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To the Chriſtian and Candid READER. 

Chriſtian Reader, ; 

We | " Here 'preſent thee with a Third Vo- 
 lJume* of Modern Lives,. concerning 
ze& Which fome may obje&, and fay, That 
many of them have been Printed alrea- 

= dy, and in a more large and copious 
Tit manner than we find them here ?. To 

0s” SS which 1 anſwer, *'Tis true, and yet I 
WEST I, CARD judge 'it neceſſary thus to Print them 
a6 AIR . again. Forl have obſerved, that being 
generally Printed in'little Volunies, few of them come to a ſe- 
cond Impreſſion, but after a little time, are thrown aſide and 
forgotten ; whereas, when many excellent Lives are colle&ted 
into one or more Volumes, they do continue, and will ſo do, 
till Printing ſhall be no more: Witneſs Plutarchs and Melchior 
Adams, ee. Lives: | 
| And if any except againſt my contraQting of ſome of them, 
I anſwer, That if you pleaſe to compare them together, .you 
will find nothing, lefr out chat is ot ſpecial concernment. I 
have always afte&ed multum in pancis, - to include much matter 
in few words, and yet withal, to avoid obſcurity. 

I have been encouraged to make this Colle&ion, and - 
now to Publiſh it, finding that my former Labours in this 
kind, have been accepted with the Saints, and in the Church 
ot Chriſt ; which is apparent, for that chey have been Printed 
four times in a few years ſpace, and yet never leſs than a Thou- 


=” :*.-- 00 


—_\ 


The Preface, with the 


_—_—  -- 


and at a time. IT am now in the Eighty third year of my 
Life, and therefore am never jike ts do more in this kind : 
but hope that God will raiſe*'uvp {&me more able perſon to 
carry on-this ſo uſeful a,work 5;;and- i, my Judgm of 
' any value, theſe Lives, ate genefally tht beſt rhar < pub- 

liſhed': _— DO | 


Iſleworth, March 
25. 1682, 


From my Study in : The moſt unworthy Servant of Jeſus Chriſt | 


SAMUVEL\CLARKE 


.% - ww 
: 


Hen this Volume was almoſt finiſht at the Prefs, it + 

{ecrcd good to the ſupream Gorernour of. the World 
(in whoſe hands is our Life and Breath, and all things) to dif. 
charge this painful , faithful- Servant of Chriſt , trom any 
further work in his Vineyard, and to give him Re$t from' bis La» 
bours. Hereupon the Book-ſeller deſired, that his Life might be 
added to the reſt. The motion ſeemed very reaſonable, and ſui- 
table, That he who had baen a means of ating the me- 
mory of fo many of Gods Worthics, ſhould have his own Life + 
recorded among the reſt, The only difficulty was,-concerning 
drawing of it up in ſuch ſtraits of time, as we were limited to 
by the circumſtances of the Preſs : but this was ſoon removed 
by a Narrative I found in his Study, ready drawn up by himſelf; 
which, though it was done without any deſign to have it expoſed 
to publick view 3 but, partly for the private. information and 
edification of his Children , and partly as a thankful acknow- 
ledgment of Gods goodneſs to him, and to ſhew his good Pro- 
vidence.. over him, thro'ont the whole. courſe of his Life, (as 
himſelf expreſſes it before theſeMemoirs) yet, not meeting with 
any prohibition to the contrary, I have adventur'd to:communi- 
cate it to the publick, thereby to ſupply that defeft, which other- 
wiſe the Reader muſt have labour'd under. And I hope none 
will look upon it as a piece of Vanity in him, to commit ſuch 
things to Writing concerning himſelf, ſince it's a bare relation of 
matters of Fact ; which cannot be ſo fully done by any other,as by 
a man's ſelf. (And therefore I wiſh that others, whom God has 
made eminently inſtrumental for the Service of his Charch,would 


write after his Copy, and follow his Example herein : ) His own 
account now follows. 
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eA Brief Narrative of my LIFE, and of 4 
maſt remarkable eA ts of Gods Providence in guid- 
ing and governing of the ſame. | | 


Samuel Clarke was Born in Woolſtox, in the County of Warwick, 
|| upon the oth of OFober 1599. my Mother, who was a good Wo- 
man, died when I was young : my Father was a Godly, Able, Faith- 
ful, and Painful Miniſtes, and exerciſed his Miniſtry for above forty years 
in that Pariſh, with much profit and'comfort': under whoſe wing I was 
trained up Religiouſlly till I was about thirteen years old; and then I 
was ſet to School to Mr. 74. Cranford, an eminent School-maſter in Co- 
ventry ; Which City at that time, flouriſhed exceedingly with Religious 
Miniſters'and People, though for my own part, falling into the Com- 
pany of diſfolute Lads, I began to degenerate from the Principles of my 
firſt Education, though not without much reluftancy, and frequent 
checks of Conſcience for the ſame. * © ** 
Having ſpent about four years in that School, .I was by my Father 


' carried to Cambridge {Neb Univerſity was more eminent-for Religion 


' was Civil, and in the fight of theworld blamelefs, 'yet 


at that time, and pla d by big plc Mr, Tho. Hooker in Emanuel Col- 
ledge, which was the” Puritan Colledge 3 and Mr. Hooker one of the 


choiceſt Futors inthe Univerſity :* yet; neither there did I anfver my — 


Fathers care, nor the ritahs which T did enjoy : for though my. carriage 
| 'orld id I not walk 
with God in my genefal,, qgor particular Calling as I ought to have done 3 
neither do I know. that the work of Grace was at that time wrought in 
my heart's When I was Batchelor-of Arts, ay; Father. (having ſmall 
means) took me rot) ME TRVELIEE apain : ahd, immediate] alfer my 
return home, I fell fick of the Small Po, atid was ſo full of them, not. 
only outwardly, bur'ig. my, THroat alfo, that my. Father deſpaized of 
my Recovery : yet it pleafed my higavenly Father to reſtore me, beyond 


FX... 


his expeQation : ſhortly after I was ſent for to a Gentlemans inthe Wood= 
land part bf the Country, to teach; his Children,, and to be affiſtagt to. 


Mr. Sladey, Miniſter of Knowle, a godly and erhinent Man: yet the Fa- 
mily where I lived was very prophane 3 'which not agreeing with my 


former Education, though. it dif-reliſhed at the firſt, yet by degrees 1 di- 
geſted it better; but.after Thad continued in that Family ſomewhat more. 


zneer,) into. 


than a year, I was'unexpettedly ſent for (in the midſt of Winter). 
Cheſhire, to be an aſſiſtant to Mr, Byrom, Parſon of Thornton, with hn 
I continied almoſt two years 3 axthby reaſon of fome Suits in Law where- 
in he was intangled, I was put upon Preacking twice a Sabbath. a great. 
part of thattime. " x a [3 DS | 
In that Family I was caſt upon ſome great temptations ; but. it, pleaſed 
the Lord inmercy to hedgs up my way with Thorns, and by ſtnking me 
with extraordinary fear and terrour (as he did vx pores by the hand- 
writing) he made me tqrefle& upon my ſelf, hymbled me fo 
and by degrees gave me ſome comfott in "believing, and * 
Promiſes of free Grace in Chriſt Jefts: yet ſtill Twas dogg' | 
who often interrupted me in my annoy :- and one of his Inſtru- 
2 ments 


ere-. 


r my ms, 


olying the. 
T Sathan;, 


— 
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need Fiſt Hereby knowledge was wonderfully increaſed, ſo that I was ne- 

ver acquainted with moreunderſtanging Chriſtians in all my Life,though 

— the heft of them went. but in Ruſſert. Coats, and followed Husbandry, 

_ Secondly, Holy affetions by this mutual whetting of them each in other, 

were exceedingly kindled, and kept alive in them. - Thirdly, Love, by 

uerit Society, was nouriſhed and increaſed ; ſo that all the Profeſlors, 

though living ten or twelye miles aſunder, were as intimate and familiar, 

as if they had; been all of one houſhpld. - Fourhly, The neceſlities of 

the pqorer ſort bei mad known, there was plentiful proviſion made 

for them, - Fifthly, The weak were " ucxatbank, 7 the. mourning comfor-- 

red, the erring reclaimed, the dejeeq raiſed up, and all of them mu- 

tually edified in their maſt, holy Faith +Sixthly, Under the pretence 'of 

theſe Meetings, we enjoyed the opportunities, as occaſion was offered, 
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Life of the «Author. 
of private Faſts, and days of Thanksgiving, which otherwiſe would 
quickly bave been taken notice of, and fuppreſled. 

_— —[n this place I found the firſt Seal of my Miniſtry, by being an inſtru- 
ment of the Converfion of many Souls to'God : Amangſt thefe perſons — 
I had abundance of comfort by their hearty Prayers for me, intire affe- 
fions to me, and care for to provide for me, that I might ſubfiſt comfor- 
tably amongſt them. Whilſt I was in this place, God difpoſed of me — 
in Marriage to an holy, humble, pradent, and ſweet natured Yoke-fel- 
low, unto which (of all the outwazd metcies I ever enjoyed from God) 
none is to be compared 3, ſhe came of- Religious Parents, her Father was - 
a godly and faithful Miniſter at Bedworth in Warwick: ſdire._ But after I - 
had contmued about the ſpace- of five years in this place, where we en- 
joyed ſo much comfort and happineGs, the Devil envying the ſame, raiſed 
up ſome of his iaftruments- to complain gf, and to pro e me in the 
Chancellors Court, who was maliciouſly bent againſt God and Goodneſs, . 
and who ſo much maligned me for the omiffion of Ceremonies ;. and was 
ſo violently bent again{t me, that he would not ſuffer me to Preach a fare- 
well Sermon to my People; But behold the Sweet Providence of God ! — 

__. juſt at the ſame time when F was thus moleſted, there came a Letter to me 
from the Mayor, Aldermen, old-Mr. Fe##s, and fome other godly Peo- 
ple inCoventry, importuging;me to come to: Preach a LeQture im that 
great City 3 divers of them! having heardime not long before ata pub- 
lick Faſt, which'I kept as Foolftoto After Thad fought to:Ged and 
Friends for adviee, Ereſolval to embrace that Call, the Door hue 
agaialt me where I was, andranother, 'asT apprehended, _—_ : 

_— But when h wasto leave that:People; itcauſed mick-grief to them an(l 
me, and wih-aþundance of Teats'or both fides, we were (as it were) 
torn alunder.. - 115.05 ina: IM 

___— At my coming to'Concnrtry, T wasenteriained with much love and re- 
ſpe&t; there far a while, L exerciſed my Miniſtry: But neither therewould 
the Devil fuffer me to. bequiet long: far'atthiart timethere wasDr. Buggs, — 
who had engrefied-borh the Liviags ( there being bur two Parifhe#in — 
that great City.) he (as 1t emed): ſexing:his Hearers go from himyſoon 
profeſſed himſelf my Enemy 5; and having power of the Pulpics, de= . : 
nicd, me entrance into either;, whereupon'the'Mayor and : Aldertnen, has /,/. 4. 
ving another Church at an epd of the; Fown in' their diſpoſal, they ap- -, ,_ »/ 

inted my LeGure thero 1 But Dr. Baggrhavinghis ſpies'to watch me, — '' \ 
th in'my Prayers and: Serrmmons;. concaved that he had gotten ſomerad. * 
vantages againſt ole, for ſome exprefionsufed by me'inthe ſame. © ws 

___ Hexeupon he became anedger proſecutor of me before the- Bi " FLASK 
the Diocels ( who was Dr.-Afortor ) who inhibited me from: / 

 inhis Diocefs : but having a Licence from the Archbiſhop of Canterbury ' 
{ Abbot,-7]. Erefaſed to obey his Inhibitionz: ſome of rhe Aldermen-alſo 
of the City ſtokiog to me; pretending to» ſpend: much #' before I 
ſhould-be put-down : ſhortly:after the Biſhop going to) Tordimy- cauſed + 
me t6 be:citet;up to-the Court of Arches, 'whither Lwent, but be'put'in _ 
nothing\againſt me: abd-when went to him at hisLodgings; he firſt! by = 


A h 
——— 
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perſwations, ; and after by menaces, labouced/to have me- reliaquiſh+ the 
| Places ptoſeſiing, that he wonld kneet before the King, bathe world have —- 
my'Licerice called in: yet reſolved! tw/keep it aslong' al! conld; and — 
returned to Coventry again; where'd new-Mayor being choſe; whowas — 
h bY -a great 
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' a great Friend to Dr. Bugge, the zeal of the Aldermen in ſtanding for 
me, and by me, was much cooled 3 whereupon my Lecture fell to the 
Ground, andI affiſted my Father every Sabbath, who lived within four 
Miles of the City : the Door being thus ſhut againſt me at Coventry, I was - 
by a good Providence of God unexpettedly ſent for by Robert Lord 
Brook , (who was then a young Man, and unmarried) to beſtow a Ser- 
mon-upon him at his Houſe in Wedgnock Park, not far from Warwick; 
whither: ( though with much reluftancy, he being a ſtranger to me ) I 
went, and preached before him, and found ſuch approbation, that he 
defired me to be his houſhold Chaplain ; but ſuch a Lifenot fuiring with 
my eftate (being married) nor with my Aﬀe@ions, with humble thanks 
I refuſed it, yet found him a faſt, and a faithful Friend to me all his Life 
after; SEOTAB CE = . Kew 

__— Much about theſame time alſo I was ſought for by the Magiſtrates of — 
Warwick: to Preach a LeCture there on the Sabbaths in'the Afternoon,, — 
and:on:Tveſday Mornings 5 but Mr. Hall the then Vicar of 'that place, op-' 
poſed it: whereupon the Balliffand Burgeſles made their Addreſs to Ro- 
bert Earl of Warwick, who was their Recorder, who ſent for me up to — 
London, 'heard me Preach, gave me his Qualification to be his Chaplain 5 — 
and. wrote ſo to Mr. Hall, that being over-awed by his Letter, he admit- 
ted of me for his afliſtant: In that place I exerciſed my Miniſtry about 
the ſpace of five years, and the Lord was pleaſed ſo'to blefs my Labours, 
that Igor much room m'the hearts of all the god]y in the Town, and was 
the in{trument of ;the'converſion. of ſome Souls : as alfo- of much good 
in the Lord Brooks Family, who being thenimarried, lived for the moſt 


to:1pe,c did now as'freely confer-irupon mes whitherb werit, Preach 
to the People, andiwas freely:andunanimonfly choſen by them for their 
Paſter'5:whereuppm't tqok Inftitution and Indution into the place z/ and 
there; exerciſed my! Miniſtry (in:peace, and with good ſucceſs for- a 
time. 1 A rſt 4 Treo} 2. 4 i gw! ie i! & 

_ — —Andwhereas the Town was placed inthe midſt of many great Papiſts, 
which. made it-thtirRatdezyoust and for:want of a powerful Miniftiy, 
the Iababitants of ;the Town were much givento-Swearing, Drunkenneb, 
and prophanatian of the Sabbath, opening theit Shops, and ſelling Wares 
(eſpecially Mear,)/ publickly;iit pleaſed Gad to blels my Miniſtry, and 
private Labours. for- the Reforming of thoſe things : bur neither. did 

- theevilſufferme-to be long in. quiet there-: for 'the Book of ſporting — 
— Upon the Sabbath;came forth; about:that time,andT was often enjoined the — 
Reading of it,* and much threatned for the refuſal 3 and was the mote- 


"4 Pi envied 
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enwied! and, majigned,, becauke all the. Miaiſters thergabout; (whereof 
ſame weze godly) ſubmitted. to.the reading of it:;; yet, it pleg{ed) Gad 
Cabo had agrees wark.tq.do inthat plage,) to preſexye my, Liberty, 655 
ng1gg.92y; refuſal 3; and the Lord acded diyers,to the-Ghurgh by 
S Gh6 FIDE, 13 4 COMLL £4,4 WOO OL 31 ov Ib 1721 ES 
| _ 90Þ qba ts, having /Preached largely uppn the Doftzine of --- 
the Sabhata far half a year,together; at plealed God,ta ſhew 2 remarkable — 
dement npon rwa of, my Neighbours z, who cacuaged by'thak Book, — 
— and 10 comempt of my Miniltry, dazed 2o-prophane that holygdpy.; the — 
Yorke ty,young Woman, Nayghterto Fe. #aldrer, who ſaid that — 
' The wauld ge,to ſuch a Green intheuggt Pariſh, ang there Dance as long — 
| » ſhe could and; whighglio. on the Sabbath ja;the Afternoon, ſhe Gid y, — 
" but asſhe was Nancing,,,it, pleaſed the.Loxd ta firike her with a ſudden; — 
and gyeygus Diſeaſe, whereof; ſhe digg, within three days :;the other — 
was.s yaung-man, ane Ghex/es Bellersy of-whom xrad; the {tory al ig — 
my Book gt, Examples, p« 2533+ Theſe jemarkable Judgments (ecgonding — 
ot the Waxdy, ftruck a.great awe im, the hearts of many, to the xeſtxaitt} - 
1ng of them, from the like dilgrders; , A while after came on the Arch» 
hilhaps Viſitation by Sir Netherpel Breng, unto whom Mr. Hal; andiame 
thers, made many and. great complaints of me 3 yet by a Letter,; from 
 Mr,&5. Knightly of Fauſiy t0Sir{N. Brent in my behalf, /itpleaſed Godto 
deliver me from, that Snaxe alſo. Thus,through Gogs mercy, 1 comiaued. 
- the exerciſe.of my Miniſiry,jn that, place fox aÞour the fpace of nigeyrarss 
- la which time.yery magy,yayng perſons, both Men aad Womens: were 
— converted,. held their Megtings/on, we pros wthe Evening to.rtpaat 
— Sermons, . and, perform fiigh, Duties 3, @thers were efduficd and hyile yp ig —” 
— their Faith; and the Town, which, bejoge yas called\ Drunken, #lcefter, —— 
- Yas naw Exemplary, and eminent for Religion all gver_the Country: — 
— agd:upon all occaſions when publick works of mercy were called: fon, —- 
their zeal and forwardnels proyoked mzny others  And,thus we. contir 
nued will the Etcetera Oath came farth 3 which as a dark and black cloud, © 
threatned new dangers; but that bein lo grols and ,palpable, many of — 
the Miniſters of that Digceſs . met, and. diew up/a, Perivign to. the King 
*gajnſ it, and my ſelf, and Mr. 4rthur $alwey, were choten, and requeſts — | 
ed to carry it : hereupon we went to Tork , the King being there with his — 4 
Army, which lay 1n a Leaguer about the City, the!Scotx Aumy belng at 
New-C2ſtle-, About this time the King had ſummoned, all the Nebility 
.to come to him to York 5; and upon their requeſt, had promiſed to calla 
Parliament, to debate and determine the difference.betwegn.kap.andthe 


8cots The; next day after we came to York, we were prelgnt qt the Manh- - 
nor-houſe, whilſt the King was at Supper 3 and unmediately jafer Sup- 

per, I kneeling down, preſented the Petition tothe King, inthe game af 

tke Miniſters of the Dioceſs of Worceſter : the King received at without 
ſpcaking a word, and went into his withdrawingR,oom.z therg Was pre- 
ſent Dr. Cxrle Biſhop of Wincheſter, who frowned extreamly upgn me for 
the Petition : yet I encouraged Mr. Salwey, and we followed the King to 
expe an anſwer. At the Door of the Chamber, the Porter xald ys. 
we could not be admitted.; but Itold him, that we;had preſented a Pe 
tition to the King, and muſt attend an aulwer ; whereupon he lot us pals 
When we came into the Room, the King had laid our Petiyon on the 
Table, without Reading it, and was ſtanding by the Fire, diſcourſing 
about his Army : we preſſed juft before tum, and fo ftogd confidently in 

. We”. ” his 
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his fight,. till he obſerving that we would have no-nay, 'wentto the Tia- 
ble, took up our Petition, and read it diſtinftly over : after which'he 
called Mr, #. Muay of the Bed-chamber, ad eve Inm the Petition, 
bidding him to give it to the Maſter of Requeſts to returt'usour anſwer: 
then did we retire to our Lodgings 3 and atterwards repajtmg'to the Ma- 
ſter of Requeſts, he told us; that the Kings anſwer was, That we ſhould 
not be moleſted about the refufal of the Oath, tilt the Partament be- 
gan 3 at which tirhe out Petition ſhould be confidered : Aﬀer this-we 
retired home, though through ſome dangers by reaſon of ſome ſtraghir 
Soldiers.._ The Parliament beginning ſhortly after, the Miniſters of 
Dioceſs met again, drew up a Petition to the Patrliatneat for the freeing 
of us from the ſnare of the Oath; and ſome other burthens that lay upon 
us; and my ſelf and Mr. Salwey, were agam requeſted ro pteſent, and 
proſecute the Petition 3 which we undettook and effefted; 'At London 
we met with many Miniſters from moſt parts-df the Kingdom ; and upon 
ſome Meetings and Debates, it was reſolved, that a Committee ſhould be 


\- choſen to draw-up a Remonſtrance of our grievances, and to Petition 


the Parliament for Reformation 4 which was accordingly done, aid 
Reformation was begun, though +God for our fins, afterwards blaſted 
our hopes, and brought us into the- greateft' contuſion, that ever the 
Church Jaboured under fince the frrit-Reformation of Religion ander 
Queen Elizabeth.” Not long after, the-differences between King and 
Parliament grew fo high, that both parties betook themſelves to Arms, 
Whereupon, after a while, upon'a ſpecial occaſion, I went to Loxdoy, 
and having been a while there -(yet with a purpoſe of returning) I was 
one day talkiog with tny Siſter -$»tfoz, whom I met abour'rhe Aercers- 
Chappel in Cheapſide : and whilft we were _ together, came by Mr, 
Thomas Clendan, whom I had formerly known, but had now forgotten 
my Siſter telling me who it was, I defired her to call him back, that IT 
might renew my acquaintance z*which ſhe did : and as we were talking 
together, God by his providence ſo ordered it, that there came by two 
of Bexnet Fink Pariſh, honeſt men 3 which Mr. Clendan ſtopping, faid 
to them : You want a Miniſter, and if you can prevail with this Gen- 
tleman, you will be well fitted, &c. Hereupon I was requeſted to give 
them a Sermon the Sabbath following 3 which I aſſented to! not know. 


Ing what God intended by it : There had about ten others Preached be- 
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fore me, for the place : amongſt whom Dr. Hojle, old Vir. Carter of the 
Aſſembly, and Mr. F. Bears, &c. and the chiefeſt in the Pariſh were for 
Mr. Carter 3 and whereas ſome of the Pariſh urged to proceed to a choice ; 
the other party put it by till the laft Wedneſday in May, which was the 
monthly Faſt ; againſt which time they had procured Mr. Carter to 
Preach in the Afternoon 3 and ſo they were immediately to proceed to 
the choice, whilſt his gifts in Prayer and Preaching, had left an impref- 
fon upon the Peoples Spirits, that they might the eafilicr bring him in. 
Accordingly when they vvere met in the Veſtry, te debate vvas, yvho 
ſhoul4 be put into nomination 3 and all agreed that Nir. Carter, Mr. 
Bellars, and my ſelf, ſhould*be ſet dovvn 1n a paper, to vvhich they 
vvere to make their marks : Nir. Bellars had but une or tvvo hands; and 
for Mr. Certer, there vvas Mr. Greene a Parliament man, and fome fix more 
of the gtcatelt of the Pariſh, 'before any appeared for me : bur then, a 
godly man beginning, ſo many of the reſt follovved, that the choice 
vvent clearly on my fide. All this yvhile I knevy nothing hereof, or 


BY | vyhat 


_—7;[he Wars being ended; went inwe-jerwick;ſhire, :and Preached on — 


* for them, 1 teſigned to-himy and refolvedito fix at Bexxet Fink 


. -Amo 1654, 1 publiſhed again » | firſt Part' of the Marrow of Eccle- 


. x80 ſheets. 


— — = —_—  _—_ 


Life'af the eAdgher. IL =g- 


what they, were;about 1 bging not acqufainted 'Withiany one in the Pariſh, — 
nor imploymg any. Friend-to peak tathem inmy)kichalf; But that day — 
I Preached at Fiſb-fireet for Mr. 7. Smart 3 and: \n.the Evening, Sup- 
ping there, there came a Committee tram Bremner Fink Pariſh, to ac- 
guajat me, idhimy free: Blettion, and! intreat tne-to. accept af the 
place : taking. /notice..oh the-concus Provideaces:. of Gdd,: L duxſt 
nar refuſe the Gall 3: yet aeleryed; myi(elf fee to rewruto Alceffer when 
the Storm was over, and that I might do it with ſafety. £ 


— 


the Lords-day at Alceſter, and many of the People with Tears impoertu- 
net.-my-retury: During, the Wars,/!;njany of the Inhabitants! of ithe — 
younger ſort, had retired, 4p Werwich for ſafety:zi where, falling itita — 
the; Company of Anabaptiſty,. and other: Seftaries,! they were texened — 
with their;Error.3 and bring now returned home, they had ſet up pri- 

vaze Mectings;! with the neglect of the publick 3 -and«many young Men, 
whom, Llooked upon betgre, as Children begotteg. by i Mi to — 
Gady: were turned; Preachers; whereupon, befaze 1iwould iſe to. — 
xe$uzo, i 1 prepaunded ſome Articles to. them, concerning their owning — 
mefor, theix Paſtor, attending-upon my Miniſtry, &c -which they upro- 
miſed'; whereupon I promiſed to return to them the 61.0. 
(this þeing atiche.latter and,of Summer ) But theſe Seftaries under 
wrought againſt me, and\grew. higher in the ways-0f. ſeparation; '{o that 
finding the love of the People towards: me' here, the,\opportunitits- that 

I had-of being inftrumental tothe publick good, and the unlikelineſk, of 
living comfortably at AlceiFer, havingiprovided. a- godly able Miniſter , 


| About the year 1646+ I publiſhed my firſt Book of Examples 5-'whieh 
then contained but 12, or 14 ſheets. " 
Anno 1649; i-publiſhed:my firſt Part of the Marrow. of Eccleſiaſtical 
Hiſtory, which! contained but 63 ſheets. 4121 5-24 
410 16509. I publiſhed my-ſecond Part of the Marrow of Ecclefiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory, which contained 44 ſheets. | | 
.. Unno 1651+; I publiſhed my General Martyrology, which contained 
about 140 ſheets. : | 
Amny 1652, I publiſhed my Engliſh' Martyrology, , which contained 


above 100 ſheets. 


fiaſtical Hiſtory, much enlarge 
- Anno 1655, I publiſhed my Mirror the ſecond time, enlarged to 42- 
ſheerd of large Paper; 0 STE) 

Amira 1657, I publiſhed my Mirror the third time, enlarged to 240- 
ſheets. | ; x 
- Aung 1659. I publiſhed my firſt Part of Caſes of Conſciences, con- 
taining 144 Sheets. a7 
' A#x0.1660., I publiſhed my General Martyrology, enlarged to abbvye 


to above 120 ſheets in a Pica 


Beſides theſe greater, I was one of the four Miniſters that made the : 
Jus Divinum regiminis Ecleſtaſtici > which was Printed three times, and 


—_— | ; 4 
Alſo Printed a Sermon, which I Preached- at our firſt Warwicksſhire 


Feaſt. Sy | . 
| a Another 


E: ED = _ "TheProface, with tbe 


Another Sermon which 1 Preached at the Funeral of Mr: Tho. 
Another Book agaidft Tolcration, -which F called Golden Appin 14 
The Life of Tamerlane. 
A Sheetin defence of 'Tythes. 
All'theſe contairied above a Thouſand Sheets ;- all which1 wrote with 
my 'own hand, and-was through God's mercy enabled” therennto; 'B&t- 
withſtaading all my Miniſterial cihployment, were and publick, BleR 
{ed be his Name for it. 
-I have beſides at thi time, November 1660, above; 3co ſheets ready fo 
tbe: Profs, 2: eff 
____<:\'T he Kings Ma) iy having publiſhed a Declatation Concer Ecde« 
fafticalaMirs,” the phariogpublided aD 'up @ RIES to 
His:Mafefty tor the ſame; adding'a prayer for the removal of Re-ording- 
rion,and Surplices in \ Colledges, tid choſe meto: preſentitz which Tdid 
at Whjm ball, November 16. 1869; and when I began to ſpeak upon” ny 
knee; His Majefty:bad me eviceme to riſe up 5 which T did; and ſpake thus* 
_—— Your; MajeſtiosLbyal Subjets, many of the” Miniſtersifi and” about 
the City of Lorday, have commanded us humbly to rnd this their 
gratukatery Acknowledgment to your Royal july, 
Condeſcepfions, itiyour Majeſties late Declaration Coneerning Bec | 
ativat:Atfairs.- The King took my Paper, 'and' returned this anſwer :- | 
_—— Gecatkemeo, 1wjll cnckiootay to give you'all ſatifation, and to wake 
yo at bapyy as my ſelf + and ſomerhing'. more tv'the like purpoſe. ' '* 


_ 


» March 25. 1661) I was, withothers, ' niade' a Commiſſioner for Re- 
farming the Commen-Prayer Book, 


Anno 1665. I publiſt'd the Lives of thoſk that were called Magni, and 
the Life of our bleſled Saviour Fefts Chriſt: Av alſo the Deſcription of 


Germany, and Hiſtory of Hungary. 
* Aprit 24. 1666; Tremoved froth Londow to Hawmer with, 

Anno 1671. I publiſhed my firſt Part of Examples; 80 ſlicets enlarged t 
and a fecorid Volume contatning 204 ſheets : Alfo ſome Lives © our 
Engliſþ Warriours. 

>" "aki . I publiſhed a Deſcription of the 17 Provincts of the Ne- 
qher 1h 

_ 1662. þ proties: my third Volume of Lives, Printed by W. 
ai er 

=] Aune 1669. I publiſhed the Duty of every one that intends to be fa- 
ved : Printed by Sim; Miller. ' 

Anno 1670, | Printed my Eogliſh Didionary, though under anothers 
Name. 

Beſides, I VE at thistime 16 73. about 800 Sheers ready for the Prefs, 
and about 4 or:500 Sheets of Annotations upon the whole Old Telta- 
ment, all writteq With mine own Hand. 

- Ewvas alfo ſeven or eight years'a Governor in $30» Colledge, whereof 
wo years | was Preſident by fads 

I mention thefe things, not ſeeking my own Praiſe and Glory, ( for] 
a 1c than the leaſt of all God's Mercies) but to give Glory to God, who 
ehabled and ftrengthened me to do ſo much work. ; wherein ( hope) I 
was {crviceableto him and his Church, without the negle&t of wy work 
in the Miniſtry. 

* _fxrmeo 1673. I Printed Gods Judgments upon Perſecutors in 9 ſheets. 
 Anno1675. 1 Printed a great Volume of Lives in Folio, in 270 ſheets. 


Anno 


= Fs — | Far 
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Life of the eAuthor. 


Arno 1667, I Reprinted my Book of Martyzology, and Lives, con- 
taining 264 lheets. 

Anno 1680. I Printed my Preſident for Princes. 

Anno Chriſti 1681. | Printed my Fook of Aporthegms. 


_— — Thus through Gods mercy, I continued the exerciſe of my Miniſtry for 


the ſpace of forty years, even till the black Act for Conformity took 
place 3 which turned me, and alinolt two Thouſand godly and painful 
Miniſters and Schoolmaſters out of their places, After which (though 


. I durſt not ſeparate from the Church of &»gland, nor was fatisftied about 


gathering a private Church out of atrue Chuich, as I judge the Church 
of Englavd to be, yet) I intermitted not my private Studies ; but ſpent 
moſt of my time in Reading, Writing, and enlarging the Books which 
I formerly Priated, or Compoling new : And if it pleaſe God that the 
remainder of myCaſes of Conſcience, and my Flores Theologie, or Come 
m0x-place-Book , {hall ever be Printed, I doubt not but they will prove 
as grateful and uſeful (if not more) than any I have Printed already. 


Decewnb. 20. 1682, When he firſt came down in the Morn- 


. Ing, he complaining, that he had lain in a Feavor all Night : 
yet found no great alteration in himſelf that day : but within 


two or three days he grew very weak, and was confin'd to his 
Bed: and then the decays of Nature (like ſo many Creditors, 
who had bin put off a great while, fo that when once their 
Debter is ſeiz'd upon, they Jay all their Actions againſt him, that 


| they may be ſure to keep him faſt : ſo theſe) fell violently upon 


him, ſo that his ſtrength was quite gone, and he was unable to 
help himſelf, and he began to falter in his Speech, yet the uſe of 
his underſtanding remain'd tothe laſt. And as upon all occaſi- 
ons, at other times hee'd be ſpeaking of his Change, fo now 
more eſpecially his Communication was ſavoury, and ſuch as be= 
came a dying Perſon, and one that had a ſenſe of Eternity upon 


his Spiric; yea, and a comfortable affurance of his own title to' 


a bleſſed Eternity. - And ſoupon Dec. 25. 1682 having bleſled 


- thoſe that were about him, he reſign'd up his Soul into the 


hands of his Father, and fell aſleep in the Lord : being aged 
eighty three years, two months, and fifteen days. 


The memory of the juſt is bleſſed, Prov. xo. 7. 


— 
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\ Chriſtian Reader, 
| A of Wife and holy Perſons : The diſfwaſfoes are, that it zray ten 
A Leh 4 ſuch Inſtances nj yew and that Sainte arc 7: 
few, that we may with the Papiſts, Cauonize them, and call anly a few extraor- 
dinary Votaries, the Religious. -Whereas noze $ut. true Saints can be ſaved; gene”. 
— And God in wonderful mercy hath raiſed up ſo.great a number in ou? days, and 
of ' our acquaintance, as ex even this Eo 


E have diſfwaſtves und perſwaſtoet to this kind of Hiſtory, the; Tioe 


ther. 

—-2, Welive in a time of mental War, when it is the Devils great and daily <— 
buſineſs to belie the beſt of men, and make the ignorant believe that they are a — 
Generation of walking Plagues, movers of Sedition, teaching men to Worſhip — 
God contrary to the Law, enemies to Cxlar, Preaching up another King, one 
Jeſus, and turning the World up6de down, not keeping the Tradition of the Fa- 
thers 5 The Cry is loud, Awav with fuch Fellows from the Earth 3 It is not 
fit that they thould live. - Moſt odious Lies are publiſhed of them with ſo great ——— 
confidence, as that Strangers may think. they are bound to believe then, leſt the 
ſhould _— the reporters to be what they are. —And ſo mnch of God, of Chriſt, © 
of the Holy Ghoſt, of the Goſpel and of Religion, and of the Church and Souls — 
of nrewn, doth lie upon the true repreſentation of the Faithſul, and the vindica- 
ting of Gods Image upon them, and co::futing Satans lies, as that it is no ſmall —© 
part of the Duty of all Chriſts Sercants to eadeavonr it eſpecially by their own — 
holy and karmlefs Lives, which will moſt effedually plead their cauſe. Thoy- 
fands are karden'd jn ſin, yea in enmity againſt a holy Life, yea in perſecution, 
by believing ſerious Godly men, to be as bad as the Carnal World, a humorous, 

e proud, 


To the Reader. 


i. 


proud, ſcditions, hypocritical ſort of People ! They that dare not accuſe God, 
or Chriſt or Scripture, dare accuſe them that obey it : becauſe. the beſt have 
faults, and Hypocrites are among thew, and their malice hath more matter to 
work, upon. And yet when they grow ripe they will venture to charge the Scrip- 
ture it ſelf, -4 obſcurity and inſufficiency firſt, and next of falſhood. | 
| © And God will have the memory of the juſt to be bleſſed; and the names of 
— the wicked to rot. Juſtin, Cyprian, Baſil, Gregory Nazianzen, Chryſoſtom, 
Martin, and many ſuch, were men hated and perſecuted by Princes and other 
— Prelates, while they lived ;, yet hath God made their Memories hotourable, and 
the Names of their Perſecutors odiows to good men : And though their Enemjes 
have been oft and long in greateſt power and numbers, they could never turn the 
rean of Tononr. L | 

_— 4. It is the Cuſtom of the Devil to write infamous Lies of the beſt men when 
they are dead, which would be believed if thoſe that knew then while they lived, 
did not ſay that whigh ſhould refute the lies. What monſtrous Lies have the Pa- 
piſts written of Luther, Zuinglius, Oecolampadius, Calvin, Bucer Martyr, 
Beza, &*c, which a true Hiſtory of their Lives hath ſhamed, with all judicious 
men that read them. The ſame [ may ſay of many of late times in this Land. 
——-T have Cartwrights own anſwer to Dr. Sutliffe in: M. S. which doth ſo fully con- 
fute the hamefil ftory of his —— with Hacket, Coppinger and Ar- 
thington's, as will ſhame the ſlanderers to any impartial Reader. Rivet was fain 
to bring Certificates from the Magiſtrates and Records of the Town in France 
where Calvin lived, to diſprove the lyers that publiſht him a ſtigmatized Sodomte ; 
_— He that cat but one very little Meal « , and almoſt macerated himſelf ( as even 
Maflomus 6 pn; was by "—_— reported to be a Glutton. - Bucer was ſaid to - 

be killed and torn in pieces by the Devil, when all his ſickneſs and pious dying is 


Ily teſtified by Cambridge Dofors._- And what do you think thoſe who now in 
fully y ; 
UC 


Preſs and_ Pulpit make ſuch - whoſe Lives this Hiſtory recordeth ( to be odious 
Rogues, not fit to live out of a Common Gaol will ſay of ther when they are 
dead £ But thoſe that knew them are ſafe from believing it. | 
—— 5. And this kind of works of greater benefit and charity to ignorant ungod- 
ly men, than to the dead or any other living. The Dead are above it : The Faith- 
ful need it not : But as Chriſt ſaveth Souls by imprinting on them the Image of 
holy Love, ſo Satan dammeth Souls by drawing them from ſuch Love, to hate 
their! Brethren, even-the beſt : And he that hateth his Brother js.a murderer, and 
n0 nmrderer hath Eternal Life. 
—— 6. And Nature 3s delighted in Hiſtory. And the World is dolefully abuſed 
— by falſe Hiſtory, ſpecially Eccleſtaſtick, And the true Hiſtory of exemplary Lives, 
—# a pleaſant and profitable recreation to young perſons ; and may ſecretly work 
_— them to a liking of Godlineſs and value of good men, which is the beginning of 
—* ſaving Grace ;-O how much better work, is it, than Cards, Dice, Revels, Stage- 
_ Plays, Romances or idle Chat. | 
_— — As to this work, I commend it to the Reader as principally for the foreſaid 
uſe 5 ſo from ſo much knowledge as I have had of the Author and of the perſons 
and things here recorded. 
— The Ather was well known to be a man of great ſincerity, a hater of lying, 
* and great lover of truth : And of long experience and great acquaintance in 
many parts of the Land ;, dperia'y Cheſhire, Warwick-ſhire ad London. 
— My acquaintance with him hath been long, though not much, becauſe of _inter- 
_ diſtances. On Oftober 23. 1642. little knowing what was doing at 
 Edge-hill; 1 was Preaching” im his Pulpit at Alceſter, on thoſe words | The - 
Kmgdom of Heaven fuffe reth violence. '] My Voice hindered me, but the Au- 
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"To the Reader, | 
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bis worthy Sons dſo, whe mere ſoferes'u rho 
-— 1 never ſaw him mnce, nw ou HO cat, to Lonto bis by "_ 
on lim} = lo tt told me he was yn 
bath-done great former Hiſtory. Volume of Lives, 4#d, 


rho} wa a 
ha he pat ©» 7 ap 


Freme o Varrolog, i Volume of God's ſtratige 


EC Beni 4b brſs for Writing Lee with apt At 5 Bit | & 


that to be his Commendation ;, id not make the Hiftories, bit lake the) 
made by faithful acquaintance of the dead : And he was not t6 efch of anos the 


dead, nor to add any thing his | Ap owe deliver #, mh 5 ſh —— 
good men ſay, o” Is many + Apnkago; Sarmy men ii his firſt Book &ve fort 
and dry : That's our bo : 1 ne vs bs flo poo 


Ball did by his Tutor "Preſton, Lp hes þ tees fly (fed 

to get from old Sam. Hilderſham, fa toad x a Wes 

Life, but his death ſeuſtrated me. 

— Melchior Adam hath done in my judgnent very great Service fo the Gre 
his four Volumes, the Lives « th German Dzvints, Philoſophers, I ewyers tid 
Phyſicians : But ſome he hath done copiouſly and extelently, an} wy ery 
(0 neil or) cal oh os ui And how conl# 
belp it ? Stories himſelf had been 4 Hiſtoria, Jos #f 


in this caſe. 


— T have not read ovev this Book, being deſired ar, dorpaack bo ate'$ 
"ad therefore undertake not the » brat ſe " whet 7 have notreat Gefoge's 
knew fo many of the Perſons and Hiſt Ts ay i Karp brapeegunyf Boys 


oh or, wh have no cauſe to line he ;ſtorical trath : And th&vather 

b:canſe I ſee Mr. paſt 23 1m + A other mens words, and the ColleFor 
#nto one _—_ many mens Lives e publiſe ome more bens mow 
newly added, at leaft which T never ſaw. Idaftus' and abuirdance' fuk Col- 
lefors, have done great Service in keepi may ſal Traftates rage: ers 


anewaies 4 e, h Allens in Publiſhinig as Preſa- 
tg heretofore Taro «Jo could reach Ve heavenly frame 0 " mind; nl, lon 
fy lived and died in triumphant joy ard praiſe to ( od [ 

Vines, My. Robinſon, © My. Machin, Dr. Staunton, Me. Ra 
Mr-Stockton, I knew: Dr. COLE InE ff ret D*SEL 


To the Reader. 


Mrs. Corbet hath lived any me farmerh, and this year and * half )- ) the the 
Hiſtory hath full evidence.. Judge Hales and the Conte of Warwick 6 lee 
great Friends ) need no teſtimony of imine.  T kuew' wot - of his 
my Wives life 5 but the manner of that tells me he: is«\ltke to be furbfl im h 
' reſt,; His worthy Son addeth his own. Life, which he found written by Lo elf 
_—* T have defred the Book:ſeller to Reprint the Life of the Connteſs of Suffolk, 
Danghter to the Earl of Holland, written-by Biſhop Rainbow, yet m— 05 6s 
excellent pattern to Ladies; the Book, being not toibe got. 
T have in Funeral Sermons and Epiſtles ſeri truly many excellent 9h /ant; 
” whoſe Examples would be uſeful to this depraved Age ;\were it not for the charge 
of Printing, 1 would wiſh them Bound no try. a theſe be, viz. ' Mrs. Bakers 
of Worceſter, Mrs. Coxes, Mrs. Hanmers, my Wives Mother, Alderman 
Aſhhurſts, Mr. Waddeſworth, MF. Stubbs, bs. Me. Corbets, ec. 
—— It's a great work to learn to die, ſa afely kd comfortably : ; even the work, of af | 
— or lives my turn is near, 'and this preparation is my daily Study : But its 
the Communication of life, light and love from Heaven, that A make all effe- 
Gual, and draw up our Hearts and make ws ready : - For which 1 daily wait on 
God, At the brink of the Grave, and door of Eternity 


» 


Js | WY | Richard Baxter. 
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AT able of tht Principal things contained in theſe Lives. 


{ A Ffidions fanctified, part 2. page 113,114,155. 

Aflurance, 65. part 2. 108, 
Bible tranſlated, 6. into Welch 205 
Bleſſings given on Death-bed, 85 


Charity, 80,93,162, 140,155,158, 169, 180,180,b. 224. part 2. 104, 120 
121,131,142,147,176,194,204. 


Childrens Education, 9:18;60 
Chriſt preferred above all, -8 
Comfort, part 2. 109. in afflictions and death, 39. in temptations, 7 i 
Communion with God, 7s 
Compaſſion, | part 2.13 2 
Holy Conference, 22,1 68 ,l7 \ 

| Conſcience, good, 39. tender, paft 2, 115,1 38, 16 9 
Converſion, _ $7,61,82,91,95,111,12, part 2. 98,105,122 
Counſel, _ . © good, 99,103,149;151,152,153 
Courage, 4,7,21,35,36,92, 105,146. part 2. 128 
A Diary 


63,162,774, 1.7. 
Heath, ” Lomfoir arit, 39,69,103. deſired, 44,76, 134- part 2, 124,147 


foreſeen, 134. prepared for, 57,76,77,94, 103,153 155- Part 2.122,173 


Deliverances ſtrange, , 22.88 130,135 
Delight Spiritual, | 7g 
A Diary kept, 74,90, 067. part 2. 170 
Diligence,  96;185 
Divifians bewail d, w-_ 74 
Envy, 20. 
Family-government Exemplary, 34,91,122,177,6. part 2. 132, 17 
Faith, 36,58,103,1826. part 2. t17,110,14 
Fidelity 19 
Frien ip, 632,64 
Funeral Sermons, bow far allowable, 12 9 
The G Genealogies | in our Bibles, by whom gather'd. Mo 
Grace.; free Grace admired, adit - ,” 8 
Heaveily- mindedaeſs. 37,75,60,34,924016.' pat 2. 115. 


Humility, 15, 37, 44, 57,60561,58,89,101, LAÞ130, 149 TO908 3,179.6 
20Z. part 2, 115,118,148, 172,204- | 

Hypocrilie, I4 

Induſtry, '* 29.20,06.66.06 666 84,39,91,98,101,111,115, 117, 129, 
136,138,141,145,149, 157,192, 179.6. 193. part 2. 103,126. 


* 


Joy unſpeakable, 67576,77,78,91,161 : 
Liberality, 102,"4l 
Love to the Saints, and Souls, 64,54 
Malice of the Churches Enemies, ; 21 
Meditation very profitable, 79. part 2. 109, LIOL79 
Memory,” | <a 163 
Meekae(s, 103 
Miniſters painful, 19,95 96 
Miſtry ſucceſstul, 2",95,110 
Modeſty 203 
Mortification helps, 63,188.b 
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Ordinances delighted in, 
Painfulncſs. See Induſtry, : Fes, AD ad4 Mx Ac 
Patience in afflitions, -  39;7689,103,134,170. part 2. 129 
Perſecution, . $9,110 
Praiſe, + 
Piety, 11,16,34,82,181,187.6. part 2. 92,96,104'6b.128 
Predictions, | ''S 63 
Prudence, 11, 16, 20,22,37,82,87,89,90,92, 101,158, 183,186. 6. part 2* 
116,121, 128. . 
Prayer, delighted i ia. 66,139. frequent, 135,166,168,183. part 2. 111. 
fervent. 169. prevalent. 88.93.95. 104. 110-I55. 161. part 2.98,101, 
107.207. return of Prayer. 63.167. 209,210,215. 
\ Preaching frequent and powerful. 104 
Providences extraordinary. 17.22. 110. 112-130.208. part 2. 187. 209. 
2T2. 213, 214. 216. 219,220,221,222,223,224. ſpecial. 22.110. 114. 
127.130-153-160.167,168, part 2. 98-108.114. obſerved 150. 
Proph:tick Speeches. 210.211.214.216 
Raptures. 98 


Reproof; bold. 7.176.b. fucceſsful. 66.142. 154-175-61 
Reformation. . F 23-29 


Sabbath ſanCified. 20.24.33-35. 62.102.157.169.181.6.197. part 2. 112. 
146 154-178. 

Scriptures well ſtudied. 19.74. loved. go. part 2. 154.201 

Schiſm oppoſed, 


" '23 
Self-denial. . part, x23 


Self-examination. 121.145-166.177.6 
| £96. Fr 7. part 2. 122 
Speeches excellent. -” 39.156.1 g 
Studiouſneſs. 

Temptations. | 83. 90. 112, comforts therein, oy 
Teſtimony of Spirit. part 2. 109 
Thanksgiving. 87 
Time precious. "34-102.148. part 2. 200 
Vow gratulatory. 16 3 
Viſits to be improved. 
Viſions of Glory. 
World continued. 37 


Zeal. 34,3536: 5762.7 2.83,84. 87: 91,92.102-120.143. 170.183. ' part 2; 
104 145-177. 
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A Table of the Names of all thoſe Perſons whoſe 


Lives are contained in this Volume. 


; Part the Firſt. Part the Second. | 
R. Hugh Broughton. 1. | COlr Philip Sidney, . 8g 
= Twi. Robert Boid. F - | Sir da Pg 4 q 

. . I p | 
Mr. 1ho. Wilſon. 12 | Mr. John Lamot. 102 \ 
Dr. Sam. Bolton. 42 | Sir Nath. Barnardiſton. - 05 
Mr. —_ or PS. NH Mr. Johr Row. 105 
Mr. Richard Blackerby. - 7) | &: | | 
Mr. Ralph Robinſon. J 57) tr Matt. Hale. 123 
Mr. fohn Tanaway. 60 | Mrs. Mary Gunter. "*.. _ 
Mr. = go__ er | Lady Alice Lucy. I40 
Dr. Sam. Winter. | 
Mr. Tho. Tregoſs. K. CROP IO Fore. 44 
Mr. Rich. Mather. 126 | Mrs. Rath. Clark, | 152 
Mr. Jofeph Altein. '* 138 | Le Mary CounteB of Warwich, 13 
Pa una EE ; : _ Mrs. Marg. Buxt#. SF |, 

« DR. ABC by | 1 , T5 
Mr. Tho. Wadfivorth, | Ty Lady Mary Armin. 192 
Mr. Once Stockton. . 194 | Lady Elizabeth Langham. ', , 197 
Mr. Tho. Gonee: © 202 | Lady Suſannah Countels of Syffolk, - 
Some terharkable paſſagesin the Lives " "1-4 po: 

and Deaths of divers ennnent Di- | _ _- _ N=? 

vines in the Church*of Seatland. | 4 FJ 
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Direfions to the Book- binder. 


AE being ſome interruption of the Alphabet's, the Binder is deſired - 


to take nonice : 
That in the firſt Alphabet after the Quire G. comes another Quire G: and 
a half ſheer H. being the Life of Mr. Blackerby; and after the ſheet Y. comes 
again the ſheets X and Y, ; | 
In-the fecond Alphaber after B b. the fame Alptabet begins again, and 
cg ſingle ſheets to the Letter M m. which ends the firſt Part of the 
Boo 


The ſecond Part begins with A a. and after B b comes c c and d d. being 


the Life of Sir N. Barnardiſton 3 and then it goes on with C c again, with- 
out any interruption to the end of the Book 3 but if there ariſe any doubr 
as to the placing the Lives, the Table of Names will dirett therein. 


\ 


\ 
\ 
\ 
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Errata in the Lives of the Divines. | 


Pa: 2. line 49. for then r, them, p.16.1.45. for Piſcator r. Peter, 1. $3. add time, p.36. 1.26. r. in 
was not he, 1.31-t.had they nor, p.53-1.36-r. ſtole, 1.21.r.diverſions, p.79.l.1. add, totake leave, 
4. qe ſacred, 1.28.add, face, p.87. Title, r. Machin, p.90.l.1 5.7. upon, p. 106.1.45.for Dr. r. Col- 
encl, p.128-1.3.f.1614, ProepTIgn Camillus, 1.38.r, mortwos, p.138.1-8.r.. godly, P-139-1.8. r. are, 
p-251.1.21.r. carnal mirth, p.164 1.39.r. remittitkr, p.164.1.24-r. expreſs, p.16g.1.6.r- to God. Where, 
P-17 1. 1.48. r. converſation, p. 19 2.1.7.add, objjt, p.199.1.g3-7- Patmes, p.18%.L. 20.1. wywia, p. 186. 1, 
12.r, when, 1.31.r. do, p.185g.1.3.r. others, 1.29 r. in this, p. 190.l.8-r. breaft-plate. 1.3 1.r. charge, 1.33. 
r.converfion, 1.50.1. laid afide, p-1 96.L20.r. therefore, p.199.1.17. blot outand, 1.46. f. conform. p. 
I 98.1. 3 II, Owen Stockton, P- 4004l.7.T, fa qujetem, P2072, + 2:T+ where, 1.6.r. 1605, P-205- l.28, Dr, that, 
p4210.1, $4.r. iterated. ; 


Errata in the Lives of the Nobility. 
Page $2. line 30. r, imployment, [.46-r. Emperor ; and for there, r. they, p.gs. 1.4. r. did not, p; 


101.1.24.r, without, p.138.L 23.-r. ſecreſie, p.148.1.12 r. place, p.169. 1.4. r, diſtaſtful, p.198. 1.12. r, 
Lords-day Dizry , p-193-1-18.r. notional. 


Small literal faults the Reader is deſired to paſs over, the moſt material ones are taken notice of above, 
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The Life of Mr. Hugh Broughton who Died Anno Chriſti 161 2: 


—_ Ugh Broughton was born in Shropſhire, in a Town called O/dbury,an Antient Seat, HisBirth, 
upon the very Edge of Wales, towards Montgomery. The Family from whence 
he Deſcended was Antient, and of a very great Rank, Worth, and Eſtate, and at 
Jud the ſame time bred this great Scholar, and a Brother of his, who afterwards was 
a Judge, | "f 
"FN This Family gave for its Coat of Arms Two Owls, which is the rather mentioned, be- yis 
cauſe this Hugh would ſometimes ſay merrily, That it was a good Prognoſtick, that he 
ſhould be a good Grccian, becauſe his = did bear the Bird of Athens. And by this may 
be 


,- 7--» Conſent of 


| The Life and " "mY 


(be unridled thar, for which, it may be, every one 1s not, or hath not at hand an Oedipur 
_-., ready, which is this; -In ſome Editionsof the Genealogies, ſer before ſome Bibles, you may 
*—* find 720 Owls pittured, holdigg either of them a Burning Torch ; intimating, That it 
was Mr. Broughten that gave Light to that Work, 

He goes to — In what School he was Educated and brought up, is uncertain, though certain it is, that 

Camvridge. ' he was a good Proficient therein, and from thence: was ſent to Cambridge, where alſo he 
was ſo diligent, and induſtrious, and his Progreſs in Learning ſo {ignal, that in time he was 
choſen Fellow in Chriſt-Colledge. 

He Studics — Here he laid the firſt Foundation of his Hebrew Studies, under a Frexch-man, who Read, 

Heirow, and Taught the Language in the Univerfity to divers Scholars. "This himſelf mentioneth, 
but nameth not- the man, in his Prefatory Speech to his Lectures, which he Read in St. 
Pau! Church, of which we ſhall hear afterwards. 7 (faith he) being requeſted to Read, 
thought no place futer than this, becauſe I was informed that a Learned Man of France, about 
23 years ago, did Read here im the Hebrew Tongue. At my firſt commg to Cambridge, 
7 laid under- bim my-firſt Foundations of that Study: And after him, it hath pleaſed God 
that I ſhould come hither to revive his Studies. He was a very Learned Man, and in Cam- 
bridge was accounted Second to none in the Realm. A rare Man he was in that Study ; and in 
Hebrew he would draw ſuch a Study, that Men might Learn more of him in a Month, than 
others could teach mm Ten Years : He, being requeſted by his Country-men, to return, and Preach 
the, Goſpel among t them ; and having gotten Leave of Her Majeſty, he vent , but being come 
thither, he was ſo Perſecuted by Wicked Men, that be was driven to fly into the s and 
oods, and thereby got an Ague, whereof he Died. 

His Friends. Mr. Broughton's Parts and —_— here began to be taken notice of ; and among others, 
the Earl of Huntington eſpecially caſt a favourable Eye upon him, with a Noble Influence 
agd Encouragement of all his Studies and Proceedings. 

Comes to x. From the Univerſity he came to London, where he Preached in Publick, and thereby 

London. increaſed the number of his Friends, and thoſe ſome of the higheſt Rank and Degree; and 
he followed his Studies ſo cloſe, that when Diverſions did not withdraw and interrupt him, 
he ſpent twelve, fourteen, nay, very commonly fixteen hours in the four and twenty every 


—— 


q.- Day at his Book. . "The Ke: of his Preaching was this : He would take a Fext out of the 


O14 Teſtament, and another Parallel in the New, and diſcourſe largely upon them together, 

and knit up all in a ſhort Application. And thus he went over very niany, it not all the 

Seftioms in Moſes, and conferred them, and the Prophets with the New Teſtament. And 

one Paſſage in one of theſe Sermons, which he had in his Application, may not be omitted : 

A Predi&ion, It was in Eighty Eight, when the Spaniſh Navy was upon the Sea: All the time of the 

” danger, when mens Hearts were full of fears and doubts what the Event might be, he en- 

— couraged the People exceedingly, and once particularly thus: Now (faith he) rhe Papiſts 

_- knees Knock one againſt anther, as the Knees of King Belſhazzar did, and News will come 

- that the Lord hath ſcattered that Invincible Navy. Fear. ye not, nor be diſmayed at theſe 
ſmoaking Firebrands. 

—— But that which made him: moſt known to the World indeed, was the Publiſhing of his 
Book called, A Conſent of Scripture, which he put forth the ſame year 1588, himſelf be- 
ing then Thirty nine Years Old. Mr. Fohbn Speed (a Man well known) was Overſeer of 
the Preſs for its Printing; a Taylor he was by Trade: But by acquaintance with Mr. Brough- 

. For, he was grown very Studious in the Scriptures, and by his Directions was grown very 
skiltul in them. 

Genealosies —— 12 the time while the Conſent was in Printing, he, by Mr. Browghton's DireQtions, ga- 
- "20%. iu thered all the Genealogzes of the Bible into one view, and at the laſt they were Publiſhed un- 
der his name, in the form we had then before our Bibles. Bur it was Mr. Broughton that 

direGed, and digeſted them, and there are yer fair Manuſcripts of them to be ſhewed,ſome 

whereof have the Names in Hebrew and Greek, and ſome in the Latine Letter, and ſome 

of them Mr. Broughton's own hand : And one that attended him, Dorman, or Dalman, or 

ſuch a like Name, had made ſuch a Colleftion by the Direction of his Maſter, before Mr. 

Speed had collefted his One View. And yet when the Genealogies came to be Publithed, be- 

_—— Cauſe the Biſhops would not endure to haye Mr. Broug hton's Name to be prefixed, Mr. Speed 
went away with all the credit and profit; fo that he would confeſs, and it was no more 
than he had goo@ reaſon to do ; That Mr. Broughton was a means, under God, of great 
Bleſſings unto him and his Children for worldly Comforts. And therefore that at of his 
may be wondred at, which himſelf confeſſed to ſome of Mr. Broug%ton's Friends ; namely 
That he had as many Manuſcripts of Mr. Broughton's as be could hold in his Arms, and h 


hell his Armas encompalled: But, ſaith he, I have burnt them all; yrhat reaſon moved hi 


— — — 


Scripture. 
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of Mr. Hugh Broughton, Sc. 


fo rodo, he beſt knew : Bur certainly ſtanders by, will hardly be ſatished that it was done 
like a Friend. 

[= No ſooner was the Concent publiſhed, bur it mer with oppoſition by two erhinent Men 
in thetwo Univerſities, Dr. Reynolds in Oxford, and Mr. Lively in Cambridge, who being 
Profeſſors in thoſe Univerſities, both of them read publickly againſt ir. 'The Author of it 
did ulually call it ; His Little Book of great pains. And fo it was indeed ; for it coſt him ma- 
ny years ſtudy, and when he Publiſhed it, his Pains was nor at an end, but to begin anew. 
For the LeCtures of thoſe two Learned Men againſt os him to writing agam an juſtiti- 
cation of what he had publiſhed, and what they excepred againſt. 

—— It was ſome honour to Mr. Broughton to have two Opponents of ſo great Name, worth, 
and Learning : Burt the greater their repute (& that molt deſervedly )the greater was his dif- 
advantage that had to deal with them : And to this was added,that what he held, was Pub- 
lick, and in every Mans hand : But what they read to the contrary, was only among their 
own Auditors, and nothing was publiſhed by them, whereby others might judge of the 
Controverſy betwixt them, of a long time. Dr Reynolds indeed ſent forme Notes of his 
Readings, privately ro Mr. Brough:on; but printed nothing of them all his time, what was pub- 
liſhed of them, was done after Mr. Browghtens Death, by Dr. ohn Burges of Sutton- 
Cofield, in Warwickſhire. Mr. Lively was anſwered privately by Mr. Thornton a Country 
Gentleman, and a Friend, and Follower of Mr. Broughton, as he could come to the know- 
ledge of his exceptions. - And ſo Mr. Broughton ungertook them both himſelf, as he could 
come to underſtand what it was that they oppoſed, and ſpent much pains in confirming his 
own 'Tenets, and confuting theirs. 

—-— This oppoſition of his Concent, as alſo the intreaties of divers of his Friends, prevailed 
with him to Read in private to them, his Explication of it, and he had Auditors to the 
number of eighty, ninty, or an hundred : ſometimes more, ſometimes leſs, and they kept 
their meetings weekly. Ar firſt indeed he Read in the Eaſt end of St. Pauls Church, where 

— afterwards the Lord Mayor and his Brethren uſed to meer ; and this he did with the allow- 
ance of the Queen and her Council, and ſome of the beſt Learned of the Biſhops were his 
Friends. And the Council had the Names of thoſe which were his Schollars, of what Cal- 


ling they were, how Qualified, and where they dwelt. But others of the Biſhops would Oppoſed by 


— notendure this, calling them Dangerous Conventicles,and complaining of them, cauſed them 

- ſome trouble : ſo that ar laſt they could read in Pauls no longer. 

—— Afterwards he Read in a large Chamber in Cheapſide, but tarried nor long there, but re- 
moved to Mark-l/ane, and into fome other places. And this was his courſe when he taughe 
mn private. His Auditors had every one of them The Concent before him, and he went on 
ſtill in the expoſition of it all along with the Bible, and bad his Auditors diligently ro read 
the Scriptures, and keep themſelves to the Chronology of it: and ſhewed whar and how 
much they ſhould Read againſt their next meeting,o be prepared f6r his diſcourſe then. And 
withal handled the Geneallogies, as the matters of thoſe Scriptures called for Explicarion for 
thac time of the Chronology ; that they might underſtand what Scriptures were contained 
wihin ſuch a ſpace of time. And ſtill he ſhewed the DoCtrine of Faith, and love of Chriſ# 
Feſus in every Age ; how believed and practiſed by the Faithful, and who diſpiſed them. 
And in his Application he would ſum up all ina quarter of an hour, or more, as the matter 
required. 

IM theſe his Lectures there are ſtill extant the Notes of four and thirty, and the Notes of 
nine of his Sermons, in which he Collared, the Seftions of Moſes and the Prophets, with the 
New Teſtament; all which weretaken from his Mouth as he delivered them. An Extract 
out of which ( of what isnot in his other Writings) had been Printed and Publiſhed with 
his other Works, had not he that had the peruſing of them in hand for that purpoſe, been 
prevented by a very long, and dangerous Sickneſs, with which he was ſeized at the very 
firſt ſetting of the Preſs on work. 

—— Thus he abode in London divers years from his firſt coming thither, and procured many 
Friends in the City, and made his reſidencetor a long time, more eſpecially _—_y the Fa- 
milies of the Corrons, who tendered and reſpected him very much, during his a 


—kens of their Love, even ſometimes a hundred pounds at a time. There were four Bros 
Lenden ; and he it was whom he meaned in thoſe words in his Epiſtle to the Vice-Chancel- 
and upon the Thames, Anno 1590. in a Boat with Mr. A:Cot: and others, &c. 


Mr. Roger Cotton, a Draper in Cannon-Street, wasa true Schollar of this Maſter, and fo 
B2 con» 


ein En* Bounty of 
— gland, and forgat him not when he was beyond the Seas, but ſent himfrequent and large to- the Cortons. 


thers of them; Fohn, Roger, William, and Allen, which Allen was afterward L. Mayor of — 4 


lor, and Governors of Oxford, ſaying ; A Maſter of Art of your breeding being at London, — K 
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The Life and Death 
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conſtantly plyed theſacred Scriptures, according to the Admonitions and directions that he 
had received from Mr. Broughton, that he Read over the Bible twelve times in one year, 
and what proficiency he made therein, he gave a Specimen of 1t in that little Book which 
he Publiſhed, called, Direftions to the Waters of Life. 

In Mr. Will;:am Cottons Houſe he made his moſt conſtant refidence, who alſo was a Dra- 
per, and where his Lodging and Library were. In this Family he undertook the Education 
of Mr. Cottons eldeſt Son [ Rowland, who was afterward Knighted | in the Hebrew 
Tongue ; which he proſecuted with ſuch good ſucceſs, that there were few places in the 
Bible, which he was not able readily to Read, and to render into Engliſh when he was buc 
ſeven or eight years old, and could very well and readily ſpeak the Hebrew Language. 
Z-The wzy which he uſed to bring him on fo forwardly was this. Firſt, Himſelt ſpake in 


| Hebrew to him conſtantly, and' taught him by heart the paſſages and ſpeeches, which were 


moſt uſual in his ordinary converſe : As to call. for his Food, Cloths, and other neceffaries : 
Alſo Phraſes of falutations, and entertainments : Expreſſions of his Duty, and AﬀeCtions to 
his Parents and Relations. Yea, the very paſſages which were moſt uſual with Children at 
their Play. Theſe he taught him to utter readily in that Language, and had a young Man, 
skilful in that Tongue, who was ever with him to interpret for him. This Noble Kaight 
would oft relate that his Mother would ſometimes be ready to weep, when he came to do his 
Duty ro her, or to ask any thing of her, and might not ſpeak it in Engliſh to her, that ſo ſhe 
might have conferred with hin, and talked to him again. 

_. To this, Mr. Broughton drew up a Vocabulary in Hebrew and Engliſh for him, out of 


© which he wasdayly learning words, And he framedart, not in an Alphabetical way,as Difi- 


onaries and Lexicons uſually are ; But he firſt pitched upon a place or thing more general,and 
then namedaall the particulars in it, or belonging to it : As Heaven Angels,Sun,Moon,Stars, 
Clouds, &c. Soa Houſe, Door, Window, a Parlor, a Celler, &c. A Field, Grafs, a Flower, 
a Tree, Hedge, a Furrow, &c. This Book is yet to be had, and might calily be obtained to 
be Printed, it it ſhould be judged meet to be done. 

And to compleat all, he had him conſtantly with him in his Study, where he inſtilled in- 
to him, firſt the Grammer,and then Read the Bible to him. And this learned Knight would 
often ſpeak of one Book that he had in his Study, with which his Childiſh aftection was 
then much taken, and that only for the Covers-ſake. It was an old Manuſcript, the whole 
Cover whereof was of Braſs, as ours commonly are of Paſtboard and Leather. And when 
he was come to Judgment, he concluded, that it was very likely to be ſome Manuſcript of 
great rarity, and would often bemoan, that atter Mr. Broughtens death, he could never hear 
of it. 


—»—- He would alſo often ſpeak of another Book,which indeed,in the intention of his Maſter, 


he ſhould have had. It was a very-fair New Teſtament, either Greek, or Syriack, he remem- 
bred not which, noted throughout very largely with Mr. Broughtons own Hand, as to the 
unfolding of the Language, and Senſe, and Collation with the O/4 Teftament. This Book 
in his later time he would often ſhew him, and ſay : This I will leave'ro you fer a Legacy, 
when I die ; and ſee that you make much of it. But upon his Death it ſo vaniſhed, that he 
could never ſee, nor hear of it more, although he uſed all the diligent enquiry after it, that 
poſlibly he could, and offered a Hundred pounds for it, if that would have purchaſed it, 


He goes into - Mr. Broughton having thus ſpent ſeveral years in London, An, Chriſt: 15 89. he went o- 
"ver into Germany, having before he went preſented his Concent of Scripture ro Queen Eliz,a- 


beths Majeſty, ro whom he had dedicated it. So he faith in an Epiftle to Her Majeſty : My 
pains in opening and declaring the Concent, which the Scripture hath, 1 humbly preſent to Your 
Majeſty this, Novemb. 17. 1598. 


— — His Companion in his Travels was one Mr. Alexander Top,a young Country Gentleman, 


who put himſelf under his Tatorage, and travelled with him that he might be conſtantly 
under his InſtruCtions. And afterwards Mr. Broughton married a Necce of his,one Mrs. Lix- 
gen,a Gentlewoman that brought a good eſtate ro him. And Mr. Top would oft tell him, 
that he knew not how otherwiſe to requite him tor all the Love, Pains, and Obſervance that 
he had ſhewed to him in his Journey, and he doubted not, but he would find her ſuch a 
Wife, as that he would account it a good requital. 'To this Gentleman it was that he di- 
rected his Treatiſe of Mordecai his Age under this Inſcription, To his good Friend Mr. A.T. 


His Courage. _ - Fhis Gentleman would oft ſpeak of Mr. Broughtons excecding great courage and bold- 


neſs, and freedom in inveighing againſt Popery and Feſ#/ti/- among the Papiſts, and Feſuits, 
and againlt Fudaiſm among the 'Zews. As once more eſpecially at the B, of Mentz his Ta- 
ble, where alſo divers Feſuts were preſent, with whom he diſcourſed fo freely, and ſharply 
againſt the Papacy, as Antichriſtian, and againſt the blindneſs and wickednels of the Roma- 


niſts, 
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nies, that the Proteſtants who were preſent with him, were afraid that he would have en- 

dangered both himſelf and them. Ar another time, being in ons of the Few's Synagegues, 

at the time of their Service, where their Publick Miniſter Read, and Praycd in a ſtrange 

and uncouth Tone, one of the Jews, as he came cut, 1aid unto him; Did not our Miniſter 

Sing like an Angel? No (laith he) be Parked [;ke a Deg : And fo cailed tor a Diſpute with 

him, where they had long and much rugging. = 
Alſo Anno Chriſt: 1589. he had a Diſpute with Rabb: Elias in Frankford Synagogue, as His Dt.- 

himſelf relateth in his 'I'ract, A Require of Conſent, &c. Some of the beſt Learned "Fews, PUTS. 

(faith he) have greatly defired to be taught our Goſpel. One Rabbi Eliarot Germany 

did it whole one and twenty years, with whom in Frankford Synagogue (in the year 1589.) 

I Diſputed, and drew all the Law to Chriſt, fo that he denied nothing, but ftill defired to 

hear that matter enlarged. We Diſputed under this Oath ; That God would ſtrike him pre- 

ſently that fhould ſpeak againſt his own Conſcience ; whereupon he never denied any thing 

that I ſpake, only requelted leaye to propound his Doubts, and departed with a Defire to 

be taught by Printing. "This our Conference was .reported by Fexs as far as to Conſtan- 

tinople, and by farther Inſtigation, Rabbi Abraham Reuben, lent trom thence his Epiſtle in- 

to England. 

— AnoChrifi1599. He was ſtill in Germany; fo himſelf faith in an Epiſtle to the Vice- 
Chancellor oft Oxford. A Dy. (faith he) of yours told Dr. Reynolds, when I was im Ger- 
many, in the year 1590. thus ;, Inivis parvum gratiam @ Chriſtians, qui conatus es hane 
Prophetiam Danielis labefaftare. Praeterea, qui iſtic mos eft invchi m abſentem ? Ille cui con- 
tradicis, jam eſt m media Germania. 

— He alſo mentioneth his being at Worms this year in his Treatiſe of Melchizedeck. And 
this fame year he wrote his little 'Tract of Mordecat his Age to Mr. Top, who was then with 
him in Germany, the young Gentleman dehring ſatisfaction in that point. Probably they 
had heard what Dr, Reynolds had faid upon it. , 

— Anno Chriſti 1591. He was again in England. Probably he came over, that he might H's Rerurn 
make ſomething of the Controverſie betwix: that Dr. and him. "They mer at London, and © England. 
referred the Umpirage of their Conteſt rothe A. B. of Canterbury, and to Dr. Elmer, B. B. 
of Londen. See his Epiſtle rothem, Dated im London Novemb. 4. 159 1. But it ſeems that 
Reference came to nothing, — | 

— AmoChriſti 1592. He was agam in Germany, and (as it's likely ) he continued there Tacn inro E-/ 
after the Death ot Queen El;zabeth. He had ſome potent Adverſary in her Court,who was Germany. | 
a means to hinder lim from the Preterment which the Queen intended him, and to obſtruct 
her favour to him, and that bred danger and unſertlednefs -to him in England, and this 
cauſed him to ſpend ſo much of his time in a ſtrange Country. It may eaſily be gathered 
out of his Epiſtle ro Queen Elizabeth, (pag. 72.7. of his Works) that his great Antagoniſt 
was the then A. B. of Canterbury, who alſo had laid wait to apprehend him, and offtercd a 
Sum of Money to him who would diſcover where he was. 

— This year he publiſhed the Simar-/ight, which he Dedicated to rhe Earl of Eſſex, cauſing His Sinai's- "Z.4 
it wholly to be Engraven in Braſs, which coſt him about an hundred marks. The Plates are 8% 
yet to be had in England. 

__ In his Travels beyond Sea he was familiarly acquainted with Scaliger, Repheleng ies, Tus His Ac- 

nizs, Beza, aud others the moſt Eminent for Learning in thoſe Times. His Tranſactions quaintance. 

with Piſtorizes, Nic. Serrarins, and other Feſuites, from whom he found more reſpe&t, than — : 
he did from ſome Proteſtants, eſpecially from the Scholars of Geneva. - His favour with the - 
A. B. of Mentz, to whom he Dedicated his Tranſlation ot the Prophets into Greek. His 
having the offer of a Cardinals Eap in Rome ; and his many Diſputes. with ſeveral Rabbins. 
His Diſcourſe before the Duke of Bewllien about the Deſcent imto Hell, in the Commence- 
ment at Mentz, and divers other things, of which it were but ſuperfluous to diſcourſe here 
at large, and would bur anticipate him that hath, or will Read his Works; and our chief 
intent here, is not to ſpeak of thoſe things which are obvious in his Works, bur of thoſe 
which are known only unto few, the whole ſtock of his Diſciples, being: now whoily worn 
out. 

—— Mr. Broughton in his Explication of the Apecalypſe, ſpeaketh of ſome Paſſages berwixt Hz is prof- 
himſelf, and ſome Feſuits at the Towns endot Mentz; and, among, other thingz,ſaith rhus; t< red + Care 
Upon this 2we' turned to Read the Proſelytes Letter ; for whoſe Teſtimony, I might have hed a cinulihiy. 

— Cardinalſoip Principal of Rome, one My. Murton of Yorkſhire, defired me to go to Meats 

with Lim, to hear what they ſatd of it ; where one of them tobe occaſion (as they were ſpeek- 
img about Cardinals) to ask, what mine would have been worth? The other anſwered, About —— 
Eighteen rbeuſand French Crowns. This Mr. Murton, however then trritten, was no other 
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than he 3vbo afterwards was B. B. Moreton, firſt of Cheſter, then of Coventry and Litchficd, 

FxXGg and laſtly of Durham. He would tell how he was with Mr. Broughton in Germany, and was 
— continually propoſing ſome thing or other to him,wherein he deſired to be refolyed:And when 
— he underſtood not ſome of his Anſwers,but required farther Explication, Mr, Broughton would 

_— be angry, and call him Dullard, and Unkarned, and fuch like Names ; whereupon Dr.More- 

_. ton took up this Cuſtom, that, when he came to propoſe any Donbt to him, he would plea- 
fantly fay ; I pray you, whatſoever Dolts and Dullards 1 am to be called, call me ſo before we 
begin, that your Diſcourſe, and mine Attention be not interrupted thereby. And Mr. Brong bro 
took it as pleaſantly from him. | ; 

__. Mr. Brovghten (peaks oft of his Diſputations with Rabbt Farrar, and to that which he 
writeth of it, thus much more may be 4dded : "That the ſame Rabbin wrote a Tradt in La- 
zine, to have confuted Mr. Browgbton's Opinion about the Fourth Monarchy, which yer Mr, 
Broughton nevet anſwered, either conceiving that he had already faid enough upon that 
Subje&t in his former Wricings, or elſe becauſe he wanted either health, or leiſure. 

_- Amo Chriſti 1596. came the Epiſtle of Rabbi Abrabam Reuben from Conſt aminople, di- 
refted ro him in London ; but he was then in Germany. It was written in' fo harſh and 
?2nge an Hebrew Charatter, that, —_— it went through the Hands of divers Scholars in 
london, yet none could fo much as Read the Endorſement, till at laſt it came to Mr. Top, 
who, as afterwards he confeſled, could nor at firſt know one Letter of it : But at laſt, with 
very much pains he found out the CharaCter, and made a ſhift to Read it, and fo ſent it 
over to him in Germany, 

* — At this time of his abode there, Mr. Iſaac Genizs became his Scholar, who afterwards 
turned his Concent of Scripture into Latine, which he publiſhed Anno Chriſti 1602. Mr. 
Broughtcn himſelt overſeeing the Work all along : And thus much may be obſerved from 
thoſe words of his in the Epiſtle to the Reader, where he writes thus; Tranſlatione hac med, 
med inquam, majore ex parte; nam e plurima Anthor ſtilo ſuo addit. 

— Mr. Fobn Boreel had turned his Expoſition upon Daniel into Latine ſome three years: 
before. 

His Return _. Upon the Death of Queen Elizabeth, or ſhortly after, he returned into England, and was 
to England. ;5 London at the time when the Plague raged ſore there; and Mr, Broughton going to viſit 
Mr. Speed in that ſad time, he was aſtoniſhed to ſee him there in a time of ſo much danger. 
But Mr. Broughton was yery chearful, and ſpake much to his Edification and Comfort con- 
cerning God's afflicting hand upon the City. 
- -— Bible rranſ-_-. Anno Chriſti 1603. he Preached at Oatlands before Prince Henry, upon the Lord's 
© lated. Prayer. Anno Chriſti 1607. the Tranſlation of the Bible was begun : From which work, 
how he came to be ſecluded, whoſe Abilities that way were known fo well, may rather be 
, Wwondred at than reſolved. He had ſpoken much concerning that 'Trarſlation, for which 
he heareth ill of ſome, as if he ſhewed Indignation, becauſe he was excluded 3 Whereas 
Charity and Candour would conſtrue, that whathe had written, was in Zeal, and Vindi- 
cation of the Truth. And doubtleſs if his Advertiſements concerning ſome particular Texts 
" had been taken, they had not been uſeleſs. 
-- He again made another Journey beyond the Seas, and made his abode there for a while, 
and was for ſome time a Preacher to the Engliſh in Arddlebourg : And thither two of . bis 
Followers in Londou [Mr. Ayre and Mr. Perry | went purpoſely to give him a viſit : whom 
at firſt meeting he did a little chide, for taking ſo long, dangerous, chargeable, and need- 
leſs a Journey. What? ſaid they pleaſantly ; Is this the Entertainment you give ws for our 
pains and viſit © Then did he as pleaſantly and lovingly embrace them, and entertained 
them heartily and affeCtionately during all the time of their abode with him. 
_-__- Whilſt he was now beyond the Seas, he wrote that very ſharp aud ſmart Diſcourſe a- 
gainſt A. B, Bancroft, and ſent the whole Impreſſion over_to Mr. William Cotton ( Younger 
Brother to Sir Rowland Cotton) then hving in Londoy ; withal, intreating him, that if he 
durſt adventure, he ſhould deliver one of the faid Books into the A. Biſhop's own Hands. 
The Gentleman, though he foreſaw the undertaking to be dangerous, becauſe he could 
deny nothing to Mr. Broughton, undertook it, and made his Apology *o the A. B. and told 
him that Mr. Broughton had engaged him to do it, and therefore he begged his Lordſhips 
; Pardon and Excuſe, which-alſo he obtained, and was fairly diſmiſſed, 

—_— But ſome Officers were immediately ſent to his Lodging, to ſeize upon the Impreſiion, 
which they did accordingly : But Mr. Cotton foreſeeing what would come to paſs,had cons 
veyed a Frunk-full of them out of the way, whereby he eſcaped. | 

HisSickneſs _— Mr. Broughton having thus ſpent much of his time in Travels, at laſt he fell into a Cough 
and Rerurn of the Lungs, which encrealing upon him, cauſed his Return into England,as being deſirous 
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to dic in his own Country ; and accordingly in the Month of November, Anno 161 1, be 
came to Grave:-end ; which being ſpeedily made known to his Friends in London, divers 
of them went down'to him thither, and brought him to the City, He told them, that he 
was come to die in his own Native Country ; and his defire alfo was, if the Lord had per- 
mitted, to die in hizown Native County [| Shropſhire ] and fo had he oft told Sir Row 
Cotton afore this, that he intended to end his. Days with him, if the Lord ſhould permit, 
and fo he told him now again at their meeting in London, that if his {trengrh would give 
him leave, he would come down to him into Shropſhire, and the noble Knight did accor- 
dingly accommodate Lodgings for him againſt his coming, ſuitable to his weak and ſickly 
condition. But it pleaſed the Lord to prevent his Journey, | 

_— He lodged in London, and kept all Winter with an old Friend, Mr. Hill in Cannon 
Street, and in the Spring he was removed for freſh air to Totnam-High-Croſs, to the Houſe 
of one Mr. Benet, a Linnen-Draper 1n Cheapſide. 

Although he had lo tedious an intirmity,yet he ſpake,as he could, at times to his Friends His Spee- 
about many things, giving them many pious, and godly exhortations. He uſed theſe ſhort ches. 
Speeches to them very much : Study the Bible. La to ſave one another . Be peaceable. <> 

— Meddle with your own matters. Some great fudgment will come upon this Kingdom. Never — 
— fear Popery : It ſhall never overflow = : But the courſe, which the Biſhops wr will fill the — 
- Land with Atheiſm. Meddle not with the quarreling. Teach not the unwilling : many other —” 
— ſuch ſpeeches he uſed. He wentover all the Books of the Old Teſtament in a brief diſcourſe — 
of the ſum of every one of them: But he was now ſo weak, being near his end, that his 
ſtrength ſerved him not to do the like by thoſe of the New. 
—»-W hen he drew near to Death, he told them that ſtood by him, that Satan had aſſaulted His Death! 4+ 

i him : Bur ( faid he ) rhe Son of God hath rebuked bim, and hath ſpoken comfortable words to ; 
my Soul. A little before his Death two Friends came from London to viſit him, and he 
could then ſpeak to them,though very faintly. And after ſome ſtay with him,they took their 
leaves of him, not thinking that his end had beenſo near. But e're they came half way to 
London, a Meſlenger overtook them, and told them that Mr, Broughton was ſpeechleſs, here- 
upon they haſted back again, and found ito ; for they could get no words from him, yet 
when they asked him; Shall one of us pray by you ? He, by litting up his Hands, gave an 
evident fign of his conſent, and fervent defire after it. And fo they ſtayed with him till he 
Dyed : which was Auguſt the 4th, An. Ch. 1612. He being then in his Climaterical year, 

Vit. 62." 

..-- His "OS was brought to London, accompanied with a great multitude of People, of 
whom many had pur themſelves into mourning for hisſake. He was interred in St. Anrho- <2 
lines Church, Auguſt the 7th, Mr, Speght, Miniſter of the Church in Mzi& Street, Preached 
his Funeral Sermon upon thoſe words, Fobn 11.8. Lord, Behold, he whom thou loveſt is 
ſick. It was ſaid that the Biſhops would not ſufter his Sermon to be Printed. 

— Of Perſonage he was gracetul and comely : of a countenance that ſpake much ſtudiouſs His Chara- 
nels, and gravity, and the Pifture of him prefixed before his Works, doth much reſemble <tcr. 
him, as ſuch ſay who beſt knew him. He was indefatigably ſtudious, which ſwayed his 
temper a lictle to auſterity : and yet among his Friends, he was of a very ſweet, affable, and — 
loving carriage ; ſharp, and ſevere, and exceeding bold againſt Error, and Impiety, and — 
would ſharply reprove it, whatever it coſt him. He was once travelling here in England, = 
and being in his Inn, a Royſter, in the room next to him, was ſwearing horribly, and at no — 
meaſure: In went he boldly to him, and who arr thou ( ſaith he ) rhow Wretch, who darefs His Bold- 
thus to Blaſpheme, and profane the glorious Name of the Great God ? And ſome other like nels. 
words, which he ſer on with ſo great anawe, and boldneſs, that the Roarer became calm, — 
_ took his ſharp reprooks ( eſpecially when he came to underſtand who he was) in very — 
good part, 

— _ free and communicative to any that deſired to learn of him : But would withall — 
be very angry with Scholars, if they did not readily underſtand him in hisdiſcourſe, as — 
thinking ita ſhame to them to be ignorant of ſuch things. Among his Friends he would 
be very pleaſant, eſpecially at his Meals, at which time, if any at the Table propoſed any 
ſerious Queſtion to him, to Be reſolved on, he would commonly divert it with ſome other 
Queſtions, and that ordinarily, a pleaſant one, to find the Table imployment in the diſcuſli- 
on of it, tilt he had Dined, or Sup'r, and then he would ſay: Now come and ask what 
Queſtion you pleaſe : for now I am ready for you: and ſo would return to his ferious diſcourſe 
again, 

His tile of writing was curt, and ſomething harſh, and obſcure, becauſe he affefted His Stile; 
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to ſpeak much in few words: and. beſides that his natural Genius inclined him to ſuch « 
ſtile, it's probable, that his much converling with the Tudaick Learning, did ſomething 
mould, and habituate him that way. His rehearſing the ſame things often over, was occaſio- 
ned by the writing of his Treatiſes in ſeveral places, -and having his diſcourſes with ſeveral 
Perſons, where the ſame things did almoſt inevitably occur and fall in: It were to be wiſhed, 


| —- that he had been moreſparing in his own Praiſes, and lefs bitter in his inveCtives againſt his 
— Antagoniſts : But if it be impartially conlidered how he was trampled under foot by ſome 
.— of the Biſhops, and vilifhed by others upon their example, how he was by them kept from 
deſerved Preterment, toſſed up and down, troubled, diſgraced, and endangered, you may 

o tvery well allow ſome Grains of tranſportment, and liberty to lo great « Scholar as he was, 

ſomewhat to forget himſelf, "Thoſe that read his Writings, which defire to profit by them, 
wil! paſs over ſuch things without offence, and cover ſuch weakneſſes with the Mantle of — 
Charity, the rather becauſe himſelf rook notice of them, and upon his Death-Bed confeſſed, - 
and acknowledged them to be his infirmities, whereof he repented. And withal he proteſted - 
then, as he had often before, that they were rather ſtrained from him by his Adverſarie 
provocations, then flowing from his own diſpoſition. 

_—— In his Writings the ſerious and impartialReader will find theſe two things. Firſt, as much 

Light given to the Scriptures, eſpecially into the moſt difficult,paſlages of it, as is to be 
found in any one Author whatſoever : Nay, it may be, in all Authors together. Secondly, 
a winning, and inticing enforcement to the reading of the Scriptures, with a greater ſerj- 
ouſneſs, and more then ordinary ſearching into them. Among thoſe that have ſtudied his 
Books, fhany might be named, that have grown to be Proficients, ſo far as that they have 
attained to a moſt ſingular, and almoſt incredible skill, and readineſs in his way, in the un- 
derſtanding of the Bible,thcugh otherwiſe unlearnedMen. Yea,ſomeſuch their were, that be- 
ing excited, and ſtirred up by his Books, applyer themſelves to the ſtudy of the Hebrew 
Tongue, and attained to a great meaſure of skill and knowledge therein, Nay, a Woman 
might be named that did it. 

—— Mr. Broughtons Writings do carry in them a kind of holy and happy Faſcination, that 
His Wri- the ſerious Reader of them, is won by a ſweet violence, to look into the ſacred Scriptures 
__ with the greateſt diligence and ſeriouſneſs that is poſſible,and cannot chuſe but do it. Let any 

one but ſet himſelf to read his Books in good earneſt, and if he find not, that he ſees much 

more in the Scriptures, then ever formerly he did, and that he is ſtirred up to ſearch much 

more narrowly into them then ever he was before, he mifſeth of that, which was neſtr miſ- 

= of before, by any 'that took that courſe, it multitude of Experiences may bave any 
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cimes ProteCtor of Scotland, from whom in the fifth remove deſcended Fame: 
Boid, Baron of Trochreg and Barniel, the Father of our Robert. He was born Anno 


Ri Boid of Trochreg, was deſcended of Robert Boid, Earl of Arran, and ſome- - 


Dom. 1578. and by his Father carefully educared in learning, and having profited in the His Educa- 


ſtudy of the liberal Arts, he commenced Maſter of Arts in the Univerſity of Edinburgh ; 
where alfo he was a diligent hearer ot Robert Rollock, a famous Preacher-m thoſe daies. 
Amno Chrifti 1604. or thereabouts,he travell'd into France, and came to Poitiers, where 
he ſtaid but a while, becauſe he had not the convenience there of frequenting religious exer- 
ciſes, to which he was much addicted : and going from thence, he went to Thoarſe, where 
Dr. Rivet had been Miniſter for about x © years ; who moſt willingly entertain'd this learn- 
ed young Man, eſpecially when he underſtood that he was willing to undertake the inſtrudt- 
ing of certain noble Youths in a School lately founded in that place by him at the charge 
of the noble Duke Tr7umelian, This platc he diſcharged for a year and halt with grear pro- 
fir, and happy fucceſs ; living all that while in great familiariry with River, approving 
himſelf exquiſite in learning unblameable in his Converſation, eminent in Piety, and of fin- 
gular modeſty. He was fo diligent and induſtrious if his ſtudies, that he ſpent whole nights 
and daies, fo far as bis School would give him leave, in reading and writing, and borrow- 
' ing divers Books of Dr. Rivet, eſpecially Greek Authors both in Proſe and Verſe, he made 
ſo good uſe of the ſame, gathering our of them whatſoever was worthy obſervation, 
that he throughly digeſted them, and became Maſter of them, whereby both Latine and 
Greek grew as familiar to him as his Mother Tongue ; He was alſo no noviee in Hebrew, 
and in that ſhort ſpace he grew fo exad in the French Tongue, that after a few years he 
might be reckon'd among the moſt eloquent, whether you reſpect the elegancies of that 
Language, or the pronunciation of it ( a faculty, which few of his Countrymen uſe to at- 
rain unto ) as many could witneſs, whoa while after heard him Preach eloquently in the 
ſame. 
_— From Thoarſe he went to Bourdeaux, where Gilbert Primroſe, his Countryman, was Paſtor 
of the Reformed Church ; a man defervedly famous; by whoſe means he lived there a 
year with a certain Nobleman, who delired ro make uſe of his labours. 
_—. About this time the Univerſity of Mount auban wanting a Profeſſor of Philoſophy, ſent for 
him thither ; where, according to the cuſtom of the Academy, he taught and exerciſed his 
Scholars four hours every day, running over the whole body of Phuloſopby, whereby many 
of the Students took their degree with good approbation, While he was thus bufily em- 
ployed in the Schools, all the reſt of his ſpare time he ſpent in other Studies. He ſlept little, 
ſpendiug a great part of the night in the ſtudy of Divinizy, which he propounded as bis chie- 
feſt —_ : tor he alwaies purpoſed, if God ſhould give him an opportunity to be a Paffor 
of a Church, and 4 Profeſſor of an Univerſity. But when certain Students, his hearers, re- 
turn'd from Montauban into Xantoin, and Angouleme, and there, to his gagat commendati- 
on, divulged how eloquently he ſpake the French Tongue, afhrming further, that he carri- 
ed himſelt gravely and modeſtly, was of a moſt exemplary converſation, and that he had 
declared that he would embrace a call to the Miniſtry in the French Church, the Church of 
Verthole im Angouleme, having firlt adviſed with the Provincial Synod, caſt their Eyes upon 
him, and ſending delegates ro Mountauban, they agreed with him that he (hould enter into 
the ſacred Miniſtry, and undertake to be their Paſtor :,which he aflented to, upon condition, 
that if he ſhould have acall to any Univerſity, where he might exerciſe the Office both of 
a Paſtor and Profeſſor, that Church ſhould be willing to part with him. And thus after due 
examination and ttial he was ordained by the Synod, and ſerled in that Church. 
—— From thence he wrote often to Dr. Rever, giving him an account of his Studies, whode- 
fired a viſit from him; being bur a day or two journiesoft. Dr. R:wer alſo informed the ib 
luſtrious Lord Du Pleſjis of his parts, and excellent indowments, at what time a Profeſſors 
place was void, Will:am Crag, a learned Scothman. who had long been a Profeſſor of Philoſs- 
phy there, being now made a Profeſſor of Divmity. When gone, Boid came to him to 
Thoarſe, Dr. Rrvet ſent him with his letters of recommendation to Samur to the Lord Ds 
Pleſſis, who having conterred with him in private, and heard him Preach in publick, com- 
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municating counſels with the Synod, he brought it my that Delegates were ſent to his 
Church at Verthole, requeſting that for the good of the Univerſity, and by the approbation 
of the Provincial Synod, they'd give way to his diſmiſſion ; for which end alſo they wrote 
Letters to the Synod. This requeſt was very grievous to his Church, which highly prized 
him ; yet looking at the benehr of the Univerſity, though very unwillingly, they -at laſt 
diſmiſled him, with ample teſtimonies, both from the Synod and themſelves. 

Ar Samir a __ When he was come to Samur, he was admitted amongſt the ordinary Paſtors of the 

manor and Church ,- and beſides, performed publick Lefures, and extraordinary Diſputations in the 

-— Univerſity for ſome months, till a Synod of the Churches of Anjou, Cznoman and Tours,met 

together; whom the National Synod had appointed to provide hit Profeſſors of Divinity in 
that Univerſity, and that they ſbould carefully examine them, afore they admitted them. 
This was performed in Sepr. An. 1608. at which time the Paſtors of 'that Province met to» 
gether, to whom alſo wereadjoined ſome Paſtors of the neighbouring Provinces, among 
whom Dr. Rivet was one. There divers Theological points about the Church, and Church- 
matters, were propounded to be diſputed on, and Robert Boid, who was to undergo his 
Trial, was appointed to anſwer before the aflembly of Paſtors and Elders : which place he fo 
diſcharged, that by the unanimous conſent of all, he was judged worthy of that Chair ; 
which tor the ſpace of 6 years after, viz. till the year 1614, he ſupplicd with the great 
applauſe of all, and to the great profit of the Students, with unwearied labour, and incredi- 
ble induſtry and diligence. So that by his exceſſive watchings, he contracted a weakneſs of 

His weak. fſtomack : yet would he not ( though intreated ) favour himſelf, nor be prevail'd with to 

nels. forbear his ordinary LeEtures, though he had time moſt freely allowed him for the recove. 

ry' of his health. ; 

__Healwaies obſerved this Rule, To fetch bis Divinity from the fountains of the ſacred Scrip- 
tures : for which end he made choice. of the Epiſtle of Paul to the Epheſians, to expound 
itin his publick Lectures, becauſe he ſaw that the Apoſtle had in this Epiſtle with admira- 
ble ſuccin&tneſs comprized all the chief Heads of the Chriſtian Religion, relating both to 
Faith and Mamers, and omitted nothing that was neceflary. 

—- In all his Diſpurations, which were many, he was ſolid and acute, and withal fo clear, 
that he left no ſcruples remaining in the minds of his hearers. 

_— Anno Chriſti. 16 11. When that famous Aſſembly was held at Samur, in which appear- 
ed almoſt all the Proteſtant Nobility, and two Paſtors delegated out of every Province, Mr. 

His Set- Boid Preaching in his courſe among others, had this teſtimony from all, that ſo copious and 

mons., eloquent language was admirable in a Foreigner, who had ſo lately learned their Tongue. 

_—- | And having a great care toimprove his learning, and a defire to ſettle himſelf in France, 

he began to bethink himſelf of a fit Yoke-fellow, and finding an honeſt Virgin of the Fa- 

mily of Malivern, he ſought to her Parents for their conſent, who having received a ſatis- 
factory teſtimony out of Scotland, of the Nobility of his birth, and competency of his 

Eſtate, they eaſily yeilded, and fo he took her to Wife, with the great good liking both of 

the Church and Univer/ty, who hoped,'that by this means he would be fixed among them, 

ſoas never to entertain thoughts of retfirning to Scotland again, to ſettle there. 

_—— Bute're long things fell out otherwite ; for King Fames taking care of the Univerſities 
within his Dominions, and hearing of Mr. Bozd, what great credit he had at Samur, and 
being told by ſome noble Scorchmen, who were of kin to him, that he was moſt hit to be 
placed over the Colledge of Glaſcow, as one that was like to adorn the Divinity Chair there, 
t they fo far prevailed that King 'Zawes commanded him to return to his own Country ; wri- 

His return ting alſo to the Lord Du Pleſſis,that with his and the Univerſities good leave be might come 

to Scotland. away. Thus. his former purpoſes being overpowred, neither himlelf, nor they in France, to 

whom he was obliged, being able to reſiſt, with much difficulty getting the conſent of his 

Wife and her Parents, he bid Farewel to the Univerſity of Samur, who, ſenſible of their 
great loſs, Iiſeniſied him with much grief. 

This removal from Samub to Glaſcow was An. Dom. 1615. where for the firſt four 

| years ſpace all things went according to his own deſire. His exemplary Holineſs, ſingular 

Learning, admirable Eloquence ; his Gravity, Humility, unaffected Modeſty, extraordina- 

ry Diligence both in his Eccleſiaſtzcal and Seholaſtical Employment, above the rate of ordi- 

nary Paſtors or Profeſſors, drew all to a Reverence, Love, and Eſteem tor, and many even 

His ſucceſs T0 an admiration of, him. Under hjs conduct, with the aſſiſtance of his Colleagues, Mr. 

therc. William Blair, Mr. David Dickſon, Mr. 7 ames Robertſon, Mr. Fames Sharp, and Mr. Robert 

Blair, the affairs of the Univerſity flouriſht exceedingly. From the very beginning of the 
Reformation, the credit and concerns thereof, were ina very good poſture, by the care, and 
endea- 
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er:deavours of Mr. Andrew Melvin, and Mr. Thomas Smeton the Preſidents there, who 
were famous for their dextrous management of all things relating both ro Diſcipline, Man- 
ners and learning : but atter the coming of Mr. Boid, every thing grew to a far greater « 


heighth. 


__- His pains were unparallePd,and indefatigable ; for he fate daily at his ſtudies, from mor- j4;, 10944. 
ning till midnight, and ſometime longer, ſaving only a few hours for the neceſſary refeCtion ry. 
of nature, and diſpatch of the Exerciſes of his Place, For his Diet, he was very ſtrict and 
ſevere : yet 1n hjs private converſation, when at any time he unbended himſelf thereto ( for 
he was neither a man for all company, nor for any company at all ſeaſons ) he was moſt ob- 
ligingly courteous, and among thoſe with whom he was familiar, he was ſometimes very 
pleaſant and cheartul, In all his publick Lefures, Piety, Learning and Eloquence ſtrove j4;5 rc 
which ſhould get the Maſtery. In the exerciſe of Diſcipline, whether in privatc Claſſes, or Parrs, an 
publick Aſemblies, ſuch was the ſeverity of his Reproofs, the earneſtneſs of his perſua- Practice, 
tions, the authority of his InjunCtions, the charity and prudence of his Connſels, and in all 
ſuch a prevailing perſuaſiveneſs, that his looks and words were more powerful to reform 
what was amils, than the ſharpeſt corrections of others. And one Engine he had of grea- 
ter force than all the reſt to work upon the moſt obſtinate minds, and that was his ſolemn 
Prayers aſter the exerciſe of publick Diſcipline, and weekly cenſures, which he utter'd in 
Latine, with excellent and conſtant variety of compoſure, whereby he drew even rivers of 
tears from, and ſtir'd up troops of ardent defiresin ſome of his hearers. 
_—— Samur had abundant experience for {ix who'e years together of his ſolidity in modera- 
ting, and determining in their Diſputations, and Glaſcow had no lefstrial of his ſubrilty and 
protoundneſs in his exrerporary Diſputations in the ſblemn and frequent examination of 
Students : for,:s for theProblematical (porting withDivinity,by young Men,ſo much uſed in 
moſt Univerſities, he thought it below the Majeſty of that ſacred Art: and therefore,though 
he were a moſt acute and $kiltul Maſter in the art of Diſputing, and inferior to none, 
if not ſuperjor to molt therein, yet he ſeem'd to have a peculiar converſation from it, and 
ſaw ſo many things which he — fit to be reformed in your ordinary Divinity Diſpu- 
tations, that he refvlved wholly to torbear that exerciſe at Glaſcow. 


_—— As for Conference and Diſcourſe, though he condemin'd the praftice of ſome in tri- Prudence. 


fling away their golden hours in frivilous chat, and impertinent prattle, yet 4f any one 
came to him either for ſatisfaction in any doubt, or for Counſel, or Comfort, or upon any 
ſuch ſerious account, none did entertain them wh greater humanity and humility, or more 
fully and freely open himfelt unto them. 
_- Burt above all, his peculiar Excellency did ſeem to lie in Prattical Divinit ”, and refolving Picty. 
Caſes of Conſcience ; as appears,not only by the whole contexture of his rare Comment on 
the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, bur eſpecially by that part-of it-on the 6th Chapter. 
—— His manner of performing his Lectures was this; Twice a week he read for an hour 
and a half together ; but he did not read out of his Papers all that he-delivered, as the cu- 
ſtam of moſt 1s, bur uttered all in a continued Diſcourie, without any heſitation, and with 
as much eaſe and freedom of ſpeech as the molt Eloquent Divine is wont to deliver his po- 
pular Sermons in his Mother Tongue. Oae thing eſpecially was admirable and aſton:ſh- 
ing in him,that all his Quotaions out of the Greek Fathers, which were frequent, and ſome- 
rimes very long, he repeated by heart, and never made uſe of any Notes in the Chair, ex- 
cept for an extraordinary long paſſage out of Chry/oſtom once or twice. 
—— We come now to the laſt part of his Life. For the four firſt years, after his coming t5 T,oyblcs 
_ Glaſcow, all things ran ſinoothly, as was ſaid ; but afterwards the Clouds began toriſe, an4 begin. 
the Malice of the Devil did not ſufter him to enjoy a much longer time of Peace. In the — 
© year 1618, as the Synod of Dort met together, which proved very happy and ſucceſsful to — 
the Reformed Churches ; ſo there was held an Aſſembly at Perth, which proved as fatal — 
and miſchievous to the Britiſh Churches. King Fames, otherwiſe a moſt wiſe Prince, was — 
farally miſtakenin this, in that he ſuffered himſelf ; to-be influenc'd ſo tar by the Counſels — 
of A. Biſhop Bancroft, and other Court-Biſhops, as to reſolve either by art, or force,to con- 
form the Scorriſh Church to the Engliſh in point of Government and Ceremonies : And as a 
little before he had obtruded ſome Bithops out of England upon the Scorch Churches fore — 
againſt their minds ; ſo by means of that. mock- counterfeit Synod at Perth, he appointed 
that hve of the Chiet Eng/iſh C:remonies ſhould be brought into uſe in Scotland - Hence — 
came that train of quarrels, troubles and confuſions, which overturned from the very Foun- 
dations, that flouriſhing Church. - And though many, ſome out of one reſpe&, ſome out of — 
another, did ſubmit their necks to this yoak; yet divers of the moſt Eminent Miniſters, — 


both for Piety and Learning, ſtood up in defence of the Liberty and Purity of the Scorrifh — 
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"Church, againſt the Innovation and Violent Attempts of the Biſhops and Court-Party: And 
_— though Mr. Boid did not publickly intermeddle with theſe Controverſies, yet he did nor 
obſurely favour the Diflenters: Bur however, he extended his Charity to the Biſhops, as 
hoping well of them, not being as yet thorowly acquainted with their Deſigns and Pra- 
Ctices, 

_—— But as ſoon as the B:ſhops perceived that he did favour their Oppoſers, they lookt upon 
him with an evil Eye, and by their Emiſlaries did wreſt all his deeds and words to the 
worlt ſenſe. - Robert Bruce, the Head of the Anti-Epiſcopal Party in Scotland,came frequent- 
ly to a Houſe of his, which was near Glaſcew; thither Mr. Boid went once or twice 
ro make him a Viſit, they being of Antient Acquaintance. -This the Prelatical pick-thanks 
laid hold on, not only to ſpread abroad Rumors among the common people, bur to write 
ro the King alſo, That Trechreg was gone over into the Tents of the Puritanes,as they called 
them. Hereupon, that he\might decline the King's diſpleaſure, which he was afraid of, 
and the Biſhops hatred, he entertained thoughts ot leaving his publick Employment, and 
retiring himſelf to his own Eſtate which he had in Garick ; from which yer he was catneſt- 
ly difluaded by all his Friends; but all in vain ; for he was fully reſolved to lay afide both 

Re laid all his Academical and Eccleſiaſtical Imployments, which accordingly he did fore againſt 
down bis the mind of all thoſe that were well-wiſhers to him, notwithſtanding all they could lay 
- waa to the contrary : , Which courſe yet he ſoon after repented of ; for he conſidered that no 
; Midas man ought voluntarily to put himſelf vut of that Station and Employment wherein God by 
his Providence has plac'd him, except he be by violence forc'd thereto; and therefore he 
earneſtly defired that God would open a Door for his return _= to ſome Employment 
Nis rrou- either in the Church or Univerſity, that ſo his Talent that God had intruſted him with, 
dlcs. might again be. brought forth to publick uſe for the honour of his Lord and Maſter, 
__ While he lived in this Privacy and Retirement, he kept correſpondence with Dr. Rivet 
(as he had done all along from their firſt Acquaintance) and communicated all his Afﬀairs 
to him ; and among other things, he acquainted him how that ſome who had been his fa- 
miliars, and pretended friends formerly, now diſcoyered much Enmity againſt him : Where- 
upon he wrote to them modeſtly and meekly, declaring his Judgment, and beſeeching them 
by the bowels of Chriſt, to deal renderly with their Brethren; and to uſe their beſt Endea- 
vours for procuring them liberty from that intollerable yoak which was impoſed upon their 
conſciences : 'This they took fo heinouſly, and treated him fo roughly afterwards, that he 
faid he thought he might have found more favor from the Genercl of the Feſuits, with his 
four Aſſeſſors, than he did from them : He added; that according to the preſent poſture of 
affairs, he ſaw little Iikelyhood offobtaining any further publick employment; though 
there was fire kindled in his Breaſt ready to break forth, when as he ſaw and heard thoſe 
things which daily occur'd to his Eyes and Ears, | 
-— While he was thus ſolicitous what to do, there came Meſſengers to him from Edinburgh, 
deſiring him to come to them, and undertake the charge of the —_—_—_ of the Univer- 
fity, and of a Paſtor of a Church, both which were then void. This witht-for opportunity 
which thus unexpeCtedly offer'd it ſelf, he readily embrac't, and came immediately to Edin- 
burgh, preparing himſelt to a diligent diſcharge of his undertaking. But the Devil fearing 
the ruine of his Kingdotn by the {1ngular accompliſhments of this eminent Servant of God, 
laid a block in his way at his very efitrance ; for ſome of the Miniſters of Edinburgh, who 
were leaven'd with pride and error, fearing the preſence of ſo holy and learned a man, 
wrote letters to Sporſwood A. B. of St. Andrews, 2nd to the Engliſh Court, whereby they 
obtain'd from King Fames Letters to the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh, wherein he ftraitly 
charged them that they ſhould by no means ſuffer Mr. Boid the uſe of either the Chair or 
the Pulpit in their City, 

This holy Man had reſolved to diſcourſe upon the Goſpel of Sr. Fohn in his Sermons to 
the People, but being thus ſtopt at the very peganing; he compoſed theſe Verſes with a ſor- 
rowful heart, which he wrote at the end of the firſt Sermon he had prepared on that Goſ- 

| ; 
& Cetera ne quaras, nam heac lumine cepta (ub ipſo 
Irati abrunit Regis wviolentta, qui me 
Full. rmmeruum, repetitis expulit ills 
F 411117, vi me concordia vota piorum 
' /amna defient ſua ) Chriſto autore locdrant . 
15111 ? Habe ; Luia Pontifichlis abolle 
14% pacet, nec fimbrig=—- 
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Thus he was ſent a ſecond time to his uneaſy privacy, where he lived a kind of 
baniſhc or impriſon'd lite ; though by the diligent endeavours of his Friends he was almoſt 
recal'd again to Glaſcow. Ar length the charge of the Church: at Paſlet was committed to 
him : but here new ſtorms aroſe: for the Widow of the Earl of Abercorn, Baron of 
Paſlet, who was neat a kin to Mr, Bozd, being lately turned Papift, ſtirred up her Children 
and Servants to give this Servant of God all the diſturbance they could, and fo to tire him 
out, and force him to leave the place; the Baron of Streban, a ralh young man, complying 
roo much with his Mothers advice, took the opportunity of Mr. Boid's abſence, his Kinſ- 
man, and brake open the doors of his Houſe, and in a tumultuous and reproachtul manner, 
threw out all his Houſhold- ſtuff into the Streers : whereupon it was obſerved that that Fa- 
mily never did thrive afterwards, but were in a decaying condition, till they were reduced R 

almoſt to nothing. Mr. Boid being almoſt overwhelmed with theſe troubles, withdrew from 

all publick imployment, and continued at his own Houſe in Cari#, until at length by his — 
continual watching, griet, and exceſſive ſtudies he contrafted a ſwelling in his Throat : — 
wherenpon he went to Edinburgh to conſult ſome Phyſitians about it: but the diſtemper pre- 

yailing upon him, it put an end to his life, 

He died Fan. 5. 1627. in the 4.gth year of his age, in -the midſt of the ſighs and His Death. 

rears of his dear and neer friends, who were witneſſes of thoſe divine Joys and conſolations 

wherewith his Soul was filled, even amidſt the aflaules of Satan, and thoſe other trials that 


befel him. 


_- 


Theſe following Verſes I thought fir to tranſcribe, as containing in them a brief 4- 
count of the ſeveral places in which he had his refidence from his Birth to his Death. 


Glaſcoa te genuit ;, Titulos Trochoregia Patrum 
Et Gentilitium ſtemma decuſque dedit ; 

Aira & Edina rudes annos formavit ; at avi 
Excoluit florem Gallia cnlta tut ; 

Te Mont-alba Sophum gremio complexa benigno eſt , 
Verthulium eloquit Ver tulit inde ſacri, 

Salmura te Verbi Synodo ſuadente Miniſtrum 
Ewocat, & Cathedram contulit alma ſuam ; 

Poſtmodo te ſacri Pratonem Glaſeoa Verbi 
Accipit, imperio Rex Iacobe two ; 

Hic ubi florentis Dottor, Praſeſque Lycei 
Parta fuit fludiis meſſis = tus 

Primorum arbitrio tandem ſeletFns Edinam 
( Preſidis a ſacris ſede wacante ) colis ; 

Hinc pulſum rigido dominantis preſulis eſtro, 
Amplexa eſt gremio Paſleta Leta ſuo 

Inde odits Strabane tuis wi pulſus, Edine - 
Finiit arumnas mors tibs grata tuas. 
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The Life and Death of Dr. Twiſs, who dyed Amo Chriſt 1644. 


D< Twiſi was an Engliſh Man, born of honeſt Parents, who yet lived butin a mean His Paren» 
condition. His Grandfather was a German, who upon ſome occaſion came over into 86+ 
England, and by a gracious Providence of God he left this his Grandſon, never'to be for- 
gotten among the Reverend Fathers of our Engliſh Church. 

—-- When he was a Boy, he was brought up in the famous Shool of Wimcheſfter, where were ye went to 
Bred alfo thoſe eminently learned Men Bilſon, Lake, Hanmer, Wotton, Hoſkims ( who was += qa 
our Tw:ſſes Uncle) and he was familiarly acquainted with the other. . 

— When he was eightgen years old, he was ſent to Wickham Coll in Oxford; where he Thence to 
ap7.ied hiraſelf, firſt ro the Study of Logick, than of Philoſophy, a afterwards of Divini- OXford. . 
#5, in which S$:udies he continued in that Univerſity for about the ſpace of rwenty years. PANETS 


— He was taken notice of in that Univerſity for his acute wit, | his fold judgment, his integ- lent Parts 
rity, 2 


The Life and Death 


rity, and pleaſing behaviour, his pious. and humble mind, and at the laſt, he took his De- 
gree of DoCtor, with a general applauſe. For he had before given a great manifeſtation 
both of his Learning, and Induſtry, in his LeCtures, and Diſputations ; as alſo in tranſcri- 
bing, and judiciouſly correcting the Writings of that profound Doctor, Thomas de Brad - 
wardine, which were to be Publiſhed by Sir Henry Sawil. 

Anexcecl- ___ Neither was he leſs famous for his Sermons which he Preached in the Univerſity, though 

lent Prea- | (gme were not ſo well pleaſed with them, ſaying, that his Gifts were fitter for the Schools 

— than thePulpit.But how powerful he was in his Miniſtry,may appear by this inſtance?There 
was in Ox{ord in his time one Foſeph Barnet, a few both by Nation and Superſtition, who 
read Hebrew to divers young Students, and had cunningly pretended, and held forth, rhat 
he embraced, and believed Feſus Chrift to be the true Meſſias : He profeſied that he was 
ſeriouſly and heartily grieved tor his former Blaſphemies againſt him. He mournfully be- 
wailed that the Eyes of his Brethren, and Countrymen were ſo blinded, and their hearts fo 
hardened. He ſeemed to defire nothing more earneſtly, than that he might be judged wor- 

' thy to be admitted into the Chriſtian Church by the Sacrament of Baptiſm. 
By theſe tricks of  Legerdemain he deceived many of the Learned Dodtors, eſpecially 
Dr. Lake, the worthy Provoſtyot New Colledge, and afterwards B, B. of Bath and Well;, 
And a Sabbath was appointed publickly, wherein Baptiſm ſhould be adminiſtred to this 
new Diſciple in the Univerlity Church ot St. Maries, Dr. Twi/s was commanded to Preach 
; before the adminiſtration of this Sacred Ordinance, to add the more luſtre to it, Bur the 

J _ ye very day before he was to be Baptized, this diſſembling Few ran away. 

F n _—— Dr. Lake being intormed hereof, ſent ſome on Horſeback, others on foot to purſue him, 
who overtaking him, brought him back, though againſt his Will, ro Oxford, where, on his 
own accord,he profeſled that be was returned to his old Judaiſm, which he had forſworn : 
he jeared at Chrift, and deſpiſed Baptiſm : For he had now hilled his Purſe. 

His yreax — Hereupon our Twiſz laid alide the Sermon which he had prepared, and inſtead thereof 

Labours. Preached an excellent Sermon upon occaſion of Barzets revolt, wherein he ſhewed Gods 
juſt Judgment upon that perverſe Nation and People, whom he had given up to a repro- 

-- bate ſenſe even to this very day. And this he performed with great applauſe, and to the ad- 
— miration of the whole Univerſity ;-For that he had compoſed this in fewer hours,then the 
_ common Wits in the Uniyerſity could make a Sermon in ſo many weeks, yea months, and 


— — —— 


yet they conſiſted more in words then in profitable and uſeful matter. 
_—— Hence it was that thoſe Catechiſftical Leftures, which he read every Tharſday in Term 
time in the Colledge Chappel, and thoſe publick Sermons which he Preached every Lords 
Day throughout the year, in the Pariſh Church of Olives, were ſo much frequented by 
the Scholars, as well as by the Townſmen. And though he lay hid, as it were, 1n quiet in 
his Academical Cel, yet was his Name ſocelebrated in King Fames his Court, that that 
His Prefer- Prudent Prince made choice of him to be Chaplain to his only Daughter the Lady Eliza+ 


ment. . - . | 
beth to wait upon her into the Palatinat to Heidleberg. 


—Dr. Twiſs being now to leave his Native Country of Great Brittain, before he went, he 
diſpoſed of his Patrimony ( which was about 30 + per annum ) and commended it to his 
Brother, requiring him, that out of the Rents of it, he ſhould raiſe Portions. for his Siſters. 
And thus having diſpoſed of his ſmall Eſtate, he went cheerfully with the Princeſs into the 
Palatinat': And to deceive the tediouſneſs of the journy, he faithfully expounded ſome part 
of Holy Scriptures daily, whereby he prevailed with his excellent Lady, ro moderate her 
grief, for leaving fer dear Brittain, being taught by him, That here we have no abiding 
City, but we ſeek j07 a better in the world to come. By theſe and ſuch like admonitions, he ar- 
med this rare Princeſs her mind to encounter with the ſtrongeſt guſts cf adverſity with an 
undaunted mind. And ttuly ſhe was put upon great trials, when, after ſhe was Crowned 
Queen of Bohemia,ſhe was torced not long after to fly out of that Country, being great with 
Child, and excluded out of the Palatinat, alſo ( her Husbands Paternal Inheritance ) and 
driven to live in exile all the remainder of her days, which ſad diſpenſation of God to- 
wards her, ſhe bore with a maſculine, and undaunted Spirit, being forewarned, and fore- 
armed by Dr. Twiſs, whiFſt he waited upon her, againſt ſuch changes, and occurrences: 
_—— For he had taught her,That Gods Divine Providence doth order all theEſtates,and conditions 

of all Men,v hether proſperous oradverſe,according to his owngood pleaſure,and for theEternal good 
of thoſe that belong to hims, according to that Promiſe. Rom. 8. 2.8. We know that all things 
work together for good, to them that love God, to them who are the Called according to his 

oſe. | 
- ap {xr probably upon this account it was that Prince Rupert, one of the Sons of this 11- 
luſtrious Queen, in the time of our unhappy Civil War, coming unto Newberry, where 
Dr 


His Pru- - 


dence. 


os 


of Dr. Twiſs. 


Dr. Twi/s was Miniſter, entertained him courteoully, and uſed him familiarly, making 
large Promiſes to him, that he would be of the Ant:pariiamentarianiide, and write in their 
defence, and live among them, bur our Doctor neither could, nor was willing to live among 


Courtiers, eſpecially when they were in Arms. 


__- Before Dr. Twiſs had continued two months 1n that honourable imployment in the 


Court of that Prince Elector Palatine, he was commanded back into 


and, not without 


En 
the grief of that excellent Lady, and her Princely Husband, for the los of ſuch a Jewel, 
which the ſaid Prince at the departure of Dr. Twiſs, expreſſed, and profefied in a Latine 


Oration which he made to him, 
—— Dr. Twiſs being returned into Eng/and, did not betake himſelf to a Court Life ; but 
wholly applied himſelf for the good of the Church, and in a. Country Village fell more 
hard to his Scholaſtick Studies, and in a mean Houle, laid the foundation of thoſe rare 
works, which all the Reformed embraced, and admired. 
- After ſome years he was ſent for by the Magiſtrates of the Town of Newberry to be 
their Paſtor, that where he had firſt ſeen the Light, he might be @ burning and ſhining Light 
to go before, and to guide and direft them in the way to Heaven: And there paſled his 
time to the great content, and fatisfaCtion of himſelf, and to the great profit and edification 
of the People. 

___.. He was {© far from ſeeking after Riches, and Eccleſiaſtical Dignities and Preferments, 
that he modeſtly retuſed them when they were offered tohim. Yea, he often pleaſed, and 
congratulated himſelf in his low, and mean condition, as being therein expoſed to fewer 
Temptations : And he did often folemnly profeſs, that be was much indebted unto God, for 
that he had graciouſly placed him in alow, but far ſafer condition from ſuch dangers as an 
Epiſcopal Dignity might have expoled him to. 

— A great part of theFellows of New.Culledge in theUniverſity of Oxford (in whoſe power 
it was to chuſe aProvoſt fortheGovernment ot theColledge of/fincheſter )did earneſtly requeſt 
our Dr.Twiſs that he would be pleaſed ro accept of that Place whereunto they had choſen 
him,and which was equal to the chicteſt Eccleſiaſtical Preferment,at leaft for matter of pro- 
fit : But heas earneſtly contended againſt ir, requeſting them to confer and beſtow it upgn 
ſome other worthy Perſon : ſhewing hereby, that he rather deſired to attend his Studies in 
private, then to wax old and idle in a more honourable Place. And which is more to be 
wondred at, his Wife, though ſhe wes the Daughter of one of the Prebends of Wincheſter, 
never repined, or was troubied at his refuſing fo fat, and plentiful a Place, and Eſtate. For 
this excellent Woman did ſeriouſly conhider, that her Twiſs ſhould be nothing enriched 

+ thereby, but his Revenues would be ſpent upon others, and that her Husband would be 
occaſioned to looſe much time, which he eſteemed moft precious, and be impeded in his 
Studies, which he took ſo much pleaſure in. 

-.. Not many years after a Prebendary at Wincheſter was laid at his Feet, which he, with an 
humble ſuperciliouſneſs kicked trom him. And this be did the rather, becauſe he foreſaw 
that it would breed a quarrel berween Dr. Moor, and Dr. Neal ; the one of them a B. B. 
and the other a Prebend of Wincheſter, and Father in Law to our Twiſs. And Dr. Moor had 
Preached freely againſt B. Neal ina certain Church, and had been forced to give in evi- 
dence co the Parliament againſt him for his innovations, though againſt his will. 

—— TheB.B. ( by whoſe counſel it doth not appear ) not long after, commanded Dr. 
Moor to Preach a Viſitation Sermon before the Clergy at Wincheſter. After the Sermon, the 
B. B. complained that he had often been unworthily abuſed by Dr. Moor, and he was reſol- 

' ved to carry away a moſt Chriſtian Vitory over him. For now, having better knowledge 
of him, he would put him into the Catalogue of his chieteſt Friends ; and that there ſhould 
be nothing which Moor ſhould not be aſhamed to ask, which he would not glory in gran- 
ting. Dr. Moor returned great thanks to the B. B. And only begged of him, that himſelf 
being now worn out with Age, and labours, he would be pleaſed to beſtow his Prebendſbip 
upon one of his Sons in Law, either Dr. Twiſ/s, or Dr. Meckerk, Dr. of Divinity, and ſome- 
times Profeffor of the Hebrew Tongue in the Univerſity of Oxford. 

—— The B. B. readily granted this requeſt, and deſigned Dr. 7i/s for to be the Prebend : 
But he, returning his humble and hearty thanks both to the B., B. and to his Father in-Law 
intreared them to give him leave to abide in Newberry to attend that Flock over which God 
had fer him : judging himſelf unfit for a Cathedral employment, and ſaying, that it was 

- hard for him, among ſuch eminent Men, -as wert the Prebends of Wincheſter, exther to ling 
Muſically enough, or to Preach Rhetorically enough to their liking. 

-.—>Not long r the Right Honourable, Robert Earl of Warwick, deſigned him to a better. 

ReCtory, but a ſmaller Pariſh than Newberry was ; Dr. Tigis ( conſidering that old Age 


Was 


His rerinn 
mro Eng. 


Gocs to 
Newberry. 


Humility, 


Prudence, 


15 The Life and Death 


Prudence. was now creeping on, and his Strength was, not like to hold our long) thankfully accepted 
of it, provided that he would take care that his People of Newberry might be furniſhed 
with a godly and faithful Paſtor at his leaving of them. Himſelt alſo went to the A. B. of 
Canterbury, with whom he. had been familiarly acquainted while they had been Students in 
Oxford, and requeſted his favour therein: "The Archbiſhop entertained him courteouſly 
and promiſed to grant all that he requeſted, adding that he would repreſent him to the King 
for a pious and learned man, and no Puritane : Dr. Twiſs being of a quick and ſagacious 
Wir, perceived that Snares were laid to entrap him; and theretore without applying him- 

| ſelf any more to the Biſhop he returned to his former place at Newberry, and entertained no 

Picty. more thoughts of leaving it, and there he ſpent his rime in Reading, Meditating, Preach- 
ing, and Writing, to his great Content and SatisfaCtion. 

- _—-— Surely many of the venerable Cathedral DoCtors never preached ſo many Sermons as our 

-- Dr. publiſhed Books, and ſome never read ſo many Books as he compoſed : For beſides what 

— he Printed, he lett about "Thirty compleated behind him. - The reaſon was, becauſe he re- 
created his mind, not with playing at Cards as too many do, bur with writing Books. 

_—- His Recreations were friendly to debate with, and confute the Enemies of Gods Grace, 
of - the Sabbath, and of the Churches Peace. And his abilities always encreaſed with his 
work ; and by how much difficult the queſtions were, by ſo much more they were pleaſing 
to him : Bur of all his Adverfaries none pur him to greater trouble then Dr. Fack/on, whole 
ſenſe and meaning he could hardlier find out than contute his Errours: neither cou'd he 
ſo ealily overthrow his Arguments as he could thoſe of Arminius, Corvinas, yea, and of the 

s Feſuits themſelves, all things in him being hidden in ſuch dark Expreſſions, and deep ob- 
ſcurity. 

His Abili- — After he had overcome and beaten down this veterane Enemy, who was a man of a greater 

Tics, and no leſs Induſtry, (yet who ſpent moſt of his time and labour. in making clear things 
doubtful and obſcure.) After Fackfon there aroſe one Hord, a young Scholar (as he pre- ' 
tended,) bur in truth rhis Hord was one Maſon, a man of about Sixty years old, who in his 
young days had been well acquainted in the Univerſity both with our Twiſs and Fackſon, 
him alſo our Dr. Tis encountred, whom he did not only. weary, but wholly overthrew 


— — 
— 


After Maſon there aroſe one Thomas Godwin, a very learned man, both in the antiquities 
of the Hebrews, Greeks, and Latines, but indeed fitter to inſtruct Grammarians, than to 
deal with Logicians, and who had more power as Maſter of the School in Abingdon, than 
as Dr. of Divinity : And our Dr. Twiſs quickly whipt this old Schoolmaſter, and that Fe- 
rula which he had uſed with Pride enough, he wreſted it out of his hand, and expoſed him 
to be derided by Boys. 

- After Thomas one Fohn Godwin, the Miniſter in St. Stephens Coleman-ſtreet, London, came 
upon the Stage, whom Dr. Tiſs encountred with, and condemned his Book of Fuſtifica- 
tion, and ealily , diſcovered that that vainglorious Divine did bur-ſell to his Diſciples pomp- 
ous trifles, and guilded Coals to be adored by them. 

—— Laſt'y, our Dr. did not abſtain fron\ dealing with Mr. Cotton, though his dear Friend, 
and an eminent Miniſter, about the Grace of God, (about which Mr. Cotton did ſomwhat 
err) with him he dealt gently: And becauſe he knew that the very name of Corton was 
more prevalent with the Godly, though otherwiſe weak, than other mens Arguments, he 
dealt very candidly and gently with him, as healſo did with Picator du Moulin, and Mr, 

ead, all which he reyerenced as his Fathers, at leaſtwiſe he loved thein as his Brethren 
d dealt with them accordingly, whileſt he examined their Opinions, which he judged 
6 found. Burt in defending the cauſe of God and of his Grace, he feared not to encoun- 
ter with any man hving. 
2 4© ——— Neither did hlefs ſtrenuouſly contend for the Morality of the Sabbath, and among others 
he handled Dr, Heylin according to his deſert, whom never any other man meddled with 
with impunity. s 

-— Abour this there came forth a Proclamation, wherein the People were allowed to uſe 
ſome ſports which they called I»nocent, and all Miniſters were commanded to read the ſame 
in their Churches, upon the pain of Suſpenſion both from Office and Benefice. Dr. Twifs 
refuſed to read it. yea, he modeſtly declared againſt it; diverſe other Miniſters did the 
like, for which thar ſeyere Penalty was inflicted upon them : Bur Ir. Twiſs ſcaped berter: 
for King Fames being informed of his refuſal, ſecretly commanded the Biſhops that they 
ſhould not preſume to meddle with him. 

—— The truth is, the King knew very well, that though Dr, 7s had but a ſmall Eſtate, 
and lived meanly at home, yet, his Fame was great abroad in all the Reformed Churches, 

and 
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_— and that the Biſhops could decree nothing hardly againſt him,_bur it would redound great- 
ly to their own diſgrace. And truly it was no ſmall diſparagement to thera thar they ſut- 
tered ſo eminently leaned a man as Dr. Twiſs to live withour Preferment, who was fo ta- 
mous abroad, and yet at home a poor Curate in an obſcure Village. And Reverend Dr. 
Prideaux, upon an occalion, ſaid, -The Biſhops did lictle conſult their own Credit, for that —— 
they had not preferred Dr. Twiſs (though againſt his Will) to ſome ſplendid Ectleſiaftical — 

Dignity, by which (though they diſpaired to draw him to their Party, yet) they might at — 

leak have taken oft, or mollified the popular Envy, and not have heard themſelves to be — 

expoſed to ſcorn by the Curate of Newberry. 

—— Anno Chriſti 164.3. In the beginning of the yeathe Parliament deſigning to Reform 
Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, called an Aﬀembly ot learned Divines to adviſe and F715 them there- 
in, and when they were met together with an unanimous conſent, they choſe Dr. Twi/'; 
to be the Prolocutor : But he, according to his uſual Modeſty, often refuſed it, yer was it p,,1......... 
in vain; for he wasplaced in the Chair: Buratter forme Months being broken wich labour ach 
and Age, he fell dead in the very Pulpit. | a. 

- Forindeed he had long born with much grief the Diſcord and Diviſions between the King His Dnzell. 
and Parliament, which he forefaw would prove Fatal to both Parties: And he often wiſh- 
ed heartly that that Fire might be queriched, though with his Blood. 

—- Neither was it a leſs Afiliction to him to ſee the Contentions ; whileſt ſome would have 
nothing Reformed, others would have all things changed, and turned uplide down. And 
this added not a little to his grief, to ſee whither the evil Counſels of ſome that were not 
evil men tended; who under a pretence of purging the Church, would expcfe her to ſpoil 
and Rapine: For he feared thar if the Church were robbed of her Patrimony, that Reli- 
gion alſo would be deſtroyed : And though himſelt had learned tolive chearfully ori a ſmall 
Eſtate, yet he feared le{t many of his Brethren it the Miniſtry, if they ſhould be brought 
to the like ſtraits, whileſt they were ſolicitous about their worldly Aﬀairs, would neglect 
their care of the Church of Chriſt. F 

— And hence firſt it was that his thoughts were greatly diſturbed, and his diſturbed thoughts 
impaired his Health, and his Health being impaired, and his Private Studies and publick 
Employments not leflened, whileſt he ſpake unto God in the name of the People, and to 
the People in the name of God, and raiſed up the hearts? of his Hearers into Heaven, be 
fell down even in the very Pulpit: For his mind, whiteſt he was too much buſied in ſpiri- 
tual Aﬀairs, his weak Body was not able to bear up under it; for though his Conſtitution 
was naturally good, and he was of a chearful Diſpolition, yet Age had now made it heavy 
and ſomwhat burdenſome. 

_— Being carried out of the Church to his Lodging, and laid upon his Bed, there reforted 
unto him men of all ſorts, who regarded either Religion or Leatning, to whom for about 
a year together he gave notable Evidences of his Faith, and was a rare Example of Patience 
at the end whereof God tranſlated him trom his narrow Lodging to a ſpatious and bleſſed 
Pallace in the Kingdom'of Heaven : He ſeriouſly uſed theſe words, (which were almoſt 
his laſt,) New at length I ſhall have leiſure to follow my Studies to all Eternity. 

_— The whole Houſe of Commons in a certain fad and forrowful Pomp, followed him to his 
Funeral. Dr. Harrs preached his Funeral Sermon molt eloquently upon that Text, Fof. 1.2. 
Moſes my Servant is dead. He was buried in Weſtminſter- Abby, not far from King Henry 
the 7rti's Chappel, where the Kings and Peers uſe to be buried. He needed neither 7roptie:, 
Marbles, nor Epitaphs. He provided Monuments for himſelf by every Volume which he 
wrote, which will be more durable than either Braſs or Marble. 

_— The day after the Parliament voted a Thouſand Pound to be given to his Children oue — 
of the publick Treaſury, bur they never received any part of it, being cheated both of thaz; — 
and of what elſe their Father left them, by ſome crafty Knaves: Yet it pleaſed God -- 
by his good Providence, fo to provide for them, that they lived coinfortably, and ſo asbe- prgvigcnes 
came the Children of fo great and erfinent a Man. ſpecial. 

__— Yer this excellent man was but a man, as himſelf oft confeſſed, and therefore thought 
nothing that was humane _— unto him. He had his infirmities, whereof the moſt vi- 
ſible was this : That he was of a facile Nature, and too prone to be deceived by giving © 
too much credit to thoſe, whom, by Informarion from others, or in his own Opinion, he — 
judged to be godly. Whence it came to paſs that he was ofren impoſed upon, eſpecially by = 
certain crafty Heads, who ſolemnly profeſſed that their chiefeſt care was the preſervation of — 
the purity of Doctrine, and reformation of Difciplitie, whereas indeed and rruth they ſought — 
the utter Subverſion of both. Þ-Whileſt he hearkened to theſe Diſſemblers, who yer pre- 

tended that they ſtudied nothing more than a purer Reformation, and gave too cafie cre- 
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dit to them, and became a- Patron to them, he failed roo much, and afterwards he was 
more troubled at it, becauſe it was too late to help it, 

Good God! How ſeriouſly, though too late, did he bewail the ſad lot of the Church, 
which he foreſfaw ro be in danger of Ruine in the very Reformation? How greatly did 
he grieve that the Reins were let looſe to _— whereas he preſumed they would have 
been ſtraitned? How grievouſly did he figh for that curſed Liberty granted unto Blaſpbe- 
mers, whereas he thought that all their audaciouſneſs would have been reprefled? How 
heartily did he grieve to ſee the woful confuſions both in Church and State, whenas he ' 
hoped that all in both ſhould have been reduced into better order ? How holily was he 
diſpleaſed that roo much Liberty was indulged to the Pontifician Fooleries, when he had 
believed'that they ſhould have been deſervedly hifſed out of the Church? How grievouſly 


. did he bear the negle&t, and ſuſpitions, raiſed againſt Godly and Orthodox Teachers, when 


he looked that they ſhould haye been more honoured and eſteemed ? 


_._ He ſolemnly profeſſed his Fears, that if he had been advanced to the Epiſcopal Chair, he 


ſhould have been inſnared with the exceſſes of unworthy Biſhops. And he gave hearty 
thanks tro God, who had kept him, through his meer Grace, Fm ſuch Honours, and 
Prelatical Temptations as he might have been expoſed tro. And in nothing it more appear- 
ed with what excellent Graces God had adorned Dr. 7wiſs, than by his frequent Conteſſi- 
on of the pravity of his Nature, which now he was aſtoniſhed at. And out of his great hu- 


mility, he was ſtill admiring the Gifts 2nd Graces of God in others, and highly prizing 


and commending them, though they were far inferiour to his own. He reverenced and 
eſteemed all good men, and only thought meanly of himſelf. 


,-/) He conſtantly kept a Monthly Faſt in his own Family, whereby he endeavoured to 
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quicken his Prayers, by which with great importunity he ſought unto God in the behalf 
of the afflicted Church of Chriſt, that God would be gracious unto it, and reſtore it to 
Peace in his own due time. Every day he applied himſelf with great Zeal and Fervency 
of Spirit ro the Throne of Gods Grace by Prayer, and always before Dinner and Supper 
he read a Portion of the ſacred Scriptures, expoundiug the more obſcure and difficult paf- 
ſages therein, for the Edification of his Family. And out of theſe Scriptures he prudently 
gathered Arguments, whereby he might the more abaſe himſelt and his, and with the 
greater importunity wreſtle with God, tor the obtaining of ſuch mercies as he craved of 
him. 

- He was once ſent for by the States of Friz/and to be a Profeſſor among them, which, 
in an Epiſtle that he wrote to them,he acknowledged with great Thankfulneſs ; but prefer- 
red the Country Obſcuriry before the ſplendor of the Univerſity, which he alſo did when 
he was proferred the chiet Profeſſors place in Oxford. He never got any thing by the 
Books which he Printed, beſides the applauſe of the Orthodox, and the Envy of the Inno- 
vators. His Pen was a Hammer to beat down the New Pelagians , as 'Truth was his 


Buckler. He dycd about the Year 1644. 
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1601. His Parents were Sober, Honeſt Perſons -: His Father had a competent 
Eſtate, and was of the beſt fort of Tomen in thoſe Parts. When our Thomas was 
ht-for it, he was ſent to School to Blentow in the aforeſaid County, where, under the earc 


; ; Homas Wilſon was born at Catterlen, in the County of Cumberland, Anno Chriſti, 


Proficicacy, of Mr. Wilkinſon, his Schoolmaſter, he profited even beyond expeCtation, and far excelled 


all his Contemporaries. And he was obſerved in his Youth to have a ſharp wit, a firm me- 
mory, and to be indefatigable at his Book, which occaſioned his Friends to hope thar in 
time, he would prove ( as afterwards he did ) an Inſtrument of doing much —_ 


—— His great Proficiency at School, encouraged his Father ( when he was fit tor it ) ro ſend 
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him to the Univerſity of Cambridge, where he was admitted into Chriſts Colledge, when he 


was about ſeventeen years old ; jn which place he ſpent not his time, as too many others did 
F n 
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in evil or idic courſes, but devoted himſelt who!ly ro his Studics, infomuch ds he was taken 
notice of, both by the Maſter and Fellows of the Colledge, tor his great diligence and ſtu- 
diouſnels : It might have been written over his Study Door, Nul/z D:es ſme Linea : No TI ne 
Day paſſed over his Head withour ſome progrels in his Learning : But though he did ſpend why : 
molt ot' his rime in Academical Learning ( his acutenefs, in which did appear above twen- 
ty years after he had lefr the Univerlity ) yer did he not this while neglect the Study of 
D#vinity but in order tohis ſerving the Lord, and his Church in the work of rhe Miniſtry 
( if God ſhould ſee it fit ) he read both Poſitive, and Polemical Authors: Bur of all Books 
none was ſo eſteemed, or read ſo much by him as the Holy Bible. So that it may be faid of 
him as the Holy Apoſtle Paul (aith of Timothy, From a Child be kno the Holy Scriptares, 
which are able to make us Wiſe to Salvation. Himſclt told an intimate Friend, that before t 
he was Batchelor of Arts, he had read the whole Bible, with the Annctations of Junius 
and Tremelius three times over. . 
__— Some time aſtcr he had taken his Degree of Batchelor of Arts, he was removed from the 
Univerſity upon this occalion. Mr. John Briſtow, a Reverend Miniſter, and Paſtor of Chau- 
ſwod in the County of Surrey, wrote to Mr. Mead of Chrifts Colledge ( that eminent Per- 
fon for Learninz, who was his 'Tutor ) to ſend him an able and Religious Scholer, to teach He leaves 
School in his Houſe, Mr. Mead ſoon pitched his thoughts upon his Pupil, Mr. #//on, not the Univcr- 
knowing how hetter to fit and gratify Mr. Briſtow, and glad he was that he could anſwer firy. 
his requeſt ſo well. 
_— At Mr. Briſtow's he continued about four years, inſtructing the, Youths committed to his 
charge with great diligence,and faithfulneſs: He made conlcience of improviag his time, _ 
and truſt repoled in him, and gave his Scholars more caule ro bleſs God for their education Hs Fith- 
under him, then Sccrates had tor being brought up under fach a Maſter as was Plazo. He fulnc!s, 
hath profeſſed that he knew no calling, except that of the Miniſtry, wherein a Man might 
be more ſervicable to God and his Church, than that of reaching Youth, It is noted þ 
ſome that one chief cauſe of 7ulians Apoſtacy and protaneſs was, that he was bred under of 14? 
two Heatheniſh Tutors, Libanius and Iamblicus : Burt it was the happineſs of the Inhabi- 
tants of Chawſwood that they had their Sons brought up by one who had both a dexterity, 
and fidelity, to inſtru them both in Humane and Divine Learning. 
_—— Mr. Briſtow obſerving Mr. Wilſon's fhitneſs, and Ability for a greater and higher em- 
ployment than that of inſtructing Children, and taking notice that his Heart was ſet up- 
on the work of the Miniſtry, (to prepare himſelf for which, he made uſe of all his vacant 
hours from the School,) he judged it not convenient to deprive the Church any longer of 
ſo able and worthy a Labourer, and therefore though it was a conſiderable loſs to himſelf 
and the Pariſh, to looſe ſo good a man, yer he preferred the publick good of the Church 
before his private, and adviſed Mr. H3/{cz wholly to betake himſelt to Preaching. 
— The hrit Candleſtick wherein this Light was ſet, was Capel in Surry, where he conti- He emers 
nued for ſome time, direCting his People by his holy Example, and judicious, diligent upon the 
Preaching the way to Eternal Life. And though the Pariſh gave him little or nothing for iniſtry. 
his pains, yet was he never the lefs faithful and laborious for the welfare of their Souls : His F2ick 
For he ſought nor theirs but them; not their Temporal Goods, but the Spiritual and ever- Fulneſs P 
laſting Welfare of their immortal Souls. Here he had the Love and Eſteem of all godly therein. 
People, both Miniſters and private Chriſtians, round about; and indeed by his holy, hea- 
venly, and humble Converſatiun he was ſuch a Loadſtone as wherever he came, he drew 
the Hearts of all ſuber Chriſtians afcer him: What Nazianz2» fail of Arhbanaſeus may be » 
truly faid of him, that he was Magnes & Adamas;” A Loadſtone in his ſweet, gentle Na- 
ture, and yet an Adament in his Itout and refolute courage againſt all Errours and Pro» 
fane(s. 
—— His continuance at Cape! was not long, but upon ſome Reaſons, by the means of the 
aforeſaid Mr. Briſto2y, he was removed to Farlingtcn (near unto Portſmouth in Hampſhire) His Re- 
an ignorant, heathenith. People, whom he endeavoured (fo long #5 he ſtaid among them ) move. 
to Inſtruft and Reform. "Though there was little of Religion amongſt his og 
nor ſcarceany favour of Good, yet whilſt he abode there, the Church was much frequent- 
ed (Chriſtians flocking in to hear him for diverſe Miles round about) and when he was 
called thence, his loſs was much bewailed by them. 
-— He ſtaid not long in Hampſhire'; and ſure he had very good grounds for his frequent jz;. "*Y 
Removals, and afterwards it appeared that God intended foable and uſeful an Inſtrument move, 
for more publick and General Service, not thinking good to confine fuch great Gifts and 
Gracesto ſich ſmall Parithes. 


- His next Removal was to Tedington near to Kingſton pen Thames, in which place he 
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continued ſome Years, and (through the Bleſſing of God) his Miniſtry had great ſucceſs, 
and much acceptance among ſuch as feared God, during his abode at Tedington, he {being 
then about T'wenty ſix Years old) had a deſire to vifit his Native Country, where his friends 
and Relations lived : And it pleaſed God (© to afliſt him in his Labours among them, that 
in this journey ke became profitable to the converſion of many Souls unto God. While 
he was in Cumberland he GE to preach_in Pexroth, a great (it not the greateſt) 
Market Town in the ty, where, time out of mind, there had been a conliderable 
Market of all forts of Food kept every Lords-Day, till Nine a Clock in the Morning. . But 
after he had preached two or three Sermons , he prevailed fo far with the Miniſters and 
chief of the Town, that it was proclaimed the Tueſday following, (which was on their 
Weekly Market-day,) "That no Perſon, for the time to come, ſhould my fr. Vittu- 
als or Ware whatſoever, to be fold on the Lords-day, but that Satwrday ſhould be the 
time for the ſale of thoſe Commodities. - And for many years after the People did forbear 
to ſell or buy any thing in the 'Town upon the Sabbath-day. 

His next Removal was from Tedington to Otham, within two or three Miles of Majd- 


inco Kent, ſtone in Kent ; the occaſion whereof was this : There were many ſerious, underſtandin 
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Chriſtians in Maidfon, who were much troubled and dejefted for the dulneſs and dead- 
neſs of the Miniſtry under which they lived. - The Children craved Bread, and their Spi- 
ritual Fathers {by Profeffion and Office) fed them with Stones, ſo that their Souls were 
ready to famiſh for want of Food : Hereupon Mr. Robert Swinnech, an aCtive godly por: 
ſon, and one of the Aldermen or Furats of the Town, procured the Preſentation of Orham 
upon the Death of the Incumbent : Afttr which he conſulted wih his Friends and Chriſti- 
an Neighbours, how he might procure an able Miniſter for that place, herein aiming, not 
only at the Good and Benefit w; that Pariſh, but of the Chriſtians alſo of Mzidſten, who, 
with a little trouble and Travel, might reap the fruit of his Labours at Orham. 


_— In purſuance of this Deſign, ſome of them repaired to London, where (by Gods Provi- 


dence) they heard of Mr. Wilſen, to whom they preſently took their Journey, and heard 
him Preach at Darkng in Surry to their great ſatisfaftion, After Sermon they acquainted 
him with the cauſe of their coming, and the fad condtion of the godly People in thoſe 
parts where they lived, and He f him to accept of the Preſentation of Othban, He 
who was never haſty and raſh, eſpecially in ſuch matrers of Weight and Concernment , 
asked the judgment of his Neighbour Miniſters in the Country, and ſome in the City of 
London , who, after deliberation, did agree and concur in this, That in regard of the ne- 
ceſſities of thoſe that feared God, in and about Maidſftcn, and the great opportunities that 
he might now enjoy there, of doing good to many Souls, he ought to embrace this Call, 
And accordingly upon the Declaration of their Opinion, he was preſented to Orbam, where 
the Lord. was pleaſed wonderfully to bleſs and proſper his Miniſtry, for the Converſion and 
Building up of many of his Hearers. 


_ Mr. Wilſon was a man that divided the Truth of God aright: A work-man that needed 


not to be aſhamed: A Boanerges: A Son of Thunder in preaching the Law, to awaken ſe- 
cure, ſenf{leſs Sinners, fo that his Hearers might ſay of him, as one of the Antients faid of 
St, Paul's Epiſtles, Non tam Verba quam Tonitrua audiebant : That they heard not fo 
much Words as Thunderclaps, when they heard him open the dreadful Curſes of the Law, 
and the terrible Wrath of God againſt Sin and Sinners. Many an one hath come'to him 
as the Gaoler did to the Apoſtles, trembling, and crying out, Sir, what ſhall I doto be ſa- 
ved? To ſuch he was a Barnabas; A Son of ſweet Conſolation, and could fo diſplay that 
exceeding Riches of Divine Grace in the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as to attract and draw their 
Hearts to a ready and chearful compliance with, and a hearty acceptation of it. He, as a 
faithful Steward, gave to every one his own Portion : Terrour to whom Terrour belonged, 
and Comfort to whom Comfort, whereby ( the Holy Ghoſt ſetting in with the Word) 
a numerous Iflue of New-born Children were begotten, and brought forth to Chriſt. Here 
ſeaſon ; Not only 


tigablcneſs. twiceevery Lords-day, but alſo every Holy-day, and at diverſe Funerals, yea, though the 


Envy. 


Perſon interred were fo poor that nothing could be expected for his pains. 


—— Whillt he was Miniſter at Orham, many from Maidſton, and Seven or Eight Miles 


round about, did ordinarily repair to his Miniſtry, and joined in Communion with him 
at the Lords Supper. But the number of thoſe that flockr to him was ſo great, that his 
Church could not contain them, which was a great Eye-ſore to the prophane World, and 
caufed ſeveral Miniſters abour kim to envy and much to malign him. 


Sabbath re- —Before his coming, there was an evil cuſtom at Orham, for the F ulling Mills thercabouts 


for med. 


to work every Lord:-day ; bur he convinced the Owners ſo throughly of the Unlawfneſs 
thereof, 
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thereof, that they preſently gave over, and fuſtered their Mills to ſtand {till on theſe days 
for many yezrs after he left them, : 
- But the only wiſe God who governeth the \Vorld, ſaw ht for ſome time, and for Rea- 
" ſons beſt known to himſelf, to lay ahde this very ulſctul Perfon: For he had not been ma- 
ny years at Orbam when the Book tor Sports @n the Lords-d43s came forth, und was pre» 
ſented unto him that he ſhould publickly read it on the next Lord-day in his Church , Hz is fuſe 
which he retuſing to do (whereot he gave Civers Reaſons) was ſuſpended ab Officto &> Be- pewlel. 
weficio. Upon his Suſpenſion his Cure was commitred to fuch Miniſters a} he could not 
with cotnfort own, nor join with, whereupon he removed his Habitation to Maidfom , Removes 
and he was a great help in private to the Chriſtians there, whillt his S»/penſion continued, 19Ma4/to7s 
and from them he received ſome ſupplies rowards the maintenance of hirmfelf and his Fa- 
mily. | 
; Whileſt he continued ar Maidſton he was (till follicitous for the good of his People at RK 
Otham,and therefore to encourage them to unite among themſelves.and toa Goſpel Canver- 
fation ; asalſo to convince his Adverſaries, who had cauilefly rraduced him to be a Favuurer 
and an Abettor of Schiſms and Diviſions, he wrote 2 Letter ,to his Pariſhioners, wherein His Lerree 
he exhorted them to fear the Lord and honour the King, and to walk in Love cach to» 59 bis Pev- 
ward other, &c. And not ro nouriſh in themſelves a diſlike of Government, or Contempt pic. 
of thoſe whom God had ſet over them, &c. This Letter was publickly read on a Lords- 
day to his Congregation, by one Dr. Tuck, which he did that fo all his Congregation 
might know his judgment, and the advice which he thought neceflary ro give them; yer 
was it done without the Appointment of Mr. W//on, X 
__-TheNews of this Letter, and the publick Reading of it was quickly carried to London, New trous 
where it gave ſuch diſtaſte to ſome, that both Ar. #3/ſon an1 the Dr. were Cited to appear blcs. 
in the Hyg b-Commiſſion Court, and to anſwer for what they had done. Both of them ap- 
peared ſeveral times to their great trouble and coſt, and notwithſtanding all they did, and 
could alleadg in their own Defence, yet were they entarced to continue their Attendance 
upon the Court for the ſpace of three Years: In this caſe Dr. Tucks trouble was far the 
greater, becauſe ' (his Body being unable to bear riding) he was neceflirated to make theſe 
long Journeys of Thirty Miles at a time on Foot. | 
-—During Mr. Wil/on's Suſpenſion, a Neighbour Miniſter being greedy of his Living, com- : 
menced a Suit againſt him, to eject him wholly out of Orhem ; but: his Patron Mr. Swi- Malice, 
noch] made his Title, and ſo the malicious deſign of his Adverſary was prevented. 
_—— His Saſpenfon continued to the Year 1639. about which time the Scots entred into Eng- He is abſol- 
land, a Parliament was called, and then Archbiſhop. Laud took off his Suſper/fou.” But bis Yed- 
Troublez and Sufferings were not yetat an end: For Anno Chriſts 1640. Septemb. 3oth, 
he, and other Miniſters, were cited to appear at a Viſitation of the Archbiſhops at Fewer« 
ſham in Kent, to anſwer for their not reading the Prayer which was made againſt the Scors, 
asalſo to take a new deviſed Oath, commonly called, The &c. Oath. But when he, and New trou- 
his Brethren preſented themſelves at the place and time appo.nted, they underſtood that bles. 
the Oath ſhould be wholly waved, and the only Queſtion ſhould be, Why they did not 
read the aforementioned Prayer ? Upon this they conſu'ted together, whether it were beſt 
for them to appear before the Archbiſhops Vicar General or no: Jt was alledged by ſome, 
chat the Parliament (which they apprehended would be ſome Relief tv them) was to meet 
November the third following, and therefore they judged it prudential to hold off for the 
reſent; and in caſe they ſhould afterwards be cired to appear at Comterbury, t 
ſhould only appear by a Profer, and fo protract time ſo much as might, to ſee the 
Parliament would do in this cafe. 5, _ 
Bur a ſerious weighing the Arguments on es, it was concluded that 
— they nddapps and 4 £ ſucceſs © Gol however he ſhould pleaſe to diſpoſe of 
them, Hereupon Mr. Edward Bright of Gondburſt, and Mr. Wilſon womediately repair- 
ed tothe Inn, where Sir Nathaniel Brent | the Vicar General | with the Archdeacon, ar:d 
ſome inferiour Officers fat. They no ſooner appeared, but Mr. Bright was pointed out by 
one preſent.to the Archdeacon, who thereupon asked hint his Name, and whether he hail 
read the Prayer againſt the Scots or no. -Mr. Bright anſwered No. Whereupon the Arch 
deacon preſently tufpended him ab Officio & Beneficio, without admontſhing , or giving 
him any time co conſider of it, which raſh A& was deemed, eyen by the Favourites of | 
that Court, to be neither Prudential nor Canonical. Though Mr. i/ſon ſtood by, and faw His Cou- 
ſuch harſh dealing againſt his Brother, and perceived the Service much hotter than he'ex- "*8©+ 
pected, yet did he nor fly from his Colours, no, nor ſo muchas make a Retreat ; but bemg 
called, anſwered to his Name, and being a:ked whether hehad read the Prayer, he gave'n 
negative 
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negative Anſwer, aJding this Reaſon, becauſe in the Rubrick betore the Common-Prayer, 
His Pru- it 15 enjoined, that no Prayer ſhould be publickly read, except thoſe that were in the Book 
dence. of Commeon- Prayer, as this Prayer againſt the Scots was not, 
This unexpeted Anſwer fo puzzled the Archdeacon, (who was not the readieſt or acuteſt 
to make a Reply) as cauſed him to have Recourſe to Sr. Nathaniel Brent for Advice, who, 
upon Information of Mr. Wilſon's Reaſons, very ingenuouſly left the Archdeaccn to him- 
ſelf, ro do a&he ſhould ſee cauſe, refuſing tro meddle therein, Upon this the Archdeacon 
(the edge of his Fury being ſomwhat abated) proceeded more deliberately with Mr. Wil- 
ſon than he had done with Mr. Bright, and gave him fourteen days time to conlider of it, 
and then to give in his an(wer,at Canterbury. : ; 
New trou-._- But notwithſtanding this intermiſſion, the Archbiſhop had not yet done with Mr, 7/3/- 
bles. fon: For in March following he was again proſecuted by him. Upon a Holzday in that 
Month Mr. :/ſon Preacht in publick, and after Sermon he, with ſome other Friends, mer 
at the Parſonage Houſe, whereof one Mr. Butcher (a man eminent for Piety) had a part, 
to repeat the Sermon and to pray. After theſe Duties were ended, in a room, which was 
peculiar to Mr. Butcher, one knockt at the Door, to which Mrs. Willſcn was about to go, 
but ſuddenly ſtarted back, fearing that it might be a Meſſenger ſent to apprehend her Hul- 
band: Bur the Meſlenger immediately came into the Room where Mr. Wilſon and his 
Friends were, and putting oft his'Hat, enquired which was Mr. 7/3/ſon, pretending that he 
had ſome private buſineſs with him. And though Mr. Wilſon was there in his Gown, ha- 
A ſpecial ving newly Preached and Prayed, and thereby was eafily to be diftinguilhed from all rhe 
Providence reſt, yet God ſoordered it by his good Providence, that the Meſſenger obſerved him not. 
- _—Preſently after the Meſſenger came in, Mr. Wilſen ſtepped behind ſome of his Friends, 
and Mr.- Butcher wiſely ſtepped forward, and told the Meſſenger that the Room wherein 
they were was his, and bad him look for Mr.H//ſon in his own Rooms. Upon this the Meſ- 
oſenger withdrew into the Hall, and in the imterim Mr. Wilſon went up the Stairs into his 
Study, where he concealed himſelf until Night, and then eſcaped to the Houſe of one Mr. 
Hall, in the Park of Maidfton. The Purſrvant looking about in vain, went again into 
the Parlor, and mifling one whom he had ſeen there before, charged upon all there preſenr 
that they had conveyed away Mr, J//ſon, and told them thar they mult find him out. He 
BY uced alſo his Warrant, under the Hands of many of the Privy Council, of whom the 
NS Archbiſhop, and the B.B. of London were two, requiring him to attach the Body of The- 
© mas Wilſon, Retor of Otham, and bring him before them. 

—The Purſrvant having ſhewed them his Warrant, required and commanded Mr. Butcher 
and one Mr. Morgſanto aſſiſt him in ſearching the Houſe for Mr. 7/i/ſon; but notwithſtand- 
ing all his diligent ſearch, he miſſed his Prey : For Mr. }3/ſon could not be found. The' 
Meſſenger was very angry that he ſhould ſee, and yet thus looſe him. But when, in ſome 
threatnings to the Perſons preſent, he had vented his Choller, he grew ſomwhat cooler, 
and after ſome private Diſcourſe with Mrs. Wilſon, he took his leave, ſaying, that he had 
been a Meſſenger to the Council-Table Thirty fix Years, and was never ſerved fo before, 

- For he confefled that he heard him Preach that day in publick, and yer when he faw him 
ſo ſoon after, and that in his Gown, yet he did not know him. Bur God (who in the like 
fort hid Athanaſius) had a Hand in it, Whoſe Kingdom rules over all, Plal. (103. 19.) He 
bath ſundry ſtrange ways for the Preſervation of his People. 

Strange __-— The Circumcellians laid an Ambuſh in the way where they knew Sr. Auguſtine was to go, 
Provi- but by a good Providence of God, his Guide, miſſing his way, led him about another 
p way, whereby he eſcaped their Hands. In Qu, Maries days, Stephen Gardiner, B. B, of 
— Wincheſter, ſent after Mr. fob Fox, who afterwards writ the As and Monuments, as 
far as Ipſwich toapprehend him : The Barque in which he was was newly gone out of the 
Haven when the Meſſenger came to take him; the next day, by reaſon of Storms, he was 
driven back into the ſame place again ; but before his Return, the Meflenger ( deſpairing to 
meet with him) was departed. And fince thoſe days Mr. Parker (a very learned and god- 
ly man) was proſecuted by Archbiſhop Bancreft , for his Book againſt the Croſs , &c. 
—»—On a time the Archbiſhop having Intelligence that Mr. Parker was in a certain Citizens 
Houſe in London, thinking that now he was ſure of him, ſent one preſently to watch at 
the Door of the Houſe, to ſee that none ſhould ſtir out, till others came with a #arrant 
to ſearch it for Mr. Parker. The Perſon ſent, fat him down at the Door, boaſting that 
none ſhould come forth but he would know what and who they were. 
__—Mr. Parker and his Friends within, were much troubled what to do, and how Mr. 
Parker might be ſecured : Ar laſt it was reſolved that he ſhould attire himſelf like a Citi- 
zen, and fo ventureout: by this means he might poſſibly eſcape, and it be ſtaid within, ” 
woul 
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would certainly be taken: Accordingly he came forth thus cloathed, and Gods Providence 
ſo ordered it, that the Waiter eſpying a Maid which he loved and courted paſling by on * 
the other {ide of the Street, ſtept over to her juſt as Mr. Parker came torth, to that chough 
he ſtayed bur a very little while with her, , and immediately returned again, yet the Bird 
was flown: Mr, Parker was gone: And when the reſt came with Power to ſearch the 
Houſe, the Perſon whom they ſought for was not to be found. | 

__Thus Mr. Hilſon hid himſelf in the Country from the Storm till the Parliament was be- 

— gun; and then he repaired to London, and continued there, ſometimes changing his Ap- | 
parel, that he might not be commonly known, till his Liberty and Freedom was procured Ho i rw 
by the means of Sir Edward Deering, one of the Knights of the Shire tor Kent, who, in one ar - m = f 
& his Speeches which he made in the Houſe, gave this CharaQter of Mr. Wilſon. - Liberiy. 

_— Mr. Wilſon, (faid he) tor fo is your Petitioner named, is a Man as Orthodox in his Do- 

Arine, as conformable in his Life, as laborious in Preathing as any we have, or that 1 do 
know, He is now ſeparated from his People to both their griets; for 'tis not with him as 
with others, who are glad to ſeta Purſruant on work, that they may have an excule to be 
out of the Pulpit. Ir is his Delighe to preach 

_— By this means he obrained his Liberty, At returned to his Charge and wonted pains at 

 Otham. But ſomeritne after he was by the Parliament choſen a Member of that Reverend, jj. ;, as of 
Pious, and Learned Aſſembly of Divines which fat at Weſtminſter ; upon which he ſedu- the Allem- 
louſly attended for the moſt part of the Week, and notwithſtanding his pains there, ſup- bly. 
plied his Cure each Lords-day, though it was Thirty five, or Thirty fix Miles from Lon- 
don. He was much eſteemed in the Aﬀembly for his ſolid, and judicious Diſcourſes upon 
ſundry occaſions, and for his meek and humble deportment among them. 

_ — His laſt Remove was to Maidſton, the Shire Town of Kent. And indeed who was fo fit HisRemove 
for ſo populous a place (where there is but one Engliſh Congregation) as one of ſuch vaſt roMar/t6n; 
Parts, exemplary Piery, and of ſo ſtrong a Coriſtitution of Body as he was? And as ſoon 
as the way was open for his admiſſion into Maidſton , ( through the Ejeftion of the 
former Incumbent by the Committee of Plundered Minifters ) his old Hearers there, 
whoſe.Hearts were knit cloſe unto him, longed for his Sertlement among them: Bur the 
Parliament'having made an Order, that plundered Miniſters ſhould firſt be provided for , 
where any Livings were vacant, they of Maidfton could not for the preſent obtain their de+ 
fires: For one Mr. Smith (an able and holy man) was by the Committee of Plandered Mi- 
niſters ſent down to that place, yet Mr. Smith had not been long at Mazdffon, before news 
was brought that the moſt able and eminent Miniſters ſhould be removed to Cities and 

t Towns, that they might be capable of doing the more good, and in particular, that 
r. Wilſon ſhould be tranſplanted from Orham to ſome more conliderable place, Uport 
this Report the People of Maidſton were much ſtartled, fearing that they ſhould loſe theit 
beloved Paſtor. 
—To prevent which, they a lied themfelves ro Mr. Smith, deſiring hin to accept of 
ſome other Living, that Maidſton might be free for Mr. Wilſen. Mr. Smith ſeriouſly con- 
fidering the vehement deſires of the good People after Mr. Wilſon, yielded to refer the buſi- 
neſs to (ix judicious Miniſters of the Aſſembly, whereof three ſhould be choſen by him, and 
three by them of Maidſfon. The Miniſters met accordingly , and having heard what 
could be ſaid of both (des, and weighed the matter throughly, gave their Advice that it 
would be beſt for Mr. Smith to leave Maidſton to Mr. Win, which he did accordingly, 
baving a con(iderab!e place | viz. Harriſon] about ſeven Miles from Maidſton provided fon 
him, to which, fo ſoon as he could with conyenience, he removed. And thus ar laſt, by 
Gods good Providence, Mr. Wilſon, and the People of Maidſton (who at firſt brought him 
into Kent, and who were long before joined together in Heart,) were now joined toge- 
ther in Relation, and Habitation, among whom he continued with mach Love and Faith» 
fulne(s, till God called him out of rhis World. 
- Although Mr. Wilſon now lett Otham, yet did he not leave to take care for the Souls of 
his People there ; bur ſtill retained his Title to that place, left (if he bad refigned it) the 11;s Prii- 
Patron ſhould put in an inſufficient or unworthy Miniſter, and himſelf provided for them dence an 
a pious, learned, and painful man, to whom he gave the whole profits of the Living. For Picry- 
he held not the Title to the place upon any covetous or worldly Refpet, but meerly up- 
on Reſpect to the good of the Peoples Souls. | 
— When he had been ſometime at Maidſton, his firſt care was to promote the Reforma- A Reforma- 
tion of the Church, and toſee to the due Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, according ro ©'9% 
the Rule of Gods Word: - For which end, in his Miniſtry, he diſcovered to them the ne« _ 
cefliry of Church-Ordinantes, and of Diſcipline, with"the qualifications of the Subjects © 
- J , thereof ; 
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thereof, &c. And then (God accompanying his holy Endeavours, notwithſtanding the 
obſtructions he met with, not only from the prophane, but allo from ſome that protefled 
the Fear of God, he in time brought it to a good Ifſue, and pur it in practice, to the greet 
Comfort of them who were truly godly. Upon the Diſſolution of the Aſſembly, he being 
freed from his Attendance there, applied himſelf wholly to the work of the Miniſtry, with 

as great pains and diligence as a man could poſſibly do. ; 
——- On Saturday Night he uſually continued very late at his Studies, yea, often till Mic- 
His great Night, that he might the berter prepare himſelf for his Work on the Lords-day. On Sab- 
pains. bath Morning he uſually aroſe by two or three a Clock, and was much dilpleaſed with 
| * himſelf if he paſſed that hour. About ſeven a Clock he came down to his Family, whom 
he called together, and read ſome portion of Scripture to them, which alſo he expounded, 
and required thoſe that were preſent to give him an account of what they remembred of 
- his Expoſition: Sung ſome part of a Pſalm: Prayed with them, and concluded all be- 
tween Eight and Nine a Clock, that they might be all ready to attend the publick Ordis 

nances. 

— About Nine a Clock he went to Church, and commonly began with ſinging two ſtaves 
of a Pſalm; after which he Prayed briefly for Gods Afliſtance in, and for Gods Blefling 
upon his own holy Ordinances; Then he read ſome part of the Old Teſtament, and ex- 
pounded (ſomtimes three, or four, or more Verſes, as more or leſs matters was contained 
in them ) for the ſpace of an hour; For he had an Hour-Glaſs in his Desk to guide 
him therein: He had an excellent faculty and dextery in expounding the Scriptures. 
His cuſtom was, firſt to Analize the Book, then the Chapters as he came to them; then 
he gave the ſeveral Readings, and Expoſitions of the Verſes which he handled. He bad 
Funins, Tremelins, Piſcator, Calvin, Beza, and ſeveral other Comentators ad unguem, in- 
ſomuch that in the Aſſembly of Divines, if at any time they doubted what was the Opinion 
of any of the aforenamed Authors, . Mr. Wilſon was called forth to fatishe them. After he 
had declared the ſeveral Readings, 2nd the Judgments of Expolitors , as there was occaſ}- 
on, he drew Obſervations from the Coherence, Dependance, and matter of the verſes which 
he briefly illuſtrated and applied, 

Having ended his Expoſition, he ſpent about an hour in the Pulpit : And when he 
came home to his Family, he conſtantly went to Prayer with them betore Dinner, where- 
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in he begged that __ ruths delivered out of the Word might be written by the Spirit of 
God upon all their Hearts, ſoasto bring forth fruit in their Lives. Then, uſually eating 
little or no Dinner, he went into his Study till his Family had dined : And then comin 
down be ſpent ſome time with them in ſinging, and other Religious Exerciſes. In the At- 
ternoon at Church he did as in the Morninf, only his Expoſition then was upon ſome part 
of the New Teſtament. © 

_— Aker the publick Duties were ended, _ of his Neighbours came to his Houſe, where 


he called his Family together , required of them , and of others preſent , an account 
of his Sermons preached that day ; and moſt of thoſe that were preſent would tell him ſom- 
what; one what the 'Text was, another the Diviſion of it, another the Do&trine, another 

- the Reaſons, and others the Explications and Uſes, methodically as he had delivered 
— them, all whom he would help and encourage. Hereby their Underſtandings and Memo- 

- ries were much improved, -For they, knowing before- hand his cuſtom, were the more — 
— attcntive in hearing, and the more careful to remember what they heard, whereas when — 
— the Maſter of the Family repeats all himſelf, Children and Servants (who naturally have — 
— an 1verſneſs to, and hatred of all that is good) are uſually heed!eſs in hearing, and mindleſs 

both in publick and private of what they hear. After Repetition he ſang a Pſalm, and - 
conciaded with Prayer, and fo went to Mr. Swipock's to Supper. who had been his quon- 
dam Patron, And by that time they had ſupped, there would be a hundred, or more, ga- 

' thered together to Mr. Szwineebs Houſe, to join with him in the -conclufing of the day : 
And among theſe were pefſons of all Ranks, the Mayor, Furztes, and their Wives, who 
by their Examples encouraged others to the ſervice ofthe great God. 

After Supper he came forth amongſt them, began with a ſhort Prayer :. Then he read 
the Verkes he had expounded in publick in the Fore and Afrer noon, and asked them whar 
Obſervations were raiſed from ſuch and ſuch a Verſe, rill he had gone over all the Verſes. 
Then he enquired what the Texts on which he had preached were, what the DoEtrines, 
Explicagions, Reaſons, and Ules, all in order as he preached them : He ſeldom named a- 
ny one Head himſelf, but ſtill hearrened them to ſpeak, and only afliſted them when they 
were at a loſs. "Then they ſung a Pſalm, and he concluded with Prayer about Ten a Clock - 
at Nighr. | 
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33 
_— Once a Month be adminiſtred the Lords Swpper to a conſiderable number of ſolid, ſerious, > 

-Chriſtians,which he performed with that Liteand Warmth in Prayer,and opening the Scrip- —_ 
ture, that ſome of his Communicants have thought themſelves in the Suburbs of Heaven — 
when they have joined with him in thatOrdinance ; in which he uſually ſpent about an hour — 
and an half. -T bus he ſanftihed the Lords-day, ſpending Nine or Ten hours in publick - 
and private Worſhip, beſides what time he ſpent in ſecret Duties, in which he was no Nig- 
gard:-So that the Lords-day, which was a day of Reſt to others, was a day of the greatelt — 
Paimand Labour to him; yet wasit ealie becauſe delightful to him 1; And at theend of the 
day, when thoſe that rook not half his Pains, have complained. of their wearineſs, he — 
would be exceeding lively and cheartul: Such was his great Love to his Saviour, and to — 
the Souls of thoſe that were committed to his Charge. "The Sabbath was to him a Day of — 

Liobt and Gladneſs, and a good Day. : 

— Yet he thought it not enough thus to inſtruct his People on the Lords-Day:, but the His t 
Town being very populous, and the Pariſh large, —_— he was uncapable of going _—_— 
from Houſe to Houſe, in the Week-days he laid out himſelf in the ſervice of his Lord for 
the Benefit of his People. For every Thurſday (which was their Market day) he preached 
a Leture, unto which many Miniſters reſorted, and fat with delight under his Miniſtry, 

On Fridays he met in younrn with as many of his People as would or could come toge- , 
ther, unto whom he ſometimes expo the Word, ſometimes Preached, and always 
ſung and prayed with them. _- 

_——Alfo upon Mondays or Thwſdays (for he altered his day as he ſaw occaſion) he appoint- Days of 
ed a Conference in the publick Meering-place, where the Queſtion, which before was Confereaces 
made known to them, » what was the Nature of Repentance, of Faith, &c. and what —— 
the Signs, what the Means, and what the Motives, &c.) His People were Prepared to 
give in their Anſwers, and he ſo demeaned himſelf therein, that by his wiſe and courteous 
Deportment, and pleaſing Language, he won their Hearts, and by this means he drew 
them to the ſtudy of the Scriptures, -and other good Books, that ſo they might be able to 
ſpeak to the purpoſe. 

— As they ſpake, when he ſaw occaſhon, he would help and afſiſt them, ſtill raking care to 
keep them in the way of Truth, and to ſee that none did go beyond their bounds by en- 
croaching upon the work of the Miniſtry, When they had done ſpeaking, he would gather 
together their ſcattered Notions, -bring them into an orderly Method, apply to them ſuira- 
ble Texts of Scripture, add of his own what he thought neceſlary, and fo rendered the 
Meeting exceeding profitable and comfortable to his Flock, -Chiifian Communion mana- 
ged wit —— u that which keeps our Religion in Breath, and without which it will be == 
ready to die. : 

uu When he ſaw fit to lay down this way of Conference , inſtead thereof he took up Cates jxe carechil« 
chifing in the Week-days in publick ; and this he continued till he had gone through all the ſed. 
Town, except ſome few out-houſes, whom alſo he intended to have Catechiſed, but was — 
prevented. He did. wotk the work of the Lord, who ſent him into the World for that — 
end :. He ſpent himſelf, as | the Sjlkworm to cloath, and as the Lamp to give Light, to — 
others -' He buried. not his 'Talent in a Napkin of Idleneſs, like roo many Miniſters, who — 
will rather ſaffer-their Children (tro whom they ought to be Nurſes) to cry and ſtarve, than - 
be at the pains to draw forth their Breaſts unto them. | 

Mr. Wil wazof a Noble and Communicative Diſpoſition, very free upon all occaſions 
to impart»kbowledg unto others ; not likea Whirl-pool that ſucks all to itſelf , but as a 
Fountains that difperſes its ſtreams for the Refreſbment of many. Seldom were any in his His painſub 
Company; but they! might (if it were not their own fault) receive good by him. He was nels. 
neither 'vaih in Oſtentation, nor niggardly in Reſervation > Some may think that he did ill 
in taking: ſo: much pains conſtantly, an the Lords-days, and on the Weekdays, and up- 
on all occaſions, to the ſhortning of his Life; But he never thought that he could labour 
too much for his Lord and Maſter, and that God makes no difterence between nequamand 
ON An idle and arrevil Servant. And for this cauſe it was, that when he was ad- 
viked by his Friends to be:miridful of his Body, and not to work it ſo hard, he was deaf to 
all ſuch Counſel, and was:ceady to ſay with Mr. Cakuin, (when he was perſuaded by his 
Friends to take care of his Health) Would you have my Lord when he comes to find me idle? 
And with Dr. Fobn Reywoids of Oxford, when the Drs. perſuaded him non perdere ſubſtanti- 
am propter accidens, replied, 
Nee propter Vitams wivendi perdere cauſas. , 
— Coming to:a Friends Houſe: when he bad: travelled neer Forty Miles that day , yet not- 
withſtandivg his great wearinek, he would needs ſpend ſome time in Expounding a _ 
| __ nr ; 
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, Time re- ,- St. Auguſtin's Wiſh was, That when Chriſt came to call him hence by Death, he mighe 
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of Scripture to the Family, beſides Singing and Prayer (which he never omitted) before 
he would go to Bed. 


ce:med. find him'ant Precantem, aut Predicantem, either Preaching or Praying: And truly Gch 
{eemed to be the defire of Mr. Wilſon, by his Indefatigable Labours in his Maſters buſineſs. 

He was never given to any Recreations (tho never ſo innocent, ) but he was exceeding ſpa- 

ring in his Expence of time. _ A little after Dinner he weuld ſometimes ht and diſcourſe a 

while ; but uſually, if he was at home, his Study was the conſtant placeof his Abode. He 

was Helluo Librorum, an Indefatigable Student, ſtealing time from his Sleep (and thar 


hi” [liars When his Body needed and called for it) to his Book. —It is recorded of Mr. Bradfard, — 
- xfatrw UW 


Martyr, that he ſlept not above Four Hours in a Night, and that his Book went not our - 
-of his Hand till Sleep came : And that Mr. Latimer roſe, Summer and Winter , at Two - 
aClock in the Morning. "And of another Martyr its ſaid, he was ſpare of Meat, fparer 
of Sleep, but (pareſt of Time. So Mr. Wilſon, made much Conſcience of his Expence of 
Time, eſpecially upon the Lords-days. 
His Zeal. When he was invited to a Feaſt, his Zeal for God's Glory, and the good of Souls. was 
——fach, that commenly after Dinner he would call for a Bible, ting a Pſalm, expound ſome 
Verſes of Scripture, and pray with his Friends, Mr. Will. Fenner of Eſſex (that eminent 
Servant of Feſus Chriſt) meeting Mr. Wilſon once at Mr. Butcher's Houſe, was ſo extream- 
ly taken with his aftive, chearful Spirit for God and Godlineſs, that be faid to Mr. Butcher, 
I am even aſhamed of my ſelf to ſee how Mr. Wilſon gallopeth towards Heaven, and I do but 
creep on a Snails pace. 
H; —— Though he was a good Linguiſt, and well read, both in ancient and modern Authors, 
nt vg yet (ordinarily) he Preached, though always with Evidence of Reaſon, yer ſtill in a plain, 
ing. and clear Stile, by Doctrine, Reaſon and Ute, that ſohe might be underſtood by the mean- 
eſt Capacity. His conſtant Preaching ſhewed that he was'an able workman: His Doftrines 
were clearly raiſed from his Text : His Heads pertinent -to his Subject, and he had a rare 
faculty in applying ſuitable Scriptures (which is the principal way of convincing mens 
Judgments, tor it is the Authority of God that muſt do the Work) to all his Heads. . On — 
the Lords-days in the Afternoon, for ſome confiderable time, he Preached over the Heads 
of-Divinity, and therein be diſcovered ſo much Learning and Judgment in his plain Preach- 
ing, that if theſe Sermons had been preached in either of the Univerlnies, they would have 
been highly approved. | 
His Family — He was ſo much eſteemed for his great abilities, that there-was ſcarce any publick. Occa- 
Ducics. ſion tor Sermons in the Country, but he was choſen to preach them. Somrimes he preach- 
ed bfore the Judges of the Aſ{tzes, and twice before the Parliament. He was not of the 
number of them, who are zealous abroad to ger themſelves a name, bur cold-and careleſs 
at home, not much minding what becomes of their Families: But as David, He watked i 
the midſt of his Heuſe with a perſeft Heart, and brought up his Children in the Nurture 
and Admonition of the Lord. ' He was as good within as without Doors. Every 
and Evening he read ſome part of the Scriptures, expounded i to them, ſang; qiarr; of a 
Pſalm, and prayed. He uſed often to ask his Children Queſtions abour the Principles of Re- 
ligion: Examined them on the Loyds-days about his Sermomy/and cauſed them-to-:learn 
ſundry portions of the Scripture without Book, ity 
—— Iris Recorded of B. B Hooper, that heſo governed his Houſe, that:in qyery.Gorneriof it 
there was ſome ſinell of Virtue, of good Example, honeſt Converſaton,|-and:reading] the 
Scriptures. If it was not ſo in Mr. Wilſes Houſe, ſurely the fault:was-not the: want: of a 
good Governour. He Prayed often with his Wife apart fromthe:Famulyy| and: himſelf 
ſpent much time in ſecret oh S—_— that of 5p great [Truth New 
eff vera Religio que cum Temple relinquituy : _ That's no rae) Religion , when werdokwe it 
for us 3 a8 f = gT” | | FR. VIew30 ii 
His holy — He was very exact and watchful always to-fet'a good Exirbple-befort his Children and 
Life: Servants, knowing that ſuch are led and formed more by theEye'than by the: Bar and 
* what their Superiours do, thati of what they ſay: and indeed/bis-whole Converſation was 
a practical Expoſition upon the Goſpel; - and what he raughron-the Lords-day ind tis Do» 
&trine, he preached over all the Week in- his Life.. He was {exemplary in{his Cdnverſes 
with all men, and ſpake much by his carriage,* even when he wap-Glent, . andiſpake not 2 
word, - His good works were unan{werable Sy/logiſms, invintible Demouſtrations\ to con- 
vince his Neighbours, whereby: be drew their Hearts, and engaged their Aﬀetions after 
the Beauty of Holineſs, He praCtiſed whar' he preached, and: did! what he 'taught. Sce 
1 Tims. 4. 12. Be thou an Example in words, in Converſation; "in Charity, 'im Plaricy. Tit. 
2. 7. In all things ſhew thy ſelf « Pattern of good works Maid- 
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—— Maidſton before Mr. Wilſon's coming was a very prophane Town: They uſed to have 
Morrice-Dancing, Cudgel-playing, Stool-ball, Crickets, and mnay other ſports openly, and - _ och 
publickly on the Lord-day; yea, they would jeer, and Geride ſuch as profeſſed Godlineſi, CEE. 
and went abroad ro hear Sermons on the Lords-days when they had none at home. Com- 
monly after the Evening Service, many uſed to go to the Ale houſe, others to walk in the = 
Fields : And it was their conſtant cuſtom to ply the CcnJuits on the Lords-dey, for draw 
ing of Water. Indeed the former vain, and ſinful cuſtoms of Sports was reformed be- 
fore he came; , But by his preaching he prevailed with them to forbear vain walking a- 
broad, fitting idly at their doors, as alſo to fetch their Water on Saturday Nights, which — 
they were to uſe on the ——_ Infomuch that though the Town was large and full ot = 
People, yet you ſhould hardly fee one perſon in the Streets afrer the Sermons on the Lordt-— 
day :,So that when the Mayor hath ſearched the Inns, and Ale-houſes, he hath ſcarce found — 
one Townſman there 

—-— One of the Judges at an Aſſize taking notice of it, faid publickly, That * all bis Circnit 
be never came to a Town where the Lords-day was obſerved ſo ftriftly. Yea, by his Mi- 
niſtry he ſo wrought upon the People, that the very Pot-hearbs were gathered and made 
ready on the Saturday, and the proviſion for their Dinners was fitred for the Fire againſt 
that day. He was much of the mind of thoſe Primitive-Chriſtians, who when any of them 
were asked, Servaſti Dominicum? Haſt thou kept the Lords-day? Anſwered, Chriſtians 
(um, omittere non poſſum : lam a Chriſtian, I cannor neglect ie, The SanQification of 
that day is hear uſeful to- keep up the power of Godlineſs in our Hearts and Liver. 

And as God on that day beſtows great Bleſof upon them that humbly and reverently wor- 

ſhip him, on that .2ueen of Days, that Market-day of our Souls, (a. 58. 13, 14-) fo he — 
hath inflicted dreadful Judgments on the Prophaners of it, and when men have negleQed 

to puniſh them, God hath taken the Sword into his own Hand; and done it himſelf; Sc — 
ſundry Examples of it in my firſt Vol. of Examples. : 

—— One Example there was in Maidſton before the Reformation wrought by Mr. Wilſon. 

On a Sabbath day as ſome Children were playing in the Streets, near unto a Wall, againſt 
which ſome Waggon-Wheels were ſet up, there ' came a ſudden guſt of Wind, which 
blew down a Wheel upon one of the Children, and cruſhed it to death. 

—— Upon the Week-days alſo (fuch was the Bleſſing of God upon his Miniſtry and holy Reformari- 
Example) many Families did ſet up Religious Exerciſes both Mornings and Evenings, fo 7. m the 
that it you had walked through the Great Street about Nine or Tena Clock in a Morning, __ 

you might hear them ſinging in many Families: For it was their manner, together with 
Reading and Prayer, to join ſinging. 

—— He was of a couragious and undaunted 5pirit, not diſcouraged by any obſtacles, which His Cou- 
lay in his way of Duty. He feared God and none elſe: He was like St. Chryſoftom, who, rage. 
having a threatning Meſſage ſent him by the Empreſs, bid the Meſſenger return this An+ 
ſwer, Nil niſi peccatum timeo: | fear nothing but Sin. And like Dr. Rowland Tailor, who 
in the time of the Marian Perſecution, being perſuaded by his Friends to fly, ſaid, I know 
the Cauſe to be ſo good, and the Truth ſo on my ſide, that I will (by GodsGrace ) appear 
before them Sand to their Beard: reſiſt their felſe doings”; for I believe I ſhall never be able to do 


God ſo good Gervice as now. 

—— He ſhewed his Courage alſo in his bold reproving of Sin: For as Chriſt ſaid of the His Zeal. 
Church of Epbeſzs, He could not bear thoſe that were evil. Elijah durſt reprove Abab, 
and Mr. Wien feared not to reprehend the greateſt , when there was cauſe for it. 

— If men were bold in finning, he was as bold in telling them of it, and in giving their Sins 
the due Accents. Yet as a wiſe Phyſician, he could — between Pimples and Plague- 
ſores ; between Infirmities and Scandals, aud dealt with them accordingly. 

_ —He was very zealous for God and his Glory, embracing all opportunities of doing him — _ 
Service, and wherever he came he promored the ſtrict ation of the Lords-day; and = 
this he did the rather, becauſe he obſerved what diſhonour was done unto God by the pro- 
faneſs and contempt of Gods Ordinances by ſome, and by the Errours, and wilful with- 
drawings from the Ordinances by others, which he bewailed bitterly ro his dying day : He cppoſed 

_ Peas. 6 it's hoped had the root of the Matter in them,queſtioned his Call to the Miniſtry, S<hilms. 
nay, ſuſpeted his Call ro be Antichriſtrian, and fo ſeparated from him, though they with- 
al acknowledged that he was their ſpiritual Father, and had begotten them-to God through 
the Goſpel, to whom he might ſay as the Apoſtle Paul did to the Cerimthians: Te ave the 

Seal of our Mmiſtry : Do we need, as ſome others, Letters of Commendation to yeu? Te are 
our Epiſtle, known and read of all men; For as much as you are manifeſtly declarid to be the 
Epiſtle of Chriſt mmiſtred by us, written not with _ but with the Spirit of the Living God, 
2 708 
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" wot in Tables of Stone, but in fleſhly Tables of the Heart, 2 Cor. 3. 1, 2, 3. How frequent» 

ly and affetionately did he urge that upon them which ſeparated trom him, [/a. 11. 6, 7, 

8, 9. This cauſlefs ſinful Separation lay near his Heart, even when he lay upon his Death- 

His Zeal a- — The great danger of their immortal Souls, as alſo of thoſe who did wholly caſt oft the 
painſt Hcre- care of their gternal good, cauſed him in the courſe of his Sermons and Expolitions, when 
fies and the Scriptures led him to it, to reprove their {ms 'ſharply, according to the Command ot 
— the Holy Ghoſt, and he could do it «=3]4:%5, cauttingly, that he nught be found in the 
Faith, Tit. 1.13. *Tis reported of St, Bazil. that one hearing much Commendations ot 

him, had a great defire » ln what manner of man he was: Hereupon in a Vſion there 

was repreſented to him a Flame of Fire, with-this Motte, Talis eft Baſilizs : Such an one 

is Bazsl. And truly ſuch a Man was Mr. Wilſon, meek and cold when at any time himſelt 

was reproached ns abuſed, bur as hot as firein the Cauſe of God. The Zeal of God's 

Houſe did even burn him up. Errours and Herefies were very odious to him, ſuch was his 

love to the Truth. It might be faid of firm as it was of St, Auſtin, that he was Heretico- 

rum Mallens, the Maul of Hereticks: And as of Mr. Arthur Hilderſbam, that he was Echi/- 

maticorum Mallexs, The Hammer of Schiſmaticks. He often quoted and commented upon 

thoſe Scriptures, Heb. 10. 25. x Jobs 2. 19. with much warmth and vigour, that, it ic 
were poſlible, he might reduce and bring back ſuch as went aſtray. : 

_- And though ſuch as were touched in their ſores were angry, and ſaid it was patlion, and 

that his natural heat was Kitchen- Fire, the effect of his natural Spirit, yet thoſe that were 

judicious knew it to be otherwiſe, viz. 'Thif it was a Coal from the Altar ; true Leal; the 

Fruit of Gods Spirit in him; knowing that he was ſet wp for the defence of the Goſpel, as Phul. 

1.17, Some of thoſe that ſeparated were very dear unto him, of whom he might ſay 

as David, It was not an Enemy that reproached me, then I could have born it willmnghy : 

Was it he that hated me, that did magnifje himſelf againſt me? But it was my Friend and 

mine Acquaintance ;, we took ſweet Counſel together, and ( formerly) walked to the Houſe of 

God in Company, Plal. 55T2, 1% ; 14. Burt as dear as they were to him, the Truths of 

the Goſpel were much dearer. Amicus Socrates, amicas Plato, ſed magis amica Veritas. 

— He was « man of ſuch clear convincing Light, and as its faid ot Apollos, (Att. 18. 24.) 

J-7eTes ey Tais typ452ls, able, ſtrong, mighty 1n the Scriptures, that had they been wiltully 

blind, or very weak Ey'd, they mult have ſeen their Errours. It's obſerved by ſome as a 

; ſpecial Providence,that the ſame day in which Pelagizs the Heretick was born in our Brita, 
+ (in (i, Gt. Auf in, the great Confuter of his Herefie, was born in Africk; God o diſpoling it that 
x4 BY /+», the Poiſon and the Antidote ſhould come into the World rogether: So was it a good Pro- 
agecs | «4, — Vidence to Maidſfton, that in a time when ſo many Errours ſprung up, there was ſuch an 
able and faithful Husbandman to watch them and root them out; Otherwiſe many more 

than did , might have faln from their own ftedfaſineſs, and been led away with the Errours 

and Hereſies of the "Times. 

His Faith. _——He was not only found in the Faith, and held faſt the Form of found words, (2 Tim 
13.) Burt alſo, as Abraham, he was ſtrong in the Faith, (Rom. 4. 20.) And in the greats 
eſt dangers and Uifhculties could rely upon God, and truſt him with himſelf, and all that he 
had. He met with much oppoſition (as is before declared) both from _ Enemies, and 
tceming Friends: For Satan knowing him to be ſo great an Enemy to his Kingdom of dark+ 
neſs, both by his Exemplary Life, and ſound Do&trine, raiſed great Winds and Storms, 
if ir were poſſible, ro put out this burning and ſhining Light: Yet ſtill he remained un- 
daunted in the midſt of all, not moved by any of thoſe things, neither counted be his Life dear 
wnto bim, ſo hemight finiſh bis courſe with joy, and the Mmiſtry which he received of the Lord 

by 7ejas, (At. 20. 24.) He minded his own work, conſulted his Duty, and left Gods work 
/ (the Iflues and Events of all) ro God himſelf. 
His Cou- __—He was an immoveable Rock, though the Waters beat fore upon him, and had often 
rage. that ſaying of Luther in his Mouth, PMallem ru-re cum Chriſto,.quam regnare cum Ceſare ; 
-— 1 had rather fall with Chriſt than reign with Ceſar. He knew God could and would rake 
care of his own Cauſe and Intereſt, whatever became of him and other Inſtruments. His 
Spirit could argue as Luther did with Melantthon, Si piam & juſtam cauſam defendimn; cur 
Det Promiſſis non confidimas ? Prater hanc vitam miſellam Satanas & Mundas nibil nobis eri- 
pere poſſunt; At wroit, & in ſempiternum regnat Chriſtus, in cujus tutela conſiſt it veritas : 
1s nobus aderit, 1s cauſam banc, que nen noſtra, ſed ipſins eſt, ad optatum producer finem,_If — 
——-the cauſe be good that we defend, why do we not truſt God, who hath made us ſuch graci- 
ous Promiles £- The Devil and the World can take nothing but our frail and miſerable 
Lives 3 but Chrilt lives and reigns for ever, &c. 
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__Mr. Wilſo: was a Man that had lived much above the World ; the great things thereof His be 
were little in his Eyes: "Though his Habitation was on Earth, his Converſation was in Handed 
Heaven. Indeed he had but a ſmall Eſtate conſidering his great Charge ; but a poor min nels. 
may be as earthly and covetous as one that is rich: For Covetouſheſs doth not lie in the — 
Cheſt, or in Bags, or _ Mannours, but in the Heart. But he was Maſter of, no: Slave — 
ro that little which he had. His Mind was fitted to his Eſtate, and notwithſtanding he had — 
many opportunities and — for the getting of Riches, if he had ſought after them, 
yer he never made uſe of them for that purpoſe. He was wholly taken up with his Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, and was fo far from minding of earthly things, that he ſeldom or never 
meddled with them, but left the management of them to his pious and prudent Yoke-Fel- 
low. His indifferency to the things of this Life was admirable, A little before the Inſur- 
rection in Kent, Anno Chriſti 164.8. there was an Hundred Pounds brought into Mr. Wil» Contempt 

ſon's Houſe, being a Legacy = to his eldeſt Daughter, by Mr. Brigg, a gracious man, of the 

and one of the Jurats of Maidfton, (which was the greateſt Portion that any ot his Children World. 
had,) which Money, in time of the InfſurreCtion, was by the Souldiers (when they ſearchs 
ed his Houſe for Arms) diſcovered, and taken away, (chough itwas ſoon reſtoredagain) 

Mr. Wilſon being then at London, 

_— When afterwards the Country was quiet, and Mr. }/lſon was returned to his Houſe againg — 

. an intimate Friend asked him whether he was not much troubled when he heard that his — 

Money was gone? He anſwered, That be was no more troubled when he heard that the Mo- 

ney was carried out of his Houſe, than he was when he heard it was brought into his Houſe. 

— The ſame Friend asked him what frame of Spirit he was in when he went from Maidſfon® — 

- For the Town and County 29S in Arms, many of the mean and prophane Rabble re- 
proached him, when he was going out of the Town, and took his Horſe by the Bridle, 

© and twice or thrice led hi k again, crying out, Wilſon, Wilſer, where is your God 

now ? He anſwered his Friend ths : Truly I thought (when they blaſphemouſly ſaid un- 

to me, where is your God?) on that Text, My God is in Heaven and hath done whatſoes 

ver he pleaſed. Pſal. 115. 3. 

—- Great were his Gifts as well as his Graces: God was pleaſed to beſtow upon him very His natural 
large natural Endowments, whereby he became much the moze capable of doing good . Endow- 
He had a quick apprehenſion, a clegr Underſtanding, - a deep and found-Judgment, and a 
moſt tenacious Memory. He was none of thoſe Preachers whoſe Tongues are galloping , 
whileſt ſober Reaſon and convincing Senſe ſtandeth ſtill, or at beſt doth but creep. He Re 
covered his ſtrong Judgment in few words. His Body was of a ſtrong Conſtitution, and 
truly ſo was his Soul. He would preſently find out the meaning of hard Authors, and what 
ſoever he read was his own: Few have the like ſtrength of Memory. Though he was” His Memos» 
careful ro write down his Sermons, Heads, : Proofs, and Explication, yet in the Pulpit he ne "Y* 
ver made uſe of any Notes. 

_—— He made a good uſe of his Memory ; it was not like a Childs Pocket, ſtuffed with traſh, 

but as the Ark, wherein the two Tables were laid up. He had ſcarce his equal for his 

Remembrance of the ſacred Scriptures: _-He was tried for a good while together;; One —— 

took a Bible and read a Verſe in one Chapter, and another a Verſe in another, and fo —— 

went forwards and backwards, both as to the Books, Chapters, and Verſes of the Scripture, — 

— and he all along told the Reader the Verſe, , and Book, without miſtaking any —— 

one Text; and himſelf ſaid, That be believed be could tell the Book, Chapter, and Verſe, 

which any ſhould read to him all the day long : Much whereof appeared in his Prayers; For — 

- on 2 Faſt Yay he hath prayed an hour together, and moſt of the time in Scripture Phraſes, 

The Word of God was dear unto him, his daily Delight and Meditation. 

__ And that which made all his parts uſeful, was, that he made Hagar to wait on Sarab; Prudence, 

and as David conſecrated the Spoils raken from the Gentiles to the "Temple: So he dedica- 

ted his natural accompliſhments to his God , and made them ſerviceable before his own - 

honour. f 

——— Notwithſtanding all his great, natural, and gratious Accompliſhments, he was cloathed Humility, 

with Humility : None thought ſo meanly of him as he thought of himſelf: His Face, like 

Moſes ſhined, fo that all his judicious friends could not but obſerve and admire it, yet he 

knew it not: He had not the leaſt affeftarion or ſhew of Oftentation in his deptrtment, 

Language, or any other way. | 

— Empty Veſſels make the greateſt ſound ; thoſe which are full are the more filent,- Igno- — 

rance and Pride, Emptinefs and Arrogance are uſual Concommutants : He knew much, yet — 

the more ſenſible he was of his Ignorance, Nothingneſs, and Unworthinefs, and walked the 

more humbly with his God. As a Bough laden with Fruit or an Ear with Corn, the fuller 
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and weightier, the more they bend downward : He (as a Violet) hung down and hid his 
Head, though his Fragrancy and Sweetneſs diſcoyered what he was. | 
—— In his Apparel he was always grave and ſober, never minding the whimſical Modes or 
Faſhions, but ever kept to the ſame manner of Attire, A Friend ſtanding with him at his 
door, when a great Gallant antickly habited —_— whereupon he privately ſaid, 1 have 
made a Covenant with mine Eyes, why ſhould I bebold Vanity ? ; 
His rare ac. This good Man was ſurely excellently accompliſhed, ſeeing he had ſuch rich natural — 
compliſh- Gifts, and ſuch great gracious Habits, which, as the Diamond to the Ring, added true — 
ments. value to his Naturals. _ Alas! -W hat are all natural Abilities without Grace ? - but as Ci- — 
— phers without a Figure, inſignificant, and.in Gods account ſtandivg for nothing ? -Nay, — 
— uſually the greater Parts, the greater protaneſs: Saran makes much uſe of ſuch acute Wing, 
as ſharp Swords to do the more miſchief: At beſt they are but as Toads with Pearls in — 
their Heads and Poiſon in their whole Bodys. But Mr. 7//on had this happineſs to have — 
his great Gifts adorned and enameled with great Graces, whereby he hourly became the — 
greater Inſtrument of God's Glory. | | ; 

His Wives, VV hen he was about Twenty {ix years old he married the Daughter of Sir --—— Zinzan, 

_ Chil- * Who being in a Conſumption before ſhe was married to him, (for Love of him, her Parents 

dren. judging him much below her,) died within ſeven or eight Months after ſhe married him. 

| —— About a Year after her death, he married Mrs. Damaris Cable (Daughter of Mr. 7ames 
Cable of London, /Merthant,) who was a meet help to him both in his civil and ſacred con» 
cerns : By her he had Eleven Children: His eldeſt Son | Samue/,] who feared the Lord in 
his Youth, died young, the other Ten he left all living at his death with his deſolate Wi- 
dow. He had little of this worlds Goods to leave to his many Children, not above a hun- 
dred pounds a piece, and that after the deceaſe of his Widowg,yer he left them much if we 
conſider the many fervent Prayers which night and day he:poured out before the Lord in 
their behalfs. It's recorded -of a = and gracious Woman, who, when ſhe lay on her 
Death-Bed, ſaid thus to her Children; I have little to leave you; but this I muſt tell you, 
there is not one room in the Houſe which 1s net perfumed with Prayers for you. Often did this 
holy man cry out, O that my Children might live in thy fight! Lord come down by thy Spi- 
rit inzotheir Hearts, leſt my Children die, lf they die eternally. He had the wa he | 
miſed to the good man, Pſal. 12.8. 3. Thy Wife ſhall be as a fruitful Vine by the fades of thine 
Houſe : Thy Children like Olive Plants round about thy Table. 
His Sick- —-—That Piety which did ſhine fo brightly in his Lite did ſparckle wondertully at hisDeath. 
nels. The Meſſenger which the Lord ſeat ro call him hence (for Morbas eft via ad Mortem ) was 
a violent Fever, which he welcomed, as knowing it was ſent by a gracious Father, to call 
him home to his Fathers Houſe. No gueſt comes at 2ny time amiſs to him that keeps a 
conſtant Table : No Providence, -no nor Death itſelf can come any time amiſs to him that 
is always ready, and that dieth daily while he lives. Mr. {ſons Lamps were burning, his 
* Oil was ready in his Veſſel, when the Bridegroom came. 
His ca;ri. — His Fever had continued but a little while before his Friends did Progneſticate, that it 
age in his Would prove Mortal, and remove him from them, whom they loved as their own Souls, 
Sickneſs. and under whoſe Miniſtry they had fat with ſo much delight. But what he had been in 
| the courſe cf his Life, "the ſame he continued to be to is Death._-Though his Diſeaſe — 
—. was violent, and his Fits often acute and ſharp, yer he never complained, Groan he might, - 
—- yet he did never grumble. _ His pain might cauſe him to mourn, . but it did not make him 
murmur : He reverenced the Rod in the Hand of his Father ; and that Cup which his Fa- 

- ther gavehim to drink he ſubmicted to. In his extremity his Faith and Patience did emi- 
nently ſhine forth rothe Honour and Glory of God, and to the great comfort of thoſe about 
him, . and thoſe that came to viſit him. 

His care for — Being ſenlible of his approaching Death, he was exceeding ſollicitous for the Town and 

his People. Pariſh whereof he was Miniſter. Ir is an excellent Speech of Lelizs (in Cicer. de amicit.) 

Mihi non minori cur eft, qualis Reſpublica poſt mortem meam futura ſit, quam qualis hodie 
;-My care is as great What ſhall become of the Common-Wealth when I am dead, as 
- what it ſhall do while I live, - So this good Man was very follicitous what ſhould become 
— of his People when God ſhould call him away. As Moſes before he died was careful to ap- 
-— point a Succeſſor that might lead Gods People (which he had brought unto the very Bor- 
_ ders) into the-Land of Promiſe, the Earthly Canaan: So Mr. Wilſon before he died took — 
_ care for a Succeſſor that might further that good work that he had begun, through Grace, 
_ in many of his People, and to be helpful ro conduct them to their heavenly Canagn. And — 
_ for this end he ſent for ſome of the 'Town, who were prudent and gratious, agd adviſed 
_— them to conlader of ſome able and godly Miniſter to ſucceed in his - Ard he com- 
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mended unto them Mr. fobn Crump, a worthy Miniſter, as the fitreſt that he knew, to be 
their Paſtor ; and accordingly Mr. Crump did ſucceed him, not only in his place, but alfo 
in his Faithfulneſs and Diligence, and Serviceablenefs to the great comfort, and advantage 
of the People. ! 
—— And us Faecoeb before his Death called his Children together, to direct and foretel them He blefſerh 
what ſhould befall chem, ſo Mr. Wilſon called his Wife and Children to him, and defired his Wite & 
his Wife not to be diſcouraged at his Death, nor to ſorrow as thoſe that have no bope ; bur Efildren. 
to continue to ſerve God in Chriſt, to truſt God, and be chearful in tym ; adding this for 
her comfort, that though now they muſt part for a time, yet that there was a tice coming 
when they ſhould be joined again, never to part any more, his Children were moſt of them 
young, bur thoſe rhat were capable of Inſtrution, he exhorted to labour for the Fear of 
God Foe and direQing his Speech to his elder Daughter, he faid, Look you to it that T7, mul ne (Aa 
you meer me not at the day of Fudgment m an Unregenerate State. And 1o he commended all 
his Children to the Lord, and left them with him in much Faith in the Covehetit which 
God had made to him and his. | 
— — When Chriſtian Friends came to viſit him, he always endeavoured to requite their His Counſel 
/ kindneſs by giving them godly Counfel and Exhortation : He adviſed them to be frequent to his 
in reading the holy Scriprures, to prize highly,and to meditate much upon the Promiſes; to Friends: 
— be holy and blamelefs in their Converſations; by no means to forſake, bur ſtick cloſe ro all 
Gods Ordinances, and to hold on in Communion with Gods People in the Town. _*Tis — 
reported\of EpitFetws, that when he had broken his Lep, he diſcourfed with his-Friends as 
if his Soul had been in another mans Body; and when the Bones of Mr. Wilſon were fore px... 
vexed with the violence of his Diſeaſe, - he uſed to diſcourſe in ſuch a compoled Heavenly ence, 
manner, asif he had ailed nothing. 
— - When one or two of thoſe who had feparated from Communion with him came to viſit — 
him, he did with much affeftion bewail their Schiſmr, and prayed that God would bring --— 
them back again; and told rhem thar he could willingly lay down his Life, fo they might Schif; 
join in Communion with the other godly People in the Town, — 
— As 7acob when be was dying worſhipped, leaning on bis Staff, (Heb. 11. 21:} fo he on 
his Death-Bed was frequent in praying to, ' and prarfing God. Two nights before his death 
(though he was very fick and weak) yet he made his Bed his Pulpit, our of which he 
= ed to ſore rhar catne to ſee him, concerning the pretioufneſs of the Promiſes, and ————_ 
& them to took on that Text, 2 Per, 1. 4. hereby are gioth unto us exceeding rich and comment, 
pretious Promiſes, that by theſe you night be Partakers of the Divine-Nature, %c: And cot- ed. 
cerning the pretiouſneſs of Chriſt to beli he defired them to turn to 1 Per. 4, 7. Un 
to you that believe he is pretions. And Oh, with what afteftionate Expreſſions did this Mi- 
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nilter and Member of Chriſt d his Head, the Pearl of ineſtimable value, and the 
Promiſe which he hal fo dearly' purchaſed, fayingro them, That one of thoſe Promiſes was 
more pretions than all the World | 


_—He kept a pure Conſcience while he lived, and through Gods Mercy, had a peaceable Conſcience 
Conſcience when he died: *Tis ſaid of Occolampadins » that Jng asked on his Death- good. 
Bed, whether the Light did not oftend him, clappitig his Hands on his Breaſt he faid, Hic 
ſat lucis : Here is Light enough within: Mr. Fen all the time of his ſickneſs manifeſt- 
ed much Calmneſs and Serenity of Spirit. *T'is recorded of Dr. Zay/or, Martyr, that when 
he came within two Miles of Hadley, the place where he was to fuffer, he fetched a Frisk 
and faid, God be praiſed, 1 am almoſt at my journeys End :* I bave but two ſtiles to go over, 
and then I am at my Fathers Houſe. 

——- The Apprehenlions that Death drew near were comfortable to Mr. Wilſon. A Gen- Com, , 

. tlewoman of his Society comin} to rake her keaveof him, (beirig about to remove out of | 2hh w 
Maidſton ) he pleaſantly faid to her, What willyau £4 (good Mrs. Criſp) if I get the ftart of 
you, and get to Heaven before you get to Dover? ©, znother came to viſic him, he ask- 
ed her what ſhe thought of him: She anſwered, "Truly Sir, Ithiok you are not far from 
your Fathers Houſe: T'o which he replied, 'That"r gad News mired, and is enough to make - 
one laugh for joy. ' | | 

y_ When Ng. ke to him of his Death'in a mournful way, he faid unto them: T Bleſs 
God who hath ſuffered me to live ſa long, to do him ſome ſervice: And now I have done the 
work appointed me, that he is ak t6 call me away ſo ſoon: Thus in the Breathings of his His death 
Faith and Hope, he departed this Lite, and con his Jpirit into the Hands of him 
that redeemed it, and that on the Lords-day, upon which Day, he uſed to work fo hard , 
which now was the day of his Eternal Reſt; where: he keeps an endleſs Sabbath , Anno 
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| He 


th. AMES ts. MM. 


40 


The Life and Death 


We 


His Cha- 


racter. 


__— He needeth no Picture nor Monuments to preſerve his Memory. His good Works 
(though tranſient in themſelves, are yet in the Hearts of many) and praiſe bins 
in the Gate © For as Apeſilaus dying laid, If I have done good that will be my Monument ; if 
ill, all the Statues you can make will not keep my Good Name alive. 

When he died he was about Fifty two Years old ; of a ſtrang Conſtitution for ſtrength, 
and might in the courſe of Nature (if God had fo pleaſed ) have lived much longer : Bur he 
hroughr forth good fruit early, and was ripe when others of his age began bur tobloſſom, 
and therefore it was no wonder though God gathered him to himſelf ſo ſoon. He 
was in his Meridian, when others were bo juſt peeping above the Horizon, and therefore 
might well ſet before them. E 

—— It was much deſired and prayed for by many that he might have lived longer, but. God's 
time is beſt, and his time is come: He had fought @ good fight, he had finiſhed $þis Courſe, be - 
bad kept the Faith, and his Maſter called him t receive his Crown. It may be ſaid of him — 
as one ſaid of B, B. Fuel, Diuvixit, erf6 non diu fuit ; He lived long and much ina little time. — 

_— He did not waſte out with the Ruſt of Idleneſs, did wear out with Labour; yet he 

was a Light that did not blaze out needleſly and unprofitably, but burnt out for the en- 
lightning of many, and direQing them in the way of Life ; which Lite bunſelt now en- 
joyeth : And happy are they whom when their Lord comes ſhall find ſo doing: Of a truth 1 
ſay unto you, be ſhall make them Rulers over all that he hath. Luk. 12. 43, 44- 


A Teſtimony given by a Reverend and godly Neighbour Miniſter 
concerning Mr. Wilſon. 


an R. Wilſon's natural parts (faith he) were generally known to be very high : In depth — 
of Judgment, readineſs of Ms, ad quickneſs of Apprehen{ion : He was beſt — 

at much in a little, with clearneſs of Judgment, and exacineſs of Method that I have — 

heard, or am ever like to hear, His ſpiritual Endowments for Graces and Gifts were an- 

{werable. In his Miniſterial Abilities, he was taller-by the Head and Shoulders than moſt 

of his Brethren : His indefatigable pains were anſwerable to his , Which wore out his 

Spirits, and ſpent him for , to be the ſooner with God: And that which to me adorned 

all, was the depth of his ility an the height of his Sanftity, He had well learned that 

hard Leſſon, to receive much from God: and yet to be little in his own Eyes. 


His 
ry 1s yet pretious romy Thoughts: "The general loſs is great, yours in particular at Aſa; 
fon greater, I ſhall heartily defire thar his Een, and pious lary 
Life may ſtill live in your Lives, in which he, dead, yet ſpeaketh, &c. 


2 
F 


On the much lamented Death of Mr. Thomas Wilſon, 
Paſtor of Maidſton ig Kent. 


F Grief can help to werſifie, 
I Ys fer = -_ PFle try, 
Though long deceas'd , to figh a Verſe 
Tooffer at 8 Kingdoms Hearſe, 
And not fit mute in ent : 
Sorrow will kill that bath no vent. 


I could my Soul in ſadneſs fteey : 
1 could whole Floods of Waters weep. 
I could, as Nivbe, bemoan 
My ſelf, till turn'd into g Stone : 
T could become an Heraclite, 
Lind ſpend in Tears each day and Night : 
Or, it Jilke, to ſome cloſe Cell 


Retire, and ſay, vain Mirth Farewel. 


Alas! th World what can I view ? 
But what bids me bid joy adien. 
T ſee ers of Vice abound, 


EvVv'n 


appearing above ground, 


of Mr. Thomas Wilſon. 


And Devils of the Hum me Races, 
Daring t# A Moighy to his Face : 

— Such as can teach Nero to ſm, 

To whom no age hath equal bin» 


I ſee the Shepherds laid to ſteep, 
Who tender were of th harmleſs Sheep ; 
Whilſt ravenous Welfs and Bears ſurvroe, 
Who only to devour them ſtrive. 

1 y - r6-ſer the prongs Lights, © 
darkſom Nigbrs. 
Alths I ſee, Aon) x 
And is't al to lam 

What Marble i: not | cure ER 


When ſach « doleful Change appears IT; 


x” rar Great each once renoww'd, 

Whoſe Fame in for ts did 

Diſplac'd on Earth, hr na 
This Seſſions to their Houſe ahove: © * 
— Twiſs went firſt, "tis w__ 

As Prolocutor, *rwas bis due : 

Then Burroughs, Marſhal, Whitake, Hill, 


, Gataker, Vines, White, = 
Sharp Swords ſbi '| cut their Sheaths, Pern.Strong, 
Spurſtow, Tuckney, ron + they throng | 


The Gate of Bliſs, as if their : 
That Heaven would fill &re they got there. 


But why ſuch haſte? Death, baſ no meaſure? 


think 't no theft to rob the Treaſure 
#+ Cheb} hr ay Avon fo wiſe, 
eze f Prize? 
Or aret das FI et 
Thc end of - grant ? 
Or 8rt Oo Am 80 raſÞ the Stone 
——— Kill m PP 
Thou need f not ſhake the Pulpit 
Look x phres —_— fed 


Their werk, t 
Ther hg: nd 


—_ t themſeles, who ot 
No t great Clerks decline the 
Scarce =} willy dri'd cede ing 
For one, but ſtraight another dyes : 
Now Wilſon's gone, that gallant Mind, 
That lofty Soul that thither enclin'd 
Whilft Fey and always did ape 
To join with the 
Whoſe Head a living —_— 
Whoſe Heart the Ark lwals did lie 
The Law: whoſe Prayers could Heaven ftorm : 
pn Preaching Sodoms did reform. 


Then bind 4 ett em 

His Life the G expound, 
And its Cummted in the Text was found. 
Hed 1 as many Mouths to fill 

With praiſe, as be in Tingay bad hell; 


The Life and Death 


Ali; were unable to ſet onthe 

He great, bus large, bis matchleſs orb. 
Hal Itis Grace, bis Gifts, Pdg ie 

With a whole Kingdoms Miniſtry, 


He's with the reſt-the praiſe to. feng 
Of our met. loving Lord and King. 


There 110 diſſenting Brethren beg 

But all as one m one, agree'; 

One vr one 7) wage anigy 

No [/ firs ife 2k Wick jd ear the aj. * 
(All doubrs refols/d, all oo untid 
All Truths in th God of Truth eſp? t - | 
With hotteſt, 1 Cm there embrace 
Each orher<f perfet} Grace : 

Their Gl s gra, rnd Wealth is aff, 


But O the are bh 
nn Sh in the. fie 
Of that 3; "Face that's all FI 


What Ton gue can tell? what can chk 
What joy , _wT this rogiy to.drink? 


t 16 10 07s 
wk ſtore: . 
... Thy beſs, « i but a Toy 


To thas theſe k) 
My God os $a. al 


To which.t tn me wh 
On Swiniſh ſhould? feed 
WimImg ar whe s Meat indeed. 


Lord why I comtented be 
Whilf 1 am thus abſent from thee? 
Can there be day without the Sun? 
Or Bodies live hen Souls are gone ? 
Thou art my Sun, my Sol,” ani T 


Abſent from that do \ Jail 
What fr here when all bo 


That is deſerving 
My God, a Chrift, my wh are there, 
My Heart, my bopes ; what do There? 
O let my Heaven-born Soul expire 
Ieſelf in Salleys, and deſire 

fo reft and mals its tay 
Where thou art All in All for aye? 
O come thou down with floed fo ro me, 


Or take me to thee. 
quickly up _ 


An Epitaph upon Mr. Thomas Wilſon, 


Lo hete of Wilſen but a ſhadow 3.564 

He was a Star of more Illuftrious 

Such W:lſon was in Life, ſuch in hiodearh, 
God grant we ſo may live, fo yield our Breath? 


A brict 


; Qui obut 15 oct: 
| 


1654 Mtats 48. 
PF. H .Van Houe Sculn- / 
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A brief account of the latter part if the Life and Death of Dr. 
Samet Bolton,” who Fd Anno" Chriſti> 165.4." > 


Have ro Accovhtef his Pareatage Birth, aid Bautaricn in his yen er Yearst About 
the time that the All-wiſe God tranſlated him hence, he was , Within 2 little 
ſpace to take'to himſdlf many learned, and; able Minifters, which, without . 
was @ of thedreadfol and terrible ano 7 0 = jr 
os nine were ſo little ſenfible of it. Io. 57 
el ng and no man layeth it to Heart; _ 
= pans = ver is taken away frond the Evil 


patiuntur ma- 
: MITES 6 Wed when La Hon 


0 


» Dr.” 
ED De. nk A Ds am whey Mr 
of -Chrs 4 whoſe Commendation if we ſhould cater, ir:may be 
ENEInESs on Netimen fd of his Siler Corgi, Tharching i axvte Gke chat 
ſpeak'vow little, a Lectr whe ee te = IS f iefend 
" Mwa's Light in 4 is Intergreter ons aT f 
wo i Br nd fg Lg A workmas that nteded mat be 
the word of Truth. He was onethat did ftudy.not only apdvrevir, by revenddNir* nog 
7 48 Preach-well, 'bur to. Live well. His -Life was ancxcdlnt Commentary Upon his 
earergyrotrmgy rms Lore ing » (who.# called, \7be wwice of he 
Cryet,) thatho'was All.Voice A Voice in his:Habit;\ a orce ig hinDice, . a Voice in his 
; A Voice in his Converſation as well aviwhis > that it may be wru- 
iy faid o this. Alan God, he was Tore Vox, All Voice: A Veictin bis Like 2s well -_y . 
his DoCtrine. He lived his own Sermons, and by his 
that-by his Heavenly Doftrine ; Narh vita Praedieaornni * The Lifpof Mz 
viſkers cantata de IE 7" ie renchers. of Sid, + 4. 
"= ; hae 


/ 


. . 


4+ 
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The Life ind Death 


ah 


— — 


=RN — — 0 - 


— What Ruffin: ſaid of Gregty Nazianzen, may tiuly be apalicd to this Reverend and ho- 


ly Miniſter ; He Cid thoſe things himſelf that ke taught to others, neither did he condemn 
himlclf by practiſing contrary to what he preached. He laJ not only D5n.z boucraria, but 
Dona [alutifera; Not otly Gifts for the goed of others, but Graces tor the good of his 
own Suu!. _"There are many Miniſters that bave rae Gifts, but they are like a Pearl in a 
'T'oads Head, a Pearl in the Head, bur the Body all Poiſcn, tccuſe their Lives give a lye 
to their Docrines : But this our Brother had not only Gratias grotif datas, but Gratias gra- 
tum faciomes. He was not only learned, but religious, and (which us the higheſt con.men- 
dation) he was an bumble Saint. The Applauſe trom others did not make him proud. 


What _— There are four things (faith Lzther) thar make a Miniſter ; Prayer, Rcading Medita- 


makes a 
Minittcr. 


H s Temp- 
LatIOns, 


His Pru- 


dencc- 


ration, and Timpration. Our Chriſtian Brother was not.ofly a man cf Prayer, Reading, and 
Meditation, but a man affaulted with manifold Temptations; yes, piobably with more 
than many bundreds cf Miniflers are. He was often buffered by Saran, and therefore pro- 
ved the more able to comfort them that were in trouble, by the 11 wherewith be was 
cemfurted by God. (2 Cor. 1. 4.) And he left a_ Writing behind yn wherein. he had re- 
corded all the ourgoings of God towards him, and all the Experienges cf Gods ſhining with 
the Light of his Countenance upon him z and alſo of his wabdrawings, and hiding his 
Face D him. He hath writren down both the Apogawm's and: Perigeenm”s (as I may (0 
lay,) both thoſe tines wherein God ſtood at a diſtance from him, -and when he approached 


nearer to him. 


His painful- — His cclire of winning Souls to Chriſt by his Preaching, was ſo great, that though he was 


liCls 


Head of a Colledge in Cambridge, and had no Miniſterial charge of his own, yet notwith- 
ſtandirghe — gratis once every Lords day for many Years together. The like is re 
corCed of that Reverend, Godly, and Learned Miniſter Dr, Hill, fomrimes Maſter of Tri- 


nity Collcc ge, 


———=- This worthy Dr. Bolton, in the ordinary courſe of his Miniſtry, had a little before his 


A ſpce 'al 
þ I VLENCC, 


Death preached over the third Chapter of St. Pau/s Epiſtle to the Philippians to the latter 
end of the 'T'wenticth Verſe, and was came to Verſe the One and Twenticth ; }þo ſhall 
change cur wile Boay, that it may be ſaſhioned like unto bis glorious Body, according to the 
mighty working whe eby be is able ta ſubdue all things to himſelf. And it pleaſed God by 
his Provicence fo $0/order it, that Ms. Edward Calamy preaching at his Fuueral, 

cd, that he mace-choice of this very Verſe (though ke knew nothing of this till atter- 
wards) for his Text at his Burial. Bur _ Dr. Batcn lived not to preach upon this 
Verſe, 'ycrt he now lives. in Heaven, waiting tor that blefied rime when his vile Body ſhall 
be raiſed cut of his Grave, and be made like unto-the g'orious/Body-of our Lor 'F | 


Chrift, 


L = Fa ' 
— Before, he was made Maſter of. Chriff's Colledge, he preached three or four Years a 


H:;, works. 


Martin's Ladgate, london: Alſo-lax or ſeven Years at'St. Sawiowr's Southwark ; - And, fot 
ſome ume at St. Andrew's Helborwy/ wi all places to the grear fatiafauon of all the godly 
that waited upon his Miniſtry, And though he be now dead, yet he (till ſpeaks, neg;only 
by the Holineſs of his Life, and gracioulneſs of his Doctrine, but alſo by the many. excellen 
Books. which he hack: left -in Print; in which may; be beheld. a fair Charkter of bis Piety, ' 
and M:niflc nal: Abihries,\. > ) | 


— He was very Orthodox and found in his Judgment : | He had no Spi irual Leproſis Fa hs 


Head," witnels thoſe rwo'Buoks of his, called, The Arr aignimes: of Exroary and A Vingica- 
rien if rl e; Rights of the baw, and Liberties of Grace... He was of 4 publick Spirit, wirgels 
that Book-ct \his, calledg4-4 Word in Seaſon to a fmnkingKingdim.. He was very careful in 
admiming Mevand: Women to the Saccament of the Lords Supper ; - wunels that Book of 
hit callddy: 7 ke Hedding Garment. —_— T 


His Sick. — Thetimect his Sickneſs was long, 'tedious, andcoſtly :' His Diſeaſes many, very hay, 


ncif. 


De2 th ducfce 
rcd. 


but. h:s\Pacierice wasexceeding great. He would uſually. fly, that though the Providences 
of God were'gvrk towards him, yer.he'had Light within. A littleibefore he died, he (aid 
to: one#hut was _—_y him up,: Let: me alone, lat me.lie quietly, for Þ.hawe as much comfort 
at my Heart can : The laſt trmethat Mr. Calimy vilnted himy{ts found bio wonder- 
ouſly Gefarous to be:diflolyed, and tobe with Chriſt :- He ſaid, Ob rbis wile Carcaſs of mine! 
When will it give t6ay (that my Scul may get out and yo to my Ged? I hen will this rotes 
Carcaſs. becconfumed,” that 1 may mount up 10 Heaven? And when he. ſaw any perobyble 
—_ Death, (which ke called, The 11le Crewifſes ar which bis Sol did peep out,) be 
was exceedin 


joytul. F + ITY 
His homie — It wes lis Leezeo be buried without any Filneral Pomp, which may mind us of 6 laying 


LU. 


recorced by Melchior: Adamas im the Life of Pe!/irang: of. un Uicke of his who would nor. be 


of Pr. Samuel, Bolton. 
buried in his Scholaſtick Habie(v the Euftorh in that Country then was). Teſt amento cavit 
(ith he) ne aliter [epeliretur quan ſimple x alirs Chriſtianity : He ordered itin his lalt Will 
and Teſtament, to be buries/as a: private Chriſtian, and nat as a Doctor, and the Reaſon 
he gave was, becauſe he hapod ;- Reſurreft drum {e ad jadicium, no ut Socerdetems & Dette- 
rem, ſed at butwelews Chriſt iam; That he ſhould riſe at the day of. Judgmen:, and appear 
before God, not as a Presbyter, or:g Doctor, but as 4n bumble Chrittzun. "This was the 
delire and hope of our Reyrrend Brother, and this Text preached upon ar his Funeral was 
matrer of great rejoicing unto hum, whuleſt he thought of that day, wherein his vile Body, 
ſubject to ſo many Diſcaſes, ſhould be. tnade like' uno the glorious Body of Chrilt, accord- 

ing to the —_ , the mighty working (wi he three tines repeated) wherthy be 35 able to ſub- 
E all rbings to T7 And fo he it the Lord; and was honourably buried in His Jeah. 
the Church of St. pK Kanga: 16th, Arno Chroft; £54: 


An Epitaph oa the 2'E Religious and Learned Dr. Boltox; 
Maſter bf Chrifts Co edge 1 in Cambridge. 


T's wh; 4 xg and tbe Age, bere lies 
One that was bolyJearned, juſt and wiſe; 
VA _ the Court ſeem'd heavy, and rhe See 
G rew Ho yo » Jes Patience preach” fb and Modeſty. 
Fears urg d Fears, and Hoge purſued Hope, 
oK ts *gainſÞ Pulpits bandied, yet th, Scope 
Both of 4 Text and Life, was Peace, fair Peace ! 
Heavens Legacy, the buſie worlds ſcorn'd caſe} 
By zaking care of Souls he did not mean 
Ay Lerdſbips | for bis Heirs ; So clean, 
" So ſpotleſs vere bt aimes: Hu greatef fore, 
Was Love, rg Praiſe; Promotion made n_ poor, 
"Twas not the dn] enge fed of bs Ze yt: to 


«Az Matter alway Bro foray fries 
Diurnals never AY the ſecond Gloſs. 
a the City be (ng one 


Turn by Death; Fates Stq =_ 
YPhchps - th fore) dwith che fl ove od care. 


(1 Fre arbor Fat Pos -bbvs/ Brie J 
Es fo 5 3of R Riches, Healib, and 9" la 


"36h (Reader ) Reader ) and bi a Tear 
ork fi {rh [rfl alwa he 
[2 s Here 
ind Vale rndre hang the Hua " 
9 Pr, the i=at5 oy ay Hghriy preſs 
er entri , 
(he Þ as ey EY bes 


May the fur 
'F Standiſh 


Wie "ſt a 


©pon the Deathof the Pious and Learned Samuel Bolton, Dr. df 
Divinity, and Maſter of Chriſts Colledge in Cambridg, 


NI gadding Muſe aftects to ſhew 


pales | xe A to the common view, 
, Not that ſhe thinks ſuch harſh untuned Lays 


As hers are fit to celebrate thy Praiſe; 


The Life and Death \" 


Dares ſhe preſent theſe Verſes : | Bur as they. | - 
Who hundreds hold of others, yer-do pay 
: em: By this ſhe 


Fruit: ,.. 
And they that laboured d like theey 
Their Names ſhall live to all Eternity. , 
Nor ſeems it that virtuous men ſho'd beſt 
Oblivion ſcape, which oft invobves the reſt 
Of Things and Perſons, whoſe Poor low deſires 
Are not aftefted with ſuch high Aſpires, 
The Principles by which moſt men do move, 
Are private Intereſt, and baſe Self-Love. ; 
So far their Friendſbip, and their Hate extends, 
Itſelf, as ſerves their own contratted Ends, 
Hence,as that Earth-begotten Brood, which grew, 
FromTeeth whi in theFurrows threw, - 
Within a while by civil Diſcord ſhin. $94 

+  Return'd unto her Mother Earth again, ' i 

And ſcarce left any token to.appear 1A 
To tell th*enfain that once they were...” © 


So bad Men quickly vaniſh and are gotie, . © 
Buried in th? Earth, and dark OBtovgoni. =_ 
Butt thoſe hike thee. whoſe more enlarged Breaſt 
With better , and purer F! e's] 


. Whoever rl. ro th'Infanc World 'wnpart : 
me ſignal Bepefit, or ulefal Art, / 

Had Temples built unto him; hence aroſe / 
Ceres and Baechus, and ſuch Gods as thole. 
Would 'Trath dilpenle, and Piety admir 
Of ſuch like Deities, *rwere far more fit 
Teaccount thee one, than thoſe that taught us how 
To tread the Wine-Prefs, arid tb hold the Plough: 
Since this gr ifterence *rwixt thee we hind 
And them ; fed the Body, thou the Mind. 


4 \ Ks Wi, Wobriche.. 1 


—  — 


of Dr. Samuel Foiton. 47 


On the deplored Death of the Reverend Door Same! 
Bolton, Mr. of Chriſt's College in Cambridge. 


O mourn in Verſe, and write an Elegie, 
Is even grown as common as to die ; 
Poetick Sorrow ſerves but for a MasK 
To other Paſſions ; "twere an eaſie task 
For Grief that's feigned, or at beſs but fait, 
To boaſt uſelf in - nar Complaint. 
But where internal Sorrow hath poſſeſt 
The wery Vitals, and corrodes the Breaſt 
With inward care, where the oppreſſed Heart $. 
. Dothlie in languiſh with conſuming ſmart, 
The Soul is choaked, and the Spirits ſpent 
With mutual Conflift ere they find a vent. 
Such real Anguiſh, ſuch wnfeigned Grief, 
Doth ſcarce admit the pittiful Relief 
Of Sighs and Tears; ſuch dolor ſcarce affords 
Imperfe& Sentences, and broken words. 
The caſe is ours, when Sorrows Violence 
Hath fronghy touched with @ vigorous ſenſe 
Of our Calamity: whoſe deep Diſtreſs 
Ow Minds with Grief aſftoniſh'd cav't expreſs. 
No wonder then in ſo juſt cauſe of Tears 
And ſad Complaint, ſo little Pomp appears 
= bevy » Elegies and Fun'ral Songs; F 
is loſs doth more affet# our Hearts than Tongues. 
Our fexcere Arning Jools wot after Fame 
In theſe juſt Rites; let others then proclaim 
Their forced ſorrows with exalted cries, 
Our real Grief makes filent Obſequies. 


W. Leigh. 


pon the Death of the Reverend, his never to be forgotten 
Friend, Dr. Bolton, Mr. of Chriſt's Col. Cambr, 


J5 Zelondead? Apd fhall not England weep, 3 
That we no longep ſuch a Saint could keep! SY 

Alas! the World not worthy was of thee, V+ 

The Saints above did want thy Company. 

Thy Virtues, Graces, Praiſes, and thy worth, 

No Tongue alive is able to ſer forth. 

Thou waſt a burning, and a ſhining Light 

In this our Orb; few left which ſhin'd fo bright. 

Thy Miniſterial Gifts, thy Zeal, were rare, 

Thy Piety, no leſs thy Gitts in Prayer, 

And in a Word (bleſf Soul) thee to commend ; 

Thy Praiſe knows no beginning, nor no end. 


Fobn Crofts, Miniſter, 
C. E. C. 


The Life and Death 


A brief account of the Life and Death of Mr. Richard Vines, 
who died Anno Chriſti 1 65 5. 


£3:« Rivch & Ichard Vines was born at a Town called RBlazon, in the County of Leiceſter, about 
'Education- the Year 1600. His Parents finding his 'Towardlinels and Ingenuity, kept him at 
y School till he was fit for the Univerſity, and then ſent him ro Cambridge , where he was 
admitted into Magdalen Colledge; In which place he ſoon diſcovered much quickneſs of 
Wir, and pregnancy of Parts, which, though they were lively and facetious, yer never 
ſinful or prophane. O | 
His profici- — In that Colledge he followed his ſtudies very hard, and profited much in the Arts and 
Ency. Tongues: And after he had continued ſome good time in the Univerlity, going into his 
own Country, he was choſeh to be a Schoolmaſter at Hinckly, a little Market-Town, bor- 
dering upon ——— 
— There he continued for ſome good time, training up his Scholars in Religion and Learn- 
* ing, till the Death of Mr. Fames Crunford , head Schoolmaſter in the Free-School of Co- 
Heis choſen entry, who alſo was ReCtor of Weddimgton in the ſame County ; by whoſe death that Re: 
ro Wedding tory falling void, Mr. Adderly, a godly and Religious Gentleman, who was Patron of 
ton, the place, and lived in the Pariſh, preſented Mr. Vines to it, 
_— The Pariſh was very ſmall, and the Miniſters means of maintenance anſwerable, being 
not above 6o /. per annum, yet Mr. Vines accepted of it, and laboured faithfully in the 
work of the Minitr , with much Evidence and demonſtration of the Spirit and Power, 65 
that many reſorted to his Miniſtry from places adjacent, and Mr. Aderly took ſuch a Love 
. —and liking to him, that he beſtowed his Daughter upon him, who proved a loving and 
ag loyal Wite unto him all his days. 
— Having continued ſome time at Weddington, there was another little Pariſh within leſs 
than a Mile of it, called Cawcor, which falling void by the death of the Incumbent, the 
Patron conferred that upon Mr. Vimes alſo,. becauſe the Churches being but about half - 
Mile aſunder, he might preach in the Morning at the one, and in the Afternoon at the 
*other ; or one Lords-day at one, and another at the other, yet the Profits of both did not 
amount to 100 b. per annum. 
__. His Partsand Pains were ſo conſpicuous that they were not fit to be bounded within fo 
His Le&ture narrow a compaſs, and therefore at the requeſt of divers Friends, he undertook a LeQture 
at Nun-Eae at Nur-Eaton, a large Market-Town near unto him, and about ſeven Miles from Cowen- 
ho try, unto which multitudes reſorted , both of the Gentry, Miniſtry, and private Chriſti- 
ans, whereof many came from places divers Miles oft, as I my felt was fomtimes a Wit- 
neſs. 
— There he continued till the Civil Wars brake forth, Anno Chriſti 1642, between the 
His remove King and the Parliament, at which time, for his ſafety, he retired with his Family into 
to Coventr). Coventry, as diversother Miniſters did ; and conſidering the heavy Judgments of God up- - 
on the Nation, and the great danger that they were in, they agreed amongſt themſelves to 
— ſet up a Morning LeCture, which began at Seven, and ended about Eight a Clock, which 
they kept 'by turns, to the great Comfort and Edification of the Citizens , and others of 
the Gehitry, that were retreated ifito the City. Mr. Vimes was one that kept up this Le- 
 Qture, and preached alſo ſomtimes on the Lordi-days, with great approbation, and content 
to his Hearers. | 
Choſen imo — There he continued to the year 164.3. at which time the Aſſembly of Divine; was cal» , 
the Aſſem- Jed, and he was choſen one of the Miniſters for Warwickſhire, and it was a Mercy to the 
bly Church of God that he was fo: For how much good he did there about the matter of p 
— - Church-Government, may fafely be concealed, bur ſcarcely be expreſled without offence 
to ſome. 
—— This occaſioned his coming to London, and ſoon afrer he.was choſen to preach before 
His coming the Houſe of Commons on one of their ſolemn Faſt-Days, which he pcriormed with much / 
to Londen. judgment, Maſculine and Nervous Oratory, as may be ſeen in his Sermon, printed by Or- 
der of the ſaid Houſe : And he was taken ſo much notice of, that ſoon after he was choſen 
ToClements Miniſter of Clements Danes, a very large, and conſ:d+rable Pariſb, wherein, beſides Citi- 
Danes. zens, there were ſome Nobles, and Perſons of Eminency. 
And Eſſex-Heouſe being in that Pariſh, tbat Noble Earl was his frequent Hearer, with 
—_— whole 


BY 


To Cawcor. 


— 
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whoſe Miniſtry he was ſo pleaſed and taken, that he became his great Friend to his dying ou 
Day, and after his death Mr. Vines was made choice ot to preach at his Funeral, which — 


curious and ingenious Sermon 1s to be ſeen in Print, He was called often to preach before 
the Parliament, ſometimes bofore the Hauſe of Lords, and ſometimes before the Houſe of 
Commons, all which he performed to the great $atisfaCtion of his Hearers, eſpecially of 
the moſt judicious. And how efteCtual his Miniſtry in his own Pariſh was , ſome yer li- 
ing can, and have teſtited, not without many Tears, being much troubled for the dry- 
ing up of thoſe Breaſts, from which , for ſome years, they had ſuch wholſom, plealing, 
and profitable nouriſhment. | | 

_ After ſome time ſpent in that place, by the follicication, 2nd procurement of the Earl 


of Eſſex, (Clements Danes being ſo large and unweildy a Pariſh) he was removed to the 


Hertford. "The Parſonage was of good value, yet 


Rectory of Watton, im the County'e 
, (as molt Ecclefiaſtical Livings ule to be 


much over-rated in the common 
it proved (mall to him, by reaſon of his 
Taxes (the tenth of all which was laid upon 
to value ſuch a Pearl,) and (as himſelt told me) being forced ro find a Horſe and Arns 
without any other joined with him : > Beſides, in regard of his neccllary abſence ſometimes, 
he was fain to maintain an- Aſſiſtant ro ſupply his room, | 
_— When the Univerſity of Cambridge was reformed by the noble Earl of Mancheſter, he 
was choſen,”and appointed to be Maſter of ' Pembrook Halt: And few there were more 
fit for Learning, ora Spirit of Government, and for ſuch a rruſt than he. When he came 
to ir, he found the Houſe very empty of Students, and the Buildings much out of Order, 
by abuſe of rude Soldiers that had been quartered in it : - But the Fame of Mr. Vines, now 
made Maſter, quickly drew Scholars; the Chambers were repaired, and made fit for their 
Entertainment, & the Houſe flouriſhed with godly,and learned Fellows,and Scholars. There 
he continued, promoting Religion and Learning to the utmoſt of his Power, cill he was 
t out for refuſing the | Ha. 0 9e that Engagement, which, though ſome did ſwal- 
w, yet toothers it proved a.ſtone of ſtumbling, and a Rock of Offence to many other 
render, Conſciencious Heads of Houſes, Fellows of Colledges, and Miniſters in- the King- 
dom. 
— From being Paſtor of Watton ( a place too mean for his Gifts ) he had a fair Invitation 
and Call to the Paſtoral c_ of -Lawrence Fury, Londen, and (o he returned to the Ci- 
ty again, where he exerciſed his choice. Talents to Gods Gloty, and the great good of his 
People, and others that flocked to his Miniſtry: And God ſo bleſſed his Labours, 'and 
gave him ſuch room and Intereſt in the-Hearts of bis People, char whereas his Houſe was 
old and incommodious, they pulled it down, built,it;new, and enlarged it out of their 
own Purſes, which coſt them (as I was informed) .about Five Hundred, Pounds, 
_— Whileſt he was Miniſter there, he was choſen to be one of the-week|y Lecturers at St. 
Michaels Cornbill, which LeCture was ſet up and maintained by ſome, godly and well af- 
feted Merchants, who frequented the ſame, together with multitudes of other Citizens, 
out of all parts of the City, and it was a means (through Gods Blefling) to edifie many; 
and to ſettle and eſtabliſh others in thoſe giddy times. - * ed Ls 
_—— As he was thus —— ſpending himſelf, and/laþouring inthe Lords Harveſt work, 
it pleaſed God to afflit him with a great diſtem 


:) bur, 
great Charges in repairing a ruinous Houſe ; greab 
him by his Neighbours, who knew not how 


HisRerm ove 
ro Watton. 


—_ 


— 


” 


To Cam- 
tridge. 


To Lew- 


rence Jury. 


per, 4rcompanicdh with much pain in his His Sick- 


Head, which ſuddenly almoſt took hus fight from him, inſomuch'(as himſelf told me, with 1e-s+ 


whom 1 was intimately acquainted for about. Fourteen'years before his Death) that he could 
not ſee to read the largeſt Print, neither would any. SpeRacles belp higa. This occaſioned 
a very great change ; tor whereas before he was of a lively, chearfyl, 'and aQtive Diſpoſi- 
tion, now he became dull, and Melancholly: whereas before he (was of a ſtrong ,..and 
healthful Conſtirution, now-he became weak and crazy, yet would not be taken off from 
his Labours to the laſt ; ' but was deſirous to ſpend and-be ſpent in the work of the. Lord. '. 
—— On a Sabbath Day he preached his laſt Sermon; -and adminiſtred the Holy Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, not finding any ſenfible change in. hitnſelf, tilt abour Ten a Clock ar 
Night, when he was going to Bed, | at which time be fe}{ into a. great Bleeding at the Noſe; 
probably having over-heat his Blood by the labours of the Day ; and having finiſhed his 
courſe.apon Earth,! and faithfully di the Work and Ergand tar which God ſent 


diicha 
him into the World, between Two and mes a Clock that Night, he quietly and comforta- 
bly reſigned up his Spirit unto God that gave it, and was honourably buried (multitudes 
attending his _— the Grave, , with much Lamentation and ming) at Lawreace« 
Fury London, Feb. 7. Anno Chrifts 1655. and of his Age about FittySix: Aad: from the 
SanRikication of the Lords-Doy he went to tus ererlalting Ref pk 


He 


His Death. 


_— 
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His Chara- _ He was ( as Fobn the if ) a burning and a ſhining Light : An Interpreter one of 
cer. —Thouſand : of — —_— Parts: taller by the Head and Shoulders then molt of 
his Brethren. A Man mighty in the Scriptures ; Another Apollo; in that z excellently and 
exquiſitely accompliſhed in all parts of Learning. A perfect Maſter of the Greek Tongue ; 
a good Philologer ; an excellent Orator. He was a ready and piercing Diſputant, and to he 
approved himlelfeven to admiration,in thoſe rwo famousTrearies, the one at Uxbridge, the 
other at Newport inthe Iſle of Fight ; in both which places, being ( with fome other Dis 
vines ) appointed to attend their Commiſſioners ſent from the Parliament, in the former 
Place to treat with the Kings Commiſſioners, and in the latter with the King himſelf, he 
ſtrenuouſly enervated the Arguments of thoſe, who aſſerted the Divine Right of Prelacy, 
and afſerteſt the Presbyterian Government. 
_ He was a folid and judicious Divine, who tead much, and concoCted what he read ; 
-— One who was able to give-a weighty and pithy Deciſion in any controverted point : He 
— was 2 notable confurer of Errours, he ſeldom ſpake to them, bur hir the Bird in the Eye, 
- and made him die, not a lingring, buta ſudden Death. In the courſe of his hole gn 


_ was highly Orthodox, ſound in the Faith, very powerful, very ſpiritual; His whole 
— and drift in his Miniſtry was to clear up that great Doctrine of Juſtification ( in which 
_ Waseminently, and throughly ſtudied )_to debaſe Mans Righteouſnes, and ro exalt the — 
— Righteouſnels of Feſw: Chriſt ; He was one that knew how to ſpeak a word in ſeaſon to 
wounded and bruiſed Spirits. There was a great Light, who is now with God, Mr. Angel 
-vf Gramtham, who, being under a fore and grievous Deſertion, did receive much Comfort 
by diſcourſe with him. ; 
His Indu-__.- His diligence in his Work and Calling was great, in Labours much, ———_— 
fry. and towards his end his great weakneſs neither did, nor could hinder him from his Maſters 
Work, with Sr. Auſtin, he deſired, that when Chrift ſhould come, he might find him aut 
Precantem, aut Pradicatom ; Either Praying or Preaching. That which would have made 
ſome to keep their Beds,could not keep him out of the Pulpit. And as he Preached, ſo be 
lived , By his Parts he did ip%4nvev 3 By his Grace he did ipSvmdw : _Whar he Preached to 
othes: he praCticed himſelf, and was not like a Mercurial Poſt, that directs the way to 0+ 
thers, but never ſtirs it (elf. | 
Lurthcr- For his natural temper, he was a Man of a Heroical and undaunted Spirit, ſome called 
like. him Luther, not being much unlike him ( as it ſhould ſeem by his PiQture ) and indeed he 
was another Lather ; he feared not the Faces of any in the diſcharging of a good Conſci- 
ence, In his Deportment he was ſomewhat blunt and inobſervant, yer not in the leaſt 
Proud, or moroſe, and ſupercilious. -T wo things were objected againſt him by ſome : 
—=Firſt, his frequent removes from place to place, towards his latter end ; And ry \ 
_ vevonlacs, which they inferred trom the former. But their is no queſtion bur that a Miniſt- 
— er may have juſt and lawful occaſion of removing from one to another, eſpecially in 
- ſuch unſetled times asrhoſe were ( yet it is confefſed that, for the avoyding of Offence, 
they ſhould be very wary and circumſpet therein ) bur for his particular caſe, after he had 
- long continued in his Paſtoral charge m the Country (tho the Place was obſcure, and the 
-- means ſmall ) in all his latter removes, he can ſcarce be ſaid to have undertaken a Paſtoral 
- in any of them, except in the laſt of Lawrence Fury. 
Virdict- __— As for the charge of Covetouſneſs, I remember that Mr. Calvin had the ſame aſpertion 
red. caſt upon him, but his laſt Teſtament ſhewed that he dyed a very poor Man: For all his 
Goods, yea and his Library,being fald very dear ( faith Mr. Bezs ) ſcarcely amounted to 
three Hundred Crowns. And Mr. Calvin hitnſelf in his life time, this impudent 
ſlander —  —— I am alive to believe that I am no 
Menyed Men, yet my Death will ſhew it. And the Senate at Geneve could teſtify that his 
_ being very ſmall, he was fo far from/ not being contented with it, that when they 
to enlarge his Penſions, he utterly refuſed the ſame : By rhis ſmall eftare which be 
left at his Death, it appeared that either his Gifts were not grear, or elſe that he ſpetrt as 
God fent : So Mr. Vines by what he left at his death; made it abundattly appear, that his 
Heart was not much ſet upon the World ;For if it had, ſure there would have been more 
of the World in his Purſe : for it may be confidently affirmed, that their was nor a Miniſter 
of any repute in the City of London, for ſome years, /that died with ſo ſmall an Eftate as 
Mr. Vines did. | 
—-—If we take him as a Chriſtian, he was another Ezvcb, a true Walker with God, a very 
Holy Man : more cannot be ſaid of atiy Man ; leſs eannot be faid of him, without wrong- 
ing his his memory,--His Life was like Enochs Life, and his Death was like Emcchs Thonſla- 
1408 3 fot he dieg ſuddenly. He wetit- to Bed, Gept, and dyed. His Dearb was « _ - 
; ced : 


of Mr. Richard Vines. 


—— — — 


deed : Being weary and ſpent with his Work, God took him to Heaven, there to give 
him a Cordial : From the Pulpit he went to the Throne: As ſoon as he had ended his 
Sahbath here , he catred upon his everlaſting Sabbath in y_ He went.warm from 
; to be found by Death abcur 

his Lords buſinefs. Mr. Vines his work was done, he was weary and feeble, and God his 
Maſter took kim to himſelf, crowned him with Life and Immortality, and inſtead oi 

d Labour here, called him to that joyful work of finging forth Praiſes and Hallelujah: 


his Work to his Wages. That's a bleſſed thing for a Miniſter 


to his God and Father. 


Luod ſi digns tud minus eff mea na laude, 
At woluiſe ſat eſÞ—-—————— "” Lucan. 


Let ts alſo hear what My. Sitneon Aſh, and Mr. Edmund Calamy have left = 
Z upon Record concerning Mr. Vines. 


_ JT hath been (ſay they) no ſmall Grief unto us, that ſo many Faithful, Fruicful, Octho- 
dox Miniſters, eminent both for Learning and Piety, have been of late removed from 
us, now in the time when. we have moſt need of their Counſel, Preaching, and Prayers, 

for our preſent healing, and the preventing of our future feared dangers. 

— Oh! How fada light is it to behold our Pilots, our Steerſmen, lying dead upon the 
Deck, when the Winds riſe, the Seas ſwell, the Clouds blacken, and the Heavens lowre, 
preſaging approaching Storms? How awakening a Providence is this, to have our Quar- 
rers beaten up, and at the ſame time ro ſee oyr Captain, and Standard-Bearers laid lifeleſs 
in the Duſt? We cannot without Sorrow remember the Death of many of our Worthies, 
whoſe {ignal Charaters of deſerved Commendations have already been made publick for 
the uſe of ſucceeding Ages: And this our late blow received in the removal of famous 
Mr. Vimes, doth cauſe our former Wounds to bleed afreſh. 

_— Mr. Vines his natural Acumen, with acquired Abilities were extraordinary. He 
was a ſmart Diſputant, as it was ed in many places with admiration ; Not only in 
the Aſſembly of Divines _ Difſenting Brethren, bur likewiſe at the Conferences at Ux- 

in the Iſle o Wight about the Tus divinum of Prelacy, where ſome of his 
es were very ſenſible of his —_ 

— He was a well ſtudied Orthodox Divine, his Miniſtry was folid, pithy, nervous, quick, 
and ſearching, as his moſt judicious Auditors, both in Warwickſhire, Cambridge, ani Lon- 
don, will ackgowledg. His Sermon preached at the Funeral of the Earl of Eſſex, doth 
prove him to have been an excellent Rhetorician, and an eloquent Orator. The Sermons 
which he preached before both Houſes of Parliament, do not only diſcover his high parts, 
but do rell the World, that he was neither a Flatterer, nor a Time-ſerver. 

— As he had a clear Head, and could dive. deep into a knotty Controverfie, ſo he had 

(Lather-like) an undaunted Spirit, and wasnot afraid of Men, but could and would ſpeak 

his Mind in any Company, with. brave Mettal, and high Magnanimity. The great deſign 

of his Miniſtry (efpecally cowards his latter end), was.to drive Man out of himſelf, and to 
draw him unto Chriſt ; to diſcover the cheats of Mans deceitful Heart, and to throw down 
all ſandy Foundations of Hope of Heaven, to.encourage an humble dependance upon the 

Lord Jeſus Chrift ; as alſo to quicken inſide Holineſs with the Power of Godlineſs in a 

— And (that which was the Crown of all other his. Excellencies) he was a man of a right, 
gracious , and tender Spirit ,' whereof this was an eyident Demonſtration, (to inſtance 
in no more) that he reſolved rather.to ſufter, by being turned out of the Maſterſhip of 
Pembrook-Hall in Cambridge, than to ſubſcribe the 7 wma againſt his Conſcience: 
Yea, he was (out of Knowledge) an hearty Presbyterian, notwithſtanding the manifold 
diſcou ts, which were hin hand, caſt upon that way of God, in thoſe wo- 
ful and declining times. | 

— — Now upon the Death of this worthy man, our much endeared Brother, our words cari- 
not ſufficiently expreſs the grief of our Hearts. And to move others to mourning for ſuch 
a loſs, (beſides ſundry other Arguments which we will not mention) we may truly apply 
ſome of the paſſages of David's Lamentation over Saul and Fonathgy, (2 Sam. 1.) Wee 
over Saul, who cloathed you with. Scarlet, with other —_— who rnaments of Gold 
upon your Apparel, . The Bow of Jonathan returned nos back : | 


bridge, 
learned 


How profitable pleaſant? How warm in Afflictions?: Hay deli guage? And 
how rich in Notioas was pretious Mir. Vines in his Minifery.? And with what 
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irrefiſtible 
ſtrength 
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h was he wont to ſhoot Arrows of ConviCtion into the Conſciences of his Audi- 
_ Bat alafs, alaſs! Now this Champion; This Prince of Preachers 1s laid filent in the 
Duſt (with many other of our Reverend deceaſed Brethren) never any more to awaken, to 
warm, to encourage, and to edihe our Souls by his Miniſterial Endeavours, 

He left only two Daughters behind him. 


Many Elegies were made for him: I ſhall only preſent ſome of them to you; 


Rithardus Vmes. 


Anagramma. 
Charns Dei ſinu. 


Una deeft Anagrammate litera, ſed tibinullu 
(O dilette Deo) deſideratur Apex. 


It's rrue our Anagram doth limp a little, 
That ſpeaks thy Bliſs z bur it wants not a title. 


Will. Spurſtow, D.D. 


Richardus Vmes. 


Arayea mu aus. 
Hic rarus widens. 1 Sam. 9. 9. 


Hic eſt ille Videns, quonon eſt rarior alter. 
Aſſertor Fidei; quo non nervotior alter. 

Mallens Hereſiumz quo non ſolertior alter. 
Preco Dei Verbi; quo non droinior alter. 

Nec Vite abſimilis voct; non [anttior alter. 
Huic plures, Deus alme, pares concede Videntes. 


» T.D. 


On his receiving the Lords-Supper, not many Hours 
before his Death. 


Trange Miracle! Elyja#'s bleſt Repaſt 
> In Forty days brought him to God at laſt ; 
But ſtranger this; our Vines to God does go 
In ſome few hours, and without Faſting too. 
And yet in me it ſhall no wonder move, 
A Raven did bring that, but this a Dove. 
Delicious Fare! He reliſh'd naught beſide ; 
But taſting of it, lik'd it not, and did. 
Yetſtay, Pme out; for know he is not dead, 
But after ſuch a Supper went to Bed. 


Peter Vinke, 'Th. B. 


Tpon the Death of ſo many Mi niſters of late, 


Till wedofinc! i|...\; Cloth wears out the firſt ; 

And Fruits (4: are the choiceſt keep the wort. 
Such Men, { many, and they dic { tat, 
They're precic!s (Death) OC :oake ſack waſte! 


of Mr. Richard Vines. 


Scarce have we dried our Eyes for loſs of one, | 
But in comes tidings that another's gone. 

Oh that I had my tormer Tears again, 

( All but thoſe tew laid our upon my Sin ) 

Had I an Helicon ine ither Eye, , 

I have occaſion now to Verſe them dry. 


Tryumph( Lycentious Age ) lifc up thy Song, 
Preshytery (ha'nt trouble you ere long; 
Thoſethat tormented you before your Day, 
Are now apace removing out o'th' way. 

Yea rather, tremble ( England ) ſtand agalt, 

To ſcethy glorious Lamps go out fo fait; 
When Death (like Sampſon ) thus laies hold upon 
The Pillers of the Church, the Buildings gon. 
When we do ſee ſo many Stars to fall, 

Surely it bodes the Worlds great Funeral. 

London, lodk to't, and think what Heaven is doing 
Thy Flames are coming, when thy Lots are going 
Well may we all fear God intenderth Wars, 

When he commands home his Ambaſſadors. 


That venerable Synod which of late 

Was made the Object of mens ſtorn and hate, 

( For want of Copes and Miters, not of Graces ) 

Are now calPd ( with Moſes ) and their Faces 

Where they return, ſhall ſhine; God ſees ir fir, 13 
Such an Aſſembly ſhould in Glory fir. * AL 
The Learned Twiſt went firſt, (it was his'right ) 
Then Holy Palmer, Burroughs, Love, Gouge, Whites 
Hill, Whitaker, _ Gataker, and Strong, 

Perne, Marſhall, Walker, all along, 

I have not nam'd them balf : Their only ſtrife, | 
Hath been ( of late } who ſhould firſt part withLite, * 
Thoſe few who yet ſurvive, ſick of this Age 
Long to have done their Parts, and leave the Stage» / 


Our Engliſh Luther Vines ( whoſe Death I weep) _.. 

Sloth away ( and ſaid nothing ) in a ſleep: "7 

Sweet ( like a Swan )he Preach't that Day he went, 

And for his Cordial, took a Sacrament : 

Had it but been ſuſpected -—- he would Die, 

His People, ſure had | t him\with their Crie, - © -* 

My blear-ey'd Muſe (*tisTears have made them o ) 

Muſt waſh his Marble too before ſhe Fo. | -... sf 

© Xt **at; $ 

pon the much Lamented Death of - the Reverend 

| Mr. Richard Vines. k 


And malt fach eaks as 1 by of behind? 
If rhus our en and nanders Die, | 
Whar can the Infantry do then but fly;i”_. 
Oh Divine Vmes!" TE us, why wouldft thou go, * © 
Unleſs rhou couldft have left thy Parts below E” 
If rhere's a Meterpſeyoboſis indeed, _ 
Tell us where we ATI thee at our need? ns 
Who hath thy Memory-? Thy Brain? Thy Heart F - 
Whom didft thou leave thy To ue (for every > 
Of thee can make a Man ( what if we find, , þ 
( AsVle not (wear, this Age wo'nt change her Mind) 


| A RT thou too ( Thou great, and Gallagt i) } 


= 
. 


Vw * I = 5» 


A Predicti- 


Olls 


Prelacy 


The Life and Death 


fon in Me 


Vines his 


Prelacy ( tho her _ _-_ ) _ ? 
Orl dency ( who to thrive, 
No ares ſuits Trump ) ſhould dare diſpute at length? 
Where haſt thou left thy Preſbyterian L 

With which thou got's the Game, 7th' Iſle of Wight, 
Where the King cri'd, that ----Vmes was in the right? 
When Eſſex di'd ( the Honour of our Nation ) 

Thoy gav'ſt him a new Life in thy Oration. 

Bur o_— Fairfax to his Fate ſhall yield, 

Whom haſt thou left --- to fetch from Nazſby Field, 

Th Immortal 'Turf, and dreſs it with a ſtory, 

That hall te his Name and Glory. 

Where's thy Rich Fancy ( Man ? ) To whom ( beneath ) 
Did'ſt thou thy lofty and high ſtrain bequeath ? 
Tell us for thine own fake, tor none but he 

That hath thy wit, can write thine Elegy. 

Till he be found, let this ſuffice, which I 
Leave on thy Stone, --q- Here lies the Mmiſtry. 


R. Wilde, Miniſter of Aynboe; 


Upon the Death of the Learned and Pious Mr.Rich.Yines. 


Eath that was wont the tender Graſs to mow, 
And crop with gentle Syth the Flowers that grow 
In Broidred Fields, now fells our ftouteſf Oaks, 
Tall Sedars, choiceſs Vines with fatal ſtroaks ; 
And to cor our miſery at one blow 
All theſe m one fierce Death did overthrow. 
For him in whom the ſtrength of Oaks did ref, 
Beauty of Cedars, and of Vines the beſt: 
By a fot, ſecret flroke ta0, ewvjous Death, 


Coe of 6p je rove rempved hath. 
Thus Vines cut and. "cauſe we for bus fall 
Cannot lament enough, our Children ſhall. 


Mat. Newcomen, 


To the Honourable Memory of Mr. Richard Vines. 


Been may mak'ſt ſuch haſte away ? 
iD _ thou not  - a delay 

give warning 0 a blow ; 
No private but a common overthrow ? ; 
As when the Fabrick of ſome ſtately Tower 
Comes near the Period of its fatal Hour 
Hear ſhrinks a Rafter, there a Pillar groans, | 
And all the Parts breath out their Farewell moans 
That fo ſome juſt, and ſeaſenable fear, 
iy the panned te the Fcke grape, 
And was it thine intent to verifie 
What we aphims 

'd loſe their Breath, 


Nor would they pray againſt a ſudden Death. 
Oh Ie tru nd, 
or with a moments ſtay w h di 

Was it becauſe thax.refteſs Helliſh Crew, 

Did with good Angels their Diſpute reuew 


of Mr. Richard Vines. 55 


"Bout Moſes Body ? And th' Arch-Angel choſe 
Thee for his Second to confound his Foes ? 
Or did thoſe bleſſed Spirits (who uſe to pry, 
And ſearch into the Goſpels Myſtery ) 
Come to a Riddle, and reſolve it t 
Toſend for thee to be their Oedipus ? 
IIS 
Mortals could to a Deity aſcend, S5- 
I ſhould expound thy ſudden change to Bliſs, 
A token of thine Aporbeofis. 
As Romulus, when to be Deifi*d, 
He muſt to Heaven in a Whirk-wind ride, 
Or was't becauſe had a more lingring Death 
Giv'n timely notice of thy paſſing th, | 
Such Rivers would have flown from Mortals Eyes, 
As might the World with a new Flood ſurpriſe. 
Or elif (like Niobe) fuch bad been our morn, 
Thar all Mankind had wept into a Stone. 
But now amazement did our Tears ſu | 
And made our ——_—_ bur danger leG. 
That Exgland had three Univerſities ; 
London was one : But now they'l their Tone: 
"Tis now too true, England hath leis by one: 
—— wulg's, whoſe monſtrous Rage 

wiſh that all the Levites of this Age 
Had but one Neck, that ſo one bloody Sword 
Might cut off all the Conduits of the Word ; 
Forbear, *tis done, and here doth bleeding lie 
As in « Map, all s Miniſtry, 


You broad of | = 2 me 
Deſtines all Libraries unto the Fire : 


Surceaſe barbarous , Within one 
When Lamberb-Sea of Books was to forſake 
Irs ancient Seat, and a new Channel take, 
Our Senate did efpouſe thoſe choice Remains 
o Sion-Hodſe, Cambridge forbad the Banes. 
was doubtful where that walking Library 
Would fix: Both places wete reſolv'd to try 
Their Titles; bur at laſt did thus agree 
ebay 4 oy ry with Vive: diſpenſe 
pon theſt tearms, they ſhould with Vi#e: di F 
And fend hith hither for « Recompence. b 
Yor php yr ornate og 
' Or i ma 'T it us, 
or che Shadow, th' Scbftance came to iu. 
Some blam'd the publick Body of the Naribn, by 
Becauſe they did not call a Comvotation ; 
They ſent tor Vines, and what need further coſt ? 


In him a whole Aſſembly was |&. 

Je could toe then be aid to England: ſhame 

It hath no Synod: : For ſuch was thy Fame, 
That inthy Head, asin a Common-Hall; 

The faw, they heard a Council Generel. 

Some ſay that Englands ma Miniſtry 

Is nothing but an Antichriſtian Fry ; | 
Then furethou waſt the Pope; for *'twas confeſt 
Thou badſt all Laws i'th* Cabinet df thy Breaft. 


The Life and Death 


But peace, my whining Muſe, and ſay no more, 
Of unknown worth conceal his hidden Store, 
Bury the reſt, leſt Mortals too much prize 

His ſacred Reliques, and Idolatrize. 

Leſt other Student; when his Parts they hear 
Grow negligent, and fink into deſpair. 
Do but name Vines, more needs not be expreſt, 
Tagus and Ganges will report the reſt. 

Each Eccho are mention of his name 

Will be a ſounding Trumpet of his Fame. 

Sure that at Uxbridge will ſpeak his Renown 
Ofrner than th' Feels at Pont-Charetoon, 


Mat. Pool. 


On the ſudden and unexpected Death of that famous and 
incomparable Preacher of the Goſpel, Mr. Rich.Vrnes. 


*M pleas d much more to ſee a Vine, though weak, 

I Laden with cluſters till its Branches break 

With weight of Grapes, than view a ſturdy Tree 

Barren, though ſtanding to Eternity. 

A Knife that cuts the Sheath Ile rather chuſe, 

Though *t wear apace, than that's not fit for uſe. 

A brave Man's gone; but this ſball be my ſtrife, 

Fuſt ſo to live, though ſo I end my Life. 

My Fancy runs too flat ;, for every Line 

Should yield a flawur of the ſprightly Vine. 

I would not drop a crabby Tear on's Hearſe ; 

Eager Devotion martyrs bim im Verſe. 

Tet farewel Mirth. Tuſt reaſon for complaint, 

When Vines are dead no wonder though we faint. 

Nothing but _ pen/roe Heads ſball dreſs ; 

The Vineyard is become a Wilderneſs. 

Sour Grapes, I know, there are im every Hedge ; 

But he who eats them ſets bis Teeth on Edge. 

Thy Grapes were ripe ( Pure Soul) ſo that the Preſi 

Was needleſs, fnce the ſreams of Happineſs 

Ran from thee freely, and thou didſt diſtil 

The bleſſed Diftates of thy Makers Will. 

For Souls mflam'd with Luſt, thy Art Drvine 

Aﬀorded Water, when they long'd for Wine : 

And where a Soul lay = with deſpair, 

_- Thy Wine prov/d Aqua Vite, cordial, rare : 

Muk unto Babes, ſtrong Meat to manly Stature, 

Thy Dottrine Sympathrz'd with every nature. 

Thus the Vine flouriſt'dtill a ſoveraign Fate 

In Paradiſe did it inoculate. | 


Sa. Jacomb, 


The Life and Den of Mr. Richard iid, who died 
: Anno Chriſti, 1648. 
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"I ai 7 "and Death —————R— 
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reconciled face in Chriſt Jelusto hich, = ro give him” that” Pexce "of Conſcience 
(ſo well grounded, and io clearly evidericed) that he never loſt it to his dying 


da 
ig, the Univerſi he went and lived fiſt-ia the nature of a Cha *_—_— in the 


Houſe of Sir Thontas Jernits ily be bark S who was Father of the preſent 
Earl of St. one Poms ;. wg one not only prayed, 
bur opened ſome - Poruon n of 


whole time of his abode 
there. | | 
Then with Sir —From thence he WA 0 
EdwardLewk- Edward Lewknor of Denh rn 
mr at Denham, and Virtuous, the late Lady wh rag he lived till hemarried Sarah, 
where he mar- the eldeſt Daughter © Mee "Yn alias Oldman was 
—_ of a aſſumed to the Family Donde on wg Eacher of the ſaid Timot 
Revercnd Di- being forced then to abſcond, and to change his Narme, being petſecured for the 
vine. Proteſtant Religion «1-5... © L555: 
He was offer-"Mr. Blackerby lived 4wa years with his Reverend Father-in-Law, Miniſter of 
ed the Living Denham, and from thence N to be r at Feltwell in Norfolk; where 
of Felrwell 1Þ \« continued withour Joltinitina time, but then by reaſon of 
Norfolk, ut |; Non-conformity; he v hired a Houle at After, a Vil- 
a Aſhen in lage in Eſex near pies TL hy 


ſears himſeif 
Eſſex. -——— Here, not being to rekrive any EecleffſticalPreſerment upon the account 
aforeſaid, he ing ape i the way of Boarding young men, and Educating 


of Youth, ſpending three and twenty years fn. chat imployment in part ; for du- 


ring the whole time; -he-. conſtantly kept LeQures in ſome Neighbouring 
Town, Preaching in-one place or other ; and for the laſt ren years of the 
forementioned:rime, he P: ltarcdly either atCafile Heningham, $ tolg by Clare, 
or Hunden in Suffolk, 


His general — In the way 6f his-life, lic ſeemed never 20 loſe one moment of time in idleneks, 
ID or non-improyement thereof z and herein is wrapt up eyen all the praftical wiſdom 
. of mortal man, viz. to improye time for immorraliry. He roſe early in the 


Morning Winter and Su and rugs the whole day in Reading, Meditation, 
Prayet, and "rouea compenent time es Handy in his  Srady in the 
Morning, he wor _—_ ily in which he w 
and wherein he had ks andy ry as > Antinly as the San roſe an 


pe 


ſer, he failed not Morning = EEE to ſome time in Reading and Ex- 


——_ None te Table ar bs go ce aw any 
— &h6t-mi ns po nee Cath by Be RE 9 bios 'whar be "* 
— had laid hft; continually arictuive. 


which Theans made ! 
cared He was a 
ad tnfirue His Schblars: 


in their Ge- 
n rnclr Ye 
neration, — An Tindeo ion 
bon and wndear 
of and Irrchi Cath relay heron tots;it Was — 
-—: chellaying vif ſonic of his Scholars, thac chey are ce lived it the — 
- yirtucof aDivineand holy SN © ever cc menwalkingonEarth - 
-- by vittve of a livitigSoul within. -Diyers young Students ( after they get —P 
— the Univerlity)-bet0ok thenaſelves to him to prepare hers for the Mini 


the Tongue,-to whom he 
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——He was a. man much i in \ Prayer much in Cloſer Prayer van Pray \ Much in 
much in folicary Prayer b himſelf; much in con Prayer (for he daily pray Prayer. 
with his Witealone) much in Family Pr Prayer ; daily with his own Famuly, _ 
almoſt daily with ſome other Fanuly ; very much in Faſting and Prayer ; tor 
which he took. all. occaſions that "Adey in any mcaſure to require it, 

-— The inſtrufting of his Family, and teaching youth, .rook him nor off ag his The 

blick Miniſtry : for though "_ could never have a Benefice, yer he uſually 1 cm 6 
Preached ſome Ledure, in ar rv my ,. as hath been told; and he Miniſtry 
alſo Preached DE he were (uſpended in one County, 
he would go and in another; for his Habitation was near to rwo or three 
ſeveral Counties ; he uſed much to Ride about from Family to Family (when poſ- 
{ibl ily 2 hecould be ſpared from. his Scholars) and only alight. and ſen with Ly 

give them ſome heavenly exhortation, and then away to another 
gon mn zhbourhood to his Houle _ bo could walk, he —_— 
equently viſit ncar In ts, eſpecially the Jor, painfully i 
them, nd teryently praying with them z and. would give them Catechiſms an 
Bibles, and money, it he had it, and rhey: had need of :i ofa by which his goin 
about and doing good, many backs and bellics prailed God in umoand more re Sou 
will to all Ecetrury. 

——His Preaching was not alogecher in the uſual manner, but much in ing the The manner 
Scripture, and making excellent, ſpiritual, ſborr irene. and brict and- cloſe * _ —_— 
l licaions. ro great il i in the : much Stud 

erſtand the Scripture, and'lived much in: Do ” all which he 
becarnf a ſing ular" ns Sa was bagnent y ſend? ro: him 
for heOpincn i in Scri _— difficulries. - He was a mighty; man in 
ſciences by the Sword of. the "Spirit,  atid-[in, healing therh by the Blood Jeſus 

— His Voice uſed not to be very loud, bur hisPr Was eccoppance with fach 
an Authority of the Divine preſence and power of 
ingly under the Yoke of by his Miniſtry ; 
{ame reaſons thereto) been conſtrained to acknowledge ro fame Neram 
(though far from boaſting) that he had reafon tobeliewe de hi 
a Spiritual Father to above two Thouland perſons. -Indet the Word-of God in — 
ages was ſo unmixt with any a clt, or by-reſpeQts, and came — 


— 


ppearance of any { 
ure, as it Were A— from the Holy Ghoſt, that 


He, nd ppl, and men on ame "cider Comrererae 
it was very quick a men er ertsto it, 
en LO Lats — __4 direQ rays of Di- 


ys 

vine Li be Confienc, 7] a ſpeed cfte&z When 
ohr lil f Art Neve the heart, 

ic may fall, many years, upon the outward Ear, i ee, Ee ukly choaked 


had done yer dared mn ro hear þ -_ n, ra gant 
was ſo much -of God in him and __ _ 
many Soulsthat would play wy 4 
ſons. Mulritndes of very pA _— did 
Preaclicd by him ; a particular inſtance 
ningham in Eſſex, where a _ or roy x = | 
their ſer times to dance, and frolick ir in | / 
vanities) were by h Pe Preaching th there, all ormoſt of ns converted, and became / 
a a omgnny of gracious Chriſtians, and uſed afterwards to joyn in Prayer, asbetorc 
—ome done 1n {in and folly. 
_ whoſe Conſciences Vokared would ſomerimes tle up againſt his Preach Gods — 
and violence ; but the Wrath of God did okter take Fs 
== Asin Hunden in $6 bh, whe tea Dont's Lunn yr 
with great ition z divers periots © iderable Eſtate in Own, jo 
cher, ond procured his 10n 3 bur all of them wete notoriouſly after 
Mk Tf # their outward Eſtates ; "ſome brought to , and all ors 
died miſerably : One of them the next Lords-day aftct his ocnſion, boaſting in — 
- the Church-yafd, T hat now they had got Blackerly out of the Pulpir z_ro which, — 
4 - 7 Womag | 


mY 


 ——. 


The Life and Death 


The eminen. — T Þe parricular aCts 


-— a Woman ſtanding by and hearing, replycd, Blackerby will Preach again in Hwur- 

= den Pulpit, when you are crying in Hell ; and that very day cight years that man 
— Was buricd, and e Lon dayatiey Mr. 'Blackerby had iberry to Preach again, and 
— Preached in Hwnden 


his great Religion; the little Picty of the next, and this 


cy of his Holi- —— have ſuffered many of them to flip our of their m and have — 


neſs, and-Hea- been m 
venly mind- 


wanting as to the copying of thetn our in their Lives and Converfati- 


edneſs 1n Ge- 
him (and ſome of of them ar er iy ) who did not d both Heart and — 
MG ——Lifc,ſo greatl ſo generally rai D ek an overhead he 


- of true Go Collins as cannot . - Few perſons have ever 
-- acquainted with Nay mms mts pan hr y meer man, that did exceed 


— him, th h others might oqual him in ome corporal ſer = {rem more 


ood 


—- ſince the Primitive times did excel him, -He (in good nn) 2a0f0) it 
gg with God, and to, his Glory, not as it is to be feared of wee mike 
"ſors, that they larisfie eb Ren m___ motions of their afteftions in ſome 
—_— of indigeſted EE Olines ſome fits of Pious Converſation, as if theſe 
-were the Life and Power of and 


_— heated in (ome Religion or Obedience, yer for the a: ye , 
— qonflancy. and'4 mn +0, ky Ky 6s =P 


all which are very good and deſireable ; — 


——but yer at beſt, rhey are bur ſome ſeeds rar bloſſoms of the Divine Nacure, which 


— is fuſt conceived by the H ; 2nd Ghoft in the Soul, in a real abſolute Conſecration of — 


the whole Man ro God ws in a diligent endeayour of peric& Conformity 


ons ; but there was yet never any gerion who had the CRP To converic _ 


— 


— 


”— 


— 


— 


to this Conlecration.- buſineſs of whoſe Heart and Life is nor in all things — 


ke Doe Cs Gly For who is the careful and faithful Head of-his 


— Church) ro livero God, is'yet no living Child of God, whar pr ics ſocver 
— there may be in him towards it. - It would make ones heart tremble to think what < 


— ing themſelves with pious ſentiments, as it they were the life of Godlinets, which 
— Cannot be bur in an abſolute Union with , and livi in the virtue of him, 
and fadhul Obedience no him, aecis lane dl, | = not withour infirmities 
—= Go OT pectarors, he was free from the 
allowance -of himſelf i in any ſinful inthe Wold and wh and without the viſible aftin 
allowance of ici ny fn ſo much as of an idle, or an angry wi 


(bur in reproving of that which he accounted fm) or } moxnent of time 
that he could redeem, or that he was ſenſible taken pend ; and this by 


the ſpace of mo oouy: Rr as by diligent inquiry, and acquaintance 
of many years, His deportment was always ſuch, as if at that 
mantes be taw G had Gods Laws. his own Covenant with God, andthe 


day of account juſt before his eye, ſo that whenever the Lord/ſhould come 
and call him, he otidever ire bom found ſo doing. To any emeannr, 
converſtr with him, theze alwa wrote in his face and demcanour 

ſenſe'of we Divine and meb a moſt pleaſing full hs 


y 
by Firſt, che imfinite due of God, ant 
ved Son br Daughter 'of fallen man can 


"Ep ;: 


| mai | 
ings.  Fhiedly, by the great complaints uſually made -of the Pignc of 'his 


Holineſs was joyned the depth of Hum! He 'has 
with his eldeft-Grand gecko ne of Homilay, He fu 


Rs diſcourſe) Oh | chou little thinkeſtwhar a vile heatr 


—Ihay how [am plagpo kh prod 3 Child (if rhou haſt acquainrance 
—awith paſt opens Bars none; would purific this filehy heart ; oh'! 


-4t God Pao 


meaſure to keep a'watch over it, 1 ſhould aro 


-_ 


— 


— 


— 


m_— 


—— 


___the ſhame of my face; which expreſſions didgreatly afteft thy hcart of this young — 


Qn, 


of Ms. Richard Blackey by. = 


perſon, to hees ene a moon Aer ag wp An ; aaa 8 fuch a rate 

of his heart ;_ ro O grave on , © never ulcd to {peak unbecoming- 
ly, lo talk to one bur a youth, and his Grand-child. 

—- And ſuch diſcourſes as ſteve Kojurts with bim to.ocher perſons, when a — 
fitting ſeaſon offered it (Elf. He { to have ſraall ſenſe of any ſelt-excellency, — 
chough Satan would fain have defiled him With it (bur he walked in conrinual ad” 
miracion of the voncinennigg of. Tree: racy unto him) from his Humiliry came 
on big (Rn and Dig Tie: ace ty 2) 0h; ren wh 

in ion an 
hes be A. A en as Pe Bien, he might keep clole to his 

—» And that which did hn mort ing ore all ochre, who Fon in theſe. later The impartie- 
days, was ihe molt impartial of his Obedience, joyned with the great- 
eſt and Candour 9-20 othery, W was the leaſt appearance of 
DET Br he eonlh the crates bn We: Chon of Eaglend, as the Fo 

om his ; not | £0-che as W 
required, tro make him capable of a Living, or ſeaue from the. puni ment of ſome 


Laws, yet wherein he thought ir his Duty, or becoming Re ro Conform, no 

Ee being wo fhamd the'greweh ach} part of che Common Prayer, he 
therefore no to the x | 
enki LonEda and Wecdipy wen Dive Save war 
arch, go with his Family to he v i | ve 

EI ag dah w any like him 


\ 
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62 The Life and Death- 
ic faſter. - When he has been in com and heard great perſons ſwear, or ſpeak — 
_ rophanel ; he would with a fad Cohmonnrce (leaving Fable: or departing the 
— Room) bake, and afterward privately addreſs the great Perſon with ſo much ſeri- 
— ouſnels and reſpe&t, rhar they would be much taken with his dealing with them, — 
—preatly thank him for his reproof, and the manner of it; and one told him, had you — 
— ſpoke to me arTable; I had ſtabb'd you, but now I heartily chank you. He would — 
— neither ſuffer fin in men unreptroved, nor provoke to fin by his rebuke. . 
$anRtification — He was very zealous forthe holy obſervation of the Lords-day. On Saturday at 
of the Lerds» four in the Afrernoon,he tonſtantly Preached in his Family, (to which divers Negh- 
ady- bouts would reſort) preparatory for the next day. Of all Mornings; he would riſe 
moſt early onthe Lords-day Mornings; and wherever he was, and had any power, 
would call upall the Family, bur ciperially his own, to Prayer and Reading. He 
uſually prayed fix times every Lords-day hots rſt, 2 ſoon as he had ot 
mom up EURADETG. ing ſome part of theScripture ro ther. Secondly, 
when he was going to the publick ation, he cartied his Family with him, 
and before they went ont of door, would pour out ſome Petitions for Gods afliſtance 
and bleffirig in the publick Worſhip of the day; Thirdly, when he terurned agai 
from Church in the Morning, he conſtantly prayct for a bleſſing on what they had 
hcard. Fourthly,he led chem our again in the Afternoon withPrayer. Fifthly; a while 
after they were returned in the A , the Sermons were repeated; the Family 
examined what they remembred ; whichthey concluded with Ptayet. Sixthly, after 
Supper, when the Famil wasready ri] nn hecommended rhem again roGod 
by Prayer. Bur this be obſerved, prayed oft, bur never (unleſs tipon an cx- 
rraordinary occaſion) very lang, neither Lordsdays nor Week-days, at home or 


abroad, in Family or t © bane > Annaywatitrg ghruemra 1 
_——_ but t iouſneſs of hisSpirit in the ance, brought a peculiar de- 
light with it to all that joyned with him,/and had any love to their God or Souls ; 
ſo that + —_ never burdenſomie; On the Lotds-day 
he was impatient ro hear any idle word, or ſet any idle aftion, nor could he endure 
any worldly word or at, but what was of Charity or N z butafrer Dinner he 
would call upon all on get mira endeur em _—— 
a Nap, as he himſelf lly did, leaſt they ſhould prophane Gods publick Worſhip, 
or ſhould-hazard the alyation' or edification of their immorral Souls, -by fleeping in 
en pogrgarien and therefore alſo he frequent! urycped againitgrene inners 
on the ords-day, as apt to make them heavy and dull on thoſe gl Ys, 

- nar In (wn t Divine praiſes, and cdification of mens precious Souls. Ar a 
_ Placecalled Linton in Cambridge-ſhire, there wasa Fair uſually kept on the Lords-day- 
— once a year; at which time he was once invited'to Preach, and he then fo plainly 
— convinced the Town of the greatneſs of the ſm,andevil of it, that they would never 
— more keep the Fair or! theLords-day.* Though he lived every day as finleſs, and as 
— heavenly as if it had beeia Sabbarh, yer he was very ſenſible, that our time is then 

much moreto be ſpent in ourward Rt Exerciſes, than on other days. 'The bu- 


liv 
ſine of his Life, was all the Wetk to Obey, Glerific, and have Communion with 
God ; bur onthe Lotds4lay, the obxRt of his ats wasall Religious ot Chatitable 


render —— He was much free from'the ſtone in the heart, a man of a moſt tender and cot- 
ame of $pi- trite Spirit. or f (greater than the moſt common) ſms or providetices, made deep 
umpretons on him ; if any ſuchſin were committed in a Neighbour Town, or any 

J ent fell ont in the. Vicinage, , of inthe Nation, he would be ſute to ger di- 
vers and Chriſtiatis rogerher, ane keep a day of Faſting and Prayer. In 
Nights of great Thurider and unuſual Tempeſt, e would call upall his Family to 
Prayer, and expound fome | or of rhe Scripture to them, to affetrheir hearts with 
| ncrentrar pr towards God. Any notable Sctipture, any eminent Proyideuce 

ceply nered his ——_— raiſed - Ar into aft. 

His readines} _—As his Life was cver id as in the Divine preſence, fo hisHeart and Tongue were 
for,and de-  eyer ready for Prayer ae eny holyDuy ; and he ſo en; yed God in every Religi- 
E—_ ous Exerciſe, that he would z — lay when he roſe up from Prayer, or 
—came from a Sermon, or any holy Conyerſe, or any Religious Exerciſe (<> lly 

— aday of Faſting and Prayet) that e muſt bleſs God for cyer for ſuch an Ordinance, 
__ and would not for maiiy worlds, but haye been in it ; frequent expreſſion ow 
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_ V — — — — — — 
him, andif an Hyperbole, the,only. ane that he ablerved to uſe;, bur this 
mand fraall,. and Heavens fa dear to him, - that We.mi roy Ca 
— to be'a truth ( in the vary Grammagcal ſenſe ) | bpoken from his 


* 


—When he awaked in oa, he, wa 


ar . Cyr in Medi | or Prayer ; His Nighe- 
he would. oft. ac Midnight, make Greek., Latin; or Englih Van cx ring che wakings. 
Praiſe of. God., hs A ; Adts of, Chat, G [2 
or the lake, and give cham in 20s ; cs Jo Gai, = of fils Spicit, 
of - gracious Communications, ky God _— Es, fe ae His Dreams, 
LET 
in the man, 


— He oft received immediate anſwers of Prayer, I heard 


te ar an eminent Diving Anſwers to 
— ORCE he knew Eighteen Perlegnors, taken 'away. rem fably upon by hl Prer 
—- Faſting LFCE, {cermed ved & 4 COV 4 -qx-4> 
- Beaſts of the Field His ; auch affetted. with ar - 
able Providence, which happer x "Was Waiting on him . oog — 
day , to viſit. one afflicted in ence 3 and their. way lying through a — 
— Field where was Bull 9 49 auch. mihict 4, which Braf 
_ ſeeing them xds the: z and bein 
— near them, | 


by 


FI, 
jd 


was 2s Pauls, fo crucified to the Wor 
us Fond | ty- l 
) 
he y oboe | the 


he was one that was molt 


diſcompoſed not his Mind ; i! 
eldeft 
dc 


—— Living nc Sn-Bivine Gomwnion ; Vi bad gat infighe' ta; 


Proghelies ,' and-thed 7 weas. deeply impeett on bis Mia 
CR He was Age : ty Laden _ = 


L 


"7 "The Tife and Death 


Pann ”  * MC SM 


- of Gods intent to convert the Nation of the Fews. Famous Mt. Rogers 
— Dedham, and Mr. Stephen 11, and divers others, much of thar 
— Opinion at firſt , bur-were ar 1 (by his Diſcoutſcs ) filly ; and re- 
e lived much in the forclight and de- 

the Church in the laſt Ages of the World, 


ſaid to ſome were , much troubled for ir , That that Army ſhould $9 


| . c 
Battle of Neſeby, char many fri Profeſſors of Religion ſhoald have rl 
for a little time z bur atds a; blacker time would come unto them than 


the ws on Profeſſors backs, and pur good things farther frotn 


| He uſd to ſay, God had two Steves for the Profeſſors in Ergland , one 
of a courſer make , and that he had uſed 3- but there would come a finer 
* one, Which all ſhould ſtand ready forz and this its doubred, is in 
degree to cothe. He uſed to fay , That it was very ſe 


youu be puniſhed by the French-, after whoſe Fancies 
| Whoring. And he rhuch believed would come in , 
Hot laſt ; for ir could not recover its ſtrength again in England ; which 


laſtpart of the Propheſic I pray God fulfil, 


Wk Hopes of _—. Hc expreſſed at his death , great hopes which he had ; that there would 
his INE ITT 20 Joke, ſtanding at the Jaft 
day at Chriſts Right Hand z and 1n all Charity, eyery one that haye known 
them , muſt believe, that all his own Children were Heirs of Eternal Life; 
and there are/ great hopes of all his Grand-children, ' divers of whom are 
eminent and graciovs perſons z -and ſome ( of his fourth Generation) of his 
great Grand chile appear already moſt. Conſciencious- and ſerious Chri- 


| things —There were ſome particulaiti ities in him that may ſeem” of leſſer moment ; 
woe gecaker bur of good remarque. He conld not endure to ſee any Bible lye contemp- 
in kim. pong >, fryer og ben þ bo Pm rg I IRnY cnly uſd, 
— or laid up.4-he S—_ there 6ught-a negative-Reverence to be given to 
— out-lides of ſuch ſacred Oracles. Te. p 


—— He was exceeding 'careful bo. have. notie of Gods Creatures loft ; he would 
always have a Fow! or two allowed to come. familiarly into his Eating 
Reom , to pick up the leſſer Crumbs that 'would: fall from the Table. - 


— — He was a great Enemy to yaih Faſhions and in. patticular , fo oyer long = 


— Hair ; and would oft intimate , _that excels of A ſhewed 
— of mind, and too great Cottfotmity to the Wor z and 
runner of much wrath from God ; had he lived: to fee 


what amazetnent of Soul 


preſent decay of Piew/, and the « imminent 
y lamented i.;Oh 
e lived to ſee the Profeſiors Garbes (in the beſt Congregations of Men ) un the 


— 
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—— His Converfation was ſo in Heayen, and the, Majeſty, of Jong did (lo ſhine The ave his: 


hi that that moſt famous Divine for Learning and. ] preſence caty 
Ez of hagoct not in a ex , lets another = ED 0h | Done 5 ric. jha 
— come into relence of withp 7 
on xml becaule of the Divine 5's Holines Holines which. | blogs: | 
4o hi 


—— The hcighth and conltaiy 
Et with a ſerled peace 


ed dead. A Summer glorious Noon-tide how the Sun to be up z 
__— bur how can they thar live tar from God, Te: the Smiles of his Face, or hear 
the Whiſpers of his Voice. 


This holy Man was indeed an inſtance fent by God into the World, to ſhew 4 
"7 what Lite, of Holincls and Peace, Chriſtians ma _ on Earth certainly arrive, if as, 
hearry fincerity, deep morrification, diligent watchfulneſs, love of Divine Com- 
*munion, and an humblc and attive Faith doth meer and concenter in the heart of 
any man. 


' 


—— When he was about the Agee of Fifty five years, his Son-in-Law Mr. Chrifopher He removes 
Burrell, was Preſented to the Rect ory of th ranting i in Swfok; Mr. Burrell had 9 Great Wrats 
Tived Tome years 352 Boarder with Mr. Blacker by now removes and *i'6 with tb | 
" continues a Boarder with him, and Ie yh — in 90 which time he 
continued Preaching the ge only occaſionally (except at Gafingtherp in ex, 
wee he maintained a conſtant Lefture ) until rowards the cloſe fe 


—— When Providence fo ordered, that he took upon him a Paſtoral charge over the He was choſet 
Congregation at grea cat Thurlow ; And here his Maſter found him (o dong, to 
very "bu ic in his Maſters Service; for as he was Preaching on one Lor 
was took with a great weaknels and fainti _ he was in the Pulpir 
being carried home, he continued very weak fix Weeks, bur kept his pic; 6 | 
days before he died, which was in the ſeventy ſeventh year of his Age. 


—— Hc had ſeven Children who lived ro be Men and Women (rwo Sons, and five wtf 
Daughters) his eldeſt Son was a gracious you ag man,. and lived metime 2 Smu- 
dent in Katherine-Hall in Cambridge, bur died of a Conſumption before he wokeny 
Degree. His other Son was alſo a very good Man, and an excellent Preacher 
the Goſpel, and died lately Miniſter of wanrtge in Sufok Hcl Daughter, 
and his third Daughcer, ene both marricd to two Divines, in whom Sanftiry 
Learning and Ingenuity, ſtrove for viftory ; the eldeſt was married ro Mr. Same? 
Fairchugh, the Sher ro Mr. Chriftopher Burrell atorefaid ; all his Daughters were alſo 
married to Pious perſons. - 


—— - And now all his Sons and Daughters, except one, and all his Sons-in<law, and Now a in 
Daughters-in-law, are gone _g ro Everlaſting Reſt; and it is moſt frring Hewve 
that the World ſhould know and remember, T hat there, was a Man that liy 
cars after his Converſion, 5 Los: "and walkin with God in the == 


molt tri oo antigen voluntary Ar commiſſion of any 

know - ug no, not ſo fiafully angry word; buthe . 
cuticing vanities 0 3 is World. 

His 


ſeemed wholly dead to all « rh 


—— 


avert, hb DcJormmene and Behaviour was 

> was A ws re eepert Gwe In roy ron obſervance of all his Preceprs, np 
fingand greet, | bis Face awing with a Maxſty, and ihining 
nance, con- bop Zhlt of Love im, FHck ich, who (to appearance) ip pent ory mo-. 
joined with 2 merit of -his rihe in his believed Diary, and in zealous =; oy $o0d » UWAYS rea- 
=_ _ dy for, and _ prin Communion with God in all his —_—_— and = 
Ag] —— | on Wil contrite ſenſe, of the narural corruption of his hear, 
. Whole on (wich moſt rratſcendent Chariry ro x7 men,” _ 

f Ns ves Erin p fin” in his Brother! ved) one thar peace of Conſcien 

Life.” - _ eforance of Peetnd? Life, invi mak forry x forey year rogerher ; one whoconvin 
| en (borh good andl bad) chat the power of God and Religion 
dwelt-affurcdly in him, 2nd continually HW Rim him; the Divine Spirit and Power, 
paring £2 ing and + adoring hy, ahd Soaring both himſcH, ard —_ that he . 
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The Life and Death of Mr. Ralph Robinſon ; who died 
Anno Chriſti, 1655. 


reds in Cheſhire, being a Peninſulg beyond Weſft-Chefter, of about Fourteen 
Miles in length, put pom S eh? _ 

re, He was born in Tune, Anno Chriffi 1614. 
— His Parents ſeeing his Ingenuity, and that from his Childhood he was diſpoſed to Learn- His Educr- 
ing, kept him at School till he was fitred for the Univerſity, and then ſent him to Cam- £193 and [o- 
bridge, where he was admitted into Katherine-Hall, and made ſo good improvement of his . 
time, with the helps which he — as that in a few Years he was furniſhed 
with good Abilities for the work of the Miniſtry. 
— In the beginaing of our troubles, Anno Chrifti 164.2. He left Cambridge, and came ta He comes 
London, where he exerciſed his Gifts in ſeveral Churches, and gained much reſpect among *2 London. 
the Miniſters, and-other Citizets, for the rich Gifts and Graces with which God had fur. 
niſhed him: And thus he continued till the Paſtoral charge of St. Mary Woolnoth in Lum- 
bard ftreet fell void, unto which being called, he accepted vf ir, and was there ordained ; 
Presbyter, with ſolemn ſeeking the Lord by Faſting and Prayer, and by Impoſition of ————w— 


yrer. 


ching ir ſelf between Wales and Lanc s- 


RG, was born at a Town called, Mefwall, in Wyrrall, which is one of the His Birrt, 
ſhire 


and his weekly ws any 4 wich continued half the Year; as alſo for his Monthly pre- 
jon Sermon before 


of holy Faſting and Prayer, for which work God had fitted = with Gifts more than or- p 
inary. willing to make one in ways of And Face. 
ſceking the Lord, according to the neceſſities of the times, 
— Yer his high parts, great Services, belides many ExpreifionFof Reſpe&t in the City, His Hymili- 
did not puff - up with Pride, but they were crowned with a meek and humble Spirit ; *Y- 
For who ever ſaw him proudly paſſionate, or contemptuouſly inſulting, either rowards his 
Equals or Inferious? His converſation was holy, and unreproveable, the ſtrength of Gods And unbla- 
Grace, ſecuring him all his Life long, from the leaſt raint of Scandal.  mablencſ 
— Ever ſince he ſet forwards in Heavens way, he was upon the Spur, and thence it was His zeal. 
that he diſpached hisJourney (6 ſoon. When others ſuppoſed that he had nor yer ſeen his Af- 
ter-noon, he had finiſbed his Dayi-work, and went to Reff. He was faddenly deans 


edly raken away. , =. | 
ay Set de, Thee weeks before hs Death he came from Iſlington (where he had a His Sick 
Country to London, with a full purpoſe to preach twice, and to adminiſter the Sa. nels. 
crament of the Lords-Supper the day in bis own Church; þut Friends and Phy- 

licians diſuaded him from it, diſcerning that he had ſome Feveriſh ny - rw. 
which himſelf was not ſenſible of. All the time of his ſickneſs he was inſenfible of any 
pain, and unapprehenſive of any Death-threatening Diſtemper ; or Diſcaſe upon him- 


— Yet being moved to make his }/il, his Anſwer was, I will do it with all readineſs, though 


I perceive not in my ſe danger of Death. And this he added, I pray you flatter me nor, n 
f ny Plaſolane appro danger, let ane know it z for ( I Maſs God ) the thoughts of Dear $2. nh nt 
are not dre to me. 


—A ſpecial Friend coming to vilit him, he gave him hearty Thanks for remembring him yy; 
an Du of Prayer ding farther, 1 have (1 thank Gog) loved Faſting and Prayer with 1 _ 
Ce” Friend asked on Em—— the preſent frame —bogs 

re 


/ 
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Heart, his Anſwer was;| Though I have not raviſhing Joys ; yet 1 enjey an uninterrupted and 
Hi: F.ith. ſatisfying _—_ Not queſtioning m the leaſt, mine. everlaſting Happineſs, through the Grace 
of God m Chriſt. : : - 
| = the 4 time alſo, when he had begged the Pardon of his Miniſterial failings, he 
profeſſed the comfort which he took, upon the Remembrance of his Uprigheneſs and faithe 
fulneſs, notwithſtanding his Weakneſſes and ImperteQtions. | | + 
—— Being moved to relieve his own Spirit by fitent and ſecret Ejaculations, becauſe (m re- 
gard of his weakneſs) it might prove very prejudicial unto him to have any Friend to pray 
with him; bis Anſwer was, There is no Irving without theſe Exerciſes. _ | 
Nis Death. ttpon his toffings and rurnings. upon his Bed, he was por in mind of the Reff in chip 
Boſorm : Oh! (ſaid he) rrue Reft can no where elſe be enjoyed: And thus quietly he ſlept 1 
the Lord, June 15. AnnoChrifti 1655. and about the one and forrierh year of his Ape. 


Upon the Death of that Eminent Servant cf God 
Mr. Ralph Robinſon. 


| hi long Exiſtence be Lifes meaſnre, the 
| Thy Life was fhors, thy years were four times tem: 
Eut if that Regular Aﬀtivity 
Ee Lifes Sarvey or, thy Nativity 
Compar'd with thy Departure makes a date 
Gen. F. 29. Of years that muttiply toNoah's rate. 
2 Pet. 2. 5. He was a man of Reit, yet did proclaim 
'F"= hs * Wer with the OldWortds Lu thou didf rhe ſame 
— What Coft, and Pains, and Flonts did be endure 
Building the Ark, a Remnant to ſecure ? 
His was s ſhaddow- to that Irving Frame 
Which thou waſt building to Eternal Fame. 
Two Worlds he ſaw of Sm and Miſery ; 
The ſecond World 1s pure Felicity. - 


Roger Frake, M. D, 


pon the Death of the much lamented Mr. Ralph Robinſon. 


Raalphe Robinſon. 
Anagram. 
New ſo able in Praer. 


Ho Prays well, Preaches, Lives well; to Pray, Live,Preach 
v Well, are Three Crowns of Gold to ſuch as Teath, 
Well didſt thou Preach, and. Live, but Prayedfi fo, Now 
So able was in Prayer as Robinſon. | 
The Three Crowns end in one, a Crown of Praiſe; . 

Thoſe are Earths work a while, this Heavens always. 


Fobn Sheffeild. 


Od: Gifts ave various: ſome for Learning Tall 

As Anakims, great Scholars, and that's all; 
No Preachers, Some 'm Preaching quick, deep, full, 
Lively, and piercing; in Prayer mY ron þ 
Some have the Key of Knowledpe, ſome the Keys 
Of Hearts, and Heaven too, with great 5kill and eaſe 
They open all : Theſe are Men, Men of God, 
Ax erſt Eliab, or Moſes with his Rod: 
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Such was our Robinſon, @ man of «kill 
Ta open Gods whole Counſel and bis VV ill, 

» He opened Hearts by Preaching, and. by Prayer 
He opened Heaven ; There gam'd be firſt Gods Ear, 
His Favour next, then Heart, His Preſence now : 
Glory from Grace, Grace doth from Prayer flow. 
Moſes grows faint, when Hur and Aaron fail'd 
Him on both hands, then Ameleck prevail'd. 
London grow: faint ſmce two Junes bave pul d down 
Two Praying Pillars, chief Jewels in ber Crown. 
Whittaker's gone, and Robinſon gone; How ? 
How are the Mighty falo, and we brought low / 


The one Elijah was, Eliſha tb" other, 

He a grave Father was, this a dear Brother ; 

Two * Maries V Vidows left, Barnsby the laſt "MaryMa g- 

Years June remembers, Woolnoth June now paſt. dalen Ber- 

But Barnsby bath a Whittaker again, — | 

Another Robinſon may Woolaoth 2ain. ins 
| bard-ſtreer. 


Sic flevit & precatur F. S. 


Upon the mach to be lamented Death " & 
Mr. Ralph Robinton. 


| Þ* pitchy Night when frightful flames break out, 
Unskilful janglers help to raiſe the Rout : 
Gods fiery Flame hath {lain a worthy Brother, 
Which makes me rudely chime an artleſs Rirhe with other: 
May we but thus you to your Engines raile, - 
Faith, Prayers, Tears, to querich theſe Fires, we have our Bayes. 


All 1:ael muſt lament Levit: 10. 
The fiery puniſhment, 
That dreadfully. did fright 
And fully, _—_— 
On thoſe Aaromites. 


Surely then London muſt, 
The cauſe is full as juſt, 
Much more bewail and weep, | 
Such VVatch-men falln ſo ſoon, (o faſt alleep: 
Which did your City keep, 
In theſe our dangerous Nights, 
Your Earthly Buildings fired rais'd you to Lamentation, 
Such Heavenly living Temples falln ſhould raiſe the Nation. 


To mourn in lofty Verſe, or ſtately ſtile, - * 
With high rapt Fancies, frain'd Hyperholits, 
Over the dead ; Grief running low the while,” 
In Soul is Vact a part in Elle: 
To wear the Cloth of Mournets, not the ſmart, 
. This is to mourn in Garb, more than in Heart: 
Which ſinful Mode in theſe our vainer Times, 


Is to bereckon'd *mongſt our many Crimes: - 


I ſhall then , Reader, now' theleſs, 

- My grief in outward words expreſs: 

Deep Rivers make no noiſe .\ 
+ Wreh drilling; murmuring voice ; 


Ms... -e ot. Deep 
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Deep mortal wounds bleed moſt wirkhin, 
Drown; kill the Hearr, nor break the tin. 
| WD thy Death our deadly laſt wound 
to th? World nd Sin, raiſes ven 


Teving det Settle 


But if Elzſha's double part be ſuch, 
Thas fs may graek; 

Yer he Eljab's name, 

And be then thus to thee afcrib'd, 


Here lies Elijah Robunfon, 
Who had Elijah's Spirit 
A man of Holy, Heo vent Five 
In Zeal Fr fervent Prayer 
So rapt ſy + Dn k Wa 


John Fuller, 
Radulphe Robinſon. 
Anagram. 
On, on, double Praers. , 


Ray much, gain much, but pray more and gain more: 
P7 On, on, — double ) you vfour Pre therefore. 
More Hands make lighter work; few Hands work fore: 
On, double, dowble on _ Proyers therefore, 

God calls, Church, State, your own wants call for ſtore , 
On, double on, enforce your Prayers the more. 

For double Projers I double Glory gain : 

Double your Prayers on Earth, and Heaven obtain. 


Fabn Sheffield. 


_— 


= 


The Life and Death of Mr. John Janeway, who. died 
Anno Chriſti, 165 7. 


Vis Birth ® T'Obs Faneway was born at Tylh, 'in the County 6f Hereford, O 
, 4 ty of Hertford, Oftober 2.7. Anno Chrifi 
—— Js 1633. of Religious Parents, who hegero only Flap of ck Conte, 2d 
the Symptomes of i more than ordinary, quickly appeared in him, infomuch 
as fone that fi bien fn bl —_— De Wed nee fiow long : : But 
others thought, that God had Gmthing more than Ordinary to do for, or by this be- 
ran And he ſoon made it to' — nan that neither of them were much miſtaken in 

r Judgments. 

— -— When he firſt ſer forward he ſoon outran his Superiours for age in Learning : And ſome 
that were no incompetent Judges, a, thought, _ ja pregnancy of Wit, folidity of Judg- 
ment, vaſtneſs of letelles Intelleftuals, and firmneſs of Memory, he had no Superiours, and few 

» conlidering his Age, and means of Educarion. 

His Educa- ...-He was firſt initiated in the Latine 'T' by his own Father , and then ſent for 

tion. ©” ſometime to St. Pauls School in Londov, the Inſpetion'and Fuition of famous and 

——— Mr. Langley , where he tade a.confiderable' Gin the Latine and Greek 

Languages and when be wasabout Eleven Years old, he too a great fancy to theStudy of 

Arthmetick, and of the Hebrew Tongue. - Abour 
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—- About this tine his Parents removing into a Village called Aſpoder, met with an oppor- He ftudies 
tithity of having this their Son to be farther inſtrudted by a 5 Neighbour,who ws © Mather 
leaſed to eſteem it a pleaſant Diverſion to read the Mathematicks to him, being now rh _ 
Fvetve years Old. And he made (6 rare a progreſs in theſe profound Studies, that he was - 
able to read Ougbtred —— before —_ Thirteen years Old. Mos Brodeck. 
Perſon o ity hearing of the admirable proficiency of this Y ſent for **' 
—Cl te Ep th in his Houle for eve tim vo read the idehennichs bo. 7 
hit: Ard that which tmade him the more ro be admired, was, that what he did, he did it 
with ſuck great Facility. He had alſo no ſmall skill in Muſick, and in other concomitants of 
the Mathematicks. 6 
— Anno Clriti 1646. he was,by that Learned Gentleman Mr. Freneir Row, Provoſt of | > San 
Eaton Colledge, choſen for one of the Foundation of that School, having been firſt exami* 
ned by the Provoſt and Poſers in the Hebrew Tongue, which was beyond preſident. There 
lie gave no unſuitable returns to thoſe high expectations which were conceived of him. 
— Aﬀera little continuance at Earon,he obtained leave of his Maſter to go to Oxford for the ,,. 
_— of his ſtudies in the Mathematicks, where he was owned by that great Schollar Wk ary 
« Ward, one of the Profeffors of thar Univerſity, under whom he ——_— a ſtrange 's 
exaQneſs in thoſe Studies, their being nothing in them within humane reach, which he 
would not compaſs. This Great and Learned Dr. gave him great encouragements and 
helps, and looked upon him as one of the Wonders of that Age, loved him dearly, and for 
ſome time after his Death, could ſcarce mention his Name without Tears. 
— — Havirig ſpent about aQuarter of a year with Dr.Ward,he was ſent for back to Eaton,where — 
he ſoon gave proof of his great _ ee of that ſhort time of his abſence, For he — 
made an Almanack, and therein Calculated the Eclipſes tor many years beforechand : So 
that, by this time he had many Eyes upon him as the Glory of that School: and that which 
put an Accent upon his Real worth, was, that in all this he did not diſcover the leaſtAﬀetta- ,, hh 
tion, or ſelf-conceitedne(s, neither did any diſcernable Pride appear in theſe Excellencies; So Mis Bumil:o 
that many others took more notice of his pregnant Parts than himſelf did. " 
— When he was about ſeventeen years old he was choſen into Kings-Colledge in Cambridge, He is cho- 
at which time the EleQtors did each of thetn even contend for thePatronage of this Scholar. ſen toKmgn 
— He'was choſen the Firſt for that year,and an elder Brother which he had for the ſixthPlace: Colledge. 
Bur he was very willing to charige places with his Elder Brother, ſuffering him to have the 
Firſt, and himſelf rhankfully to accept of the Sixth Place. 
Beſides his great Learning, he was endowed with'many other Ornaments of nature. His His Moral 
deportment candid and amiable: His demeanour courteous and obliging, and that even be. **"2e- 
- fore his apparent Converſion, ſo that many who had little kindneſs for Morality, and lefs -- 
— for Grace, yet could nor but ſpeak well of him. His great Prudence and Learning did e- - 
- ven command reſpe&t where they did-nat find it. He had very much power over his Paſons, 
and was in a great meaſure free from thoſe Vices which commonly attend fach an age and 
Place. K 
— Yet probably all this while he underſtood little of the neceſſity and worth of Chrif, and 
the pretiouſneſs of his own Soul. 'He had indeed ſtudied the Heavens, and knew the Moti- 
ons of the Sun, Moon, and Stars, but that was his Contemplation. He thought yet bur lit- 
'tleof God,who made all theſe rare Luminaries. 'He pricd bur little into che motions, and 
'turriings of his own deceitful Heart, | 
—— He did not as yet much buſie himſelf in the ſerious obſervation of the wandrings of his HisConvers 
Spirit. The Creature had not. yet led him to the Creator ; But he was ſtill roo ta be lion. 
taken up with meer ſpeculation. Yet God, who from all Eternity, had 'choſen him to be — 
eneof thoſe who ſhould ſhine as the Sur in the Firmameit for ever with himſelf in'Glory, — 
did ( when he was about eighteen years old )) ſhine in upon his Soul with power, convin- 
cing him, and letting him ſee what a poor thing it Was to know fo much of the Heavens, 
and yet never rocome there; _And that the greateſt knowledge in the World without Chriſt, 
was but an empty dry Bufinels. 
-— He now thoughtthat Mr. Robert Bolton had good reaſon for it when he ſaid, Givewe — 
the moſt Magnificent glorious Worldling that ever trod oy earthly mould, richly Crowned — 
with all the Ornaments and Excellencies of Nature, Art, Policy, and Preferments ; Or what — 
' Heart can wiſh befides : yet, without the Life of Grace to animate and ennoble them, . he "were — 
to the Eye of Heavenly Wiſdom, but ts a rotten rom ger cover with'Flowers: Mognified — 
: Guilded Rottenneſs;, And Golden Damnation. He now began to be of. Anaxggoras's 
ind, That his work on Earth-was toſtudy Heaven, and to get thither : 'And that-except, 
a man might be admitted to greater preferments then this World eari beſtow upon her Fa- ONS 
| vyourites, it were ſcarce worth the while to be born, | The ' d 
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The man-__The great and Divine work of Converſion was not carried on in his Soul after that 

ner and © Jreadful manner as it is upon ſore, who precedently have been very bad ( as in the caſe of 

een; Mr. Rob. Bolton ) or to whom God intends to communicate much, and to make great uſe of 

fon —(asinthe caſe of St. Paul) butthe Lord was pleaſed, by gentle Draughts' to difſolye the 
Stone, and (ectly to unlock his Heart by the exemplary Life, and Heavenly and powerful 
diſcourſe of a young Man in the Colledge, whoſe Heart God had inflamed with a Love to 
this pretious Soul, whereupon he took the firſt opportunity to ſer upon. this hopeful Plane, 
and God: Spirit did fo ſet home his wholſom inſtructions and counſel, with ſuch evidence 
and power, that they proved effcCtual for his awakening out of his Spiritual Lerbargy, 
"The rather, being accompanied with the profitable, and powerful Preaching of | thoſe two 
abc aud worthy Divines, Dr. Arrowſmith, and Dr, Hill, together with his reading ſeveral 
Parts oft Mc. Baxters Everlaſting Reſt. ; 

TEES, —- Now a ſtrange alteration might ealily be diſcerned in the Man: He now looked quite a- 
Nis ©0202” mother way to' what he had done formerly. He was now {o much raken up with things a- 
©”. bove the Moonand Stars, thar he had little leifure,and leſs pleaſure torhink of thoſe things, 

except it was as they pointed higher. He now began not to taſt ſo much ſweetneſs in thoſe 
kind of {ludies which formerly he rook ſo much pleaſure & delight in, He now beganto pity —— 

-—them who were curious in their enquiries after every thing ſave that which was moſt needful — 

— to be known,Chriſt and Themſelves: And that which ſometimes he eſteemed his Gain, he. now 

cute loſs for Chriſt ; Yea doubtleſs be eftcemed all rhings but as Dung and Droſs in com- 
pariſon of Chriſt : And dgſired to know nothing but Chriſt and bim Crue: ed, Not that he 
looked upon humane Learning as uſeleſs : Bur when hxed upon any, thing below Chrif,and 
not imjruved for Chrift, he then looked upon Wildom bur as Foll nd upon learning as 
magnels, and as that which would make one morelike unto the Devil ; and inore fit for his 
Service, and as uponthat which would pur a greater Accent upon their miſery in another 
World. 

His :Qiviry.. Now Mr. Janeway began to caſt about how he might belt improve what he did already 

for Chriſt. know, 2nd to turn all his Studies iato the right Channel : Grace did not rake.him off from, 
but made him more diligent and ſpiritual in,his Studies : And now Chriſt wasat the end and 
bottom of every thing O how did he plot and contrive how he might moſt expreſs his 

Love ard Thanktulnels to him who had brought him out of darkneſs imto bis marvellow 

Light, and tranſlated him into theKingdom of his dear Son! To this end he ſent up and down 

Packers of Divine Letters, in which he-did diſcourſe fo ſubſtantially and experimentally of 

the great things of God that it would not at all have unbecome a Gray-Head to have own- 

ed what he wrote. 

—— He was very like unto young Elihu, in whoſe words he uſed to excuſe his freedom with 
Perſons of Gravity whoſe Souls he did deeply commailerate. He ſaid, Days ſhould ſpeak, and 
multitude of years ſhould reach Wiſdom : But their is a Spirit in Man, and the Inſpiration of 
the Almighty gives them underſtanding : I am full of matter ;, The Spirit within me comvin- 
ceth me: Behold ! My Belly #s as Wine which hath no went ; It « ready to burſt as new Bottles: 
I will ſpeak that I may be refreſhed, &c. O then how ſweet was the Savour . of bis Graces! 
How could he not but ſpeak the things which he had ſeen and heard ? Ayd even invite all 
the World to taſt and ſee how good the Lord was, 

His Loveto — He began firſt with his near and dear Relations, wooing and begging of them ' td mid 

his Friends their pretious and immortal Souls, and ſpeedily to lay in Proviſions & a Death-Bed, and 

Sou. Eternity, O with what compaſſion did he plead the cauſe of Chrift with their Souls. 

— What Patbetical expreſſions did he uſe ? What vehement Expoſtulation: ? How frequent? 
How particular were his Applications unto them ? O, with what Gravity, and Majeſty 
would he fpeak of the Myſteries of the Goſpel ! 
— Read what his Language was ( when he was between eighteen and nineteen years old ) 
" a Lo to an Antient Miniſter, neerly related to him, who at that time walked _ very 
cavily. 
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Reverend Sir, 

ET Here are two things, the want of which I have had experience of in your Family, tho 
_ "wag not in every degree, yet in that intenſeneſs of Degree, wherem they cught to be ; which 
ther. Are, The real power of ,godlineſs and Religion : And then that which is the fruit 4 the former, 

— That chearfulneſs, delight, ſpiritual Joy, and ſerenity of. mind which is to be had jn Religi- 
| on and no where elſe : And that, not in Religion in its weakeſt Degrees, but in a real vigour, 
er, and life, and in a more cloſe, conſt any walking with God, from a tender ſenſe of the 
worth of Souls, eſpecially thoſe of your Family. And knowing the Duty which my Relation 10 
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it deth lay uyon me, and-baving confidence of their well accegance of it, I bave undertaken to 
open my Thoughts imto them. 
—in moſt Femilies in England, 1 fear, their « neither the farms. nor the power of Godlineſs ;, —— 
_ where there xs noftar of God: No regard of him, no atting under him, or im reftrence' to bim: — 
- Theſe are ( in mine opinitn ) twice Dead, nay not ſo much as baving the Dead Carkaſs of Re- 
—_ of pi they are; Lind O bow few are there that ſpend one compaiſionste 
Ti F 
or thon are whe ſome way or other, it may be from Tradition, from good Parents, It 
may be from knowing rhe ſaſbion of thoſe in their Rank ; It may be from the frequent inculcating 
of good Inſtruit ions from Chriftian Friends, or Godly Miniſters ; Or ſome ſirag/ing eruptions y 
Conſcience, have gotten the ourward Husk, and Shell of Religion, without any Kernel or ſolidi- 
ty at all. And this Generation doth uſually truſt ro this their Religion, that it will bring them th 
a place like a ſleeping Place in Heaven or keep them out of Hell, ;hough they live witheut God 
in the World. Theſe are poorGreatures too, making haſt to their own deſtruttion and know it not-; 
yea, thinking that they ave in a fair way for Heaven. 
- Q chat there were.yever a Family to which e are related, which gave too ſad cauſe of fear, 
that it were inſuch a caſe or wer ſuch @ caſe as 1his is. A 34 ſort of People there art) and but few. — 
o theſe neither )which have the reality of - 44 tes et in much weakneſs, coldneſs, faintneſs, — * 
mme[s,and intermiſſions;like Nilus's Brood, a baif mud ſtill; beg inning to bave ſome life in © 
their Head, a little im their Heart, but the Feet of their Affetions and Attions have little or. © 
no motion. And where ſhall we find a Chriſtian that is got hugher than this ? Tyaz that doth 
in good earneſt ſtrive to get higher: Now there are higher attainments 10 be reached. after, = 
Theres & having our Conver(ation in Heaven while we are wpon Earth : Neuber doth this cors = 
fiſt in ſome weak diſcomrſes about God, Heaven, and the things of Religion ;. If conſiſts not in — 
- meer praying twice a Day, and in keeping the Sabbath in a uſual manner in its order : it com» — 
fiſts mot m a few Thoughts of Religious ObjefI:,coming mto the Mind in a common way, and at — 
eaſily left as got. Bur true Religion-raiſes the Soul to longings, hungrings, and thirſtings, nog 
without ſome enjoyments. Religzon m poiver is to att for God with ſtrength, 41gduv, earneſtne(s, 
inten{ene(s, delight, cheorfilaifs, (renny and Calnmeſs of Mind. The Fruits of the Spirit are 
Foy m the Holy Ghoſt, and Peace. Fear, diſqutiet, and terrors are uſually the Intradittion to a 
better ſlate, bat they are not of the Eſſential of Religion : Tea, the contrary frame of. Spirit is 
t6 be ſt}roen for. | | þ _ 4 
——To ſpeak —_— plainly, and to tell you( Honoured Sir.) what fears and what jealonſies are, — 
with Reverence to your ſelf, and tender affettion to all your Family, I fear that you your ſelf are — \ 
jurjer lo tov many MA ponding” melancholly Thoughts i The Canſes whereof give Ine ltave with — 
ſubmiſſion to gueſs at : The firſt, I think, may be your refletting upon your entring apen the — 
Mmiſtry without that reverence, care, and holy zeal for God, Leve to Chriſt, and compaſſion to 
Souls, which us required of every one that undertakes that Holy Office. It may be there was ra- 
ther a reſpefs ro jour own living m the World, then of living” wnto God in the World :_ Be is —— 
ths ; Be it mot ſo bad, or be it warſe © The remedy is the ſame. Theſe have a wounding power im — 
them which will be felt to be grievous, when felt as they are in themeloves But / eimtunual ſor- 
row and ſad Thoughts do this wound open tos long, and are n+ available 3d the having of 
it cured. Wounds indeed wut be jof opened that they may be cleanſed ; They wft.be opened 
that thew filth may be diſcovered m reference to a purging and healing 3 But no- longer than 
rill-rhe Bak of Gilead is to be applied, that they may be bealed : dnd when Chriſt » made uſe 
of arigbr, be leaverh Foy and: Comfort ; yet a tonflant Humility of Spirit x no way inconſiſtent 
with this Peate of God. ) vat: | 
— A ſecond cauſe of your heatvimeſs midy be; a ſenſe of the ſtate of the People 2hich. God hath © 
committed to you : And indeed whocan but moura over People *n: ſueb a condition; Objetts of — 
pity they are, and the more, becauſe they pity not themſelves :_1 have often wreſtled with God — 
that ht would direlt you in what is your concerning them, which 1 perſuade my ſelf « 
your earneſt requeſt. Now after your ſerious examining yotr ſelf what your Conſcience doth con- 
clude to be your Duty, youdo it, and ſee you d0 it, you art they Y0refÞ apen God for. his effeftual 
working. Let not any think to be more mereifid then God; | For wherem be dot he gots beyond 
bis Bounds : And this s no more cauſe of heavineſs to you, thay the Oppoſition wineb/ the A- 
Poles found at any time, was ; who notwithſtanding rejoyeed m Tribwlations. | 
— 4s nhw eoafs of heavineſt may be what dvrviſrons are berween your ſelf, and ſome of your 
Relations. O that s Spirit of muekneſs and wiſdom might rewrove all cauſe of ſorrow for that, 
But were the power of Godilomeſs more im Hearts and Familiei; all. the carſes of ſuch trouble 
would ſoon bt removed + There would be leſs that would deferve. Reprehenfion, and rbere would 
be a fittednif1 of Spiria to giroe and beat Reproef : To give mu metkneſs and renderieſt, and id 
bear in Humility, Patience, and Thankfulneſs, Some 
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—— Some Cares and Thoug bts you may have concerning your Family when you are gone: But 
let Faith and fomer Experiences teach you to drive away all ſuch Thoughts. Tour conſtitution 
and ſolitrme(s may alſo be ſome cauſe of — But there is a Duty, which if it were 
exerciſed would diſpel all, which is Heavenly Meditation, and Contemplation of the things 
which true Chriſtian Religion tends to, If we did walk cloſely with God, but one hour in @ Day 
m this Duty, O what mfiuence would it bavz into the whole Day beſides, and if duly perfor- 
med, into the whole Life. This Duty with the uſefulneſs, manner, and direttion, &c. I knew in 
forme meaſure before, but had it more preſſed upon me by Mr. Baxters Saints Everlaſting Reſt, 
that can ſcarce be over-valued ; for which I bave cauſe fr ever to bleſs God : As for your dear 
Wife, I fear the cares and troubles = World rake off her mind too much from m8 1h 
God ſo cloſely as ſhe ought to do, and from that earneſt endeavour after bigber degrees of Grace. 
I commend God unto ber, and unto all, this excellent Duty of Meditation. *Tis a bitter ſweet 
Duty : Bitter wnto corrupt Nature, but ſweet to the regenerate part if performed aright. I in» 
treat br and your ſelf ? Tea, 1 charge it upon you with bumility and tenderneſs, that God have 
at leaſt half an hour allowed him ma Day for this Exerciſe. O this moſt precious Soul-raiſing, 
Soul-rawiſhing, Soul-perfefting Duty | Take this from your dear Friend as ſpoken with reve- 
rence, and real love and faitbfulneſs. My fear and jealouſly left I ſbould ſpeak in vain, maketh 
me [ay again, I, or God by me doth charge this upon you. 

— One more direttion let me give; That none # your Family ſatisfy themſelves in Family Pray- 
er : But let every one twice a Day ( if it may be poſſible ) draw near 10 God in ſecret Duty. 

— Here ſecret wants may be laid open: Here great Mercies may be begged with great. earneftneſs: 

— Here, what wandrings and coldneſs was in a Family Duty, may be repemed of and 
This #« the way to get ſeriouſneſs, reality, ſmcerith, and cheerfulneſs in Religion ; And thus the 
Foy of the Loyd may be your ſtrength. Let thoſe which know their Duty do it : If any think it 
nor a neceſſary Duty, let thee fear leſt t hey looſe the moſt excellent help for a Holy, Uſeful, Foy- 
fol Life, under the aſſiſtance of Gods Spirit, whilſt they negleR that which => think unnc- 
CeITFAary. 

= ſome of theſe direfions from ſincere afſetion ; ſome from mine own experience ; And all 
from a real and compaſſionate deſire of youx oy and Comfort. The Lord teach you in this, and 
in the reſt. I intreat younever to reſt labouring till you bave attained to true ſpiritual Foy and 
Peace in the Lord, the God of Peace give you his direfion, and the foretafts of his comforts in 
this Life, and perfeftion in Eternal Life, in the enjoying of infinite holineſs, purity, and excel- 
lency rwough Chriſt. Thus praying I reft. | | 


In another Letter to a Reverend Friend that had the care of many Children, he thus 
adviſeth. 
Sir, "Fo. 
Our Charge 1s great upon a Temporal account, but greater upon a Spiritual, many Souls be- 
ing commit £0 your Charge. Out of an earneſt deſire of the good of Souls, and your 
own Foy and Peace, 1 importunately requeſt that you would have a great care of Children, 
and be often dropping tm ſome wholſcome admonition ;, find this I bumbly, with ſubmiſſion to your 
Fudgment in it, commend to you ;, Not to admoniſh them alwayes altogether, but likewiſe pri 
45 aw by one, not letting the reft to know of # ; wherein you may pleaſe to preſs he 
their natural corruption, their neceſſity of Regeneration, the excellency of Chriſt, bow un - 
ſpeakably —_ & to ſee young ones ſet my out for Heaven. This way, I think, may do moſt 
good, having bad experience of it my [elf m ſome ſmall meaſure. God grant that all may work 
for the edifying of thoſe which are committed to you. parts cs Proteftion of him 
who hefbeeias, cola himſelf for us, &c. 


His love to When he was about T'wenty years old, he was made Fellow of the Colledge, which 
Souls. did not a little advance thoſe Proxts which he had in his Head, for the promoting of 
the intereſt of the Lord Jeſus _ ow how ſweetly would he inGouate into the young 
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ones, defiring to carry as many of them as poſſibly he could along with himſelf unto Hea- | 
ven. _- Many attempts he made upon ſome in the ſame Houſe, that he might ſeaſon them 
with Grace, and animate and encourage thoſe which were looking towards Heaven. And 
To bis Re- as for his own Relations, never was their a more compaſſionate and tender-hearted Bro- 
lafions. ther. How many Patherica! Letters did he ſend to them! And how did he follow them 
with Prayers and Tears, that they might prove ſucceſsful ! How frequently would he ad- 
dreſs himſelf to them in private ! And how ready to improve Providences, and viſits that 
he might ſet chem home upon —_— How excellently would he ſet forth the Beauty of 


Chriſt ! 
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Chriſt! How earneſtly would he perſwade them ro enquire into the ſtate of their — 

Souls ! How would he endeavour to bring them off from Sandy Foundations. and = 
reſting upon their own Righteouſneſs! In a word, He was ſcarce content to go to His fuccel- 
Heaven without them ; and through Mercy, he was very ſucceſsful among bis own © 6: 
Relations, and the whole Family ſoon favoured of his Spirit, Now were the Chil- 
dren put upon getting by Heart choice Scriptures, and Catechiſms, and engaged in 
ſecrer Prayer and Meditation. Father, Mother, Brethren, Siſters, Boarders werc 
the better for his excellent Example, and Holy Exbortations. 

—He wasa good Nurſe, if not a Spiricual Father to his Natural Father: And ſome 
of his Brerhren have cauſe to bleſs God for ever, that ever they ſaw his Face, and 
heard his Words, and obſerved his Converſation, which had fo much of lovelineſs and 
beauty in it, that it could not but commend Religion to any that took notice of ir. 

He could ſpeak in St. Paw!'s words: Brethren, My Hearts deſire and Prayer to God for 

you all, 15, that you may be faved. Read what his Heart was in theſe Words. 

__- Diſtance of place ( (aid he) cannot at all leſſen that Natural Bond whereby we are His Letter 
conjoyned in Blood, neither ought it to leſſen that of Love : Nay, where try: Love is, it his Bre- 
cannot. For Love towards youT can only ſay this, That I feel it better then I can expreſs panes 
it ; 4s it uſes to be with ail affettions, But Love felt and not expreſſed, # little worth, 

I therefore deſire to make my Love manifeſt in the b:ſt way I can. Let wu lo ok npon one 
another, not as Brethren only, but as Members of the ſam: Body whereof Chriſt is the 
Head. Happy Day will that be where in the Lord will diſcover that Union | Let ws 

therefore, Breath and Hunger aſter this, ſo that our cloſeſt Knot may meet in Ch ri. if — 
we are inChriſt, and Chriſt in us th:re we ſhall be ons with another. This 1 bnow, that 
1ou cannot complain ſor want of Inſtruttion : God hath not been ro us a dry Wilderneſs, or 
a barren Heath.Tow have had Line upon Line,and Precept upon Precepr, He hath planted 
you by the Rivers of Waters: It is indeed the Lord alone who mak:th fſruuſal,but yet we are 
not to ſtand ſtill and to do nothing.There is aCrown worth ſeeking for:Seek therefore and that 
earneſtly,O ſeek by continual Prayer ! Keep yourSouls in a praying frame ;This is a great and 
neceſſary Duty ; uay,an high and precious Privviledg. If thou canſt ſay nothiug,come and lay 
themſelves in an humble manner beſore the Lord. You may belicye me; For I have (through 
Mercyexperienced what 1 ſay:There 1s more ſweetneſs to be got in one glimps of God" s Love, 
then 11 all that theWorld can afford, O do but try | O taſte and ſee how good the Lord «. 

— Get into a corner and throw your ſelſ down before the Lord, and beg of God ta make you 
ſenſible of your loſs, undone ſtate by Nature, and of the excellency and neceſſity of Chriſt. 
Say, Lord give me a broken a Heart, ſoften, mel me : Any thing in the World ſo 1 may 
be but inabled to value Chriſt, and be perſwaded to accept of him as he is tendred in the 
Goſpel. O that I may be delivered from the wrath to come | O, 4 Bleſſing for me, 
even for me ; and reſolve not to be content till the Lord bath in ſome meajure ſatisfi:d you. 
O my Bowels yern towards you: My Heart works, O that you did but know with what 
affettions I now write to you, and what Prayers and Tears have been mingled with theſe 
Lines The Lord ſet theſe things home, and give you true Heart to apply them to your 
ſelf ! The Lord bleſs all means that you do enjoy, for his Bleſſing ts all in all, Give me 
leave to deal plainly, and to come yet a little cloſer to you : For I love your Sonls ſo well, 
that I cannot bear the Thoughts of the loſs of them. Know this that there is ſuch a thing 
as the New Birth, and except a Manbe Born again, he cannot enter. into the K mgdom — 
of Heaven: God's favour iF not to be recovered without it. This New Birth hath it's —— 
Foundation laid in a ſenſe of ſin, and in a godly Sorrow for it, and an Heart ſer —— 
againſt it : Without this there can be no Salvation, 

— Look well about you, and ſee into your ſelves ; and you will ſee that you are in Hells ——— 
Month without this firjt ſtep, and nothing but free Grace, and pure Mercy, s between you 
and the ſtate of the Devils, The Lord deliver us from a ſecure careleſs H:-art, Hear 
you ſee a natural Mans condition? How dare you then lye down in ſecurity. O look for 
your Soul's ſake | What ſball Iſay? What fhall I do for your poor Soul ? I ſay again, with- 
out Repentance there is noRemiſſionz and Repentance it ſelf may looſe its labour if it be not in 
the right manner, So then Prayers, and Tears, and Groans will not do without Chriſt. 

Moſt, when they are convinced of Sin, and are under fears of Hell, run to Duty, and © 

reform ſomethings, and thus the wound is healed, and by this Thouſandſall ſhort of Heas 
ven, For if we be not brought off ſrom our ſelves, and our Righteouſneſs as well as from 
our Sins, we are never like to be ſaved. We muſt ſee nnabſolnte need of a Chriſt, 'and 
give onr ſelves up to him,and count all but Dung and Droſs in compariſon of Cbriſt”s Rig hte- 


"gogs, Zoot therefore for Mercy only in Chriſt, For his ſake rely upon Goals Mercy, 
, I 1 
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_—— The tearms of the Goſpel are Regent and Believe : Gracious tearms ! - rey ao om, - 
Ney, therey for deſiring ; Nay, |for nothing but recerving. Do you deſire = x —_— 

know that you do , even : bis # the Gifr of God to Gefire : Hunger after ri . fy wr 
put you upon endeavours ; The work it ſet] is ſweet. Sea, Repentance, and m— it ſe - ath 
more ſwectn'[s #1 it then all the Worlds ( .omforts. Upon Repent ance and Believing comes / o- 
fication ; After this Santtification by th: Spirit dwelling m us. By this we cone on e the 
Children of God : To be made partakers of the Divme Nature: To lead new lroes : To have a 
{utablenets to God. Tis unworthy of a Chriſtian to bawe ſuch a narrow Spirit as not to att for 
Chriſt wich «ll 1he Heart, and Soul, and S:r; wth, and might. Be not aſhamed of Chriſt ; Be 


wot af-aid of the frowns and jeers of the Wicked. Be ſure to keep a Conſcience void of offence ; 
and viel by mo meansto any known Sin : Be much in Prayer, in ſecret Prayer, and in reading 


[, & ID7HTESS Ther 11 GYE laid up the glorious Mjſteries which are hid from many Eyes. My 


greats} dejire is, that God would work his own work m you: I deſire to ſee you, not as former- 
iy, bu: that the Lord would make me an inſtrument of your Souls good for which I greatly long. 
tr Pon. — Many {ich Letters ke wrote to his Brethren, and took all opportunities' of viliting 
ene © them, at which times he addrefled himſelf particularly to eachof them, that he might ſee 
whar became of his Letters, Prayers and Tears, and he was very watchful over them, 


-eprove and convince them of Sin, and as ready to encourage any beginnings of a 


M:: ren-0 ig ' :r one of his Brothers flept at Family Prayer, he preſently took oc- 
0 CH of cihon ro (hew him whar an high conterpt of God it was: What a little ſenſe ſuch an 
oe ; . 6 -30 wi . * F þ , . x % 
L ” one miſt needs have of his own Canger : What dreadful Hypocriſy : What a miracle of 
— , 6 


Paticnc: that ke was not awaked in Hell Flames. And when he had been a while pleading 
— With him «fte&tionately, it pleaſed the Lord ro ſtrike 1n with lome power, and to melt and 
(often his Brothers Heart, being about eleven years old, fo that it was to be hoped ihar hen 
T-- fic the Lord began fzvingly to work upon the Heart of the Child : For from thence torward 
Clh. a confulerable alteration might be diſcerned in him, wherewith he was not a liztle pleaſed ; 
and ſhortly after he took an opportunity to write to him, to mind him of what God had 
done tor his Soul : Begging of him nor to reſt ſatished till he knew what a thurow change 
and eff:Eiual calling meant. hope ( ſaid he ) that God hath a good work to do in you, for you, 
— and by you : Yea, I hope he hath already begun it. But O, take not up wh ſome beginnings, 
= faint deſires, lawy ſeekings. O remember your former Tears! One may weep a little for ſin, 
— and ya go to Hell for Sin. Many that are under ſome ſuch work, ſhake off the ſenſe of Sin, mur- 
— ther thur Convittions, and return again to folly | O take hecd! If any draw back, the Lord 

- will take no pleaſure in them : But I hope better things of you, &C. 
E Diii- on His Manner alſo was to obſerve how his Brethren behaved thernſelves after Duty : Whe- 
ECNCC gi CT ther they (ceracd preſently to run after the world greedi!y, as if Duty were a task,or whe- 
them ther there ſeemed to be an abiding impreſſion of God, and the things of God upon them. 
P34, CES How great his Love and compaſſion to Souls was, may appear by theſe expreſſions ufed 
roone of his Relations : Having ſhewed how infinitely below a Chriſtian it was, greedily 

to purſue the things wich will be but as Gravel in the Teeth, it we mind nor the rich 
Provition which is in ofr Fathers Houſe : O w-ar folly ( ſaid he ) & it to trifle in the things 
of Ggd ! But I hope better things of you. Did not hope, why ſhould I not mourn in ſecret for 
you,as one caſt out among the Dead ? O what ſhould I do for you, but pour out my Soul like Wa- 
ter | and give my God no reff till be ſhould graciouſly wiſit you with his Salvation : Till he caft 
| you down and raiſe you up*: Till be wound you and heal you again. 

——Thus partly with his Holy Example, partly with his Wiſe and warm Exhortations, joyn- 
ed with Prayers, Tears, and ſecret Groans, ſomewhat of the beauty of Religzou was to be 
ſeen in the Family where he lived. ' 

Nis delight He was mighty in Prayer, and his Soul was oft-times ſo tranſported in it, that he forgot 
mm Praycr- his own and others weakneſs. Indeed the acquaintance he had with God was fo ſweet, and 
his converſe with him ſo frequent, that when he was engaged in this Duty, he ſcarce knew 
how to leave that which was ſo delightful unto him. His conſtant courſe for ſome years was 
to pray at leaſt three times a Day in ſecret, ſometimes ſeven, and twice a Day in the Col- 
ledge or Family ; and he found the comfort of it beyond imagination, enjoyed wonderful 
- Communion with God in it, and raſted the pleaſantnefs of an Heavenly Life ; So that he 
—- could experimentally ſay, That the ways of Wiſdom were ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her 
Paths Peace. In his Prayers he wreſtled with God, and would ſcarce come off of his Knees 
without his Fathers Blefling, He converſed with God with an holy and humble familiarity 
as witha Friend, and upon all occaſions would run unto him for advice, and found won- 
derful ſucceſs, and oft inumediate returns to his Prayers, Take one inſtance for all, 


Ce? 


tu Sous, 


_ 
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_—— His Honoured Father, Mr. Wilkam Faneway, Miniſter of Kc/ſnall mn Hertfordſhire, being 
ſick, and under ſomewhat dark apprehenhicns as to theeftare of Þis Soul, he would often fry 
tro his Son Jubn: O Son ! This paſſmg mito Eternity is @ great thimp : This Dying 15 a (@l: = 
buſme(s, and encugh to make any ones Heart to ake, thet hath net his Parden fealed, and bis E- 
widences for Heaven clear. And truly ( Son Y I am under no ſmall fears as to my own eft ate 
for another World. O that God would clear his Love !O that I could ſay checyſully, I can dye, 
and be able upon goed grounds to lock Death in the F ace, and adventure uyen Eternity with wel! 
grounded Peace and Comfort ! 

_—. His Son made a futable Reply for the preſent; but ſeing his dear Father flill ro abide un- 
der deſpondencies (though all Chriſtians that knew h:m highly eſteemed him for his Up- \ 
rightneſs) he went apart and ſpent ſome time wreſtling with God for his Father, earnet!- 
ly begging of God, tbar he would fill him with Joy unſpeakable m believing, and that he — 
would ſpeedily give him ſome token for good, that he mighr joyfully and honourably leave — 
this World to go to a better. Being rien trom his Kuees he came down to his fick Father — 
asking him how he felt himſelf ? - His Father made no anſwer tor the preſent, but wept e::- — 
ceedingly, continuing for ſome con{iderable time in that Paſſion, fo that he was not able - 
to ſpeak : Bur after a while, having recovered himſelf, with unſpeakable Joy he burſt forth — 
into ſuch Expreſſions as theſe. - O Son ! Now it*is come! Now it is come! Now it is cone! — 
I bleſs God I can die: The Spirit of God hath witneſſed with my Spirit, that I an: bis Child, 
Now I can look up to God as my dear Father, and to Chriſt as my Redecrwer : I can now ſay, 
This is my Friend; This is my Beloved. My Heart is full, it is brim full, I can bold no more 

— know now what that Sintence means, The Peace of God which paſſeth Underſtanding. I 
know now what that White Stone is, wherem a new' Name 1s written, which none know but 
they which have it : And that fit of weeping which you ſaw me im, was a fit of eo powering 
Love and fey, ſo great, that I could not for my heart contain my ſelf, neither can 1 expreſs 
what plorious diſcoveries God bath made of himſelf unto me. And had that Joy been greater, 
I queſtion whether I could have born it, and whether it would not have ſeparated Soul and 
Body. Bleſs the Lord O my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs his holy Name, that bath 
pardoned all my Sins, and Sealed the Pardon. He bath healed my Wounds, and cauſed the 
Bones which he had broken to rejoice. O help me to bleſs the Lord! He hath put a new Song 
into my Mouth. O bleſs the Lord for his infinite goodneſs, and rich Mercy! O now I can Di ! 
It is nothing. I bleſs God I can die. I defire to be diſſclved and to be with Chriſt. 

— You may well think that his Sons Heart was not a little refreſhed to hear ſuch words, and 
to ſee ſuch a ſight, and to mect the Meſſenger that he had ſent to Heaven returned back a- 
gain ſo ſpeedily. He. counted himſelf a ſharer with his Father in this Mercy, and it was 
welcome upon a double account. 1. As it did fo wondertully fatisfy his Father. 2. Asic 
was ſo immediate and clear an Anſwer of his Prayers ; As if God from Heaven had faid 
unto him, thy Prayers and Tears for thy Father are heard: 'Thou like a Prince haſt prevail- 
did with God : "Thou haft got the Blefling thou begedlt. 

—= Hereupon young Mr. Faneway break forth into Praiſes, and even into an extaſy of Joy 
that God ſhould deal fo Fatherly and familiarly with him ; And Father and Son were (6 
full of Joy, light, love, and Praiſe, that there” was a little Heaven in the place, And the 
young Man thus exprefled himſelf : O Bleſſed and for ever bleſſed be God for bis infinite Grace! 
O who would not pray unto God, werily be is a«God that hearcth Prayers, and that our Souls 
know right well. And then he told his joytul Father how much he was affeted with his for- 
mer deſpondings, 'and what he had been praying for juſt before, with all the carneſtneſs he 
could for his Soul, and how the Lord had immediately anfwered him. SELL 

_— The Father preſently after, whilſt his Son ſtood by, fell into another Exr-4/y of Joy, ſeatable, 
which his weak Body was ready to {ink under: Sothat he could now ſay, Now ls thy Ser- 
vant depart m Peace, for mine Eyes have ſeen "7 Salvation. He could now walk in the Val.- 
ley of the Shadow of Death, and fear no evil. O how lovely is the fight of a ſmiling Feſws 
where one is dying ! How refreſhing is it, when Heart and Fleſh, and all are tailing, to have - 

God for the ſtrength of our Heart, and Portion for ever! After this his Reverend Father -- 
had a ſweet calm upon his Spirit to his laſt breath, having all his Graces greatly improved, — 
he ſhewed ſuch humility, lovero, and admiring of God, contempt of the World; ſuch — 
prizing of Chriſt; ſuch Patience as few Chriſtians attain unto : eſpecially his Fairh was — 
much ſtrengthened, by which, with extraordinary confidence he caſt his Widdow and Ele« 

ven Children upon the care of that God who had fed him with this Heavenly Mane in 

his Wilderneſs, ſtate and condition, 

—-— After the Death of his Father, this young Fohn did what he could to ſupply his room, 
exerciling the place of - an Husband, Son and Brother, ſo that he was no ſmall comfort to 
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his afflicted Mother, and ro all the reſt of his Relations that had any Senſe of God 
upon their Spirits, and to one of them, who had Joſt a Child, he thus addreſſed 


himſelf: 


Comfort  —— Daily Obſervation and every Mans Experience gives ſufficient Teſt imony to it, that 


upon the. 
Death of a 
Cuild. 


AfﬀiAions of what kind ſoever, by how much the ſeldomer they are, the more grievous 
they ſerm, We have along time ſailed in the Rivers of Bleſſings which God hath plentiful- 
ly powred out among #1: Now if we come where the Waves of Affiittion do but a little more 


- then ordinarily ariſe, we begin to have onr Souls almoſt carried down with fears and 


erieſs; yea, the natural Man, if not counter-poyrred by the Spiris of God, will be ready 
10 entertain murmuring, and repining Thorghts againſt God himſelf: whereas if all our 
Life had been a Pilgrimage, full of Sexg'ows and Affliftions ( as we deſerved ) and had 
but rarely cen intermingled with Cem-fort s, we ſhould have been more futed to bear Af- 
ſlitiions. Thin it ts naturaily ; But we onhr ro bounterwork againſt the Stream of Na- 
tere, by a new Principle wronght in uu, at « whatſ.ever Nature doth err in, Grace 3s to 
refifie, And they upon whom Grace is beſtowed, onght to ſet Grace on work, For where- 


Fj ' ” A 4 : , ? 
{ore 1s Grace beſt owed unleſs it ſhould att in us 


_1t hath pleaſcd the Lord to. make a breach in your Family z there where the K not is 


faſteſt tyed, when it 1s diſunited the change becomes greater, and the prief 1s the more 


' enturged: Se that herein yow who are moſt moved, are moſt to be excuſed and comforted : 


His uſeful- 
rels ro his 
Brcrkrcn. 


His Modes 


mility, 


ro Cam- 


bridge, and 
imploy- 
ment rthcre. 


The jirength of Mothers Aﬀettion, T believe, none but Mothers know ; and the greate#t 
Aﬀettions when they are d ſturbed, breed the great eſt Grief. But when Aﬀiittion comes up- 
on #, what will beour Duty ? Shall we then give our ſelves z;p to bei Carried away with 
the grieving Paſſion ? Shall we becanſe of one Aﬀe ion cauſe our Souls 10 walk in ſadneſs all 
otr Dayes, drive aw ay all the light of Comfort from our Eyts, by canſing our Souls 14 be 
ob ſcured under the ſhades of Melarchally? Shall we quarrel with our Makcr, ai:d cail 
the Wiſe, Righteous Jadg to-our Bar ? Doth he net puniſh ws deſs then we deſerve : Ts 
there not Mercy and Truth in atl his Diſpenſations ? Shall we by continual Sorrow add 
Afﬀtiftion to Affiiion, and ſo become our own Tormentor s, &c. And then (after much 
other good Cuunſely he concludes thus : Ler «- therefore have a care of ſo much as mo- 
wing, much more of entertaining aty unworthy Thoughts againſt God, But (it jis ſubmit 
willingly unto the Toak, which he us pleaſed to lay upon #4, leſt be break u with his terri- 
ble Tudgments,” And now it hath ſeemed good to God to lay this ſftroak pon you, 1 pray 
you rightly to improve it, and let this tryal prepare you for greater : And ſeeing the wn- 
zertainty of all Warldly things, endeavour with all your might to get your Heart above 
chem; And I beſeech the Lord who is the great Phyſician of Souls, and knows how to ap- 
ply a Salve to every Soar, to comfort you with his Spiritual Comforts ; that he world fa- 
vourably ſhine upon yor, and receive you into 4 nearer Uniou ana Communion with him- 
ſelf : Imo his Hands I commit you; with him I leay? you, praying that he would make 
up all in Himſelf. | | 

He was an excellent Example to his yonger Brethren, and his Prudent Inſtructi- 
ons, and Holy PraCtices did not a little influence them, He was a Wiſe Counſcller, 
and an Aſſiſtant that could not well be ſpared to his Elder Brother,who was not alittle 
ſenſible of chat Perſonal worth that was in him, whom he uſed to preffer before 
himſelf, as one whom he jodged, God had honoured with far greater Parts, Graces, 
and Experiences then himſelf: The younger alſo did as bumbly, and heartily reſpet 
and honour him as a ſerious Chriſtian, Miniſter, and his Elder Brother, who had 
abliged him with more then ordinary kindneſſes, 


anyones — When he was but young, he began to be taken notice of by Ancient Miniſters and 
, an pw" 


Chriftians, though his Modeſty was ſo great that his vaſt Parts were much ob- 
{cured thereby, and his great worth was ſo balaſted with Humility, that he made 
no great noiſe in the World, and moft were ignorant of his ſingular worth, A wiſe 
Man that was intimately acquainted with him, uſed to ſay of him, that he was like 
unto deep Waters that are moſt ſtill : A Man be was of hidden Excellency. There 
were few that knew how cloſe he walked with God, at what and a high rate he 
lived, and what a great Trade he drave for the Riches of another World, All which 
be laboured as much as might be to conceal. 


His return _—- His Father being dead, he returned unto Kings wap as and was ene of a private 


Society, who began to carry on ſome notable Projects tor God's Glory and the good 
of Souls, and to deſign how they might beſt improve their Gifts and Graces, ſo as 
they might be moſt ſerviceable unto God, and to their Generation. They uſed 
frequently to meet together, to Pray, to communicate their Studies and Experien- 


ces, 
— 


of Mr. John Janeway. 


ces, to handle ſome Divinity Queſtion in a Scholaſtick manner, thereby- to excccile 
thoſe Gifts which Gud had beſtowed upon them. Some indeed of this Company de- 
- generated from their firſt Principles, but others lived to demonſtrate unto the 
World, that what they did, proceeded from a Vital Seed ; amongſt whom this 
young Man was none of the leaſt ; who alſo had a Deſign upon ſome of the uniors, 
to engage them ( if poſſible) unto God before they were enſnared and corrupred by 
wicked Company, at their firſt coming to the Univerſity, But after a while moſt 
of bis Dear and intimate Companions were tranſplanted either into Gentlemens F.\- Mis Inc: 
milies, or into Livings, and he, being one of the youngeſt, was, ſor a while, left ***Y: 
alone in the Colledge : And he now wanting the diverſion of theſe delightful meer- 
ings, fell ſo cloſe to his Studies that he ſoon gave ſuch a deadly wourd to his Budily 
conftirution, as he could never throughly be cured of, or freed from. 
_— Having thus ſpent ſometime in his hard Studies, it fell our that Dr. Cox fenrt to the Rus rent.” « 
Proveſt of the Colledge ro commend to him a Man of worth that might live in his ©? -»& 
Family, and be a Tutor ro his Son. The Proveſt hereupon was pleaſed to commend 
and ſent to him Mr. o. Faveway, who was neither a diſgrace to him that ſent him, 
nor yet did he fruſtrate the expetation of him that entertained him. For bv his 
great diligence, profound Learning, and ſucceſs in his Undertaking, he much «bliged 
the Relations of his Pxp:il unto him. Bur here hislabour was fo great, ard his Body 
ſo weak, that he could not long bear up under ſo bezvy a burden ; infuomuch as be wes 
forced to crave leave of the Doctor to try whether the change of the Air might not jp; Wes; 
ſomewhat contribute to the reſtoring of his Bodily weakneſs which now begun fen- nets. 
ſibly to be in the wain, : 
—  - During his abode in that Family, his deportment was ſo ſweet and obliging, and his His ſucce!s 
Converſation {o ſpiritual and Heavenly, that it did not a Little indear his preſence and "Bc 
company unto them ; ſorthar, doubtleſs, ſome of that Family will carry a ſweet 
remembrance of him with them to their Graves ; and he often owned the goodneſs 
of God to him, in the benefit which he got by the Graces and Experiences of ſome 
Chriſtians in, and Relating to that Family, whoſe tender love ro him ke gratefully 
red when he lay on his Deatt-bed. | 
-—-faving left the DoCtors Houle he retired into the Countrey to his Mother and El- He retirc* 
deſt Brother, who uſed their urmoſt diligence and endeavours to recruit and repair £9 bis Mu- 
the decayes of Nature in him ; But hard Study, frequent and fervent Prayers, and ther. 
intenſe Mzditations had ſo wounded and ruinated his frail Tabernacle, and Earthly 
Cottage, that it could not be throvghly repaired again : yet, by God's Bleſſing up. 
on their endeavours, and uſe of means, it was ſupported and held up for ſome- 
time. 
Whilſt he was in this declining condition, wherein he could have little hopes of Comfort 2t 
Life, he was ſo far from fearing it, that he received the Sengence of Death in him- Dean. 
ſelf with great joy, and wrote to his nearett and deareſt Relations to prepare and diſ- 
poſe them to a willing ſubmiſſion, and ready compliance with rhe will of God, 
though they ſhould part with him for a while : And rhat he might wean their Af- 
fetions from him, he ſolemnly profeſſed, that as for bimſelf he was aſhamed to de- 
fire and pray for Life. For ( ſaid he ) #& there here any thing that is more deſiratle 
hen is the enjoyment of Chriſt? Can I expett any thing h:re below, comparable to that 
bleſſed Viſion | O that Crown | That Reſt that remains for the People of God! And (bleſ- 
ſed be God,) I can ſay, It is mine, I know that when this Tabernacle of Clay ſhall be 
diſſolved, that I hav: an Houſe not made with Hands ; aud I therefore groan, act to be un- 
cloathed, but to be cloathed upon with Chriſt, To me to Live if Criſt, and to Die is 
ain, Ican now' (through infinite Mercy) ſpeak inthe Language of the Apoſtle: 1 bave 
Jought the good Fight : Henceſorth there is laid up ſor me a Crown incorruptible which 
fades not away, 
— Perceiving one of his neareſt Relatious much troubled at the Thoughts of his 
Death,he charged him not to pray for his Life,unleſs ic were purely in reſpeCt.to the 
Glory of God:: 1 wiſh ( ſaid he } I beg you to keep your Mind in a ſubmiſs ſrame to th: 
Will of God concerning me. The Lord take jou uearcy to himſelfthat you may walk with 
him, to whom, if I go before I hope you will follow after, Yet atter this, it pleaſed God 
that he was finely recovered, and his Friends wese not without ſome hopes that he 
might recover ; and yet be eminently inſtrumental for God's Glory and the Churches 
good, 
Being in ſome good meaſure reſtored to Healih he again returned to his former = 
Ice 
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Qtice of engaging with all his might in the ſecrer,S great Duries of Religion : Beſides others, 


Mezdiration ,_c.. apart an hour every day for ſer, and folemn Meditation, which he found to be an ex- 
very good cellen! means to improve his Graces, and encreaſe his Comforts. His time for this Duty wes 
uſually in the evening, and his manner was to walk into the Fields if the weather would 
permit. Or if ror, then he would retire into the Church, or into ſome folitary room, where 

__— one of his Brothers once hid himſelf, that he might rake more exact notice of the inter- 


— courſe between God and him, bur oh ( faith he ) what a SpeCtacle did I there ſee ! A Man 
— — walking with God : Humb!y converling with his Maker, and maintaining an holy famili- 
in, —— arity with the Great Jehovah ! Methought I ſaw one talking with God : Methought [ 
_— ſaw a ſpiritual Merchant in an heavenly Exchange, driving a rich Trade for the Treaſures of 
another world, O whata !0r10U8 Gghr it was! Methinks I ſee him ſtill ; how gloriouſly 
- Gid his Face ſhine ! O with what a lovely countenance did he walk up and down, his lips 
going, his budy o{t reaching up, -as if he would have taken his Flight into Heaven ! His 
Jooks finiles, an! every motion were as if he had been upon the very conhnes of Glory, 
Surely be had Meat to cat which the world knew not of? Surely God,made him wel- 
cone when he brought him into his Bangqueting- Houſe. His Heart was ted wpon the inhnite 
"love ©f God in Chriſt to the poor loſt Sons, and Daughters of Adam. His words to a dear 
Friend ſhewed an extraordinary ſenſe of the freeneſfs, fulneſs, and duration of that Love: 
Ged ( ſaid he ) Lelds mine Eyes moſt upen his Goedneſs,his unmeaſurable Goodneſs, and upon the 
Promiſes which are moſt ſure and firm in Chriſt : His Love to us 15 preater, ſurer, fuller than 
ours to our {elves For when we loved our ſelves, ſo as to deſtroy our ſelves, be lovedusſo asto 
aT'e is. ' ; . 

; That he might engage others in more ardent affetions to God, he would put words 
—_ their mouths. Let zrs then ( ſaid he ) bebold him till our Hearts deſire, till our weryScul, 
are dragwn ait eftcr him ; Till we are brought to acquaintance, miimacy, and delight in bim! 
Say, O that he wor!d l;ve me; O that I might love him! O Bleſſed are they that know bim,and 
ere I:nown of him ! It 3s good for me to draw near to God: O that I was received into converſe 
ith him, that I might hear his voice; and: ſee bis Countenance ! For his woice is ſweet, and 
his Ceuntenance comely. A Day in his Courts is better than a Thouſand elſewhere, My Soul 
lengeth, yea, fainteth for the Courts of - the Lord : My Heart and my Fleſh cryeth cut for the 
living Ged : O that I might communicate my ſelf to God, and that be would give himſelf 
ze ! O that I might lowe him, and be ſick of Love ; That 1 might die in Love ! That I might 
looſe wy [elf in his Love, as a ſmall drop in the unfathomed depth of bis Love ! That I might 

dwell m bis Eternal Love ! | 
To a dear Friend that was under ſome fears as to his Spiritual Eſtate, he thus wrote : 
O ſtant! ti!! and wonder : Behold his Lowe and admire ! Now ( if never yet, conſider what 
thou canſt diſcover in this pretious Jeſus ! Canſt thou not ſee ſo much till thou canſt ſee no more, 
wot becauſe of its ſhortneſs, but becauſe of thy darkneſs ? Here 1s a Sea, fling thy ſelf into it, and 
thouſhalt be compaſſed with the beigth,& depth,& breadth& length of Love,&+ be filled with all 
the fulneſs of God. Is not this enough ? Wouldſt thou have more ? Fling away all beſides God : 
God is Portion encrph, and the unly proper Portion of the Soul. Haſt thou not taſted, haſt thou 
mot known that his' Love is better than Wine? Haſt thou not ſmelt the ſavour of bis pretious 
Ointments, for which the km love him? This, this is be who is altogether lovely. And 

while I write, my Heart dothſburn : My Soul is on fire : I am ſick of Love, &Cc. 
—— But now methinks I ſee you almoſt drowned in Tears, becauſe thou feeleſt not ſuch workings of 
Love towards God : <us ; on ſtill ; For Love hath Tears as well as Grief : And Tears of Love 
ſhall be kept m Gods Bottle as well as the other: Tea, they ſhall be as preticus Fewels, and an 
excellent Ornamert, Haſt thou felt ſuch meltings ff Lowing-Grief ? Know that they are no &- 
ther than the ſtreams of Chriſts Love flowing to thee, and through thee, and from thee to him 
again, And thus is Chriſt delighted In bebolding of his own Beauties in his $ pouſes Eye, &C. 
elis Femp- — Ye for all this, he had alſo his gloomy days, and his Sun was ſometimes over-clouded, 
acion. His ſweets were ſometimes imbittered with dreadful and horrid Temptations : Satan ſhot 
his envenomed Arrows at him ; But through the might of the Captain of his Salvation, he 
went more than a Conqueror out of the Field. He was with St. Paul many times lifted up 
into the 3d Heavens, and ſaw and heard things unutterable : Bur leſt he ſhould be exalted 
above meaſure, there was a Meflenger of Satan ſent to buffer bim. It would make a Chri- 
ſtians Heart ake to hear and read what ſtrange Temptations this*gracious Soul was exerci- 
ſed with. Buthe was well Armed for ſuch a conflict, having on the Shield of Faith where- 
by he quenched the fiery Darts of that wicked one : yet this ight made his very Body to 


ſweat through the Agonies of his Spirit : and cauſed him to ſend up ſtrong Cries with Tears 
for freſh ſupplies of Grace, 
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— "Theſe Temptations and conflicts with Satan Cid not a little help him afterwards in his 
dealing with one who was ſorely afflicted with 'Cemptitions of the like Nature : And be- 
cauſe it may be of ſingular uſeto others in the like caſe, fee what he wrote. 

— < Dear Friend, your Letters are bitter in the Mouth, but ſweet in the Belly. They con- 
« tain matter of Joy in a diſmal aſpect, They are good News brought by a Meſſenger in 
« Mourning. I had rather hear of that which is matter of ſubſtantial, real Joy, though 
« mixed with many ſighs, andinterrupted with many Groansand Sobs,then in that Lzugh 
{* ter, in the midſt of which the Heart 1s ſad, 

—£ You ſay that youare troubled with Blafphemous Thoughts: So then though they are — 
« Blaſphemous, yet they are your trouble; and thoughts they are too, and that neither — 

«© ſent for, nor welcom, and fo are not aflented toin your mind. VV hat then ſhall we think 

| « of them? If they were of your own ProduCtion, your Heart would be delighted in its 
«own iſſue : Bur you do nothing leſs. Sure then they are the /rjettions of that wick- 
© ed One, who is the Accuſer of the Brethren, ,and the Diſturber of the Peace of 
« of the People of God : Bur doth Satan uſe to imploy thoſe Weapons, bur againſt 
* thoſe that he is in ſome fear of looſing 2 He is not wont to zf[ault and fight againſt 
© his ſureſt Friends in this manner. Thoſe that he hath faſt in his own Poſſefſion, he 
« leads on as ſoftly and quietly as he can, fearing leſt ſuch diſturbance ſhould make 
* them to look about them, and ſo they ſhould awake, and ſee their danger : But as 
* for thoſe who have in ſome meaſure eſcaped his ſnares, he follows them hard with 
«all the diſcouragments he can, 

—D-Surely theſe things can be no other but a bitter reliſh of thoſe things, which you 
* know to be bitter after you taſted the Honey, and the Honey Comb: After you 
«* haye ſeen how good the Lord is, What then ſhall I call theſe Motions of your 
« Mind ? They are the Souls loathing the Morſels which Satan would have it 1 
« ſwallow down : Yea, they are the Souls ſtriving with Satan whilſt he would Raviſh 

' ©rhe Spouſe of feſws: And let the Enemies of all goodneſs know, that he ſhall e're 
«Jong pay dear for ſuch attempts. 

».[** But you will fay, If theſe horrible Thoughts be not your Sin, yet they are your 

* trouble and miſery, and you defire to be freed from them, and the moſt loyal and 
* loving Spouſe , had rather be delivered from theſe aflaults. Bur you will ask, 
« How ſhall I get freed from them? Av. Firſt, See that you poſſeſs your Soul in 
« Patience : And know this that God hath an over-ruling Hand in all this z and wair 

* upon him : For he can, and will bring forth good out of all this ſeeming evil. Ar 

«* preſent you are in the Dark, and ſee no Light: Yer truſt in the + Lord, and ftay 

* your ſelf upon your God : Can Chr: forget the purchaſe of his own Blood ? 
«The price of his Soul? Thoſe whom he hath fo intimately endeared to himſelf? Can 

« a Mother forget her ſucking Child? Yet God cannot forget his, God hath loving 

« gracious intents in all this, and his Bowels yearn toward his. Yea, our Saviour 

« ſuffers with us, through his ardent Love, by Sympathy, as well as he hath ſuffered 

&« for us. But for your being rid of theſe Thoughts, you know who hath all Power 
*« in his Hand ; who doth imploy this Power in a way of love toward his : This —* 
« Power is made yours through the Prayer of Faith : But for your own work do - 
©rhis: ; 

-A£ Firſt, Let not ſuch Thoughts have any time of abode in your Mind ; but turn 
* them all the loathing and abhorrency you can , But not with ſo much rrouble and 
« diſturbance of Mind as, (I believe) you do. For by this the Devil is pleaſed, and 
© he makes you your own Tormentor, 

—S* 21, Alwayes then divert your Thoughts to ſome good thing, and let thoſe very 
« ;xjettions be conſtantly the occaſion of your more Spiritual Meditation, Think the 
« quite contrary, or fall a Praying with earneſtneſs, znd the Devil will be a weary if 
« he find his Deſigns thus broken, and that thoſe Sparks of Hell which he ſtruck in- ; 
*to the Soul to kindle and inflame Corruption, do put warmth into Grace, and ſer 
« Faith and Prayer a working : When he perceives, that what he intended as Water 
* to cool your Love to God, proves like Oyl to make it flame the more vehemently, 

* he wiil be diſcouraged. Thus reſiſt him, and he will fly from you. 

—E 3h), Conſider that this is no New thing : For we are not in this, ignorant of Sa- 
* tan's Wiles, that if any Soul hath eſcaped out of his Chains of Darkneſs; -If he will 
© have Heaven, he ſhall have it with as much trouble as the Devil can lay on; and it 
© he ard his had their Wills, no good Man ſhould have one peaceable Hour. But 


« bleſſed be God for his everlaſting and unchangable Love to his, ſo that the Devil 
cans 
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« cannot pluck us out of thoſe Almighty Arms, - where with he doth embrace his dear 
© Children. 

/ _—£ Dear Heart: My Prayer for thee is,that God would give thee the peaceable Fruit 
« of Righreouſhes afrerall thy Affliftions:And that thou maiſt-come our of theſeTryals, 
* refined, and puritied,and more fit for thy Maſter's Uſe ; having this the end of all,to 
{© purge away thy Dreſs, and take away thy Sin, Thus hoping that at length, God 
« will turn thy Mourning into Joy, thy trouble into Triumph, and all thy Sorrows 
* into a ſure and ſtable Peace, I leave you with Him, and reſt 


Yours in our dear Lord, 
?. { aneway, \, | 


He much feared decayes in Grace and Apoſtacy : Yea, of flatneſs of Spirit ; either 
in himſelf or others. And if ke ſuſpe&ted any ſuch thing in his neareſt Relations, he 
would do a[l that poſſibly. be could to recover them out of theſe Snares of Satan, 
and to quicken them to more vigorous ſpiritual Acts of Religion, He laboured to 
maintain a conſtant tenderneſs upon his Heart, and to take notice-of the leaſt depar- 
ture of his Soul from God, or of Gods abſenting of himſelf from his Soul, He had 
a godly Jealouſie over his Brother , and defired by all means to carry on the work 
of Grace, which he had ſome hopes, was begun in bim. He laboured to build 
ſure, and to build up, that he might be rooted and grounded in the Faith, fteadfaft 
and unmoveable, always abounding in the work of. the Lord, Wherefore he followed 
him, not only with private warnings, and frequent Pather:ical Counſel and DireCtions, 
but with Letters alſo. One of them here follows. 

—<C*You live in a place where ſtri&t and cloſe walking with God, hath few or no Ex-' 
*amples ; and moſt are apt to be like their Company : And God's own Children are 
« to00 apt to forget their firſt Love. Our Hearts are apt to be careleſs and to neglet our 
« watch, We are ready to grow formal in Duty, and leſs Spiritual, and then ( it 
© may be) leſs frequent : And Conſcience is put off with ſome poor excuſe : And 
c« thus Religion withers, and one that ſeemed once a Zelct may come to be a Laods- 
« ceav; and ſome that looked once as though they were eminent Saints, may fall to 
*to Juſt nothing. It's roo.common, To have a Name to be alive, and yet to be dead, 
« Read this and tremble leſt it ſhould be your Caſe, When we are lazy and a fleep, 
« our Adverlary is awake.” When we are flothful and negligent, then he is diligent. 
«I conſider your Age ; Fknow where you dwell; I am not unacquainted with your 
« Temptations : Wherefore I cannot-but be affraid of you, leſt both by inward and 
* qutward Fire the Buſh be ſinged, though, if God be in it, it cannot be burnt, 

__ © Give me leave to be in ſome meaſure fearful of you, and Jealous over you, and 
*to mind you of what you know already. - Principles of Civility will be but as bro- 
*« ken Reed to ſtay our Souls upon, withour thoſe bigher Principles which are planted 
«*;n the Soul by the working of the Spirit of God : O remember what meltings you 
© have ſometimes had ? Remember how (olicitouſly you did ſometimes enquire zfter 
« Chriſt : How earneſtly you ſeemed to ask the way to Zion, with jour Face thither- 
*ward. O take heed of looſing thoſe impreſſions you once had ! Take not up with 
« a ſlight work !, True Converſation is a great thing, and another kird of thing then 
* the moſt take it to be. O therefore be nor ſatisfied with ſome Convittions; take them 
©* not ſor Converſion ; much leſs, with reſting in a Lifeleſs formal Profeſſion, 

* There isſuch a thing as being almoſt a Chriſtian : Nay,as drawing back to Perditi- 
* oy, and ſome that are not far from the Kingdom of Heaven may never come there. 

Beware leſt thou lofe the Reward. The Promiſe is made to him loldeth faſt, and 
holdeth out to the End, and overcometh, Labour to forget what. i« behind, and to preſs 
forwards towards what is before, He that is contented with juſt Grace enough te ger to — 

_* Heaven,and to eſcape Hell,and defires no more,may be ſure'that he hath none at all, — 

£ andis far from being made a partaker of the Divine Nature. Labour to khow what 
© it is to Converſe with God : Strive to do every thing as in his preſence :Defign him 
* in all, ACt as one that ſtands within ſighr of the Grave and Eternity. I fay again, do 
& what you do, as if you were ſore God ſtood by and looked on, and exattly recorded 
* every Thought, Word, and Action; and you may very well ſuppoſe that which can- 
not be otherwile. 

—— A Let us awake and fall to our work in good earneſt, Heaven and Hell are be- 
« fore us and Death behind us, -What do we mean to ſleep : -Dulneſs in God's Ser- 

© vice is very I and at the beſt will coſt us dear; and to be contented 
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« with ſuch a frame, is a certain Symptom of an Hypocrite._- O how will ſuch rrem- 
« ble when God ſhall call them to give an account of their Stewardſhip; and rell them 
« that they may be no longer Stewards ! Should they fall ſick, and the Devil, and Con- 
« ſcience fall upon them, what inconceivable perplexity would they then be in! 
« O live more upon the Inviſibles, and ler the Thoughts of their excellencies put 
«« Life into your Performances. You muſt be content to be Jaughed at for your 
« preciſeneſs and ſingularity. A Chriſtians walking is not with Men but with God : 
« And he hath great cauſe to fuſpect his Love ro God, who doth not delight more in 
« converſing with God : and being conformed to him, then in converſing with the 
« World, and being conformed unto it. 
___— © How can the Love of God dwell in that Man who liveth without God in the 
« World 2 Without both continual walking with him in his whole Converſation, and 
« thoſe more peculiar viſits of himin Prayer, Meditation, Spiritual Ejaculations, and 
« other Duties of Religion ; and rhe working of Faith, Love, Hely Deſires, Delight, 
« Toy, and Spiritual Sorrow in them. Think not that our walking with God cannot 
* conſiſt with Worldly Buſineſs: Yes, but Religion makes us Spiritual in common 
« Actions ; and there is not any Aftion in a Mans Life, in which a Man is not to la- 
«bour to make it a Religious ACt, by looking to the Rule in it, and Eyeing God's 
*« Glory; and thus he may be faid, To walk with God. To this we muſt endeavour 
« to riſe, and never be content til) weatrain it: And if this ſeem tedious ( as to de- 
« generate Nature, ir will ) we muſt know that we have ſo much of Enmiry againſt 
« God ſtill remaining, and are under depravation and Darkneſs, that we know not 
« qur true happineſs. Such a Soul is ſick, and hath loſt irs caſte which doth nor per- 
* ceive an incomparable ſweetneſs in walking with God, without whom all things 
© elſe under Heaven are Gall and Bitterneſs, and to be little valued by every true 
©« Chriſtian, &c. 
-———£ Reſt not in any condition in which your ſecurity is founded upon the ſure bottom, 
* the Lord eſns Chriſt, Labour to attain to this, To love God for himſelf, and to 
* have your Heart naturallized,” and ſuired to Spiritual things. O for a Heart to re- 
© joyce and work Righteouſneſs! O that we conld do the Will of God with more 
« aftivity, delight, and conftancy. If we did know more of God, we ſhould love 
*« him more ; and then God would fill reveal more of himſelfrous ; and then we 
* ſhould ſee more and more cauſe to love him, and wonder that we love him no 


© more. 


O this, this is our Hippineſs, to have a fuller ſight of God : To be wrap- 


« ped up and Hilled with the Love of Chriſt, O [&r my $oul for ever be thus imploid ! 
«Lord, Whom have I in Heaven but Thee, and there is none on Earth, that I can de- 
« fre in compariſon of Thee, 

By this we may perceive what ic was that ſwallowed up his Heart; and where 
his Delight, Treaſure, and Life was, His love to Chriſt and Souls made him very 
defirous to ſpend and be ſpent in the work of the Miniſtry ; and accordingly he com- 
plied with the firft clear Call ro Preach the Everlaſting Goſpel, and though now he 
was but about Two and twenty Years Old , ye: he came to that Work as one that 
underſtood what a kind of imployment Preaching was. He was a Workman that need- 
ed not to be aſbamed ; that was thoroughly ſurniſhed for evtry good Word and Work : One 
that was able to convince gain-ſayers : One in whom the [ord of God awelt richly. One 
full of the Spirit and Power : One that hared Sin'wirh a pertect hatred, atid loved 
Holineſs with all his Son), in whom Religion did ſhine farth in irs Beauty: On= 
that knew the terror of th: Lord, and knew how to beſeech Sinners in Chriſt's ſtead 
to be reconciled unto God ; One who was both a Son of Thunder, and a Son of Conſe- 
lation : So that it might be ſaid of him, as St. Pax! ſpake of Timothy, That be knew 
none like-minded that did naturally care for Souls, He was one in whom Learning and 
Holineſs did ftrive which ſhould excell others. 

- He never Preached pnblickly but twice, and then he came to it as though he had 

been aſed to that work Forty Years : He delivered the Word of God with that 

Power and Majefty ; with thar tendernels and compaſſion ; wirh that readineſs and 

freedom, that ic made his Hearers almoſt amazed, He was led into the Myſteries of 

the Goſpel, and ſpake nothing anto others but what was the Language of his Heart, 
and the Fruit of great Experience; and which ( one might calgy perceive Y). had no 
ſmall impreſſion firſt opon bis own Spirit. 


.— His two Sermons were upon Communion, aid intimate converſe with God : Oat of Hi; Texr. 


thar Text, ob 22. 21. Acquaint now thy ſelf with Lim, and be at Peace: Thereby 


Good ſhall come unto thee, A Subje@ that few were better able to manage ren hit- 
K 


felf 5 


His cn 


trance into 
the Mint- 


ty. 


© The Life and Death 


ſelf; 2nd ſcarce any could handle ſo feelingly as he : For he did for ſome conſidera- 
le time maintain ſuch an intimate familiarity with God, that he ſeemed to converſe 
with him, as one Friend converſes with another. This Text he made ſome entrance 
into whilſt he was on Earth; but the perſeCting his acquaintance with God was a work 

ANay ficter for another World. ; ; 
key -— He kept an exatt watch over his Thoughts, Words, and Actions, and reviewed all 
that paſſed, at leaſt once a Day in a folemm manner, He kept a Diary in which he 
wrote down every Evening, what the frame of his Spirit had been all that Day, 
eſpecially in every Duty : He took notice what in-comes he had : What profit he re- 
ceived ia his Spiritnal Traffique : Whar rerurns came from that far Countrey: What 
an{wers of Prayer : What deadnelſs and flatneſs of Spirit : And what Obfervable Pro- 
vidences didfpreſert themſelves, and the ſubttance of what he had been'doing : What 
wandrings of Thoughts:: What inordinate Paſſions, which though the World could 
rot take notice of, yet he could and did : This made him to retain a Grateful Re- 
mnembrarce of Gog's Mercies, and to live in a conſtant admiring, and adoring of 
Divine Goodneſs. This brought him intoa very intimate acquaintance with his own 
Heart : This kept him Humble,and fitted him for free communications from God: and 
made him more lively and ative : This made him toſpeak more aftectionately and ex- 
perimecntally to others of the things of God : Yea, this left a ſweet calm upon his 
Spirit, beczuſe that every Night he made his accouncs even, ſo that had his Sheer 
proved his Winding Sheet, it had been all one to him : For he could ſay, His Work 

S:rip-r. s Was done, ſo that Death could not ſurpriſe him at unawares, 

Scudi.s, He ſtydicd the Scriprpres much, and they were ſweerer to him then his Food, and 
ke bad 2n £xcellent dexterity in opening the mind of God in dark places. In the lat- 
rer j-+ic of bis Life he ſeemed to be wholly taken up with the Thoughts of Chriſt, 
{]cayen,cn1 Ererrity : And the nearer he came to his Journies end,the ſwifter was his 
Motion thi:uerward, and more the unmixed were his Deſigns for them : And he uſed 
vc}. £ perſwade others toa Univerſal, and free reſpect ro the Glory of God : in all 

Miniſters things, moking Religion their Buſineſs, and not to mind theſe great things by the by, 

Duty. __ He was much concerned abour Miniſters, that they, above all Men, ſhould rake 
hceg, that they carried not on poor and low Deſigns infiead of wholly Eyeing the 

— Incereſt of God, and Souls, He judged thar to take up Prezching as a Trade, was alto- 
— gether inconſiſtent with the Spirit of a true Goſpel Miniſter, He delired that they 
_ Which ſcemed to be devored ro the Miniſtry, would, firſt, heartily devote their 
Bunility. 27 ro God, and then bave a dear Love to Immortal Souls. He was very ready to 
debuſe bimſclf, and humbly to acknowledge what he found amiſs in himſelf : and Ia- 
| boured to amend himſelf and others. 
on tag _— He abounded in pitty and compaſſion to Souls, and yet was greatly grieved and 
aſhamed, that be did no more 'to expreſs his ſenſe of the worth of them, and 
that his Bowels did no more yearn over them, whom he had juſt cauſe to fear 
that they were in a Chriſileſs Condition, Though there were few of his Kindred, 
or Relations: Nay, of his Neighbours, and Acquaintance, but he made a particular 
Application to them, either by Letters or Conference; yet none were ſo forward to 
complain, and cry out of want of Love to Souls, and of unprofitableneſs to others in 
his Generation : That he was no fuller of compaſſion; and for that he made no bet- 
ter an improvement of all the Viſits which he made; in which (faid be) we ſhould 
not make carnal Pleaſure, and Recreation our End, but the imparting, and recei- 

Viſits ro be ving of ſome Spirirual Gifr, 

improves. __ He was not a little troubled at the barreneſs of Chriſtians in their Meetings, and 
Diſcourſes, not improving their Society for the quickning and warming of each 
others Heart, -The expence of preciovs time, for which an account muſt be made : 

—-The il] magagment of Viſits, and the impertinency of their talk, he oft refleted up- 
on with an Holy Indignation. It was a great Grief to his Soul to ſee what Prizes 
were ſometimes put into the Hands of Chriſtians, and how little «kill and wiil they 
had. to improve them for the building up one an other in their moſt Holy Faith : 
And that they who ſhould be encouraging one an other in the way to Zion, commu- 
cating of Experiences, and talking of their Countrey, and of the Glory of that King- 
dom of which the Saints are Heirs, could fatisfie themſelves with vain and empty 
Stuff, \- if C:rift, Reaven, and Erernity were not things of as great worth as any 
thing elſe, that uſually ſounds in the Ears, and comes from the Lips of Profeſſors, 

Divifons —— An other thing that he greatly bewailed was the want of Love among Chriſtians, 
bewaileg, #24 thier Diviſions: This coſt him many Tears, and Groans, and he did what he 
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Could to heal the Breaches by his Prudent and Chriſtian advice and Counſel, He ſaw — 
ſo much Pride, Peeviſhneſs, and ſuch Divifions among Profeilors , that it did nor a - 
lictle vex his Righteous Soul, and made him even long to be in a calmer Air, where — 
will be nothing bur Union, Joy, and Love. He could not endure to hear Chriſtians to — 
ſpeak reproachfully one of another, becauſe they were of different Judgments and -- 
Perſwaſions._- Where he ſaw moſt Holineſs, Humility and Love, there he let out 
bis Aﬀections moſt freely. He was of that Holy Man's Mind, who ſaid, That it is 
pitty that the very Name of Diviſion is not wholly Buried, and that the time may come 
when we ſhall pay dearly for our Unbrotherly, nay, Uncoriſtian Animoſuties, 

— In the latter part of his Life, he lived like'a Man that was quite a weary of the His Hea-- 
World, and that looked upon himſelſ as a Stranger hear, and thar lived in the conſtant =: «qa 
ſight ofa better World. He plainly declared himſelf ro be a Pi/griws that looked for a OE 
berrer Countrey , for a City that hath Foundations , whoſe Builder and Maker is 
God : His deportment , his 'Habir, his Language, all beſpake him a Man of another 
World, His Meditations were of intenſe, long, and frequent that they ripened him 
a'pace for Heaven, and ſomewhat with all weakned his Body. Few Chriſtians attain 
to ſuch a Holy Contempt of the World,zand to ſuch clear believing, Joyfull, Coff- tis Com- 
ſtant apprehenſions of the Tranſcedent Glories of the other World. minion 

——He made it his whole Buſineſs to keep up ſenſible Communion with God : and to With Goo, 
grow into an humble familiarity with him, and fo to maintain it: And if by reaſon 
of Company, or any other neceſſary Diviſions he was interrupted in his courſe, he 
would complain as one out of his Element, till his Spiric was recovered inty 4 more 
delighcfull, and free intercourſe with God again, He was never fo well ſatisfied as 
when he was more immediately engaged ia what brought him nearer unto God: and 
by this means he enjoyed thoſe Comforts more frequently, which »ther Chriſtians 
meet with more rarely. His Faith grew upto a {uf Aſſer2nc: ; His defires into a 
kind of enjoyment and delight. ' He was oft brought into che 8444zeting H-wſe, and 
there Chriſt s Banner over him was Love; and bt: ſat down under bis Sh:dow with 
great Delight, and bis Fruit was pleaſant unto his Tyſts, He had frequenr Viſions of 
Glory, and our fohn ( as that Beloved Diſciple) lay in his Matter's Boſom. His 
Lord oft called him up into rhe Afownt to him, an4 let him fe his excellent Glory, 

O the (weet foreraits thac he. had of thoſe Pleatures that are at rhe Right Hd of 594! 
How oft was he Feaſted with the Far things of God's Houſe, and with ine 04 the 

Lees well refined | This made him rejoycingly ro Kun rhe Race which was ſer b+(ore him 
whether of Doing or Suffering. He was even fick of Love, and could feelingly !-y re 

the Poor and Unexperienced World, O taſte and ſre that the Lord is good: And ts 
Chriſtians, Come and I will tell you what God hath done for my Soul ! bs... 

— He could rake off thoſe aſperfions which the Devil and Athieft caſt upon Godlineſs 
in the power of it : He could bring ſenſible Demonttretions to prove a Deity, ard 
the Reality and Excellency of [nviſfles, which ticic (gnorant Fools and Mid-men 
make the Subject of their Scorn ; He was one tha: w14!1 not chinge his Delights 
with the greateſt Senſualiſts living, and could vie Pleatu!ce ich all the Fou7a! Gal- 
lants in the World: For which of them can ſay in the midſt 4! heir Jollicy, This 15 
the Pleaſure that ſhall laſt for ever > Which of them can ſay in tu- md of their 
Cups and Whores, I can now look Dearth in the Face ; anJ this very Murr), I can 
be content ; yea, Glad to leave theſe Delights, as knowing chat I ſhal} enjoy berrer, 

This young Man, in the midit of all his Worldly Comtorcs lonzed for Death, and the jo 
Thoughts of the Day of Judgment made 2ll his enjoyments much the ſweeter. O 

how did he long for the coming of Chr;?! When ſome diſcourſed of that great and ter- "The Day of 
rible Day, he would ſmile, and humbly expreſs his delighr in the fore-coughts of it, Judgment 

— He ſaid, What if the Day of Judgment were, as it will certainly come ſhortly ? dcfiree. 
If I were ſure that the Day of Judgment were to begin within an Hour, [ ſhould be 
glad with all my Heart. If at this very inſtant I ſhould bear ſuch Thurdrings, and 
lee ſuch Lightnings as/ſrael did at Mount Sinai,l am p?rfawded my veryHearr would 
leap for Joy. But this I am confident of ( through infinite Mercy ) that even the 
Meditation of that Day hath even raviſhed my Soul, and the 3 houghts of the cer- 
tainty and nearne(3 of it, is more refreſhing unto me then the Comforrs of the whole 
World. Surely nothing can more revive my Spirits, rhen to behold the bleſſed 7e- 
ſus, the Joy, Life, and Beauty of my Soul. Would it not more rejoyce me then 
foſeph's Wagons did old Facob? I lately Dreamed that the Day of Judgment was 


come : M=thought that I -heard terrible Cracks of Thunder, and ſaw dreadful 
K 2 Light- . 
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Lighrnings : The Foundations of the Earth did ſhake, and the Heavens were rolled 
rogether as a Garment ; yea, all things viſible were in a Flanie. Methought 1 
ſaw the Graves opened, and the Earth, and the Sea giving up their dead : Methoughr 
I faw Millions of Angels, and eſ#s Chriſt coming in the Clouds. Methoughr I be. 
held the Ancient of Dayes fitting upon his Throne, and all other Thrones caſt down, 
Methovght I beheld him whoſe Garments were white as Snow, the Hair of his Head 
[ike pure Wool : His Throne was like the fiery Flame, and his Wheels as burning Fire : 
A fiery Stream iſſued and came from him : Thouſands of Thawſands miniſtred unto him, 
«ud Ten Thouſand times ten Thouſand ſtoed before him ;, and the fudgment was ſet, and 
the Books were opened. O! But with what an Extafie of Joy was 1 ſurprized ! Me- 
thovght ir was the moſt Heart-raifing, and Soul-ravithing fight that ever mine Eyes 
HsC.m. beheld ; and thereupon I cryed our, I have waited for thy Salvation, O God; and fo 
torus. I mounted up into the Air, to meer my Lord in the Clouds. - 

__._ He was in a comfortable condition for about Three Years before be died : Not bur 
that he had ſome Clouds ; but he uſually walked in a fweer, even, bumble, ſereniry 
of Spirit, and his refreſhing Joyes were more conſiderable chen his Deſpondings ; and 

Death de- Though he daily queſtioned many of his Attions, yer did he not queſtion his eſtate, 
fired. but had bis Heart fixed upon that Rock, that neither Winds nor Waves could ſhake, 
His Senſes were till ſo- Spiritually exerciſed, as that he could look upon Heaven as 
his Counrrey and Inheritance z to God as his Father; upon Chriſt as his Redeemer, 
And he counted it the higheſt At of Patience co be willing to live, and a great pirch 
of Self-denial ro be contented to be in this World, and co dwell on this fide a fall and 
HisSick- eternal enjoyment of that Holy One, whom his Sou} was fo much in Jove with : He 
ncis. bad vehement, and moſt earneſt defires to be diffolved, and to be with Chrift, 

———- Now the time drew on wherein his Longings ſhould be fatisftied, wherein his De. 
portment was ſuch, as thoſe Chriſtians which ſaw him, could not bur admire God in 
bim, and look upon bim as one of the moſt ſingular inſtances of rich Grace, and bleſs 
God that their Eyes ever ſaw,and their Ears ever heard him, He fell intoa deep Con- 
ſumption, which Meſſenger of God did not in the leaſt damp him. Spitting Blood 
was no gaſtly fight to one thar had his Eye fixed upon the Blood of 7eſus. Faint 
Sweats did nor daunt him who had alwayes ſuch revivingCordials at Hund. It was mat- 

He rejoiced Fer of Joy to him thar he had now ſumeHopes that his longing deſires ſhould be ſatisfied. 

ar Dcath ——Having been a while ſick, a ſudden dimneſs feized upon his Eyes : By and by his 

approach" Sight quite failed, and there was ſuch a palpable alceration in bim char he and others 

Wg. judged that theſe were Symproms of his approaching Death ; yer was he not in the 
leaſt ſurprized hereby, but rather rejoyced ro think what a Life he was going to: 
He looked upon Death as one of his Father's Servants, and his Friend who was ſent 
ro condutt him to his Saviour's Glorious Pallace. 

- — When be found his Body ready to faint, he called for his Mother, and faid, Dear 
Mother, I am Dying ; but I beſ 


eech you be not troubled : For I am ( throwgh Mercy) 
quite above the ſears of Death ; It is no great matter : I have nothing that troubles me 

but the apprehenſion of your Grief, I am going unto him whom I love above Life. 
| — Our of this fainting fit, the Lord was plcaſed a lirtle to revive him, having ſome 
His Pati» more work for him to.do, before he received his Wages. For though his outward 
_ Man Cecaied, yet his /nward Man was renewed Day by Day, His Graces were never 
more aCtive, nor his Experiences greater, For forgetting his pains and weakneſs he 
' was {0 ſwallowed up with the Contemplation of the Life to come, that he had ſcarce 
leiſure to think of his Sickneſs, For diverſe Weeks together be was never heard to © 
ſpeak the leaſt Word ſavoured of complaint, or wearineſs under the Hand of God, ex- 
cept his eager deſire to be with Chriſt be counted complaining, and his haſt ro be in 
Heaven be-called /mpatience, His Faith grew exceedingly, and his Love was an- 

ſwerable, and his Joyes were equal to both. 

— © the high and Divine expreſſions that dropped from his Mouth ! It was a very 
— Heaven upon Earth to hear a Man admiring God at ſuch a rate, His Soul for the 
Six -Jaſt Weeks was almoſt alwayes filled with thoſe 7oyes wnſpeakable and full of Glory, 
which the Apoſtle mentioneth- How oft would he cry our, O that / conld but lu 
you know what I now feel!" O that I conld foew you what I ſee! O that I conld expreſs 
the Thonſandth part of that ſweetneſs that now I find in Chrift | Tow would all then think 
it worth the while to make it your Buſineſs 10 be Keligiom., O my Dear Friends, you lurle 
thick what @ Chriſt is worth #pon a Death-bed! 1 would not jor a World ; nay; for 4 
Million of Worlds be now without a Chriſt, and a Pardov, I would not jor a World live any 
longer :The very Thought of a poſſibility to recover makes me to tremble, One 
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— - One that came to vir him, rold him, that it might pleaſe God to raiſe him up again,and 

- that he had ſeen many a weaker Man reſtored to Health, and that lived many a good year — 

—- after. And do you think (faid he) to pleaſe + : by ſuch diſcourſe as this ? No, F riend, you — 

- are much miſtaken in me, if you think that the Thoughts of Life and Health, and the 

- World, are plealmg wr» me. 'Fhe World hath quite loſt its Excellency in my Judgment. Contemprof 
- O how poor and contemptible a thing is it in all its Glory,compared with the Glory of thar the word, 
Invifible World which I now live in the fight of! And as tor Life, Chrift is my Life, 
Health and Strength, and I know that I ſhall have another kind of Life when | leave this. 
I tell you, it would more incomparably pleaſe me, if you ſhould fay ro me, You areno Man — | 
for this World : You cannot poſſibly hold out long: Before to morrow you will be in Eter- Death long- 
nity,_-I tell you, I do ſo long to be with Chrif, that 1 could be content to be cut in <4f9r- 
pieces, and to be put to the moſt exquifite Torments, ſo I might but Die, and be with —- 
Chriff, Oh how ſweet is Feſas ! Come Lord Feſws ; come quickly. Death, do thy worſt. — 
— Death hath loft its rerriblenefs, Death, ir is nothing : I ſay, Death is nothing ( through — 
Grace) rome. I can as eaſily Die as ſhut mine Eyes, or turtr my Head and lleep. Ilong — 
to be with Chriſt, ] long to Die. 

is Mother and Brethren ſtan by, he faid Dear Mother, I beſeech you as earneſtly as 

ever I deſired any thing of you in my life, that you would chearfully give me up to Chriſt : I 
beſeech you do not fr me now I am going to Reſt and Glory, I am afraid of yeur Prayers, 
kft they will pull one way, and mine anot her. | 
— Then turning to his Brethren, he thus ſpake unto them ; I charge you all, Do not pray for 
my life any more ; you do me wrong if you do. O the Glory! The un peakable Glory that I Joy une 
behold ' my Heart is full: my Heart is full, Chriſt ſmiles, and | cannot chu's but (mile : peakable. 
Car you find, in your Heart to ffop me who am now goin; to the compleat an1 eterna! Enjoyment 
of Chriſt ? Would you keep me from my Crown ? The Arms of my Bleſſed Saviour are open to 
embrace me : The Angels ſland ready to carry my Soul into bis Boſom. O! did you but [ee 
what T ſee, you would all cry our with me, How long { Dear Lord) Come Lord Feſus ; Come 
quickly. O why are his Chariot wheels ſo long a commy | p 
——A Reverend, Godly, and Judicious Miniſter came ofren to vifit him, diſcourſing of che 
Excellency of Chriſt, and the Glory of the Invilid'e World: Sir, (faid he) Ifeel ſomething of Tafts of 
it. My Heart is as full as it can bold in this Iywer State : I can bold ns more here. O that I Heavens 
could but let you know what 1 feel! As this Miniſter was praying with him, his Soul was ra- 
viſhed with the abundant incomes of Light, Life, and Love, fo that he could ſcarce bear 
it, nor the thoughts of ſtaying any longer in the World from it ; longing to be in tuch a 
condition wherein he ſhould yer have more Grace, and more Comfort, and be better able 
to bear that weight of Glory; ſome manifeſtations whereof dHtl even link his weak Body ; 
and had he not been ſuſtained by God's t Power, his very Joyes would have over» 
whelmed him. Whilft he was m theſe Exraſies of Joy and Love, he waz wont to cry out : --— 
—Who am I Lord, Who am I, that thou ſhouldeſt be mindful of me! Why me, Lord, Why Free Grace 
me And paſs by Thonſands to look uym ſuch a wretch as I! O what ſhall I ſay wnto thee, O admired. 
thou Preſerver of Men! O why me, Lovd, Why me! O bleſſed, and for ever bleſſed be Free _— 
Grace! How is it, Lord, that thou ſhouldeſt manifeſt thy [elf unto me, and not unto others? — 
Even [0 Father, becauſe it ſtems good in thine Eyes. Thow wilt have Mercy, becauſe rhou wilt 
have Mercy. And if +hou wilt look upon ſuch a poor Worm, who can hinder ? Who would not 
love thee ! O bleſſed Father! O how ſweet and gracious haſt thou been unto me ! O that he 
ſbould have me in bis Thoughts of Love, _ the Foundations of the World ! 
— And thus he went on admiring and adoring God in a moſt high and heavenly manner. 
He was wonderfully taken with God's goodneſs to him in ſending that Aged and Experien- 
ced Miniſter ro him, to help him in his laſt great work upon Earth, Who am I (faid he) 
that God ſhould ſend to me a Meſſenger, one of a Thouſand to aſſiſt me thus | Though he moſt- 

ly was in a Joytul, Triumphant frame of Spirit, yer ſometimes he had fome fmall intermiC. 

ons, in Which he would cry out, Hold out Faith and Patience: Tit a little while and your 

work is done. And when he found not his Heart wound up to the higheſt pitch of Thank- 

fulnef, Admiration and Love, he would with great ſorrow thus bemoan himſelf, 
-- And what's the matter now (O my Soul !) What, wilt chow; canſt thou 1bus umwortbily —— 
ſleight ths admirable and aſtoniſhing Condeſcention of God to thee ! Seems it a ſmall matter — 
that the great Jehovah ſhould deal thus familiarly with his Worm ? And wi't thow paſs this 
Over as @ common mercy? What meaneſt thou, O my Soul, that then doſt not conſtantly adore 

and praiſe this rare, ſtrong, and unſpeakable Love ! Is it true, O my Sout ! doth God deal fa 

miliarly with Man, and are his humble, zealous, and conſtant Love, Praiſe and Service too 
good for God! Why art thow not, O my Soul, ſwallowed up every momint with this free, unpe - 
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- rallel'd, everlaſting Love! And then he brake out agaith into an other Triumpant Ex- 

tafe of Praiſe and Joy, thus: Sod os 

Free Grace — Stand aſtoniſhed ye Heavens, and wonder O ye Angels at this infinite Grace! Was 

admired. ever any under Heaven more beholding to free Grace then I ? Doth God uſe to deal thu 
with his Creatures ? Admire him for ever and ever, O ye Redeemed Ones | O thoſe foyes of 
which I have the taſte! Thoſe Everlaſting foyes that are at his Right Hand for Ever. 
wore | Eternity, Eternity it ſelf, us too ſhort 10 Praiſe this God in, O bleſs the Lord 
with me, and let us ſhout for foy, and boaſt in the God of eur Salvation. O help me to 
Praiſe the Load for his Mercy endures for ever, | 

— One cf his Brethren (that had reaped much good by him) praying with him, and 
ſeeing him ( as he judged ) near to his Diſſolution, delired that the Lord would be 
plesſ:d to continue thoſe aſtoniſhing, and Souul-ſupporting Comforts to the laſt Mo- 
ment of his Breath ; and that he might go from one Heaven to another ; from Grace 
and Joy imperſect, to perfeCt Grace and Glory, And when his work was done here, 
to give him (if it were his Will) the molt eafie and Triumphant Paſſage to Reſt ; and 
that he might have an abundant entrance adminiſtred into the Everlaſting Kingdom of 
of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus Chriſt, Prayer being ended, he brake out into a 
wenderful Poſlion of Joy, crying out, Amen, Amen, Amen : Hallalujab. 

- — I (faith mine Aurtiour} do verily believe that it exceeds the higheſt Rhetorick, to 
ſet out to the Life what this Heavenly Perſon did then deliver, We want words to 
declare it, and ſo did he ; for he ſaw things unutterable. He talked as if he had 

-... been in the third Heavens, and brake out into ſuch words as theſe: O He 3s come! 
(0 onions He his come! O how Sweet, How Glorious 1s the Bleſſed Jeſus ! How ſhall I do to [peak 
b the Thouſandth part of his Praiſes! O for Words, to ſet ont a licile of that Excellency ! 
But it is unexpreſſible, O how Excellent, Gloriow, aud Lovely is the pr&croms Jeſus ! 
He is ſweet, He 1s altogether Lovely! Aud now 1 am ſick, of Love; He bath raviſhed 

my Soul with his Beanty | I ſtall Die ſick of Love. 

———-0 my Friends, (tard by and wonder : Come look npon a dying Man and Wonaer : I cannot 
wy ſelf but wonder : was there ever agteater kindneſs. Was there ever more ſenſible maniſe- 
ſtations of rich Grace! O why me, Lord why me | Sure this is aKintoHeaven ; and if I were 
newer to enjoy more thenthis, it were well worth all the Torments that Men and Devils 
could invent, to come through even an Hell to ſuch unſpeakable Foyes as theſe. If this be 
Dying, Dying is ſweet : Ler no true Chriſtian ever be afraid of Dying. O Death 15s ſweet 
tome! Thu Bed is ſoft | Chriſt's Arms and Kiſſes, his Smiles and Viſits, ſure they would 
turn Hell into Heaven, O that you did but ſec and fſecl what I do! Come and behold a 
Dying Man more Cchearſul. then you ever ſaw any Healthful Man in the. midſt of his 
ſweeteſt Exyoyments! O Sirs, Worlaly Pleaſures are poor, pittiful, ſorry things, compa- 
red with one glimps ef this Glory, which ſhines fo ſtrongly into my Soul | O, Why ſhould 

ary of you be ſo ſad, when amſo glad ? This, This us the Hour that I have waited for. 

Death a> __ About Eight and Forty Hours before his Death, bis Eyes were dim, and his Sight 
Preaching: much failed ; bis Jaws trembled, and his Feet were cold, and all the Symptoms of 
Death were upon him, and his remoat Parts were almoſt Dead and Senfleſs; And 
yer, even then his Joyes (if poſſible) were greater ſtill, He had ſo many Fits of 

Joy unſpeakable, that he ſeemed to be ina continued Att of Love and Praiſe, - He 

ſpake as one that was juſt entering into the Gates of the New 7eruſaelm : His greateſt 

part wss already in Heaven : Not a word dropped from bis Mouth but breathed of 

Chriſt and Heaven, O, what encouragement did he give to them that ſtood by to 

follow hard after God, and to follow Chriſt in an Humble, Believing, Zealous 

courſe of Life, and of adding one Degree of Grace to another, and to uſe all Dili- 

gence to make their Calling and Election ſure : Saying , that then they alſo ſhould 

find a glorious Paſſge into Bleſſed Eternity. 

————'PÞur the moſt of his work was Praiſe : A Hundred times over he admired the bot 
tomleſs Love of God to him, Crying, O why me, Lord, Why me? And then he would 

ChriFdcar» give [uſtruCtions to them that came ro ſee him. He was ſcarce'ever filenr, the Love 
ly loved. of Cbriſt,and Souls conſtraining him to do all the good that poſſibly he could:And that 
Holy Miniſter that was ſo much with bim, perſwaded him to be content to live 4 

licle longer, and patiently to wait Gods leiſure, who ſure had ſomething for him tc 

do, which was yet undone : Some word of Exhortation to ſome poor Soul that hi- 

therto was forgotten, | 

— The Truth is, he was ſo filled with the Love of Chriſt that he could ſcarce bear 

to be »bſcnt from him for a moment, He knew that he could be capable of recei- 

ving 
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ving greater Glory in Heaven, then he could here. Every Evening he uſed of his - 


Friends, Hoping that he ſhould fee cthemno more rill the Morning of the ReſurreCti- 
on: Ard hedefired them to be careful ro make ſure of a comfortable meeting at 
their Father's Houle in the other World. 

—— When Miniſters or private Chriſtians came to him, he would beg of them that 
they would ſpend all the rime that they had with him in Praiſes. O ( faidghe ) Help 
me to Praiſe God , I have now ny nothing elſe to ds from this time to Eternit y, but 10 
praiſe and love God. I have what my Soul acſwes upon Earth. I cannot tell what to pray 

or, but what 1 bave gratiouſly given in. The wants that are capable of being ſupplied in 
this World, are ſupplied. I want but one thing, and that is,a ſpeedy lift to Heaven, I ex- 
pett no more hzre : I deſire no more: I cannot bear more, O Praiſe, Praiſe, Praiſe that 
infinite boundleſs Love that hath, to « wonder, looked gpon my Soul, and hath done muye 
for me, then for Thouſands of his Dear Children, O Bleſs :he Lord, O my Soxl, and all 
that is within me, bleſs bis Holy Name! O help me, h:ip m:, O my Friends, to Praiſe 
and Admire kim who hath done ſuch aſtoniſhing things, and wonders for my Soul | He 
hath pardoned all my Sins, and hath filled me with his Goodneſs: He hah given m: Grace 
and Glory, and no good thing hath he withheld from me. 

— Come, help me with Praiſes, yt all ts roo little, Come help me all ye Mighty and 
Gloriow Angels, who are ſo well skil'd inthis Heavenly work of Praiſc! Praiſe him, all 
ye Creatures upon Earth : Let every thing that hath being help me to Praiſe God: Hilla- 
lujab, hallalujab, hallalvjah ! Praiſe is now my work, and [ ſhall be engag:d in this 
ſweet Work forever. Bring the Bible: turn ro David's Plalms, and l:t us ſerg a Plalm 
of Praiſe. Come let u life up onr Voices in the Praiſes of the Moſt High. I will 
Sing with 16u as long as my Breath doth laſt; And when I have none 1 ſhall do it 
bettay. | | 

— Then turning to ſome of his Friends that were weeping ; he deſired them to Re. 
joyce, racher then to weep upon his account, It was a wonder that a Man ſo weak 
could ſpeak ſo much : But the Foy of the Lord was his ſtrength, In{his Sickneſs thoſe 
Scriptures which he took moſt delight jn were the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Six- 
reenth, and Seventeenth Chapters of St John's Goſpel. Alſo che Fifty fourth of the 
Prophecy of 7/aioh, was very delightful ro bim : with abundance of Toy he oft re- 
peated thoſe Words, With Everlaſteng Mercies, will I gather you. He commended the 
ſtudy of the Promiſes to Believers, and deſired them that they would be ſure to 
make good their claim to them, and then they might come to the I/els of Conſolati- 
en, and there drink their fill, | 

According to his deſire moſt of the time was ſpent in Praiſes, and he would ſtill be 
calling, More Praiſes yet : O help me to Praiſe Ged, 1 have now nothing elſe todo! 1 
have done with Prayer, and all other Ordinances. I have almoſt done converſing with 
Mortals : 1 ſhall preſently bebold Chriſt himſelf that died for me, and loved me, and 
waſhed me in his own Blood, 1 ſhall before a few Hours be over be in Eternity, ſinging the 
Song of Moſes, and the Sorg of the Lamb. I ſhall preſently ſtand «pon Mount Sion, 
with an innumerable Company of Angels, and the Spirit: of fuſt Alen mad: perſett, and 
with Jeſus, the Mediator of the New Covenant: 1 ſhall hear the Voice of mach Frople, 
and be one amongſt them, which ſhall ſay Halfelujah, Glory, Salvation, Honour , and 
Power unto the Lord our God : and 454i» we ſhall ſay Hallelujah. And yet a very lit- 
tle while, and I ſhall Sing unto the Lamb, a Song of Praiſe, ſaying, Worthy art thou to, 
receive Praiſe, who waſt ſlain, and haſt Redeemed #4 unto God by thy Blood, out of every 
Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation, and haſt made us unto our God, K ings, 
and Prieſt, and we ſhall Rergn with thee for ever and ever, 

— Methinks 1 ſtand, as it were, with one Foot in Heaven, and the other upon Earth 
Methinks I hear the Mellody of Heaven, and by Faith 1 ſee the Angels waiting to car- 
ry my Soul to the Boſom of Jeſus, and 1 ſhall be for ever with the Lord in Glory, And 
who can chooſe but rejoyce in all this? Mach of this he repeated over and over with 
greater AﬀeCtions then can be expreſſed by Words. 

-- The Day before his Death, he looked earneſtly upon his Brother Zames, who 
ſtood by very ſad, whom he judged to be putting up ſome Ejacslarions unto God upon 
his account,to whom he ſaid, / thank thee, Dear Brother, for thy Love : Thou art now 
pr aying for me : And 1 frrow that thou loveſt me dearly: But Chriit low g me ten Thouſand 
times more then thou doeſt. Conpe and kiſs me, Dear Brother before I Die; And fo with 
his cold dying Lips he kiſſed him, ſaying, / ſhall go before, and 1 bepe thou ſhalt follow 
after ro Glery, Though he ſlept bur very lictle for ſome Nights, yet he was hor 
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in the leaſt impaired in his Intelleftuals; his Ations were al] decent, and his Diſ- 

courſe, to a Spiritual underftanding, highly rational, ſolid, and Divine : And fo he 

continued to the laſt Minute of his Breath. 

__ A few Hours before his Death he called all his Relations, and Brethren together, 

that he might give them one ſolemn warning more, and Bleſs them, and Pray for 

them,as his breath and ſtrength would give him leave ; which he did with abundance 

of Authority AﬀeCtion, and Spirituality, as follows. 

-- Firſt, He thanked his Dear Mother for her tender Love to him, and deſired that 
ſhe might be in Travel to ſee Chriſt formed in the Souls of the reſt of her Children, 

(ce of the Travel of her Soul, and meer them with Joy in that Great Day. 

— Then be charged all his Brethren and Siſters in general, as they would anſwer it 
before God, that they ſhould carry themſelves darifully to their dear Mother, Ag 
for his Eldeſt Brother ( at whoſe Houſe he lay Sick ) his Prayer was, that he mighe 
be ſwallowed up of Chriſt, and with Love to Souls, and be more and more Exem- 
plary in his Life, ſucceſsful in his Miniſtry, and that be might finiſh his courſe with 

THIS | 
b His next Brother was Andrew, a Citizen of London, whom ( though abſent ) 
be thus Blefſ-d : The God of Heaven remember my poor Brother in Londoz, - The 
word make him truly Rich, in giving him the Pearl of great Price, and make him a 
Fell; Cirizen with the Saints, and of the Houſhold of God : the Lord deliver him 
from the» Sins of that City : May the World be kept out of his Heart, and -Chriſt 
dwell rhere. . O that ae may be, as his Name is, 4 ſtrong an, and that I may 
meer him with Joy, 

— 7hen called he for his Brother Fames ( to whem he hoped that God had made him 
2 Syiriczal Father ) to whom he thus ſpake, Brother james, I hope that God hath 
given thee a gooaly Heritage : The Lines are fallen to thee in Pleaſant Places, The 

I,od is thy Portion, [ hope the Lord hath ſhewed unto thee the worth of a 
Chriſt. Hold on, (dear Brother ) Chriſt, Heaven, and Glory are worth ſtriving for, 
The Lord give thee more abundance of his Crace, 

- His next Brother Abraham was called, to whom he thus ſpake : The Bleſſing of the 

God.of Abraham reſt upon thee : The Lord make thee a Father of many Spiritual 
Children. : 
- His Fifth Brother was foſeph, whom he thus Bleſſed : Let him bleſs thee (O Poſeph) 
who bleſſed him that was Seperated from bis Brethren, O that his Everlaſting Arms 
may take þa/4 of thee ! It is enough if yet thou mailt Jive in his Sight. My Heart hath 
been working towards thee, Poor 7oſeph, and I am not without Hopes, that the Arms 
of i he Almighry will embrace thee. The God of thy Father bleſs thee with Bleſſings 
of Heaven above. 
— The next was his Siſter Mary, to- whom he ſaid ; Poor Siſter Mary, thy Body is weak, 
and thy Daies will be filled with bitterneſs: Thy Name 'is Marah : The Lord ſweeten 
all with his Grace and Peace, and give thee Health in thy Soul. Be patient ; make ſure 
of Chrift, and all is well, | 

— Then his Siſter Sarah was called, whom he thus bleſſed : Siſter Sarah, th Body is ſtrong 
and healthful ; O that thy Soul may be ſ@roo! The-Lord make thee, Grll a wiſe Virgin, 
and then a Mother in [rae/: A Pattern of Modeſty, Humility and Holineſs. 

—T hen his Brother Facob was called, whom he thus blefſed : The Lord make thee an 
Iſraelite indeed, in whom there 18 no guile. O that thou mayeſt learn to wreſtle with God, 
and like a Prince, prevail, and not go without the Bleſſing ! x 

Laſtly, He prayed for his youngeſt Brother Benjamin, who was but an Infant, Poor 
little Benjamm ; O that the Father of the Fatherleſs would take care of thee, Poor Child, 
that thou which never ſaweſt thy Father upon Earth, mayeſt ſee him with Joy in Heaven ! 
The Lord be thy Father and Portion : Mayeſt thou prove the Son of thy Mothers Right 
Hand, and the Joy of her Age. 


—— O that none of us all may be found among the unconverred ar the Day of Judgment ! 


O that every one of us may appear with our Honoured Father, and Dear Mother, before 
Chriſt *with Joy, that they may lay, Lord, bere are we, and the Children which thou haſ 
gracionſly given us! O that we may live to God here, and live with him hereafter. And 
now my Dear Mother, Brethren and Siſters, farewel : I leave you for a while, and commend 
Jou to God, and to the Word of bis Grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an 
Inheritance among them which are (anftified. 

And now Dear Lord, my Work us done ; I have finiſhed ory courſe ; 1 have fought the 
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good Fight, and henceforth there remaineth for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs ! Now cotne © 
Dear Lord Feſms; come quickly, 
—- The afore-mentioned godly Miniſter came.now to give him his laſt Viſitz and when , 
he ſpake to him, bis Heart was in a mighty Flame of Love and Joy, which drew Tears of 
Joy from this Miniſter, and was amazed to hear a Man juſt a dying, talk as if he had been 
with Feſas, and came from che immediate preſence of God. O the ſmiles that- were then 
in his Face, and the unſpeakable Joy that. was in his Heart ! O the Praiſes, the Triumphant 
Praiſes that wete in his Mouth ! And every one mult ſpeak Praiſcs that were about him, 
or elſe they made a Jar in his Harmony. | 
— A little before his Death in the Prayer, or rather Praiſes, which were returned for him, 
he was ſo wrapped up with Admiration and Joy, that he could ſcarce forbear ſhouting for 
Joy. In the concluſion of that Duty, with abundance of Faith and Fervency, he faid 
aloud, Amen, Amen. | 
_ And now his longing Deſires ſhall be ſoon ſatisfied. He ſees Death coming apace to do 
his office ; his Jaws were looſened more and more, and quivered greatly. His Hands and 
Feet were ascold as Clay. A cold Sweat was upon him. But O! how glad was he when 
he felt his Spirit juſt a going ! Thoygh the pangs of Death were ſtrong, yer that far more 
exceeding, and Eternal Weight of Glory, made him bear thoſe bitter pains with much patience 
and courage. . | 
— In hcanrenk'y of his pains, he deſired his Eldeſt Brother to lay him a little lower, and 
to take. away one Pillow from him, that he might Die with the more caſe : His Brother 
replied, That he durſt not for a World do any thing that might haſten his Death a moment. 
Then he was well ſarisfied, and reſigned, up himſelt wholly unto God's diſpoſal. And after 
a tew-talnutes, with a ſudden motion, gathering up all his ſtrength, he gave hiaſelf alittle 
turn on one fide, and in the twinkling of an Eye departed to the Lord, leeping in Joſt 
Aged between T'wenty Three, and Twenty Four, in the month of June, An. Chrifti 1657 


The Life and Death of My. John Machin,who Died Anno Chriſti 1 664. 


Ju Machin was the Son of Fobn Machin of Seabridge, near New-Caftle, in the County His Paren- 
of Stafford. His Mother Katherine was of the Vernons of Audley, in the ſamg County. tage- 
His Father was a wiſe man, of a good Eſtate, and an Antient Free-holder : That Eſtate of 
Seabridge baving continued in the Name of the Machins, from the 23d of ming £6 ry the 
- hth, and our fohn was the Seventh Generation of the Name that have inherited that 

te, 

This Fohn was born at Seabridge, Oftob. 2. Anno Chriſti 162.4. and Baptized the ſame Birth- 
day at New-Caſtle. He was the only Son of his ſaid Parents, and was therefore carefully 
brought up by them in his Youth at the beſt Schools that were thereabour; eſpecially under. 
pious Mr. Orme of New-Caftle, and deſervedly famous Mr. Fobn Ball of Whitmore, who 
brought up ſeveral Youths in School-Learning, cogether with his own Sons, 

Our Fob was firſt intended to be ſent tothe Ins of Court ; but his Parents tenderneſs of © 
him, and unwillingneſs topart with him to ſuch a diſtance, was, probably, . a hinderance of — 
that deſign. Whereupon being taken from- School, be was imployed about Husbandry 
for ſome years, and followed ſome youthful Recreations. In particular, he was given to 
Cock-fights, whereupon himſelf (in ſome Memoirs) wrote thus: Twenty years did I live the * 

Devil”s Bond-ſlave, which indeed is Time hoſt, and not Living in a good ſenſe, (Eph.2.1,2,3.) 

And he often ſaid to one of his Dear Friends, as they wyre walking together about Seabridge, 
O with what an beart full of vanity bave I in daies paſt gone this way | And at another time.” 
This way have | followed fin, where I now follow Chrift : I am now ungoing, and anravelling — 
my ſinful Fournies : But I that have tryed both, find theſe the better waies. 

He was then very readyto hearken to any motion of Marriage made to him, yec 
did not then cloſe with any. One at Vroxirer he was neareſt to a concluſion with, 
but ſhe dying in the mean time, it proved an occaſion of his going ro the Univerſity. He goes to 
For his Father was induced, by the advice of a Friend to let him go to Cambriage for Comoridg. 
a Quarter of a Year : Scarce intending that he ſhould be. admitred into any Colledge, 
but to abide there for ſome ſhort time to learn farther breeding ; and he gladly 
accepred the Motion, and went thither in December, Anno Chriſti, 1645. And there 
finding ſome Kindred and Acquaintance, be y_ admitted into Zeſus Coltedge, 
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- The firſt Year it pleaſed God to make a gracious change in him, of which be thus 


CE — 


ef faith? The Time of my Converſion was in the Twenty firſt Tear of my Age (as 1 remem- 
— ber ) The Plaze was Jeſus Colledge in Cambridge. The Texts that mojt overturned 
4 — me were, Eph.6. 12,13, 14. & I Cor. 16. 22. The one Preached on by Dr, Hl, 


\ - the other by a Stranger. He often ſhewed ſome of his Ac vaintance the Seat in which 


he was firſt wrought upon, and told them early be loved the ſight of it, and thatever 
after he choſe to ſit in that Seat, rather than in any other, if poſſibly he could croud 
into it, This was one evidence, among many others, of the eminent ſucceſs which 
God gave to that faithful plain Preaching of that Holy Man of God, Dr. Hill, who 
went over that whole Epiſtle to the Epheſians, in a LeCture, ever Lord's Day in 


% - the Morning at fix of the Clock, which he continued for ſeveral Years. 
__— Leerned Dr. Arrowſmith alſo about the ſame time Preached over a ſuccintt Body of 


Djvinity in Aphoriſms in St. 7ohn's Colledge, in the Evenings of the Lord's Day ( part 
whereof is ſince publiſhed) of which-our Job» hath often ſaid, That he ſownd bis Heart 


ſo moulded ro the Truths delivered, upon the heating of them, that it was greatly to his 


Spiritual /op, ard ſatisfattion, 


Fruits of it, — No ſooner did he find this bleſſed change in his own Heart, but his Friends at Sea- 


bridg found it in his Letters, which ſpake the new frame of his Soul, and were moſt 
int!ant and Pathetical perſwaſions to his Father and Mother and Siſters to look after 
their Souls, and to mind the things of Eternity : which alſo he ſeconded afterwards 

by his Holy, and Exemplary converſation, and Society with them; ſo that he was 
an Inſtrument ro Convert all his three Siſters and that carly, unto God : and to pre- 
veil very hopefully with his Parents in like manner, as appeared afterwards. 

Whilſt he was in the Univerſity he ſo followed his Studies, that being of ripe Years, 
and having very good natural Farts, and religiouſly making Conſcience of his ex- 
pence of Time, he made a good progreſs in Learning, and was not inferior to any 
in the Colledge of his ſtanding when he left the Univerſity, And though, in his 
Preaching, he made no ſhew of Learning, as ſome do : Yet he made good uſe of it, 
and underſtood well the neceſſity of it for the enabling of him to his work, 

Abour the time of his Great Grandfathers Death, which in March, Anno Chriſti, 
1647. he was fick of a dangerous Spotted Feavour at Cambridge, and that unto 
Death, as himſelf, and 'moſt about conclude, which he thus mentions : That it was 
in 7eſ# Colledge, in a m1ddle Chamber, next to the Chappel on the Right Hand : 
Bur (faith he) God having ſome work for me to do, had Mercy on me (Phil. 2. 27.) ſaved 
me, and brought me back, again : Tolay with the Pſalmiſt, Thow ha#t delivered my Soul 
from Death : Wilt thou not d:liver my Feer from falling, that 1 may walk before God in 
the Land of the Living ? *Plal. 56, 13. And again, / ſhall not -Die, but Live, *and 
declare the work,s of the Lord : The Lord bath chastened me ſore, but he hath not given 
me over unto Death, &c. Pſal. 118. 17, 18. 


-— In this Sickneſs the Lord dealt moſt powerfully with his Soul, planting therein 


great and firnr reſolutions, of ſerving his God eminently in caſe of Recovery, which 
accordingly (by the aſſiſtance of his Grace) be faithfully performed : And herevp- 
on he ſer upa meeting of ſome Schollars for Religious purpoſes, which continued in 
the Colledge for ſeveral Years after his Departure, to the reſtraining (at leaſt) of 
ſome, and to the great Spiritual advantage of many others ; which he managed with 
ſuch Prudence and Caution,that they could not eaſily become the Narſerys of Fattion, 
or falſe Dot1rine, what ever the Ignorance, and Malice of ſenſleſs frothy Perſons did 
ſlanderouſly vent to the contrary, We may ſee a farther account of him, and of his 
uſefulneſs in the Colledge in theſe few Clauſes in ſeveral Letter that were ſent to 
him from ſome. worthy MembersBf that Society : 


His Com- — Dear Friend, I received your loving Letters, which breath nothing but Piety and Lien 


affettions.The next Companion to him who 1s both the Founder,a Fellow and Preſident of the | 
Celledge of Graces, and Comforts of Believers, is he whom God hath warmed with the 
ſame Principles to be inſtrumental fer the enlivening them in others------- I bleſs God the So+ 
ciety you were the Founder of iu the Colledge , do grow hoth in Number and Mea- 
ſwre.----- And you have here my real Thanks , in that you have been inſtrumental in ſet- 
ting Religious meetings on Foot, wherein you reap much of the anſwer of your Prayers, in 
that they carry it ſo Prudently yet, as I bear nothing but what Malice and Guilt tax them 
Withal.----- - In all my ſerious Thoughts I ſee youtrepreſented to me, either as a Patternof 


ftrit walking, or of upbraiding my littic ſerviceableneſs; But alwayes a Bleſſing and Com- 
fort in this, that 1 have known you, and the manner of youy Life, and that 1 reap the 


benefit 
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benefit of your Prayers and beſt Aﬀettions, which ts a Treaſury I alwayes deſired to prize 


above all the Jewels in the World, Orc, And from an other eminent Perſon thus : 


-— My dear and precious Friend : I received yours, and your Lines ſweetly refreſh me. O 


that I could bear oft ner from you : It glads my Soul to ſee your conftancy. O that 


Example might be a Motive and Incentive tome, to be more ſteady, ſetled, and fixed up- 
on God, in the-wayes of God, &c, Theſe are but x caſte of the many Letrers he Loni 


from Cambridge, wherein ſeveral do bleſs the Lord that ever they Aw his Face. 


— But his Activity in God's Service was not a little diſturbed by the Malice of Tempus. 
Satan, who frequently after his Recovery from Sickneſs, diſturbed and rormented tions. 
him dreadfully in his Dreams, fo that he hath often, immediacly upon his waking, 
run in his Waſtcoat into his Study, and- betaken himſelf ro his carneft and fervent 


Prayers againſt that ſubrile and miſchievous Fiend. 


— Anno Chriſti, 1649 : he Commenced Backiler of Arts, after which he went into gqe jv Bu. 
-the Countrey, and ſpent part of a Year among his Friends, and in viſiting ſome cheler of 
- Neighbour Congregations where the Miniſtry of the Word was wanting.- The ſame Arts. 
[Year he was Ordained Miniſter at Whircharch in Shropſbire ; before which be- en- 

- gaged all the Prayers that poſſibly he could, nor only of Friends near-hand, but of 

- ſome that were far diſtanr, for a Bleſſing u 
ſider how Path-tically he engaged them ( Thus in one of his Letters : Pray and pre- 


vail for w) what a conjuration of Prayers there was in ſeveral places upon that Day, 
and the rich Crop, and Harveſt reaped afterwards, ſurely it deſerves the refleQion 
of thoſe Miniſters, who never won a Soul to Chrift, from what Principles, in what 
manner, and for what ends they firſt entred into this ſureſt FanRion, \ 


— Though he was not diſpoſed for the preſent to ſettle in any place, yet was he un- 


willing to go about his work without Ordination; and that which induced him to 
continue unfixed for a ſpace, was his enlarged deſire to do good to Souls, and that not 


only of his Kindred and Friends, bur alſo of all Neigbours ſo mach, and o far as poſ. Za 


ſibly he could, He even travelled in Birth for ſuch as had not ſeen his, rhat Chrif 
might be formed in them : And the largneſs of his Heart herein was frequently expreſſed 
in his moſt earneſt Prayers unto God for the enlarging of his Kingdom in Countys, 
Towns, and Families, which he would name with che greateſt ions both in bis 
Prayers and Letters, ofc crying out, O tBat all Scaffordſhire a»d Cheſhire might be 


ſaved | 


By this time he had Acquaintance, yes, and intimacy with all that were eminent — 


for Piety in all places thereabouts, and his great care was to ſtir up the Grace of 


God in them. And he was extraordinarily qualified and prepared by the Lord for - 


this work, and that in a ſpecial junfure of time when the heat of Controverſies 
were managed by Sword, Pen, and Pulpit, which had fadly prevailed to juſtle our 
the lively Senſe of the main chings wherein all'were agreed : And fiverſe Miniſters 
were ſo taken off from theſe greater matters by other work which the Enemy bad 
found them, that to Preach Death and Judgment, of Chriſt and Converſion were al- 
moſt new things to many of the People. Bur this good Man was fingularily ficted, 
to recal that great Work back again into the Hearts and Hands of his Brethren, him- 
ſelf having never engaged into rhe Controverſies of Church or State : And ſer our 
with all his might upon the main things, and did promote and drive on the Work of 
Converſion where eyer he came. 


— And truly his Succeſs was great: For in his Fathers Family in Seabriag, the Lord 


made him eminently inſtrumental in the Converſion of his three Siſters, His Parenrs 


= greatly favoured the wayes of God : and much furthered him in bis work, 


, 


and' were chearful entertainers of ſuch goodPeople as upon ſundry Occaſions reſorted 
thither : And there was ſuch an habituated courſe of gracious Converſe ſet up in the 
Family, by bis ſtaying with them the firſt Year; thas an eminent Miniſter at his firſt 
coming thicher, beholding their Order, Zeal, and forwardneſs in Chrift, could nor 
forbear to inſilt the hext Day upon thoſe words of Moſes, Namb. 11.29, Exvieſt 
thow for my ſake ? Which was the reſult of that dealing, he was forced ro. with 
his own Heare upon that occaſion. And this Oyntment upon Aarovs Head, ran down 
to the Skircs of his Cloathing : For he was a precious Savour to the very poor Ser- 


vants of his Father's Houſe, with whom he was unweariedly importunate to labour . 


for Holineſs, and be prevailed wich ſome of them), which was a notable prefage of the 
furure ſucceſs of his Miniſtry upon others. 


- Himſelf takes occaſion to write thas concerning his Father : My Father John Mas 


L 2 | chin 
l 


that Ordinance : And when we com 


-y 
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chin did more for our Family than his Progenitors, building both the Houſe and Barns from 
rhe Ground, &:c. But moſs of all he may be remembred ſor bringing up me bis Son to, 
and at th: Univerſity, who was ( through grace inſtrumental! to bring the Goſpel in it; 
power into our Family, which was more Glory to the ſame then if the Materials of the 


' Houſe had been all turned into pure Gold, whereof let theſe Scriptures (upon the Chimny 


Stone in the Parlour} be Witneſſes, where it may be ſaid, Bleſſed be he and they who 
brought his N ame hither to Record it, To God alone be the whale Glory, 


—— The Scriptures upon that Stone prere theſe : Gen, 28, 15--22. 2 Chron, 6. 5----42, 


2 Sam. 7, 18.---25, 1 Chron. 29. 10---20, Pſal. 116, I. 12.----19. Pſal. 118, 17, 
Gen. 32.10, fer. 30. 21. Exch, 48.35, 1 Sam, 7. 12.Exod. 17.14, ig. Exod.20.24. 
1 Cor, I5. 34, 1 Chron. 28, 9. 


Isduft:y. ___ His uſoal way after Preaching was to Repeat, and to aſſemble together as many as 


he could to the Place where he lodged, and their to ſpend as mnch time as be was 
able, in prefſing things farther upon them, and in holy and pertinent Diſcourſes, with 
unſpeekable heat and vigour z - Which made one of his Kindred ſay, That be liked bis 
Cofin Machin well, but that he made bis Houſe a Chapple when he came to hin. 


-- All this time he was unkxed, as himſelf wrote to a Friend of bis in Cambridge, 


Chariryto thus: / am yet placeleſs, Charities Servant, deſired to many Places, but in part reſol- 


Souls, 


ved to fix at Aſhburn for every other Sabbath, reſerving the other for the ſervice of Ne- 
peſity and Charity, which may be found in theſe Parts, | 


| .— And this be did accordinly, as himſelf hath left upon Record. 7 the beginning of the 


Year, 1650. (faith he ) 7 was called to Aſhburn in Darby-ſhire, where God was with 
me two Years, and though my lavoxrs were not in the Town ſo ſucceſsful as I deſired, yet 1 
had God's preſence much comforting my Soul, and the Souls of many Chriſtian Friends 
there about. | 


A Quaker. _. During his abode there he was with a Pvaker upon bis Death-bed ( pRnacy af- 


Zeal. 


- rer the ſpringing up of that Set in Sraffora-thire) and the more earneſt 


y he pra 
with the ſick Perſon, the more he raged : which was an Argument to him, - ra 
ſeveral other of the Company then preſent that Quakerifem was @ Degree of Poſ- 
«ſion, | 


5 F Whilſt he continued at Aſobarn he was a painful and laborious Preacher, and very 


vſcful, and all his ſpare Dayes be laid out rv the utmoſt advantage of the Goſpel, by 
forecaſting for Heavenly work in the Afoor-/ands, and other dark Corners in Stafford- 
ſhire, where the Goſpel in the power of it, had ſcarce ever come before : So thar 
he might cruly ſay, witbjSt. Pa/,that he gloried not in another Mans Line ; he ſowed 
where few had efiectually flowed before, nor did they then but by his procuremear, 
.There was ho Man like minded in thoſe Parts, who did ſo naturally care for the ſtate 
of/Souls : For indeed, be ſought not his own, but the things of Jeſus Chriſt. His man- 
ne , roengage his Brethren in the Miniſtry that were intimate with bim, and that 
knew the ſincerity ef his Heart, and his gracious Deſign herein,7to meet him in thoſe 
Parts, and to Preach at ſeveral places near to each other, ſometimes Three or Four 
Dayes together : And the People were ordinarily fo rraftable, that they ( to his 


-great Joy) Would flock from place to place after the means of Grace : and he had 


the comfortable Teſtimony of God's approving his Work, in the great good that ma- 
ny. Souls received thereby. 


_—. Sce his heavenly Spirit by this Letter which he wrote to one of the Miniſters 


Heavenly. Wives that thought her Husband too long from her, when be was imployed with 
mindedneſs him in this work, in 7uly, Anno Chriſti, 1652. y ' 


— Think 
— Chriſt exr Lord ? Ged forbid that we ſhould think ſo, who have had already in Hand for 


. My dear Friend (laith he) 14do heartily bleſs our God for what he hath done for yo 


— yd eſpecially for jour Seoul, 1 pray you believe that you heard theſe words following « 


coming ont of the Mouth which firſt ſpake thew, Pal. 27. 14. Wait on the Lord, be of 
good courage, and-he ſhall ſtrengthen thy Heart, Wair, I ſay, on the Lord : And 
ſay in Faith as you may in his Language alſo, Plal, 138.8. The Lord will perfect that 
which concerneth me : Thy mercy, O Lord endureth for ever,&c, It is to me « great 
fign what the Lord hath done for you, that you are ſo willing to part with your ( I know ) 
{th Hutband, for the Lord's ſake, and his works ſake, but He is, and it is wor thy. 
ſfill it us to the Lord; and ſhould a Huband be between a graciomu Heart, and 


every Step, Word, and for him, from bim more weight and worth, then a Wedg 
ef Ophir's Gold, beſides thoſe Thouſands of Tears in Glory, which are jet in Reverſion, &c. 
And werein 1 cannot thank you and him, my Lord ſhall : For elſe his Words fail, and 1 
will complain, as Heb. 6.18, 2 Chron.25s. 9. After 


— Not long after be rettioved to 


TC ——  —  ——  - - — _———_— 


of Mr. John Machin. 
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After two Years ftay at Aſprarn, the Lord cut out work for him elſewhere; and 


be ſaw no reafons why he might not part from them : Concerning which he thus He goes to 
writes, From Aſhburn 7 was called ro Atherton i» Warwick-foire, where 1 ſpent one ##%*"/**% 


Tear in 4 Lefinrers place, and the Lord did abvindantly Crown my pains on a ſud- 
den with Converſuon-work, which made me ſay, as Cant, 6. 12. Grevint Was aware 
my Soul made me like the Chariots of 4Aminadab. But 1 ſaw not the Lord; mind, 
and will to cont inxe me there, in which I ſaw the Lord's, and for the time was coment ; 


for I wanted nothing, having a Seabrig-home for ſupply: And { bad my Hearts dejire in p, 


. and many Weeh Dayes, noone gain-ſcying : which 1 ſaw was for the deſbruttion of the De- 


III 


oportanities ts extend my Labonrs in Stafford-ſhire and otherwiſe, ſome Lords Dayes, Pyle 


vils work, and an aking Tooth he carried againſt me : But two things ſtay'd Thong bt in — 


my Travels from Place to Place, and Howe to Honſe : My. Saviours leading the Way, 
( AR. 10, 38.) And this: the more the Devil hates me , the more the Lord loves 


me. . 
— This Year Was the time wherein he ſhould have Commenced Mafter 'of Arts, 
which alſo be inclined to do, chiefly to give. Teſtimony of his reſpe& to Learning, 
and the Schools thereof, in a time wherein roo many decryed them : Bur his 'Eſtare 
being enough to make him a Componnder , whereby ſome Extraordinary - charges 
would be expetted from bim z more chen he could well ſpare : And with this con- 
ſideration he ſar down, thinking that. he might imploy that money more to the Ho- 
nour of God,and the Goſpel, then to part with it for the Honour of a Degree, though 
be could willingly have been at the ſingle charge upon the former account, 


— Concerning his Remove to Aſtbury in Cheſbire, himſelt thus writes : [was ordered, and To Aſtbury. 


and called to: Aſtbury tm Cheſhire, Novemb. 1 7. Atino Chriſti 165 2. But expreſt not 
conſent till the Spring following, at which time I left: Atherton. $0 
— Abour this time 


jear of bis Age, with theſe words in his mouth, (Pal. 39. 5.) Behold thou haſt made my Daies 
as an hand-breadth, and mine Age is as nothing before thee. SINInIIS at his beft fate 
i altogether vanity. And ſaid to his Mother and Siſters, who ſtood by weeping ; by do 
you weep? you have a God that will be better to you than Ten Thouſand Huchands and Fathers 
- He wiſely obſerved, when fuch an unthought of loſs befel him, how he was employed. 
at that inſtant ; concerning which he fairh; At rhe crime when my Father Died I was at 
Prayer, and that with the moſt remarkable impreſſions 1rever had, both m pleading for mercy 
for him, and on a ſudden 1 ſubmitted to the Lord's Determination. Many obſervable warn- 
ings be had fromthe-Lord of this Event before it came to G : As, his ſerious and folema 
Expoſition, and Application of that portion of Scripture, on 21. 23, 24 11 the Family, 
before any Sickneſs appeared (March the gth.) Secondly, His carneſtneſs to know the 
ſtate of his Fathers Soul before they parted the next morning : As alſo ro thank him for his 
Love and Care in his behalf, and to underſtand his Mind and Will concerning himſelf and 
his outward Eſtate, whilſt he yet continued in perfect health. Thirdly, The D ay: fol- 
lowing, having occaſion to fend home, he, by the Meſſenger, recommended to his Fathec 
that Scripture, [/a. 38. 1, 2, 3. Theſe, with ſeveral other notable pallages, and pious im-: 


provements he made hereof, which gave him hopes that the fad Providence was in Love to + 


him, and in mercy to his Father, unto whom he could not come time enough to-fee him ia 
the-Land of the Living. 


himſelf thus writes : The good of w} everloving Father, ſo diſpoſing it, I bad ſome Ac- 


[quaint ance in Derbyſhire, and 1 eſpecially found one forward m the Profeſſion at Mickleaver, 
Tar Darby, »-bo might be to me as Rebecca was to Iſaac, by Name, Jane Butler {Daughter 


to John Butler) on whom my Thoughts much ſettled, with ſubmiſſion tro my bcavenly Father's 
Wall, and ſhe became my Wife, Septemb. 29. Anno Chriſti 1653. «at Utoxeter; whom God 
gave to me, and with her what I expetied in an bumble, gracions Waman, (Prov. 31. 11,12. 
& 29. 30,31.) Her price was above Rubies ; ber portion of outward Eſtate wery conſiderable. 


— His managing of this weighty buſineſs, was im ſuch an holy and heavenly nianner, that 


all their meetings on that account were improved to the utmoſt advantage of both their 
Souls ; and their Marriage was fixed upon one of ns Lecture Daics, where two of: his Bre+ 
thren Preached, and joyned inthe ſolemnization thereof. And after two Daies ſtay. with 
his Wite, he went a ſong Journey-about the work of the-Lord for many Daics following , 
whereby he made it evident how much the greateſt worldly comforts were made ſubordi- 
nate to God's Glory and Intereſt, and were fo far from hindeting, that he was rather en- 
larged, and fitted thereby to-walk-in the Wiies of Godgo.v. - - . His 


, 


is Father Died, of which he thus faith; He Died March the 1 ath, An- His Fathers 
no Chriſti 1652. Being the Sabbath Day, about Tem of the Cleck at Night, and in the 55th Death. 


Afbury, and changed his condition, concerning which xx. yarries, 
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ict up. 


A Lecture __- His firſt contrivance of ſetting up a LeQture, was fome months before his Fathers Death ; 


and no ſooner was the Eſtate fallen into his hands, but he reſolved to conlecrate a ſhare of 
it to God, and would not ſerve the Lord with that which coſt him nothing His intentions 
about it, himſelf thus expreſles ; I intend a monthly Lefture to be Preached im theſe follows 

Tewns of greateſt concourſe ; vit. m New-Caſtle, Leek, Uroxiter, Lichheld, Tamworth, Wal- 


| ſal, Wolverhampton, Pencridge, Stafford, Eccleſhall, Stone. Muckleſton, i» the County of 


Libcralliry-- 


Z al. 


__— 


Stafford, rhe laſt Friday in each month, allowing (of the Lord's fulneſs mm my bands) thirteen 
ſhillings and four pence to the Miniſters that Preach, to convert Souls, and one Shillemg to be 
given ro twelve of the Pooriſt People that come to Church : In all eight pounds twelve Shillings 
a year. This was the reſolution of an heart engaged to him ; of one that would honour t 
Lord with his Subſtance, and js J. M. July 31. Anno Chriſti 165 2. 


__.. And preſently after his Fathers Death he thus wrote concerning this buſines : I believe 


that the Lord could have given him more Daies ;, but yet do will that 8 |. per Annum for 
ever beſet apart for the Goſpel, out of mine own Eſtate, that Immortal Souls may be won, and 
God*s Portion in the World be encreaſed, to be diſpoſed as afortſaid, or as my Bretbren, Mr. N. 
and Mr. S. my Deareſt Fellow-Labourers ſhall judge, and find moſt ab ly and effe#tually 
10 accompliſh Chriſt's end and mine, ſaying, as (Rom. 10. 1.) My beart's deſire and prayer to 
God for Iſrael is, that they mig bt be ſaved. | 

This Lecture he ſer on foot this Summer. The firſt Day was at New-Caftle, Aug 4.165 3. 
where his two aforeſaid Friends did Preach ; As alſo the third courſe at Utoxiter Sept.-2.9. 
tollowing, being the Day of his Marriage. And this buſineſs was fo much in his Heart and 
purpoſe, that when ſome. ſcrupie was made about it in the ſertlement of his Land ar 
Marriage, he wrote thus : Whether I change my condition or not, I have cauſe, and 1 call to 
mind my Promiſe zo the Lord and bis Goſpel in the thing I intended, which I think will now be 
preferred before the change of my condition, : 


—- And that the Holſkets of his Heart, and bent of his Soul in this buſineſs may appear, he 


His Wll. 


inſerted rhefe paſſages into his Will, which he made Novem. 16. 165 3. not two months 
after his Marriage, he thus writes : I commit my Soul to God, my God, and my Saviour, that 
Created, and Redeemed it, even into the Boſom of the Father of Spirits: My Body to "7 Fa- 
ther Corruption, and to the Worms my Mother and Siſter, (Job 17. 14.) In hopes that he will 
make good to me (whowith them have ſometimes endeavoured to ſerve him) his Promiſe of 
Eternal Life, Rom, 2. 7. As for my Dear Beloved Wife, I freely return (and I pray it may 
be with advantage) to him who bath lent ber, to whom 1 leave, Joh. 17. 24. Rev. 21. i, 
Jude 24. Pſa). 84. 10, 11, Hopmg that I leave ber an Heir together with me, or rat 
with Jelus Chriſt, of s Kingdom that cannot be removed. If the Lord ſhall graciouſly give me 
Iſſue (1 pray it may be of his Heritage, and prepared for a Room m Heaven) to bill 
1 Chron.28.9.and I pray God ſee it executed according to my Will. And it is my willconcerning 
my Heir (if the Lord give one)that be may be a Samuel,lent tothe Lord, and his Service in the 
Miniſtry : For I canſayhe is an Asking of-the Lord, as was Samuel : And that be may have 
mine Inheritance, performing my Will concerning my Le&ture, &c, And concludes thus ; 
Praying,that whotver rules \Bu.4 _ open Houſe for God and bus People, to whom I would 
in Faith ſay, as Pal. 31.5. Into & and I commit my Spirit : Thou haſt Redeemed me 
O Lord God of Truth : Hereto ſubſcribing with my Heart and Hand, ]. M. 


..--- And in a Schedule of the ſame Date, he writes as followeth : Some particulars concerning 


the thing that hath long been in my Heart-to do for God, written as my laſt Will, as an occa- 
fron of ſome ſtanding Service when I am not. The Motives are Gods Glory ; 7 
Kingdoms encreaſe ; and Poor Sculs Salvation; an expreſſion of my Tink, fe 

God hath done for our Pan Go me the leaſt and laſt of it. And the rather, becauſe 1 
am here, in mine own apprehenſion [o little ſerviceable in ſpeaking, doing, and Juſfering for him, 
and nothing at all advantagiow in Writing, as others Eo been, and I could have defered. 
Theſe Motrves, together with that bleſſed Experience I have had of its advantage already, 
through God's ſealmg work with it, makes me to think my ſelf favoured more of God, if Imay 
do this him : I doubt not but ym mm need be, give me and mme, much more 
than this ; as 1s ſaid, 2 Chron. 25. 9. 4 i @) as David, x Chron. 29. 13, &c. 1 
would think i little berwixt him and me, who bath ſaid ; Whoſoever ſhall give a Cup of 
cold Water to drink in my Name, becauſe ye belong to Chrift, verily I fay unto you, he 
ſhall not loſe his reward. And my prayer is, that thoſe which come after me (whoſe it might 
have been ) may think that it's; better beflowed than the reſt. 


— 1. The thing is a double Leture, namely, of two Sermons once a month, chiefly intend- 


ing Souls Converkion. 


— 2. The Miniſters: The moſt Orthodox, Able and Powerful, that can be procured for 


Love to Feſus Chriſ# and his Service, or the Will of the Dead ; choſen by my Truſtees 
lucceſiively.- Po 3. The 
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—— 3. 'The Truſtees : Four Miniſters, and four Laymen. The Miniſters 7 /cave ;n Truſt, 
and queſtion nor their faithfulneſs herein for Chriſt's ſake, are my dearei? fellw-Labourers 
in our Lord's work, AMr.N. Mr, S. Mr. B. and Mr. , with whom I only leave for their 
dire*ion, 1 Cor. 15. 58. Mat. 28. 20, The Lay-men whem [ pat in joint Traſt are Mr, 
B. Mr; M. Mr. B. And plain-hearted T. H. all thoſe Faces 1 hope to ſee in Heaven. 
With them 1 leave for their veſreſkment, when they take ſoxze ſteps about 3t, Mat. 25, 
29, 40. For Etermty is the place 1 would be for, to which when gone, I am but a litule 
before, and you but a little behind, ; 
— 1 his py” by his conſtant coſt and care, he kept up from Auguſt the Fourth, Ley 
Anno Chriſti, 1653, Monthly, until Zanxary the Second, 1659. Whereof -he kept an laid - —__ 
exaCt account in a Catalogue, wherein he rook notice of the Day of the Month, the 
Place, the Perfons that-Preached, and their Texts, with ſome hints of the Congre- 
garions, their number, and ſeriouſneſs :- And he continued ir, until the times would 
neicher encourage, nor bear ir, and thereupon it not only fell, but alſo ( wanting 
Publick Liberty for ſuch an Exerciſe, according to the purpoſe of his Heart ) he ſul- 
pended his inrenſions, and diſpoſed his Land otherwiſe. 
_— in May, Anne Chriſti, 1654 : He began to keep Houſe at Aſtbury, concerning 
which, he thus faith: / was intertained without exception, or interruption : And 
though for ſome Trars we met with troubles, yet did the Lord ſtand berween me, and 
all my troubles, ſo that many tim:s 1 was as a Man wholly free, and was made 
amends for all my Sufferings of that Nature, by the Lord's Preſence, ſweet and 1.0rd's Silp- 
powerful in bis Ordinances, eſpecially in that of the Lord's Supper, which was there ſer us admin. 
on Foot in March, Anno Chriſti, 1654 : and continued wit bout interraption Mombly, = 
or once inſ1x Weeks till, Anno Chriſti, 1660, 
-- The Lord did mightily ſtrengrhen his Hands and encourage his Heart in this Ordi- 
nance, and he took great care in Preparation for ir, ſpending the Friday before the 
Sacrament in Public Prayers and Preaching God's Words, and the Day after the Thanksgi- 
Sacrament Thankſgiving, in his own, or in ſome Neighbours Family, eſpecially raed 
ere there fell our in any Communicants Family, any occaſion of ſpecial Thank(- 
giving : AgTecovery from Sickneſs, or the like. 
- By the coming of another ſncumbent unto Aſtbury, he had only oportunity of 
Preaching there each other Lord's Day, and for the other he had liberty to Preach 
abroad upon Charity,which yet he heartily rejoiced in,and was ready freely ro help Fafts. 
any of his Brethren, ſo that he was ſeldom a Day at eaſe. And now he had oportu- 
nity of being acquainted with the Miniſters atd —— 4 in Cheſhire, where Prudence, 
the Lord blefſed his labours to the benefit of many Souls, 
—HAis labours here were much encreaſed by his aſſiſting in many Faſt-days unto 
which he was very ready, and would gather up ſuch ſpecial chings as any in or ouc of 
hisFamily deſired ro be recommended untoGod inPrayer upon ſuch days, & would preſs 
ſuch as were preſent to perticularize their ſpecial things,that they might not come un- 
roGod upon an uncertainErrand,which things he would uſualy write down in aPaper,thar 
ſo they which aſſiſted in the duty might read it, and ſo be the better enabled pertinenc- 
ly to Pray one for another.He did much defire to make theſe and all other Ordinances 
very ſerious, and to reſcue them from that formality which ewo frequently accom- 
panied chem, being little ſatisfied with the work done, unleſs be found ſomthing 
done thereby upon his own, and the Hearts of others. He knew that great benifit 
and comfort was to be had in theſe Duties and Ordinances, and be would nor reſt 
contented without it. He diligently alſo obſerved the ſucceſs of them, ard if God at 
any time with drew himſelf from bim, he made ithis Buſinefs to ſeek his God till he ' 
found him again, as alſo the Cauſe of his —_— | 
—A hat ſtrong Aﬀe&tions he had in the Duties of God's Worſhip was manifeſt to all Zeal. 
that joined with him, that they might eaſily ſee and diſcern the ardency of them ; 
eſpecially in ſinging of Pſalms, which he did with ſuch apparent .intenfion of 
of mind, and Heart as is not ordinary, and diverſe yet living cannot but- remem- 
ber with what Faith and fervency be would pronounce Amer, Amen at the end of 
every Prayer. And after holy Duties uſually his Hearc was greatly lifred up in the 
wayes of God : And though he ſped never ſowell in ir, yet he had nor done with an 
Ordinance when it was over, but had both Heart and Art of improving it, and 
would then dexterouſly put on to holy Diſcourſes : and nor only Publickly urg 
things for faſhion- ſake, but would afterwards follow ic with al! his might, as if ( be- 
ing the Lord's Ambaſſador ) he waited for an anfiycr to him that had fenr him, _ 
4 


oo 
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Prayers ar. He was moſt unwearieg and indefatigable in holy Duties, and was never obſeryed 

dent. to give out 10 them, though ſomrimes upon ſpecial Occaſions, they continued all-. 
Night therein. After one of theſe Dayes of ſpecial Communion with God be, roge- 
ther with two or three of his choice Friends, retired into private,and there be urged 
each of them to name ſome one thing that they would cheifly beg of God, and fo 
each of them prayed over thoſe particulars, and what impreſſions and affeCtions were 
then raiſed in their Hearts cannor be forgotten : Alſo to promote and encreaſe Know. 
Jedi; and Holineſs, he help up a.Conference, both ro his own and his Peoples great 
Benefit ; and that no time might be loſt, nor any ones Mite be neglefted, he would 
rake the Anſwers of thoſe that were abſent at the appointed rimes, as occaſionaly 
he met with them, and ſomtimes before the whole Aſſembly were mer together up- 
on Dayes of Prayer, ſo that he was always doing, and deſigning the beſt advantage 
of the Peoples Sou's upon all occaſions. 

——Whilſt be was Miniſter at Aſt&#ry ir pleaſed the Lord to give him four or five 
Children, concerning whoſe Birth, he thus writes in his Memorials: The firſt Will [ 
made was preſently aſter our — and in it I ſpake of a Son Samuel, at if T bad 
ſeen him by Faith, though he was not then in being, and it was ſull a Quarter of 4 Tear, 
before we had any ſen{1le hopes of a Child, which was given «s about March th. 9th. 165 3, 
In May following we began Hontkeeping at Aſtbury, we received the Birth of our asking 
of God, (1 Sam. 1. 20.) Samuel, who was Born, November the 13th, chiefly called Sa» 
muel, becanſe he was atked of God by Father, Mother, and many Chriſtian Friends there 
and elſewhere, with great Ends propounded at ſuch times of Prayer : Namely, that be 
might be one to bere God's Name hear in his Churchon Earth, and one to take up a Roam 

prepared for him in Giory : The Lord be Surety for thee my Son: The Lord forbid thox 
ſhould ft come ſhort of theſe ends : Prayeth thy Father, Thus did he ſet upon his Head 
the Remembrance of the Mercy of God in his Birth, as the Servants of God of old 

Prayer pre- did make the very Names of their Children the means of remembring the Signal Mer. 

Falcnr, cies of God to them : This Child in the firſt Year of his Life, was, by Sickneſs, 
twice under the Sentence of Death, but Prayer that obtained him recovered - 
bim. 

—— An other great Deliverance to this Child he thus Recordeth : Memorandem (ith 
Providen- he) that July the 10th 1656, the Lord prevented the Death of my Son Samuel, which 
ces ſpecial 5n all probability might have been with my owu Hand,towling aStone with all my might to- 

wards the Child (whether I ſaw him before it went out of my Hand I know nor ) 
But it's motion was direQly towards:-is Face, coming up the ſteps in the Garden-walk; 
and the viſible means of prevent ion in God's Hand was an other Stone, that turzed it 
out of the way a few ſteps before it came to the Child, This was an awakeni 
Providence to me and my Wife, and ſent us to God on our Knees, partly for Humn 
liation, parily for Gratylation, This Stone he kept in his Study, and (without 
Superſtition ) made it his Remembrancer to continue his Thankfulneſs to God for 
this great Deliverance, Some ſuch” obſervations he recorded cout his other Chil- 
drens Birth and Names, 

—. When this Winter was ended, he removed to Whitley, Anno Chriſt, 1661. May 
17th : And of his ſucceſs there he gives this account : Afrer ſomtime 1 found that 
God was with me in his Ordinances, to make Converſion-work : And in Providences, to 
prevent evil, aud to reach good things tow. Let it be remembred to his Praiſe, that 
October the 234d. 1661, my Son John was within a ftep of drowning, : Provi- 
dence ordered me to be within ſight at that very time, though I had been from home the 
Fortmght before, And not an Hour after my Daughter Sarah was almoſt choked with 4 
Thred, to our great affrightment : But we ſaw the Lord's Hand very notably in her pre- 
ſervation, as we had done the Spring before from Sickneſs , in anſwer to Prayers, Plal, 
103. 4+ 

—— An other merciful Preſervation of his Son 7ohn he thus Records, Memorandum, 
that our Son John had a notable eſcape from drowning as he and his Brother were coming 
from 5chool, June the 18th, 1664, But Bleſſed be God who is preſent when Parents are ab- 


ent. 
= this Place he continued to labour in- the Lord's Vineyard till that black Day, + 
Anguſt 24. 1662 : at which time, he with very many of his Brethren were Civilly 
{lain, being unſatisfied to conform as the At of Uniformity then required. Burt no 
Man fuffered his Death with leſs RefleCtion upon Superiors, or with more grief for = 
ſo ſada diſpenſation, Yer there he continued, labouring for the advantage of the + 
People 
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Peoples Souls wirh all his Strength, and the Lord made him a great Bleſſing co all the 
Country round about : And God's Providence fo ordered ir, that the Neighbouring 
Genery(though of a differing Perſwaſion, yet) offered nor co moleſt him ar all, being 
convinced of the Innocence and Peaceableneſs of his Spirit, and of the vprightneſs of 
his Ends therein. 

Before I give an account of the laſt part of his Life, you may take this jaſt Charater of His Cha- 


raCter. 


him. 
— 1, He waz of an excellent Spirit in Solomons ſenſe, Prov. 17. 27. as flow to paſſion, as 


moſt have been known. - One that lived ſome time with him, gave this teſtimony, that he 
remembred not that he ever ſaw him tranſported with Paſſion'; but angry he would be at 
Sin, yer ſtill after the example of his Lord and Maſter, Grieved for the hardneſs of their 
Hearts, Mark 3. 5. His Reproofs were always ſo moderated and mixed with Love and 
Compaſlion, that the Offender could not bur ſee, that his great aim was at his good. 

— 2. He had good Natural Parts, and was no Novice in any of that Learning that might Learning. 
firand qualify Yim for his Work. For tho he was more abundant in publick Preaching than 
moſt of his Brethren, which muſt needs hinder his Private Studies, yet what time of vacancy 
he bad from this Work, he carefully redeemed for his Book, and took in Philoſophy, the 
Tongues, Hiſtory, Poſitive, and Praftical Divinity in the courſe of his Studies, being never Induftr y 
well unleſs athis Study, or in ſecret Duties, or holy Conference, tho ( as it was once faid of >> 
Plat#s Houſhold-ſtuft ) it may be truly faid of all his ſtudies, there was Nibil in Pompam, 

Omne in Ulum ; nothing for Pomp, all for uſe. And like of one of the Archite&r in Plu- 
tarch, who, when another, had made an Artificial I'*{fourſe of his dexterity to. contrive a 

"new Building before thoſe who were to make their choice of them ; He only ſaid , AU rhat 
this Man hath ſaid, Ican do: Sothis Holy Man had the knowledge of doing, what others 
could learnedly Diſpute and Diſcourſe of : he coultrſearnedly live in every point as became 
a Learned Preacher. \ 

— 3. He had ancxtraordinary Meaſure of Holineſs and Heavenly mindednefs, according Sanctifica- 
to the obſervation which a judicious Divine ſometimes made of him; That he had more tion. 
than ord mary Degrees of Santtification. He, was of a quick underſtanding mm the fear of 
the Lord, and had the Tongue of the Learned to ſpeak a word in Seaſon to the State of 
all Souls. | | 

——- This indeed was his Maſter-piece, and was become natural” to him. He had a fingular In- 
geriuity in improving Scripture Similitudes, and indeed every thing that did occur, with 
unimaginable dexterity : every Tree, and Bird,'and Stone would be a Text,upon which he 
would aptly enlarge himſelf, having an admirable wit to fpiritualize every thing, and to ga- 
ther occaſion of profitable diſcourſe inall companies, and almoſt upon every Subje&, and it 
did clearly appear, That out of the abundance of his Heart his Mouth ſpake. 

He had a great Holy Jealouſy and Feat of himſelf : A dear Friend, that knew him well ,, Je 
wrires thus of him. New was any Man more watchful againſt Relapſes, nor more jealous louke: Y 
to maintain his firſt love to the beight, I have ( faith he) ſometimes vold him that it was not u- 

ual for converts to retain that Land) flood of Comfert, that intenſion of Zeal, and extenſion of 
Aﬀedtion which flouriſhed ſo in him, and was preſerved in the height : and therefore muſt he ex- 
& an abatement in time, and the current thereof to be contratted, and ſetled in a narrower 
Chanwel. _ He in his Letters often reflected on theſe words, Ore tenus, intimaring that be ſill 
was what he was before,not without admiring God's Grace ro him,whereunto he aſ- 
cribed all that he was, AYfid indeed he was ſo habituared to Spiritua! Communion 
with his God , that he could not with Patience endure his withdrawings : And he 
was far more ſenſible, and ſaoner awarggot ic than many others are, that can, to 
their great loſs and prejudice, entertain other Delights inftead of God's Face and 
Favour :. But this holy Man did moſt eagerly ſeek, upon all occaſions for him whom 
. his Soul loved, and4vould not be (atisfied till be found him. 
—He* was a great Obſerver of the frame, and bentvfhis Hearr at all times. A worthy Chriftan 
Miniſter writes thus of him. 7( faith he ) have admired at the conſtant ſrame of bis warchtul- 
Spirit. He was not ſubjett to that deadneſs and indiſpoſeaneſs, which other good Men nCls. 
ſeems to be tronbled with: His Heart was bontinually burning with an holy Zeal, Take 
a taſte of rhe excellent ſweet frame of his Heart in this ſhort paſſage ina Letter to a - 
Friend : My dear, dear, dear Brother, I pray thee report the loving kindneſs of the Lord 
wnexpreſſible, wnto a poor, vile, empty, altogether undeſerving Worm : For I have found 
an Anſwer this Day ; this Day more then ever to onr Prayers, and £4n ſay, The Lord's work 
will on, tho Hell, ſay Ne: And ſtill Believe, Preach: Pray and Believe (Lani. 3. 25.) 


T ate conſtrained to ſay as, Iſa. 63. 7. Neither thow, nor any of my Friends can conceive 
bow 


Parience. 


Prudence. 


Humility. 


Humility: 


The Life and Death 
how good the Lerd 15 to me, even tome. T pray thee and others think and ſtudy how good 
: " be 15 to me, tome, to me! 
His w2'cll _ He kept a conitant watch over his Thoughts, eſpecially over his laſt Thoughts 
which ſlept with him, and his firſt Thoughts which he awaked with, and uſually 
they were ſome precious portion of Scriprure or other, which he would Diſcourſe 
of with his Friends, with great content and chearfulneſs. 
A Diary. _— He kept a Diary of his Life which he wrote in Charafers where ever he came, 
* Wherein he ſer down what Scriptures he found moſt ſweetneſs from; what was the 
ſtate of his Soul rowards God ; and ſuch other remarkable paſſages as did occur each 
Day, frb:n the Year 1650. to the Year wherein he died, 
His Love _-His Love to the Word of God was Swperlative: It was his Meditation Day and 
ro the Night. Conſtantly every Morning he uſed to pitch upon ſome Verſe, which he 
Vord. wou'd endeavour t& fix upon his Heart, and was ever unwilling to leave ir, till he 
had ſucked ſwme (weetneſs, and Spiritual nouriſhment from it :. by Meditation he was 
often chewing up the 119 Pſalm, eſpecialiy in the time of his ſickneſs, daily draw- 
ing the Virture of one Verſe into his Soul, as appears by his Diary. And this he did, 
not formally as a Task, bur with that effeCtuall ſeriouſneſs and reliſh, that his Fa- 
mily at home, and his Friends abroad (by his Letters) mighr eaſily perceive what 
« d:inties he had been feeding upon. And at every vacant time he would be lookitg 
for a Word, and would find out by his caſual turning down of a Leaf in his Bible, 
(which was his way) ſuch paſſages 2s were very remakable, and not obſerved by him 
before. A Scripture thus mer with was as Food to him, exceeding Iweet to his 
Taſte : He would make much of it, ard uſually would not leave it eill be had Improved 
it to the good and benefit of others either by ſpeaking or writing; endeayouting 
that others might ſee what he ſaw, g2d feel what he feltin the Word of God, 
— An orher PraCtive he bad alſo wif & ſhewed him to be both a goodTex:wary,and a 
' goou Chriſtian, 'and that was uſually to take leave of his Friends and Relations, by 
leaving ſome Scriptures with them, and -thoſe, ſuch as were moſt ſuitable to their 
condition, Nay, he hardly ſent commendations to a Frieyd but it was accompanied 
with ſome pertinent Text of Scripture, ſo that he ſeemed ,to breath no other Air but 
that of Scripture. His Bible was his conſtant Companion inthe Day, and uſually his 
Pillow at Night : and many ſcores. of lively, Emphatical Expreſſions he had found 
therein, which his conſtant reading, and diligence of others could hever light of; 
And where ever he came, he would engrave ſome Scripture or others upon the 
Chimpy-pieces, Walls, and Trees, which was ſo conſtant, and peculiar a courſe with 
him, that his Acquaintance knew well that he h-d been in ſuch a Place, by the Marks 
which he ordinarily thus left behind him: His devign herein being to do good to Souts ; 
that the very novelty of ſeeing ſach things mighe ſer People upon enquiring and 
looking on thoſe Texts in their :B-bles, nor knowing what good one ſuch Verfe bf- 
the Scripture might do, God ſerring it on. h 
At leaſt he tound this advantage co lymſelf, that when he came to a review of 
them, he was put in mind of that frame of Heart he had when he wrore thoſe things, 
and ſo might taſte over again what he before felt in thoſe paſſages of the Word of 
God: He ſedom wrote a Note or Letter bur be concluded with ſome fuirable Text of 
Scripture ( rhe Word of God dwelling plentifully in him.) And in the Memorials before 
mentioned, he intermixed them with Scriptures upon every occaſion, adding in 
the Concluſion, The Texts of Scripture herein mentioned,are beſt worth thy finding, 


.and noteing in thy Life,as they were in be 
| 


His Mo a. —"Hls Moderation to all forts of godly Pedple, though of differing Perſwaſions, was 
cg _ remarkable*: his Heart and heat being wholly taken up with the, great and neceſſary 
Points in Religion which all true Chriſtians agree in : And, . making the Subſtance'6f 
Religion, his work and buſineſs, he never had leiſure, or pleaſure to rrouble himfſe)f 
wich controverted Circumſtances, nor would put his Sou} out of rune with ſuch things 
as had cauſed ſuch jarrings and diſcord among Chriſtians, He was never (or very 
ſeldom, and then not out of choice) heard to Diſcourſe of the dividing Conrcoverſies 
Temprati- Of the times, : : 
ons. — He was exerciſed with a peculiar Tryal ſoon after his entrance, into the Miniſtry, 
and that was by ſtrong, and horrible apprehenſions in the Night ſeaſon, as if he 
were cut in pieces with Knives, or the like, and he was in as real Agonies, and di- 
ſtreſs as if he had felrthe pain of ſuch Torments indeed, This he apprehended to be 


the Buffetings of Satan: They uſed to follow Dayes of great pains, or Dayes of great 
inward 
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inward Comforts, and he was often forced by them to leap our'of his Bed in the 
Night, and to betake himſelf ro Prayer for eaſe and delivery. He would very Pa- 
thericaily bewail thoſe gloomy Nights, and (what cauſe {o ever they proceeded from) 
they were great occaſions to realize the apprehenſions of Hell ro him, and co keep 
him bumble. | 
— Secondly, In his Relative Duties he was abundantly Diligent and Faithful, 
_- Firſt, In bis Family ; be walked in 4 perfett way in the midſt of his Houſe. There he 
conſtantly read the holy Scriptures': A portion of the Old Te/tament in the Morniog, 
and of the New Teſtament in the Evening, and ſung ſome Verſes of the P/aims in 
Order, cy 
— After Reading, he examined every 2 one what they Remembred and Obſerved out pg; %"" 
of the Chapter, and would open and enlarge upon each Portion, and tell them what ric-. 
was moſt obſervable and PraCtical in that Scripture, Neither did he confine Religion 
to theſe Family Duties (as too many do, who from Morning to Evening Prayer ſcarce 
ever think or ſpeak of Spiritual chings) bur: he familiarized holy Deſcourſe in his 
Houſe all the Day long as there was any occaſion and oportunity. He alwayes res 
peated at home the Sermors which he heard abroad. The Lords Day Sermon he 
uſed to repeat the Saturday in the Afternoon following, or ſome other Sermon as a 
preparation to the Sabbarh following. Upon the Evening of the Lord*s Day he would 
rake his Children in private, and their inſtructthem and teach them how to pray. 
— He conſtantly Carechized his Children and Servants twice in the Week, and cauſed Fefts, 
them to get ſome Verſes of Scripture by Hearr, and alſo parc of their Catechiſms 
every day. He had ofcen private Faſits with his Family alone, and was frequent in 
ſecret Humuliation alſo. His ardent defires aften the Sarctification and Salvaticn of 
his Children, and Kindred, was farther evidenr by a Diſcourſe which he wrore for 
his Son, upen 1 Chron, 28.9. And an other which he called .{ Word ro my meer 
Natural Friends upon Iſa. 55. 7. wherein the precious breathirgs of bis Soul after 
their Spirirtual and Erernal welfare are largly manifeſted : And upon the ſame account 
he gave Twenty of Mr, Baxter*s Call to the Unconverted, among his Kindred and 
Servants, in diverſe of which be framed and wrote ſuch pertinent Dialognes as were 
moſt ſuirable to the State of their Souls. 
- 2ly, In his Miniſtry he was indefatigable, He- was in Zabours oft : In Jour- bis Toke 
nings oft, So that we may truly apply to him what the Apoſtle Pan/ ſaid of Timothy, ty. 
Phil, 2.20, We hive no Man like minded that doth naturally care for the State of Sorl;. 
His great forwardneſs and earneſs in this Work : his travelling, and toiling, and pro- 
curing all the help he could for the carrying on this Work, could not have been more 
if he had forſeen the ſhortneſs of his own Days, cor the length of cur Night. And 
the more univerſal was the influence of his Labours, in that he was ftrarg]ly ſtirred vp 
to Preach in ſeveral parts of the County. Both Miniſters and People generally pro- 
moting and accepting his holy and ſincere Endeavours, where Envy or Prejudice did 
not manifeſtly interpole. 
\ When other Miniſters, or himſelf have been imployed in the uſual Courſes of the His Zeal. 
Day, he would often chooſe rather to ſtay and Repeat rhe Morning Sermon to-the 
people at Noon, then go to his Dinner, according to the Example of his dear Maſter 
before him, ob. 4. 33, 34. And indeed his Zeal for the work of God would carry 
him to do more then the itrength of his Body, and the convenience of the people 
could well bear : But as it was fincere)y megnt by him, ſo it was generally well taken 
by them, and God made ir anſwerably beneficial in the event. 
AFather Latimer having ſharply reproved ſome great Offenders in his time, was comi- 
plained of for lack of Diſcretion, which he hearing of, ſaid, He was glad thiy had no- 
thing elſe to charg him with but want of Diſcretion, it being evident thereby that the ſub- 
ſtance of his Reproof was true : So all that could be charged upon this worthy Man of 
God was, that ſommtimes be wanted Prudence in the length and frequency of bis La- 
bours. A thing for which he might be well excuſed; ſeeing ſo few tranſreſs in that 
kind, | | 
_.This good Man, ſuch was his heavenly Spirit and Way in his work, that though Convert 
the matter he brought was ordinary, yet the manner that he delivered it in, was not Ns 
ordinary, and he had great ſucceſs in the Converſion of many Souls ; One that knew 
him well, and of accompanied him when' he went abroad, faich thus : 7 cannot for- 
ger how the People after Sermons would meet him with Tears in their Eyes, ſome following 
him, others thanking him for bis pain, and ſpewing by their very Coumtenances that they 
M 2 had 
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had met with God in the Ordinances : And it's cer tain,that he that winneth Souls ;; wiſe, 
If that great Man on bis Death-bed could profeſs, That one Soul converted by his 
means, miniſtred more Honour and Comfort to him, then all che Honour and Gran- 
deur whick/he bad enjoyed z with what Glory is this holy Man gone off the Stage, 
who was an Infirument in the Hand ot God's Spirit,to convert many, and to convince 
and quicken more. 
Conferzen- __ His converſe was a continual Sermon (as was old Mr. Dods; ) he never went 
— ” abroad but the Miniſter and the warm-hearted Chriſtian went slong_ with bim. He 
was the ſame out of the Pulpit as he was in it, and alively Comment upon thoſe 
words of the Apoſtle: Let your Speech be alwayes ſeaſoned with Salt, that it may mi= 
niſter Grace to the Hearers, - *Y 
— Some that travelled with him many Miles, uſually, upona Religious account, have 
becn almoſt raviſhed in their Souls with his holy and heavenly Diſcourſes ; and into 
whatſoever Houſe he came, either publickly in the Family, or privately in his Cham- 
ber he would go to Prayer, 

--He was undauntedly bold in reproving Sin : Many that accompanied him in his 
Journeys, when in the [nn he hath heard any one Swearing, have obſerved how he 
wouſd Thunder againſt the Swearer, thus: Who was it there that durft abuſe the Name 
of the God of Heaven? And he would ever on purpoſe as he talked with his Friends on 
the way, chooſe ſome weighty Word to utter as be met with People that paſſed by, 
that ſo it might ſtick with them ; and this Bread of his that was thus caſt on the 
Waters, would ſomrimes return to him after many Dayes. 

cavenly. —— He had a ſingular preſence and readineſs of Hearr, and Matter to ſpeak to whom- 
minded Coever he mer on the way,and great condeſcention alſo to explain himſeIf:wherein any 
ncis. . oe did not underſtand him: As once ona Snowy Day, meeting ſuddenly with a 
-- Man driving his Horſes before bim, who thus ſaluted him ; Fell mer Sir : I but (faid 
— Mr. Machin) we ſhall be better mer, if we met in Heayen. Few poor People ever - * 
— went from his Door without a powerful ſpiritual Almes, and he would order them 
—rto have larger Relief who were moſt ready to attend to his heavenly Counſel. 
-- He had an excellent faculty in Diſcourſing with People on the Way, into whom he 
Prudence. yyguld handſomly infinuate himſelf, and would deliver to them very material, and 
yet familiar things. of Eternal concernment; he would find out their Ignorance; 
mightily amaze and convince them, and thereby lay a bappy Foundation of farther 
— acquaintance upon this beſt account, - And he framed diverſe Dialogues on ſuch occa- 
ſions, which are diſperſed in the hands of ſeveral Friends, which ( if they were pub- 
liſhed) would ſhew his excellent Genzw this way. One inſtance hereof is very re- 
markable. of 
- - Riding one Morning to a Lecture, he met with ſome young Men that were carry- 
as. ing their Cocks to a Cock-fight ; he overtaking them, ſaid thus to one of them : 
Friend, our Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chrilt zever came into the Wurld to ſet up ſuch Sports 
as theſe, Theſe Words, and ſome further Diſcourſe (though the young Man went 
on ro his Paſtimes that day) ſtuck- like an Arrow in his Side, and he could not be 
quiet till he had learned what Minilter this was, after which he gained acquaintance 
with him, and ſo laid theſe and his other Sins co Heart as made a bleſſed change in 
his courſe of Life. 
—=He was a zealous improver of good Society : his ordinary Viſits were ſeldom con- 
Zcal. cluded without \Prayer before he parted with his Friends, And when diverſe good 
People were all Night together, he would engage them to pray one for another, 
and one after an other : and he would cauſe them to produce their ſeyeral Evidences 
for Heaven, He would ſomtimes raiſe up the Company an hour before Day that 
they might pray and weep together, that the Fire might not go out upon the Hearth 
of their Souls, being by theſe means ſo conſtantly blown up and kept alive : yea, the 
very Crumbs of Piety that fell from him art his Table, were moſt Heavenly and re- 
freſhing, and a plain Argument that it was his Meat and Drink to do his Fathers Will, 
and to finiſh his work. 
=. [AHe had ingenious Deviſes and witty Artifices (flowing from his rooted affection to 
God) whereby, after ſpme ſolemn Dayes, he would engage his Chriſtian Friends to 
a cloſer walking with God : Take an Inſtance of one or two of them, as himſelf left 
upon Record, X 


Courage. 


” 


Articles 


of Mr. John Machin. 


Articles between Chriſt and Tivo Soul:, 


/ x, That we be his willing, loving, and obedient Spouſes. , 

- 2. That we labour by all means to kzow more of his Mind, and then to tell it one FX 
to an other, and draw to the Pradtice of ir. MI 
- 3. Thar We bealwayes Jealous, leſt each other take his room, and to be indiffe- 
renc and m6derate in every thing and to every one but to him and his, 
> 4. Laos whatſoever Creatures are betwixt us, they be improved to the higheſt 

advantage betwixt Ceriſt and our Souls, | | | AY 
= 5. That we connive not at Sin in each other, but be tender of one anothers Souls 
and Bodies. | 

— 6, That we love and live each Day as the laft. | IS 

« 7, That we faithfully endeavour the performance of each others Will whilſt living, 
and when dead, ſo far as Reaſon and Religion may bind, 

- 8. That we be in every Condition more willing co go live with Chrif, our Hul- 
band, then to ſtay bere one with an other for Pleaſure-ſake. | ; 
- 9. That we endeavour ſeaſonab leneſs and ſuitableneſs in every Dary, &c. 

An other was to this Effett, 


— Seabridg, Oftober 8th, where God's Name was that day recorded; Before the 

Lord, and in his ſtrength I promiſe to draw near to God, believing that he will draw 

near to me. [I paſs away ard part with mine own power to him, that I may be hig 

and not an others, Subſcribing with Heart and /fand, Praying nd Believing that 

the Lord will undertake for me, thar I never go back in a Thought; or elſe this will 

ſtand in full force againſt me at that Great day to come, P44. 4. 13. H. N. Can, 8. 

5. 7. M4. Pſal. 119. 106. f. M. Zech. 8. 21, 4. M. Pal. 119. 80. N. B. Tſa. 38; 

10. E. H. 2 Cor, 3.5, Oc. | 

--He highly eſteemed the prayers of his Friends, and was a very faithful Remem- 

brancer of them that defired his prayers; which he uſed ro do with that beartineſs, , 
Sympathy, and enlargedneſs of Heart, that it would work much upon their Hearts, His Pray- 
and engage them to more ſeriouſueſs in their own buſineſs, and in AﬀeCtion to him, ** 
that ſo kindly concerned himſelf in their Aﬀairs, And he would plead with God very 
fervently in their abſence,nort only to farisfic his Conſcience,and to make good his pro- 
miſe of remembring them, but ſought with ſtrong cries co prevail for them. And be- 
ſides that frequent courſe which he held, of putirg all preſent to tell him, before 
'Prayer began, what they would have chiefly beg'd for them at the Throne of Grace; 

by which means they were ſent into their own Souls, to ſtudy their preſent, and ſpi- 
ritual Condition. - 
— Concerning this a dear Friend faith thus : he gave this Rule touching praying for 
Friends, which I have ever ſince endeavoured to make my DireCtory in that caſe : 
Alwayes when you think of your Friends, let it be with a Praying Thought, He would Note. 
ſomrimes cauſe his intimate Friends to write down in his Daj-book, what ſpecial 
things they ſhould intercede for in one anothers behalf ill heir next meeting, 

— His Letters were frequent and very heavenly ſet : He commonly ſet time apart 

for writing ſuch Letters ; and he ſeldom wrote about any buſineſs, but Religion was His Lets 
interwoven, and ſuch plenty of apt and ſweet Scriptures and -Poſtſcriprs, yea; ſom- rets. 
times ſome Texts of Scripture would be endorſed on the outſide of his Lecrers, when 

they were ſent Friends hand,[n this proficable and uſeful part of friendſhip he was 

frequent and algdant. Probably there yet remain many Hundreds of Letters inthe 

hands of-hig s where there was ſcarce a Word but abour Religion, 
_ He was eminent in real Charity. He ſympathized with thoſe that were in ſtraits Hi:Chariry! 
and affliſtion, and had a ready hand to help them. He was liberal according to his 

power, yea,and beyond his power. In his accounts to hisFather fromCambriag be ſeldom 

found leſs then Twelvepence a Week to the Poor, beſides ſomrimes halfa Crown at a 

time. After his coming into the Country ir was his delight to engage others, and to 

ſtir them up by his own Example in his liberal Contributions upon good occaſions, 

p'ring Twenty-ſhillings, yea, ſomtimes five Pounds ar a time co Charitable uſes; , > 

omtimes he would make a ſtock for ſuch as were poor and pious ; ſomrimes to help 

a Miniſter out of his ſtraits, which bath occcaſioned the Bowels of many to blels 

God in his behalf. by 3s 
To be brief; he was a Star of the firſt Magnitude inthe impartial Judgment of 

thoſe that knew him throvghly. An eminent Divine, writing familiarly co bit, Girl 
thus : 


The Life and Death 


LE, 


Dearth fore- 
lecn. 


Death pre- 
parcd tor, 


His Sick» 
nct3, 


thus : Dear Brother [ earneſtly deſire coreſpondence with thee : Thy Letters are preci- 
ous and weighty to my Soul : Thou art more in my Heart, and Eye, and Thought: than 
all the Acquaintance 1 have intheWorld: TI have ſeen that in thee that hath not a little 
convinced me of the Keality of Religion. Theſe are not the Words of a Flatterer, but the 
over flowing of a Sincere Heart, &c. | 3” NS. 
If we view him in bis Natural and Moral accompliſhments ; in his Graces; in his 
Relations; in his Publick, and Private bebaviour, and in his true Humilty and Sin- 
cerity, which crowned all the reſt, we muſt needs ſay, That he feared God above 
many, and hath lefe but few ſuch Miniſters behiad him. | 

— He was very apprehenſive of his Death long before it came. In a Letter, dated 
May, 1659: concerning an Old Diſciple, be faith : Will he nor let me ſee him before 1 
die? And in an orcher in November following, he hath theſe Words, Lam.3.21,22,23, 
24, 25, 32. To which let Thoughts be diretted-when vo more u« to be ſeen, or heard of 
me, but that I am Thy Friend in ſtore : - Not loſt, but laid up, J. M. And in March, 1663, 
He complained of frequent dejeRedneſs and Melancholly : And this paſſage he bad in 
a Letter, 7uve 28, 1664.1 have been very Melancholy ſome while by firs,whence this pro- 
ceedes I know not : But the All-wiſe God whoſe ways are paſt finding out, knew well. 
thar the ſhadows of the Evening were coming upon him. 

— Az he was removing to Seabridg, be took in-his way the Houſe of a worthy Gen- 
tleman, where he treated of theſe Words, A. 20. 24. Neither count T life dear un- 
to my jelf : Se 6hat I might finiſh my comrſe with Joy, &c. Which he ſtudied, and Preach- 
cd as his loſt farewel to thisWorld, being in a weak and ſickly condition : And not long 
before he had made many Sermons upon Rewel. 22. 3, 45. Which were a ſweat pre- 
paration to Life everlaſting, 


—s At Scabridg he grew worſe and worſe, and in the iſſue it proved an high Malig- 


nant Feayor. Hereupon his Wife was ſent for, who at her coming found him in his 
Bed, and he told her, that he- was ill, but whether it were Life or Death he would 
not chooſe, but his Father ſhould for him. The fir ſeaſon of opening a Vein ( by rea- 
ſon of the Phyſiefans abſence from home) was miſſed, and ſo his Diſtemper prevailed. 
Once looking-kis Face in the Glaſs, be brake out very affeCtionatly into theſe Words : 
Ah Adam, Adam, What haſt. thou done ? What a beantiſul, happy Creature waſt thou ; 
but now how Poor, and ſorrowſul art thou? Ah Adam, What haſt thou done ? "Theſe 
words greatly affected ſome that were with him. 

His Diſtemper grew higher, and his Spirits lvwer, which were deadned in him, in- 
ſomuch as when his Wife and Children were about him, and ſhe ſaid ro him, Love, 
thou ſaiſt nothing to me, nor to thy Children; he only anſwered, that he had faid to 
her, and to them roo. O how good therefore is it for Wives and Children to ob- 
ſerve and remember.what Parents and Husbands ſay to them in health, not know- 
ing which Counſel may be their laſt, and that muſt ſtand for their Death-bed charge 
to them. 


_— Seprember the 4th, being the Lord's-day, though by reaſon of bis Diſcaſe he was 
ſcarce ſenſible, yer perceiving it to be the Lord's-day, he would needs be holpen up, 


His Dcath, 


and ſupported by Pillows, that he might kneel, and be in a praying poſture, though 
he was diſabled from the performance of the Duty. 


— Upon Tweſday, September the 6th, Anno Chriſti, 1664 : This Holy Man breathed his, 


laſt, being the 17:4 day of his Sickneſs, and in the Fortieth Year of his Age; and 
was buried September the 8:hat Newcaſtle, with a particular Euloggby the Preacher, 
and with the deep grief off all the Congregation. Scarce any Tay. no ſooner, 


and lived no Jonger,hath done fo much good in the World,as he didnibis' Capacity. 

A Pious Divine,who at this time is a ignitary in the Church, gives this Charater 
of him; 7 am (laith he) ſo well ſatisfied, as to his extraordinary Piety in general, 
which I never yet heard, or believe, that he departed from, that I wiſh my everlaſting 
Portion may be with him : And afterwards he adds : To conclude, I never knew one more 
publick ſpirited, more ſenſible of Mens ſpiritual neceſſities, and more ready (to his abil- 
lity) to ſupply them: More zealous for God's Glory, more delighted, inceſſant, 1MPort tis 
nate, and ſuccesful in Prayer, and more thankſulh ſenſible of the Retwrns thereof, then 
this Holy Perſon was z of whom this degenerate World waz not worthy, and therefore, ha- 
ving been abundant in rhe work of theLord,God hath ſatisfied hin with never ending Expe- 
riences,” that his Labour (from which he now reſts) may not be in vain in the Lord, 


Hallalujah 


The 
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of Dr. Samuel Winter, 
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The Life and Death of Dr.S.onuel Winter, who died 41.Chriſti, x 666. 


— C\ Amnel Winter was Born Anno Chriſti, 1603 at Balſal, in the Waodland part His Birth 
of IV. rwickſhire,about Seaven Miles from Coventry, of Religious Parents ; His Parentige 
Father was a Yeoman of good account, When our Samac! was about twelve £24 Educa- 
Years old, it pleaſed God, by the Miniſtry ofone Mr. S/ader,then Preacher at the **" 
Chappel of Knowl, in Balſal Pariſh (if I miſtake not) who, in a ſpecial manner was ;,. 
broughc thirther by Samwel's Fathers Intereſt,and induſtry,to awaken his Conſcience, ; 
and ro make him ſerious about the things which concerned his everlaſtingSalvation z — 

=As alſo to ſtir up in him earneſt defires of doing good to the Souls of others; for — 

- which end one Day as he came from School,abour a Mile from his Fathers houſe he 7; 

-retircd himſelCunder a Hedge to pray z and among other Petitions, he begged of God His Prayers 

- that he would qualifie and fir him for the work of the Miniſtry, and make his la- — 
bours effeCtua), and ſucceſful therein : Ar which time he (ar leaft thought that he) — 
heard a voice ſaying to him z God hath heard thy Prayer, and deſigned thee for that work, 
and thou ſhalt be an Inſtrument of converting many Souls to God: This exceedingly chear- God's an» 
ed up his Hearr, inſomuch as, coming home, he applied himſelf to his Father, hum- *Y* 
bly requeiting that he mighr be crained up for the Miniſtry. His Father asked bim 
the reaſo.1 of choſe deſires ? He rold him, what a Prayer he had made to God, and 
what return he had from God to ir. 

—His Facher, being mach affected herewith ; ſoon after ſent him to the Free-School x, ſent to 

in Coven't,, where, through his extraordinary diligence and induſtry, he made fo School and 
googl a progreſs in Grammer-learning,that, though at near Fourteen Years of Age, he Univer fitys 
underſtood nothing, or very little of the firſt Rudiments of Grammer, yet within a 

few Years he became fir for the Univerſity ; and accordingly he was ſent to Cambriag, 

and placed in 2wcens-Colledg, and had, for ſomrime, that famous Dr. Preſton for his 

Tutor. At the Feet of that Learned Gamilie}, thoſe Natural, and Gracious abilities His profici- 
which he brought along with him, were much improved ; and partly by the dire. cncy. 

tion and help of ſo excellent a Gz:4, and partly by God's Bleſſing upon bis unwearied 
ſtudies, he attained to agreat meaſure of Knowledge, both in the Tongues and Arts, 
and alſo in Divinity. 

— When he had Commenced Maſter of Arts, being. as yet unwilling to enter upon 
that great and dreadful work of the Miniſtry, he left Cambridg and went-to Boſton in 
Lincolnſhire, where he lived under the Miniſtry of Holy and Learned Mr. Jobs Cotton, 
out of whoſe Family ( ſomcime after ) he married a Wife, one Mrs. Ann Beeſton, a 

gGeptlewoman of & good Extraftion, and one that had a confiderable Portion, that 
Mitch being of Mr. Corron's contrivance. 

— After his Marriage, and his continuance with bis Wife, in Mr, Cotton's Family, he ,.. 
fell into a dangerous, *and vivlent Feavor, which, in the judgment of his Phyſicians, -——_ 
was deſperate, and lefr no hopes of hs Recovery, , His Wife being much attefted yi; Sick 

© and afflicted herewith, he would often comfort her, telling her that he ſhould not Die nc(s. 
at this time ; for that God had nor yet fulfilled bis Promiſe made to him in his Youth, 
wherein he had aſſured him that he ſhould be an gnſtroment of converting many 
Souls unto him, And accordingly he recovered, and then reſolved to apply himſelf 
to the work of the Miniſtry. ; 

—And being more ambitious to do God and his Church-ſervice, then to advance him- jig rocove- 
lf in the World, he removed from Boſton to a ſmall Living, near Nottingham, ry: 

—_ Woodborow, where by his painful and powerful preaching (many out of the = firſt 

eighbouring Towns flocking -to his Miniſtry, as the Doves ro their Windows) the yo 
» Seeds of Grace (through God's bleſſing upon his Labours ) were ſown in the Hearts (4cce(sfal, 
of many, which ſprang up, and ſome of them remain unto this Day. This place he 
always highly eſteemed, and would often call ir, His firſt Born. 
— From Woodborow he was removed to the City of York, in which great and populous ph 

Ciry he continued a LeCturer for ſome time, and as there he had great opportuniries ,, x, , 

for ſervice, ſo had he great ſucce(s, receiving there a manifelt Sesl ro his Miniſtry, 
in the Converſion and Confirmation of many. But our Civil Wars breaking ouc 
abour zbat time, he could ſtay no longer at ork, Yet, though the Door was ſhut up 
againſt him in that place, an other large and effectual Door was opened for him 
ellewere, For Cotringham (a gteat Town within three Miles of Hui) being _ de- 
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Marriage. 


cd for Irc- 
land. 
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ro lreland. 


His fr2quent 
Preaching. 


He fers up 
a Lecture. 


He is order- 


fiture of a Paſtor, thither he was (by a more than ordinary Providence) brought : 
And in that place, for abour the ſpace of Eight Years, he continued to be a burning 
aud a ſtirins Light as it was ſaid of fohn the Baptiſt : Burnitg1n his Zeal and DoQtrine, 
and ſhining in bis Holy , and Exemplary Life and Converſation, There he was ex- 
ceeding Active, and Induſtrious for God. 


[is Ditz. He thought no pains roo great whereby the Peoples Souls might be edified. He 
| - and preached twice every Lord's 4ay tO them in publick : He expobnded tbe. Chapters 


which he read, and Catechiſed the younger Perſons : In rhe Evening he repeated the 
Sermons in kis own Family, to which many of the Neighbours allo reſorted, On the 
Week days be took occaſion ro go from Houſe co Houſe, inſtructing rhe Ignorant, and 
endeavouring ro build up his Pariſhoners in their moſt Holy Faith; and God was 


' pleaſea fo to bleſs his Labours, that he became inſtrumental of begetting many Song 


«nd Daughters unto God, as alſo of confirming many, who attained (partly by his 


'publick Miniſtry, and partly by his private pains) a great meaſure of Grace and 


Gifts, ſo thar they made Conſcience of the ſtrict Obſervation of rhe Lord's day, of * 
Cloſer and Family Dutics, and of other Spiricual Services required by God as fruits of 


their Faith, . 


\— He was ſo meek and affable in his deportment towards all Men, that his Company 


was plcafing and delightful, even ro many of thoſe that had no reliſh of his Dotrine, 


| Ar Cottingham he buried his loving and dearly beloved Wife, who left him five Sons : 


which !ois yer was (through God's merciful Providence) abundantly repaired in his 
ſeco:4 Marriage about three Years after) with Mrs Elizabeth Weaver, the Daugh- 
tc: of Chriſlepher Weaver, Eſq; with whom he hada good Portion, and ihe ,oroved ro 
ke excellently quallified, for the good and comfort both of him and his Children : 
And God was pleaſed fo to bleſs her Prudent managment of his outward affairs, thar 
when ke died he left a plepriful Eftare to his Children, beſides all choſe Afts of more 
then ordinary Bounty, which, buth in his Life, and at the time of his Death he 


reliified his Fairh by, 


——4nro Chriſti 1650, the Powers who were then in Being, reſolved to ſend over 


four Commiſſioners into /reland, for the ſettlement of thar diſtrafted, and almoſt 
ruined Kingdom ; and judging itneceſlary ro ſend with them a godly, able, and Or- 
rhodox Divine, they ordered that Mr. Winter ſhould attend theſe Commitlſioners thi- 
ther. Which order of theirs, being ſent ro him ro Cortingham where he then lived, 
he looked upen it as a clear Call from Gog, Yet for his better ſarisfation, he ad- 
viſed alſo with his Friends, and begged direCtion from God in a buſineſs of ſo weigh- 
1y concernment ; after which be chearfully embraced this Call, hoping that God 
would bring ſome Glory to his own Name, by the Labours of him his 6nworthy Ser- 
vant, in that Kingdom, And ſo, not conſulting with Fleſk and Blood, which mighc® 
have ſuggeſted ro him that it would be an unadviſed ACt, and difſadvantagious to him 
ro part with fo-rraftable, and loving a People, and with ſo good a Rettory (ir being 
above Four hundred Pounds a Year) and ro, caſt himſelf upon Strangers, neither 
knowing, nor capitulating with rhem what his Salary ſhould be for the maintenance 
of himſelf and his Family, And ſo,Reſigning up his Living, ke prepared for his Jorney. 


—— At his coming over into /reland, the Commiſſioners allowed him bur One hundred 


Pounds for the firſt Year, which yer be chearfully accepred of though ir did nor de- 
fray the charges of his Tranſportation, with ſuch neceſlaries as he provided for the 
comfortable accommodation of himſelf and Family : Much leſs did it repair the loſles 
which he ſuſtained thortly after his Landing, when the /r:fo Army took from him 
diverſe Horles of a good value, which he carried over with him. A great parc of his 
worldly delight conſiſting in keeping good Horſes, | 


—— In this his firſt Year be attended the Commiſſioners in ſeveral Journies, which they” 


made into the Four Provinces of /relaud, was their Houſhold Chaplain, performed Fa- 
mily Duties, and Preached in publick every Lord's day wherever they came: And 
in the City of D=blin (where they reſided the greateſt part of their rime) he preached 
ſomrimes twice every Lords-day in Chriſtchurch before the Commiſſioners, the Lord 
Maior,8 Aldermen of that City; many:Gentlemen & others reſorting to his Miniſtry. 


—— Not long after, ſome other Miniſters coming from England to Dablin, the Com- 


miſſioners ( for the eaſe of Mr. Winter) uſed ro requeſt one or other of them to 
preach in the Morning, reſerving Mr. Winter for the Afternoon, at which time was 
the greateſt Azditory, But he, not being willing to be oat of imploymenr, ſer up 


a LeCture, where he preacued every Sabbath Day in the Morning at Seayen a Clock, 
n 
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in the Church of Sr. Nicholas, within the faid City : And this Lefture was frequent - 
ed by che Commiſſioners, Civil Magiſtrates, and many others, ſo that he bad a very 
frequent Congregation ; and to encourage poor People to. come. to Church, be 
cauled ſome white Loaves to be diſtribuced among them always when the Sermon 
was ended at his own coſt. | 
About this time the Commiſſioners raking notice that Trinity Cofedge by Dablin, 
through the — of the Times,and the diſtraQtions of that Kingdom, was left de- 
folate by the Fellows and Students, and thereby brought almoſt to ruine, they 
choughc ic their Duty, for the advancement of Religion and Learning, to. endeavour 
the reſtauration of the fame: And for that end they appointed the ſaid Mr. Winter, E 
to be the Prove/t, or Maſter of it; where alſo, after a time, he commenced Dottor OP ORDFYL 
of Divinity," having with fingular Applauſe and Approbation, . performed all Atts and Provoſt of 
Exerciſes belonging thereunto, He alſo our of his care and zeal to promore ſo pious theColledg. 
and profitable a work, ina ſhort time he .encouraged,and procured the return of divers His Pro- 
of the Fellows and Students to the Colledge, 3s alſo the coming over from England gence and 
of ſeveral hopeful young Schollars, whereby. the Colledge was ſuddenly. filled and Faithful- 
repleniſhed with many Religious and hopeful young Men, who were likely to prove "<bs- 
Initruments of God's Glory in the work of the Minittry and other ways. - 
And by the great pains which he rook with them, inſtruCfting them, both in Hu- 
mane and Divine Learning, Preaching and Expounding the Sacred Scripcures to them, 
and often Praying with them both in the Colledge Chappel, and. ſomtimes in.his 
own Lodgings, he gave as great Hopes of the flouriſhing of that Seminary of Learning 
and Piety, as in any Colledge in Chriſtendom. And there they to retaliate his care and 
ains, ,gave him an Honourable Teſtimonial under the Colledge Seal, which is bere 
inſerred, __ 
Omnibus Chriſti Fidelihus ad quos preſentes Litere pervenerint, Salutem in Chriſto He is made 
Domino ſempiternam. Nos Vicecancellarizs Unverſuatis, & Socii ſemores Collegii San- Doctor. 
Az & [ndividu# Trinitatis j#xra Dublin, Teſt arwur Virum venerabilem Dominum Sa- 
muel Winter, Anglum, Yerbs D.vini Predicatorem fidelem, verg Religionss vindicens 
acerrimum, & ac —_ S. S. Trinitatis in [laſtri Academia Canrabrigenſi Liber «- 
lium Artinm,& $, Theologie olim ſiudioſum,adduttum ſwiſſe ad nos cum uberrimis Teſt i= 
moniu ingenaitatis, probitatis, Dottrine,& Stientie,Theologica (quorum meritor um ſuorum 
& ſtudiorum luculent:iſſumum Documentum fampridem, tam publice quam privatim in cele- 
berrima Civitate Dublinienfi laudabiliter & egregie -dederitY ad capeſſendnim Gradun 
Dottoratns in Theologia ; & illorum, plurimorumque dottiſſimorum te meliore nota vire- 
rum, optime habilem, idoneum, & _ teftimoniis juditatum ſuiſſe; munere; officio, 
dignitate, & honwe Dottoratus in Taeologia, Nos itaque quibus ejus virtutum « xcel- 
lentia, meritarum copia, dinturna ſtudia, pervigileſque labores innotuerunt, babita ra- 
tone [cientie, tloquentie, doctrine, facultatis Theolegice, peritie Diſpmtandi, interpre- 
tands, concionandi, & aliarum Virintum, & morum ejuſdem Samuels Winter, quoruns 
omnium certiſſimum ſpecimen laudabiliter, egregie, mag:ſtralittr, & more Dottores dede- 
rit publice 6 ſuggeſts per tres Dies in Collegui ſacello. Nos ig1tur in generand? Unverſi- 
tatis noſtre conſeſſu, eundemw Samuelem Winter «nazimiter:romniumque ſoffragiis mm 
Chriſti nom:ine approbamim, © jic approbatum Dottorem in univerſa Theologia ſolenniter 
pronuntiavimu, declaravimur, & fecimus, Brod noſtrum Teſtimonium ut omnibus 
innoteſc.t, ſubſcripts ſingulorum nominibus, E pablico Collegii noſtri Sigillo corroborars 
& muniri curavimus ; Decimo ſeptimo Die Auguſti, Anno Domini Millefimo; 
ſexcenteflimo quinquageſſimo quarto, 


Hen. Jones. nao 
| Pro- Cancellarius, 2" 
Miles Symmer,. | Nab;zdovie.. -- - 
Williamſon, Jobdtnes Stearne, 
Adam Culacke; 


Whilſt Dr. Winter continxed Provoft of thar Colledge, he had occaſion ta go to a place His erea? 
called Monouth, 4 populons Town, about ten Miles from Dublin ; where ( according Saccels. 
to bis cuſtom in moſt places where he came) he Preached and ſound the Ptople ery arten- 
tive ro his Miniſtry, and deſirons to be inſtratitd In the way to Heaven : whereupon, at the 
earneſt requeſt, both of the Miniiter, and of divers others of the Inhabitants b: rode 


over to them every three Weeks, and OI, 2008 he contiged for ſome Years, [we 
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— God was pleaſed to bleſſed bis Labours for the Converſion of many Englifb and Iriſh 
that flocked ro hear him. | 
He comes __. The Reaion of his leaving that Univerſity and Kingdom is well known unto many, 
_ =" and he came away to his great outward prejudice, the Colledge being indebted to 
62" him in a conſiderable Summ of Monies, which he bad disburſed for the uſe thereof, 
ſome part whereof, ſince his Death they have paid ro his Son. ft 
__— Being returned into England, he and bis Wife ſojourned with ſome Friends, ſom- 
times in andabout Weſt-Cheſtey : Sorntimes at Coventry, and other ſomtimes with his 
Wives Relations in Hertfordſhire, and Ratlandſbire; in which places (through God's 
bleſſing ) he became an Inſtrument of much good, not only in the Families wherein 
_ Inku- he abode, but alſo to ſeveral Neighbours with whom he converſed. | 
| <4 _——Thus we have a brief Narrative of the moſt remarkable paſſages of this Holy Mans . 
/ Life ; we are now come to the laſt Scene, wherein we ſhall find that ſaying verified 
and made good, ita quals, Finis talis: His Humble, and Holy Life being conclu- 
ded with a Comfortable and Glorious Death, His Sun did not ſer under a Cloud, but 
fhone out with a more bright and greater luſtre then is ordinarily (cen, It was his 
main Deſign and Buſineſs to glorike God in his Life, and Ged did highly honour 
him at his Death, as will appear by that which follows. | 
| — «Whilſt he was in Ratlandfhire, on Thurſday, Ottober the 13th, Anno Chrifti 1666, 
His fickrels, he rode to a Neighbouring Town to afſilt in carrying on aday of Humiliation, where- 
in, baving wearied his Body and ſpent his Spirits, he was fain ro defer his return home 
till the next day, On the Lord's day following, he exerciſed twice for the InſtruQi- 
on of the Family wherein he abode ; and at his going to be Bed, he found himſelf not 
_ well. On Munday he continued ill, yet aroſe, came down and performed Family 
Duties. 

Ar Dinner he could eat but little, and at Night went il] ro Bed, yer ſlept pretty 
well, only both thoſe Nights he complained of a pain in bis righr ſide, and be had 
frequent provocation to Vomit, but without effect. Oft he found himſelf a cold; 

! yet when he came a little tothe Fire, he was too hot in his own ſence, infomuch as 
his Friends about him judged that it would turn to an Ague. 

— Wedneſday and Thurſday his Diſtemper continued, and on Friday m__ himſelf ſtill 
to grow weaker and weaker, he defired bis Will might be fairly engrofled, which lay 
by him written with his own Hand, and withal, he laboured to perſwade his Wife to 
be content and willing to part with bim : Adding, That it would not be long ere they 
ſhould meet again : and then he pur up carneſt Prayers unto God for her, and for 
other of his Relations. 

_—— Upon Friday be fat up all the Day, but ſtill continued under his Bodily Diſtempers, 
and finding his ſtrength to decay. he would often repeat that of the Pſalmiſt, The 
Zeal of thy Honſe hath eaten me up. On Saturday he Sealed and publiſhed his Wil, 
complaing all that Day of the Cramp in his left Leg. In thie Evening he went to Bed, 
and in the apprehenſion of thoſe about him, ſlept well chat Nighr, 

—Abourt ſix a Clock on the Lord's day Morning, he raiſed himſelf wp in his Bed, and 
with a chearful and loud voice called to his Wife, who lay in a Bed by bim, ſaying, 
Sweet Heart, 1 have been this Night converfing with Spirits. And, as in a Rapture, be 
- cryed out, O the Glories that ave prepared for the Saints of God | The Lord hath been 
pleaſed to ſhew me this Night, the exceeding weight of Glory which in Heaven is laid up 
for his Choſen ones. Saying further, That he had ſtudied, and thought that be knew as 
much what the Glory which in Heaven was, as another Man : But he now ſaw, that all 
the Divines on Earth were but Children in the K nowleage of the great Myſtery of heavenly 
Glory, which the Lord that Night had given him a clearer fight of , then ever formerly he 


bad, That it was ſuch : ape] as could not be comprehenaed by the Wit of Man, with 
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A Viſion of 
Glory- 


like 10ns; and he had his Soul ſo wonderfully elevated, chat 

he found and felt therein. 
—— Then he deſired that hid Relations, and the reſt of the Family might be called up, 
that ſo he might make known unto them that immenſe weight of Glory which that 
Night bad been revealed ro him. When they were Afſembled he did with vehemency 
and intenfion of Spirit, endeavour to diſcover the ſame unto them in the expreffions 
aforeſaid: But he was ſo ſwallowed up in the Contemplation thereof that be could 

not utger what he deſired. 

Repturee, f* And ſo he continued all that day, and even till he died in very kigh Raptures, and 
A great acclamations by way of Thankfulne(s unto God for the Lord 7eſw Chrif, the 
auneain 
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Fountain of that Glorie , and for thoſe evident Diſcoveries of the ſame unto 
him, | , 
— Towards the Evening -of the Zord*s day, an honourable Perſon, together with his 
Lady, and ſome other Friends came to vifir him,. with whom he ditcourſed abour 
Heaven and the things of God as underſtandingly, fervently and fluently as if he had 
enjoyed bis beſt Healch : His underſtanding and Memory continving as {trong and vi- 
gorous as ever: In his Diſcourſe he quoted ſundry Texts of Scripture, citing the 
very Chaprer, Verſe, and Words, and explaining the meaning from the-Hebrew and 
Greek Originals. After this Diſcourſe, which continued about the ſpace of two bours, 
finding bimfelf weary, he berook himſelf to Bed, -all che Company withdrawing into 
another Chamber. And after an Hours repoſe; he deſired that the faid Honourable 
Perſon, with his Lady, and other Friends might be called in again, thar he-mighe 
. ſpeak ſomthing more unto them, and when they, with the reſt of the Family were 
come fnto his Chamber, he rold them that he _chought he had bur a ſhort time to 
live. That he was going unto eſus Chriſt, with him to partake of the falneſs of Pop, 
and of thoſe Rivers of Pleaſure, which God had {© lately diſcovered” unto him, and 
which he had reſerved in Heaven for thoſe that love him and keep hisCommandments. 
O (aid he) if Jou had but 4 thorough frabt thereof, it would make you all to love the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt and Holineſs, which 1 the only way preſcribed by God to. attain to this 
Happineſs, And ſo he went on to magnifie the Riches of free Grace, through which 
alone the Sainrs do come to enjoy that exceeding, exceeding eternal weight of Glory, 
which neither Eje hath ſeen, nor Ear heard, nor can enter jnto the Heart of Man to con- 
CeIVE Of, g* | 
'-— He Yin exhorred them, not ſo much to trouble themſelves in getting aſſurance 
Salvation, as to examine themſelves carefully, diligently whether they were in the 
way of SanCtification : And for this end, he commended two things to their ferious 
Medirations, about which he adviſed them dayly to ask their Souls theſe two Queſti- 
ons : What am 1? Andwhere am 1? What am [? Aml a New.Creatare ? Am | born 
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again ? If ſo, then I bave New Thoughts ; New Words; New Company ; and a New — 
Converſation: All old Thoughts, Words, and Attions will be done away. Secondly,” — 
Where am I ? Am Tin the narrow Path that leads to Life Eternally, or in that Broad 


Way that leads to Death and Damnation ? He rold them, char if any there preſent 
were ſtill in the Broad Way, it had been berrer that chey had never been Born, And 
(aid he) If you will make this your continual Meditation, you cannot miſcarry. And if 
you find your ſelves to be in the Narrow Way of Santtification,ler God alone with the Reft, 
to give you an Aſſurance of your ſuture happineſs, which he will certainly do in his own 
time, / 
— He further declared to them, that as by all his Preaching, through all the courſe.  * 
of his Miniſtry,he had diſcovered and publiſhed this way of Holineſs through Chriſt to- - 
- be the only way to Heaven, ſo could henow at his Death ſer out no other way : And — 
thar if he were again to begin his Miniſtry, he could hold out no other way to attain-- 
unto Glory. And ſo with mach wearineſs-of Spirir, Icoking up towards Heaven, he 
begged of God that the words ofa Dying Man might make a deep impreſſion vpon the 
Hearts of his Hearers ; and that as God had, made him an Inſtrument of converting 
many Souls unto him in hig Life, ſo he would bleſs what he had now ſpoken; that 
ſome one Soul might be wh to feſus Chriſt; by this his laſt Sermon. | 
— Then. he further proceeded to other Holy Diſcourſes and Inſtructions, quoting 
ſundry Texts of Scripture for the proof of what he ſpake naming the Chapters, Verſes, 
and Words of the Texts, which he opened, and explained out of the Originals, with 
that acciirneſs and ſtrength of Words, with that Zeal and Fervency of Spirit as was 
admirable, ſo that he drew Tears from the Eyes of all that were preſent, whecher 
Younger or Elder. And leſt any there preſent ſhould think that his Underſtanding and 
Memory were grown weak, or that he-was overcome through the abundance of Re- 
velations which he had the Night before, to let them know that. he had ſpoken un- 
rorhem the words of Truth and Soberneſs, and that witha perfeCt underſtanding of 
what he ſpake, he made ro them this Narrative following. | | | 

— He told chem thie manter-of his Education in Religion from his Childboad, and of. 
the Vanity which did arrend his yourhful Dayes; and where and how God did ap-. 
pear unto him for his Converſion at Twelve Years of Age, and of the afſarance which 
God had given him (as is before related) that he ſhould be an inſtrument of Converrt-; 
ing many Souls to God : as alfo of his proficiency in Learning from thar very 
fime, * N 2 e 
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- .— He further declared (with Tears trickling down his Cheeks) that he had many and 
many a time in private, before he went to Preach, pur God in mind of his Promiſe ſy 
made unto him, and earneſtly beſought him co make good chat Promiſe, by giving a 
Bleſſing to that good Word of his, which he was then going to deliver, that ſome 
Glory might redound to his Holy Name thereby : To which bis Prayers God had 
often been pleaſed to give a gracious Anſwer, and to let him koow it by the Conver- 
lion of ſome by thoſe very Sermons. 

___—One of his Relations then'preſenr, fearing that his Spirits would be weakened and 
ſpent by that his continued Diſcourſe, - requeſted him ro repoſe bimſelffor a while ; 
to whom he replied with much earneſtneſs and ſtrength of Voice : No, were I ſure 
that this ſhould be my laſt Night (as indeed it proved) and the Jaſt Sermon that I 
ſhould Preach, I would continue it two Hours longer : Adding, that he was not. afraid 
of Death : And turning his Head backward, he ſaid, Death i a Coward ; he comes be. 
hind me: he dares not look me inthe Face, And he further ſaid, The Devil hath oft aſſault- 
ed me in my Liſe time ; but God ſtood by me and gave me ſtrength to reſiſt him, ſo that he 
cold never hurt mr, ' 

All the Day following he lay in heavenly Contemplations and Raptures, often break- 
ing forth in Praiſes unto God for Jeſs Chrift ; and would ſomrimes deſire his Wife, 
and other Friends to rel] him whether he were in the Body or outof the Body, for he 
could not tell, And a Miniſter being then in the Houſe, he defired that he might be 
called in, and when he was come, he propounded the ſame Queſtion unto him, who 
anſwered, That he was in Life, and among his Friends on Earth, and therefore in the 
Body: To this he replied, /r # rrxe, and therewith reſted ſatisfied, and deſired the 
Miniſter to pray with him; which he did accordingly. 

—- His Wiſe told him that ſome Friends there preſent hoped tHfat he might yet recover 
and live: To which he anſwered, Can 4 dead Man live ? Will God work Miraclss? 

' And ſhortly after he ſaid, God i doing great things in the World : And he much be. 
wailed the fad eftate and condition of the Church of Chriſt. 

——— In the Afrernoon finding Death to approach, he often cryed out, O the Power of 
Death. not that he feared it : For it ſhrunk from him: bur he found ſuch a Power in 
Death as none cond know but thoſe that were under it, He alſo wiſhed that his Sons 
had been preſent that they might ſee what the Power of Death was, and what it was 
ro die. He deſired alſo that ſome Neighbours in the Town might be called in, that 
he might Preach his laſt Sermon tothem : And indeed, 'to this very preſent time his 

© Spirits, Speech, and Memory continued very aQtive and ſtrong. 

His Dcath. - About four a Clock in the Afternoon his Wife, and his Wives Brother and Siſter, 

ſtanding by his Bedſide, asked him how he did ? He anſwered, very weak : adding, 
That he was going to eſu4 Chriſt ; and bad themnor to be afraid of Death : with which 
words he put forth his Hand, and ſaid, Brother, Siſter, take Death by the Hand : be 
uot afraid; Death 1s a Comard; be fiyes from me : They found that his Hands were 
cold andclamy, whereby they perceived that he grew near to his end : and himſelf 
not long after, feeling that the diſſolution of his Earchly Tabernacle, was now ap- 
proching ; lifting up his Eyes towards Heaven, he cryed out, Come Lord Jeſus : And 

| preſently, with a ſmiling Countenance, he added, Arr thow come ? And fo he 
breathed out his laſt, and fell a ſleep. 

_—— . Thus Reader, thou haſt had a proſpect of the more conſferable Paſſages of this bleſ- 
ſed Mans Life and Death, Pauſe hear a while, and take a ſecond view of all again, 
and then ſurely thou canſt not but wiſh (though it is defired for thee, that ic may be 
from a better Principle then was in Baalam) Let meidie the Death of this bleſſed Man, 
and let my laſt end be like his. But in vain ſhalt thou wiſh for this, if the Pattern of his 
Holy aud Exemplary Life be neglefted by thee. 

—- Weread of a Perſon of a looſe Life,that hearing what a comfortable end St. Bernard 
made, ſaid to his Companions ; 7 wonld willingly die like St. Bernard, but 1 would live 
with and like you : "Tis toy certain that very many are of the ſame mind : But as it is 
impoſſible, but that an Holy Life ſhould have a bleſſed and happy Death (Mark the 
perſett Man,and behold the Upright : For the End of that Man is Peace,Plal.37.37.) So 
It is as impoſſible (in an ordinary way) that a looſe and wicked Life, ſhould have 
other than a miſerable and uncomfortable Death, though ſome delouſive, fading 
flaſhes of ſeeming Peace and comfort they may ſomtimes have which are but as a 
Blaze of Thorns which is ſuddenly extin& : For God himſelf hath ſaid it, There 5 no 
Peace to the wicked ( Iſa, 48. 22,) And again : The wickgd are driven away in their 

id "© wickedneſs 
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wick edneſs : but the Righteous kait kope in bis Death. Impina dum ſpirat Sperat : Sed 
tus cum expat ſverit, The wicked while they live, hope, but with a vain, and 
ungrounded hope : But the Righteous hope when they die, with a lively, and well 
grounded hope chat never leaves them till ic brings them to the fruition of the thing 
hoped tor. 
he: yet remains ſomthings to be ſpoken which could not well be reduced to 
any one part of the Narrative of this worthy Perſons lite, becauſe they did (like fo 
many Golden Threads) paſs through the whole Web: Or like the Spirits in the Blood, 
which run through the whole Body; and therefore theſewere thought fic to be reſer- 
ved to the cloſe of all,that the Reader!may have a view of them altogether. And they 
are ſuch Gifrs and Graces as were very remarkable in this Man of God : For fo [ 
call him, not only becauſe he was a Miniſter, and ſo God's Servant in a more peculiar 
ſence ; but alſo becauſe of thoſe eminent and excellent Virtues appearing in him, by 
whichGod did (et his Mark or Seal upon bim,as his peculiar Treaſure. And theſe Graces 
were ſo conſpicuous in him, that all chat knew and were acquainted with him, will . 
readily atreſt ro the Truth of chem : And they may be thus ranked in Order, by 
-1. His great Humility and Meekneſs of Spirit. | 
- 2, His Diligence and Induſtry in his Calling, 
-3. His Zealand Fervour, manifeſting it ſelf in his Praying, Preaching, Conference, 
and ſtrict Obſervation of the Lord's Day. 
- 4. His Liberality and Bounty upon all good occaſions. 
—5. His great Candor, and Ingenuity. 
_ 6, His Faith and Parience, 
_ 7. His Power and Preyalency in Prayer, -Eornalf 
 —Firſt, To begin with K:; Humility: as that excefRent Grace which embelliſhed and " is Humulte 
gave a luſtre to all the reſt, and is often enjoyned and preſſed in the facred Scri tures, : 
and was moſt admirable in the Life of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who 
propoſes himlelf as a Pattern to us inthat Grace eſpecially. And ſurely all that knew 
this worthy Doctor, will readily acknowledge this to have been very eminent in him; 
and thar, not only in his Words and Garb, and ſome trivial Actions, which may 
eaſily be perſonated and counterfeired (as they were in that Frier, who always went 
ſeemingly dejetted, and looking downwards towards the Earth, until he was choſen — 
and made the Abbot of the” Monaſtry, and then he alrered his Mode, and gave this — * 
Reaſon of it ; That he had long been looking for the Keys of the Abby, and that now, ha- 
ving found them, he needed no longer do according to his former cuſtom. , 
— But in our Doctor, Humility was of an higher ſtrain, of a more Noble Origi- 
nal, and deeplier radicated in his Heart. And truly it was the more admirable and 
Exemplary in him, having divers ſingular endowments which might have elevated and 
puffed up his Heart with Pride ; as, a plentiful Eftate; was of a conſiderable Rank in 
the World, and of great Abilities : But theſe were poor things .in his eſteem. He 
could condeſcend roMen of the loweſtRank.He uſed to magnifie the abillities of 6bers 
whilſt he thought and ſpeak meanly of his own, and was not offended if others did 
the like. He could eafily bearthe Contradictions of others,and ſtoop to the meaneſt Of- 
fices if thereby he might do good to Souls. It's well known that he would go to the 
pooreſt Neighbours Houſes in his Pariſh, and there fir and diſcourſe with them about 
the-great and weighty concernments of their Souls ; Quſtioning with, and inſtrufing 
them in the Principles of Religion; and at his Departure would give them ſome Mo- 
ney, that by his Deeds he might add the more weight to his Words, and make his Prudence. 
next Return the more Welcome. . And this he did, not to gain Profelytes to himſelf, 
ora Name among Men, but to win them to Chriſt, and to be a means in furthering - 
the Eternal Salvation of their Souls, | 
— Secondly, His Diligence and Sedulity in his Calling was very Great and Exemplary. Induſtry. 
A hard Student he was all a long, and fo he continued to the Jaſt. Tis ſcare credible, 
but to thoſe that ſaw and knew it, what a great number of Books were. found in his 
Library, filled with Tranſcriptions out of the Authors which he read over ; Beſides, 
pieces of Controverſies, and Obſervations of his own. And indeed, there were few 
Books that he Read; but he took Notes out of them, and made Marks in them of 
what was moſt conſiderable. To which if we ſhall add all his Manuſcripts (which had 
been the Summ of near Twenty Years Study) loſt in the time of the late Wars, we 
cannot but conclude him to have been a moſt Faithful, and painful Labourer,in-the 
Lord's Vineyard. His daily Practice declared him to be a'Perſon very careful to re- 
deem time, and as fearful ro loſe; or miſpend and waſte it. As 
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Tine im- — As ſoon as he was up in the Merning, whilſt he dreſied himſclf, either his Wife or 


bro\ C + 


——— 


_ 


a Servant read to him ſome Chapters in courſe, out of the Old and New Teſtament, 
When he was dreſt, he retired himſclf into his Study, where he ordinarily continged 
till he was called down to Prayer and Dinner : After which, for. better digeſtion, be 
nrctmitted his Studies, and rook opportunities of Diſcourſe with Friends and Neigh- 
hours that came To viſit him, who knew that ro be-the only time wherein they might 
find him at leaſure : For he uſed ro forbid them coming to him in the Forenoon, that 
ſh h's Srudics might not be interrupted. And then atcer two or three Hours inter- 
miſſin, he -returned into his Study again, where, for the moſt parr, both in Sum- 
mer znd Winter he continued till about Eight a Clock at Night, ſeldom eating any 
SUPPE r, Or Very ſparingly, . . 

When ia the Evening he was come down, calling his Family together, he read a 
Chapter in covurle, gave the Senſe of ir, went to Prayer, and fo to Bed, often grudg- 
ing the time thar he ſpent in fleep, and eating, Here alſo may be added, that as it 
w2s his care to be well prepared before he went to Preach (for he would nor offer 
cither to God or Man that which coſt him nothing) ſo did he ſtrive ro ger his Heart 
in*o a right frame for Preaching, that from the Heart he might ſpeak ro the Hearts 
of his Hearers, as he uſed often ro fay: And to obtain aſſiſtance from God therein, 
te uſtd by private Prayer to beg God's Bleſſing upon his Labouurs, It was his frequent 
ſayirg, Thar he was as circumipect and diligent in ſtudying what he was to deliver, 
as if he expected no efliltznce from Chri#, yer when he came to Preach, diſowning 
his own” endeavours, he wholly caſt himſe}!f upon Zeſus Chriſt for ſtrength and affi- 
ſtance as if he had not ſtudied at all. And that God many times ſuggeſted ſuch mat- 
ter into his mind in the delivery of his Sermons, as he had not thought on before, 
which a!ſo he obſerved, God did abundanily bleſs ro the comWrr and edincation of his 
Audirory, 


_ —He would often ſay, That his Opportunities were his Riches, and he was alwayes 


careful ro improve them ; whence it ſeldom came to paſs that he Preached without 
making ſome real impreſſion upon his Hearers, which was diſcoyered by the Tears 
that fell from many of their Eyes. 


His Zeal. ——Thirdly, His Zeal and Fervourdeſerves our ſerious conſideration, It was the Coun- 


Sabbarths 
" Sanctificed, 


ſel of a Grave and Holy Divine, That Chriſtians ſhould take hted that their Old fudg- 
ments did not abate their Youthful Aﬀettions: And certainly there was in this our Old 
Dottor, ſuch warmth of AteCtions as is ſeldom ſeen in ſo ancient a Man, and yet it 
was mannaged with ſuch Chriſtian Prudence, that he exerciſed it, not about light and 
trivial matrere, but about the greater and more ſubſtantial Points of Religion, ard 
that chrough the whole courſe of his Life, Whether he Preached, Prayed, or Diſ- 
courſed about Holy and Divine things,” all was performed, and accompanied with 
much Zeal and warmth of AﬀeCtions : He was Fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord, Rom. 
I2. 11. O how glad was he of an Opportunity of Preaching, and if ( after the black 
day) his Liberty could have been purchaſed by Money, what would he not have gi- 
ven forit? ” | | 


—— He was very affeQtionate in Prayer, and yet were his AﬀeCtions ſo moderated and 


tempered with Prudeuce and Judgment, that though upon extracrdinary Occaſions, 
he could enlarge and exſpatiate bimſelf therein, yet in his Family Prayers he was uſu» 
ally ſhorr, that ſo he might not make Religious duties a burthen to thoſe that jajn- 
ed with him. And as his Prayers were fervent and mixed with Faith, ſo he had this 
Honour from God that he had many ſignal Returns and Anſwers to his Prayers, as 


"ſhall be ſhewed afterwards, as car be atteſted by many yer living, who had benefit by 


them, or were Eye or Ear witnelles of them, and that both for Soul and Bodily Di- 
ſtempers and Affictions. 


— He was Conſcientiouſly ſtrict and careful in«the obſervation and Sanfification of the 


Lord's days ; not permirting any-Diſcourſes in his preſence, but ſuch as were ſuicable 
to the Day, and to the Duties thereof : And he would Rebuke and Reproove ſuch as 
rook liberty to Diſcourſe about their Worldly buſineſſes ppon God's holy Day. 


His great ,- Fourthly, His Liberali:y and Bownty were as Eminent and Exemplary as any other 


Libcraliry. 


of his Virtues and Graces. As God gave him a large and plentiful Eſtate, ſo he gave 
him a free and large Heart, which was a double Mercy, He was Kich in Good Works, 
ready to Diſtribme willing to Communicate : Laying up in ſtore for himſelf a good Founda- 
tion againſt rhe time to come, 1 Tim, 6. 18, 19. He was often heard to ſay, That he 
conld fare hardly and go meanty, that he might be the better enabled therety to relieve the ne- 


ceſſities 


\ 
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ſſities of them that were in want ©: And it is believed that few of his Eſtate and Rank 


xceeded him herein. Seldom did any necefficovs Perſons come to him ; ſeldom did 


he hear of the wants of others, though at a diſtance from bim, bur they raſted of bis 


Bounty. | 23 ' _— 
_—_ large Summs of Money every Year for divers Years together, to Pious 
and Charitable uſes, as his Wife can teſtifie, who kept an account in Writing of the 
ſevera) Summs ſo disburſed by bim. Towards the relief of the Poor perſecuted Prore- 
ants in Piemont he gave Thirty Pounds; and as much the ſame Year ro another 
Charitable uſe. He gave alſo ſeveral conſiderable Sumims yearly. for the maintenance 
and encouragement of ſome poor Schollars in the Colledge by D«6lin, beſides a large 
Summ of Money disburſed out of his own Purſe, rowards furniſhing the Library 
there with good Books. As as he had thus ſundry ways exerciſed and declared his 
Bounty whilſt he lived, ſo at his Death he gave large Legacies to Pious and Charita- 
ble uſes, and God made good that Promiſe to him, ſa. 58. 10. If rhow draw our thy 
Soul to the Hungry, and ſatisfieſt the affiited Soal : Then ſhall thy Light riſe in obſcurity, 
and thy Darkneſs be as th: Noon day, | | 
— Fifthly, To this Grace of Charity may be added his Cardor, and Courteous de- 


. 
1 


r 
His Candor 


portment in mannaging of it, which gave a great ſuſtre ro his Bouncy, according to and Cour- 


chat of rhe Poet: 
Dat bene, dat multum, qui dat cam Munere Vultum, 
__. His Meckneſs was ſuch that he was not aps to be offended with others, much leſs 


tely. 


His Meek- 


was he apt to offend others, He always interpreted to the beſt Sence that which 


might ſeemingly have miniſtred occaſion of diſguſt, by which obligingneſs, and ex- 
cellent Temper, he drew Love and RefpeCt to himſelf where ever he came, and with 
whom ſoever he converſed ; whether in private Families, or in his more publick im- 
ployments. 


_— Sixthy, His Faith and Patience calls for our ſerious conſideration, of both which, Faith and 


as he had given good proof in the whole courſe of his Life,ſo they eminently ſhone 
forth when he came to die. In the time of his Sickneſs be ſhewed an humble, holy, 
and chearful reſignation of himſelf ro the Wiſe and Merciful diſpoſal of God, his Hea- 
venly Father, Not one repining word was heard to proceed out of his Mouth : He was 
Dumb and opened not his Month, becanſe it was the Lord that did it, Pal. 39. 9. There 


Patience. 


was not ſo much as an impatient or uncomly motion ſeen in him : But being full of Death nor 
Faith and Chriſtian Patience and Courage, he feared not Death, but was well reſol- fearcd. 


ved and prepared againſt the ſtroke ofit : And would often ſay, O how happy 4 thing 
is it, by Death to be above a poſſibility of DR 
—-The Heathen Philoſophers called Death, The moſt terrible of all terribles, and the Sa- 


cred Scripture calls is, The King of Terrors, It is toried,that one hearing a Perſon high- - 


ly commended for his rare and excellent Virtues,faid, Let ws ſtay till bis Death,and then 
we ſhall be the better able to judg of all theſe things which make ſuch 4 Slicering / was 
hin for the preſent. And certainly to be able to look the King of Terrors in the Face: 
without an appaled Countenance, and to meet the laft Enemy [Death] with joy and 
comfort is no ſmall evidence of a true and ſtrong Faith ; And this was evidently dif- 
cerned and ſeen in this worthy DoCtor at the time of his Death. 


— He oftendeclared in his Health, chat-in his younger Days;he hb 
and perplexed with Satans Temptations ;, bur at 


ad beep ſorely yexed — 
ting with a plain, honeſt —— 
x 


aſt; mee 
Chriſtian ( ſuch an other probably as was that Shepherd with whom 7anizs met) — | 
to whom, complaining of his Fears, he firſt rebuked him; and then inftrutted him, Good coun- 
= ſaying, Tow look at the Reward without minding and attending your Work, in that you el, 


deſire and expett aſſurance, before you have well reſolved of domg your Dmty, oy ad- 


vice therefore tc, to mind what God requires of you in your preſent ſtation, and be ſerious —- 


and diligent therein, and aſſurance will come in God's due time.__ This advice, he pro- 
felled, was of great uſe ro him all his Life after; ſo that from that time forward he 
was not troubled with ſuch perplexing Thoughts as formerly he had been © Bur he 
lived and died in Peace both with God and Man in the Great Climarerical Year of his 
Age, Ottober the 22th. Anno Chriſti, 1666. & 

py 7. _ laſtly, His power and prevalency in Prayer was very remarkable, and more 
than ordinary. 

_— The wiſe She tells tus ( Prov. 12, 2. ) That 4 good Man obtaineth ſavoar of le 

br 


oc 
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Lord, that is, be hath what he will of God. 1d quod viir a Deo impetrat, qua ejus 
voluntas eſt igſiſſmma De; voluntas, nec aliud yult zas Mercer hath it out of Kab6; Levy, 
Tis wricten of Luther, I}te vir potmit 4 Deo quicguid voluit : That by his Prayer he — 


— could prevail with God at his pleaſure : Afelanithon, and Myconins, being ſick of de- 
_— ſperate Diſcaſes, were both recovered by Lnuther's Prayers, Sozomon, faith of Apel. 


— 


— Bleſſed is he that hath what he will, and Wills nothing but what he ſnexld. The Perſons of 


— 


Prayer 
Pow criul. 


Tie firſt 


loxins, That he never asked any thing of God ia all his Life which he obrained nor. 


Saints (ich a Reverend Divine) are like ſecret Pledges of common quiet, aud their Me- 
dit ations ard Prayers are a Shield to the Earth againſt the Wrath of Heaven, Faithful 
Prazer (laith another) is able, after a ſort, to alter God's mind, aud to transſuſe a 
Dead Palſy into the Hands of Omnipotercy, as Exgd. 32. 10.” where God is fain to be- 
ſpeak his own freedom, Let me alone, &c, 4k 
—— We have many Examples in Scripture of the Power and Efficacy of Prayer. Pacob 
wou!d have a Biefling, and therefore by Prayers wreſtles with might and flight 
2nd this he doth in the Night, when alone, and God about leaving him, and upon one 
Leg. He had a hard pull and yet prevailed. The Woman of Canaan (Mat. 15.23.) 
came for a cure, and a cure ſhe would have, 2nd ſhe hed ir ar laſt, with an high com- 
mendation of her Horoical Faith in Prayer. God heaps Mercies upon his Suppliants, 
(as Naaman did upoi G:hazs) and blames them for their Modeſty in asking : Hitherts 
(ſaid he) je have atked _— that is, nothing ro what you might and ſhould, 4k 
and have, that your foy may be full, 70h. 16, 24. M:ny other Scripture Examples 
might be produced, but leſt any ihould think tht thoſe were extraordinary, and that 
the like are not rp be found in our Days, take notice of- chele Inſtances folfow- 
Ing. 

— Mr. Winter, in his younger Days was caſt out of his Living, his firſt Wife, 


luwaace. — having many Children, fell into great Grief, and perplexity of Mind, tearing leſt the 
— ard hers ſhould/ come to want. Mr. Winter was much troubled ro fee his Wif's 
— diſcontents, and thereupon plied the Throne of Grace for cure thereof; and one Day, 


A ſecond 
Inftance. 


A third 
Inftance- 


— as he was riding abroad, and cryingicarnefſtly vnto God about this matter, he thought 
- that be heard a Voice, ſaying unto him, Becauſe thou haſt not ſpared thine Eſtate for my 
- Glory, neither thou, nor any of thine ſhall want. Ar his return home he told this to his 

— Wife with Joy, ſaying, That he wonld not for all be was worth, want that comfort able an- 

- ſwer to hus Prayers, | 
--When an Order was ſent to Mr. Winter from the Parliament that then was, to attend 
their Ccmmiſſioners into [reland, his Wife was very unwilling thereunto, and ſome 
of their near Relations came on purpoſe to diſwade bim from going ; himſelf alſo was 
very fearful of the Seas. Inthis his grept ſtrair, he retired into his Study (as his uſual 
manner was in like cafes) and there with much crew. Arg) ſpread the matter be- 
fore God craving his Guidance, and direction therein. Ard the Ford was pleaſed to 
ſet it upon his Spirir, that he ſhould go, and be carried ir ſafety thither, and there 
become an Inſtrument of converting many Souls to God. When he had declared this - 
to his Wife, and Friends, they acquieſced, and fo be reſolved upongtbat Jonrney: And 
according to. this Gracious Promiſe of God, thovgh they took Shipping in the midſt 
of Winter, and went with a Maſter that was not very well acquainted with thoſe 
Seas, yer they found the Seas calm, and their Paſſage ſo ſpeedy, that whereas ſome 
other great — went out before, them, and with a more experienced Maſter, yet 
they arrived id fafery about fourand twenty Hours before them, inſfomuch as the 

. Caprainof the Ship ſaid, That in h:s whole Life he had never known ſo calm and ſpeedy 4 
Paſſage before. 

—- Not long after Mr, Winter's coming into Treland he went with the Commiſſioners 
unto A /kenny, in which place Collonel 7ones bis VVife fell very ſick of the Yellow Zant 
aiſe, and ſome other Diſtempers ; for which cauſe her Husband invited certain Mi- 
niſters, and ſome other Friends to ſpend ſome Hours in Prayer unto God in her be- 
half, And Mr. Winter was the laſt Man rhat prayed. But before he began, he went to 
her and asked her, Whether ſhe had Faith to be healed ? She anſwered, She thought 
ſhe had. Then he went to Prayer, and wreſtled exceedingly with God for ber reco- 
very : And when he had done, he went again unto her, and adviſed her to be very 
careful and diligent in the uſe of all good means for the recovery ofber Health ; ad- 
ding, Thar ſhe ſhould Jive, and not die at that time : at this ſaying of his, his Wife 
2nd Siſter were much troubled, and rold him in private, that they would have given = 
much Money, rather then that he ſhould haye ſpoken ſo confidently of her recovery, 

there 
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chere being ſo many Anabaptiſts preſent at that time : And they feared that if bis 
Words proved rue, they might thereby be confirmed in their Enthujiaſtical conceirs ; 
fotherwiſe, that then they might take occafion ro ſcandalize his Perſon and Miniftry : 
But he again rold them that ſhe ſhould nor die at thar time. 
Yet after this ſhe continued very weak fora Month or more: 
up for a dead Woman, whereupon Mr. Winters Wife apain blamed him, for bis confi- 
dent ſaying, That ſhe muſt /:ve ; to which he ſinilingly anſwered, Well, ſhe is not yer 
Dead, Ar length her Diſeaſe ſo prevailed, that ſhe loft the uſe of her Senfes, and her 
Servants that ftood weeping about her, ſaid, Now ſhe is near death ind:ed, The Sa- 
turday following, as Mr. Winter fatat Dinner, a Meflenger came to him from Collonel 
Jones, to tell him, That if he would fee his Wite alive, be muft come away preſently, 
for that ſhe was now a dying, Art this Mrs. Winter was much troubled, becauſe of her 
Hosbands former confidence in Promifing her Life : 
haft ro be gone, ſaying, That he knew well when God anſwered his Prayers,and when nor. 
—After he had dined he went to the Houſe, where he fourd the Collonel ſirting by 
her, ready to cloſe her Eyes fo foon as Breath 'deparred our af her Body, for ſo ſhe 
had enjoyned him in the time of her Health. She lay ſpeechleſs and withour the uſe 
of her Senſes, not anfwering, nor moving her Eyes, though ber Husband, and Mr. 
Winter called onto her, whereupon her Husband judged rar ſhe bad loft ber Hearing, 
Mr, Winter requefted that he might pray with her ; but her Hosband reſuſed, ſaying, 
That ſhe was Senfleſs, and had been 4 ing all that Morning, Mir. VV inter urged again 
thar yet he might pray with her : No (faid the Collonel) it is ro no purpoſe: Sh? 38 
ww 4 dead V Voman, Yet Mr. VVinter urged ay third rime, that he Lew e: pray, ſay- 
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berDo@ors gave her = 


—_ 


- 
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— 


Bar Mr. Winter made no great — 


p. 


ing, Her Life is yer iu her ; and whilſt there 65 life, there 35 hope,and fo he wen to Prayer, — 


which he performed with much earneſtneſs_ and imporrunity, joyned with manyTrars. — 


—When Prayer was ended, Mr./T/inter,going to her Bed-ſide,fhe looked upon him, and — 
with a ſmiling Countenance, faid, O, ſee the fruit of Praytr ! O, feethe fruit of Paryer ! — 
Set me up, and give me ſomething to eat: I am Cured, but not by the Art of Doflors : only — 
Free grace,and fervent Prayers have prevailed with God for me. They asked her, Whar ſhe — 
could eat? She anfwered, any thirig. They gave her ſome Bread and Butter, of which + 


ſhe did eat pritty heartily, Then did her Husband ſend for her Doors ; but ſhe bad 
them not co provide any more #hfick for her, ſaying, That fhe would rake none ; for 


ſhe woald not diftonour God: nor wrong prayer fo much ( by which ſhe was now 


cured) as to take any morePhyfick ©: Nor could ſhe,by any mcans be perſwated to ir. 

— On Munday following in the Afternoon, Mrs. F'/;zter heard that Mrs, Jones was 
walking in her Garden, which ſhe wondring ar, went to ſee her, and found her there 
indeed, So ſoon as ſhe ſaw Mrs, /Finter, ſhe went to meet her, ard faid,' O, {ce 
the fruit of Prayer! Mrs. VVinter, blefſed God for her recovery z whereupon 
lhe faid, Ay Dottars would have me take ſome more Phyſick of them: but it is 
G:d that hath cured be, and he only ſhall have the praiſe of it. T7 will take nothing 
of them : they ſhall not boaſt that rhey have cnred me : For God by Prayer hath 
' done it, It's Prayer alone that hath done it. And indeed hearin God made good 
that gracious Promiſe of his, 7am. 5. 15, The Prayer of Faith ſhail ſave the Sick, 
and the Lord ſhall yaiſe him up. k | 
— Some Months after, Mr. /7iner with his Fatnily, removed to Dx4lin; and after 
ſometime the aforeſaid Mrs. fones fell ſick again, and her Sickneſs prevailed fo far up- 
on her, that, growing very weak, ſhe was confined to her Bed; whereupon on a 
Lord's day, Mr.Winter and bis Wife, and her Siſter went to viſit her: when they came, 
they found an orher Miniſter with her ; but ſhe called for Mr. inter to pray with her, 
A Lady that was preſent, coming ro Mrs. /V:zter*s Siſter, ſaid, O ! do you think this 


A: fourr!: 


Inftancc. 


good V Voman will recover, or not ? She anſwered, Iknow not yet: but when my Brother - - 


Wintey hath done Prayer,I will tell you more. When Mr. Winter had ended his Prayer, 


ſhe came co her again, an ſaid, What think you now? She anſvered, Sbe believed that ſhe —— 


would not recover,and f» ſaid Mrs. inter alſo. The reaſon whereot was, becauſe they 
obſerved that in his Prayer,he was more earneſt in Praying for the Spiritual, and Ecer- 
hal weltare of her Soul, then for her Bodily health. | 

When they were returned home, Mrs. /Yintc4 asked her Husband, what he 
thought of her? He anſwered, She will die. And this he ſaid; Becauſe when'in prayer 
be would have begg'd of God to reſtore ber ro Health, be could not do it ; bur could 
only pray for her Ecernal happineſs; Faithful Prayer is ordained of God to be a meant 
td obt ain what we want and deſire, and there fare 'tis never put up in vaint; but ſhall bave an 

> 


— 
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anſwer, 1 oh. 5. 14, 15. For where God gives a Tongue to ſpeak, he hath an Ear to 
hear. 2Tis-rhe Obſervation of a Reverend Divine of our own : That when God in- 
tends not to hear, he lays the Key of Prayer ont of the way ; as being leth that ſuch pre- 
cious Breath as that of Pr ayer ir,, ſhould be without it's full and cleareſt ſucceſs, 

—— After this Mrs. Jones grew worſe and worſe, and continued in a Janguiſhing COn« 
dition for ſume Months, She had ſeveral DoCtors, who fed her with hopes of re- 
covery, Mr Winter prayed oft with her, bur ftill after the ſame manner, infomuch as 

_ his Wife told him, that, ſhe thought he did nor love Mrs ones as formerly, becauſe 

_ be prayed nor for her Life: he anſwered, that his Love was the ſame, bur he was 
ſo bound up in his Spirit, that he could” not pray for her recovery, and therefore 

+ be conceived that ſhe would die. 


—— A length Mrs. ones finding her ſelf very weak, ſenr for Mr. Wizter to oy with 


A fif:h 
Inſtance, 


A fixth 
Inftance. 


"hes, and after Prayer, ſhe ſaid unto him : Sir, 7 fear you love me not ſo much as former- 
ly. , G:d keard your I'rayers for me when 1 was dying at Rilkenny, 6at now you do=not 
Pray (o earneſtly for my life as you did then, No ſaid he) Ineither do, nor can do it, 
tho I love you as well as ever :, For when I would Pray for your Life, my tongue 
is turned to Pray for your Eternal Welfare. Therefore I believe that you are not 
— a woman for this World, but will ſhortly be in a better, Think you ſo, ſaid ſhe, 
— hereupon ſhe ſent for a-Collonels Wife, berween whom and her (elf there was ſome 
— difference, and they were reconciled together. She ſent alſo for her Husband, and 
— imparted her mind to» him; Adding, that ſhe ſaw that ſhe muſt die, for that Mr. 
— Winer could not Pray for her, as he did in former Sickneſs; And it pleaſed God 
+ ſhortly to rake her to himſelf. p 
—— At an other time Mrs Winters Siſter going for England, left her only Son with her; 
And after a while che Child fell into an high Feavour. and ove Morning the maid 
with whom the Child lay, came ro her, Mrs and told her, ſhe feared the Child bad 
the Plague, for that be had many Spors in his Boſom z And the Plague, at this time, 
was in Dublin. Mrs. Winter preſently ſent for a Doctor, who, when he bad ſeen the 
— Child, ſaid, that they were either Plague Spors, or Feavour Spots, and that be much 
- feared the Childs life, Hereupon Mrs Winter went to her Husband in bis Study, and 
_ acquainted him with theſe things, requeſting him that he would be earneſt with God 


- in begging the Childs of Ar Noon, when her Husband came down, we asked 
he 


— him, what he thoughr'o Child ? He bad her not to perplex and trouble ber ſelf, 
— for the Child would live : And before the next day the Child began to amend, ard 
— Within a few dayes was perſetly well. | pM 
_— Mrs YViner herſelf was ſomtime under a ſtrong Temptation to become an An«- 
baptiſt, being ſtrongly perſwaded that it was the way of God: And ſhe proceed- 
ed ſo far that ſhe had been Dipped, but that ſhe feared ic would reflett upon her 
Husbands credit, Her Husband took much pains with her to reclaim and ſettle her 
in the Truth, yet could ſhe not be convinced of her Error, buf continued Night and 
Day in great perplexity of Spirit, only ſhe relyed upon that gracious Promiſe of 
Chriſt. 7obn 7. 17. If any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the Dottrine whether 
it be of God, And at laſt ſhe reſolved to ſer a day apart to ſeek unto God for ſati(- 
. faCtion in this doubtful Caſe, But it fell out that, that very day, they were ecarneſt- 
ly invited to dine wirh Doctor ones, and Mr. YVinter had promiſed tp go: But 
his Wife ſaid, ſhe could not go, becauſe ſhe bad ſer that day apart upon ſuch an occa- 
fion: Her Husband anſwered her; Thou muſt go, ſor 1 have been Praying ſor thee, 
and God bath aſſured me that thou ſhalt be ſatisfied, and that quickly too: And ſo ac- 
cordingly it came to paſs. For ſhe was ſo reſolved, and fatisfied from Heaven, that 
afterwards ſhe was able to Diſpute with the Female Anabaptiſts, yea, and to confute 


them; inſomuch as ſome of the Officers who were of that perſwafion, would: ſuffer 
their Wives to come no more unto her, 


A ſeavench — Whileſt they were in Dublin Mrs. YVVinters Siſters Husband, being upon his oc- 


Inftance. 


caſions in Londox, he fell very dangerouſly Sick, Sr. Francis Pridjean, and an other 
Doctor were his Phyſitians, who after a time gave him up for Dead. An other of 
Mrs. F'Vinters Siſters wrot her word -of it ; Adding, that ſhe believed before that 
Letter could come to her Hands he would be Dead and Buried. As ſoon as they 
received-it, his Wife deſired that that afternoon might beſet apart to, ſeek God, in 


—— her Husbands behalf; and accordingly ifome Miniſters and Chriſtians were in- 
.—  vited to meet together for that end: When the time was come, Mrs. Y//7nter re- 


_ queſted her Husband to come away, for that the company were ret together ; He 
| had 
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bad her go before; For he muſt endeavour to know of the Lord whether he was 
yet living or no : 
ſome of the Miniſters had Prayed, Door YVinter came in. They Pray'd with 
ſubmiffion, thar if he where yer in the Land of the Living, the Lord would be pleaſed 
to be his Phyſician, and to direct and bleſs all good means to him for the recovery of 
his Health. Bur in the cloſe of the day, when Dottor YVinter came to Pray, he 
ſhewed much confidence, that he was yet alive, to che amazment of all that heard 
him, Bur his Siſter in Law who knew his manner, and had much experience ofthe 
ſuccesfulneſs of his Prayers, between Hope and Fear could not contain herſelf from cry- 
ing out, when DoCtor YF7nrer had concluded and was riſen from his knees, he went 
to her, and took her by the hand, ſaying: Be of good comfort , for y:ur Hutband is alive, 
d ſhall recover, and you ſhall ſee him again with foy, She crying out aloud, ſaid, Ab, 
Fother, I fear he is Dead: Do you think he is alive ? 7 know (ſaid he) that he 35 
alive, and repeated over his former words again: And accordingly-in their next 
Letters they heard of his recovery, 
_— At another time Mrs. //inters Siſter ( who was with thetn in [relana) fell into 
a dangerous Relaps after a Feavour, being great with Child, and within two Months 
of her time; At which time ſhe fell into a great bleeding at the Noſe. She had 
three Doctors and Chyrargions, who uſed all their Arts, and yet could not ſtop it. 
At length ſhe fell into Travel, and two Midwives were ſent for to her: She was 
fain to ſit upright in her Bed, and could not ly down becauſe of her violent bleeding. 
Her Midwives and Doctors gave her up for a dead Woman; And ſhe grew ſo weak, 
that her Siſter /Yinter not enduring to ſee her die,left her,and went to her own Cham- 
ber, were ſhe found that her Siſters Husband had cauſed Doctor Y/3nter to ariſe 
(it being in the Night) and to Pray for his Wife, which accordingly he did with 
much earneſtneſs ;. And it pleaſed God, that preſently aſter news was brought them, 
that ſhe was delivered of a dead Child. | 
— Hereupon Doctor YY;xter and his Wife went to fee her, and found her till 
Bleeding ; And the Doctors and Chyrurgians were ſent for again, who agreed to 
open a vain and Jer her Blood : The Chyrargion ſtruck her right Arm, but no blood 
came, the Doctors bid him try the other Arm ; He anſWered, That it was to no 
purpoſe, ſor ſhe had no Pulſe for ſome hours before ; Yet the Dottors- cauſed him to 
do it, and then ſome few drops of Blood came. Bur moſt of this time Door 
VVinter was Praying for het in the next room, and ſhe ſomtimes over heard him, 
but could not ſpeak. Afterwards ſhe told them- that theſe thoughts were in her 
Head ; Yonder Good Man would fain have me live, but it will not be. 
— Indeed one of het Midwives bid her prepare for Death ; For ſhe could not live: 
To whom one ofthe DoCtors ſaid; that ſure ſhe had forgotten Lazarw: No (replied 


the Midwife )I have not forgotten him: But God muſt work as great a Miracle now, 
Yer forall this, it pleaſed God that ſhe did recover, ” 


as he did then, if ſhe recover. 


For (faid he ) do you think that I will Pray for a Dead Man? when . 


An,Eigh* 
Iſtance. 


and afterwards one of the Doors told Mrs YVinter, that he never ſaw one fo near © 
unto Death, to live; And that to him it wasa Miracle, Here you ſee another — 


ſweet return to Door Y/Vinrers Prayers, and his Siſter would often acknowledge - 


that it was by the power and prevalency of his Prayers that ſhe was reſtored to 
Life; and (h others judged alſo, 


=_ 


A Ninh 


— The laſt time thar the Soldiers pulled the Parliament in Pieces, Doctor Winter Inftance. 


and his Friends in Dblin were in great Fears of the Confuſions that were like to 
follow ;- Whereupon he kept weekly Faſts with his Congregation for a great 
while together ? . And one time as he was Praying in imitation of Abrahams praying 
for Sodom, he uſed ſuch like expreſſions: Lord wilt thox alſo deſtroy the Righteous 
with the VVicked ? Peradventure there be fiſty Thouſand Righteous within theſe three 
Kingdoms: VVjle thou. alſo deſtroy, and not ſpare theſe Nations for fifty Thouſand 
e therein, &c. And when he came to the laſt number of ten Thou- 
kneeled againſta Poſt in the Room, he ſaw a great ſhining Light abour 
nd heard perfectly a Voice ſaying: The Nations ſhall be ſpartd for ten Thou- 


that was preſent told her after, that her Husband that day was ſo enlarged, and 
G 2 | 
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— Elevated in Prayer, that he exceeded himſelf,and that ſhe never heard him do berter 

- 2a$alfo that his Pecirions were anſwered before he roſe ſrom his Knees, Mrs. Finer, 

— azked her, how ſhe knew thar, ſhe anſwered, by his large Thankſgivings after be 

 - had done pleading with the Lord for theſe Nations. Alſo a while after, a Gentle. 
woman coming to ſee him, who had been preſent that day, embraced him, ſaying, 
chat be was a man greatly beloved of the Lord, for he could no ſooner ask but 
he was anſwered, and his Petition granted. And the very week after, they heard 
that the Pride of the Soldiers was abated, having meet with a check. 

_-- Doftor YYinter afterwards told his Wie, that he perceived that 8 ,Voice might 
be ſpoken to one in a Room, where many were,and yet none elſe might hear ir. And 
when he lay upon his Death-Bed, his Wiſe asked him again abgur ir, and he ſaid that 
be did as certainly and plainly hear ir, «s he heard her then ſpeak ; She azked, if the 
Voice were like unto hers? No ( faid he ) It was another manner of Voice. Thus 
we read, At. 22. 9 That the men that went with Saul ro. Damaſcus, ſaw indeed 1he 

' Light, and were afraid ; But heard not the Voice that ſpaks to him. 
A Tenth — Art D«blin there was one Mrs Smith, a Merchants Wife, who had been many 
Inftance. dayes in Labor, her Child was Dead within her, ſhe had good experienced Midwives, 
and one Man-Midwife,” and yet ſhe could not be delivered. At laſt, one Mornin 
they ſent for Doftor Winter to pray with her, telling bim, that ſhe could not live ti 
Night ſhe was ſo far ſpent. Bur it fell, oyt that he was out of Town, when they 
ſenr, At Night be came home, and then they ſent again for him, her Husband 
ſending him Word that ſhe was not yet Dead, but very neer unto It. 
= DoGor Winter ( tho he was very weary) went to the Houſe, and __ very 
earneſtly vnto God for her. And when his Prayer was ended, he ſpake to the 
good Women about her, to raiſe her up,and to uſe all good means for her Delivery 
ſaying, That ſbe ſhould Live : But they ( being hopeleſs of her Life and Delivery , 
deſired that ſhe might be no more tortured, but be ſuffered ro Die in Peace.) 
Yet Doftor Winter importuned them to make one tryal more, which at laſt th 
conſented to, and had good ſucceſs : For in a ſhort time ſhe was ſafely delivered 
ofa Dead Child. This Mrs Smith proving afterwards wich Child againz a Friend 
of hers ſaid to her, ſhe hoped now it would be better wich her then it was the 
time before : ( ſaid ſhe ) Door Winter is gone, and I muſt now Die: which alſo 
came to paſs, for ſhe could not be Delivered, 
An _. After Dottor Winer returned into England, he, with his Wife ſojourned for a 
Pg I___ Month in Doctor Drakes Houſe, in which time his ſecond Daughter fell ſick of 
amten- - the twiſting of her Guts : She had two able Phyſicians, Doftor Trench and Door 
Cox. She lay in very great Torments from Munday till Satxrday Night, and the 
Doctors had very little Hopes of her Life. On Satxrday in the Evening Doctor 
Winter came in, and meeting her Siſter, he enquired how. ſhe did ? Her Siſter an- 
ſwered, that now ſhe thought ſhe was very neer unto Death ; For that the Doors 
haveing perſcribed ſomthing to be given her ina Spoon, her Teeth were ſo ſer 
that her Aunt and ſhe had much ado to open them to put it into ber Mouth : But 
( ſaid ſhe ) Sir, what do you think xl her. Give me (aid he) a Candle that I may 
go into my Chamber, and anon I will tell you whether ſhe ſhall: Live or Die. When 
he came down, ſhe meer him at the Foot of the Stairs, and asked him, what he 
thought of ber now ? He anſwered; Towr Siſter will Live. And ſo going up into 
ber Chamber, he ſpake ro his Wife, and bid her uſe all good means poſſible for her 
recovery: For ( ſaid he) She muſt not Die at this time, His Wife begged of him 
not to be ſo confident, for that ſhe was now very near unto Death, and there were 
no hopes of ber Recovery ;z Yet he told her Mother and Aunr, that ſhe ſhould 
recover and Jive, His wife was much troubled at ir, notwithſtanding her many 
experiences. But the next day ſignes of recovery began to appear, and within a lit- 
tle ſpace ſhe was peri&(tly well, | 
_— —— Some other Inſtances of his Power and Prevalencie in Prayer might be given 
Bur theſe may ſuffice, as evidently Demonſtrating that the Lord our God is a 
Pra er-Hearing God: That, Never faith to the Seed of Jacob, Seck, ye my Face 
in am, 

__— Probably the incredulous World will not believe theſe things to be true: But 
Judge them rather to be Romances, and Fancies,then Realities : But there were © 
many Perſons of Qualliry 2nd Conſcience at the firſt publication hereof, Living, wbo 
could, and would atteſt the Truth of them, that there is no place left of diſtruſt 
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and doubting to rhoſe hat are Sober, and Judicious; Amos 3. 7. Surely the Lord 
God will do nothing, but he revealeth his Secrets to bis Servant the Prophets, John 16.23. 
Whatſoever you ſhall ash, the Father in my Name, be will give it you, v.24 Hitherto 
you have ak nothing in my Name, Azk.and you ſhall recieve that your Jay may b: 
fall, 


The Life and Death of Mr. Thomas Tregoſs, who died 
Anno Chriſti 1670, 


Homas Tregroſs was born at Saint Ives, neer the: Lands-end in Cotnwsl, The 
-T Family where of he was a Branch, was not without Noble Blood running in 
jrs veines. Some are of opinion that it is more Ancient then the Normis Con- 
queſt, a Srem of the old Brirans driven into and Planted in thoſe parts. Our 
Engliſb Hiſtory tells us that Duke 7/iliam, commonly called The Conguerosr, created 
obn Tregoſs a Baron, who tho he died without Iffue, yes, Henry Tregaſa ſaras a 

ron in the Parliament in the Thirty Fift year of King Henry the firſt : And &s- 
bert Tregoſs was one of thoſe Lords that fided with Simon fomeferd Earl of Leicefter 
againſt King Henry the _ "_ PR QF by Bs 

r the ruines of ghis Noble Fargily, the principal cau is very Re- 

—_T and Ck be buried in hlence, One Mr Roſcadden going —_ Fi 
mage, according to the blindneſs and Saperſtirion of thoſe times, his Wife had in 
his abſence one, if not more Children: whereupon at his return, fohn Tregaſs ad- 
viſed and perſwaded him to ſettle his Eſtate upon ſore Friend; for the uſe and 
benefit of his Wife and Children, leſt after his Death, the Heir at common Law 
ſhonld turn his Wife and Children out a Doors, | 

_. Mr. Roſcadden entertained, and approved the motion, and intreated him to at- 

cept of the truſt, which requeſt 7 Tregoſs readily embraced ; But inftead of a 

Deed in Truſt, he made it abſolute ro bimfelf and bis Heirs for ever. And accord:- 

ingly fo ſoon as Mr, Roſcadden was Dead, he entred upon all his Lands, ard turned 

his Wife and Children out 'of Doors, who for ſome time, were fain to lye in an 

Hogftie, and every Morning went forth to the Dunghil, and chere upon their Knees 

Imprecated and Prayed that the V ance of God mighr fall upon this Tregoſs and 

his Pofteriry for this ſo perfidious and mercileſs dealing, | 

— And after this Gods ſevere, but Righteous Judgments fell upon Tregoſſes Family. 
For his Son Walter one day riding upon a Horſe in a fair way, the Horſe threw kim, 
and broak his neck : And ſome of his Ifſue came to untimly ends, and it is obſerved 
that a curſs hath remained upon the Eſtate ever fince: And this Mr, Thomas Tregaſs 
of whom we now write, was ſo {encible of it, that: it coſt him many fervent 
Prayers to God for the removal of that dreadfull Curſe, as himfelſ affared a bo- 
ſom Friend. . 

— Notwithſtanding the Judgment of God upon this Family ; Yet Thomas Tregoſſes 
Parents were Godly Perſons, and reputed to be of the namber of Old Puritans. 
And this was much manifeſted in the Religious Education of this their Son, whoſe 
render years they cook care to have timely ſeaſoned with the Principles of Reli- 
gion, and good Literature, At firſt indeed he ſeemed co be of a dull Capacity, 
til) he was about the Age of ſeven Years, or ſomwhat after ; Bot then he began to 
difcover that he was of a quick apprehenſion and of a firm and tenatious Memo- 
ry. And indeed he had from his youth a inclination to the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, and would often ( when lie was but a Child ) ſtatd op upon a Stool, or Bettch 
and after his manner Preach to Itis Play-fellows. 

—— When he had attained to # compleat- meaſure of Grammer Learning, he- was ſent 

to Oxſord and admitted into Exeter Colledge, under the Tuicion of Mr. Francis 

Howel, then Fellow of the ſaid Colledge ; He ſoon percieved in him an awakned 

and quick Spirit, fall of yivacity and ferious intention, inſomuct as he made good the 
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—_—_— qd was he without a good intereſt in the Judgment and Eſteem of Judicions 
and Pious Perſons, as appeared by the admittance which Reverend DoCtor Conant 
gave him, in accepting him to be a Member of his Congregation, Alſo whilſt be 
continued in the Univerſity, he..began to be ſenſible of fome woundings of his Con- 
ſience, For one day hearing Doctor Conant upon that Text Ho. 6.4. O Ephraim, 
what ſtall I do wnto thee ? &c. Some paſſages of that Sermon made ſo deep an lin- 
preſſion upon him, as that his Conſcience - was filled with no ſmall Terror. When 

he went to his Bed, he was not without fears that he ſhould never live to ſee another 

His TeriOr. qv When in his Study, that he ſhould never come our alive. 

__ And ſo long as the terrors of his awakned Conſcience, and Sick Aights for = 
continued, he- could not” endure to hear a vain word, or to be a Spectator of what 
had but: the appearance” of Sin in it. Yet by degrees theſe Lights and heats 
of Conſcience diſappeared,” and vaniſhed away. Neither did they at that time 
derermive and end in 'a thorow Converſion, as will be made more clear here- 
after. . | | | ; 

His rem, When he had ſpent ſome time in the Univerſity, he returned to Saint Ives, the 

to St. Ives. Place of his Nativity, and haveing there given them ſome taſt of his Miniſterial Gifts, 
the Inhabitants of that place invited him to fit down among them, and to be their 
Miniſter. This requeſt he at firſt modeſtly refuſed, but at length being overcome 

HisOrdi- by their importunity, he conſented to ſpelid - ſome time amongſt them : Where 

nation. upon he was ap gd Seventeenth. Anno Chriſt; 1657, in that Church folem- 
ly ſer apart for the work of the Miniſtry : And there he continued by the ſpace of - 
two Years: A hard and cloſe Student all the week, and a faithful and conſtant 


His Ma- Preacher twice every Lords Day. 


* LS 
riage. 


__-- Before his departure from this Place he took to Wife one Aſargre: Sparman, who 
proved a Gracious, Meek, Humble, AfﬀeRtionate, and equal Yoak-fellow ro him. 
And whileſt he continued. in this Town, there were two remarkable Providences 
that ought not to be forgotten, 

A Special The firſt was this. The Swwmer after his abode among them, much of the Fiſh- 

Providence jng ſeaſon was expired, and no Pilchards appeared, the Senſe whereof greatly at- 
felted and afflicted the Inhabitants bf the Place; That Town depending much up- 
on the Pilchard Trade. Hereupon Mr. Tregoſs adviſed, and perſwaded them to 
joyn with him in Keeping a day of Humiliation and Prayer, unto which they con- 
ſenting, and the Duty being performed, the very next day came in a great Shole of 
theſe Fiſhes, whereof a conſiderable quantity was chaught. 

Another. __The other Providential Diſpenſation was this. The Summer following the Fiſher- 
men having taken a great number of Pilchards upon a Satwrday, all that Night was 
ſpent in ordering of them: And the Sea-men were very intefft upon drying their 
Nets on the Lords dzy. This Mr. Tregoſs rebuked them for: withall, giving them 
to underſtand, that they provoked the Lord deſeryedly to withdraw his Bleſſing 
from them, which fell out accordingly. For from that time to the end of the 
Fiſhing ſeaſon they had no occaſion, or oportunity of making uſe of their Nets 

His remove 8!" . | 

to Miler, From Saint Ives Mr. Tregoſe removed in Oftober Anno Chriſti 1659, To the 
Vicarage of iter and Mabe where he continued in his conſtancie of Study, and 
Preaching till he was Ejected by the® Att of Uniformity upon that diſmal day 
Anguſt the 24th 1662, And then being prohibited, and excluded from the Publick 
Place of Prayer and | Preaching, he ceaſed not to Preach in his own Family ewice 
every Lords Day: which being known in the Neighbourbood, diverſe who had the 
Comfort of his Miniftry in publick, could not but Thirſt after it in private. 

His firft im- __This being divulged and known abroad, the news of it was carried to the Lord 

prilonment 7 ;,,+evant of the Country, who for his refuſing to take the Oath appointed for 
the Militia, committed him to the Cuſtody of the Mareſchal, with whom he con- 

tinued about the fpace of three Months, yet not ceaſing to Preach to his Fellow 
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Priſoners, heacing others alſo that came to hear him. Bur at {au he was releaſed by 
an order from the Depsty-Liemtcnant, : 

—In September Anno Chre{ti 1663. Mr. Tregeſs removed his habitation to the Ba- 
ron of Kigilliack in the Pariſh of Budock near unto Penrin: where he ſti! kert up 
his Lord:-days meetings and exerciſes ; unto which many came flocking as Doves to 
their Windows, And about+the beginning of Ottcber Anno Chriſti 1664. He and 
his Wife lying awake in their Bed, they felt a grear Earthquake, which made that 
Room totremble and quake under them,as they apprebended.And that which miniſtred 
ro them great.cauſe of admiration, was, that no one elſe felt the ſame. Bur this was 
but a Pr agnoſt ich and Symbolick Image of that crembling Heart- quake which Mr. 
Tregoſ- thortly felt in bis Conſcience. | 
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A Strange 


Providence 


— For on the firſt of Fanwary next following, it being a Tord's day, it pleaſed God ta — 


direct him to Preach on that Text Luke 12. 47. And that Servant that knew his 
Lords Will, and prepared not himſelf, neither did according to his Will, ſtall be beaten 
with many Stripes, Upon which Text he ſhewed what a dangerous Sin it is to Sin 
againſt Knowledge. But when the Duties of the Day were ended, the Lord brought 
his old Sins into his remembrance, and fer them in orderJ>efore him, eſpecially ons 
aboue the.reſt, Hereupon he berook himſelf ro Duties, but drove un therein very 

heavily: Yet did the Lord by his O:mnipotent Hand draw him on to perſevere 
in the ſame. ; | 

— One day among the reſt as he was in Daty, he was aſſaulted with a ſtrong Temp-- 
ration, grounded upon that Texr. Heb. 12. 17. For ye know how that afterwards, 
when he "would have inherited the Bleſſing, he was r:jetted; For he found no plage for 
Repeht ance, tho he ſought it carefully with Tears, He frequently endeavor'd to ſhake 
off: the Chains and Cords of the Spirit, grieving that he was bound up from the 
World : And his performance of Duties was #ccompanicd with deadneſ(s and unbe- 
liefe : Yer the Lord held him faſt to his Work; forceing him to continue and perſiſt 
in a way of Seeking, { 

— Somrimes he feared that the Lord would leave him to run-on inghis former Sinfull 
Courſes ; Yea, that he ſhould not perſevere to the end of one Day. But the Lord 
Magnified his Grace and Power above,'and beyond his fears. Somrtimes inreading 
the Holy Scriptures the Lord would fer home Threatnings, and anon ſypporred him 
by his Comfortable Promiſes, to keep him equally ballanced, between Hopes, that ſo 
he might not Sink, and Fears, that be might not Preſume. 

— Thus for about the pace of five Weeks, he was detained; and. kept under the 

Spirit of Bondage and afflicting Terrors, baving all this while no diſcoveries of Gods 

Gracious diſpoſition towards him, till about the beginning of February following: Ar 

which time he took up a reſolution to diſcover ſome Sins which moſt burdened his 

Conſcſence: But then, by Gods good Providence he met with a paſſage in one of 
our Engliſh Divines ſetting forth the Greatneſs and Freeneſs of Gods Love, and of 
Cbriſts Purchaſs; Which the Lord ſetting horhe unto him, he was ſomwhart quiered 
and refreſhed in his Soul. of 

__ The next Day,which fell out to be a Lords- Day he had a ſwetr, heart melcing frame 
of Spirit wrought in him for his Sins, rogether with a Lively Contemplation of Chriſts 
Sufferings, to which he was directed by an Eye of Faich, And now he, who form- 
erly thought it an hard matter to ſhed one Tear for Sin, had now plenty, The 
Spirit of the Lord alſo bringing that Proniiſe ro his mind: 7 will forgive their Iniqui- 
ties, and remember their Sins no more. And that of Chriſt to Thomas, Reach hither 
thy Finger, and behold my Hands, and reach hither thy Hand, and thruſt it into my Side, 
and be not Faithleſs, but Believeing + And this was much promored by his .Reading 
the Hiſtory of Chrifts Paſſion Yer was he not- without ſome Fears and Doubtings 
ſtill; Yea, at many times theſe Comforts, and Encouragements fignified nothing at 
all tohim. Yer after this, he was. carried on in the exerciſe of Duties with more 
Enlargements, and Aﬀedctionate Workings of Spirit chen formerly, eſpecially at 
times. 


—— And from this time he dated his Converſion. For albeit his Converſation, for ſome 


conſiderable time before was unreproachable, and his Labours in the Work of the 


His Con- 


Vet lion. 


Temprarti- 
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Miniſtry indefatigable ; Yea, and his Zeal for Non-Conformity remarkable, yet he —— 
judged the whole of his foregoing Life, Zeal, and Labors in the Miniſtry; ro be nd — 


other ttien Splendi4a Peccata, Glittering Sins, and a continued {cries of Formality 


and Hypocrifie, becauſe ſome of his Friends; who well kgew tis former Cons 
verſation; 
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verſation, could not but conceive that he had the Truth of Grace before this great 
Torn ; He diſcourling with a Friend upon this point, peremrorily affirmed, that he 
"knew certainly that he bad nothing of Sincerity before this late and great Work: - 
_— Aad withall, he bewailed the Condicion of the Church of England, in that generally - 
— Men were made Minifters, before they were made Chriftians. = 
___— Yea, he was not without meny and great Fears,that many who 1n the Judgment and — 
# - _—-Efeem of Men, go for good and able Mmiſters, will one Day be found to be, when 
[- _—. they come to be weighed in the” Ballance of the Sanctuary, not ſo much as good and 
Gncere Chriſtians. Theſe his Fears we may preſume, he grounded upon. his own Ex- 
perience of bimſelf (beſides other common obſervations) who bad the repute and 
efteem of, good and faithful Miniſter, before he was a ſound and faithful Chriſtian. 
And that which yet added forther weight m bis Judgment concerning bimſelf, was 
this, in that though he had been painful, and conftant in the work of the Miniftry 
ſvme years before this, yet he could not ſay, That God had made him the Inſtrument 
of the converſhon of any one Soul, as the Scal of his Miniftry, though afrerwards he 
begat many Sons and Daughrers unto God, | 
Strange <——Some ſort time after rhis great change, which he firongly zodged and concluded 
Providen- tg bebe firſt Fncere turning of his Soul unto God : Being brought very low, both in 
_ his Bedy and Spirits, he apprebended that his Death drew near, But then was that 
Scripture brought into his Mind, Pfal.118, 1 ſrall zct dirgbut live,and declare the work 
of the Lord : Yer afterward being agaih under ſtrong 2pprehenfhons of his Death ap- 
proaching, he, looking into hisBſble, Ged direted his Eye to that Portion of Scrip» 
ture (Pſal. 53.5.) There were they in great ſear where no ſear was: which drove away 
that temptation : And not long aſter, with God's bleſſing thereon, by the uſe of 
means, be regained ſtrength to go on in his Service. 
A firange ——- Some ſhort time after this, 8pon a Satw Nay, being very weak in Body, and almoſt 
Poviderce deſpairing of recovery, he went up to his Chamber, as well 8s bis ſeeble Legs could 
carry him, where be fell down upon his Knees in Prayer : And whilit he was in this 
Duty, he ſuddenlyand ſenbbly found, at leaſt in bis apptehenſion, that a great mea- 
ſure of ſtrength was given in unto him, to his great aſtoniſhment, Whereupon be 
attempted to ariſe, and ro walk, which he accordingly did, two or three turns about 
bis Chamber, very ſtrongly. x 
— -Finding this ſtrange alteration, he called for his Wife to come to him, who ſoon 
eſpied the change, finding his pale Cheeks ro be clothed with their wonted colour and 
complexion, And now he, that not many motnents before, looked upon himſelf as 
drawing, near unto the yery brink of the Grave, was enabled to perform rhe Duties 
of that Evening z yea, the next days Duties ( being the Zords ds) with much vigor 
and ſtrength. And after theſe ſignal marks of the Divine fayour, and aſſiſtance, aford- 
ed both to his Soul and Body, he joyned with ſome other Miniſters and Chriſtians in 
keeping a Mohtthly Faſt to bumble and afflict cthemſe}ves for their own fins, and for 
the ſins of their Families, and of the Nation, And after theſe bis firſt turning roG od, 
he found a more then Prdinary afliſtance, both in his Studies and Miniſtry, the Lord 
caſting in abundant maKer, and ſuitable Aﬀections in the delivery thereof, : 
More of = April the 3othi Anno Chriſts 1665. being the Lords day, Mr. Tregoſs, whilſt he 
gue was in Prayer, was much diſtracted abour- his intended Preaching in Publick, 
whereunto ke ſcemed to be drawn by a very ſtrange, tbough manifeſt courſe of Pro- 
vidence, which he ſtrongly reſiſted, till at laſt he was forced co yeild, That Week he 
had been wondering what the Lord would do with him. He could not ſtudy as for- 
merly, but was induced, and over-ruled to read a Practical Diſcourſe of Selſ-denial : 
—— And the Lord furniihed his Meditations wich many paſſages about Sufferings, and the 
Creatures Duty to be, and live in the. Will of his Creator, and to reſign bimſelf whol- 
ly to his diſpoſal. And when he had ended his reading, caſting bis Eye vpon his Bidle, 
the firſt Words he met with, were thoſe, ar. 9. 36. When Te ſaw the Multitnde he 
m —_—_— on them, becauſe they fainted, and were ſcattered abroad, as Sheep having 
no Shephrer + 
. - — Ar the reading of this Text hefnwardly trembled, and the Lord ſeemed immediatly 
to intimate to him, that he ſhould put on the like Bowels, But bereupon be queſtion- 
ed with himſelf, where he ſhould find ſuch an opportuniry of Preaching in Publick ? 
And preſently Mabe (which is a Daughter- Church to Miter, and bad Preaching in irs 
only every other Zords day ) was preſented, and ſuggeſted to his Thoughts : And after 
many Reaſonings, and Diſputes within himſelf, being bdackwatd to yield to the will 


ot 
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of God : He at laſt reſolved to ſend thicher ro enquire whether any Miniſter wou!d 
be there the Lords dap following ? And anſwer was recurned, that there would be none. 

Yer itill doubting whether he might look upon this as a Call from God, he caſt his 
Eye upon his Bible, and met with that Text, Luke 11. 33. No Man when he hath lighted 
aCandle, putteth it in a ſecret place, or under a Buſhel, but on « Candleſtick, that they 
that come in may ſee the Light. This Scripture cleared all his doubrs, and anſwered 
his objections, allayed all his carnal fears, and confirmed him - in his reſolution of 
Preaching in publick the next Lords day, And accordingly, when the Sabbath came, 
he went thicher, and found the People willing to bear, and all things inviting him to 
embrace the preſent opportunity, and ſo he went on and preached withour any diſtur- 
bafice, and the Lord aſſiſteq him in all the Duries till be had concluded them. 

— The report ef this Days\work was ſoon ſpread abroad, and came to the Ears of Mr. 
The, Robinſon, a Juſtice of the Peace. The next LordFday, being May the 9:h, the 
Morning proving, rainy, Mr. Tregreſs preached in his own Houſe, upon the Text, 
Lake 21, 19. In your Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls ; not expecting any diſturbance thar B__ 
Day by reaſon of the fowl weather.Bur afrer the Sermon was ended, Mr.Kobinſon came Hz is rer- 
ro his Door, and baving entred, rook the Names of thoſe that were preſent : And re- {ecurce. 
quired Mr. Tregoſs to pur in Saretigs for the Good Behaviour, or to render himſelf to 
the Conſtable upon his Order, the Anzday Seven-night after ; Mr. Tregroſs refuſed to 
do che former, but promiſed to perform the latter, Tg 

After Mr. Robin/ons departure, they mer again in the Afternoon, and went through 
with the Durics without any dilturbance. The next Lords day he preached again at | 
Mabe without interruption. Bur when the Exerciſes were finiſhed, he was ſerved His ſecond 
with a Warrant to appear before Mr, Robinſon at Helleſtone on the Taeſday following, Impriſcn- 
Ac his appearance he jaſtified his Preaching with much evidence, and boldneſs. Bur Pet 
notwithitanding all that he ſaid, he was ſent ro Lanceſtene Gaol, there to remain for 
three Monche, This he ſubmicred ro, nor only patiently, bur joyfully. In his paſſage 
toPriſon he embraced all opportunities for the comfirming, and comforting of ſuch 
Chriſtian Friends as he mer with by the way. .And whilſt be continued in Priſon, his 
Spirit was very free, and much enlarged wich thoſe Divine influences, and refreſhings 
which God gave in. co him. SY 

- He ſpent his time in Prifon in Reading the Holy Scriptures, in heavenly Meditations, 
n Faſting, Prayer, Holy Conftrence with, -and Preachiog'to ſuch as were his Priſon 
Fellows, or char came to viſit him, Few there were that came to bim, bur eirber they 
did,or might be great gainers by converſing with him. Now the time of his impriſon- 
ment being expired, 7aly the 2914, he was ſer ar liberty, and after his return home 
he rook the firſt convenient opportunity of keeping a Day of Thankſgiving, for the 
many experiences that he had of Gods goodneſs and mercies'to him and his,during all 
the time of his Confinement,. | : 

—— But be had not been at home above four Days, when Mr. Robinſon gave out, that 

. he woul&@ſpeedily ſend hum back to the Place from whence he came : And ic order 
thereunco, upon the Friday or Satwday afrer, he prepared himſelf to ride-to the 
Marker, there (as it were reported) ro meer with another Juſtice of the Peace, who 
ſhould zoyn with him in a Warrant tor aſecond Conviction of Mr, Thegofs for # Con- 
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venticler, and to proſecute ſome others alſo, _. {- +1147 TH 7 
-» But whilſt he was at a Tenement of his, his own Bull {which was never known to c. | 
—have hurt any before) followed him in a Field wich much: fury, and gave him ſome —__ 
- mortal Wounds whereof he died ſoon after. b 9.1 ? hy , 
— Auguſt the 2016, Mr. Tregoſs went again and: Preached at Afabe Church; ir being 
the Lords day;and he went through with his work withour'any difturbance:The like he 
did on that Day Fortnight after ; ſpending;the. intervals with much adtivity.in his Ma- 
fiers Service elſewhere, Yer had he many diſiwafives by. Chriſtian | Friends: from 
Preaching publickly ; but aPthe Arguments which they urged, could not ſatisfic his 
Conſcience : And therefore S-ptember the 18:6, he was again commircted to Lanceffon 
Goal for publick Preaching : Whicher he went wicth-comtourtable perſuafions rhar God 
would be with; and carefully protect and provide for himſelf and his Family” which vere 
God made good to the utteritioſt. , | \ | _—— 
— This bis Second impriſohment in that place, - conduced much, through the Lords - 
bleſſing, ro the gocd ef many, Souls. For the report of his Bonds being ſpread abroad 
_-_ came to viſit him, to whom he imparted freely bis'Spitirual Gifts; and by God's. : 
Bleſſing upon his labours, ſome Oneſimws's were begotten chrough the Goſpel, ,in| bis 
Bonds, P Durifg 
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HisIndu- — Daring this Impriſonment he took ſeveral Opportunities of Vifiting the com. 

ſry. mon Priſoners, whom he endeavoured to convince of their Sins, and there dangerous 
eſtare by reaſon of the ſame, &c, Alſo while he was ander this Confinement he enjoy. 
ed many Divine Suavities, and Spiritual refreſhments in his Soul, eſpecially in the 
time of Duties : He had alſo many fweer and gracious returns to his Prayers; and 
ſome Prophetick intimations of future Providences, As 

A ſ-ecia} — Oftober the 24. He praying earneſtly that God would vouchſafe him opportunities 

Provi- of doing him Service, the Lord was pleaſed to cauſe him firmly to believe that he 

dence. ſhould ſhortly be releaſed from this reſtraint,and that be ſhould beno more impriſoned 
im that place z which God made good unto him notwithſtanding many artrempts to the 
contrary. AlſoO&ober the 7:b,being much enlarged in praying forPatience and ſubmiſſi. 
en to the will of God, he grew very confident that ere long God would farther try him, 
So Oftober the 234. God ſeem lundry ways to intimate ro bim, that ſome great Af- 
fliction was near at haud, but that he ſhould be delivered from it, all which proved 
trpe,as will afterwards be ſhewen. 

.. — Again, Oftober the 27:h, Being earneſtly praying for the Nation, he was ſttongly 
induced to believe that ſome great Judgment was not far off : About which time 
there was often brought into his mind, and caſt inco his Thoughts that Text of Scrip- 
ture, /ſa. 21.16, Thws ſaith the Lord unto me, within a Year, according to the Tears of 
an Hireling, and all the Glory of Kedar ſhall fail, He oft-times mentioned ro ſome of 
his intimate Friends, what ſtrong imprefſions this Scripture made vpon his Thoughts, 
much wondring whar jt ſhould mean: But a little before the Year exſpired, the dread- 
ful burning of Lozdon hapned, which fully Interpreted thoſe afore-named Imprefſ- 
ſions. ! 

Mis delivee _ December the 14th, He was delivered out of Priſon, and upon his retury home he 
2G wa " kept a Day of Thanksgiving z and ſhortly after he ſer apart every Txeſday, which he 
kept as a Day of Humiliation, or Th giving » either wieh his Family, or with 
others more publicly. 7anuary the 8b, being the Lords day, he went to Mabe, 


— where he Preached both parts of the Day withour interruption, which was accom- 
A feciat Panied- with this remarkable Providence , that whilſt he was at Afabe, a Conſtable, 
i with an Officer from Pendennis Caſtle, came to his Houſe to ſeek him, but by that 


Provi- 
dence. means miſſed of him. 


_— 7amary the 12th, He began a Journey towards the Ea#F part of Corywal, and from 
Another. thence he went into Devonſbire. Aud the Lords day, and the Wedneſday following his 
Houſe was ſearched for him; bur Providence ordering his being from home,he eſcap- 
ed their Hands. In this Journey he went forth on the: Sonth of Corawal, and returned 
by the North,exerciſing in all Places where he came,and received great encouragment 
by the fruit of his Labours, | 
_— At his return, Febreary the 4th, going to Preach at Adabe, the Conſtable ſerved 
him with a Warrant, to carry him under the Cuſtody of the Mareſchat, as a dange- 
Fous, and ſeditious Perſon ; which yet be was ſo far from being guilty of, *chat nei- 
ther in his Preaching, nor Conference he ever medled with the preſent Dsſcipline, or 
Lirzrgy of the Church, much leſs with any State.affairs, ' Nay, he perſwaded others 
to be obedient to the Higher Powers : And it his dayly exerciſes he put up many fer- 
vent Petitions for the Kings Majeſty. | 
His fourrh — Being now under the Cuſtody of the MHareſchal of Bodmin, this his impriſonment 
Impriſon- brought him into acquaintance with ſeveral Perſons who reaped much good, and be-' 
— nefit by his Miniſtry, The Mareſchal uſed bim civilly, yet did he meet wich more 
difficulties then in his former'Confinements : Bur yet the Lord honopred bim with the 
Converſion of many Soals; ' And he continued in this Prifon till abont the midſt of S op- 
tember, Anno Chriſti 1667. And being,on a time very earneſt in Prayer for his enlarge- 
ment, a portion of Scripture was preſented ro his Thoughts, which made fo an 
His releaſe jmprefſion-upon him ; as that he was raiſed toa great corfidence, that if be was deli- 
-4 the veredit ſhould be by an Order from the Kings Majeſty. And nat long after, whilſt he 
6 was under. farious Afflitions concerning his Family, the Afareſchal received a ſpecial 
Order from the Kings Majelty for his enlargement. 
His Sick- _— In February, Anno Domini 1668. coming to Pexrin to Preach his Mwnday's Lefture, 
nels © he fell ſick ofa Fever, which held bim all that Week. And upon the Lords day Morn- 
ing, the ſence of his'own weakneſs did formwhat affet him,becauſe the People,whoat- 
rended upon his Miniſtry,,had'none to ſupply his room : whereupon be had that Scrip- 
ture impreſſed upon his Thoughts, //a. 40, 31- They that wait on the Lord ſhall renew 
| their 
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their ſtrength , &c. This wrought ſo much upon him,that he reſolved to ariſe : But all. _ 
his Friends that were about him laboured to diſſwade him from his purpoſe, knowing Hlis ftrange 
how weak he was, butthey could not prevail. And when he had got on his Cloaths, *** EY” 
be applyed himiclf ro his Lords work ; and as-he proceeded, and went on in it, 
ſtrengch by degrees, was given in to him, fo that he Preached thrice that Lords day, 
chooling that Text afore-named | ſa. 40. 31.] for his Subjet; and to the great ad- 
miration and aſtoniſhment, as well of himſelt as of his Friends and Auditors, he found 
bimſelf well ar Night, neicher did he feel ſv much as any relicts of his Diſtemper after- 
wards. 

— In the beginning of the Year 1669. the number of his Auditors was ſo much avg- His remove 
mented, as that the Roomy wherein they uſually mec would not contain them, which © Perrin. 
occaſioned rhe removal of their Meeting into a Jarge Barn, until, being ſummoned by 
the Proprietor of that Barn, to quit his Houſe, he thereupon took up his Habiration 
in the Town of Penrin, Yet betore his removal, a AMirrimw came from the Quarter 
Sefſians, grounded upon an Information given in by the Biſhop of the Divcelſs,to ſend 
him to rhe Gaol at Lavceſfon, for Preaching publickly, . 

——The Conſtables coming tg ſerve the Warrant, one of them more violent and furious A Strange 
then his fellows, whilit he reaſoned with Mr. Tregeſs, holding the Mittimm in his Provi- 
Hand, ſunk down in the place, ſeeming at the preient to b- dead : But by the dili- Sc 
gent endeavours of thoſe abuur him, he was brought to himſelf again, whereupon he 
departed without executing the Warrant, And that which made this the more re- 
markable, was, for that this Conſtable was a luſty ſtrong Man, and never fainted in 
ail his Life before, And though they came again, ſome days after, ro execute the 
Warrant, yet had they not power to carry him to Priſon : For which ( as it was re- 
porced) the other Conſtable was Fined at the next Seffions, | 

_— Art the Summer Aſſizes, Anno Chriſti 1669, Mr. Tregoſs having ſome Afﬀiirs which 
called him co Lanceſton, in his Journey he was invited to viſit ſome part of the North 
weſt parts of Devonſhire ; from whence, for Preaching ina private Houſe in the Pa- ., . 
rilh of Great Torrington, he was ſent to Exeter Gaol, with ſeveral others of the __—_ ns 
Town, and of Bideford ; who being all Bailed, had for. that time no other. trouble Goal, bur 
then to Travers a Bill for a Rior, which was preferred againſt chem, bailed. 

— In his return from Ex2n, he ſpent ſome few days at Crediton, in which place he - 
contracted. an incimace Friendſhip with a Perſan, who was Providentially caſt there at — 
that time, to whom he diſcloſed and uaboſomed many of che choiſeſt accidents; which - 
befel him in moſt of his Life, And albeit they never ſaw each other afterwards, yet — 
this Friendſhip was preſerved inviolably, improved by Paper- Converſation, till Dzath 
made a diſunion, or rather a Suſpenſion for the preſent. This trouble which befell 
Mr, Tregoſs in Devorſhire, wag an occaſion of much good to many Souls in thoſe parts z 
For it opened a Door to many Hundreds in. D-venſbire, whorreſorred to bim in bisTra- 
vels, and (o became partakers of his Miniſterical Gifrs, which (through the concur- 
rence of Divine Grace) were very effteCtual for the good of their Soals. | 
—This made him to lay dut himſelf Day an4 Night co the ucmoſt of his Strerigth, His Indu- 
allowing his Body no ntiore then extream-neceſſicy required, that ſo be might im- try, _ 
prove all advantages and opportunitys for the advancement of his Maſters Service. — pas 

The Bill which had been preferred againſt him at £xerer, neceſſicated bim to attend — 

the ewo following Afizes, where he was at laſt freed by Proclamation. Burt in the -- 

mean while, his return into thoſe parts was of no ſinall advantage for the Propagation — 

ofthe Goſpel. Some of rtho'e Perſons who diſcovered their Malice againſt Mr. Tre- 

goſs, for Preaching at Torrington, were ſhortly after taken away by unnatural Deaths, 

not without ſome ſignal rokens of Gods diſpleaſure againſt chem, as will appear by 

this his following Letter to an intimate Friend. 


Penrin, September the 16th. 1670. 

My dear Brother, | 
T this Aſlize at Exon I was called to my Tryal, bat vo Perſecut ing Per ſor: appearing 
to give in Evidence againſt m2, my Jury acquitted mes, and a Verditt of Not- 
Guilty was returned. George Smith, the Depury Miaior of Torrington, who was 4 
grand Enemy in this buſineſs, when the Conventicle was ſurprizea, was attending at Lent- 
Aſſizes, but the Tryai being then put off, by this Aſſize G:d did diſabled him for ſuch 2 
f onrney, he having received, in a drunken Voyage, afall from his Horſe, by which bis 
P 2 Shoulder: 
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S s dented 2, is diſlocared,and he thereby rendreod tmableto dreſs or wadreſs himſelſ: And - 
-- more lik» 19 abide fo, to the day of hs D:ath. His Wife alſo (that violent Woman) dyed of a 


% 


n* dy Timpany ; a fearf#l Spettacle ro all Beholders. She departed hence the Night of the Lords 


day yn which I exerc:ſ:d ar Torrington , in my {orrning now to my home. 1 ſuppoſe you 
heard alſo of the bad eaa of anether Perſecutor there, one Dennis, Smith®*s Brother in 

_ Law, who ſo machriygojzced when our Me:ting was broken up, affirming that the ſur ifal 
of that Conventicle, did him more good, and more rejoyced him, then all his loſſes did 
ſadden him. His Wiſe alſo bitterly belched ont theſe words concerning me : Hang the 
Rogue ; hang him on the Sign-poſt, or next Tree, and never ſend him to Exon, This 

_ poor wretch did hang himſelf in his own Study, and thereby his Eſtate is forfeited to the 
Tow, 

-— Mary take much notice how ſiqnally Gods hand hath been againſt them fince that Meer- 
ing ras diſturbed, There area wry precious bandfal at Chimly, Sourh Monſron, and the 
#adjacent Parts, who gladly receive the Word, Tutir ready ſubmiſſion to the Truth in my 
former Journey, engaged my Heart to viſit them again; and [ hape orr ſering ont another 
hath not been in vain, Texr Memory us very dear unto many of them, and your ſcatterings 
there. I wiſh thy might ſee you ugain. A fraitſul keavenly Lip to improve Traths impart- 
ed, by correſponding preſſing Conferences, us much wanring among #5: 1 pray yoa beg it for 
me, and your other Brethren now laboxring, My complaints will net cracifie my nnbelieve, 
Pride, aid deadueſs : Prey you\labour for me with God, with whom 1 leave you, and 
avs 

Your moch obliged Brother 


in the Lord T.T. 


His heaven. Not long before his Death, |be was ſtrangly, he knew not how, raken up in con- 
ly-mmnd- verſing with the Stare of the Saiors departed, who were Martyred for the Teſtimony 
edacls. 


of 7cſu:,as he himſclt acquaints us in his Letrer to his Boſom Friend ; as followerh, 


Perrin, Otteber the 7th. 1670, 


My dear Brother, ' | 
(| Am a Sympathizer with you in d:ar Ar. R*s loſy of ſo choice a Mate : But I ſuppoſe 
bis ſo Exemplary living ou God,” will do much to quiet hims in the loſs of the beſt enjoy- 
ment, nor-everlaſting : And the yraund of Hope thar ſhe is ſafely Honſed from the Storms 
we feel and fear, will, 1 believe, do more ſweetly to reconcile him to this ungrvateſul, and 
Fleſt:-diſcufting ſtroak, As for nhat God ſpraks to you by this Providence,1 think'ris plain : 
10 wit : that you more eff: thually dayly Di: to what 1s nor Gdd and Spirit + And that you 
enure your Sonl to more deep: and fixed Thoughts of your own Diſſolution, I hear that many 
very precious ones bave been lately at London (through a maligrant Diſtemper in their 
Bowels) called home, The Lord wore ſally warn them who ſurvive, and us alſo, of 1 hoſe 
black, and tempting days which, probavly, are near ns. My thoughts have been much, of 
— late, ſettled, 1 know not how, 08" conver ſing with! he State of departed Saints, Martyed 
- for the Teftmmony of Jeſus. I have obſerved in ſpecial two paſſages in Mr, Foxes Atts and 
Mon. The oze of Mr. Rogers, the Protomartyr in .9. Maries Reign : Who in his Pris 
ſo bad this paſſage to the Prixzer of Mr. Foxes Book, th:n iu Bonds with him, Tho ( [aid 
— he) ſhalt live to ſee the alteration of this Religion, and the Goſpel freely Preached again t 
- And therefore have me commended to wy Brethren, as well in Exile as other s,and bid them 


A PrediQti- be circamſpett in diſplacing the Papilts, and put ing good Miniſter + i8to Church, wy Ie o hots 


end will be warſe then ours. 

—— The Printer accordingly lived, but what remains for us, who have ſhameſully ſoehred his 
Connſe!, time will eviaence, The other is from Mr. Holland ; who thus beſpake Bonner af- 
ter his Sentence. This I dare -be bold in God, to ſpeak, (which by his Spirit I am moved to 


A Frophe- ſay) that God will ſhorten your band of Cruelty, that tor a time you ſhall not moleſt his 


Church : and this ſhall you in ſhort time well perceive (my Brethren) to be moſt true. For 

after this day, in thir-place, there ſhall not any bt, by bim put tothe Tryal of Fire and 

Fagot. After which there wagnor one burned in Smithfield. Hercin 1 principally confider 

=— that expreſſion : That fora time they ſhoald ut moleſt his Charch : The Lord prepare me 

— for aſuſſering Day, and if fair weather ſucceeds, we ſhall be moye watchful in its improve- 

-” x for eur Condition ii"s full of Threats and tronble, Warrants ate granted = the 
of . 
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levying of two Hundred and twenty Ponnds on me : Yet God hath bept them off : but I am — 
expetting daily to be ſtript of al. ' 

— Our meeting Place is taken from us, through their threatnings of our Landlord, We now 
meet at my Houſe, ard once every Lords day ahove the rumber ; lut wery few are free vo 
attend unleſs with foxr. I am alſo threatned to be perſecuted on the Corporation Law, 
ſothat I am conſt antly exp:ting an Impriſoxment : But 1 ſtall endeavour to turn into thz 
frong Hold as a Priſouer of Hope, 1 ſhexld very gladly underſt aud more perticularly how 
it is with you in this troubleſome and ſickly time : However, the Lord clear wp your in- 
tereſt, and grant you aucpen Door, if called hence, into his Preſence with exceeding Joy. 
[ſhall commit jou to Godgbeſeeching him to guid aud nſe yert, ard ro preſerve Jou blamclejs to 
his Kingdow, Iam 


Yours moſt unfcignedly, 


- 


T. Tregoſs. 


D —And. this indeed was a Prop hetich intimation of the nearnefs of his Diſſolution, 
and entrance upon that Life, which he was immedgiaily more fully ro partake of. Ic 
was an old Obſervation froMn 2 great Maſter of Wildom(Paare Pario Hiſt, Corn.Tient,) 
That ir is natural for Men near their. Graves, from ſome intrinfick cauſe, unknown to 
themſelves, to be diſtaſted with kumane otfairs, &c. What this Wiſe Man obſerved 
of Men in general, I chink, is moſt true of many holy Chriitians, who a liccle before 
their difſulucion are frequently called off, and feparat:d from humane affairs,to a fidu- 
clalconverſe with coming Glories, and the Life of juit Men mace perfett : which was 
the frame of Mr. Tregoſſes Spirir, not long before his Death, though he himſelf was » 
not apprehenſive that his change was ſo near, 
[-- After Mr. Tregsſs came to reſide at Penrin, he hired a Houſe for a Meeting-place 
on the Lords day in 1he Pariſh of Mibe, where he Exerciſed without interruption, 
from Midſummer, Anno Chrijti 1669. to the Tenth of May, 1670. After which day ©  :-- 
there were two debaucked Perfons that turned Informers, hoping thereby to get God's Pro- 
- St : VIdence. 
fuel for their Luſts : who having procured a Warrant, required the Officers to at- 
trend them every Loras day, and made Oath againſt Mr. Tregeſs and ſome others ſor a 
breach of the Sratate then in force againit Conventicles : This fcarred away moſt ofhis 
Hearers, eſpecially thoſe that had any conſiderable Eſtates, Yer, though there were 
many Fines laid upon him, which amounted to 226 /. yer the Lord fo ordered things, 
as nothing he had was (eized upon. 
_— This Meeting being thus dillolved and broken, he reſolved to drive the Nail that 
would go, and to Preach the oltner tO a Statute-number : And herein his Jabours were 
ſ» many and great, as though his Bogy were of Steel, yer could he not Jong hold He exrb. 
6ut, For he Preached five times every Lords day, and in the Evening made Repetition _—_ | 
of ſome part. He alſo continued the Tueſdays, and Toxrſdays Exerciſes, beſides ſome => : / 
others, He was —_— by bisFriends to favour himſelf, and to moderate his | 
pains : But the great ez] he had for the keeping it on, and advancing the work of 
God did ſtop bis Ezrs agzinſt all difiwaſives of this kind : But having at laſt worn our 
himſelf, and exhauſted his Spirits, he fell inroa Griping of the Bowels, occalioned by 
a Flatus Hypochonariachus, or Melancholly Wind, as his Phyf:ian affirmed ; which 
bronght him ſo low and weak, that his Friends judged him to be paſt recovery ; and 
be himſelf expreſſed a longing deſire to be diſſolved, and to be with Cbrif, | 
— But the Lord was pleated co reprieve hinrfor alittle longer, and fer hum once more 
vpon his Fect, though he took not the Air. Ard as {oon as he perceived a ſmall re- 
cruit of his ſtrength, be began to fall upon his work again : Yet this continued bur 
for a very ſhort rime, before a Feaver ſeized on him, and put an end to all his La- fis laſt 
bours and Troubles, His deportmenc during both times of his Sickneſs was like his Sicknels. 
Life, very ſweet and heavenly. Upon the 18:4. of Faxxary, perceiving the Hour of 
bis Diſſolution ro draw near, and be at band, he took his Farewell of his Friends in a 
long Specch, whereof you have a patr: as followeth, - : 
— 1 thought 1 ſhould bave ſome more turns with my Lord in his Gallary, but he hath turn- lis laſt 
ed his Back and is gone, and calls me to come after him. [naccd thoygh | bed ſome Di- Spzcch. 
ſtemper of Body, yer I did not think 1hat Death was ſo nigh, till, puuting my hand ypon 
Wy Brow, I ſclt the tokens thereof. Think, Think not therefore that it js a jnhſo phapt aſe: 
that moves me thus to ſp:aky For I know ir tobe right reaſ-n; And ſeeing the Lora haih 
leſt with me a ſew mot hfuls, of- Breath ; Let megyho «nm your ſaithſn! Paſter,er rhe rokyng ef 


ar 
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my Farewel of 'you, drop a ſew words among you before be calls away this Breath of mine, 
aud ſay , Breath no more through the Body, tut lay it down in the Duſt. 

O my Friends! My Friends | Tou know that 1 have often warned you of evil Days, and 
new I muſt erce more tell you that there is a dead Dey, a dark Day a coming, O! what 
will 1bis poor People do : O my Friends | Did we think that after ſomany Faſting, and Hu- 
miliation Days, aſter ſo many Thanksgiving Days, after ſo many Sacrament Days, we 
ſrorld ſee ſuch a Day as this? O'! But #t may be, you will ach me ſuch a Queſtion as this: 
Do yen realy belicve that you ſorall Die? Indeed, Friends, there is nothing but Omnipo- 
rency that £11 bear me vp. And if you atk what 1 think of my ſeif ? Truly Friends] can ſay, 
that | have walked among you by the pure Copy of the Holy Scriptures, and Life of Chriſt : 
Ard thrergh the Grace of God ;jn Chriſt- Jeſus, / ſoall be preſented ſpotleſs to the Fa- 
ther, 

wm I:deid who I was young 1 had my youthly Vaxities ; but in the Year 1664. upon 4 
New-years-day th: Lord was pleaſ-4 ro meet with mr, andth:n, and th:n, even then did 
hr ſer all my Sine beſors m2, And thoſe very Sins which wrre ſmall to mz beſore, were, b 
the Spirit of te Lord in that Rod, made as bitter as D:ath it ſelf : My Night Child- hood 
f-r.s z mi ſl:naev youthful ſins, were now to me very hainons, and abominable. Where ore, 
my Friens, I charge you tomake Conſcience of thoſe ſins © Yea, of the leait of them which 1 
have warned you ef. 

_— Some may think me Paſſionate, and ſome may think m? ſrvere and wuncharitable ; but now 
I ripert that 1 bad net dealt more impaertially and plainly with you, However, in the Trath 
of the Lord, according to mine ability, I have walked among you : And I hops that you 
will roc think it rediovs if 1 drop a few Words pon my Grave befare I die, Then the Phy- 

« ſician ſtopping him, intending /ty deſire him to leave off ſpeaking, teſt h: ſhould ſpend his 
Epirits too mmm h, Mr. Tregots\ſaid, 

Give me leave toſpeak, fer 1 am npon the borders of Eternity ; and I think you all lock 
r-pon ws 45 a dying Man : You may therefore ſuffer me to ſpeak, as much as I can. I am 
goirg to my grea', to my dear Father, to my beſt Friend, to him in whom [I have Believed 
His Face 1 bope to ſee ; in his Boſom I hope to lye down this Day. Oh! What unſpeakable 
Glory is it to ſee tkeGlory ef mine Everlaſting God? O my Friends! I mnſt tell you the 
Truth: Though ſometimes there have been upon my pbantaſie ſtrange black Clouds, which 
made m: to ſpeak, ſomemhat inconſiſtent, and were ſuddenly blown off again ; yet little doth 
any one kxow the reviving Incomes { had then, even then from my God : And the laſt Lords 
Gav at Nlghr, the Lord gave me ſome ſweer rarns with himſelf : O ! It waa pleaſant 
N:ght with me : [ wasupwith God ; and God was down with mc. O) It was to me as 
the gorns Hp ro Parachic. O ! Low ſweer was it to me ? 

— ind, wew my Frizas, I muſt tell yo, that through many Tribulations you muſt 
enrer into the Kingdom of Ged: Some of you kave reld mt" your Thoughts conceruing me, 
That I have walked in all good Conſcience towards God and Man, O Friends! Whatſoever 
things ye have ſeen in me that were honeſt ; whatſoever things were juſt ; whatſoever things 
were of good repert, purſue thoſe things, Rely not upou the World ; ſor the World will leave 
you cold ard heipleſs. Aud now Friends, I muſt go to ſee the Lord, and this Body of mine 
muſt bz laid in the Diſt, and never riſe more until the Reſurrettion Day,” And muſt ma- 
ny of jou go frem this place, and com: naked before the Face of God? O Friends, If there 

e any Hope; if there be any Love; if there be any Conſolation in yon , think on 
theſe things ? Tou know I have. When I came to this Town, ſome may think 1 came to fill 
au empty Bag, and to get a livelibood among, this People : But, Godis.my Witneſs, I had 
not this in mize Eye. 1 ſought not yours, but you. And now Friends, Fleſh, and Blood will 
ſay, "tis bard to part with dear Friends, to part with a Dear Wife, to part awith Dear 
Children : But as the Lord hath) given themto mt, ſo I now leave them with the Lord, 

—— Ard I call you to Witneſs that 1 leavz this dear Wife of mine with the Lord: and theſe 
dear Children of min? with the Lord, and to be protetied by him, to be maintain- 
cd by him; to be kept blameleſs ta the Day of his appearance. Taough Men may 

- prove ankind unto them, as 1 ſuppoſe they will ; yet the Lord, I know, will net, { 

— muſt into Enternity. The Prophets do not live for ever ; Neither can they Prophefie for 

— ever, I have been but ayattng Branch, ' and you ſee, the Lord is cuting me down this, Morn- 

- ing. O Bleſſed Lord God! ſhall there not be a meeting in Paradiſe ? Shall not thy Ser- 

— vant ſee thee, and love thee, and embrace thee, aud be embraced by thee? Oh 

.- Lord\ Give a good evidence to thy Servant, that he may know that be belongeth to 

thee. 

9 _-Aora, thon haſt given him the working of an Heart purifying Spirit, And are not theſe 
- Tokens 


” 
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Tokens of thy free Grace ? aud of thine Eternal Love in Chriſt Jeſus: And now Lord God 
thy Servant muſt away,and be avout other work, Thy Servant muſt away to holy Angels and 
ro the Spirits of juſt men made perſet. He muſt away to ſerve the Loyd in his upper Cham- 
hers, He muſt away, Lord,and never look on theſe Earth things mare. And,now O Friends,one 
I thing tell you ; I ſhall come again with my Lord in moſt excellent Glory ; and you then muſt 
come before him, But [ fear, 1 fear, that then ſome of you will be in a very lor, poor, and miſe- 
rable condition. Well, 1 commend you to the Love, and Grace of God, the Eternal Father 
in Jeſus Chriſt. And 7 pray you get your Hearts ſull of the Love of God, and of the Grace 
of God, and full of the Holy Ghoſt, And now think on theſe things that 1 have delievred 
wnto you, inthe Name of the Lord! I muſt go, and deliver up my accounts to God: And 


— 


— 


— 


O, that 1 may deliver them up freely: That I may be able to ſay : 1 have run my Race; © 


1 have finiſhed my Conrſe : 1 have ſought the good Fight : I have kept the Faith: Aud - 
what remains but that 1 recerve the Crown which the Lord Jeſus,the Kighteons fudge hath - 
prepared for me. And now'l commit my ſelf to the Lord: And my Wife and Children to - 
the Lord: 1 commit my Spirit to thee, O Father of Spirits. 1 commit my Soul to thee, O - 


Deareſt Lord : Keep theſe that do believe on thee. 


_— Theſe Words he ſpake with a more audible, and clear yoice then he was wont to 


do in his ordinary Preaching. And about an Hour ard an half after he bad ended this His Death; 


Speech, he departed this Lite, 7anwary the 18th, Auno Chriſti 1670. 


— Mr. Tregroſs was of a middle Stature, his Hair Black, his Face paliſh, not-perfeQly 


round, nor ſong. His Spirit was Maſculine, Generous, and Grear, agreeable ro the Ais Chara- 
Condition of his Anceſtors. There was a fparkling vivacicy apparent in moſt of his in» &cr- 


renſe Aftions. His natural Humour was not moroſe, but Atfable ; yer was he not with- 
out a tintore of dark Melancholly, which yet his Grace improved to a great meaſure 


of ſeriouſneſs. He had alſo ſome fparks of Choller, which being ſpirited with warm 
Aﬀections fot God, brake forth in a pure Flame of Divine Zeal. His natural Judgment 
ſeemed deep and ſolid z his Will firm, and fixed ; His Memory tenatious and faithful : 
His AﬀeCtions tender and active, And the whole capacity of his Soul fit for great im- 


ploymencs, ; ; 
_- But the more liluſtrious and bright part of his CharaQter regardeth bis gracious Ca- 


ity, and Diſpoſitions. His Perſonal Holineſs was eminent and remarkable. And pro- His Holi- 


Learning, and School of Chriſt, and' his Service. Aﬀtet Jann-ry, Anno Chriſti 1664. 
(From whence he Dated his Converfion) he baniſhed boch from his Hearr ard Life 
many Vanities whith be had been addifted ro. Neither did he acquire his Godlineſs 
at ſo cafie a rate as moſt Profeſiors do. No, his Hears was firſt deeply wounded fot 
ſin, and afterwards delivered from it. He was for ſome while under many and great 
extremities by reaſon of a Spirit of Bondage, which yet made way ſor a Spirit of a 
Adoption, He was throughly and ſoundly convinced of his Spiritual Death by Sing 
and that opened tro him a Door of Life by Chriſt, And the intire change of his Heart 
much appeared, 'in the Change of his Life; and in his laſt end. Neither had he ſome 
particular Graces only, but a Combination, and complication of many amiable 
Graces, ſeemingly oppoſite, appeared viſibly in him. How affable, and courteous 
was he, and yet how ſevere againſt Sin? What Meekneſs and Humility, in bis own 
cauſe ? And yet what Courage; and Magnanimity in the cauſe of God, ſhone in him ? 
How much fear, and Holy ſelf-jealoufie, and yet how murh Chriſtian boldneſs, = 
confidence was he poſſeſſed with ? What an inflexible, and ſtrong bent for God, an 

againſt fin ſeemed he to bave ? And yet how flexible and complying with others for 


thcir Good was he ? | 
_- Hedid not, as ſome; take Chriſt to eaſe bimſelfof his work, or to ſecure his Luſts, 


bly, few in this Age, bave, for ſo ſhort ſtanding, made a larger proficiency in the ncls. 


but ro kill them, and'ro quicken himſelf co Duty. His Peace of Conſcience was main- His Sinc*- 
tained, not by Peacz; but by War with fin : It was not only from, but in God : Fity+ 


He had not only a form of Cbr:/t in his Life, and Picture of bim in bis Fancy ; butalſo - 
the Image of, Union with, and Love for Chriſt in his Heart. He affected oor ſo much — 


to entangle bis Thought with Diſputes about che Controverſies of Religion; as rq get — 
the Power of it ſtamped upon his own, and others Souls, His Faith did not lye level — 


with Worldly Intereſt, but was oppoſite thereto. He climbed nor, as ſome, to.che -- 


top of an high Profeſſion, without laying a deep Foundation in Self-detiial : He bot» 


rdwed not; as too many do; the Mazsk of Religion to conceal a rotren Heart : but — 


was unſatisfied in his Heart-cnquires after Grate, ill he arrived co ſich a tull meaſare — 


His 


thereof, as is not attainable by any Hyporthe; 


- .- Worldlings are in their higheſt, -His Mind was too great to put a great eſtimate upon 

— the empry Nothings of this Life. He brought his Natural deſires into a narrow com- 

paſs, and thence gained a great enlargment of Spirit, -<j--3 4 10% 

His artin — By his frequent and long: Sufferings be gained a great skill and dexterity in bearing 
bearing the_theCroſs.By ſtarving ſin,and crucifying his Heart to theWorld be took our the ftings of 
Crols. © his Sufferings. He knew that the Divine Will was more eligible then his own and theres 


- fore he endeavoured to conform unto it,as well by Paſſive as by Ative Obedience, He 
- knew that he could not glorifie God more ,- then by being content that God's Glory 
- ſhould gain by his private loſſes. He durſt nor make Sin a ſhelter againſt Sufferings : Or 
-- bear falſe witneſs againſt God, by repining under the Croſs. He was not ſo well pleaſed 
- with ſin,as to perfer ir before ſufferings : or ſo ill pleaſed wich Sufferings as to fly from 
-them,when he was called thereunto.Heinured himſelf ro theYoak ofCzrif,and ſo gain'd 
- the Art of bearing his Croſs. His Conſcience continued under a lively lenſe of Sin, and 
- that made himDead,and in a meaſure ſenſleſs under ſuftcrings. His will was ſo far broken, 
- as thar it could chearfully bend,and ſubmit to the Croſs; yea, to welcome Crofſes,when 
- in God's way he mer with them,When God brought him into any Afliction, orSuffering, 
- be waited there til|lGod brought himour,He knew bimſclf ro be nothing,and that made 
- him to bear any thing fromGod with contentment:And by knowing his own vileneſs,he 
— learn'd to juſtifieGod in every croſs. HisSpirit was generous & noble, like that of theEagle 
-- which is not clamorous when it wantsFood. He ſtudied Paſſiveobedienceas well as Atzve: 
— To be well pleaſed with whatGod did,as well as to do what was well-pleaſing untoGod, 
He had a fit diſpoſition, and qualification for the Croſs, which made that eaſfic to 
him which ſeemed intollerable unto others. As he durſt not make men Lords of his 
Faith, ſo neither of his Happineſs, by doreing on their Smiles,or fearing their Frowns ; 
but as Worldy men content themſelves with the World without God, ſo he en- 
deavoured to content himſelf with God without the World.” He had his preſent wants 
ſupplyed, by Ordinary, or Extraordinary ways and means, and therefore conceived 
it ro be his Duty.co truſt God for the future. He knew that he bad more of the 
Creature then hg, deſerved, and therefore was not anxious, and ſolicitous about ha- 
ving more, He was much taken up about the weighty things of Ecernity, and there- 
fore was little concerned about theſe lower, and baſer things. 

He had many Noble and Generous DiſpoGrions, and Qualifications, but no one ap- 
H'szZcal for peared more illuſtrious, and viſible in him, after his Converſion, then bis Zeal for 
G. d. and in,bis Matters Service,and the good of Souls, O ! What a rare,and excellent Qual- 

lity is a Publick $qaurit for God ? And how much was this holy Man inveſted, ard 
adorned herewich ? How little did his hot and flaming Zeal care co live, when the 
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Honour of his great Lord ſcemed to bleed and dic ? How Moſes like was he in Meck — 
neſs, as to injuries done unto himſelt ? And yet how impatient, 2nd Elias like, as ro - 
injurics done unto his Lord ? How modeſt and backward was he in his own cauſe ? = 
and yet how Magnanimus, and undoubtcd in the cauſe of God ?7,How little was it in = 
the power of the greateſt men to frown him out of Duty, or to flatter him into Sin? 
what a Maſculine Courage had he, joyned with a fixed refolution not to difplcaſe 
God to pleaſe Men ? Yea, how much vigour, and ſtrength did his Zeal gain by oppo- 
ficion ? He ſcemed indeed naturally to have an Heroick, Spirit , put how much did 
Grace transform this natural quality into a Divine Zeal ? How much of Divine flame , 
and how little of wild-tixe, and ſinful wrath was there in his Zeal ? 
— But notwithſtanding his ardent zeal for God , yet was he of a very quiet and peacea- yg. .,_.. 
ble Spirit. He did not ( Salamandexglike delight to live in the Fire ct Contention , —_—_— 
— but was of a uniting , healing Spirit.. He was not only a Patient , but alſo an Agent wu 

in {ceking after , and perſuing Peace. - He judged our Church-diviſtons to be one of 
ou rgreateli Plagues, . He had a Catholick, Univerſal Charity, and love for all: And 

albeit he hated the vices of wicked and ungodly men , yet he loved their Perſons. 

But he had a ſpecial and perticular affection tor all Saints, and that as Saints , making 

their Graces not their Opinions, the meafure of his love. His Spirit 3 and Principles 

were ſo peaccable , as that he deſired to avoid all needleſs diſputes , that might brecd 

ſirite, But when he was called to diſpute , or to confer with thoſe of different Judge- 

ments, he ſhewed forth much modeſty, and meekneſs 3 Arguing not for Glory and 

Victory, but to inquire into Truth 3 Wherein he affirmed nothing , but what he en» 
deavourcd plainly ard ſoundly to prove out of the Scriptures ; and when he could not 
fully comply with other mens perſwaſions, yet would he not impoſe his own on them, as 

the Rule of their Faith, or Communion, 
—And tho he could forbear , and bear with all for their good, yet he could not bear 
with Sin in any, but was a ſevere Admonitor , and Reprover thereof in all, Yea, His dexreriry 
his very preſence was a powerful and perſwaſive admonition to ſuch as he reprov- | y—— 
cd, For there wasſo much gravity and ſweetneſs mixed in his countenance , that _ 
one word from him would oft effe& more, then many from ſome others , eſpecially 
by his Holy Converſation, exemplifying what he urged upon others. From the Word 
ot God he much convinced ſuch as were defeQive in their Duty , ard ſubducd their 

- wills to the will of God._-I my (elf (faith mine Author heard him, in the preſence of — - - 
- ſeveral Miniſters,ſharply reproving the fins of Miniſters in miſpending their time whilſt — 

_ they were together, in frothy and unprotitab!e Conferences, which reproot he managed 

- with ſo much majcſty, and yet with ſo much Humility and ſubmiſſion, contirming, all 

that he preſſed from the Word of God, that all that were preſent could not but con» 

clude, that there was much of God in his ſo {caſfonable admonition and reproof. 
__ Neither did his ſeverity extend to the Sins of others only , but alſo to his own. as 63f ena] 
He was a diligent, and curious obſerver of his own Spirit , its ends, intentions , "ag Se 
inclinations, motions, riſings and fallings, as to Sin, or Grace. He alwayes kepta -- 
vigilant cye over his Heart , and every Night made perticular reflexions, on the — 

paflages of the Day paſt, witha ſtrict examination how he had ſpent it : What his — 
Converſation had been towards others? and how he had demcancd hirnſelt in his pri- 

vate Dutics towards God -? He examined , not only what he had done , butalſofrom 

what Principles he had done it. And thus , by the knowledg of what be had done, 

hecame the better to know what he was todo'z By ſtudying, well the book of his own 

Heart and life, he became a good Student, and proficient in the myltery of Godlincls , 

and of Sin. - He was a Man of great obſervation, and ot nothing more than of his 

own Spirit , its various vicifſitudes, turnings, and windings, &c, Thus he cameto 

have an intimate , and thorow acquaintance with his own Heart, and an experimen- 

tal ſenſe of the Holy Spirits working in him. _ Hence alſo he came to know what Sins ——” 

he had to confeſs, and humble himſclffor, What Mercies to bleſs God, or to petiti- —- 

on for : What burdens to groan under. At ſometimes he found himfclf under great — 

deadneſs and difiractions :; At other times under {weet infpirations and breathings — 

of the Holy Spirit, and enlargements of Heart, Sometimes he highed under linking — - 
deſpondencies, black unbelicte, and baſc Fears 3 At other times he was upon the wing — 

ot Faith, and full of courage. 
— He had his ſtated times for private and Family Dutics. Faith and Prayer were his 
chicfe refuge in all his troubles. And indeed he fcemed to drive a great Trade with 
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- Heaven by Prayer, wherein he was very powerfal and prevalent. He had a very 
— ſirugling, wreſtling Spirit in Prayer, b6ttomed upon a deep ſenſe of his own need, 
— large defircs, and lively workings of Faith. What ſtrength he gained by Prayer, he 
__ loſt not by careleſs negleRs after Prayer , but improved it for God. His Spirit ſeemed 
unſatisfied" in duty till he had met with God or ſomething from God. Sometimes he 
was dull and indiſpoſed in the beginning of a Duty 3 but before he came off, he found 
great aſſiſtance, When he found weaknels the Lord gave in unexpected ſupplies of 
ſtrength. When he was deje&ted or caſt down under any perplexing, diſturbing fears, 
or difficultics from within, or from without , he had recourſe to his Bible, and thence 
reccived frequently ſuch ſweet , and encouraging Promiſes , ſet home by the Spirit of 
God , as afforded abundance of refreſhing , and reliefe to him, 

His Family His Family Exerciſes and Diſcipline deſerve a perticular remark. He gaveno tol- 
Government, Jeration to any known Sin ,. or omiſſion of ayy Duty : He was very vigilant and dili- 
gent in preventing , or reproving the profanation of the Lords Dayes , even toidle 
words. Neither was he lefs careful of the Picus Education, and inftruction of thoſe 
under his Domeſtick charge. Every Morning and Evening, for the molt part , he 
read, and expounded a part of the Sacred Scriptures, ſung a Pſalm, and Prayed with 
them. Every Friday night he examined their proficiency in learning, the Aſſemblies 
leſſer Catechiſm, explaining ſome part thercof unto them. Every Lords dayat night 
( beſides other Duties ) he delivercd the ſubſtance of what had that Day been preached 
in the Sermons» And after ſuch exerciſes he examined his Servants, and ſuch chil» 
dren as were capable of what they remembred, not ſuffering any under hischarge, who 
would not give an account of their Faith, and progreſs in knowledge, When he 
did not read a Chapter his courſe was to examine and inſtruct his Servants concer- 
ning the Fandamentals of Religion, which was a great means of improving their 
knowledge. And, belides his private retirements and Family Duties, he had 

his ſet and fiated times evety Day to ſpend with his Wife in private Prayer, 
: ——Neither was this his Religious care of ipſtructing Souls confined only to his own 
His holy Con- Family, but it extended unto others alſo. He was endowed and inveſted with a fin- 
——_— gular Gift of perſonal confertnce, which talent he carcfully imployed for the good 
- of many Souls 3 Bring ready to take, yea to ſcek all convenient opportunities to treat 
- with them about their Eternal eſtate, He was much in preſſing Men unto Holineſs, 
_. He was wont to propoſe queſtions to thoſe with whom he converſcd , and deſired 
— the like of them, which courſe the Lord made very ſucceſsful. He eltcemed it no 
ſmall burden to be caſt into any Company, where his time was ſoent in unprofitable 
Z Diſcourſe, and when he was, by Providence, caſt upon fuch, his manner was to 
— put a fiop to ſuch unedifying conference , by ſpiritual Divertiſments, or turning it to 


ſome Holy Diſcourſe. When he intended to viſit any Chiſtian Family , his Method 
was + Firltto call his Wife and Mother, that they might joyn with him in Prayer 
for a Elcfling on his intended undertaking 3 And being greatly ſentible of the advantages 
that are acquired by Chriſtian conference, he gave thoſe of his Hearers, whom he 
judged moſt judicious , diverſe dircions for the right management thereof upon all 
occaſions, 
His viſiation "HE had agreat tenderneſs and regard to ſuch as were fick : And when he wasin« 
of the Sick, formed of their ſickneſs he ſtayed not till he was ſent for, and invited to come to 
them , neither did he rudely intrude were he could not expect to be welcome 3 but 
fr{t imployed a Friend that might intimate his willingneſs , and readineſs to come to 
them 3 And then, where he might be reccived , he failed not to viſit them, and to 
adminiſter ſuch ſpiritual advice and conuſcl as he judged to be moſt proper for the ſtate 
of their Souls:: And to thoſe who wanted a competent ſupply of conveniences he 
imparted not only of his Spiritual , but alſo of his temporal Gifts , according to what 
God had blefſed him withal. He failed not to pray with them before his departure, 
and not to ſpare any labor or trouble in the diſcharge of this Chriſtian Office and duty. 
His Miniſteria) — AS for other more extenſive parts of his Miniſterial Gifts and labors, they were 
Gifts and La- alſo very remarkable. His preaching was ſollid and practical. He had a great pathos 
bours. and vehemency in ſeting home Truths upon the Conſcience. His Sermons were full 
of plainneſs, and yet clothed with a Sacred Majeſty, -His words were familiar and 
yet very cfhcatious. He dwelt much upon awakning Truths , ſuch as might pierce 
and ſting the Conſcience of ſecure Sinners And yet to ſuch as needed conſolation, 


he was another Barnabas, full of —_— He had much of the Divine afliſtance 
as 
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as well in compoſing , as in the hearing Sermons. He oft ſaid , That wſnaly bis 
Sermons were given him upon bis knees, His manner and practice was, when kc had 

itched on a Text, to apply bimſelfro Prayer , and whilſt he was in that Duty, he 
had oft the Heads of his diſcourſe given in unto him. As for enlargements, he was 
never barren , having a faithful Memory that treaſured up all that he read, and an 
Elocution apt and able to deliver what he had fo treaſured up , upon all occalions, 

— Thoſe that knew him much admired that he could preach fo oft, and yet fo wcll. He 
was likewiſe endowed: with a large and excellent Gift in Prayer , which he alwayes 

_expreſſed in Scriptural Language, wherein he ſeemed to have much communion with 
God. 

— In bricf, he was one of divine Lights and Heats for God. His 7zes), in promoting His Charafet 
the wayes of God and his Glory , was ardent, and flaming. He was affable and in brief. a 
courteous in his Speech; Serious and Grave in his carrAge and deportment : Invinci- 
ble in his Couragez Charitable to ſuch as differed from him in thcir perſwaſions , fo 
long as he ſaw that their deſign was to promote Godline(s and Holineſs. Tempe< 
rate he was in the uſe of the Creatures, Frugal in husbanding of his precious time, 
Spending his ſpare Hours in walking , medicating, Praying, and converting' with 
Chriſtians abGSut their Soul-affairs. And indeed , he was of ſo Holy and Heavenly 
a diſpoſition and temper, as all good Men, who knew him, reverenced him. To con 
clude , his greateſt ambition ſeemed to be this, to a& and ſuffer ſomething more 
than ordinary for God, that ſo he might by a ſingular exemplary converſation, ſilence 
the reproaches of ungodly Men , and give check to the pride , vanity , and carnality 
of too many Profeſſors in theſe wanton Dayes , which he fadly bewailed , as a ſhrewd — 
Prognoſtick, and preſage of future deſolations : Only he hoped there were ſome, and - 
that the Lord would raiſe up more young Converts , who ſhould be furniſhed with - 
Spirits , and converſations for the pm of Chriſts Kindom. 

_- - But more of his Hopes , Fears, and frame of his Spirit will appcar by, and in 


theſe following Letters. 
Penrin® Ofiober the 5« 166g. 


My dear , and reſpefied Brother: - | 

F.. I May «ell you ſad fiories of my Heart 3 O ! how unbelieving, fearful , and faint — 
© found lit,on thoſe ſhort views I took of it : But that. God, on whom my ſcandalous -- 
© Heart hath raiſed ſo many falſe ſtories heretofore, and then gave my tcars the lie , - 

© and yet continue I untouch't, and undiſturbed to this hour. Ido calt my ſelf upoa 

* the diſpoſing hand of God , to live and dye in my liberty , according to his pleaſure. -- 

© When go torth, not expeQing to ſee my Family again , and my trequent eſcapes, - 

© fill me with pleating admirations of love , that ( thro Grace )I return triumphing in - 
this Goodneſs . How long this liberty may be. indulged , I know not : But I know - 

© he will be a good God when he ſcizeth our freedom in the Goſpel 3 And it will - 
© be the Rod of a Father, and. may tend . to our increaſe and ſettlement, > I have had — 
«© one very ſirange raiſing from the Grave fince I ſaw you, the circumſtances whereof 

© compelled me and others to own a very viſible finger of God 3 But a Narrative of 

© this would be too tedious. Idefire you would be importunate with God , that I 
{night cyc the approaching Glory, and the return of that great Shepheard , and 
*might feed in hope , ſingly aiming at the Lords blefled intereſt, being contented 

© with mine own greateſt Decreaſes , might that be encreaſed and enlarged. Gods 

© waterings and bleſſings muRt give . lite and fruit to all our poor and defective la- 
©beurings. O ! Beg that theſe may be eminently with me, Poor England I think is — 
©ncar heavy ſtrokes, for her barrenneſs , ſenſuality , and enmity againit the power -— 
© of Holineſs. The Lord grant that this may not come as a ſnare on you and me , but — 
© that we may be ſober 4 and watchful unto Prayer. The gracious Lord who dwelt 
*in the Buſh , be withyou ; to teach , ſirenghen and warn you, that in his Hand you 

* may be ſcrviceable and glorious» In him am , and ever ſhall be. 


Tour unfeigned Friend , yet unworthy Servant T. T, 
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— My dear Brother, ; 

*T Should rcjoyce to hear how God is dealing with your inward man, and what 

1 meaſurts of ſucceſs yoa are Crowned with in your labours of the Goſpel, 
* and intereſt of the Son of God in the world, We may put gueſs what God will 
* dowith usin the Land by his breathings with his Truths. I dctire with much 
© earneſineſs to know (ſeeing you have ſo many advantages beyond us in theſe poor 
© Corners ) how the Spirits of Profeſſors ſtand quallified, fo far as a conjeQure may 
© be made, by the viſible rerure of their carriage, I generally find a general ſecure, 
* earthly , lafie frame hath ſeized on thoſe among whom I occaſionally fall abroad : 
© Thope bettcr things with you 3 and that a more engaging reliſh, and talie of God 
* and Glory, *is fallen on their hearts, and a more retined pure Lip, ſeconded by 

- © a more humble, (clf-denying converſes before the world, O ! what a bleſſed Omer 
* would this be, that God is upon healing terms 6t Grace with England. I muſt 

_£ confeſs, in the place were I now labor, God is Travelling forth with a meaſure of 
* the greatneſs of his might. - Some moſi ſtubborn and obſtinate wretches, attend 
*the means, and our Mcetings grow 3 the Spirit of Jeſws hath made ſome to fall 
© under him, and our hopes of greater things are encreaſing, if the Lord for our un. 
* fruitful walkings blaſtnot all. 

_——<My dear Brother, I need not tell you how ſweet it is to be Tabernacling in 
© Mount Tabor, by cloſe believing Meditation, to ſee your Lord and mine , and on 
* thoſe veiws to rejoyce with Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory : And by. the ſame 
© alſo to mourn over unkinfneſs with bitterneſs, as for an only Son. Your received a- 
*nointings lead me, and keep you there: Only Lmuſt tell you, Sermons much wa- 
* tered in the Cloſet, and fieept in fervent Prayer, will ordinarily prove moſt quick- 
© ning to the dead, and confolating tothe Saints ; And an heart dropt upon by ſuch 
*veiws, Will lay a more than uſual tin&ure of Heaven upon the mouth, which will 
© have a choice influence in a Teachers treating with Souls, I muſt commit you to 


* Iſraels Keeper, in whom you may repute me, 


F 
Tour wnfeigned well wiſhing Friend, and engaged Brather, T, T. 
|  Fanuary 28. 1669. 


- My dear Brother, 

4 | See you have taken up a more than ordinary care for me, the ground of which, 
*X 1 ſuppoſe, is ſomewhat of God, your conjeQture is upon me : In which I beg 
© the Lord you may not be miſtaken. If I ſhould confeſs the truch to my boſome 
© Brother, my heart is ſuch a confuſed diſordered piece, its principles and ends lying 
© ſo veiled and hidden from my felt, that moſt frequently I am mine own ſtranger; 
© I know not who, nor what I am 3 whether God or ſelf ſwaics me» Only this 
* ltayes me, that were the eye of my heart levelled as direRtly, and in as much fingle- 
"neſs at the Glory of God in Chriſt , as I would have it bein my greateſt ſtrange- 
*nefs to him and my felf, Ithink I ſhould be fincere. This therefore | being much 
© my ſtate, I may admireat the touch of Gods finger upon your heart, to turn it 
' *to (uch a worm, -I had no ſooner the Letter, but 1 ſaw muchof God by itz andin 
.-.* ſuch Providences ( through the Redeemer) Idelire to hold ſome Communion with 
_—*him. 1 ſhall hint ata footlicp of the bleſſed walk of God to me, fo far as your 

* lines may require, | 
* Seven or Cight years fince , I found among the Writings of a deceaſed Friend, 
*two Bonds belonging toa poor Orphans on the hnding-of which, I ſent word to 
*the Orphan of them, who came to the Houſe where l dwelt, and gave order that 
© one of her Debtors ſhould be ſued, for- the calling in her mony. According]y that 
© Bond was ſent toa Lawyer, and the Debtor facd. But it being out of the way of 
* my imployment to attend ſuch a buſineſs, I acquainted the Orphan I ſhould not fol- 
*low that aftair, but leave it to a Kinſman ot hers to manage it, and accordingly 
* regarding it no farther, he promiſing all hdelity for the bringing in from the 


*Dcbtor the mony to the Orphan. 1n proceſs of time, not having heard of the 
| | . ,* buſineſs, 


— 
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* buſineG,.cither from the Orphan, or her Kinſman, and therefore concluding that — 
* all things were regularly managed, and in equity between them. As was alone - 


*in my. unpriſonment, I had a thought that ſtuck upon me; I muſt enquire what - . 


*:\ſue of the Orphans affair in her Kinſmans hand attained : And on an enquiry, 

© found out that the Orphan was abuſed and damniticd 14 71. by this Kinſman, who 

© yet had fo faved himſelf, that no juſtice could be gained againſt him. On which 

© T was under many diſputes with my felt, whether I were not obliged to take care 

© the Orphan might be ſatisfhed. I did propaſe the Caſe, but was informed in the 

© Negative, However, becauſe I intruſted it in his hand, I could rfot fo clearly dif- 

* charge my (clf, and therefore lately borrowed the Mony and paid it to the Orphan : 

© Reſolving, notwithſtanding my-preſent condition, rather to be the ſufferer my ſelf 

© than that the fatkerleſs Child, by the others injuſtice, ſhould be injured 3 and was 

© determined to eye the Lord for away to diſcharge that-.mony ſo. borrowed. 

* Withia a very little time I had borrowed that 14'I. yours came , and within a -- 
* little ſeaſon from another , and now you write me ot moze, which makes up — 
© the ſum. I have been ſomewhat moved under the graciouſneſs* of God ; The -- 
© Lord make me fruitful in my ſeafonable improvement ot this difpenſation. I 

* ſhould -be very glad. might I ſee you at Crediton in my paſſing up: to the 4fizes. 

© Many things have I to ſay which I muſt filence, till God open a door for a more 

* ſatisfactory converſe. You axe minded by us here, and I defire to live-on-your 

© thoughts, when neareſt God. | 

I am yours in unfeignedneſs, T, T- 


May I2. 1670, 


., My Dear Brother, 

Y Ours of the 16th, of April, I received not till the 7th, Inſtant ; your long 

Y ſilence I confeſs much amazed me: But now in your lines, and he reaſon 

© in them given me of the ſuſpence in thole paper-intercourſes, L xejoyce.. Since 

* my laſt lines. to you, according tq my engagement by Recygnizance, I had an op- 

* poxtunity to ſpend ſome time with your friends at Creditor ,  Chimly , and Souths 

© mox[ton, and am ſorry, where there is an appearance, of © encouraging an Har- 

< velt, ſolittle ſtomack, and Spirit is found in adjacent Labourers. _ It hath been — 

© long my thought, that God hath yet a great cpntroyerſie, with the Nonconforming — 

© (tho the belt ) part of the Miniſtry of England 3 among whom, how few arc there - 

© who naturally care for the ſtate of the poor periſhing Country , and what their — 

© hands find to do, do it with their might» This, with that Levity of Spirit, Un- 

© holine(s of Lip, Reigning Selfiſhneſs, Earthly mindedne(s, Formality, Lukewarm- 

© neſs in Worlip, Security, &c. vitible upon the profefſing Body , doth as appar- 

*ently, and dangerouſly threaten England, as the more, branded Dcbaucherics, . 1 —— 

e could heartily wiſh (had the wiſe Lord cen it fit) your ſtatioa had becn fixed in — 

© your Native Soil, that you might be to the quickning of Bretheren, and Profeſ(- 

© ling Saints 5 and alſo ready at hand to ſuccour thoſe paor Corners which ſeem to 

© cry as the Macedonian in the Viſion : Come over and help #s. But you know your 

© proper gift, and I preſume, will carefujly;ſtudy , apd anlwer youp Calls. Ldid — 

©*contra&t friend{hip in that Journy with Mr.,S. whom I knd of another Spirit, — 

© in, whoſe ſociety my Soul was: refreſhed. And. Mr. F. of Dartmouth, 1 hind a — 

© wel-temperced Man, whom elſe I met to rejoyce in, of my Bretheren, Iicarce know — 

© any. The times now are very black, and clouds are gathering in cycry. quarter: 

© What the iſſuc of our ſtorms may be, a little time will much indicate. I wiſh 

© Icould ſay, Nubecula cito tranſibit. To give you wy fears, I think this nothing to 

© what mult enſue. I have been long waiting for this, and do. confidently, beleve 

this not the deareſt Teſtimony that muſt be given to Goſpel truths and duties, A 

© National overwhelming Cluſter of ſevere Jad nts, I am fore afraid is at the 

*door, ſharper than what formally for ſome ſcores: of. years we have feltz tho, 1 

© hope, there will be a larger meaſure of God to ſanifie them for the reforming of 

© his own, and converting the Rebels, then ever we yet experienced; This I con- 

*fels, is ſome ſtay to me, under whatl am forced to believes I have often begged, 

*if the Lord ſees Iam like to proves diſhonour to his intere, be would firli that 

* me up in the duſt. | (Dea 
r 
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.— After he had ſpent ſundry years in the School ſome Popiſh Merchants coming 


© Dear Brother , pray ſor me that Imay do my work according to my convidi- 
« ons, humbly , and with ſucceſs 3 And that after my teachings of others, and 
«ſmall ſufferings, I may not be a ſtranger to the Light, love, and life by which the 
« Saints are quickened, and ſoat laſt, a cali away. The Lord make you uſeful, and 
ckeep up your courage, and grant you a deliverance from rude and unreaſonable 
« Men, which,with dehires of the like requeſts from you on my behalfe, will be now all, 


From your moſt affeltionate and engaged Brother 
in the F a TT... 


——_— 


The Life and Death of Mr. Richard Mather, who 
Dyed Anno Chriſti, 1669. 


Ichard Mather was born in a Village called Lowton , ſituate in the Pariſh of 
Winwick,, in the County of Lancaſter, Anno Chriſti, 1596, His Parents 
Thomas and Margaret Mather , were of ancient Familics in Lowton aforeſaid 3 
But byrcaſon of ſome unhappy Mortgages,they were reduced into a low condition in re- 
gard of their outward Eſtate, Nevertheleſs z God: fo diſpoſed and inclined their 
Hearts, that they were willing and careful to train up this their Son in good Lz- 
terature : Concerning which he ( after the Lord was pleaſed to beſtow not only Lear» 
ning , but Grace upon him ) hath ſometimes expreſſed himſelf thus : By what princi- 


' ples, and motives my Parents were chiefly induced to keep me at School , I have not to ſay, 


nor do I certainly know ©: But this I muſt needs ſay, that this was the ſingular good Provie 
dence of God towards me ( who bath the Hearts of all men in his Hand ) thus to intline 
the Hearts of my Parents. For in this thing the Lord of Heaven ſhewed me ſuch favonr 
as had not heen 4 to many of my Predeceſſors , and Contemporaries in that place, 


ts (-ntto —— And now his Parents being tirongly bent to have this their Son a Schollar , they 


ſent him to the School at Winwick, which was about four Miles diſtant from their 
Houſe. In the Winter Seaſon they boarded him at Winwickz but ſuch was his eager de- 
fire after knowledg and learning, that in the Surmmes time he went every Day thi- 
ther on foot. But whilſt he was thus at School he met with no ſmall diſcourzgment 
from his School maſter , who tho he had an cxcellent faculty , and ability to teach , 
and train up youth in Grammer Learning , and many were trained up by him , whom 
he ſent to the Univerfities of Oxford and Cambridge , to make farther progreſs in 
higher ſtudics3 yet did he much diſcourage his Schollars by his too great ſeverity, 
and partiality in his Diſcipline, Mr, Jznizs was almoſt diſcouraged in his Rudies, 
when being a School-Boy , his Maſter would beat, him eight times in a Day, whe- 
ther guilty or not guilty of any fault : The like magiſterial rigour cauſed young 
Mather earneſily to defire ot his Father, that he would take him from School, and 
diſpoſe of him to fome other Calling. 


—.— Yet himſelf afterwards, when he'had waded through theſe difficulties, would 


ſay , That God intended better for him than he would have choſen for himſelf ; 
and therefore (* faid he) my Father ( tho in other things Le was indulgent enough , yet ) 
in this be would never condeſcend to my requeſt , but by puting me in hope , that by his 
ſpeaking to the Maſter , things, would be amended , he would ſtill over-rule me to proceed in 
my ſtudies, And good it nas for me to be over-ruled by him, and bis diſcretion , rather 
than to be left to my own affettions and defires. But oh that all School-Maſters would 
leam Wiſdom, moderation , and cquity towards their Schollars , and ſeck rather 
to win the Hearts, of Children by righteous, loving , and courteous carriage, and 
uſage, than to diſcourage and alienate their minds by partiality , and undue ſeverity , 
which had been my utter undoing, had not the good Providence of God, and the 
Wiſdom, aud authority ot my Father prevented it. But thus was that of the Poet 
made good» 
Multa tulit, fecitque Puer, ſudavit, & abſu : 


ut cupit optatam curſu contingere metam« 


vouC 


Mr. Richard Mather, ec. 127 


out of ales to Warrington, which is but two Miles from Winwick, made diligent cnquiry 

whether there were not forne pregnant Wits in that School whom they might procure _ 

for Apprentices ? Preſently our Richard Mather was mentioned to them as a pregnant n = Pro- 

Youth z whereupon application was preſently made to his Father to know whether crane 

he would thus diſpoſe * him ? who was found inclinable to accept of the Motion, 

becauſe now his Eſtate was ſo decayed, that he almoſt deſparied of bringing up this 

his Son as he had intended : But here the Finger of Divine Providence was very ob- 

ſervable 3 for when the Father was thus ready to part with his Son, -and the Child 

to go, the Lord raiſed up the heart of his Maſter to be importunate with his Father ſtill 

to keep him at School, profeſſing that it was great pity that a Wit fo prone to Lear- 

ning ſhould be taken from it, ( as indeed it was _) or that he ſhould be undone by 

Popiſh Education: And the perſwafions of the Maſter ſo far prevailed, as that his 

Scholar was ſtill continued under his care and tuition, until the hfteenth year of his 
Age. 

— was a ſingular Providence, and a great Mercy to young Mather, for that whiltt — 
he was yet in his Minority, he enjoyed the publick Miniſtery of one Mr. Palzn, 
who was then Preacher ' at Leagh, of whom he would fay, that the Rememibrance of — 
that Man was comfortable and honourable in his thoughts, even in his Old Age, tho 
his knowledge of him was in his Childhood 3 for he obſerved then ſuch a plain, 
powerful and piercing efficacy in Mr. Palin's Miniſtry, as was not to be found in the 
common ſort of Preachers in thoſe tays, 'by means whereof ſome illumination, tho 
not a through Converſion. was wrought in him. *-- ' 

—— Having thus continued long at School, 'he had a Call, and opportunity of leaving Called to be a 
his Fathers Family, the occaſfion whereof was this : At a place called Toxteth-Park, School-maſter, 
neat unto Liverpool, there were many Prudent and Religious People, who being de- 
ſirous of their own good, and of their Pofterity after them, deſizned to ere a School 
among them for the better Education-of their Childrenz and upon confideration, God 

ut it into their minds toſend to the School=Mafter at Winwick, to enquire whether he 
had any of his Schollars whom he would recommend unto them as fit for ſuch a Servics: 
And he having received ſuch a mefſage, preſently comminicated che matter to: this 
his Schollar, and to his Father : The Son was rather defirous to have gone tothe 
Univerſity, but the Father cloſed with the motion, and in concluſion, it was embra- 
ced by all : And now our young Mather left the School and his Fathers Houſe, and re- 
moved to Toxteth, Anno Chrifti, 1611. thereto teach School Nor was it a diſparage- 
ment to his worth that he was once a School-Maſter, tor many eminent Divines 
even of our own Nation have been ſo; as Mr. Hieron; Mr. Feremy Whitaker, Mr. 
Richard Vines, &c. But rather it was his high commendation, and the like {:1dom 
known, that one ſhould be found fit to teach and govern a School at hiteen years of 
Age : And yet the Lord helped him in thoſe his young years to carry it wich fuch 
Wiſdom, Love, and Gravity among his Scholars, as was to admiration; fo as that 
he was by them both loved and feared, beyond what is uſual, even where there are 
more aped Maſters. 

— This his imployment was more ways than one advantageous to him 3 for by this The uſefulneſs 
means he became a more accurate Grammarian than Divines uſually are : And being in- & tro him. 
duſtrious in his Studies whilſt he coptinued in this kind of imploymert, he became a 
good Proficient in other Arts, as in L:gick, Rhetorick, and in Theology : Moreover it after= 
wards appeared tobe of God, that te was called to ſuch a-work in fuch a place 3 for 
there the more effeQtual Converſion of his Soul unto the Lord was wrought in his 
tender years, even before his going to the Univerſity of Oxford, whereby he was pre His Comverſicn, 
ſerved from thoſe Vices and Corruptions which undid many of his Contemporaries, thro 
the Temptations which they met with in that place. 

The means of his Converſion was partly by obſerving a ſtrange difference be- 
tween himſelf and ſundry in that godly Family of Mr. Edward Aſpinwa! C whom 1 
knew when [I lived in Cheſhire, as alfo Mr. Mather himſelf ) This Mr. Aſpinwal was 
a Learned and Religious Gentleman 3 and Mr. Mather took notice of the way and 
walking of that holy Mat, which was ſuch as himfelf had not yet been accuſtomed 
unto, which cauſed fad fears to riſe in his Soul, left haply he might not bein the 
right way which leads unto eternal Life : Alſo Mr. Harriſon ( whom I knew alſo ) 
then a famous miniſter at Hyeon, preaching upon Fohn 3. 3- concerning the neccflity 
of Regeneration, and Mr. Mather at the ſame time reading a Book publifhed by W7Iliaws 


Perkins; 


ug 
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—” Perkins, (hewing how far a Reprobate may go, and yet be damncd : God bleſſed theſe 
_ pogo eng only to Conviction, but to his Converſion allo z which was Anno 
Chriſti, 1614. | 
His Dejection, —T he pangs of the new Birth were very terrible to him, infomuch as many times 
when others were at their Meals in the Family where he ſojourned, he oft abſented 
himſelf, to retire under Hedges, and in other ſecret rapes there to lament his miſery 
before God : But after ſometime, the Lord revived his broken heart, by ſending the 
—_ Holy Spirit to accompany the Miniſtry of the Word, and to enable him to apply the 
is comfort. precious promiſes of the Goſpel to his Soul. 

— Being thus become a new Creatyre, he was more eminently 4 bleſſing in that 

Family, and in that Calling which the .Lord had diſpoſed him in , and ſuch notice 
| was taken of him abroad, that even from places remote Children were ſent unto 
His ſuccels., him for Inſtruction and Education 3 and by Gods bleflings upon his labours and en- 
deavours, many were fitted for and ſent to the Univerſities from his School, Ha- 
ving paſſed over ſome years in, this imployment, he reſolved ( o& d4w ) to ſpend 
ſome time in one of the Univerlities himſelf 3 as apprehending that there, by converſing 
with Learned Men, by performing, of, Scholaſtical Exerciſes, and other advantages 
not elſewhere to be had, he might gain more profit than poſſibly he could by his pri- 
vateStudies in the Country. _ 
G — Accordingly, in proſecution: of his reſolves, he went to Oxford, and was admitred 
9s to Oxford. ;nito Brazen-Noſe Colledge, and being ſettled there, he was variouſly affedted : For 
it much rejoyced him to find many there who. had been his @zondam Scholars, It 
was alſoa joy to bim, that he had now ſuch lciſure,to follow his Studies 3 -and by 
Diſputations, Le&tures, Conferences with learned Men, helps of Books, &c. He 
found marvellous advantages to obtain a rich Treaſure of Knowledge : But his heart 
before this, being touched with the Fear of God, the ſuperſtition and prophaneſs 
Which he was forced there to behold, was no ſmall =_r unto him. 
—— Soon after his coming to Oxford, by a good. providence, he came into acquaintance 
with learned DoQor Woral, who was very helptul to him by directing him in the 
courſe of his private Studies 3 and among other things, he adviſed him to read over 
the Works of the Learned Peter Ramus 3 which Counſel he followed, and ſaw no 
cauſe to repent of his ſo doing, 
Called to 7ex-_—- But having not ſpent ſo much tim® in Oxford as he could have wiſhed that he might 
'th Park, have done, the People in Toxteth, whoſe Children had been traincd up by him, ſent 
to him, dcfiring that he woulJ return uato them, to inſtruct, not ſo much their 
Children as themſelves, and that not in meer Humane Literature, but in the things of 
God : And this Call, after mature deliberation, he accepted of. 
His firſt Sor Being returned to Toxteth, he Preached his firſt Sermon, November 30. Anno Chriſti 
m—_—_ " 1618, There was a very great concourſeof People ( the Word of God being precious 
at that time in thoſe Parts )) to hear him, and his Labours were highly accepted of 
by thoſe who were judicious- Such was the valineſs of his Memory, as that the things 
His memory, Which ke had preparcd and intcuded to deliver at that time, contained no leſs than 
{ix long Sermons. 
—— The Pcople having now had: ſome taſte and tryal of his Gifts, were the more im- 
portunate in their defires tp have him continue and fix amongſt them 3. and becauſe 
that could not be without Ordination, they urged him to accept thereof 3 and he, 
having not at that time ſiudicd that part of Ceremgnious Conformity, yielded unto the 
His Ordinati. 1ÞOrion, and accordingly, he ( together with many others on the fame day ) was. 
on. ordained By Dr. Morton, the then Biſhop of Cheſter, after the mode of thoſe times. 
_-_- The Ordination being ended, the Biſhop ſingled out Mr. Mather from among the 

reſt, ſaying, I have ſomething to ſay to you, between you and me alone. Mr. Mather was 

hereupon afraid, that ſome informations had been given in againſthim to the Biſhop 

wk for his non-Conformity, and becauſe of his Paritaniſm, thereby to prejudice him : 
| But it fell out to be far otherwiſe for when the Biſhop had him alone, he ſpake 
thus unto him : I have an earneſt requeſt unto you, and you muſt not deny me 3 it is, that 

you would pray for me: For I know ( ſaid he ) the Prayers of Men that fear God will 

avail much \, and ſuchan one I believe you to be. 

— Being thus ſetled in his Miniſtry at Toxteth ( where I was acquainted with him ) 

he reſolved to change his ſingle condition, and accordingly he became a Suitor to 

Mrs. Katherine Hoult, the Daughter of Edward Howlt Efqz of Bary in Lancaſhire, = 


—— 
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had ( and that defervedly ) the repnte of a very godly and prudent Maid : But the — 
motion for ſeveral years met with obftruQtions, by reaſon of her Father's being not — 
affet&d towards Non-cmnformeble Puritzns ( asin thole days they were, by way of dif- 
grace, tiled )yet at laſt he gave his conſent that Mr. M#ther (honld marry his Daughter, 
and the Match was conſummated, September 29th. Anno Chriſti 1624, And God made 
her to become a rich Blefling to him, continuing them together tor above the ſpace 
of thirty years. 

— By her. God gave him fix Sons four whereof, namely Samuel, Timothy, Natha- 
niet and Joſeph, were born in Old England; and two, namely Eliazar and Increaſe in > 
New, Attcr his Marriage, ke removed his Habitation three Miles from Toxteth to 
Mach Wootton, having thete purchaſed a Houſe of his own 3 yet was he wont cor - 
ſtantly, both Summer and Winter to preach the Word at Toxteth every Lords Day. Du- 
ring his abode there, he was abundant in his Labours in the Goſpel of Chriſt 3 for iis labors. 
every Lord;-Day he preached twice at Toxteth; and once in a Fortnight, on the 
Tweſdays, he kept a LeQureat a Market Town called Preſcor. 

— Alfo faithful and powerful Preaching being then ſomewhat rare in thoſe Parts, | 
he did frequently preach upon Holy-dayr ( as they were called ) being often thereunto His induſtry. 
deſired by godly Chriſtians of other Pariſhes in that Country 3 and this he did, not 
as thinking that there was any Holineſs in thoſe days, or in other days beſides the 
Lords-Days, but becauſe there would then be an opportunity of great Aſſemblies, and 
he judged it good to caſt the Net where there were ttore of Fiſh. And probably tor this 
cauſe it was that the Apoſtles of Chit preached moſtly in populous Towns and Cities 3 
as alſo upon the Jewiſh Sabbaths in their Synagogaes, even ater their Abrogation as"to 
any Religious tye upon Conſcience for their obtcrvation. Yea, and befides all this, he 
preached many Funeral Sermons. 

"Tis true, Mr, Cartwright,  Hilderſam, wnd fome othet famous Non Conformiſts have Abour fatteral 
ſcrupled the preaching of Funera) Sermons : Alſo in ſome Reformed Churches, that $:rmons; 
praQtice is wholly omittetl 3 yea, and Decrees of Conneils have ſometimes been made 
againſt it : But this hath” been chiefly upon this account; becauſe of che Cuſtom of 
praiſing the Dead, and'thar many times beyond the truth, and their deſert 3 which 
cuſiom ( as many Learned Men have obſerved ) was Ethnical, having its riſe from 
the Funeral Orations made at the Death'of their great Perſons. So Pablicols made 
an exccllent Oration in praiſe of Bratus, which the Peopte were fo taken with, that 

» It became a cuſtom that famous Men dying ſhould be ſo praiſed : And when ( as Plr- 

tarch in the Life of Cirmillas tells us ) the Roman Ladies had readily and freely parted 
with thcir Gold-Chains and Jewels in a time of need for the publick Good 3 the Se- 
nate mad? 4 Decree, that it ſhould be lawful to make Funeral Orations for them 
alſo. Hinc martuxzs Inedandi nvs flxit, quem nos bodie ſervzamss , (aith Polydor 
Virgil. 
Us Nor indecd was this Rite praQiſcd in the Church afore the Apoftafic began, See 
Magd. Cent. 4. Cha. 6. Wherefore this faithful Servant of the Lordsavorded that 
praQtice,' his Speech at Funerals being directed not to the praife of the Dead, but to 
the inſtruction of the Livingz as concerning Death, the Refurre&ion. the Judgment to 
come , and ſuch like profitable, ſeaſonable and fuitable truths. Thuis did he preach 
the Word, being inſtant in ſeaſon, ot of ſeaſon, reproving, rebicking, exhorting with all 
long ſuffering and Doftvine, In his publick Miniftry in 014 England he went over 
2 Sam. Ch. 24. Pſalm 4th. and Pſalm 16. Proverbs Ch. 1. and Iſa. Ch. 1. and Chap. 6. 
Luke 22, ane 23 Chapters, Roms Chap.'$. the Second Epiſtle to Tamothy, the Second 
Epiſtle of St.” John, and the Epiſtle of Jade, l 

—Afﬀter he had thus fpent paintully and faithtully fifreen years in the Work of the 
Miniſtry 3 He that holds the Stars in his right Hand, had more work for him to do 
elſewhere, and therefore Satans rage muſt be ſuffered ro'break forth to the ſtopping of 
his Mouth. The Lecture which he kept ar Preſcot cauſed him to be much taken notice 
of, and (po he became more, to the Adverſaries of the Truth, an Objectof Envy : 

Magnam F amam, &- magnam quietem codem temprre nemo poteſt achnirere, faith Qnint. 

Where complaints being, made againſt him for his Non-conformity to the Ceremonies, 
he was ſuſpeiided in Angift 1633. under which he continued till November following 3 uo” bd 
But then, by cans of the incerceſſion of ſome Gentleman in Lancaſhire, and by the TTren 
influence of ane Siman Biby ( who was neerly related tothe Biſhop } he was again re- 


ſtored to the exerciſes of his publick Miniftry, 
R 


— 


His Mariage, 
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Again ſuſpen- __. But this reſtored Liberty continued not long: For 4nno Chriſti. 1534+ Bilbop Neat — 
_ © (who was ſometime by King James pleaſantly admoniſhed of his Preaching Popery, — 
— becauſe by his carriage he taught the People to pray for a blcfling upon his dead — 
 Predeceſfor ) being now become Arch-Biſhop of Tork , ſent his Viſitors into the — 
Dioceſs of Cheſter ; who being come into the Country, kept their Court at Wigan, — 
where (among others) Mr. Mather was convented before them, and by them was — 
ſuſpended meerly for his Nen-Conformity? And it was marvellous to conlider how — 
God was with him, cauſimga Spirit of Courage, and of Glory to relt upon him, 
and tilling him with wiſdom, when he ſtood before his Judges, who were not wil- 
ling thathe ſhould ſpeak for himſelf, or to declare the Reaſons which convinced his 
Conſcience of the unlawfulncls of that Conformity which they required : Concern- 
ing which himſclf wrote thus : In the paſſages of that day, T have this to obſerve, and 
Gods mercy. tobleſs the Name of God for, thee the-terror of their threatning words, of their Purſevants, 
&c. Did not ſo terrifie my mind, but that T conld ſtand before them without being daunted in 
the leaſt meaſure, but anſwered for my ſelf ſuch word? of truth and Soberneſs as the Lord - 
'put into my Mouth, not being afraid of their faces at all, which ſupporting and comfor- 
ting preſence of the Lord, IT account not a much leſs mercy , then if 1 bad been altogether 
delivered out of their bands, 
— Bcing thus ſilenced from publick Preaching the word , means was again uſed by 
Mr. Mathers Friends to obtain his Liberty. The Viſiter asked how long he had 
beena Miniſter ? Anſwer was made, that he had been in the Miniſtry titteen years, 
And ſaid the Viſitor, How often bath be worn the Surplice? Anſwer was rcturned , 
that he had never worn it. What ( ſaid the Viſitor , with an Oath) Preach fifteen 
years, and never were a Surplice It bad been better for bim that be bad gotten ſeven 


Baſtards. 
Sapicens Di- _—— The Caſe being thus, he betook himſclfto a private Life : And no hope appearing 
vinat. that he ſhould enjoy his Liberty in the Land of his Nativity Foreſceing alſo the 


approaching Calamitics of England, he meditated a Removal trom thence into New- 
England. - The principle Arguments whereby he was convinced that he had a Divine 
Call toengage in fo great and hazardous a dclign, he drew up, and put them into 
form, which I ſhall not need to fet down. F 

He reſolves  ——Being, now fully ſatisfied concerning the clearneſs of his Call to New-England, 

for New-Eng- and his People at Toxteth, who did ſo dearly love his Perſon, and highly prize his 

—_ Miniſtry, yet now thought that God called him to leave them 3 after many Pray- 
ers, and extraordinary ſceking unto God he reſolved, and engaged upon the Tran(- 
portation ot himſelf and family thither. 

—- His parting with his People and Friends in Lanceſhire, was like Saint Pauls ta- 
king his leave of Epheſus, with much ſorrow , many tears being ſhed by thoſe that 
expected to fee his face no more in this World. .He began this Journy in April, 
Ann) Chriſti. 1635. And Travelled to Briſtow, purpoſing to take Shipping there : 
In this Journy he was forced (as ſometime Brentivs was ) to change his outward 
Habit, that he might travel incagnito, becauſe Purſevants were deſigned to apprehend 
him 3 But. by this means he came fate, and unmoleſied unto Briſtow. 

His Vor -- From Briſtow they ſet fail for New-England, May the 23d. Anno Chriſti. 1635 
Yage. . . k : [ 

And the Lord after manifold Tryals of their Faith and Patience, brought them in 

ſafety to their deſired Haven. *Tis ſeldom known, thata man deſigned in Gods E- 

ternal Counſel to any ſpecial ſervices, doth not at one time or other experience emi- 

* nent Deliverances of Gods Providence : And ſo it was with this Servant of the 

Lord not once , nor twice, Sundry eminent Salvations from deadly dangers did the 

Lord vouchſafe unto him in his Childhood, which he would ſpeak ot in his old 

age: Butthe moſt remarkable, and memorable of all others, was that which hap: 

pened to him on the mighty waters, where he that fits upon the flouds, and {tilleth 

the raging of the Sea, when the waves thereof Rore, and whomthe winds obey, 

Providence A{hcwed himſelf wonderful in Goodneſs, For when the Veſſel that carried him was 
extraordinary, upon the Coalt ot New+England, there aroſe a dreadful fiorm (called by the Marri- 
ners a Hurricane) by means. whereot they were in no ſmall danger: And had not 

the Lord ſtrangely turned the wind in an inſtant , they had all pcriſhed upon the 

Rocks which were juſt before them, and within fight of them that were in the Ship, 

The Relatioi: of this ſignal Providence, we will here ſet down in Mr. Mathers own 

words, Icft written by himſelf in his Jornal from Lancaſhire to New-England z where- 

in he thus writcs, | Augutit 


Mr. Richard Mather, &>c. 


—Avguſt the 15th. Anno Chrifii. 1635. The Lord bad not yet done with ze , nor had 
be let ms ſee all his power. and goodneſs, which be would have us to taks notice of : And 
therefore about break, of day, he ſent a moſt terrible ſtorm of Rains and Fattcrly wind, 
whereby we were in as much danger, as (1 think ) ever people were» When we came t9 
Land we found many mighty Trees rent in pieces in the midſt of their bodies, and others 
turned up by the Roots by ke fierceneſs of the Temp:ſt. That Morning we loft three Anchors 
and Cables, one of them having never bcen in the water before. Two were broken by the 
ftrength and wolence of the florm, and the third was cut off by the Marriners in extremity 
of diſtreſs, 10 ſave the Ship, and thiir own, and our lives. And when our Cables and 
Anchors were all loſt and gone , we had no outward and viſible means of deliverance, 
but by boifing Sail , if fo be we might get to Sea from among the Iſlands , and Rocke 
where we bad Anchored. 

— But the Lord let us foe that our Sails could not ſave us neither, no more than the Ca 
bles and Anchors : For by the force of the Wind and ſtorm the Sails were rent oſſunder, and 
ſplit in pieces as if they bed been but rotten rags, ſo that of divers of them there was ſcarce 
left ſo much 25 an bands-breadth that was not torn in pieces. or blown away into the. Sea 
ſo that at that time all hope that we ſhould be ſaved, in regard of all outward appearance , 
was utterly taken away, and the rather becauſe we ſcemed to drive with full force of wind, 
direfily upon*a mighty Rock, ftanding out in fight above water , ſo that we did but canti; 
aually wait when we ſhould- hear and feel the dolefa! craſhing of the Ship upon the Rock, 
In this extremity, and appearance of death, as: diſtreſs and diſtra&tion wonld ſuffer us, 
we cryed nto the Lord, and he was pleaſed to have compaſſion upon us. For , by his over- 
ruling Providence, and his own immediate good hand, be guided the Ship by, and paſt the 
Rock, aſſwaged the violence of the Sea and of the wind. It: was a day much to be remem- 
bred, becauſe on that day God granted us as wonderfnl and as ſignal a deliverance, asI 


Ry lily 


think ever any People had felt : The Steamen confeſſed that they never knew the like. The - 


Lord ſo imprint the memory of it in our hearts, that we may be the better for it , and be 
careful to pleaſe him, and to walk uprightly before him ſo long as we live : And T hope we 
ſhall not forget the Paſſages of that Morning , #ntil our dying day. In all this grievous 
ftorm my fear was the /eſs when I conſidered the clearneſt of my Calling from God this 
way. And in ſome ni-aſure (the Lords Holy Name be bleſſed for it ) he gave ns hearts con- 
tented and willing that be ſhould dowith ns, and onrs what he pleaſed, and what might be 
moſt for the Glory of bis Great Name, and in this we refted our ſelves : but when News was 
brought into the Gun-room to us, that the danger was paſt: Oh how our Hearts did then 
relent, and melt within us | We burſt out into Tears of Foy amongſt our ſelves in Love unto 


our Gracious God, and admiration of his kindneſs, in granting unto bis poor Servants ſuch + 


an Extraordinary, even and Miraculous a deliverance. His Holy Name be bleſſed for ever, 

Thus tar i5 Mr. Mathers Relation of this tignal Providence, as left written with 
his own hav, And this is the more to be taxen notice of, becauſe the lives of ma- 
ny choice Inſtruments of Gods Glory were then ſaved, For not only Mr. Mzther 
himſelf, but cwo of his Sons, who afterwards were faithful Miniſters of the Gofpc], 
were ia that Veſſcl : And fo likwiſe was that worthy Minitter of Chriſt ( Mr. Jonathon 
Mitchel ) the late faithful, and famous Paſtor of the Church in Cambridge in New- 
England, he bcing then a Child of eleven years old. Alſo this deliverance was the 
more remarkable, in that ſcveral Veſlels were calt away in that ftorm. As 

—— A Ship called the Angel Gabriel, which ſet out from Briſtow with the Veſſel where- 
in Mr. Mather was, being then at Anchorat Pemequid, was broken in pieces 3 And 
the very ſame ſtrange and ſudden turn of the wind, which ſaved the Ship in which 
Mr. Mather was, ruined the other which came from O1d-England at the .ſame time 
with him. Alſo therc was then a Ship going between Paſcataqua, and the Bay, 
which was caſt away in this fiorm, and all the People therein loft, except two who 
were ſparcd to report the News. And among others in'that Veſſel which then peri- 
ſhed, there was a precious Miniſter of the: Goſpel, namely' on Mr. A4very, who with 
his Wite, and hve Children, all periſhed. This Minifter every moment expecting 
that the next wave would be a wave of death, lifted up his cycs to Heaven and faid, 
Lord I cannot Challengea Promiſe of the preſervation of my life, but according to thy Co= 
venant I challenge Heaven, Which had uo ſooner ſpoken, but a wave came immediatly, 
and {wept him away, and ſo wafted him to Heaven indeed. And by'the way, let ir 
be farther noted, that this was the only Veſſel which at that time had miſcarried 
with Paſſengers from O1d-England to New © $0 fignally did the Loxd in his Provis 
dence own the Plantation of New+England, R 2 | Bug 
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_— But to digreſs no farther 3 this ſtorm being allayed, the Lord brought them ſafe 


to an Anchor before Boſton, Arguſt 17th. Anno Chriſti , 1635, And Mr, Mather 
abode with bis Family in Boſton tor ſome Months > And both he, and his gracious 
Conſort joyned to the Church there. 


He is choſen —— Ecing thus by a mighty hand, andout-ſtretched arm brought ſafe into New- England, 


roy D wcheſtc; . 


What makcs 
an avle Mint 


ſter. 


Motion ftrom ſundry Towns wete ſoon preſented to him, deficing that he would im- 
ploy the Talents which the Lord had enriched him with, for the work of che Miniſtry 
amonglt them, Atthe ſame time he was deſired at Plimouth, Dorcheſter, and Roxbury. 
But bciog in a great firait in his own, mind which of theſe invitations to accept of, 
conſidering, that in difficult Caſes Counſel is an Ordinance of God, whereby he is 
want todilcover his Will, he tberefore referred himſelf to-the advice of ſome Judi- 
cious fricnds, among whom Mr. Cotton, and Mr. Thomas Hooker , were the Chicf, 
who accordingly met toconſult of this weighty affair. And the reſult of their ad- 
vice was, that he ſhould accept of the Motion from Dorcheſter. Which according- 
ly being accepted of by him, he did by the help of Chriſt, ſet upon the gathering of a 
Church there. The Church which was firſt planted in that place being removed with 
the Reverend Mr. Warham to Conedticot. 


. ——There was an cſfſay towards gathcring a Church April 1ſt. Anzo Chriſti, 1636. But 


by reaſon of the Meſſengers of ſome Neighbouring Church, who were not fatiShed 
concerning ſome that were intended for Membcrs thereof, the work was deferred cill 
Auguſt the 23d. when a Church was conſtituted in Dorcheſter, and Mr. Mather was 
choſen Teacher-of that Church. 


——-Bcing thus again fſetled in the Lords work , he therein continued to his dying 


day 3 the Lord making him an eminent bleiſing, not only unto Dorcheſter , but 
to all the Churches, and Plantations round about hiin, for the ſpace of almoſt four 
and thirty years. Its a true obſervation which many from Lther have taken up, 
to wit, that three things make an able Divinez which are 

— Firſt, Meditatio, Study. Such an one mult give himſelf to Reading and Meditation, 
— Secondly, Oratio, Prayer. A-Man of God muſt bea Man of Prayer ever anon 
upon his knees before God , and' Bene oraſſe eſt bene ſtuduiſſe : He that Prays well , 
ſtudies well : Mr. Bradford, and 'Mr. Cartwright ſtudied kneeling. 

Thirdly, Tentatio, Temptation, As when our Lord Chrift was to enter upon his 
Publick Minittry, he was gricvouſly tempted by Satan : So it is wont to be with 
his Servants, and ſoit was with this good Man. The Lord having great ſervices 
for him to do, he muſt undergo great Temptations, that he might be the better 
htited for that work whereunto he was called. 


His Tempta- — Wheretore before, and for ſome years after his accepting the Office of a Paſtor in 


ti0Ns. 


And Comfort. 


Fs Wife dics. 


A good Wife, 


fis fecond 
Aarriage, 


. -— After he had gontinued in the State of Widdowhood for the ſpace af an year and 


Dorcbefter, he was in much. Spiritual diſtreſs, by reaſon of uncertainty co: cerning his 
own Spiritual Eſtate. He did (as in Wiſdom he was bound to do Ykeep theſe 
troubles fecret from Men, onlyhe revealed the diſtreſs of his Soul to that Great 
Divine Mr. Norton, then Teacher to the Church in Ipſwich , unto whom ( under 
Chrift ) God gave the Tongue of the Learned to ſpeak, a word in ſeaſon , whereby his 
Sout was comforted. The Lord giving him to ſee that he was walking towards 


Heaven in the ſame way that David, Aſaph, Heman, and many other Worthies had 
gone before him. \ 


. During the time of his Pilgrimage in New-England he underwent not ſo many 


Changes, as before he had done. For he never removed his Habitation out of Dor- 
chefter, albeit that he had once ſome ſerious thoughts that way. When Prelacy was 
voted down by our Engliſh Parliament, fome of his old People at Toxteth , ſnt to 
him, deſiring him to return tothem. But Dorcheſter was in no wiſc willing to forego 
their interclt in him 3 And theretore he lett them not, Nevertheleſs in New- England 
(as in a Wilderneſs might be expected) he had cxpericnce of many Tryals of his 
Faith and paticnce, That, which of all outward affiitions did moſt grieve him , 
was the death of his dear Wife, who had been for ſo many vears the greateſt out= 
ward Comfort and Blefting which he did enjoy. Which aſflition was the more 
grievous untohim, in that, She'being a Woman of ſingular Prudence for the Manag 
ment of his affairs, had taken off from her Husband all ſecular Cares, ſo that he had 
lciſure and opportunity wholly todevote himfelt to his Studies, and Sacred employ* 
ments. 
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a half, he again changed his condition, and was married to that pious Widdow, 
the Reli& of that deſervedly famous Man of God, Mr. Fobn Cotton; and her did God 
inake a bleſſing and comfort to him all the remainder of his days. 

——— Old-Age being now come upon him, he was ſenſible of the infirmitics thereof, 


Hes A. 


being in theſe his latter years ſomewhat thick of hearing : Alſo ( asit was with great His healthful 
) the ſight of one of his eyes failed ſeven years before his death 3 yet God gave ac. 


him much health of Body, and vigor of Spirit in a wonderful meaſure, fo as that in 
fifty years together he was not by ſickneſs detained ſo much as one Lords-day from his 
publick labors 3 which continued health ( as to natural cauſes) proceeded partly 
from the ſound and ſtrong conſtitution of his Body, and partly from his accuſtoming 
himſelf co a plain, wholeſome, and temperate Diet : And Bona Dieta eft potior quovis 
Hippocrate : A good Diet is the beſt Doctor. He never made uſe of any Phyſitian, 
nor was he in his whole lite ever ſick of any acute diſeaſe 3 only the two laſt years of 
his life, he was forely afflicted with that diſeaſe which ſome juſily call Flagellum Stw- 
dioſorum, the Scourge of Students 3 namely, the Stone, which at laſt brought him to 
anend of all his labors and ſorrows. | 


—— Concernirg the time and manner of his ſickneſs and death; thus it was, there His ficknes, 


being ſome difference ſprung up in Boſton, Counſe! from Neighbour Churches was by 
ſome deſired, to dirc& them in the Lord what ſhould be done; and accordingly the 
Churches ſent their Meſſengers 3 atnd Dorchefter Church, amongſt others, ſent Mr. 
Mather their aged Teacher, who .( with the reſt ) aſſembled in Boſton, April the 13th 
Anno Chrifti, 1669. And Mr. Mather by reaſon of his Age, Gravity, Grace and Wil- 
dom, wherewith the Lord had endowed and adbrned him, was choſen Moderator 
in that Revercnd Aſſembly, | | 

_— Fordivers days after his being, thus in Conſultation, he enjoyed his Health as for- 
merly, or rather better than fot ſome time of late: But as Lxther , when with others 
he was afſemblcd ina Synod, was ſurprizcd witha violent fit of the Stone, whereupon 
he was forced to return home, his Friends having little hope of his life 3 So it wa 
with this holy Man : For April the 16th. Anno Chriſti, 1669, He was in the Night, 
being then in his Sons houſe in Boſton, taken exceeding ill with a total ſtoppage of 
his Urine : the next Morning therefore he returned home to Dorcheſter : And truly 
great was the favour of God towards him, that he ſhould be found about ſuch a 
bleſſed buſineſs as he was then engaged in3 for the Lord found him ſincerely and 
earneſtly endeavouring to be a Peace-maker. His being thus taken when at a Synod, k 
brings to mind that of the German Phenix [ Philip Melanithon. |] 


Viximns in Synodis, & jam moriemut in illis. 
\. In Synods liv'd havel, 
WT In Synods nowl dye. 


_— Now, as uſually Providence ordereth, that they who have been ſpeaking all theit 
Lives long, ſhall not ſay much when they come to dye: Bleſſed: Mr, Thomas Hooker in 
his laſt fickneſs, when Friends would have been anſwered to ſome enquiries which 
might have made for their Edification after he was gone 3 he referred them wholly 
to the things which he had taught them in his health, becauſe ( ashe ſaid ) che had 
then enough to do to graple with his bodily weakneſs, &c. Neither did this good 
man ſpeak much in his laſt ſicknefs, cither toFriends that viſited him, or to his own 
Children; only his own Son, who is now Teacher of a Church in Boſton, coming to 
viſit his Father, and perceiving the Symptoms of Death to be upon him, faid unto - 


A Peace-ma- 
cr. 


him, Sir, if there be any ſpecial thing which you would recomend unto me to do, — 


in caſe the Lord ſhall ſpare me upon Earth after you are in Heaven, I would intreat 


you expreſs it ;- At which, his Father making a little pauſe, and lifting up his Eyes — 
and Hands towards Heaven, replyed , A ſpecial thing which 1 would commend to you, — 


is, Care concerning the riſing Generation in this Country , that they be brought under the 


Government of Chrift in bis Church , and that when they are grown up and quallified, they BiAdvice 
bave Baptiſm for their Children. 1 muſt confeſs I bave been defediive as to praiice ; yet pc 


Thave publickly declared m ment, and manifeſted my defires to prattice that which I 
think Lara attended, Worn, diſſenting of ſome in our Church diſcouraged me : I have 
thought that perſons might bave right to Baptiſm, and yet not to the Lords Supper and I 
ſee no cauſe to alter my judgment as to that perticular ; And I ftill think that ok: 


T he Life and Death of 


Fl ns death, 
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Death deſired, 


H1s patience, 


His humility. 
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qualified according to the fifi> Propoſition of the late Synod Book, have right to Baptiſm 
for their Children. 
-His bodily pains continued upon him until April the 22d. when in the morning 


| his Son aforementioned , coming to viſit him, asked his Father if he knew him? 


To whom he replicd, that be did, but was not able to ſpeak any more to him : 
W hercupon his Son ſaying, now you will ſpcedily be in the joy of your Lord : His 
Fathcrliitcd up his hands, but could not ſpeak: Not long after, his Son again ſpoke 
tohim, ſaying, you will quickly ſee Jeſus Chriſt, and that will make a mends for all 
your pains and ſorrows : At which words, his Father again lift up his hands 3 but 
aftcr that he took no notice of any perſon or thing, but continuing ſpeechleſs until 
about ten a clock that night, he quietly brethed forth his laſt, Thus did that Light 
thet had becn ſhining in the Church above hfty years, expire, April the 224. Anno 
Chriſti, 1669. And of his Age Seventy three. 


As (come of the Lzords precions Ones have had a real apprehenſion, and fore- ſight of 


thcir approaching diſſolution imprinted upon their Spirits3 So its noted of St, Am- 
broſe, and of Gorgonia of Old 3 and of Geſner, Morney, Melantthon, &c. among, Mo- 
dcrn Divincs and Chriſtians : Thus it was with this holy Man fometime beforc his 
Departure, The laſt Text which he preached upon, was that, The ſecond Epifile to 
Timothy" 4. 6, 7, 8. Iam nov ready to be offered, and the time of my departure is at 
band. T have fought a good Fight; T have finiſhed my courſe; I bave kept the Faith : 
Henceforth there is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous 
Tadge will give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that love 
His appearing» &nd the Portion of Scripture, which before he had inſifted upon, was 
Fob 14. 14+ All the days of mine appointed time will I wait till my Chatge come, And 
the Lord found this his bleſſed Servant fo doing. 


D——Alſo the laſt Conference-Meeting which he was at in Dorcheſter, he had prepared to 


ſpcak ſomething upon thoſe words, 2 Cor, 5. 1. For we know that if the Earthly 
Houſe of this Tabernacle were Diſſolved, we have a Building of God, an Houſe, not made 
with Hands, Eternal inthe Heavens, But his bodily pains prevented him from ſpeak- 
ing what was in his Heart to have delivered 3 The Lord intending that he ſhould 
no more ſpeak of, but ſee that place which he had ſo much, and fo oft thought 
on, and-long prayed for, and which he longed to cnjoy, 


—— He was , c{pecially in his laſt Sickneſs, a Patern of patience, For altho ex- 


tremity of pain, without any acute diſeaſe, was .that which brought him to his 
Grave, yct did he never ſo much as once ery out from firſt to laſt ; And ic was 
very rare to hear him ſo much as groan ( but never to grumble ) under his 
dolorous gricfs. In his Sickneſs whereof he Dyed, he was much delighted in 
reading Dr Goodwins Diſcourſe about patience 5 in which Book he ggad till the very 
Day ot his Dcath. 


—— Once in his Sickneſs, | his Son ſaying tohim 3 That in as much as ſeveral ſmall 


Stones were come from him in his Urine, now poſſibly he might have ſome caſe : 
His Fathcr anſwered, with an affecting kind of carncſtneſs : 4s for that matter, the 
will of the Lord be done- 3 Such was his Grace and patience, And at the ſame timc 
his Son ſaying to him 3 God hath ſhewed his great faithfullncſs unto you, having 
upheld you now for above the ſpace of hfty years in! his ſervice 3 and hath impto- 
ed you therein without ceafing, which can be faid of very few Men upon the face 
of the whole Earth : His Father replyed, Toz ſay trne 3 I muſt acknowledge the Mercy 
of God hath been great towards me all my days; But I muſt alſo acznowledge that T have 
had niany failings, and the thoughts of them abaſeth me, and worketh patience in me. 
When: any one asked him, how hedid? his uſual Anſwer was, Far from well, yet far 
better than mine iniquities deſerve. Thus did he (like Old Arguſtine, who dyed reading 
the Penitential Pſalms ) keep up a Spirit of Repentance to the laſt. 


—— As he wasa Man faithful, and fearing God above many, fo thc Lord ſhewed great 


faithtulncſs unto him, both in making him ſerviceable unto the very laſtz yea, and 
continuing the vigor of his Spirits, and power of his Minifiry until his end. Few 
Men tho young, are known to preach with ſuch vigor as he did but ten days before 
his death. The Lord alfo was faithful and gracious to him in reſpe& of his Chil 
dren, | 


—- It wasa ſpecial” token of Divine Favour to ſome of the Ancients, that their Sons 


after them ſucceed cd in the Minittry : So it was with the Fathers of Gregory Naziome 
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zen, Gregory Nyſen, Baſil, Hilary, &c. And the Lord cheered the heart of this his 

Servant in his Old Age, by giving him to fee moſt of his Sons imployed in, the Mi- 

niliry many years before thedeceaſe of their dear - and precious Father : He left four 

Sons in the Work; One of them, to wit, Mr. Eliaze Mather, late Paſtor of the His Children. 
Church of Northampton in New-England, went to, his, Reft about three Months after 

his Fathers Death, with him to ſound forth the Praiſes .of God;among the Spirits of 

ju/t Men made perfei, The other three ſurviving were Mr. Samyel Mather, Teachcr 

of a Churchin Dublin: Mr. Nathaniel Mather,, Miniffcx of Baruſftable in the County 

of Devon, and afterwards in Rotterdam in Holland ; and Increaſe Mather of Boſton in 
New-England. "EO "vo; BY W *:Inintrl 6 1 3 

_— Mr. Richard Mather's way of preaching, wasplain, aiming,to ſhoot his Arrows ,not _ 

over his Peoples Hgads, but into their Hearts and Confciences 3' whence he ttudiouſly -_ me eg of 
avoided obſcure Phraſes, Exotick words, 'and unneceſlaxy. citation of Latin Sentences, — © od 
which ſome tyen tov much adi themſelves unto,,-Holy\Mrx, Dod was wont to ſay, — 

— that ſo much Latin was ſo much fleſh in « Sermon : So did. this hurpble Man look upon — 

the affeQation of ſuch things in a Popmlar Auditory to favour of Carnal.,Wildom. 

And the Lord gave him an excellent taculty,, w-mak. 'Abfiriece- things. plain, rhat in 

handling the deepeſt Miſteries he would accommodate him{dlt to Yulgrr Capacities, 

ſo that even the meaneſt might learn - ſorfiething, | He knew. how- g6;exprels , 

Katy xotVds, xa} xoird xawd;. He would often, uſe that ſaying, 4rtis. off ctlare artere : 

?Tis a great piece of Art to conceal Axt.: And he much approved. that..at ' Saint — 
Auſtin. If (faid he) I Preach Learnedly,' then only the Learned , and not the wnlearned — 

ean underſtand and profit by me : But if. 1 \Pxeach plainly \, then. Learned, and wnlearned — 

both can underſtand, ad þ Top toad all, LE - birt 7. + OR. 

_. He was mighty in the Scriptures 3 whence Holy Mr. Hooker woyld; fay of hicm, Mighty in the 
My Brother Mather is « Mighty Men. Alſo his uſual way ot ;delivery >, was vexy ><peurcs: | 
werful, awakning, and zealous 3 eſpecially in his younger ycars, there being, indeed 

few Men of fo ſtrong a Body as he, which , together, with the Natural fervout of 
his Spirit, being ſanQified, made his Miniſtry ghe more, powerful : And the Lord 
bleſſed his Labours to the Converſion of -many,, both in' O!4, and New-England. 
— Tho his way of, Preaching was plain and zealpus, yet was it ſubſtantial, and very — 
Judicious, even in his younger dayecs, Mr. Gillibrand. ( A famous Miniſter of War- 
rington in Lancaſhire: And the more famous, for that, tho he did much' ſftammer in — 
his ordinary , Diſcourſe, yet would he pray and Preach very fluently) having once — 
heard him Preach, asked what his Name was? And anſwer being made that his Name — 
was Mather ;_Nay (ſaid Mr, Gillibrend ) call him Matter 3 For believe it, this Man - 
hath ſubſtance in him. Yea , ſuch was the folljdity of his Judgment, that ſome - 
who were his oppoſites, did yet therefore reſpec, and honour him. Dr, Par (who - 
was then Bithop in the Iſle of Man) having heard that Mr. Mather was filenced, la- - 
mented it, ſaying 3 It Mather be filence4 I apr ſorry for it , for be is a ſolid Man, and — 
the Church of Chriſt bath a great loſs of bims. . 

-- He was very diligent as to the duties both of his General, and perticular Calling, His diligence: 
which indeed are the two Pillars upon which Religion doth ftand. As to his Ge+ 

neral Calling :_ He was much in Prayer, eſpecially in his ſtudy, where he oft-times Prayer ſre- 
ſpent whole days with God, in ſuing for a bleſſing upon himſelf, and his Chil- quent 
dren, and upon the People to whom he was related, and upon the whole Country:— 

where he lived. - The requeſts which ypon ſuch occaſions he put up to God in Feſies — 

Chriſt, and alſo how his heart was moved to believe that, God heard him, he left — 

Cmany of them) in writing among his private papers 3 probably that ſo himſelf — 

might have recourſe to thoſe experiences in the times of Darkneſs, and Temptations : - 

— As alſo that his Sons after him might ſec by their Fathers example, what it is to - 

walk before God, At muſt needs therefore be a great loſs tothe world, when ſuch — 
Righteous Men are taken away. Well might Philo, Jerome, George Prince of Anbalt, — 

&c, Weep bitterly when they heard of the deathof any fuch men 3 becauſe it portends — 

evil to the places where they have lived, and ſerved God. . As he was much in Prayer, — 

ſo he was frequent in hearing the word. For his manner was to frequent ſeveral 
LeEtures in Neighbouring Congregations , untill his diſeaſe made him unable to - 

Ride: Yea, and uſually evento his old age (as it is Recorded of Mr. Hilderſam) he — 

took Notes from thoſe whom. he heard, profeſſing that he found profit therein. 

_ As to his perticular —. was ever from his Youth a hard Students, Yea, Smdion:, 


his 


A 
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his mind was fo intent upon his. Work and Studies, that in the” very Morning be- 
fore he dyed, tie importuned thoſe! Friends that watched with him -to help him in- 
co his Study.” And they urging that he was not able to polo far, he delircd them to 
help kimthat he might try, which they did « But-e*re he was come to the Door of 
his Lodging-Room 3 T ſee (ſaith he) Iam not ables Tet T bave not been in my Study 
ſeveral dayes, and is it not 'a lamentable thing that I ſhould loſe ſo much time? ' 

iis entrance ' apon'his Miaiſiry, he was-not only in O14 England (as hath 
been ſaid) but alſo 4n New-England zbwndantin Labours. > For ( except when he 
had an Affiftant, which was feldotn )-he Preached twice every Lorde-Day, and a 
Lc&ure once ina fortnight, beſides many occaſional Sermons, both in publick, and 
In private. Alſohewss much exercifedi.anſwering many Prafficat Caſts of Cons 
(cience and in Polemical, eſpecially Diſciplinary Diſconrſer. In his publick 'Minifiry in 
Dorchgter, he went over the beok 'of Geneſis ro Chapter 28, As alfo Pfaine the 16th, 
The whole Prophdlie of Zahaniah:, Saint Matthews Goſpel to Chapter 'the 15th, 
1 Epifile :#the Theſſalonians, 'Chapter*the 5th, And rhe whole ſecond Epilile of 
Saine Petoren:'-? fo rt 93.1 OT x 


His great Hu- And yet notwithſtanding'thole rave gifts and graces wherewith the Lord had a- 


multy. 


dorned him; he was exceeding low'erd little'-in his own eyes. Some have thought 


. that his "greateſt errour was, that he did'nt fnagnife his offce-as he might, and ſomes 


times ſhould have done. IF a Man 'tnuft err, tis good crringion that fand, Humble 
enongh and goud enowgh was the frequent ſaymyg, of + great Divine. And Dr. Harris 
uſed to ſay, that every Man hath jult ſo math,” and no more of true worth in bim, as be 
bath of Hamility. Saint” Auſtin being, asket} which was the moſt Exceſlent Grace? 
Anſwered, Humility: And which was the next? Anſwered, Hwmility: Anti which was 
the. third #' Replyed again, "Humility. 'For this indeed is comprehenſively All, being 
of great price im the tight of Gods Andit fo; Mr, Mather was a Man of much real 


worth. 
+ It hath been the manner” of fore, in writing Lives to infert the ils of thoſe 


© whoſe Liverand deaths they have publiſhed. The laft W431 and Teſtament of him whoſe 


His Laſt WH. 


Life and Death is here rtlated; breathing forth a moſt Humble, Holy, and. Gracious 
'Spirit, we ſhall here ſubjeyn the Prefaceand Concluſion of it. It was writfen with 
his own hand, Ofober 16th.) 1661." Thus th 

I Richard Mather, Codſidering the certainty of Death, and the uncertaipty of the 
time thereof : And withal, knowing it to be the Will of God; that a Man ſhould fer 
his Houſe in order before' he departed this Lite , do make this my -Laft W711, and 
Teſtament in manner following, Firſt of all 1 acknowledge the rich and wonderful 
Grace and Mercy of Almighty God , whoſe Hands have 'made and faſhioned me, and 
who took me out of my Mothers Womb, and hath made mea Man, who might have 
made me a Bcaſt, or other Creature, ' He hath alſo by his good Providence'preſerv- 
ed the Ecing and Comtozt of my Litcall thedayes of my Pilgrimage until now, even 
tor the ſpace of ſixty five years : Dyring #f{ which time he hath not ſuffered me to 
want either Food or Raiment, or the fervice of any Creature, which hath' been re- 
quiſite tor my Comfortable fubfiſting in this world, which I acknowledge to be the 
bounteous gift of him who is Lord of 'all Creatures, and the high Poſleſſer of Hea- 


ven and- Earth. 


— Next of all, ani more efpscrally, Tam bound to give thanks, and praiſe to him 


whilſt that 7 have any Being, that I being a Child of Wrath by Natare as well as 0- 
there, and being born ma place of much Profaneneſs, and Popery, he hath of his a- 
bundant Grace vouchſatcd to grow me out of that wotul 'eftate of Sin and Tgnorance 
wherein 1 lay, and to make Mimſelf and his Chrift known unto me by the Goſpel, 
of which Grace I was moſt winworthy 3 and in his great 'patienge and Mercy to bear 
with my manifold ard great Offences, both before and fince the time of his gracious 
Calling of me, tho for my anworthy walking in many perticulars, T might juſtly 
have becn for ever rejected of him. Yea, = ſuch hath bcen his rich Grace, that 
he hath vouchſafed to put me an unworthy Creature inta the Miniſtry of the Goſ- 
pel of his Son, that I ſhould \not only know and profeſs the fame, (which yet is an 
unſpeakable mercy) but beaM{o a Preacher of it unto others. In which imploy- 
ment it any thing hath been done, which hath been pleaſing to him , or any way 
beneficial to any Child of! his, it hath not been I that have done the ſame , but the 
Grace of God which was with me, , 

For 


Mr. Richard Mather, CO 


_ ——— 


- For I muſt necds acknowledge, to the praiſe of his patience and Grace, that in my 
poor Miniftration, for the ſpace of theſe forty and two years avd upwards, Ihave 
been much defective in, Wiſdom and watchtulneſs over the Peoples Souls, in purity, 
in faithfulneſs, in. uprightneſs, in meckncls , humility, and zcal: And becauſe of 
theſe, and many other my defe&s, and offences againit the Lord, I ſtand in muth 
need this day of Mercy, and forgiveneſs through his Chriſt, and have no cauſe to 
look for any acceptance, Either in this, or in another world, for any Righteouſneſs 
of mine own, cithcr as touching my Miniltry or otherwiſe , but diſclaiming all 
thoughts in that kind, mine only truſt and hope is to be accepted of him, and (when 
this Life ſhall be ended) to be'faved in his Heavenly Kingdom, meerly by his free 
Grace, and the Obedience, and precious paſſion and interceilion of his dear Son. 
—-And as concerning Death, as I do believe that it is appointed for all Men once tg 
die So, becauſe I ſte a great deal of unprofitableneſs in mine own Life 3 and be- 
cauſe the Lord hath ler me ſee ſuch vanity , and cmprincls even in the beit of thoſe 
Comforts which this Life can afford, that I think I may truly ſay, that I bave ſeen 
an end of all perfeftion : Therefore it it were the Will of God, I ſhould be glad to 
be removed hence, where the bett that is to be had doth yield ſuch liccle Catistaction 
to my Soul, and to be brought into his preſence in Glory , that there I might tiad 
(for there I know it is to be had) that ſatisfying, and Al-ſufficient contentment in him, 
which under the Sun, is not to be enjoyed. Inthe mean time I delice to tay the 
Lords leiſure. But thow O Lord, bow long 
— Now concerning mine outward Eſtate , fith the Earth is the Lords, and the fulneſs 
thereof, the Habitable World , and all that is therein \ to him therefore belongs the 
praiſe of all that I poſſeſs inthis kind : And tor the Portion thereoi which he hath 
given me, itis my mind and Will. (if fo be, ic pleafe his Highacſs) that atter my 
Deceaſc, the ſame may be diſpoſed: of as followeth, &c. 
- - Having thus graciouſly. expreſſed himſelf, he proceeded to the diſpoſal of his 
Temporal Eſtate, which being of privace Concernment, we ſhall not here trouble 
the world therewith. But, after the diſpoſal of that , he concluded with a moſt 
ſolemn charge to his Children,” with the Rehearſal whereof we (hall tiniſh chisdi(- 
courſe, It is this 
— Concerning my Son Timothy, with all the reſt of my Beloved Sons, as 1 hope, 
God hath already made them pertakers, at leaſt fundry of them, of his ſaving Grace 
in Chriſt, for which they, and I have cauſe endlefly to be thanktul; fo I think it noe 
amiſs, for the furtherance of their Spiritual good, to lay upon them this ſerious and -— 
folemn charge of a Dying Father, that none of them prefume after my Deceaſe, to — 
walk in avy way of fin and wickedneſs in one kind, or another, or in a careleſs — 
negle& of God, and the things of God, and of their own Salvation by Chrift, For — 
if they ſhall ſo do (which God forbid) then, and in ſuch a Caſe, I do hereby teltifie-—- 
unto them,” that their Father which begat them, and their Mother which did bear — 
them, with all the Prayers which they have made, and Tears which they have ſhed 
for them 3 their Example, their admonitions, and Exhortations which they have ad- 
miniſtred unto them, together with this my laſt F/ll, and folemn Charge ;_Alltheſe - 
will riſe up againſt them as ſo many Teſtimonies tor their Condemnation at the laſt 
Day. But Thave better hopes of them: And do hereby declare unto them, that if — 
they ſhall ſeriouſly repent of their fins, believe in the Loxd Jeſus, and by his Grace, - 
walk inall the wayesof God, and as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, as this will be 
tothe Honour, and Glory of him that made them, fo it will redound to their own — 
unſpeakable Comfort, and benetit in this, and in another World :_And their Fa- 
ther that now ſpeaketh unto them, with their Dear Mother, now with God, ſhall 
exceedingly rejoyce in the day of Chriſt, when we ſhall receive our Children unto — 
thoſe everlaſting Habitations: And ſhall ſec, not our ſelves alone, but thoſe alſo who — 
have proceeded, and come forth out of our own Bowels to have their part and Por- 
tion in that Eternal Glory. In defire and hope that it may be ſo, I Commend them 
all tothe Lord of Heavens bleſſing: And let the Bleffing of God in Feſws Chrift be - 
poured out, and remain upon them all for evermore, Amen. 


w_ 


- 
\ < 
OI, 


Hy: © + WI 


His early ſeck- 


mg of God, 


Hi: dihpence 
und indaſtry; 


He goes to the 


Unverfiry, 


Br induſtry. 


The Life and Death of Mr. Joſeph Allein, who 
Died Anno Chriſti, 1669. 


Childhood he ſhewed forth a ſingular ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and a remarkable 

diligence in every thing he was imployed about. When he was about eleven 
years old he was noted to be very conſtant in private Prayer, and fo ſerious and 
intent in it, that he would not be diverted, or taken off by the coming of any ac- 
cidentally into the places of his retirement. This and other fruits of a ſerious and 
gracious Spirit were the concurrent obſervation of thoſe in the Family. From this 
time the whole courſe of his youth was an cven-ſpun Thred of agedly converſation, 
which was rendred more amiable by his ſweet an pleaſant deportment towards all 
with whom he converlſed. 

About this time, his Brother, (Mr; Edward Allein )a worthy Miniſtcr of the Gof- 
pcl, dycd. whereupon our Foſeph earneſily deſired that he might be trained up to 
ſuccced him in the Work of the Miniſtery 3 which requeſt was readily hearkned unto 
by his Father, who accordingly ſet him to Schoolz and ſuch was his diligence and 
induſtry there, that the time alotted to recreation was by him ſpent at his Book + 
infomuch as in the ſpace of about four years, he attained to ſuch a meaſure of Know- 
ledge and Learning in the Fptin and Greek, Tongues, that he was judged by his 
Maſter to be fit for the Univerlity : After which, ke abode for ſome time with his 
Father 3 and a worthy Miniſier of-the Place read Logick, to him, 

——When he was about ſixteen years old he went to the Univerſity, , and was placed 
in Lincs!n Colledge in Oxford , where he. had not been long, before a Wiltſhire Place 
becoming, void in Corpus - Chriſti 'Colledge, dhe was choſen Scholar of that houſe, 
his own merits and worth, not any liniſter , or indire& means bringing him 
in 


| Park Allein was born in' the Devizes, in: Wiltſhire, Anno Chriſt 1633, In his 


—— Being thus ſetled there, he gave early and excellent proofs of his indefatigable- 


ncls and induſtry in his Studies, accounting it his great happineſs that he had 
gained this opportunity of improving his Learning: And truly he ſparcd no labour 
day nor night 3 he thought all time too little, no pains too great which he imployed 
for that end; by his good will he would do nothing elſe but pray and ſtudy : If 
Friends came to vifit him in ſtudying timcs, (tho at other times he was very civil 
and ſociable in his converſe with them ) tho they were ſure to find, him within, yet 
not ſurc -that ht would let them in- He could feldom be found in Bcd after four 
a Clock in the Morning, no, tho ſometimes he went not to Bed till about One 3 and 


* when ke had opportunities of procuring ſleeping days tor others, yet would he not 


indulge one to himſelf, 


—— So covetous was he of time, that as he could ſcarce ſpare any for Nleep, fo neither 


Fine precious. for food : It was common with him to give away his Commons, at leatt once a day, 


—_— 


that he might gain the more time to his Study. When he had left the Univerſity 
and was marricd, _an intimate Friend of his ( who had thoughts of changing his 


. condition) wrote to him for an account of the inconveniences of Marriage 5 to whom 
. he merrily returned this Anſwer, Thou would'ſt know the inconveniences of a Wife, and 
... 1 will tell thee ſome of them; Whereas now thou riſeſt conſtantly about four a Clock, in the 


Morning, a Wife will keep thee till about fix, whereas thou uſeſt. to ſtudy about fourteen 
hours in a Day, ſhe will bring thee to eight or nine , and whereas thou art wont to forbear 
one Meal a Day at leaſt for thy Studies, ſhe will bring thee to thy Meat 3 ang if theſe be not 
miſchiefs enowto affright thee from Marriage, I hkhnow not what will. 


—— By this his diligence and ſcdulity in his ſtudies, he came on-( throvgh Gods bleſſing ) 


His proficiency, exceedingly in Learning, ſo-that his profiting appeared unto :allmen. He would 


often fay, that he cheifly affected Rational Learning, valuing Skill in the Langzages 
only for the ſake of Things, and thoſe things moſt, which were of all moſt likcly to 
improve his Judgmentz and the truth of his words was ſufficiently evident for all 


that were acquainted with him knew him to be, as a good Lingzift, ſo an acute 
Dif. 


— A en rr Es 
_ —————— — _— — 7 het ac | 1 


: Mr. joleph Allein, e>c. 29 


Diſputant, and an excellent Philoſopher : When he performed any Ac:demical Exet- 

ciſcs, cithzr in the Hall or in the Schools, he always came oft with Applauſe, or at lcatt 
with the Approbation of all but the Envious, who yet had nothing to ſay againii 
him, 

— His pregnant Parts and early Accompliſhments where fo taken notice of, that ny — 
ſooner was he a Batcheller of Arts, but he was even compelPd t5 become a Tutor, and - 
preſently was intrufted with as great a number;of Pupils as any in the Houſe : Some of — 
his Scholars were Graduater in Divinity, and finzular Ornaments to that Society, 
and profitable Inftraments in the Church of Chriſt. During his abode there, a 

Chaplain's Place falling void, he choſe that before a Fellowſhip, which, he knew, in 
a little time would fall unto him of Courſe; and this choic2 he never repented of 
yea, he oft reflected upon it with a great deal of content and comtort 3 For he had 
always a very ardent affe&ion for Prayer, infomuch as he and his Friend could hardly 
meet, -but before they parted, at his requeſt they mult allo pray togerhzr : What a 1.1 
pleaſure than was it to him, twice a day to engage a whole S5ciety in fo dear and be= praver 
loved an Exerciſe: And well was it for the Colledge that he fo eftcemed it : Scarce 
was it poſſible that any could have performed that Othce b2tter than he did 3 He did 
not trouble them with a great deal of noiſe, vain Tawtologies, crude Effutions, unin- 
telligible ſenſe, or myſterious nonſenſe inſtzad of Prayer : His Spirit was ſerious, 
his Geſture reverent, his Words few, but premeditated and wel! weighed, pithy, 
ſolid, and fully exprethve of his truly humble and earneſt defires : He hated the 
ſaucinefs, which ſome call holy bouldneſ7, and drew near to God, not as it he had been 
going to play with his Mate, but as became aCreature over-awcd with the Majeſty of his '7i5 mace of 
great Creator : He prayed with the Spirit, and with the Underſtiznding allo : He cons, P05 
fcſſed Sin with real gricf, inward hatred and deteſtation of it : He craved mercies like 
one that felt the want and worth of what he begged, with taith,t:rvency and humble 
importunity 3 his affections working, but working rationally as well as firong- 
ly. | 

And this (as doubtleſly it prevailed above) fo on the Hearers it had the more power- ts | Devore 
ful influence,becauſe they found it to be no meer Religious tit.but exactly agreeable to 
the habitual frame and diſpoſition of the Speaker. There arc coo many, who whil(t 
praying and preaching, appear very demure, and mighty devout z but take them oye 
of the Pulpit, and they are as light, vain and frethy as any others 3 Butit was far. 
otherwiſe with Mr. Alleinz he was always compoſed, ſerious and grave, above his 
Age he ſet God always before him, and where ever he was, he (till labourcd ro walk 
as in his preſence : It was his care to make Religion his bulineſs, and his great endea- 
vours to walk by Rule : His main dcfign .in all his ways, was to approve himſelt to 
his Heavenly Father which ſaw all in fecret 3 and his Exerciſe was, to keep « Conſcience 
zoid of offence, both towards God and towards Man, 

— As for the pleaſures and delights of Sin,he utterly abhorred them : yea, was fo much $;, 7 "PPE" 
above them,that he could not endure them. How (weet was it to him(as Saint Auſtin (aid) Hed 
iſtis ſuavitatibus carere, To want thoſe ſweets? And as for lawful delights and plcalures, 
tho ſomtimes he entertained himfelt with them, yet was his Heart little caken with 
them. His converſation being in Heaven his (weeteſt Comtorts,and molt Divine retreſh. 
ments were holy and heavenly : His Soul rook many a delightful proſpect of Etexaity, 
and hugged herſelf in a comfortable perſwaſion, that ere long ſhe ſhould enjoy thoſe 
glorious Manſions 3 and this madehim little to mind earthly Glory, or the poor emp. 
ty delights of Senſe, 

—— He was of a very ſweet diſpoſition, and of as highly civil a Converſation, as a His aT-;;-+. 
Man ſubje& to the common trailties of humane Nature could be : He had ſcarce 4 
Geſture which did not ſeem to ſpeak, and by a powertul and charming Rhetorich , 
affe& all whom he converſed with : Beſides other moral pertecions that he was en- 
dowed with, it might be truly faid ( as the Hiſtorian faid of the Emperar for his 
Clemency) that he was Totus ex Commitate, made up, as it were, ot nothing elfe 
but courtelicand affability« | * 

— He was a true and faithful Friend to thoſe who had intereſt in him, and withal, | 
as pleaſant as a ſerious Chriftian could well wiſh: He was not ra(b in chooſing. but Aru Fricnd 
having choſen he loved intirely. There was no more but-one only thing which he 
thought too much for any, for whom he thought not his Love too good 3 He could not 


lin ( knowingly and willingly ) for any Friend he had on Earth : He was a Friend 
S 4 Uſque 
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Uſque ad aris , So far as lawfully, and Conſcientiouſly he might do any thing , he 
ſtuck at nothing, wherein he might ſerve or gratifie thoſe whom he loved. 

Hiz Chariny., _-Yet whilſt to his Friends he ſhewed himfclt Friendly, gogd Nature as well as 
Chriſtianity , obliged him to be kind toall, and (according to his ability) to the 
poor, bountiful, He was too frugal to miſplace his Charity, yet not ſo Covetous 
235 to withold it when he met with tit objects, Hedid not think the little he had fo 
much his own, as that his necefſitous Brethren might not claim a part in it, and there* 
force he gave to them as if he had been paying a debt, and not beſtowing an Almes, 

Charity to —-But above all, his Love and Aﬀection to the Souls of others was molt admirable, 

Souls. - to whom he deſired and endeavoured to do all the good poſſible, infomuch as ſome 

— there were, and are, who do verily think that they ſhould never have found the way 

t0Eternal Life, ifhe had lived to himſelf, andnot for the good of others. His Chas» 
rity to the poor Priſoners in Oxford Gaol was very eminent, amongſt whom ( as 
Holy Mr. Perkins did at Cambridge.) of his own accord, he began to Preach, and 
held on conſtantly (whilſt he remained in the Town ) once a fortnight, for aboye 
the ſpace of twelve Months 3 encouraging them to give attendance upon his Mi- 
niſfiry, by a conliderable allowance of Bread, (that week he Preached ) at his own coſt 
and charges. He uſcd alſo at other times , frequently to viſit others, who in the 
world were but mean and low : His main defign (together with the Relieving of their 
Temporal wants) being to affiſt their Souls in the way to Heaven, Indeed in all 
his converſes, where ever he came, he was like fire , warming, refrclhing, and 
quickening all that were about him 3 kindling in them the like zeal for God and 
goodneſs, which he had in himſelf: None there were that came to viſit, or to be 
acquainted with him, but ( it the fault were not in themſelves, ) they might gee 
much good by him 'yea, ſo much as to be for ever the better for him. It was 
hardly . poſſible to be in his Company, and not to hear ſuch things from him, as 
(if well weighed) might have been enough to make one out of conceit with fin, 
and in love with virtue fo long as one lived. He thought that day wholly loſt 
wherein none had got ſome good by him. He lived as if he had been quickened 
with that ſaying of Tertallian, @+id prodeſt eſſe, quod eſſe non prodeſt ? To what pur - 
pole is it to Live, and not to live to ſome good purpoſe ? His ardent Love to 
Souls haſtened his remove into the Country, where he might have opportunities of 
doing much good. | 

His Charater—— MI+ Richard Allen, a near Relation of his, gives this ChaxaQter of him» 

_ -Asa Man (faith he) he was of quick natuzal parts, and of great acquired abili- 
ticss Of a: grave, compoſed, and ſerious temper and behaviour : Not Moroſe, but 
full of Candowr, Free, Aﬀable, Cheartul, and Courteous, 

As a Chriſtian, he was in Holineſs, Heavenly-mindedneſs, and Exemplarineſs of 
Lite, much clevatcd above the ordinary fort of Chriſtians. He had much delight- 
full Communion 'with God , his Soul was much exercifed in Divine Contempla- 
tion : And to provoke others to the like exerciſe, he would often ſpeak what incf- 
fable (weetneſs and ſatisfation his Soul had found in his ſtated Meditations upon the 
Divine Attributes diſtin&ly, one by one, In Prayer he was not ordinarily ſo much 
in Confcſling of fin, and corpplaining of Corruption and Infirmities (tho he expreſ- 
{cd a due {enſeof theſe) as in admiringand praifing God inhis infinite Glorious per- 
fections, and in the mention of his wonderful works, perticularly of thoſe wonders 
of his Love revealcd in Feſus, Chriſt. 

—- His whole Life alſo was beautiftied and adorned with the admirable Luſtre of his 
perticular, Perſonal Graces, As 

w-. Love, — Firſt, He was made up of Love, His ſweet, amiable, and courteous carriage was 
ſuch as made him the delight of his acquaintance, and it made way for the entertain- 
ment, | both of his ſerious Counſels, and ſevere reproofs. His compaſlion to thoſe 
indiſtreſs : His bounty to thoſe in want, His forbearance in caſe of offences : His af-- 
fecionate Language , and deportment : His readineſs to all obliging Offices of 
Love toall forts with whom he converſed , did evidently ſhew how he loved them. 
Eſpegially his Love was more fully let forth to the Congregation where he exerci- 
{cd his Miniſtry, His ardent Longings after their Souls : His rejoycings in the Prof- 
perity of their Souls : His bleedings , and heart-breakings for their falls and in» 
tirmities : His unceſſant Labours among them, both publickly, and from Houſe to 
Houſe ; His frequent and affe@tionate Letters to them when he was abſent: His 
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earneſt deſire to Live , to dic, and to be buricd among them, do all ſhew what a 
great room they had in his heart. 

—— Secondly, He was a Man of Courage : He feared no danger in the way of his His courage. 
Duty, knowing that he that walks wprightly , walks ſurely. In doubtful Caſes he 
was inquiſitivez but when once reſolved, he was fearleſs. He feared not the faces 
of Men, but where juſt occalion was, he would boldly admoniſh, and faithfully rc- 
prove what he ſaw amils, which ungrateful duty he managed with fo much pru- 
dence, and with ſuch expreſſions of Love and Compaſſion to their Souls, as made 
way into their hcarts, and made his work the more (ucceſsful. 

— Thirdly, He was a Son of Peace : A zealous pcace-maker among Bretheren in 1;;. 

: , " : BY peaceable- 
caſe of diſſention: And of ſober and peaceful principles : Of a healing Spirit as to ne. 
factions upon the account of Religion. He had a Reverend eſteem of Magiſtrates, 

—_— all provoking and infolent Expreſſions , or Mutinous actions againſt 
them. 

— Fourthly, He was agreat lover of Truth and Righteouſneſs in his own praQtice, 1, omceouc, 
and a great preſſer of them upon others , eſpecially upon Profeſſors of Religion 3 nes. 
whom he exhorted to be juſt in their dealings, and true in their words :Wary in — 
promiſing, _ and punctual in performing, _ Oft did he bewail and ſharply reprove — 
promiſe breaking, and deceittul dealing, 

— Fifibly, is patience was very Exemplary. Not only in his ſufferings from Men 3 
Cut in the time of his long and great weakneſs and Languiſhing diſtempers, which 
lay upon him for ſome years, yet all that while he had a conftane calmneſs and 
ſerenity of Spirit, and was ſo far from murmuring, or diſcontent, that he was till 
blefling God for dealing fo gently, and tenderly with him. 

—— Sixthly, He was eminent in Liberality : He not only did , but deviſed Liberal His liberalitys 
things. He ſtudicd, and conſidered how he might both give himſelf, and how he 
might procure others to give relict to thoſe that were in want. He dayly gave 
much Almes, both in the place where he lived, and where-ever he came. When 
Colleions were made for Pious, or Charitable ules, he ſtirred up others, both by 
his Exhortations and Examplez and ſometimes made addition in ſecret to what 
he had given publickly. He was very bountiful to many of his Relations who were 
fallen into decay : Yet his means was not above cighty pounds a year + Only his 
Wife, for divers years kept 4 Boarding School , which did conſiderably enlarge his 
Eſtate, Hetook great pains in Riding abroad to Gentlemen, and other rich Men 
to procure a (ianding maintenance for Non-Conforming Miniſters that were in 
want, Re 

_—Seventhly, He was of an afive Spirit : He went_about doing good and as he H5 adtivity, 
was inceſſant in his Labours in the Congregation where he lived, fo where ever hz — 
came he would be ſcattering ſome good ſeed, not only among thole of riper years, = 
but among the Children where he came , asking them Queſtions; giving them = 
Counſel, which ſometimes he left in writing among them. Eſpecially in his own - 

Family, among his Wives Boarders, he fo deported himſelt that in many of them — 
he begat the awe and Loveas of Children to their Fathers. 

— Whilk he lay fick at the Bath he ſent for many poor perſons , both Aged, and 
Children, and gave them Catechiſms, engaging them to learn , and to give him an 2 
account of their proficiency therein, and they came chearfully and willingly to him, 
being encouraged noo by his mg and winning carriage, his giving them 

n d eding, and fcalting them, IRE 
brig oe _ Humble? Tho God had highly exalted him in the hearts 5 Pumdliry/ 
and Judgments of others, yet was helow in his own eyes, and deſpiſed the praiſe 
of Mcn., His whole deportment -——_ of Humility, and he was of 2 great Con-« 
deſcention to the weekeſt and meaneſt, { 

—— hn a6. beſides his Labors in that great Congregation where the Lord had His great l«- 
placed him, the care of many other Churches lay dayly upon him. He went abroad 
frequently into other Pariſhes about the Country , amongſt poor ignorant People 
that lived in dark Corners , having none to take care of their Souls , preached to 
then himſelf, and ſtirred up many of his Brethren to do the like, whole forward 
minds readily joyned with him in ſetting up Leciures in ſeveral places. He had an 
Eye to the poor Welch, and had an influence upon ſending ſome Miniſters among them, 


latending alſo to have (peat ſome time among them himſelf, and was hardly irs 
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held from it by all the perſwafions of his friends, who told him his inability 
Travel by. reaſon of the great weakneſs that he lay under. 


_ 


to 


__—The reading of this did ſo inflame the zeal of my Reverend Erother Mr. Thomas 
Gouge (as hirnſelt told me ) that he was reſtleſs in his Spirit, till (having ſetled his 
affairs about London );he had liberty, and opportunity to proſecute this deſign : 
Since which time he hath made! many Journies both into Soth and North Wales, 


where he hath done much good, \and by the help of divers of his Reverend Brethy 
in the Miniſtry, and many. others, hath placed out many Hundreds of poor Childr 


cal 
cn 


to School to Icarn Engliſh, hath given them Catechiſms, and other good Books : Be- 
ſides Bibles and New-Teftaments in Welch, and hath procured the Printing of Welch 
Bibles (whercof there were very few to be had,) of the Praffice of Piety, &c. To 
be diſtributcd among them, as is well known to many who have put to their helping 


hands to promote ſo excellent, and worthy a work; 
Sce what Teſtimony Mr. George Newton, the Reverend Paſtor of Tawnton, gives 
Mr. Foſ. Allein, whoſe affiſtant he was. Mr. Joſeph Allein (ſaith he) came to my 


of 
al 


filtance , Anno Chriſti, 1655. \ being then about one and twenty years old , and 
we contitucd together, till the Black, day came, He was a young Manot ſingular 
a&ompliſhments, both natural and acquired. His intelleCtuals ſolid, his memory 
{trong, his affeCtions lively , his learning much beyond the ordinary ſize: And a» 


bove all, his holineſs was eminent 3 his converſation exemplary 3 and in bricf, 
had a good head and a better heart. 


he 


Ms ſecret — Much of his time he ſpent in private converſes with God and his own Soul : 
wg He much delighted to perform ſecret Devotions in the fight of Heaven, and in the 
open air, when his opportunities ſerved. Many dayes he kept alone, and then (by 
his-good will) he would betakehimſelf to a folitary Houſe , probably , that he mighe 
freely uſe his voice as his affeions led him to, (which he conld not have done where 
there were Inhabitants) and that he might converſe with God without avocation and 


| HLH * 


diſtraction, 


His reproofs. _. His ſocicty with others was alwaycs mingled with holy and heavenly diſcourſes. 


His uſefulne6s In the FE 
where evcr he tg his lips; and he freely poured it out to others. 


Came. 


He reſpected 
all Gods Com- 


mandments. 


Hz bounty, 


His humility. 


He took all opportunities to inſtruct, exhort, and reprove, which he never fai 
todo (when he judged it neceſſary ) whatever the event might prove. Andt 


let 


rus 


ly his reproofs were accompained with ſuch humility . tenderneſs, Selt-Condemnas 


tion, and cqhipaſhon, that they ſeldom, if ever did miſcarry. 
uſcs where he ſojourncd his Lips fed many, God freely poured grace 


ins 


None could live quictly in any 


open fin undcr his inſpection, When he came to abide in any Houſe , he brought © 


Salvation with him, and when, he departed, he left Salvation behind him. _ When — 


he was. tranſplanting himſelf from one Family to an other, (as his occaſions ſome- 
times required) he would call all thePeople, one by one into his Chamber,from whence 


(it was obſcrved ) that fcarce any one returned with dry eycs. 


Rightcouſneſs exceeded even'thagof the Phariſees : Yet alſo was he ascxact in 
dutics of the ſecond Table : A Man of morals 3 Never ſpotted with any unjuſt, 


— In the dutics of the firſt Table hewas very exemplary, and near to rigour, His 


the 
or 


uncharitable aft. The failing of many Profeſſors in this kind , drew from him 


many Prayers, Tears, Complaints, and Lamentation. 


-— He had an eminent free and bountiful heart, to his power, yea, and beyond 
his power, as is before expreſſed. He did good to all ; eſpecially to the Hoxſhold of 
Faith : He was full ct holy projets, for the advancement of both Spiritual and Tem- 


poral good of others ,, which he ſo vigorouſly and prudently proſecuted, that they 


{cldom miſcarricd, 


— He was a Man of extraordinary condeſcention to the Infirmities of weaker Brethren, 
and uſcd to deal with themin fo humble, loving and ſweet a way, as conſidering bim- 
ſelf, leſt -be alſo might be tempted. In their Conteſſed failings he was not Supercilious 
and ccnſorious , but laboured to reſtore them with the Spirit of meckneſs- He believed 
and hoped all things that were to be belicved and hoped: And when he deeply con- 
demned the action, he would not Judge of the Eltates of the Perſon, And tho 


he was ſufficiently mild in |his Judgment of others, yet was he ſevere enough in 
Judgment of himſelf. 


his 


His holy pru- — In matters douttful and diſputable , he'was not peremptory : He laid not more - 


dence. 


weight and ſtreſs upon Notions » and Opinions in Religion than belonged to the 
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He was not like many who are over-contident in their determinations, that they — 
will hardly hold Communion, nay, ſcarce fo much as a plealing Converſation, with — 
any Man (Chow gracious focver) who cannot think, and ſpeak , and a as they - 
do in every thing. He would freely and familiarly converſe with thoſe, who were - 
ſound in the Faith (as to the Fundamentals of Religion,) and Holy in their lives, -- 
of all perſwaſions. | | 
 - His Miniſterial imployments were more facile to him than to many others, bcing” His Miniſterial 
of a quick conceit, of a ready, ſirong and faithful memory 5 of a free, and nervous abilities 
expreſſion 3 and (abqve all) having a holy heart that was alwayes boiling up with 
good Matter. He was apt to Preach and Pay, and ready on all occaſions to lay out 
himſelf in ſuch work tho his warning ſometimes was very ſhort, he confidently 
caſt himſelf upon the Lords aflitance, who had never failed him, and fo went free» 
ly about his work without diſtraQions. : ; 
—— He began upon a very conſiderable ſtock of Learning , baving gifts both Mini- ey naan bh 
ſterial and perſonal, much beyond the proportion of his years, and grew exceed- w__ ow” 
ingly in his abilities and graces in a little time, ſo that his profiting, appeared unto 
all Men; and he waxed very rich in Heavenly Treaſure, by Gods blefſing on a 
diligent hand, ſo that he was behind in no good gift. God bleſſed him with all Spi- 
ritual bleſſings in Heavenly things, and he returned all to Heaven again. He fer- 
ved God with all his might, and with all his ſtrength. He was abundant in the 
work of the Lord : He did not go but run the wayes of Gods Commandinents. He 
did run, and was not weary, He did walk, and, was not faint. He preſſed hard to- 
wards the mark till he attained it. His race was ſwift and ſhort, and his end 
glorious, | 4 Ca 
_-. He was inſatiably greedy of the Converſion .of Souls, wherein he had no ſmall His zeal. 
fucceſs" in the courſe of his Miniſtry : And to promote this end he poured” out his 
very heart in Prayer and Preaching. He imparted, nat the Goſpel only, but his own 
Soul to his bearers, His Supplications and Exhortations were many times fo affei- 
onate, ſo full of holy zeal, and Lite, that they guite overcame his Auditors, He 
{0 melted over them, that he thawed, mollified , and ſometimes diſſolved the har- 
deft hearts. But while he melted others he waſted, and at laſt conſumed himſelf. 
— He. was not ſatisfied with theſe his publick employments, but conſtantly went 
from Houſe to Houſe, and there perticularly ( where he had a free Reception) dealt 
both with Governours, Children and Servants, infirufting chem cſpecially in -cthe 
great fundamentals, both of the Law and Goſpel, whom he found to be ignorant : 
Gently reproving where he found any thing amiſs: Exhorting them to diligence, 
both in their general and perticular Callings. And where he found any detective 
init, he carnclily intreated them to ſet up the Worſhip of God in their Families , 
and to make them little Churches by their conſtant reading of the Word of God, 
that ſo the Word .of Chriſt might dwell Richly, in them; as alſo by a carctul Catc- 
chifing both of Children, and Servants, and (according to the Governors abili- 
tics) that they ſhould, by conference, Repetition of Sermons, and eſpecially by Mor- 
ning and Evening Prayer , avoid that dreadful indignation which hangs oyer the 
heads of thoſe families which call not upon the .Name of Lord. He inſpected, 
fo far as he could, into the fate of every perticular perſon,” and accordingly Re- 
proved, comforted, and encouraged as he found occation : Yet all, with ſo much 
tenderneſs, humility and ſelf denial that he, gained much upon the affeions of 
all that entertained him Sand "wrought them at leaſt to an outward Conformity 3 
inſomuch as ſuch as were not viſited at the fuſt, at length came forth and called 
upon him to come and help them alſo, 
—— Thusdid he wear out himſelf to give light and heat unto, others. He allowed yjs early 
himſelf too little fleep to-.Recruit thoſe Spirits which he had waſted with labor rifing. 
and wakenirig, He roſe conſtantly at four a clockin the Morning at fartheſt, and 
that in the cold 'winter time, that having had Communion with God he might be 
the earlier at his other ſtudies and imployments. _ 
_— He was a very grave, ſtrict, ſerious Compoſed young Man, yet not rigid in his ,. 
— Principles. His Moderation-was known to all that knew him. He held that Separa* @, 
tion in a Church was many times neceſſary , from the known cotruptions of it: —- 
But allowed not ſeparation from a Church , _ where ative compliance with fome 
finful eyil, was not made the condition of Communion, 
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His Reperiti- 


His Catechi- when he Catcchiſed the greater ſort in publick, he began with Prayer for a 


blefling upon that duty. Then having propounded ſome Queſtions out of the 
Aſſemblies Catechiſm, his care was, not only to make them perfect in rchearſing 
the Anſwers there ſet down, but alſo to bring them to a clcar underſtanding of 
the ſence and meaning of the' ſaid Anſwers , and of all rhe Terms and Phraſes 
in which they were expreſſed : And to draw ſome practical inferences from the 
fame. He farther inſtructed them, by propoling ſeveral other Collateral Queſtions. 
belides thoſe in the Catechiſnt, which Himſelf had before drawn up, and ſent them 
in writing. i 


»— In the Evening of each Lords day, he uſed to repeat his Sermon in the Church 


to which very many people reſorted, and when he had done, ſome Youths were. 
called forth who gave him an accotint of all the Heads of his 'Sermon- by their 
Memories, | | 


_—— When he went from Houſe to Houſe, hs uſcd to give them notice the day before; 


Dcliring that he might have admitatice , and that they would have their whole 
Family together againſt he came : Which being done, he uſed to infiruct the young: 
er ſort in the principles of Religion , by asking Queſtions out of, the Catechifne, 
the anſwers whereunto, he uſed to open ,” and explain. ,He uſed' alſoto enquire of 
them about their Spiritual Eſtate, laboring to make them ſenſible, of the evil and 
danger of ſin. Of the - Corruption and depravation of our. Natures , the miſery 


of an Unconverted ſtate; provoking them to Took after the true Remedy propos» 


ſcd in the Goſpel, to 'turn: from all their ſins unto God, to cloſe with Chriſt up- 
on his own terms , ' to follow after holineſs, to watch over their hearts and. 
lives , to mortifie their Luſts , to redeem their time, and to pecqare tor Eter* 
nity. Theſe things he explained to their underſtandings, and preſſed upon their 
Conſciences with the moſt cogent Arguments and Contiderations he poſſibly could ; 
Shewing what great priviledges they did injoy , the many Goſpel Sermons they 
did or might hear , the many, Talents they were entruſted withalz and the great 
account they were to give unto God' of the ſame, &c. Beſides, he left with them 
ſeveral Counſels and DircCtions to be carefully remembred and practiſed for the 
good of their Souls. { hs | | 


His prudence. —- Suck as were, ſeripus and Religious he uſed to help forward in Holineſs , by an» 


ſwering their doubts, reſolving their caſes, and encouraging them againſt their 
difficulties and diſcouragments : And before he left them he uſed, to deal with the 
Governors, and with ſuch as were grown up to years of diſcretion ſingly and a 
part, that ſo, (as much as poſſibly he could) he might know the condition of cach 
perticular perſon, and the better 'apply himlſclt to cach of them, -It he tound them © 
to negle& Family duties , he uſed to prgſs them to ſet them"up, by reading the 
word of God and Prayer, giving them direQions therein, and exhorting them — 
to the practice of ſecret Dutics, He alſo perſwaded Miſtreſſes of Families to give — 
their Children and Servants time tor ſuch ſecret duties, and to encourage them — 


thercin ; And ſometimes himſelf. would pray with them before his departure. It — 


-- the Family where he came was ignorant, he would inſiſt the longer in inſtrufting, — 
— and Catcchiling.: If looſe, in reproving and convincing 3 if Godly in encouraging — 


- 


and direQting, 


His great ſuc- _. He uſcd to ſpend five afternoons every week in theſe exerciſes, from one or two 


a clock till ſeven : In which ſpace he uſed to viſit thrgg or four Families, ſome- 
times more as they were Grcater or leſs. Thus he went throughthe whole Town, 
and then preſently began again: And he did often bleſs God for the' great” ſucceſs 
that,he found in. theſe Exerciſes 3 ſaying, that God made him hereby as inltrumen- 
tal to the good of Souls as by his publick Miniſtry, 


His reproof. '_—— He wis a faithful Reprover of the miſcarriages of Profeſſors, whether. high or 


low, Miniſters or private Chriſtians z Yea, tho they were never ſodear unto him, or 
never ſo 6h|ging in their carriage towards him, 'whatſocver the ifſue and event 
might prove, Tho he was but a young Man, yet was his deportment very ſeri- 
ous and grave. He was Humble, Courteous, and Aﬀable, Condeſcending to dil- 
courſe with the Pooreſt and meaneſt for their Spiritual good , as ſoon as with the 
higheſt and richeſt. He was fall of Holy projets 'by what wayes and means he 
might moſt effeEtually promote the Honour of Chrift , and the Salvation of Souls, 
and what he judged to be conducing to theſe ends , he proſecuted _—_— 
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Wiſdom and vigour , that he ſeldom failed to accompliſh it, 

__He-conſidering how much the Conſcientious and frequent performance of the About i©fe 
duty of Self-examination might tend to the weakning of fin, and to the furthe- <xaminarton, 
rance of Holineſs both in Heart and Lite, he carneſtly preſſed this practice in his — 
publick Miriſiry 3 directing his hearcrs for the performance of it : He dealt alſo with — 
them in private about it, and drewa promiſe from molt of them, that they would -- 
every night, betore they went to ſleep, ſpend ſome time in ſecret , tocall theme 
ſelves to an account how they had ſpent that day, by propoſing ſeveral Quelitions — 
to their own hearts, which he had drawn up in writing, and Communicated unto — 
them under ſeveral Heads 3 and many contefſed that this pratice had been very ad- 
vantagious unto them in their Chriſtian walk. . 

— Beſore the Act of Uniformity came forth, he was very carncſt with God day and — 
night, to make his way plain unto him, that he might not be deprived of kis pre- 
ſent advantages of ſaving Souls, with any ſcruple upon his Conſcience ;_But when His Non-Con 
he aw thoſe Clauſes of Aſſent and Conſent , and renouncing the Covennt, he was 12m"y- 
fully fatisfhed agaipſt itz, whereas before he was ſo doubtful that his intimate triends — 
thought that he would have conformed, ſaying that he would not leave his Mini- 
ſtry tor ſmall and dubious matters :_Yet tho he mult quithis Station, he judged that — 
the Ejection of the Miniſters out of their places Jid not difoblige them from — 
Preaching to their people, nor the people from attending upon their Miniſtry: And — 
tho upon that Black and Diſmal Sabbath, he took his leave of his beloved People 
yet he firmly reſolved to go on with his work of Preaching in private, and Viliting 
from Houſe to Houſe, till he ſhould be ſcent to Priſon , or into Banithmicnr. And 
accordingly he proſecuted this reſolution, appointing the Thurſday tollowing to he 
a day of Humiliation, where he Preached in his own Houſe to as many 2s durtt ad- 
venture to hear him 3 but there was not ſuch an appzarance as he expected : Where 
upon he applyed himſelf to thoſe who were moſt timerous, labouring to give fſa- 
tisfaQion to their ſcruples, and it pleaſed God, in a ſhort time to givehim ſuch 
good ſucceſs, that his own _ waxed bold , and Multitudes reſorting to his 
Meetings, whether they were by day or night, which ſo encouraged him that he went 
on vigorouſly in Preaching, Viſiting, and Catechifing from. houſe to houſe. 

_. He went alſo frequently into the Villages, and places about the Town, whence — 
moſt of their Miniſters were fled, or at leaſt, defiſted for ſome conſiderable time 5 His indefatiags 
and where ever he came, the Lord was pleaſed to give him great ſucceſs : Many bieneb. 
were Converted, and the generality encouraged to cleave cloſe unto the Lord. 

_—This much heigthened the rage of ſome Neighbour Juftices, who much threat» mis Enemies, 
ned and oft ſought for him : But it pleaſed God that he was preſerved out of their — 

hands longer than he expecd, His uſual faying was, that it it pleaſed the Lord — 

to grant him but three Months Liberty betore he went to Priſon, he ſhould account — 

it a great favour, and ſhould more willingly ſubmit to it when he had done ſome — 

work. Then did he ſell off his Goods the better to prepare for a Gaolor Baniſhment, — » 

only he was deſirous that his. Wife ſhonld accompany him, which alſo was her great = 

deſire, it being more grievous to her to think of being abſent from him, than to — 

ſuffer with him. 

- The Lord was pleaſed fo far to indulge him, that he went on in this courſe from 
Bartholomew day, til May the 26th. following, tho he was often threatened, yet was 

he never interrupted, tho many, both of Town and Country came flocking to his = opens 
Meetings at what time ſoever they. were held. He ſeldom miſfed of Preaching twice — E 
a Sabbath, and often in the week. Sometimes he Preached fourteen times incight — 
days : Often ten, and ordinarily fix or ſeven, cither at home or abroad, during all — 

this time, beſides his frequent diſcourtings with fuch as reſorted to him: And for — 

the better enabling him hereunto, he laid aſide all his other Studies, cxpeRing that — 

his time and liberty would be but ſhort. And truly the Lord did more than or- 

dinarily afſift him, as himſelf took notice, as well as all that heard him and cons 

verſed with him- 

— Upon a Saturday in the Evening, about fix a clock, he was feiz:d upon by an — 
Officer of Taunton , who profeſſed that he had rather have been otherwiſe employed, — 
but that he was urged to a ſpeedy Execution of the Warrant , by one who was — 
= on purpoſe to {ce it Executed, becauſe they feared that none in the Town would —* 

Olt, 


T The 


Co nmicd. 


The Life al Death of 


 ) 


His apprehen— The IWrrant was ſigncd by three Juſtices, who required his preſent appearance 


at one of their Houſes, about two Miles off from Taunton. He deſired liberty 
tofſtay and Sup with his Family, expecting but hard entertainment whether he was 
going, 3 yet this ſmall courtelie was denyed him, till one of the Chief in the 
Town was bound for his ſpeedy Appearance : At Sopper he fed heartily , and was 
very chearful, yet full of holy and gracious diſcourſes , ſuitable to the time and 
Company that were with him. Afﬀer ſupper, having prayed with his Fa 
mily and Friends preſent, himſelf with the Officer, and twoor three friends thac 
accompained him, went to the appointed place, where they charged him with break+ 
irg the AG of Uniformity by his frequent Preaching ſince it took place : This he de- 
nycd, ſaying, that he had neither Preached in Church, Chappel, nor in any other 
place of publick Worſhip, fince that time, and that what he did was in his own Fa- 
mily, and with ſuch friends as came to hear him. | 
_———-Then they charged him for being at a Riotons Aſſembly: He anſwered, that ac 
their Meetings were uſed no Threats, no dangerous Words, no Staves, or Weap- 
ic is abuſed.. ons, neither were any put into fear, their only employment being Prayer and 
Preaching, __Here they much abuſed him with Scoffs and Scorns, the very Juſtices 
-. themſelves with their Ladies, and ſuch others as came to hear his Examination, 
— One of them called him R»gze, and ſaid that he deſzrved to be hanged, and that 
— if he were not hanged, he would be hanged for him 3 and many other ſcurrilous 
-— expreſſions they uſed , which would but defile the paper it they were (et down, 
— They urged hjm much to be his Self-Accuſer , but could not draw him to it , not- 
- withſtanding, which, they made a Mittimus to ſend him tothe Gaol upon Munday 

Morning after they had detained him with them till twelve a Clock in the night. 
____When he came home, which was about two a clock in the Morning, he lay down 
on his Bed about twoor three hours, and then ariſing, he retired himſelt with God 
till about eight a clock: *At-which time ſeveral Friends were come to vilit him, to 
whom he would have Preached, but thathe was not ſuffered by the Officer , who 
had a firit charge to the contrary :-Yet he ſpent the day in diſcourſing with the 
—- ſeveral Companies of his Friends, who out of the Town and Country came to Viſie 
— hims and as he could be permitted , he prayed oft with them. All this while he 
— was very chearful in Spirit, admiring Gods Mercics to him, and encouraging all 
—- that cameto ſee him to be bold and reſolute in the cauſe of God and his Goſpe], 
_ and for their Souls, and not to be diſcouraged for what befel him for their ſakes, 
— As for himſelf, he ſaid, that he was nothing at all moved for it, nor did in the 
leaſt, repent of any thing that he had done, but accounted himſelf happy, and under 
that promiſe which Chriſt makes to his Mat. 5. 10, &c. That he ſhould be doubly 
and trebly happy, now that he wasto ſuffer for his ſake. He was alſo carneſt with 
his Brethren 1n the Miniſtry that came to fce him, that they ſhould not at all defifi 
from their Labours when he was gone, and that there might not be one Sermon the 
* leſs in Tawnton for his abſence. He exhorted allo the people, that they ſhould at- 
tend upon the Miniſtry with greater ardency, dilligence, and courage than before, 
aſſuring them how ſweet and comfortablevit was tohim to conſider how much he 
had done for God in thoſe laſt Months: Adding that he was going to Priſon full 
of Joy, being, conhdent that all theſe things would turn to the furtherance of the 

Goſpe), andthe glory of God, | 
_—— Mr. Allein was not ſatisfied to go away till he had left fome Exhortations with 
— his people, and therefore requeſted them to come to him about one or two a clock 
- inthe night, and rotwithſtanding the unſeaſonableneſs of the time, many Hundreds 
_ of old and young repaired to him with whom he ſpent about three hours in 
-- Prayer ard Preaching, And fo with many yearnings of Bowecls they took their 
- leaves each of other, wherein a more affeQtionate parting could ſcarce be ſeen, 

He goes. to On Mmnday Morning about nine a clock, he with two or three friends that de- 
hm © fired to accompany him, went for Ichefter. As he went, the Streets of Taunton were 
beſet on both ſides with people, and many followed him on foot, fome Miles out 
of the Town with great Lamentations, which he could ſcarce bear : Yet the Lord 
ſo ſtrengthened him that he went through them all with great courage and Joy, 

 _ _ __ endeavouring botty by his words and countenance to encourage and chear them up. 
_ >. He carricd his Mitimss himſclt having no Officer with him, and when he came 
"  — thither the Jaylor was notat "_ which opportunity he took to Preach yo 
p c 


H1s courage. 


—_—_—  ———— 
— 


Mr. joleph Allein, ec. 
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— he went into Priſon, which his Adverſaries accounted a great addition to his former 


— Crimes. The Jaylor bing come home, he gave him his Mittimas, and was by him 
put into the Bridewel-Chamber, where he found Mr. Jobs Norman, late of Bridgwater, 
Committed a few days before him for the ſame cauſe : A Man he was of fingular 
abilities, fervent in zeal and holy boldneſs for the cauſc of Chrift : Conliant to his 
principles in the moſt wavering times, and one, who for his Godly and Exemplary 
Converſation , was much eſteemed among the people of God 3 and few that knew 
him, cither of the ſober Gentry or Commonalty , but for his choice parts, and ſpot- 
lefs life had great reſpes for him. _.. 

——There were alſo tive mbre Miniſters, and fifty Qakers, which had all their Lodg- 
ings in the ſame room, parted only with a Mat, which they had hung up for a lictle 
more retirement. Soon after Mr. Coven, Mr. Powel, and cight more were brought 
intothe ſame place, being taken at Mcetings. This added to the (iraitnels of their 
room, and it was fo nigh to the top of the Priſon, that as they lay in their Beds 
they could touch the Tiles with their hands,. which made it very irkfome, the Sun 
lying upon the Houſe all the day : Being fo many of them together, belies ihe re- 
fort of many friends to them, they much wanted freſh air, till they had taken down 
the glaſs and ſome of the Tiles, for their better refreſhment. In this Room they 
were forced to lie, and to cat their tood, having no other place to retire into 
but a little Garden, adjoyning to the place were all the Common Priſoners were. 
In their Chamber they were moleſted with the noiſe of thoſe wretches, the ratling 
their Chains, the Blaſpheming of cheir Tongues, their Roaring and Singing night 
and day beinga great trouble to them. And it they went into the Courts of the 
Priſon, there they met with the ſent and fight of their Cloatis hanging tull of vermin, 
and of the Priſoners in their Rags and Chains. 

_——That alſo which moſt troubled them was that they had no place to retire into,ncither 
alone nor together wherein they might have Communion with God. The @uakers 
alſo much moleſted them, dilturbing them with their Cavils in the times of Prayer, 
Preaching, and Singing, and would come and Work in thcir Callings juſt by them 


at ſuch times, to their great gricf. -- Want of air was moſt offentive to Mr. Alein, _ 


whohad accuſtomed himſelf both in Oxford and the Country , to ſpend molt of his 
ſecret hours in by-places in the fields or woods. 

— — So ſoon as Mr. Allein came into Priſon, he Praycd and Preached, which he cal- 
led, the Conſecration of it, And after a day or two he delirced to have his Wite with 
him or near him in the Town, to attend him, and to keep Company with ſuch 
Friends as came to vilit him: Whereupon he prevailed with the Keeper to have one 
Corner to himſclf wherein to ſet his Bed , which was more private than the rclt. 
About this he made a Partition with ſome Curtains, whereby he might be the more 
private, and it was a great comfort to him : And after a few weeks he procus 


red leave of his Keeper , to walk out a Mile or more, Morning and Eveging - 


conſiaptly, except the Weather, or his Keepers Churliſhcefs did hinder him. 
_ —Thcir Diet was good and ſufhcient 3 fornctimes abundant, by their Fricnds kind- 
neſs to them. Here they Preached once a Day conſtantly: Sometimes twice, and 
many reſorted to their Sermons, of which ſome came eight or ten Miles round a- 
bout out of the Country, and multitudes came to viſit them. Their Friends were 
excceding kind to them, ,endeavouring by their frequent vilits, by provitions of Food, 
and ſupplics of monies to take away the tediouſfne(s of their Imprifonment. Mr. 
Alleins Labours were the greateſt, who ſpent almoſt all the day in converting with 
his friends, and a great part of the night in his ſtudies, and ſecret duties, 
© — Thus they continued for about four Months, and were tofſed from Seſſions to the 
Aſſizes. Fuly 14th. Mr. Allein was brought to the Seſſions held at Taxnton, and Indi-+ 
&ed for Preaching on the 17th. of May precedeing 3 but the Evidence was fo lender 
that the Grand Fury would not find the BZ}, and thereupon, by the conſtant practice 
of the Court, he ſhould have been freed by Proclamation : Yet was he returned unto 
Priſon till the Affizes : And to his Friends, ' who had hoped tor his Deliverance, he 
ſaid, Let ns bleſs God that bis Will is done, and nat the Wills of ſuch worms as we 
are, 
— Auguſt 24th. He was Indicted at the Afizes, and tho the Evidence was but the 
ſame with the former, yet now the Grand- Fary found the Bill, and he was brought 
the Bar, and his Indiment was Read, which was, that May 17th, 1663. He, 
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together with twenty, others to the Jurors unknown, did Riotouſly., Routouſly, 
and Scditiouſly aſſemble themſelves together , contrary to the Peace of- our Sove. 
r8izn Lord the King, and to the great terrour of his Subjects, and to the evil Ex- 
ample of others, &c. To this he Anſwered, That as to Praying and Preaching he 
was Guilty, and did own them for his Duty : But as for Riotous,” Routous, and Se. 


——— 


| ditious Aflemblics, he abhorred them from his heart, and of theſe he was not Guilty, 


Yct was he found Guilty by the Petty Fary, and by the Judge' Scntenced to pay a 
hundred Marks, and tocontinue in Priſon till it was paid. To this he only re- 
plycd.: That he was glad that he had appeared before his Country: And that, 
whatſoever he was charged -with , he was Guilty of nothing but doing his Duty; 
and thet all which did appear by the Evidence was only that he had Sung a Pſalm, 
and inliruQted his Family, where ſome others were, and= both in his own Houſe : 
And that, if nothing which had been urged would fatistie he ſhould with all chear- 
tulncls and Thankfulneſs accept, whatſoever Sentence his Lordſhip ſhould pronounce 
upon him for ſogood, and Righteous a cauſe. From hence he was carricd back to 
Priſon, where he continued a whole year wanting three days» 


— I/inter coming on, which they feared would make this place as cold as it had been 


1, remove to hot in Sammer (the Chamber having no Chimney in it J) they endeavoured, and 
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with ſome difliculty obtaincd to be removed to the Ward, where they had more com- 
fortable accommodations in all reſpe&s. Here they had very great Aſſemblies, both 
on week days and Sabbaths, and many days of Humiliation , and Thankſgiving 3 
and tho they were much threatened both by the Judges and Juſtices to be ſent be» 
vond-Sea, or carrycd to ſome remote Iſland, where they ſhould be kept cloſe Pris 
toncrsz yet the Lord prevented it, and fo ordered it, that their Imprifonment tur- 
ncd to his'greatcr glory, and to the furtherance of the Goſpel, by their great la- 
bors, to which God added a great Bleſſing : And Mr. Alleins fuftcrings did not in 
the leaſt abaic his Zeal, and Adtivity for God , but he embraced all opportunitics 
of doing good, The Miniſter who was appointed, at ſome times to Preach to the 
Fclons, falling fic, Mr. Allein freely ſupplyed his roomas long as he could be per- 
mitecd, earnclily exhorting them that by RKepentance, and Faith they would ſecure 
the Eternal welfare of their Souls. He was very forward to promote the Educa- 
tion of young perſons, both in 1Icheſter, and in the Country adjacent; for which 
end he gave Catechiſms to many Poor Families , that they might be infiructcd in 
the principles of Religion, exhorting the Elder to teach and encourage the Younger, 


— He was a ſerious and faithful Monitor to his Fellow- ſufferers, if he ſaw in them any 


thing which bscame not the Goſpel for which they uttered. 


Redecming —— He wasnow, as formerly, a careful Redeemer of his time, riſing about four aclock 


THEY 


H's prudcice. 


in the Morning, and ſpending a conſiderable time in Meditation and Prayer, and 
then tollowing his ſtudies cloſe in ſome Corncr of the Priſon where he could be pri- 
vate : And ſometimes he ſpent almoſt whole nights in thele exerciſes, only lying 
down in his Cloths for an hour or two, 'and then up again» Thoſe which vilited 
him he did not entertain with frivolous and frothy diſcourſes, but with ſuch as 
were profitable, and fox their Editication , applying himſeclt unto them according 
to their ſeveral capacities, exhorting them to ſuch gracious practices, which by 
Reaſon of their age or temper, Calling or Condition, he judged them to be moſt 
deiedive in, and dehorting them from ſuch evils , as he thought them moſt prone 
unto. He rejoyced that he was accounted worthy to ſuffer in the cauſe of Chriſt, 
and encouraged the timerousz by his own and others experience of Gods goodneſs 
beyond what they could have expected, 


His candor, —.He carefully obſerved that Rule, Mat. 5. 44. Love your Enemies, bleſs them that 


impaitzed notwithſtanding] his inceſſant Labors, 
aitcrwards judged ) the toundation of that weakneſs which preſently atter furprized 
lim, and occalioned his death, was then laid, | 

_— At his enlargernent from-Prifon he was more carneſt in his work than before : 


curſe you Do good to them that bate you, and pray for them that deſpightefully uſe you, 
and perſecnte you. , He never exclaimed againſt thoſe who were the chictelt inftru- 
ments of his Sufferings, but pityed and prayed with Saint Stephen, Lord Lay not this 


ſin totheir charge. The greateli harm he wiſhed them, was that they might be Cons 


vertcd, Sandtiticd , and their Souls ſaved in the day of the Lord Feſas. * 
During the time of his Imprifonment it could not be diſcerned that his health was 
Yet, probably ( as the Phyſicians 
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Yet willing to preſerve his liberty among his people, who had no Miniſter that had 
the overlighe of them, tho ſome came and Preached to them in his abſcnce: And 
ſuch Multicudes reſorted to him, that he judged it neceſſary to divide them into 
tour parts, re{oiving to Preach tothem four times each Sabbath; But tinding that 
to be beyond his ſtrength, which was much dccaycd, he was fain to forbcar it, and 
Preached only twice on the Sabbath, yet oft on the week days beſides, at home or 
abroad, -He preſlcd all that feared God, cſpecially fuch as were of a timerous Spirit, 
tobe couragious and aCtive for God, and to be much in mutual convertings toge- 
ther, now that their Miniſters were withdrawn, and to be much in praifcs and 
thankſgivings unto God, dclighting themſelves in him, and denying themſelves for 
him, and reſigning themſelves, and all they did enjoy, to him, that the world might 
ſee, that they could live comfortably on a God alone, on his Attributes and promilcs, 
tho they ſhould have nothing elle lefe. 

_—» He much preſſed the Unconverted to be more careful for the Salvation of thcir 

Souls, eſpecially conſidering, that thoſe were now removed, which long tor, and 

watched over their Souls, and they were fallen into the hands of ſuch as wantcd 

cither $skill or Will to promote their welfarc : Shewing them , with moſt tender 
affeQions, what miſerable Creatures they were whillt Unconvertcd , 294 huw kis 
heart did yearn for them : How he did pray and weep for them when they were 2fleep: 

How willingly he had {yffercda years Impriſonment for them, nay, how readily he 

would ſhed his blood to procure- their Salvation. 

— But it pleaſed the All-wiſe God to take him oft trom this eager purſuit of his work 
and dciigns for him , by Viliting him ( in the latter end of Augyt ) with much 
weaknels, within three Months after he came out of Priſon.. For bcing requelied 
by a people, whoſe Paſtor was abſent, to Preach, and Adminitier the Sacrament 
unto them , the place being ſixteen Miles off, he was fo diſabled by the Journy, 
that he could not perform both 3 yet , becauſe many of them came far, he forced 
himſelf to Preach to them, tho to his great prejudice, and aftgr three or four days, 
with much difficulty he returned home , and had the adviſe of the beſt Phyſicians 
thercabout, who, all of them judged that it proceeded from his abundant Labors, 
and Preaching too ſoon after his Meals, as he did, when he Preached four times a 
day. This had ſo abated the natural heat of his ſtomack chat no food would di- 
gelt, nor oft ſtay within him. 

He felt no pain, but had a conſtantdiſcompoſure in his Stomach, and a failing of his 
Appetite, that for many weeks he could not bearthe ſent of Fleth-Meat, nor rcrain 
any Liquors or Broths, fo that he conſumed fo faſt, that his Lite (ſeemed to draw 
near to an end: But God was pleaſed fo to blcis the means that after two Months, 
he recovercd of this diſtemper3z yet, ſo lok the uſe of his arms that from Ofober 
till April, he could neither put on. or off his Cloaths, nor write any thing, His 
Phyſicians and Friends carnclily bcſought bum to intermit his Labors, but could not 
prevail. For he continued to Preach once, and ſometimes twice cvery Sabbath, and 
to viſit from Houſe to Houſe all that Winter. | 

_— In the Spring God was pleaſed to reſtore unto him the uſe of his Arms, for 

which he was exceeding thankful, and they had great hopes of his Recovery : And 

the Summer following, by making uſe of ſome Mineral Waters, near the Devizes, 
his ſirength was much encreaſed, and he tound much good by them. But truſting 
too much to that ſtrength, his weakneſs returned often upon him the next Winter, 
and more in the Spring following. Yet his fits continued -not long at a time, fo 

that he Preached, not according to, but even beyond his ſtrength, at home and a- 

broad : Sometimes going into remote places, where they had had no Meetings fince 

the removal of their Miniſters, which was about the ſpace of two years : And he 
engaged ſome of his Brethren alſo to take their turns , which they did with: great 

{uccels, 

— Now was he again much threatened, and Warrants were often out for him, which 
he rejoyccd at, that when (by reaſon of his diſtempers) he could do little for God, 
God would fo honour him, that he ſhould ſuffer for himia a Prifon 3 and would of- 
ten ſay with much chearfulneſs, that they could not do him a greater kindnels : But 
_ not ſceing him M for the inconveniences of a Prifon , was pleaſed to ſpare 
1m. 

--The Five Mile A# fiow taking place, he removed to a place called Willingtor , five 

Miles 
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Miles from Tarnton,_to a Dyers houſe in a very obſcure place, where he preached 
— on the Lords Days as he was able But the vigilent eyes of his Enemies ſoon found 
— him out there, and reſolved to remove him, and a Warrant was put in the Con» 
— ftables hands to apprehend him ;/And the Dyer was threatned to be ſent to the Goal for 
— entertaining him : Hereupon he returned to Mr, Fohn Mallack's houſe, a Merchant, 
who had oft ſolicited him to /take his houſe for his Home, and he now accepted of 
his courteous offer : But many of his Friends in Taunton were fo carneſt, that toſa» 
tishe them, he went to their houſes and ſiayed with ſome a Fortnight, with others 
three Weeks or a Month,yet ſtill taking Mr. Mallack's for his Home: And he went from 
no houſe without ſerious Counſels,Comforts or Reproots, as their Condition required, 
_ Be went from no houſe that was willing to part from him 3 nor could he fatisfic 
His wſfulnes the requeſts of one half that| invited him to their houſes: So that he would often 
mall places bleſs God, and ſay with koly Mr. Dod, That he bad a hundred houſes for one that he 
had parted with :. And that tho he had no Goods, yct he wanted nothing, his F:= 
ther carcing for him in every thing fo that he lived a far more plcafant Life, than 
his Encmies that had turned him out of all. 
—— Hc was cxccedingly taken | with Gods Goodneſs in Mr. Mallacks bountiful enter- 
tainment of him ,, whoſe Hquſe, Gardens and Walks were very dclighttul to him, 
Gods Carchful- being ſo plcaſant and curious, and all Accomodations within ſuitable thereunto 
—_ which made him often to ſay, that be did | as Dives | fare deliciouſly every day; but 
hoped to improve it better than hedid : And that God had inclined his heart to care 
for many Poor, and for ſeveral of his Brethren in the Miniſtry, and that now 
God did reward him, not ſuffering hitn to be at any expence upon himſclt or Wite, 
He was 2 great Obſerver of each Days Providences, and would every Night be. 
Providence fore he went to ſleep, reckon/them up to his Wite, to raiſc his own and her heart to 
Odterved. praiſe the Lord, and to truſt to him, of whoſe care and goodneſs he had ſuch mani» 
told experiences | 
_—— The time for his going ts the Waters being come, he defired tokeepa Day of 
Thanksgividg for all Gods Mercies to him and his Friends; and accordingly Fuly 
the 1cth, 1665. divers of his Brethren in the Miniſtry, and of his Friends in 
Taunton met at Mr. Mallark's. Houſe, about a Mile from the Town where, af- 
ter they had been a while together;-came two Juſtices, with others attending them 
with Swords, and brake open the Doors by force ( tho if they had pleaſed, they 
might have unhatched them } and with much dirifion and threatning Language, 
His apprehen- took their Names, and committed them to ſome Conſiables, charging them to bring 
1:0n, them the next Day to the Caſtle-Tayern in Taunton, before the Juſtices of Peace there. 
The ncxt Day the Priſoners were broughr forth, and anſwered to their Names as 
they were called 3 and after two Days tedious attendance, were all convidtcd for 
keeping a Conventicle.and ſentenced to pay three Pounds a piece, or to be commitrted to 
Prifon tor threeſcore Days : But few of them cither payed their Fines or ſuffered their 
Friends to pay it for them. Whereupon Mr. Allein, and ſcven Miniſters more, 
Impriſonment. and ferty private Perſons | were committed to Tlcheſter Goal. When Mr. Allein 
came to the Priſon, his Deportment, and Converſation was every way as exemplary 
as it had bcen in his former confinement. And notwithſtanding his great bodily 
weakneſs, yet he conſtantly took his turn with the other Miniſters in preaching, 
Fainfulgeſfs, Which they performed, moſtly, twice a Day, belides other Religious Exerciſes, 
wherein alſo he did bear his part. 
Care of his —— Tho he had many of his Flock impriſoned with him, whereby he had the fairer , 
pcople. opportunity of inſtruing and watching over them 3 yet was he not forgetful of the 
rcli that were at liberty, but wrote many Letters to them, full of ſerious and pro- 
fitable matter, from which they might reap no ſmall bencht, whilſt they wanted his 
bodily preſence: He was alſo very folicitous for thoſe that were with him , that 
they might be the better for their Bonds, walking worthy the many and great Mer= 
cics they had enjoyed during their Impriſonment 3 that ſo, when they returned to 
their Houſes, they might ſpeak and live forth the Praiſes of God, carrying them- 
ſelvcs in every reſpeRt as became the Goſpel for which they had ſuffered 3 which he 
made to appear by that wholeſome Counſel which he gave them the Morning, wherein 
1 14 ar They were delivered, which confiſted of two Heads. 
is advice at . . 
their delive- > The tirlt was of Exhortation . 
rance. — Firſt, to rejoyce with trembling in their Priſon Comforts, and to ſee that they 
kept them in a thankful rRemen.branceall their Lives, 2, To 
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— 2, To feed and feaſt their Faith upon Priſon Experiences. 

— 3+ To let Divine Mercy be as Oyl to the flame of their Love. O love the Lord all 
ye bis Saints. 

-— 4. To keep their Manna in a Golden Pot, and not tc forget him, who hath (aid 

ſo often Remember me. 

_— 5. To let the Bonds of their AfMictions ſirengthen the Bonds of their Aﬀections , 
to love one another the better. 

—— 6. To lct preſent indulgence fit them for future hardſhips. 

_—-7. To caſt up their accounts at their return home, and to fee whether they have 
gone as much for ward in their Souls, as they have gone backward in their outward 
Eſtates. 

_—$. To ſee that the Snuffers of the Priſon make their Light to burn the brizheer; 
and that their courſe and' diſcourſe be the more ſavoury, ſerious and ſpiritual for this 
preſent Tryal. | 

—— 9. To ſe that they walk accurately as thoſe that have the Eyes of God, Angels, and 
Men upon them, to ſee what Gainers they have been by this Affliction, 
——The ſecond was of Dchortation. 
- Firſt, Revile not your Perſecutors, but bleſs and pray for them, as Infirumcnts of 
conveying great Mercies unto you, 
-— 2, Let not the humble acknowledgment of Gods Mercy, degeneratc into.proud, 
vain-glorious boaſting, or carnal. 

_—— 3. Be not prodigal of your Liberty upon a conceit that the Priſon will be calic, nor 
yct tearſul of adventuring in a way of Duty. 

—_— 4. Do not load others withcenſures, whoſe Judgment and Practice differs from 
yours, but humbly blaſs God that hath ſo happily directcd you, 

_ —- Having ſpoke thus to his fellow Priſoners, he ſpake thus alſo to Friends and Bre- 
thren with them. 

—— Firſt, Let our experience be your encouragement. O love the Lord, ye our Friends 
Love the Lord ; Fear him for ever; Believein him > Truſt him for ever for our ſakes. 
We have taſted of the kindneſs of God. You know how good God hath been to us both 
jn Spirituals and Temporals. Encourage your hearts in the Lord your God : Serve 

him the more freely and gladly for onr ſakes. You' ſee we have tryed , we have 
taſted how good the Lord is. Do you truſt him the more, becauſe we have tryed him 
ſo much, and found he is a Friend fo faithful, fo gracious, that we are utterly unable 
to ſpeake his Praiſe. Go on and fear not inthe way of your Duty : Verily there is 4 
Reward for the Righteous. God hath given usa great Reward already 3 but this is but 
the leaſt 3 we look for a Kingdom. 

 — 2. My dcſire to our Friends is, that they will all help us with their Praiſes ; Our 
Tongues are too little to ſpeak forth the Goodnels and the Grace of God : Do you 
help us in our Praiſcs : Love the Lord the better z praiſe him the more, and what is 
wanting in us, let it be made good by you. O that the Praiſes of God may found 
abroad in the Country by our means, and for our fakes. 

_ — His Impriſonment prevented his going to the Waters, which was the cauſe of the 
increaſe of his Diſtempers all the Winter following, and more in the Spring yet 
not fo much as to take him wholly oft his work, but that he preached, kept many 
Days, and adminiſtred the Sacrament to his People. 

—-- Going to the Waters in Fuly, 1657. they had a contrary effe& upon him to what 
they had at firſt 5 for after three days taking them, he fell into a Fever, which 
ſeized on his Spirits, and his ſtrength decayed-fo exceedingly, that he ſeemed to be 
near Death ; but the Lord was pleaſed to ſpare him, and fo far to reſtore him, that 
at fix wecks end he returned to his Pcoplez yet then tinding a great decay in his 
ſtrength and weakneſs in all his Limbs, he was willing to go to Dorcheſter to adviſe 
with Dr. Loſe, an able Phyſitian, trom whom he had received many Medicines, but 
had never any converſe with him, nor had ſcen him. 

,—— The Door ſoon perceived his weakneſs, and therefore adviſed him to fiay there 
for a Fortnight or three Weeks, that he might dire& him the better, and alter his 
Remcdies as he ſhould fee occalion, which he readily aſſented to. He had not been 
there above five days, but the uſe of all his Limbs was ſuddenly taken from him; 
firſt his Arms, then his Legs, that he could neither fland, nor move a Finger, nor 
turn him in his Bed, He was given over by Phyfitiahs and Friends, that ſaw him 
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for ſome weeks lying in cold ſweets night and day 5 and often , for ſome hours 
half his body was cold, ſo that in their apprehenfions he was dying, and receiy- 
ed nothjng but ſtrong Cordials and Eroths, 

Thus he lay from September 28th. to November 16th. before any amendment ap- 
peared, 'a!l which time he was very chearful, praiſing and admiring God for his 
mercics: But his Spirits were ſo low that he ſpake ſeldom, and then ſoftly, He was 
free from pain , and when his Friends admired his patience , he would fay, 
that God kad not yet tryed him any thing, but in laying him afide from his work, 
and keeping him out of Heaven. Being asked howit was with his Soul in all his 
bodily weakneſs ? His anſwer was, that he had not thoſe Raviſhing Joys which he 
expected, and which ſome did pertake of : But he had a ſweet ſerenity of hcart and 
Conſcience, and a confidence in God grounded upon the promiſes of the Goſpe], and 
did belicve that it would be well with him toall Eternity. 


Great kindneſs, —The Miniſters and Chriſiians of that place were very compaſſionate unto him, 


to ham. 


Viſiting, and Praying, with and for him often» And Dr. Loſe vilited him twice a 
day for about a Quarter of a year together ( except when he was out a Town) and 
yet would never take any Fees of him. The Gentry alſo in and about the Town, 
ſent in whatſoever they imagined might be pleaſing to him: So that he neither 
wanted food nor Phyſick, and he much delighted himſelt in che conſideration of 
the Lords kindneſs to him, in the Love which he reccived from them, and would 
often ſay : I was a ſtranger, and Merey took, me in : In Priſon, and it cameto me: Sick 
ard weak, and it viſited me : There were alſo fourtcen young Women that took 
thcir turns to watch with him. 


His amend. ——In this condition he kept his Bed ti!l December 18th, And then , beyond hope, 
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_—— but God hath been with me, and 1 hope with you. 


in the depth of Winter he began to revive and to get out,.of Bed : Yet could he 
neither go nor ſtand, nor move a finger, having ſenſe in his limbs without motion, 
But it pleaſed God that by degrees his firength increafed, fo that he could with help, 
walka turn in his Chamber, and when (after a time_) he covld do it without help, 
he was wonderfully taken with the Lords mercy to him : And by February, with a 
little help , he could walk in the ſtreets, being asked how he could be fo well con- 
tented to lie ſo long under ſo great weakneſs? He anſwered, What? Is God my 
Father, Tofos Chriſt my Saviour, and the Spirit my ſweet Friend , my Comforter, 
and SanCtiftier, and Heaven mine Inheritance, and ſhall I not be content without 
Limbs and Health ? Through Grace I am fully ſatisfied with my Fathers good 
Pleaſure, 


——To another that asked him the ſame Queſtion , he anſwered : I have choſen 


God, and he is become mine, and I know with whomI have truſted my (elf, which 
is enough. He is an unreaſonable wretch that cannot be content witha God tho 


- he hath nothing elſe: My intercſtin God is all my Joy. 
— Some of his Friends of Tanton coming to Dorcheſter to ſee him,he was much revived, 


and cauſing his Curtains to be withdrawn,he deſired them to ſtand round about the Bed, 
and cauſed his Wife to hold forth' his hand to them, that they might ſhake him by 
it, andas he was able, he ſpake thus to them. O how it rejoyces my heart to ſee 
your faces, and to hear your voices, thoI cannot as heretofore ſpeak to you. Mee 
thinks Iam now like to Old Facob, with all his Sons about him. You now ſee my 
weak eſtate, and thus have I been for many weeks, fince I parted from Tawnton ; 
Your Prayers for me have 
been anſwered many wayes. The Lord return them into your own boſoms. 
My friends, Life is mine, Death is mine, in that Covenant I was Preaching of to 
you is all my Salvation, and all my delire: Altho my Body doth not proſper, I hope 
my Soul doth. I have lived a {weet Life by the Promiſes, and I hope ( through 
Grace) Icandie by a Promiſe. The Promiſes of God are everlaſting, and will ftand 
by us. Nothing but God in them will ſtand us inſtcad in a day of AMidction. 


_- My dear friends, I feel the power of thoſe Docrines which I Preached unto 


you, upon my heart. Now the Doctrines of Faith, of Repentance, of Sclt-denial, 
of the Covenant of Grace, of Contentment, &c. O that you would live them over 
now that I cannot Preach to you._-Its a ſhame for a believer to be caſt down under 
affitions, who hath ſo many glorious Priviledges, Juſtification, Adoption, Sandti- 
fication, and Eternal Glory. We ſhall as the Angels of God within a little while 3 


nay , to ſay the truth, Pelieyers are, as it were, little Angels alrcady, that live in 
| the 
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O my Friends! Live like Believers : Trample this dirty Worl4 
under your feet. Be not taken with its Comfort, nor diſquietcd with its Crofles : 
You will be gone out of it ſhortly. 


the power of Faith. 
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— When they came to take their leaves of him , he Priyed with them as yy. 1yoge- 
his weak ſtate would ſuffer him : And in the words uf. Moſes, and the Apolile, then. 


bleſſed them in the ſame words as he uſcd after the Sacrament. 
The Lord cauſe his face. to ſhine upon vi, and nive 
peace, And the God of Peace that brought again from the dead our Lord tus 
Chritt, through the bload of the Everlaſting Covenant, make you perfet in every good work 
80 do bis Will, working in you that which is pleaſing in his fight , through Teſrs Chriit, 
towhom be Glory tor ever and ever, Amen. Adding, Farcwcl, Farcw:l my dear 
* Friends: Remember me to all Taxnton. I beſeech you and them, it T never fee your 
faces more, go home, and live over what I have Preached unto you 3 and the Lord 
provide for you when Iam gone. O Letnot all my Labors and Sufferings : Ler 
not my waſted firength 3 my uſcleſs limbs rife up in Judgment againit you at the 
great day of the Lord. 
_ -At another time ſome coming to viſit him, he ſpake thus to them. O my Friends Counſels there, 
Let your Converiation be as becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt, whether I am preſent or 
Live what I have ſpoken to you in the Name of the Lord : Now that 1 
cannot Preach unto you, let my waſted {trcngth, and uſclefs limbs bea Sermon to 
you. Behold me! I cannot move a finger: All this is come upon me for your ſakes 
and the Goſpels, _ It is for Chriſt and youthat I have thus ſpeht out my (elf, Iam 
affraid 1cfi ſome of you after all that I have ſpoken to you, ſhould be 1loit in the 


Lord bleſs you , and keep you : 


world, There are many Profeſſors who can pray well, and talk well, ayhom yet ——* 
- we (hall find at the lcft hand of Chrift, another day. _-You have your Tradcs, your — 


Eſtates, your Relations: Pe not taken with theſe, but with God, Oliv: 6a him 2 
For the Lords fake go home and take heed of the World, of Worldly carcs, of 
Worldly Comforts, Worldly Fricnds, &c. And then he added. 


__ The Lord having given Authority to his Miniſters to bleſs his People, I accor- Bice; a 


dingly bleſs you : And fo he did in the words formerly recited: And he converſcd 
with all that came to viſit him as he was able, looking alwayes chearfully upon them, 


and neverin the leaſt complaining of his AMictions, except to his Tawnton Fricnds 


to excitethem to their duty. 

_—— In February he was very deſirous to return to his People, which his Doctor affented 
to fearing that Dorcheſter Air in March would be too ſharp tor him : And Judged 
that it might conduceto his cure to have his mind ſatisfied, At his return he was 
much pleaſed with the ſight ofthat place and of his people, who caine flocking a- 
bout Him, and he fo increaſed in Srength that within a week after he was able to 

But to pre-ent any prejudice that might'come by the frequent vilits 

of Friends, he removed to Mr, Mallacks Houte where he found molt kind cnter- 


feed himfclf. 


There he increaſed in ſtrength till the beginning of April, and then he declined a- 
gain, and was ſoon aftcr taken with Convmlſion fits, whereot he kad divers the firſt 
day and night : But by Gods bleſſing upon means, he was freed from them for a- 
bout three weeks, and then, being alone in his Chamber, he was taken witha Fit, 
whercih hefell to the ground and hurt his Facez and his Noſe bled much, which 
blood was clotted and corrupt, which made his Phyſicians to conclude that that fall 
ſaved his Life > For probably had not. that blood come from his head, ke had died in 
that Fit. Gcing to Bed hz ſlept fo well that night, that he awaked in che Mor- 
ning much refrethed, and full of the praifes of God toy. his mercies to him. 

_  —Aﬀer this he lived alwayes inthe expeQation of death, ſaying often, It is but a 
puff and T am gone, and therefore every night after Prayer he uſed to bid all the Fa» 
mily Farewcl, ſaying he might be dead before Morning, 
ſing he would be diſcourſing of Spiritual things, and when he lay down to hisreſt, 
he uſed to fay to his Wife, we ſhall ſhortly be in an other Bed. Farewcl my dear 
heart , the Lord bleſs thee: His hrft Speeches in the Morning uſually were , now 
we have one day more , here is one more for God, now let us live well this 
day , Work hard for our Souls, lay up muck Treaſure in Heaven this day, 
for we have but a few to live. 

_— Hence forward the rength of his Limbs were fo repaired, that they feared not 
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His relapſe, his relapling again, But about May 6th. he began to find weakneſs in his ſtomack, 
which quickly ſo grew upon him that he loſt the uſe of his Limbs again, and 
May 12th. having lain ſome daycs and nights in cold ſweats (as formerly) he was 
again, taken with Convullions, and having continued ina trance about four hours, 
- his friends weeping about him, he at laſt ſpake thus unto them, weep not for me : 
— My work is done: And immediatly fell into a violent Convulſtion tit, that held 
him two hours, and preſently after fell irito another , whercin he ratled and was 
cold, inſomuch as they thought every breath would be his laſt, His Phyſicians (aid, 
that his pulſe was gone, and that he would be dead in a few Minutes : But God 
ſhewed his power in rcviving -him beyond all cxpetation3 yet was he not able 
to ſpeak to them till the next day, nor did he perfe&ly recover till four days after, 
Thus he continued every weak until July , molily confined to his Bed, yet chear- 
ful, and free to diſcourſe with any that Viſited him, as long as he was able. 
A Propoſal was made by his Wife to the Dofors, whether the Bath was not fit for 
him ? Some were for it, others againſt it. But he hiraſelt was very cager for it, And 
— tothe . Horſe-Litter being provided for him, tho he had not for many dayes bcen out of 
his Bed, yet did the Lord fo ſtrengthen hit that in two days he went almoſi forty 
Miles to the Bath. The Doors there wondered to ſce ſuch an object, and marvelled 
that he cameſuch a Journy alive, and were very doubtful to put him in: But, a- 
gainſt their Judgments he reſolved to adventure himſelf. | 
— —— At his firtt appearing4n the Bath he was ſuch a Skelleton that the Ladies were af- 
frighted to ſee him, qs it Death had come among thetn, and they could r.ot endure to 
Jook upon him, Whenhe went firſt in hecould tiay but a very little while, yet found 
much refrelhing by it, and had no Symptoms of his Fits as was much tearcd, By Gods 
He ſomewhat bleſſing upon this means, and drinking Goats Milk, in three weeks ſpace, he could 
Recovers. walk about kis Chamber and feed himſelf: His appetite came again, and his firength 
increaſed ; And thus he continued till his death drew near. 
His growth in —Durirg this time he grew exceedingly in Grace to the Joy and Elitication of 
grace» thoſe 'about him. He had much Communion with God, and often ſuch Raviſh- 
ments of Spirit from the Conſolation of the Holy Gholt , that he was not able to ex- 
preſs them, nor his week Body to bear them. He was more chearful than former- 
ly, and excceding affeQionate to his Wife, and to all his Friends, cfpccially to fuch 
as were moſt Heavenly : And the Lord was pleaſed fo to order it by his Providence 
that many ſuch came to make uſe of the. Bath, as Mr. Fairclough, Mr. How of 
Torrington, Mr. Joſeph Bernard, and divers of his Taznten Friends , and of Briſtay 
Miniſters, which was a great. Comfort to him in that firange and wicked 
place. b 
— - Here he- had many Viſiters both friends and ſirangers, who came to ſee and di. 
courſe with him}, having heard'what a MonumcAt of m**cy he was 3 and to all of 


He 15 oft viſh- 


- them he would ſo enlarge himſelf, upon all the paſſages of Gods dealing with him, 
; as gave much content toall that heard him: And it did much affect many , who 

were Strangers to God and Religion as well as unto him» .He found much fa» 

TN FE vour even amongſt the worſt, both Gentry and others : Such as would make a Scoff 


and faithful.  t Religion in otkers, would hearken unto him yea, tho he faithfully reproved 

xeſs, , _ them for their Oaths, cxceflive drinking, wanton carriages which he obſerved in 
the Bath, and there was none of them ,butdid moft thankfully accept it frony him, 
and ſhewed him more reſpect after than they had done before. + In which he ob- 
ſerved much of Gods goodneſs to him, and would often ſay, O how good is it to be 
faithful unto God: One of the vileſt of theſe Perſons ſaid of him, that he never ſpake 
with ſuch a Man inhis Life. 

——— His reproofs were managed with ſo much reſpe& to their perſons, and places, 
that they ſaid, they could not but take them well, tho they were ſharp and plain: 
And his manner was before he intended to reprove them, often in the Bath to diſ- 
courſe with them of ſuch things as might be pleaſing to them, which did ſo engage 
their affections that they delighted to converſe with him, who was furniſhed with 
matter of diſcourſe for any Company , deligning to make uſe of it for Spiritual 
ends, by which means he caught many : 

_- Here tho he had many Diverſions, by his. confiant bathing every day, and fre+ 

_ Viſits, beſides his weakneſs, yet he kept his conſtant Seaſons, four times a 
ay, for his holy Rcetirements, Firſtin the Morning trom five a Clock till feyen , 
at 


Hs reproofs. 
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at which time he was carricd to the Bath, and again bcfore Dinner, but then he 
ſpcnt leſs time, and about halt an hour before two, juſt before he went abroad, 
He appointed his Chair-man, that carricd him to the Bath, to terch him about three 
a Clock, aud to carry him to the Schools and Alms-houfes, and to the Godly Poor, 
eſpecially the Widdows, to whom he gave Mony : And would pray and conter 
with them about their ſpiritual State as their neceſſities required, engaging the 
Teachers and Governors to tedch them the Aſſemblies Catechiſm, whereot hc boughe 
and gave them many dozens tor the uſe of their Scho'4rs, and many other (ſmall 
Eogks which he judged uſctul tor them 3 and about a Week or Fortnight atter he 
would again vitit them to {ce what progreſs they had made. 

—-— He alſo engaged ſeveral Perſons to ſend their Children once a Wck to him to bz 
Cateebiſed by him 3 and he had about Sixty or Scvcnty Children that came to him 
cvcry Lords-dxy, who profited much by his Inſtructions,/till t2zmc took ſuch offence — 

-at it, that he was forced to deſiſt, and the Schoolmaſicr was t!:rcatned to he brought — 

- Into the Biſhops Court at Wells for it, which frighted him and {me otters: He — 
alſo ſent for all the Godly Poor he could hear of in the City, whom he entertained 
at his Chamber, and gave them Mony according to his Ability, as 4 7h2nk offering 
unto Gud for his Mercy to him, and procured two of the aforenamed Minittcrs to 
aſſi!t him in keeping a Day of Thankſgiving for the ſame. Tho his Sickneſs had 
been long and his Expences great 3 yet, he thought he could never do cnough for 
him from whom he had reccived all. He always gave Mony or Apples to all the 
Children that came to be Catechiſed by him, beſides what he gave to their Tca- 
chers and the Poor 3 and having made Provition for his Wife, he relolved tolay 
up the reſtin Heaven 3 often faying, that having no Children of bis ozpn, Gods Children 
ſhould bave bis Eftate. 

_— His next work was to ſend Letters to all his Relations and intimate Friends, whom His Letters to 
he exhorted to obſerve his Counſel, for it was like to be his laſt to them. H@ had a 15 Friends. 
great deſire to go to Mr. Foſeph Bernard”s, which was about five Miles from th: 

Bath, to promote the Exerciſe of Catechiſing in Sommerſet and Wiltſhire. Mr. Ber- 
nard having, had a great Deliverance as well as himſclf, he propoſed to him, that 
by way of Thank offering unto God, they ſhould mutually engage to joyn in the prin- tis Thank- 
ting of {ix thouſand of the Aſſemblies Catechiſms, and to raiſe ſome Mony among Offering, 
ether Friends toſend to every Miniſter in thoſe Countics that would engage in the 
Work, ard alſo to give to the Children for their encouragment in learning of ic : 
which Work was effected by Mr. Bernard, after Mr. Alleins Deceaſe. 
—- Mr. Allein hnding himfelt again to decline, judged that ic proceeded from want 
of Bathing, and therefore returned to the Bath again, where ( by the adviſe of the 
Door ) he made uſe of the Ht-bath, the Croſs- bath being now too cold for him, I 
and for four days ſeemed to be retreſhed by itz but upon the 34. of November there 
appeared a great change in his Countenance, and he found a great alttration in — 
himfclf z and ſome Friends coming to viſit him, he defired them to pray for him, = 
for his time-was, very ſhort. | | 
— After they. had dined he was in more than an ordinary manner tranſported with 
Aﬀcctions to his Wite, whom he thanked forall her care and pains about him, put- — to h13 
ing up molt affectionate Petitions to God for her arid the like alfo he did after © 
Supper» 

—— After this,he called for a Prafiſe of Piety,and turning from his Wife,he read to himſ@f © 

the Meditation about Death in the end of the Book 3 which his Wite taking notice of, = _ 
aiked him if he judged his End to be near? He anſwered that he knew not, but 
within a few days he ſhould fee. Then he defired her to rcad ewo Chapters to him, 
25 ſhe uſually did every Night, and fo he haſted to Bed ( being not able to pray with 
them ) undrcting himſelf, more than hehad done of many Months before. In Bed 
he complained of a ſtoppage in his Head, and had ſomething given him to prevent 
his Fits, yet within a quarter 'of an hour he had a firong Conwelfior,, and God was 
pleaſed to deny ſucceſs, notwithlianding all means uſed to remove it 3 theſe Fits con- 
tinued for two Days and Nights without an hours intermiſhon. 

——His Fits were very terrible to behold 3 but Prayer being made, that if the Lord prayer pore: 
ſaw fit, he would fo far mitigate his hand upon him, that he might yet utter his ful. 
mind unto them betore his departurez the. Lord was pleaſed to return a gracious 
Anſwer For whereas before he had not ſpoken from Tu:ſday Nightb:fore, ppon 
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Fridzy Morning about threea Clock, he called for his Wite, ſpeaking very undex- 
ſtandingly ( by times ) all that Day 3 and that Night after he ſpake with an audible 
Voice for {ixtcen hours, ſach like words as you had formerly an account of: This 
hs Dead: continucd, with ſome little intcrmilton, till Saturday in the Evening, at which time 

" _ hedeparted. 

EC a three a Clock that Afternoon, he had ( as thoſe about him conceived 
Hs temprati- fome conflicts with Satan 3 for he uttered theſe words, Away thor foul Fiend ; thou 
on and victory, Enemy of all Mankind 3, thou ſubtile Sophbiſter : Art thou come now to moleſt me? Now 

that I am juſt going ? Now I\am ſo weak, and when Death is upon me * Trouble me not, 
for I am none of thine, T amtbe Lords, Chriſt is mine, and T am his : His by Covenant : 
I have ſworn my ſelf to be the Lords, and bis I will be: Therefore be gone. Which words 

His helv he repcated oft over, Be gone, Be gene, Inhis converſe with his Wife he ſpent moſt 

| pecchts. of that time in heavenly and profitable diſcourſes z ſpeaking much of the place to 

which he was going, and his deſire to be gone, I was thinking ( faid he, as he 
was dreſſing, ) of my Marriage Day 3 it will be ſhortly : O what a joyful Day will 
that be ! 

Having ſome Broth brought him, he faid bleſſed be the Lord for theſe refreſhments 
in the way home : But, O how ſweet will Heaven be! And at another time he ſaid, 
I hoge to be ſhortly where I ſhall neither need Meat, nor Drink, nor Cloaths, 

When he looked upon his weak and conſumed hands, he faid, thele ſhall be 
changed This vile Body ſhall be made like unto Chriſts Glorious Body. 

— — Andagain, O what a Glorious Day: will the Day of the ReſurcCtion be ! Methinks 
I ce it by Faith. How will the Saints then lift up their Heads and rejoyce ? And 
how ſadly will the wicked World look then # 

——— © come, . let us make haſte! Our Lord will come ſhortly, let us prepare for 
him. 

— £ If we long tobe in Heaven, let us hafien with our Work 3 for when that is done, 
away We ſhaſi be fetcht, 

_ — O this vain, fooliſh, dirty World ! I wonder how reaſonable Creatures can {6 
.dote upon it ! What is in\it worth the looking after ? I care not to be in it longer 
than ty Maſier hath doing or ſuffering work for me; were that done, then fare- 
well to the Earth. 

: ..He was oft in commending the Love of Chriſt, and from that, exciting himſelf 
= __ and others to Obedience to Chriſt ; often ſpeaking, of his Sufferings and of his Glo- 
Chriſt. ry: As alſo of his Love-Lettersz for ſo he filed the Hiſtory ot his Life, Death, 

ReſurreQion, Aſcention, and of his ſecond coming 3 the thoughts of which, he 
was oft much raviſht withal, ' 
//Z» —He would be oficn reckoning up the choice Tokens which Chriſt had ſent him 

. {ot As Firlt, Pardon of Sin. _ Secondly, A Patent for Heaven. _Thirdly, , The Gift 

of the Spirit. _ Fourthly, -The Robe of Chriſts Rightcouſneſs. _ Fifthly, "The Spoils 
of Engmics. - Sixthly, The Charter of all Liberties and Priviledges. = Laſily, The 
Guard of his Angels3_and this laſt he did frequently ſolace himſelf in, in the times 
of Impriſonment,and elſe where 3 and would fay to his Wife, tho we have not ſuch 
Attendants and Servants as the Great Ones of the World have, yet we have Gods 
bleficd Angels fiill to wait upon us, to miniſter tous, and to watch over us while 
weare ſleeping to go along with us in our Journies, and ſtill to preſerve us from 
the Rage of Men and Devils, 

—-Hfe was very much aftc&ted with the three laſt Chapters of St. Johns Goſpel, eſpe- 
cially with Chriſts parting Words and Prayer for his Diſciples, In brief, his Heart, 
his Lips, his Lite was tiled with Grace, which did radiently thine forth both in 
Health and Sickneſs, in Proſperity and Adverſity,* in Priſon and at Liberty, in his 
own Houſe and in Gods Houſe 3 fo that few that . converſed with him, but they 
would acknowledge that they were Gainers by him, 

— Ar Mr. Allein's tirſt coming to Taanton, he ſojourned with Mr. Newton, and after 
his Ordination, adminiltted all Ordinances joyntly with him, thohe were but an 
Aſſiſtant, who highly elicemed and dearly loved him. At this time he was in League 
with her whom atterwards he married, and Mr. Newton obſcrving his relileſs Spirit, 
which put him upon many tedious Journies every Fortnight of twenty five Miles, 

His Marriage. *2 BIVC her a Viſit 3 thereupon he perſwaded them to conſummate their Marriage, 

which they did accordingly, Ofober 4. 1655, Afﬀter which they Itved with Mr. 

Newton 
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Newton almoſt two ycars, and were very kindly entertained by him, 

—— At the end of this timz, conceiving that they might be more uſeful by turning ,,.,_... 

Houſe-keepers, they tookran Houſe, and Mrs. Allcin having been bred to her Needle, Taye;:. 

ſet up a Boarding-School, and had many Tablcrs and Scholars : Their Family was 

ſcldom leſs than twenty, ſometimes thirty and her School uſually contained hfty 

or ſixty, many coming out of the Town and Neighbourhood bclides their Tablers. 

And the Lord was pleaſed exceedingly to bleſs their Labours and Endeavours, 

ſo that within a few years ſpace many of them were converted, who before weray 

Strangers to God, All the Scholars called Mr. Allein Father 3 and indeed he had far Did muci, 

more care of them than moſt of their Natural Parents had, and was very tenderly _ i 
aficfionatcd to them, eſpecially to their Souls, og 

— His Practice in his Family was twice a Day to read the Scripteres, to ſing a Pſalm, and — 
to Pray 3 except when he Catechiſed, which was conſtantly once, if not twice a Week. 

Of every Chapter that was read, he expe&ted anaccount, and alſo of every Sermon. 

- Hedealt with both his Servants and Scholars frequently, together and apart about — 
the ſpiritual Eitate of their Souls , prefſing them to perform all Duties, both ot — 
the tirſt and ſecond Table : He alſo gave them ſundry Books ſutable to their Capa» 
cities and Conditions, of which they gave a weekly account how they had profited 
by the ſame, 

-—— His Lords-Days work was very great 3 for tho he preached but once in Tawnton, ,,;. ſrequene 
yet heconſtantly was employed the other part of the Day, either in affiſting ſome preaching. 
of his Brethren that fiood in need of his help, or clfe went to ſuch Places where a 
Miniſter was wanting» In his publick Repetitions and in his Catechifing, his own 
Family, both Scholars and Servants anſwered him when their turn came as well as 
others, 

— He was an holy and tenderly affectionated Husband towards his Yoke-fellow, to ,. 
whom he expreſſed his Love by his great care for her both in Sickneſs and in Health 3 , * _ ” 
in his proviſion for her after his Deccaſez in his delight in her Company , ſaying © : 
often that it was irkſome to him to make a Meal without her: He uſed to impart 
unto her all his Aﬀairs that were fit for her to be acquainted with, and to conſule 
with her about them: He ſpared not to reprove her faithfully for whatſoever he — 
judged amiſs; and if himſelt had at any time given her offence, he would defire — 
her to pals it by, profeſſing that he was reſtleſs in his Spirit till he had done — 

It, 

—- He was frequent in keeping Days of Humiliation, eſpecially before the Sacrament. ganaigea the 
He was a ſtrict Obſcrver of the Sabbaths, the Duties whereof he did pertorm with Sabbachs, 
ſuch joy and alacrity of Spirit, both in publick ard private, as tended much to the — 
Edification of thoſe that joyned with him 3 the like practice he preſſed much upon -— 

- Chriſtians,_that they ſhould ſpend the Sabbaths more in Praiſcs and Thank(givings,,— 

- as being days ot holy rejoycing in Chrijt our Redeemer. 

— — During the time ot his Health, he roſe conſtantly about four a Clock in the ,,. IEW'Y 
Morning, and ſooner on the Sabbaths it he did awake. He would be much troubled 
if he heard any Smiths, Shoomakers, &c. at work in their Trades before he was 
in his Duties with God, ſaying, O how this noiſe ſhames me ! Doth not my Mater de- 
ſerve more than theirs? From four a Clock till cight he ſpent in Prayer , Medi- 
tation and ſinging of Pſalms, which he much delighted in, and did daily practice 
when alone as wellas in Company 3 then having retreſhed himſelf about the ſpace 
of halt an hour, he went to Family Dutics, and after that, to his Study till about 
cleven or twelve a Clock. ) 

Having refreſhed himſelf a while after Dinner, he rctircd into his Study to ſecret 
Prayer, and then went abroad among{t thoſe Families which he was to viſit, to His viſits from 
whom he always gave notice the day before : He went forth about two a Clock, and houſe ro houle, 
{cldom retarncd before ſeven: He would often fay, Give me that Chriſtian that ac- 
counts his Time more precious than Gold, He Catechiſed once a Week in publick, and 
repeated the Sermon which he preached on the Lords-Day, on Tweſdayr in the Even- 
ing, 

In his viſiting from houſe to houſe he found much difficulty, it having not been 
practiſed formerly 3 yet after in publick he had preached up the Miniſters Duty to their 
People, and theirs to receive them when they care to promote the good of their 
Souls, he preſcntly ſet upon the work, wherein his manner was thus 3 Te 
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— He took a Catalogue of 'the Names of all the Families in each firect , and a 
day or two before he intended ro viſit them , he ufcd to ſend them word that 
ſo they might be at home, and that he might know whether they were willing to 
receive him or no ? Such as ſent ſlight excuſes, or did obſtinately refuſe to admic 
him, he would notwithſtanding go tothem 3 And if they ſhut their doors againſt him 
(as ſome would) he would fpeak ſome few affeftiotfate words unto them , or de- 
nounce Gods Threatnings againſt the obſtinate that deſpiſed Chrifts Miniſters, and ſo 
&-part: And ſhortly after he\would write to them with words fo full of Love, 
. and expreſſions of his great deſires of doing good to their Souls, as did often mol- 
life and overcome their hearts, ſo that many of them did afterwards entertain him ” 
readily, Andin the. practice of this Duty he baulked not 3 but vifited the poor as 
well asthe rich, tho ſome of their houſes were very noiſome and offenſive to him : 
And tho his Labors were ſo,abundant, yet for nincycars together, he was not under 
the Icalt ditterrper for the ſpace of one Quarter ot an hour, 

—- Ris Wilc, ſuſpcing that his extraordinary labors would bring him into diſeaſes, 
laborcd to p:1iwade hin; ſomewhat to abate of them, he anſwered, what have Tftren:th 
for, bat to (per4 it for G:-4? Thou art like unto Petcr , ſtill crying , O ſpare thy (elt, 
bu: T mult not bearken unto thee no more than my Maſter did unto him. 

—- He was very tempcrate in his diet, and tho he had a ſharp Appetite, yet he would 
moderate it, knowing that it would much conduce to his health, His converſe at 
Meals was very protitable and pleaſant : Whether he was at home or abroad he would 
take opportunities of ſpeaking ſomething to the Editication of others. 

—— He was much in commending and admiring the Mercics of God in every Meal : 
Was {till ſo pleaſed in the proviſion that was made for him, that he would otten iy, 
he fared dgfici »;ſly every day, and lived far better than the Great Ones of the world, 
whoſe "Tables were far better furniſhed. For he enjoyed God in all, and faw his 
Love 2nd bounty in what \he received from him every Meal. Whence ( ſpeak- 
ing to his Wife ) he would ſay, O wife, I live a Voluptuous Life: But (bleſſed be God) 
it 1s upon Spiritual dainties : Such as the world neither knows nor taſtes of, 

-—-He was much in minding the poor that were in want of all things, often won- 

' dering that God ſhould make ſuch a difference between him and them, both tor 
this world, and for that to come: And his Charity was ever beyond his Eſtate, 
There were but few (if any) Poor Familics, eſpecially of the Godly in Taznton , but 
he knew their neceſlitics, and did cither by himſelf or by his Friends relicve them ; 
So that his houſe was ſeldome frce from ſuch as came to make their complaints to 
him, -He uſed to buy Peaſe'and Flitches of Bacon, ard diſtribute them twice a year in 
the” cold and hard {caſons. He kept ſeveral Children at School upon his own cot : 
Bought many Books and Catechiſms , and had many thouſand of Prayers Printed which 
he gave away among the poor. And when his Brethren of the Miniſtry were caſt 
out of thcir places, he himſ-If gave 4 1. per annum towards making a publick ſtock 

for them, by which example he excited many others to do the like, yea, upon other 
occalions ( which frequently fell out) he was fo open-handed that he gave offence 
to his friends : So that manyin the Town grudgcd to give what they had agreed 
with him for, becauſe he gaye ſo much. Beſides all this, the neceſlities of his Father, 
and of many other, his Relations, where fill craving his help, and he Minifircd un- 
to them witkout grudging, And when he had reccived a more than ordinary mercy, 
he would ſet apart ſome portion of his Eſtate, which he dedicated to the Lord as 
a Thankeffering, to be imployed in pious and Charitable uſes. 

—- When his Wite would have moderated him in theſe expences, his anſwer was, 

that be was laying up for God, and God would repay him. And that by libera! things 


he ſhould fland , when others that cenſured bim for it ſhould fall. That it he ſowed 
"God Heſfes Jparingly be ſhould reap ſparingly : If bountifully he ſhould reap bountifully. And not- 
him <e more. Withlianding all thathedid in his Lite time in this kind, yet when he came todie 
he had ſomething lett to diſpoſe of tohis Relations, and to his Brethren of the Mi- 

f "nifiry, beſides the comfortable proviſion that he had made for his Wite. 


—— In brict, his whole Life was a continued Sermon, holding forth the Doctrines 
which he Preached , of Humility, Selt-denial, Paticnce, Meckneſs, Contentation, 
Faith, Love to God, his Church, and People, the bleſſed fruit of all which he now 
'rcaps. in Heaven, where he is linging praiſes unto God and the Lamb, which was 
his great delight whillt he lived in this world. 
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Some of his Sayings. | 
—- When the week began, he would ſay: Another week ts now before us : Let us ſpend 
this week for God. His holy Specs 

— In the Morning he would ſay: Come now let this day be ſpent for God. Now let us ches. 
live this one day well. Could we reſolve to be more than ordinary Circumſped , but for 
one day at atime, and ſo on, we might live at extraordinary rates. 

— In the day he would ask People ; How did you ſet ont to day ? Did you ſet out for God 
to day ? What were your Morning thoughts ? 

— As he walked about the Houſe, he would make ſome Spiritual uſe of what ever 
did occur : And ſtill his Lips dig drop as the Hony Comb to all that were about 

. him, to aſfliſt him in his weakneſs, 

To on: that had done well : There are two things ( ſaid he ) that we mwjt ſpetially 
look, too after well-doing. -1. That we grow not proud of if, and jo loſe all. 2. That — 
we grow not ſecure, and ſo give the Tempter new a4yantages . 

— Speaking of the vanity of the World : He faid, It is as good tobe without the, World, * 
and to bear that \tate as becometh a Chriſtian, as to enjoy the World, tho it were never ſo well © 
imployed, If a Man hath Riches and layeth them out for God and Yor bis Servants z yet it © 
is as bappy an Eſtate to receive Almes of another , ſa we bear our poverty aright , and are 
chearful and thank ful in our low Eſtate: Tho yet its tre, t62t Riches may be wſed to the 
good of others. And its more Honourable to give than to receive, 

—— Another time he faid : How neceſſary 2 dutyis it for a Child of God placidly to ſuit 
with all Gods diſpenſations, A Chrijtian muſt not only quietly ſubmit to God in all 'bis 
dealings, but muſt ever be beſt pleaſed with what God dath, as knowing that beis infinitely 
wiſe and good, O bow unbecoming a Chriſtian is it to do otherwiſe, 

— Another time he ſaid : O what an alteration will ſhortly be made wponus ? Now we are 
the Sons of God, but yet it doth not appear ( to tight ) what we ſhall be. Did. we in 
_ only that we ſhall ſhine at the Sun; it were 09 low 8 conteptation of aur future bleſ- 
ſeaneſs, | ? 

— As he was dreſſing in a Morning, he ſaid : O what a ſhout there will be. when Chriſt 
ſhall comein bis Glory? T hope all here preſent ſhall contribute to it; . 

_ Again : I bleſs the Lord, IT delight in nothing in this world, farther than T ſee God in its 

* In his weakneſs he faid : There are three things that muſt be wunlearned, as being miſ* 
taker among Men. - 1., Many think their bappineſs lies in having, the World , -when its— 
mach more in contemning the World. 2., Men think that the greateſt contentment lies int 
having their Wills, when indeed it lier in Croſſing. Mortifying, and Subduing their Wills to 


the Will of God, 3. Men think it their b»ſineſs and benefit to ſeek, themſelver, whereas an- 
deed it is the denying of themſelves. | 

— His adviſe to his Fricnd was. 1+. Value => time while time doth laſt, and not — 

- when *tis irrevocably loſt. 2. Know the worth of things to come, before they come, or are — 

=. preſent : And the worth of things preſent before they are paſt. 3._V alue no mercy as it ſerves — 

- to content the Fleſh, but as its ſerviceable for God, and to things Eternal. La 2341 

—-=To one that Watched with him : He ſaid, I hope to paſs an Eternity with thee in the 
praiſes of our God, in the mean time let us live a life of praiſe whilſt we are here Þor it ts 
ſweet to us and delightful to Goll, its harmony in bis ears, our failings being pardotied, and 
owr perſons and praiſes accepted through Chriſt. 

_- Not long before his death he faid to the ſame perſon : O how much hath God done — 
for you more than for all the World of unconverted perſons , in that be bath wrought his — 
Image in your heart , and will bring you at the laſt to bis Celeſtial Glory. See now that 

you acknowledge the Grace of God, and give him the praiſes of it. For my part, 1 bleſs the 
Lord, I am' full of bis Mercy, Goodneſs and Mercy have followed me all my dayer: T am 
fill and running over, And now I charge you to walk, chearfully, and to follow me with your 
praiſes whilſt I ans alive. 

— When he heard that there wete Warrants out for his Apprehenfion upon tlie five — 
Miles A&, being thea very weak , lifting up his eyes to Heaven, with a icheartul — 
Countenance, he thanked God that would ſo far honour him, ſaying , Bleſſed be the — 
Lord, I ſhall now give up two lives for Chriſtz The one in doing for him 3 The other in — 
ſuffering for bim, I am worn out in doing for him : And now I can do no moreAfball- I not - 
ſuffer for bis ſake ? T bleſs the Lord, I look, not for any happineſs in this World, and I — 
am content to (tay for it till I come into the other world, 1 forgive mine .Enemies' with — 
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all my beart : I can put up all the injuries they have done me , But I am ſure God will n 
put them up ſo except they-repent. * ; 

——— Speaking, of Exhoration and Reproof he faid : Its the ſaſeſt courſe ( where it may 
be done ) to take the preſent opportunity, and not to ſuffer our backward hearts to cheat us 
of the preſent under pretence of ſtaying for a _ time. 

_—— By way of advice for profitable diſcourſe , he ſaid : Its good for ſuch Chriſtians as 
need it , to fludy before hand what to ſpeak, , that they may alwayes have ſomething in 

readineſs to bring forth for the benefit of others, which will prevent impertinence. 


The Life and Death of Dr. Edmund Staunton , 
who Died Anno Chriſti, 1671. 


His Parentage Dmund Staunton, was born of the Ancient and Worthy Family of the Stawn-+ 
and Educa- tons in Bedfordſhire, Anno Chriſti, 1600. His Father, Sir Francis Staunton 
—_— had divers Sons, of whoſe Education he was more than ordinarily carctul, 


tho he ſhould leave them good Eſtates, yet he thought it not enough that they 
ſhould barely live upon the Eſtates which he ſhould leavethem. He was of Solomons 
mind, that Wiſdom was good with -an Inheritance ( Eccle. 7, 11. ) Yet was he of 0- 
pinion too, thatan Inheritance was little worth without wiſdom to manage it. He 
_ abhorred the two EpidemicalVices of too many of our Engliſh Gallants ( which 
commonly. are procreative of many more ) namely, 1gnorance and Tdleneſs. He re» 
ſolved therefore to trajn up his Children in Learning , not only that it might be 
an Ornament to them, but that thereby they might be the more uſetul in Church 
or State. | | | 
i. Our Edmund (one ofthe Younger Brothers) bcing, well furniſhed with Grammar 
Learning, was ſent to Oxford , and admited into Corpus Chriſti Colledge , where he 
ſo indutiriouſly followed his Studies, and was taken ſo much notice of for his pro» *- 
greſsin Learning, that whilſt he was yet an wnder-Graduate, he was choſen a Pro- 
bationer Fellow in that Coll&dge before cightcen of his Senzors, a Bedfordſhire Fellows 
ſhip falling void by the death of one Mr. Andrews. 
A ſpecial _— Being about cightcen years old, he fell dangerouſly ſick in the Coiledge, was far , 
Providence. ſpent, andnear unto death, before thoſe about him undertiood what his diſcaſe was, 
till a skilful Phyſician coming to him, he found it to be a Plewriſy, and ordered a 
Vein to be preſently opened : Whereupon a Chirurgion was immediately ſent for 3 
But it was long before he could be found. At length the Meſſenger brouzht him 
from a Tavern, and tho he ſaw his way to the Colledge, yet he could not ſee to do his 
work when he came thither. He ſtrake his Patients arm twice, but no blood came, 
having miſſed the vein, 

In this @@ndition the Sottiſh Chirurgion left him (it being late )) all night, But 
when he had ſlept himſelf ſober, he came the next Morning very early, apd knockt 
at the Colledge Gates, which being opened, he ran haſtily to his Chamber, and ask- 
cd it his Patient was alive? And coming in, he preſently opened a vein, which 
(it pleaſed God )) bled freely, and the Patient , half dead before, ſoon after xe- 


covered, 
Another de» __ Another firange deliverance he met with not long after. When he had come» 
hverance. menced Batchelor of Arts, he went into the water alone to waſh himſclf, and not 


being skilled in Swimming, he fell into a deep hole, where his feet could feel no 
bottom: But by Gods good Providence , he caught hold of a tufe of graſs by the 
Bank-fide, and fo made ſhift to. recover himſelf, and to climb up the bank. Had 

this ſmall help failed him, in all probability , he had there periſhed. 
——Theſe merciful delivexances and preſervations , probably were preparatory to 
that good work, and gracious change, which God about this time began in his 
heart, For about the year 1620, he himſelf thus wrote, 1 bad many ſad, and ſe- 
fits Conver- ious thoughts concerning my Spiritual, and Eternal Eſtate, and upon the adviſe of Dr. 
from. Barcroft , MWhought Mr. Brinſleys Watch the ſecond part , where the (ins againſt the | 
Ten Commandments are ſet down in order, and I fell wpon the work of Self-Examination 
wherein this ſeems remarkable , that reading over the ſeveral Sins therein mentioned, my 
Heart 
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Heart (ſuch was the blindneſs and deceitfulneſs of it ) cryed, Not Guilty of any one of 
them. Hereupon I began to ſuſpedt my beart , and calling npon God to enlighten mine 
eyes, and diſcover my ſins to mt, and then reading them over again, I judged my ſelf guilty, 
yea, very guilty of moſt of the Sins there enumerated and ſet down, 

—  Aﬀeer this 1 lay about two Nonths under a Spirit of Bondage, being full of fears 
and inward trouble, fo that many times Idurſt not cloſe mine eyes in the night ; 
leſt I ſhould awake in Hell, Ithought every night the Devil would come for me, 
and fetch me-away : But anon the Lord was pleaſed graciouſly to ſhine upon me, 
and this remarkable paſſage ſhall never forget. That being one Evening at Prayer all 
alone in the dark, (I remember the Chamber in C. C. C.- and the Corner of the 
Chamber very well: ) I was very earneſt with God for the manifeſtation of his Love to Joy unſpeak- 
my Soul, and the aſſurance of the Pardon of my fins, and at length 1 brake ont into theſe ble. 
words ( or in words to this purpoſe ) Lord I will not ont of thy preſence; I will not go 
off from my knees till thou ſpeak comfort to me, whereupon I was immediately filled 
with a firong perſwaſion of the Love of God to my Soul, and with Joyes unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory. 

— From this time he diligently applyed himſelt to Reading and Studying the Sacred ye chooſes the 
Scriptures, and Divinity 3 and when he was Maſter of Arts, his Father willed him Miniſtry. 
to chooſe his Profeſſion , either a Lawyer, Phyſician, or Divine, Thelatter he readi- 
ly pitched upon, telling his Father that he had for ſometime already applycd himſelf 
to thoſe Studies, and that he eſteemed the turning of Souls to. Righteoninels to be the 
molt defirable workin all the World, and that it would have the greateſt Reward 
hereafter, tho the other two Callings where like to bring in greater Wealth and 
Honour here. 

—— His tender Father would not croſs, but rarher encouraged him, and his-pious res 
ſolution : And for that end he laid out to procure a good Living, or 'place of Settle- 
ment-for him : In the mean while our Ed-end wasnot idle: But being'invited to 
Preach a Lecture on the Lords-dayes inthe afternoon at Witney, a Town about ten 
Miles from Oxford, he accepted the Call, and Preached there, well nigh halt a year 
and had comfortable Seals of his Miniftry in that pface. . | 

— So acceptable were his "labors during his abode there, that hearers from all pla- > 
c& round about flocked unto him, as Doves flye to their Windows. This was not 
very pleaſing to the Incumbent, who therefore ſpent the more time in xeading Com- 
mon-Prayers, and when he had ſpun them out all he could, he himſclt would go out 
of the Church, being followed by none but his Clerk , whom he would not ſuffer 
to begin a Pſalm, but either the Lecturer himſelf, or one Mr. Martin, a Godly Man 
was fain to do it. 

_— —The Text of Scripture that he long inſiſted upon, was that excellent ſaying of 
Solomon, Prov. 23.23. Buy the truth and ſell it not z whereupon the Incumbent, as he 
met any going to Church as he went from it, would in a jecring manner ſay unto them, 

What ? you are now going to buy the Truth ? 

_— By. his Father and Friends he had now a place provided for him, namely Byſy in 
Hertfordſhire, and he was the more willing to accept of it, becauſe his continuance at 
Witney was precarious, and the envy and oppoſition by the Miniſter of the place was 
not to be removed, To Bwhy therefore he removed where he had a welcome enter- 
rainment by the generality of the Inhabitants, but” eſpecially by thoſe which had 
any favour to Religion. Here he Preached ; and Catechized on the Lords-dayes, 
and other dayes, to the great benefit of his hearers that attended his Miniſtry, not His remove to 
only of Byſby, but others that repaired unto him from Wasford, andother adjacent — , "__ 
places. An ancient Godly Minitter yet living, gave this Teſtimony of him under gcees. 
his Hand : That that little time which Dr. Staznton (faith he_J) ſpent in Buſby, was 
not without good ſucceſs , many perſons in mine own hearing, have acknowledged 
that his Miniſtry was the meansof their Converſion. 

During his abode at Buſhy (which was about two years) he repaired, or. rather 
rebuilt ar his own charges, the dwelling Houſe belonging to the Miniſter, Ac 
this time alſo he Married a Wife, the Daughter of one Mr. Scxdamore of Watford, 
a Man of good account in thoſe parts, both tor his Eftate, and Godlineſs : By her he 
had one Daughter. Alſo being appointed to Preach 2 Viſitation Sermow, he per- 

formed it with great applauſe and approbation :_. Yet becauſe he ſharply reproved —_ 
Pluralites, and Non-Reſidency, ſome that were concerned and guilty were greatly 
* X offended 3 
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therein. 
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to K meg ſton.” 


rhere. 


oftendedz and one of them ſaid, he might the better Preach againſt holding many 
Livings, having got fo good an one himlclf. 


—— And indeed Buſhy was ſo good a Living, that one Dr. Seaton, of Kingſton upon 


ames in Surry, had a longing delire after it, and cither finding, or making a flayy 
in Mr. Stauntons Title, he foon ejected him from it, But feſt there was a Tryal 
at Law about it , wherein the Attorny General. Noy ( who was of Counſel for Seaton, 
was {@ taken with the ingenuity of Sraxnton, that he moved for an exchange, and 
ſo brottght it to paſs that Seaton ſhould have Buſby, and Staunton ſhould have 
King fton. 


___ Now both parties were well agreed : Staunton preferred work before wages , and 


liked Kingſton the better becauſe his opportunities of ſervice would there be greater, 
being of that Reverend'Divines mind, who was wont to fay, that bis opportunities were 
bis greateſt Riches, But whilſt he thought of ſettling there, he met with a diſap*- 
pointment ; Seaton having, now gotten Buſby would not part with Kingſton, but ci- 
ther Staxnton muſt be his Curate there, or he muſt be gone from thence : Hereupon 
Mr. Staunton repairedto Noy |, and Relatcd to him the deceictul, and dilingenuous 
carriage of his Client : Noy was of too generous a nature to approve of fuch baſe-+ 
neſs, and therefore ſending far Seaton, hetold him plainly, that unlcis ke would rc- 
lign Kingflon, he would ſoon' pick an hole in his Title to Buſhy. Divers allo of the 
Inhabitance of Kingfton (who highly prized Mr. Stauntons Minifiry , and were wil- 
ling to purchaſe it at any rate, did ſo work with Dr. Seaton, that ſhortly after he 
reſigned Kingſton, to which Mr. Staunton had the Preſentation , and ſoon aftcr his 
Inflitution and Induttion . 


PO" At Kingſton he continued about twenty years, endeavouring faithfully to diſcharge 


the Miniftry which he had received of the Lord. There he Preached twice on the 
Lords-dayes , and Catechiſed the younger , and the more Ignorant fort ot. People ; 
Yet did he not ſatisfie himſelf in thus Teaching them publickly 3 But (tho the Town 
was large, and Populous,) hetaught them alſo from Houſe to Houſe, ( 44. 20. 20.) 
Here alſo he fet up a weekly LeQture,which was ſupplyed, in their turns by as Eminent 
Miniſters as thoſe parts of England did afford, And in a little while,partly by his powers 
ful Preaching, partly by his Holy and Excmplary Life, he wrought a great, and general 
Reformation, both among the Magiſtrates and Peoplethroughout the Town. He was 
dearly loved by all the Godly party,and feared by thoſe that were wicked. The good Sced 
that he there Sowed doth {pring up to this very day , and many yet living can hardly 
mention him with their Tongues without Tears in their eyes. Nor was there any love 
loſt between them : He would tothe Jaſt call the People of Kingſton ( As Saint Pawl 
did the Philippians, Phil, 4.'1,)) His Foy and his Crown; And would often (ay, that 
were it not for ſome wrangling” perſons > a Minijter might live az comfortable a Life among 
them, as among, any People in England. 


His ſucces, ——- By his Miniſtry, as a work of Reformation was wrought upon the Town in ge- 


neral, ſoalſo a work of ſaving Converſion was wrought upon many Souls in perti» 
cular : Himſelf in fome Memorres hath recorded, that in the year 1648, When he 
was to leave the place, there were thirty Perſons that gave him in a paper ſut- 
ſcribed by themſelves wherein they owned him for their Spiritual Father z and 
doubtleſs there were many thirGesin and about the Town, who would and could have 
made the like ed» Wo ce. 


—— Anno Chriſti, 1635, Came forth thc Book for Sports on the Lords-dayes, and an 


| = Injundion requiring that it ſhould be read in every Church, fuch Miniſters as refuſed 


- to Readit, werefor ſome time Suſpended, among whom Mr. Stawnton was one, be+ 


— ing of Saint Auftins mind, hat it was better to go t0 Plow, then to Dance on the Sab*- 


bath day.” 


He Commen-_._- During the time of his Sſpenfion he took his degree of Doctor in Divinity in Gxford, 


ced Door. 


vidence DoGtor Staunton himſelf cook thankful Ry giving all the Glory to God, 


which hedid (to uſe his own words) that he might put the greater honor upon his 
ſufferings. When he Anſwered in Comitiis, and oppoſed in Feſperijs, he was won= 
derfully Applauded by all that were preſent. -There were ſeveral Doctors in the V+ 
aiverſity, whoſe tingers did itch to be dealing with him, becauſe he was a Country Mi- 
niſter, and a Puritan, among whom was a Doctorof great notcamong them, who 
was ſo pittyfully Non-plaft by Staxnton, that the Auditors hiſſcd at him, and one 
called out for a Candle that the Door might ſee his Arguments. _-Ot this good Pro- 


and 
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and making uſe of that Scripture, him that Honours me will I Honour. At the ſame 
time alſo he Preached in the Univerſity, upon the Text, Mar, 8. 36. What will it pro- 
fit a Man? to gain the whole World, and loſe his own Soul : Ot which Sermon he 
faith, that God did both graciouſly affiſt him in the Preaching of it, and wonderfully 
proſpered it when Preach't. 
—When the Aſſembly of Divines was called at IVeftminſter, Dr. Staunton was choſen 
tobe one of that Learned and Reverend Aſſembly, and was of good cltcem among 


them, inſfomuch that he was appointed to be one of the fix that kept up that uſeful, 
and profitable Lecture every Morning in Weſtminſter. Abby. 
veral times before the Parliament, and his Sermons were, by their Ordcr, Pria- 


ted, 


He Preached alſo f(e- 


— Anno Chriſti, 1648. Viſiters were appointed for the Univerſity of Oxford, who dif- 
charged Dr. Nerwlin from his Headſhip in C. C. Colledge, and no Man was thought 


ſo fit to ſucceed him in that place as Dr, Stawnton. 


That Colledge had been formcr- 


ly happy in an Eminently* Learned and Godly Prefident , the Famous Dr. John 
Reynolds , and now it was bleſſed again with the Refidence ard Regency of this 


worthy Do@or. 


Here he continued above twelve years, in all which time his Deportment, and be- 
haviour was very Exemplary, not only to thoſe that were of his own Culledge, but 
to the Heads of other Colledges alſo. Hear what account of his Converſation is 
given by a taithful Pen of one that was Scholar , and Fellow of that Houſe moſt of that 
time when our Do@or was Preſident there. Thus he writes, 

—— At bis firſt coming to the Colledge, he put in Execution , and that Vigorouſly; all ſuch 
Statutes as tended moſt to the advancement of Learning, and Religion, and was bimſclf fre- 
quently preſent at all Lefinres , and other Exerciſes , to Encourage the Studious and Re- 
prehend the Negligent, He ſet up a Divinity Lefiure every Lords-day, early Ir the Mor- 
ning, in the Colledge Chappel, for the Initiating, and exerciſing of the Elder Students in order 
#0 fit them for the work, of the Miniſtry. He conſtantly Catechized the Tonnger ſort pub + 


lickly in the Chappel every Saturday. He Preached once or twice every Lords-day, to the - 


Edification, and comfort of many : Beſides his conſtant eonrſe in Saint Maries, and the Col- 
ledge Chappel, and ſeveral Letinres in Country Towns, whereunto be was alwayes moſt rea1y, 
rather ſeeking opportunities than declining them. He had every week, a meeting in his own Lod- 
ging for Prayer, and Spiritual Conference, as well of the Members of his Colledge , as of 
others, wherein bimſelf alwayes bore the principal part, bringing ont of his ftore of Experimental 
knowledge things both New and Old. Hewas conſtantly preſent at Pblick, Duties of War 
ſhip inthe Chappel Morning and Evening , obſerving all , and reproving ſuch as were negli- 
gent and remiſs. He took, great care to Introduce , and Elet into the Colledge ſuch as h: 
either ſaw or heard to have ſome appearences of Grace ; At leaſt , ſuch as were dociable, 
and inclinable towards that which is good. Spiritual diſcourſe was his mzat and drink, 


And when he ſat at Meals in the Colledge Hall, bis conſtant courſe was , either from the - 
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C. C. Colledge. 


His deporr- 


ment raicere, 


hs diltzence 


and vrudence, 


Chapter then Read, or from ſome occaſion or other to ſpeak, that which might tend to the - 
Inſtrudtion of thoſe that were preſait , and to call up their. minds to ſome Heavenly Con- 


templation, 


—— Anno Chriſti, 1660, Being diſcharged from the Colledge, where he had been fo e- He eaves 0z- 
minent a blciling by his Prudent Government, and Fious Example, both which 

were fo far cffectual, that Religion and Learning ſcarce flouriſhed more in any 
one Society in that Univerſity , than in that little Nurſery, he judged it adviſable to 
® withdraw alſo from that City, in which he had ſown fomany Handtul of precious 
Seed, which he alwaycs well watercd with his Tears. For few Preached with more 
Aﬀettion, and lefs Aﬀectation : But when thetime of his departure came, ſome yet 
Living know, and well Remember with what (ad hearts his dear Friends , Scholars 
and Citizens, parted with him, as thoſe did with Saint Paxl, At. 20. latter end : 
They all wept fore and fell on Pauls Neck, and kiſſed bim 3 Sorrowing moſt of all for 
the words which be ſpake, that they ſhould ſee bis Face no more, and they accompanied 
bim out of the City. So did theſe from the Famous Univerſity and City. 

I Having left Oxford he Recommended himſelt to Gods Providence to chooſe a 
fit Habitation for him, where for the preſent he might tx himſelf, and his firſt 
Station was at Rickmerſworth, a (mall Market Town in Hertfordſhirz, where he had 
not been long but he had a very kind welcome from the Gentry , as a Gentleman, 
and from private Chriſtians, as a Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt, 
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His prudence —— His firſt and principal deſign, after he had been there a while, was to make way 


and painful- 
nels, 


for the Settlement of an able Miniſter among them, reckoning that one of the beſt 
accommodations to an Houſe was wanting, where that was wanting : And he uſed 
to ſay that Rickmerſworth were a good place if there were better water , meaning a 
better Miniſtry 3 and that his deſign took no better cffet , it was not through any 
negle& or detault of his, having uſed all means in his power to have brought it to 
paſs : Yet himſelf. quickly found the way to the Pulpit 3 and becauſe the entrance 
was narrower than in ſome other places, he ſought out a wider door, and more 
cficual, and indeed he found out above twenty more in other places, ſcarce one Sab. 


' bath paſſed, but he Preached the Goſpel of the Kingdome in a new pulpit: And 


tho he was old and ſomewhat infirm, yet rarcly did he content himſelt with once, 
but Preached twice a day. 


__—— Thus this good Man, in labours more abundant than many others, in the Morning 


ſowed bis Seed , and in the Evening witheld not bis band ( {\o liberal he was of his 
Spiritual Alms) not knowing whether ſhould proſper, this or that, oxwhether they might not 
both be alike good ( Eccleſ. 11, 6.) And like Saint Paul ( Rom. 15.19, ) trom Rick- 
merſworth, even round about unto the utmoſt Borders of the County, yea, in the 
Neighbouring Counties alſo, he was willing to be ſpending , and ſpent in the ſervice 
of his great and good Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt. 


_— — Hereby we may eaſily ſee that our Doctor hadnot lain idle in the Univerſity, 


Faſting and 
Prayer. 


till he was ruſted and Cankered away, and fo fit for no otheruſe in the Houſe of 
God, but as it was ſaid of Joſeph, that his Bow ftill abode in ſtrength; So was it 
with him, his parts memory, and affections ſtill continuing vigorous. Thus he 
continued conſtantly Preaching till that black day, Auguſt 24, 1562. Which impo=» 
ſed filence upon all Non-Conformiſts : Yer neither after this time was be willing to 
be idle : For almoſt every weck he affiſted in keeping one day at a private Faſt, either 
in his own, or elſe in ſome other Godly Miniſters, or Chriſtians Family, as to humble 
himſelf for his own fins , fo for the ſins and abominations which, had overſpread 
the Kingdom: And it cannot be eafily forgotten with what brakeneſs of Spirit, 
and with what a melting Soul he would ſtill take up ſome hours in thoſe dayes, 
either in Preaching, or Prayer, or both : For indeed he was mighty in Prayer, as 
well as in the Scriptures, as its ſaid of Apollos, | 


' __Having thus ſpent about two years, his Wife now labouring under ſome weak- 


neſſes, he gave over Houſe-keeping, and retired into a Chamber or two ina private 


Hedeth good. Family, at ſome Miles diſtance, where he was very uſeful, and quickly Leavencd that 


whole Houſhold : His Minifterial gifts and graces were ſuch, as he perfumed all with 
whom he converſed. As long as he continued there, there was a little Church in 


"> that Houſe, ſothat both Governor, Children, and Servants had great cauſc to bleſs 


nn 


God for bis preſence among them, and for his Holy Conference, aud exemplary 
Converſation, which yas ſo profitable unto them. 


_ — From thence he removed toan another private Family (and probably his frequent 


removes were, that he might have renewed opportunitics of doing the more good 

' to men, and the more ſervice to God) where he was entertained as an Angel of God. 
This Family was near to Saint Albans, in which Town he was an Inltrument of 
doing much gcod, to corre&t extrayagances among ſome people there, which he ef- 
fected by.his ſober principles, and great moderation of Spirit, and the Noble exer- 
ciſes of ſelt-denyal, and Charity, being no burden co any, but being crafty, be caught 
them by guile, 2 Cor. 12.16, 


His laſt remove was toa place called Bovingden, a little Village, which probably had 


— never bcen taken notice of, if this efninent Servant of Chriſt had not made his abode, 


-— andended his dayes there. 


He was yrought thither by the Invitation of a very Re+ 


— ligious and Noble Gentleman, who freely accommodated him with all the conveni- 
His Chariy. - ences of an Habitation of his in that place: Butour DoQor told a friend of his, that 
— whatſocver he ſaved that way, he ſtill expendcd it in Charitable uſes, and made 


— Conſcience of giving it, cithex in»Mony or Books to poor Families in that, or ſeme 
— Neighbouring places. 


= Baxters Call to the Unconverted among ſtthem. 


He diſtributed ſeveral Hundicd of Catechiſms, and of Mr. 


His frequent During this abode here he dayly attended the duties of that Family wherein he 


Preaching, 


—lived, inſtructing thoſe that were therein 3 and it any of the poor of that place chanced 
_tocomein, he would bid them welcome, and ſay, That Chriſt came along with them, 


and 
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—and tell them, that the poor hath the Goſpel Preached unto them. In this place he en- — 

- joyed great privacy : which he greatly prized : And had he been born for himſelf 
alone, he could alwaics have choſen to live thus alone. - Many worthies in the — 
world have preferred retirement before the greateſt preferments in Church or State, 
and have Judged Scepters, and Myters not worthy to be compared with it : But he — 
was of another Spirit, and could not thus ſatishe himfelt: He had often that ſaying of — 
Saint Paxl in his mouth, Wo beto me if I Preach not the Goſpel. - He was of Reverend — 
Mr. Calvins mind, who would not that his Lord ſhould come and find himidle, Whexc- 
fore he rode often to Saint Albans, or to ſome other adjacent place, and once or twice 
a year to London, and Kingſton 3 And ſceing he could nor Preach in a Church to ma- 
ny, he contented himſelf to Preach iv a Chamber to a few. *Tis not the place or 
multitude that commends our Preaching unto God, many excellent Sermons have 
been Preached in deſpicable places and Auditories. | Saint Pauls meeting place in 
Macedonia was by a Kivers fide, and his Auditors a few of the weaker Sex. Our 
Saviour himſelf once Preached a long Sermon to one timerous Nichodemus ( Fob, 3, 
4-3 And ſome other times in the open Air 3 and to one filly Woman Fob, 


4+ 7. 

_ — Thus this Eminent Man of God like a Candle or Torch, with giving light to 0+ His Sickneſs. 
thers, conſumed and waſted himſelf, July the eighth, Anno Chriſti, 1671. And of his 
Age ſeventy one : He was ſeized all on one fide with the Dead Palfie, by reaſon 
whereof his Speech much failed him, fo that he ſpake lictle and ſeldom. A friend 
coming to viſit him, and asking him how he did ? He anſwered in the words of the 
Prophet : In meaſure God debateth with me, and in the day of the Eaft wind, be ſtiyeth bis 
rough wind : A while after he faid to a Friend thar ftood by him 3 I neither fear 
Death nor defire Life , but am willing to be at Gods diſpoſal. At another time 
he uttered theſe words very audibly ; T know that my Redeemer liveth , and by and by 
he repeated the fifth verſe of the thirty firſt Pſalm in Meter : 


Into thy Hand Lord T commit 
My - Spirit which is thy due : 
For why ? Thou baſt Redeemed it, 
O Lord my God moſt trxe. 


——$0 long as he wasable to ſpeak he prefſed the By-ftanders to many wholeſome — 
dutiesz as, to make ſure of Heaven in the time of health :_To keep their Eviden- 
ces fair and unblotted. _-To remember , and keep holy the Sabbath day ( whereof — 
himſelf was a careful obſerver.) When he could no longer ſpeak himſelf he defired 
others to read the Scriptures to him, direing them thoſe Portions which he moſt 
deſired, which were, for the moſt part, fame of Davide Pſalhv. And he was cither 
without any great pain, or without feeling of it. 

_——Fuly the tenth his Speech was quite taken from him, bat yet his anderſtandiog 
and memory continued : About the ſpace of four dayes, he lay ( as all about him 
might perceive }) in a very Comfortable condition , oft lifring up his Eyes and 
Hands towards Heaven with a ſmiling and chearful Countenance. An. upright Life 
uſually ends in a peaceable Death. A little before his Departure , a Minifler. Praying His Deaths} 
with him, he ſhewed figns of great affections all the while, _ and Prayer being 
ended, he took him by the Hand, and held it faſt, expreſſing great figns of Joy 
in God and of thankfulneſs unto him.' And on the 14th. of Fuly, this fhin- 
ing light went ovt , to receive his wages from his great Lord and Maſter Fe- 
us Chriſt, | 
p He was Buried at Bovenden , afore-mentioned, July the ſeventeeth, Anno Chriſti, 
1671, 

— Whilſt he lived at K; , and whas buſily employed in begetting Sons and 
Daughters unto God, gave him many Sons and Daughters begotten of his 
own Body, ten of which lie buricd' in one Grave in the Pariſh Church of King- 


flon, upon whom he hath pid a fair Stone pwith this , Epitaph fairly, Engraven 
—m—_ v Sand Lal 1 CmMANH 


Hire 
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Here lies the Bodies 


Francis. Richard. 
Richard. T Edmund, . 
Of þs Mary. Edmund. 
Mat therw - S arah . 
Mary, * Richard. 7 


Children which the Lord graciouſly gave to Edmund Staxnton, D. D. Late Miniſter 
of Kingſton upon Thames, now Preſident of C. C. C. in Oxford , by Mary his Wite, 
Daughter of Richard Balthrope, Eſq; Servant to the Late Queen Elizabeth, 


_——— Ten Children in one Grave | A dreadful fight 3 
Seven Sons, and Daughters three , Jobs number right. 
| Childhood and Tonth are vain: Death Reigns ore all, 
Even thoſe that never ſinn'd like Adams fall. 
But why re All ? Intb'* firſt Man every one 
Sinned and fell ; not be bimſelf alone. 
Our bope's in Chriſt the ſecond Adam; He 
Who ſaves th* Eleft from fin and miſery. 
What's that to us, poor Children ? *Tis our Creed, 
Godis a God to th* Faithfal and their Seed. 
Sleep on ( Dear Children) never more to wake 
Till Chriſt doth raiſe you, and to Glory. take. 


Self examina: _— He was very careful and dilligent in the great Duty of Self- Examination, which 

tion. alſo he often preſſed upon others. Concerning which he thus writes. 

Evidences __ Evidences for Heaven, which (if my heart deceive me not) arc in me, through the 
gracious workings of Gods Spirit upon me : They arc, 

— Firſt, Efedjual Calling, That this is a good Evidence appears from, Rom. $. 30, 
2 Pet. 1- 10, The Calling I had was about the year, 1620. 

—— Secondly, Change of Company : Chooſing the Society of the Godly 3 ſhunning the 
Society of the wicked, Pſal. 1. 1. and 26, 4,5. and 119. 115+ Ad. 9. 26, Tothis 
my heart anſwers affirmitively, Feb. 4. 1629. | And do thou ſo (till, April. 3. 1663, 
And till ſo, May 2. 1666, And again, April 2, 1668, &c. 

——Thirdly, Univerſality of Obedience, Pſa. 119. 6. and 139+ the two laft verſes, 
To this my heart anſwers affirmatively , Febrarery 4, 1629. And doth fo Kill, 
April 3. 1663, | 

— — Fourthly, Love to the Godly as ſuch, 1 Fob. 3.14. To this my heart anſwers af- 
firmatively, Feb, 4. 1629. &c. | 

Fifthly, Sincerity. Endeavouring to approve my heart more to God, than my 
wayes to Men: Aiming more at Gods glory, than minc own profit, applauſe, &e. 
2 Cor. 1.12. My heart. anſwers affirmitively as before. 

— Sixthly, Kindly meltings and mournings for ſin, upon the ſenſe of Gods free Love in 
Chriſt, Zecb, 12.10. 2 Cor. 7.9, 10. My heart anſwers affirmatively, &c, Going 
to Hemſted to Preach, asI was Meditating on the Rode near Langely, of the Love 
of God in Calling ſuch an one as 1 am, when thouſands more Noble, more Migh- 
ty, more Wiſe and Learned , &c. Lyc in Ignorance and profanene(s, I burſt out 
into a fit of weeping, and my heart by and by was filled with abundance of Joy 
and rejoyceing- 

—— Seventhly, Zeal for God and againſt fin, Jobn 2.17. 2 Cor. 7. 11. My heart an- 
ſwered afhrmitively, &c. 

—— Eighthly, 4 Love of, and longing for Chriſts appearing: 2 Tim. 4.8. Heb. 9. 6. - 
Rev. 22.17, 20, I cannot ſay there hath been ſucha longing in me after Chriſts com« 
ing, at leaſt, not fo full and frequent, as in many others: yet in Prayer and Medi- 
fation the thoughts of a future Eſtate wherein I ſhould never fin more, but be (a* _ 
tisfied with Gods likeneſs, have been very ſweet and comfortable unto me, - Once — 

—- upon the Rode (in aday of my greateſt rejoycing as tooutward Comforts and Mer- 

cies ) it Lightned , Thundered , and Rained much. My thoughts were, what if 

this ſhould be theday of Judgment ? What if I ſhould ſee Chrih coming —_ 
| t 
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the Clouds? The anſwer of my Soul was, Welcome, Welrowe, Wea me; This filled 
me with 'much peace and comfort. | 
 —Ninthly, Sprech acious , or with Grace : Prov. 10. 2.4. Epbs. 4- ag... My heart 
anſwers affirmatively, Feb. 4. 1629. When I have met with any Ignorant perſons 
willing to be inſirufed, it hath been. my manner ( to God be the Giles yand (praiſe 
of it )) to ſet good diſcourſe on foot, and to forward it, when others have be- 
un its ; | 
© Tentbly, Bleſſing God for, and rejoyeing in the gifts and s of others, : Joh. 29. 30. 
My heart anſwers affirmatively, Feb. 4. 1629. &c, Tho my heart is apt i enough 
(the Lord humble and help me.) to.cnvy and detract from others 5 yet (through 
mercy ) T find. | | 
W. gf heart bleſſing God for others gifts and s$ out<ſhining mine. 
— 2, Rejoycing that others do greater and better ſervices, and bringing: more Glory 
to him than I door can. 
_- Eleventhly, The Spirit of Prayer : Aft. g. 11, Rom,$. 135. My heart anſwersat- 
firmatively, Feb. 4. 162g, &c. 
— Twelfthly, 4 careful Sandiification of the Sabbaths Cammazdments, 4th. Iſa. 56. 
45. and 58,13, 14-, My heart anſwers athrmatively ,- F4b, 14. 1629, &c. ; LY 
_—&ccording to the Pſalmiſts Counſel and other good Mrgs cuftome, he was wont Meditation. 
to commune with his heart ia the night ſeaſon, whea there is the greateht Glence, and 
leaſt io kept a 7 ” oo FR ; : 26 £30142 
— He alfo kept a JowrnaP” or Diary, © $ Mergies 3, And amongſt his many 4 Diary of 
ColleQions in this kind, take theſe few inflances which ' he wrote; and Etc! behind _ yo 
him. | | OY 4 Myr es ro him, 
—- When being about ten, years of Age, 1fell. ſick of 3 Feayer, and was given up 
for dead, of mine own accord (I think my good God ſuggeticd it ) I agked for 
Dunn, which taking , by little and little ; my. Feyer-abatcd, and 1, reco- 
vcred., | S 
—— When I was about ane years old, ſwjnging'in 4, Rope- in my Fathers Kitchin 
at Rirchmore, which was payed with Freelioge, and of en high Roof, whichlI endea- 
vouring to touch with. Back and Belly , when I was very and my Face down- 
wards, the rope brake, and I fe[l down fat, and there lay 'Specchleſs and as Dead: 
But anon (the Lord a jpeating for my help) 1brake out into a violene bleeding at 
Mouth, or Noſe, or bY z- And ſo by degrees j(through the bleffing of the Lord) 're* 
vived, and recovered, In | 
_— Going to Bed in my Tutors Chamber in Oxford, and having a Wax-Candle in a — 
Roll by me, burning on a Deal-box full of Linnen,-I fel] aſleep : The Box and Lins 
nen were burnt, but the Bed not touched, thogloſe to it, &c. 
_- When Iwas Miniſter at Kingſton, I drank Ink one Moxzring inftcad of Muskadine, . 
yet had no hurt. | ; 
—— April $th. 1659. at Oxford, mþ Wife being in her Clofſet very late, which was — 


—__. 


hung with much Lianen round. a and.Lin Bed and a flcep in the Chamber ad+ 
joyning, the Candle taking hold on Linney, ſet it on fire, which flamed round — 
about her ; She ( the Lord affiſting of her ) beflirred; her. felt, pulled. down the = 
Linger, it under foot, and maſtered the fire. I was not waked, nor the much — 
damaged. 

4 Feb 1. 1666, At the Bell-Innin Alderſgate-ftreet, London, between eiphtand nine a 

— Clock at night, miſſingmy way to my Chamber, I went npos the Leads 'unrailed ,— 

mA _ my Staff before me 3 I went ſonigh the Precipice, or downfall into the yard, — _ 

y at nog no footing for my aff; But a ftep between me and death! O what ſhall —* 

render, Oc, 

_— Another commendable excellency in this Holy Man was his Laborioufneb in the ; 
work of the Miniſiry, Somthing of this you had before. His great care; was to frequent. 
fulfil the Miniſtry which be had recezved of the Lord, his heart was in this work : He did 
Hoc agere * This was his 73 tpyer, It was his Meet end Drink, He would" often ſay, 
that he feared to hear that rebuke from Chriſt '2nother day. Thox evil and ſloathful 
Servant, Mat. 25,26, Wicked becaule floathful; When he came to viſit his Friends, 

- If they did not ask, to be ſure he would offer his pains among ther, What}. He would - oil 

. fay, is there no work for a Preacher here e,Bat tho his Sermons were ſometimes 
nn, ay were never ordinary ware, 


—_ 


He 


—_— _—____c. 
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His Preactung, He never offered to Gbd, in that way, -that which coſt him nothing. He alwaycs 
diſliked immethodical and indigeſted Preaching : Indeed he was a work:;man that need. 
ed not to be aſhamed of his work, and yet he was as great an Enemy to quaint, as he was 
to Crude. Preaching : Next to -painfulneſs, heliked | ogg ina Preacher, which 
two -arenot/ inconhliſtent, Miniſters are termed Gods Interpreters , yet many times 
their Sermons are fuch-, that they need others to be their Interpreters. It was a 

— fayivg of Holy Mr. Dod, that many/of oux Engliſh Preachers ſhoot over the Head of 
moſt of their. hearers. - They arc not alwaycs low in Learning that ſtoop to the Ca- 
pacity of their Auditors. [ "'Þ 

_ The Life of Preaching lies in Application; And in this indced he was alwaies 
moſt vigorous and lively, In his admonitions and Exhortations he was fo affeQtionate, 
that he would impart, not the Goſpel only, but his very Soul alſo to his Auditory. | He — 

_- was called the ſearching Preacher, In every Sermon he would fiill ſpeak ſomething 
by way of Trial , and Examination ; He would frequently have his Marks of di- 
ſtinction betwixt the precious and the vile ; the ſincere Perſon and the Hypocrite, _This — 

— fiory he Recorded himſelf, that having a ſuſpicion of one Man in his Pariſh, who — 

— made a great Profeſſion of Religion, oft whom he often thought in his diſtinQtions ,— 

— that very Perſon came afterwards to him, laying, -Tox will never leave Diſtinguiſhing, — 

— till you have diſtinguiſhed me into Hell. 

Providence — Dr. Staunton Preaching once at Warborough, not far from Oxford, one in the Con- 

remarkable. _ orepation was ſo affefted with his firſt Prayer, that he ru co his Houſe (which was — 

— Near) and bad his Wife to make her ſelf ready and comero Church for there was — 

_— one inthe Pulpit that prayed like an Anget;tfo as he never heard the like, -The Woman — 

— haſted to Church with her Husband, and God fo ordered it, that that Sermon proved 

_ effeQual for her Converſion ; and ſhe proved afterwards a ſerious and cminent 

— Chriſtian. - . A; 

Scriptures _— He was familliarly acquainted with the Holy Scriptures of the 014 and New-Teſtament, - 

ſlucied, and ( as Apollos ) was mighty therein. His head was inſtead of a'Concordance : It — 

— was a wonder to ſee how readily he could turn to ariy Text upon all occaſions. _ He - 

_— greatly loved the Word, and therefore could not eaſily forget it. He loved it more - 

than the Bride doth her Ornaments, which run in her mirid'continually. The Teſti 
monies of God wete bis delight and the Men of bis Counſel, .he read and. meditated therein 
day and night. : Where ever he went he carried the New-Teſftarvent, or Davids Pſalms 
along with him. The trſtthiog hedid ina Motning was to Read ® Portion of the 
Sacred Scripture, which Miniſtred matter of Meditation, and of Communication all 
the day after, | 

__— When he was to ſeek for matter of -pood diſcourſe ( which was very feldome ) or 
when no fit occaſion wasoffered otherwiſe, then would he ſpeak of ſome Scripture 
that he had read that Morning, from which he would raiſe ſome uſeful obſervations, 
or propoſe ſome Praftical Queſtions to the Edificatioff of the hearer. At Night when 
he went to Bed, he would fcarch out ſome Scripture or other which ſuited with his 
preſent thoughts, and that was the ſubje& matter of his Meditation in his waking 
hours. He ſeldom wrote any Letter but he added three, or four, or more Scriptures 

_- for a Poſt-ſeript, and thoſe very pertinent, either to the preſent occafion of his writ- 

ting, or to.the condition-of the Perfon ts whom he wrote : Or haply they ſhould 
reſpe& the times, and the Providences of God therein, He ſeldome viſited, or met 

__ any Friend, but he would at parting, leave ſome Scripture or other with him. Pray 

you (he would fy) let me leave one Text of Scripture with you, and think of it 
whenlI am gone. 

Prayer fre- ' ____ He was very frequent and fervent in Prayer. What David ſaid of himſelf may be 

— truly athrmed of him, I gave my ſelf to Prayer. | Its Recorded of Luther, that no day 
paſſed over him wherein he did not ſpend three hours at leaſt in this duty, and it may 
be truly ſaid of our Doctor, that he reſtrained not Prayer, not lightly. paſſcd it over. 
He was fervent in Spirit, #bus ſeruing the Lord : his mariner was, when ever he came to 
Logge at any Friends Houſe, after he had ſaluted thoſe that were preſent, he would 
preſently retire into his Chamber 3 where he would ſpend about an hour by himſelf, 
before any Friend could ſpeak with him: At Nightalfo he would again be ſhut up 
in his Chamber for a conſiderable time before any Servant could be admitted to him 

He would often ſay to his Godly Friends that came to viſit him 3 Come muf we not 

pray together before we part ? Indeed it may be faid of him, what was faid of —_— 
/ Mibs 


a . 


Conference. 


/ 


OT ——_—_— ©. 


Dr. Edmund Staunton, Oc 169. 


_— 


Mibi cibus & potus eſt Oratio : Prayer was his beſt repaſt, his meat, and his drink. 
_—Nor did he flubber over this duty as too many do, buthe did it with all his might : 

_ He prayed in Prayer : He wreſtled with God as Facob did : He uſually wept when 
he made his ſupplications unto God, he was not only affetionate when he prayed 
with others, but when he was alone by himſelf : This himſelf hath recorded, the 
glory be God were ;, I have ſhed one tear in Prayer with others, T have ( I think 1 Jpeak within 

, compaſ? ) (hed two in ſecret between God and mine own Soul, 

In Prayer alone, or with others, if he could have room, he would perform the Humiliry irt 
duty kneeling on the ground 3 Yea, tho he was ſometimes almoſt loſt in the Crowd Prayer. 
by ſodoing, He uſed to ſay, that the humbleſt Geſtmre, as well as the humbleſt Spirit beſt 
became the duty of Prayer : And that he knew no way of wreſtling with the Almigh- 
ty, like that of lying at bis feet, and frofrating our ſelves before him, 

_ He was a ſtrict obſerver of the Lords-day. Some have obſerved, that the San&i- Sabbaths 
fication of it is-one of the firſt things that a Converted Perſon makes Conſcience of. fanfified. 
This good Man was every day watchful over his thoughts, words and aQtions, but 
more eſpccially upon the Lords-dayes. It was rare to hear him ſpeak one idle word, 
or ſec him doone unneceſſary aQtion on thoſe dayes. His ftritneſs was ſuch herein, 
that ſome have wondered at it 3 and ſome (too haſtily perhaps ) have cenſured him 
for it, He went from duty toduty (as Beesdo, from flower to flower ) from pub- 
lick duties to Family Daties 3 from Family duties to Cloſet dutics, finding ſweet- 
neſs in them all. - He would fay, we muſt alwayer be god Hutbands of time, eſpecially 
of Holy time. We muſt not ſpend that time which is not our own, about our own affairs, 

_— He kept many private faſtsalone, and with his Family, This he did ordinarily Faſting and 

— before he came to the Lords-Swpper, and at other times when he found any Corruption prayer. 

- to grow or get head in bis heart, -There are fome Devils, and Devillith Luſts, — 

— that will not be caſt out, or kept under by other means. This he himſelf Records, — 

—that when he was a young Preacher, he found himſelf to be very prone to be puffed — 

- up and exalted (its obſerved, that Spiritual pride is the ſpecial fin of young Mini- 

— tiers) whereupon he ſeta day - apart to ſeck to God for firength againſt that tin, and Pride Ghdued, 

- from that day forward he felt ( as himſeif expreſſes it ) that the neck and heart of s 
it was broken. 

_- He wasa moſt lowly minded Chriſtian : He was Clothed all over with the pre- His Humility 
cious Garment of Humility, that Treaſury of grace, that Ornament of Religion+ 
Neither his Parentage nor his parts, nor his applauſe, nor any thing elſe, did (to 
appearance _) any way clate, or puff himup, Tho he was lifted up in the cyes and 
hearts of others, yet was he lowly in his own. It was uſual with him to eſteem 
others , that were far inieriour to him, to be better than himſelf. 

_— He was very Charitable wnts all, eſperially to thoſe of the Howſhold of Faith. *Tis His Charity: 

Davids CharaQter of a good Man, that be giveth to the poor, and diſperſes Liberally, Pſa. 
112.5, 9. And this wi$ his prafticez whilſt others were for gathering ad heap- 
ing up, he was for diſperſing and ſcattering abroad. As all graces were conſpicuous 
in him , ſo this of Charity in a ſpecial manner -, which is the only Grace 
( faith one) wherein, God and Man Communicates. He deviſed Liberal things , 
and drew out, not his Sheafe only ,” but his Soul to. the bungry C Iſa. 58. 10, ) 
He did not draw out his Purſe only to relieve them, but his Bowels and Soul to 
pity them. 


F 


Dat bene, dat multum qui dat cum Munere Vultun, 


_— His manner was, when he rode abroad to put fo much Mony into his Pocket, as 
he could well ſparc for this purpoſe 3 And as he met with any Indigent perſon, he 
would fall into diſcourſe with him 3 and if he f any. knowledge of God or fa- 
vour of Godlineſs, he would the more plentifully relieve them 3 Nor ſhould the ig- 
norant (if he judged them neceſhitous and 'not idle). part from him without ſome 
Counſel and relict. For Purſe Alms ; and Spiritual Almes together, very few 
were his equals. He uſed often to viſit poor and needy Families, or call in, as he 
paſſed by them, and would ever leave ſomething behiad him for the' ggod 'both of 
their Souls and bodies. dlent him acompitent Eſtate, (and whichis better) gave 
him an heart to lend it back to hinv ayain: ' God Honoured him, and he again Ho- 
noured God with his ſubſtance. y wy 
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| ——> He was very eminent for Patience. Thoſe that knew his circumſtances, and 
Mis, Patience. je Lamb-like carriage under them, will readily confeſs that he was one of the great- 

_ eſt patterns of Patience that this Age hath produced, -Among the various tryals — 

_— wherewith he was exerciſed , he had one which was not ordinary,, his Wife fal- __- 

_— ling into a Diſtraftionz Yet whoever ſaw him out of humor ? Whoever heard him — 

— grumble, 'or ſpeak a repining word for it ? Yea, many that knew it have admired, 
not only at his patience, but at his chearfulneſs under fo fad a diſpenſation. He had 
learned that great Leſſon , in every thing give thank : It may be (aid of him as of 
that great Apoſile Saint Paul , that be was Joyful, yea , exceeding Foyfull in all 
bis Tribulations. His Converſation was made up of ſeriouſneſs , tempered with 
chearfulneſs, how grave was he in all Company , and yet how chearful ? I uſed 
my felf (faithhe ) to be ſomewhat merry and chearful in Company, that ftanders 
by might for that reaſon be the more in Love with Religion, to ſhew that it was not 
inconfiftent with harmleſs Mirth, and (through mercy) Ihave cauſc to think that 
I have ſometimes attained that end. I have hereby drawn ſome to a liking of the 
good wayes of God, 

His peaceable- _— He much diſliked, and lamented the unnatural heats and- diviſions that were a- 
nels. mong Chrittians. - He was not Sceptical, and indifferent, nor yet rigid and moroſe ; 
_ He ſeemed to tread in Saint Pauls ſteps, and did alwayes endeavour to accommodate 
_ himſelf, tothoſe that differed from him fo far as lawfully he might, and as his Love 
- of truth would permit. _- Many Men prefer a petty Notion to the Churches peace and — 
— Communion, and are fo capricious and over-confident of their own determinations, — 
- that they will hold no Communion, nay hardly have a pleaſing Converſation with thoſe — 
— Wwhoare not of their perſwaſion : But our Door was of another Alloy, and of a more — 
excellent temper. He uſed to ſay, that all men muſt have their grains of allowance. The moſt 
knowing Chriſtians know but in part. He would Familiarly converſe ( yea, and 
if occaſion was, Communicate in all Ordinances) with thoſe that held the head , and 
were ſound in the vitals of Chriſtian Religion , tho in other things they were er- 
roneous, -This he much declaimed againſt, that Chriſtians upon every little occaſion, — 
made nothing of ſeparation. If they diſliked a People, the next word was, we will - 
joyn. with them no longer :Af they diſliked a Preacher, preſently we will hear him - 
no more, His opinion was, that it will never be well with the Church of God in - 
this Nation, ſo long as Chriſtians are ſo prone to diviſion and ſeparation. —-This, — 
m7 need. this is Englands incurable wound. 

_——-- What was (aid of David and of our Lord Chrift himſclt may be truly affirmed of 
this worthy Door, The Zeal of God did conſume and eat bim up. Tho he ſeldome 
ſinned in being angry, yet he often, yea very often was angry with fin. He could 
bear to be reproached and evil-ſpoken of himſelt, but not that God and his Name 
ſhould . be Blaſphemed, and diſhonored. Among other inſtances take one or two that 
are {ct down under his own hand. 

—- Bcing once (faith he) at a Wedding Dinner, at the Marriage of one of Mr. Va+ 
lentines Servant, I obſerveda Fidler to Swear, and to Sing very obſcenely, at which I 
was troubled, and filled with Indignation, till anon I called to him to forbear, and 
gave him Mony to hold his peace, tendring therein the Glory of God, and was much 
comforted thereby, | 

———Supping once at an Inn betwixt London and Oxford, where many who travelled — 
together did alſo cat _—_ ,one among the reſt was tull of vain, and profane diſ- 
courſe, I applyed my felfunto him, and labored toconvince him of the evil of fin, and — 
of the curſe and wrath of God which hung over his head : And then I told him alſo — 
of the riches of Gods Grace to repenting ſinners, of his readineſs to receive them, 
and to be reconciled unto them. This made him more mute, but whart farther op- 

Erovidences PEration it had upon him, I know not 3 only this was remarkable, that the open- 
ſpecial. ing of the grace of God in the Goſpel, fe!l upoa a young Schollar that flood by, and 
(as he afterwards confeſt) it melted his very heart, and helpt him from under a Spirit 

of Bondage, wherewith he had been bowed down, and broken, for many Moneths paſjp 
—— Another demonſtration of his great zeal for God, was his frequent projeQting and 
contriving how he might promote his Honour and Service in the world. He hath 
been ofeen heard to ſay to his Friends in a Morning 3 Come” Friends, what ſhall we do 
for God this day ? How ſhall we Trade with our Talents for the furtherance of his 
Glory Never did that Ambitious Man Study and firive for the adyancing of 

” of | himſelf 


Zeal. 
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himſelt as he did for advancing the Name and Honor of his God. 

— He took much dclight in, and excelled in Chriſtian Conference, for which he Chriſtian con- 
deſerves tv be KRecorded-to- all Poſterity. It he came behind ſome for L arning, f ercnce. 
Elocutions &c. Yet he. went. before them in this Grace and gitt. As Men have 
their perticular fins, ſo they kave their perticular Graces and Exccllencics : Abra- 
bam excelled in Faith 3 Moſes in Meekneſs3 Fob in Paticnce, and our worthy Door 
in Holy and Godly Conference. Whoever converſed- with him, and was not a gainer 
by his Heavenly diſcourſe ? His Speech was alwayer with Grace , which as it argued 
grace in the {peaker, (o it was apt to work, or ſtir up Grace inthe hcarers, it was 
ever ſavoury, ſeaſoned with ſalt, and good! to the wſe-of Edifyirg , Epbe. 4.29. His 
heart was alwayes inditing a good matter, and therefore his tongue was 2s the Pen of 
a ready Writer, Pſa. 45. 1, 2. His Lips fed many, Prov. x0. 21. They alwaycs 
dropped as vbe Hony comb ( Cant, 4. 11. ) Grace was poured into them , and it 
flowed plentifully from theme He had a good ſtock, and Rich Trealurc in his 
heart , and from thence ( upon every occaſion _) he brought torth things bath New 
and Old. i 

_— Many have admired his $kill and dexterity this way, who will never be able to 
imitateit, It was a wonder (whc: he fat at Mcat with his Friends) how rcadily he 
would turn their water into wine, their merry and Idle into ſerious and protitable diſ- 
courſe» When any were talking of their worldly and ſecular affairs, he had 2 
faculty of ſcruing ia ſome heavenly Argument, which alſo he did fo handſomely, 
that the molt Ignorant, or Carnal perſon among them could not be oftcaded ar 
It, 

——-Thoſe that would nauſcate ſuch, diſcourſe from others, would yet accept it from 
him, ſo handſomely and artificially did he manage it. He had an excellent faculty 
in waraing the unruly, and in comforting the feeble minde4 : But he was wondrous 
ready in inltructing the Ignorant, even fuch as others would ſlight, not thinkin 
them worthy of their pains, by reaſon of their meanneſs and Ignorance : He delights d 
in converling, with ſuch; and in(iructing of them 3 and would lay, their Souls arc as 
precious as the Souls of Nobles, | 

_——When accidentally he met with any perſon (thoa ſtranger) as he was ſittin? in 
a Houſe, or walking abroad, or riding by the way, he would inſtantly apply him - 
ſelf to him, and fall into diſcourſe with him. Not long before his Death, comin.” 

. toa Gentlemans Houſe, and fitting down, he preſently asked the Servanc that at- 

- tended him! , what Country-man he was ? And where he was born ? To which the 

_ young Man no ſooner replyed, but his next Qycliton was, 1 pray thee tell me : Daft © 

how think, thow art born again? And by this Introduction he took occation (as our — 
"nd 
a” 


D:ſ-ourſe, 


Saviour Chriſt did to Nichodemus) to open to him the nature and -necefſity of the 
New -Birth. And his ſucccls in this way was ſomewhat an{werable to his diligence, 
ſome having been Converted, and many others inltructed , Comforted, and quick- 
enced by his Godly and ſavoury diſcourle. 
— His Modeſty and Humility was ſuch, that he never judged any of his Labors wor- yis modeſty. 
thy of the Preſs; yet he conſented that his Treatiſe about Chriſtian Conference ſhould 
be Printed, which, tho a plain, yet a profitable diſcourſe, 
Thus you have one of the fairclt Copies that this Age hath produced, preſented 
to your view. A Man that was (as Saint Paul exhorts Titus to be) 2 pattern of 
good works : One that in Dodrine ſhewed wncorruptneſs, gravity , ſincerity , ſound ſpeech 
that could not be Condemned : One that in Converlion ſhewed integrity , unblamable- 
neſs, and good works that ought to be imitated. -A few more ſuch Miniſters and — © 
Chriſtians, would convince or condemn the ungodly Generation among whom we — 
- live, and make them of another mind who fay and think, that all Profeſſors are but — 
— pretender to Religion and that there is no ſuch thing as Grace and Godlineſs , di- 
- fiin& trom Moral Virtue and Righteouſneſs : There is not a more ready way tv con- 
— fute and refel ſuch Calumnies, than to refer them to the Converſation of ſuch a Per- 
- fon as Diogenes confuted one which denyecd that there was any motion, by geting up —- - 
and walking before his cycs. 
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He lies Interred in the Pariſh Church of Bovingdor afore- | 
faid, under a fair Stone, with this Epitaph das 
upon it, made by the Reverend Dr. Simon Ford. 


In Memoriam 
Eruditii & SanGiſſami Viri 
Edmundi Staunton, S. T. D. 


ni annne agens Septuageſſunum primum, Decineo quarto Die Julii 
Anno Domini, 1671. 


Spiritum ejus in Manus Domini Jeſu Chriſti ſumma pace depoſuit. 
Scire cupis, Lefor, cujus Lapis iſte ſepulti eſt ? 
Ex lege, ſummiſſa, ſed lege, voce precor. 
Se ſolum nota, latuit Pietate 95 1 
Erubnitque | ſuis conſcins eſſe bonis. \ 
Vnde' bec, vera licet, ſi norit forte, verenduns 
Ne fugiat Marmor, vel Cinis ipſe loquax. 


——_ 
—_—K 


— 
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Of Dr. Stauntons great care to promote Religion and Learn- 
ing in C. C. C. whilſt he was Preſident, by Mr. J. M. 
Sometime Fellow of the) ſame. 


( Saith he ) who had the happineſs to be near him for many years, and obſerved 

the excellent workings of the Grace of God in him, cannot bur fpeak of the things 

which I have ſeen and heard. | 

__—- In his younger years be was choſen Scholar of Corpus Chriſti Colledge in Oxford, 
and not long after Probationer Fellow of the ſame, before he was Batchelloy of *Arts;, a 
thing ſeldome known in that Houſe. There Men finding him to be not only in- 
genious, but ingenuous alſo, ſhewed him great reſpe&, beſtowing one token thereof 
after another. And there God not for any deſert in him, but out of his own mercy 
and grace. did ſet his cyc upon him : There did the kindneſs and love of God (which 
a great while before had run, like water, under ground )) break forth and appear 3 
ſaving him by the waſhing ot Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoſt. 

_——— For here God firſt opened his eyes, and cauſed him to ſee his wretched condition, 
which did greatly and deeply humble him, and made him to put up ftrong cries, with 
tears, #0 bim that was ableto ſave him from death, and was heard in that he feared, (Heb, 
5.7.) For at _ he had his Conſcience ſprinkled with the blood of Chrift, by 
whom he received the Atonement, And the Law of the Spirit of Life in Chriſt Jeſus, 
made bim free from the Law of fin and death. 

— And now he became a member of the moſt Ancient, Honourable, and durable 

* DHociety in' the world : Being, firſt choſen, and then admitted Fellow of Sion Col- 
ledge, where an innumerable Company of Saints and Angels where his Collegues. 
And having received his Grace, he found himſelf firongly inclined to make others 
pertakers of the ſame. Wherefore, having taken his Degree of Maſter of Arts, after 
ſome few years he left the Colledge, and gave up himſclf to the work of the Mini- 


_—_—_— 


ſry. , 
? - —— He ſpent moſt of his time and labors at Kingſton upon Thames , where the pleaſure - 
% of the Lord did proſper in bis bandr. From thence ( as we heard before ) he was 


called 
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called to be a Governor of that Colledge whereof before he had been a Member : 
lace he manifeſted an carneſt defire after the wel- 
, Exciting, and by his Example, leading ſuch as — 


And as ſoon as he came to the P 
tarc of the Society in every re 
were toaſhſt him, to endeavour the ſame» 


Mt. 


—— 


—— His Government favoured more of lenity and mildnefs than of ſharpneſs and ſe 
veritys yet he kept the Colledge in very good order and diſcipline. And tho the 
Houſe, before his time, had been much troubled with divifion, -he, by his Modera- 
tion and Chriltian prudence, kept them all of a peice, and in the enjoyment of great 


Peace and Concord. He was indeed naturally of an exceeding 


good temper and 


diſpoſition 3 gentle, affable , and courteous to all, which being embelliſhed with 
Grace, made him exceeding amiable, and very uſeful in his whole Converſa- 


c40n <a 


His great care was to promote Religion and Learning in- the Colledge, 'which he 
and humane learning are the 
right and left Eye of the world : And as the Sun and Moon are to the Univerſe ,- the Eclip- 
fing of either of them leaves the World in darkneſs, One thing there was which made him 
more delirous to fee Religion and Learning to meet together in conjunction, in all 
ſuch as were to be choſen Scholars of the Houſe, or if that could not be obtained, to have 


proſecuted with both hands carneſily. Divine knowledge 


them joyned together afterwards. It was the Founders Will, expreſſed in one of 


his Statutes, that all the Fellows, and Scholars that were of the Foundation, ſhould, 
about a year or two after they were Maſters of Arts, be ordained to the Holy Mini- 


firy 3 one only excepted , who ad Arbitrium, might be deputed to the fiudy and — 
Practice of Phyſick, -Parts and Learning without grace, make a Man capable of doing — 
very good Service in the Common-wealth ;, but both in Conjunfion are more requiſite in one — 


who is to make manifeſt the ſavour of the knowledge of Chriſt in every place, 2 Cor, 2.14. 
Knowledge puffeth up, but Charity Edifies, 1 Cor. 8. 1.,,74 Man of Learning without — 


ne 


Grace, is like a Ship without Ballaſt, the leaſt blaſt of applauſe it ready to drive him wor —” 


the Quick: ſands of pride, or to carry bim upon the Rocks of oppoſi 
thers. 


— Upon ſuch accounts as theſe, this Godly wiſe Man was careful to prevent ( if 


it might be) an error in the firſt concoftion, knowing how hard it might be to 
prevent itin the ſecond, Therefore when any Scholars place became void , it there 
appeared many Candidaves tor it, he appointed them, ſometime before the EleQion, 
to attend him at his Lodgings, where he examined them privately, and fet down in 
a Paper the Age, Standing, and Proficiency in Learning, of every one of them. 
He noted alſy what Teſtimonials he had received from Perſons of Integrity , con- 
cerning the good Converſation of any of them, and of their hopetulneſs as to God- 
lineſs , together with his own apprehenſions of them, upon his Examination as to 
that matter alſo, » 

-——And if ſuch a number of the EleQors as was requiſite, could not ( after publick 
Examination ) agree upon one of them , he upon whom the Election was in that 


Caſe devolved, if there appeared to him and Equallity, or near an <quallity in 0- 


ther reſpe&s, he would alwayes let piety have the Honour to turn the Scales. 


tion to others, yea, ſome- 
times to the truth it ſelf , and that to bis own great danger and the prejudice of 0+ 


_ — His next care was to have theſe Twins, Piety and Parts foſtered and cheriſhed, _— 


- and by all wayes and means, improved, and heighthened to the utmoſt of his Power : 


- And to this purpoſe he came alwayes to all Colledge Exerciſes : -Held cvery one to the 
Duties of their ſeveral Places, and obſerved every ones growth, and progreſs in 
Judge whom to prefer when any 


Learning, by which means he was the better able to 
of them came to be Competitors for a Fellowſhip. 
— His care wasno leſs to fee Religion proſper and thrive : For which end he made 


choiſe of the fitteſt Perſons that be could find to perform the Duty of Prayer, Morning 


{s, and warm affeQions, 
ly exerciſe himſelf was 
hger Scholars, as to joyn 


and Evening 3 even ſuch as would with Reverence, ſeri 
engage the hearts of the Hearers in the Duty : Ard 
preſent as conſtantly, if not more conſtantly than t 
in the Duty, to bring down a bleſſing upon them from a 
ſo alſoto ſee that it was performed Reverently, and to ſee that the whole Society came 
together duly. | 

— Every Lords-day in the Evening when the whole Houſe" met together to offer up 
their Sacrifice of Praiſe and Prayer, he examined the youngerfort 3 calling them to 
an 


e, and upon their Studies y 


— 


— 
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an accquntof what they heard that day 3 which was a likely means to engage them to » 
the greatcx attcnticn in hearing, and to make the truths, by their pondering upon 
them, to link the deeper into their hearts, ... 


—— He took great pains to inſtruct them of the lower Rank in the Grounds of Religi- 


on, calling them oneday in the. week. into'the Chappel , where he opened the great 
and weighty truths of Chriltianity to them ;-Endcavouring fiill, not only to intorm 
their Judgments, but to make the truths reach their hearts. | 


-—— Whereas, the Founder required , that-the Fellows and Scholars ſhould , at ſuch a 


ſtanding (as was ſaid before ) be Ordained to the Miniliry 3 he, with the conſent 
of ſuch of the Fellows, as were impowered by the Statutes tro make: Orders for 
the good of the Socicty, decreed, that all: of ſuch a fianding or above, (hbould Preach 
every Lords-day in the Morning, by courſe, in the Collcdge Chappel , betore the 
Publick ,Scxmon in the Univerſity» By this means they which were declined tor the 
work-of the. Miniſiry, might hereby both. prove , and improve , and alſo approve 
themſclves to others to be. Men 'Apt to teach; which is one of the, qualithcations re- 
quired in the Apoſtolical Canons tn them that are to be called to the Paſtoral Ot- 
hce, 


: J = 
-——— Laſily beſides the Conferences which he had. often in his own Lodgings about 


Soul concernments, and Communion in the Lords-Swpper in the Coliedge Chappel, 
where he himfelf did adminiſter, and many ot the Houſe with others-trom abroad 
were pertakers of that Saercd Ordinance-: He would be often diſcourſing with ſuch 
of the' Society as came to him,about any: bufincſs, and that in ſuch a manner as 
ecnded to the promoting of Holinels. For he deldome would Ict thera part trom 
him without ſome Inſtruction , Admonition , or hearty Countel. 


—— Thoſe cſpecial, who by reaſon of their place and ſtanding, were molt trequently a» 


bout him, xeccived great benctit by, their Convexling with him. For his Heart taught 
bis Mouth and added Learning to his Lips. When a Portion of Scripture was read at 
Dinner (as uſually it was ) hedid not only cauſe deep filence, and revercnt Atten- 
tion through all the Hall, that ail , while they were fecding their Bodies, might 
feed their -Souls alſo. But when the Chapter was ended, if there were any dithcule 
places in it, he either propounded them to the Fellows that fat at Table with him, 
or clſe opened and unfolded them himſelf, It it contained Prattical mattcr, it was 
a prohitable, and pleaſant thing to ſee: and hear, how he, who applyed his Heart 
tothe knowledge of God, and Kept his words and Laws within him, had them with- 
al fitted in his Lips. ; 


— Ke livcd to ſee ſome fruit of his Labors to his great joy and contentment. For 


divers of them who were, trom thc beginning, grained up under him, became Lear» 
ned, wel-diſpoſed and Pious Men > among whom was Mr. Foſeph Allein, latc Mi- 
niſtcr of the Goſpel at Taunton in Sommerſet-ſhire, . For as he was a great Comtore 
to this Holy Man whilti he was' in the Colledge, fo it did revive him to hear (tor 
he was often cenquiring alter {uch as had been utnder him, as a Fathcr atrer his 
Children _) that he proved lo emincntly Pious, and uſctul a Man in the Church 
of God. ( 

—Ave have - ſeen how vigilant and induſirious a Governor this good Man was in 
the Colledge : He was al{g one who in” Compaiſion to Mens Souls, took every op- 
portunity, when he was-at home to Preach in, or near to the City ot Oxford, 
One of the Impropriations belonging to rhe Colledge, having ( before his time ) 
but a ſmall ſiipend belonging to it 3 not ſufficient to afford a fubliftance to an able 
Man to labor, and watch over the People tor the good of their Souls » he Firtt 
went himſelf, and afterwards he defired fore of the Senior Fellows to go thither 
by courſe; and Preach unto the People : Which dclire of his they readily and wil. ; 
lingly embraced for ſome time , till the Leaſe of the Impropriation came to be 


renewed : At which time | upon his propoſal , the Fellows conſented cither 


much to abate , or whollyad#mrcmit the Fine, in Iciu thercot requiring a com- 
petent Sum to be paid yearly to-cncourage an able Man to labor conttantly as 
mong them. - 


——>When the Afﬀairs of the Colledge called him forth into Places remote from the © 


Univerſity, he was alwayes* ready to take anyyopportunity of doing good to the 
Souls cf Men. One who hath rode many Hundred Miles in Company with him, 
hath alwaycs obſerved his deportment in all placcs, and rowards all perſons, to be 

ſuch 
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ſuch as became an Heavenly minded Chriſtian, and a true and faichful Miniſter of 
Feſus Chriſt. ; 

— When he was riding on the way, he entertained his Company with 
Heavenly diſcourſe : And as variety of objects did preſent themſelves to him , 
he alwaycs drew excellent matter out of them 3 glorifying God for the Wiſ. 
dom , Power and Goodneſs which appeared in the works of Creation, and Provi- 
dence. 


His heavenly- 
arr rr 


—— When he paſſed by ſuch as were about their occaſions in the Feilds, he would yis prudence: 


many times make an Alt, and enter intoa ſhort diſcourſe with them. -He uſed firſt — 
to ask them ſome ordinary Queſtions, ſuch as Travellers uſe to do, and then to — 
take occaſion from their anſwers, to propound other Queſtions of weight and con- 
cernment to their Souls : leaving alwaies ſome ſerious word with them at parting, 

for them to Ruminate upon when he was gone. And probably there are many, 
who never ſaw his face, nor he theirs, but thus in his paſſage, that have bleſt God 

for him. 


——- When he came tohis Lodging, either in a publick or Private Houſe , as he had 
a better advantage there, ſo he conſtantly made uſe of it, for Gods glory, and the 
Ediftication of whatſoever Company Gods Providence caſt him. He had 
an excellent Gift and rare faculty to improve diſcourſe ſo as to make it , not 
only pleaſant to thoſe with whom he did converſe , but very profitable to 
their Souls , ſtill aiming at the laſt, as that mark which he had conſtantly in 
his cye. 


—- When he came amon ſons of Quality ( being himſelf well born, well is prudence 
Educated, of a Cmenes Wis, and a chearful — ) his Company, and con- ” | 
verſe was uſually very grateful to them , which gave him an advantage to tell 
them ( as he would plainly , yet prudently }} of what he ſaw amiſs in them : 

To mind them of the Vanity "of the World : Of better things abovez and to 
put them (as he often would ) upon good delignes to ſhew their Thankfulneſs 
to God for his Mercy and Goodneſs to them. 


—— Nor was there a perſon ſo mean, but he would readily and humbly condeſcend to him, 
as knowing what precious Souls dwell in the pooreſt Houſes of clay. He alwaics 
fpake to ſuch in their own Diale , and in ſuch a Phraſe as they well under- 
fiood 3 trying their knowledge and feeling the Pulſe of their Souls. If he found 
them ignorant , or inſenſible of their Spiritual Eſtate , he would endeavour to 
awaken them by laying plain . Texts of Scripture before them , for their Con- 
viction, 


— If he met with humbled, and burdened Souls, or ſuch as were Babes in Chrift, 
he would gather and embrace them as Lambs in his Arms , and gently lead 
them to the Wells of Salvation, If at any time there happened to be a mixt 
Company at the Table with him; ſome ſerious Chriſtians, ſome Profeſſors at large, 
his manner was to be very free and pleaſant in Diſcourſe with them , which 
cauſed them all to give great attention to him : Then might you have ſeen 
how ever and anon the Hony dropped from his Lips while the Company 
were hanging on them. How skilful he was in dividing the Word of Truth aright, 
giving to cvery one his Portion, and how wiſe in winning of Souls. 


——If he obſerved any to take the boldneſs from his innocent Mirth and pleaſant — 
humour, to incline to vain and frothy diſcourſe, he would very dexterouſly turn — 
to ſome more profitable matter, and (as occaſion was given) afford a fcrious reproof, — 
tempered with much kindneſs and Love to their Souls, which was uſually well ta- 
ken at his hand. 


—— If his occaſions required his ſtay a day or two at any place, he ſeldom departed — 
before he had Preached to the _— And he found by much and long _n——_—_ wy 
that 


Holy diſcourſe, 


= 
_ 
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that a plain way of Preaching wasthe moſt effectual cothe ends for which that: Or+ 
dinance was appointed , and therefore he conltantly uſed it, even in the Colledge 
and Univerſity, tho he could cafily have appeared in'an cther ſtrain , had he pre- 


ferred an Airy Reputation with'ſome, before the work of his Maſter, and the real 
advantage of his hearers, | 
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than chi Geitlemen, of whoſe Lis we hall now: give 
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| — rr nmr nn nn ne— 
rook Commiſſions to ſerve in the Wars of the Low-Countries, where they did very 
eminent po and all of them but one (who returned and dyed a Batchelour of 
Eighty years old in England) dyed in in the _ and ſept in the Bed of Honour, He 


had four Sifers, all very gracious 


all married to pious Husbands. 
His Fathers His good Father ha ving preached Women, and mantel Thankggiving tor the coming in 
_— King Fames, in yes wx 1693, au phe fo re a cold by ir, that he dycd the 


next day, leavin ears 
His Taclinati- - From a child Som Was: Son or R ingenuous _— jos rernpet ; what the Greeks 
wore Fm ingentum, inbred 


—__ 
ons when © call wpiter, ood nature, be ED . 
young. connate word Was: and gave ffrong hopes of his being 
Fw o_ arrive.to.any excellehcy, unleſs nature 
and Induſtry. Cath to build upon. 
= ſparks of a generous Life hid and aid 
ETC Art z ory Plato expreſles them, quedam 


ec ved Mg ation ruſt cultivate and well water, 
ny nan 


dic _— ed in this Child when 


Loy way muſt od 
up by nature, which arcy 
emina a, 
or elſe no great things 


His Love of ——There were many. p bs © greatand go 


A ED ts 

ng put t®. a natural bookiſbneſs, anc | To ſearc OW 

School, The Philoſopher adviſes Es I, 3 thoſe propenſions of thei 
Childrens tempers z ane | 2 his death-bed laid a particular 


command on his Mot 1} = ; Foto and adviſed, that he ſhould be 
put to School, and educated _ the moſt famous School- 
maſter of that age. His. Ounc hin of yery great parts, and 
moreover, (which is yot orditarily joung en of A be he was very 
ſedulous and induſtrious ; B wr advintages it came to that before he was four- 
teen years of Age he was lent to the Univerſity, with eſtimony from his Ma- 
ſter, Thar he was the beſt Scholar that ever went from that School, whereof he had 
been Maſter near JO years. 
A work of —— This could riot but be a great comfort to his Mother ; but thete was ſomething of 
God upon his angher kind, which.rejoiced-her h more ; and. it was this, that Ged was pleaſed 
— to begiti a work of FRugth his h ay early and betirmes, by awakening his Con- 
_ ſcience by the terrours of 20A .DY owing, 4ſincere repentance upon him 
thereby, and by m_—_—— an in him; and all this done by the mini- 
= { the word p p—_ by Me roy wa, then _— Haverill : 
. . . Ward bad anſwered "ir bi Bapti alwaFs an heartyove 
' WhoPreachin ng one Lordstlay upon Zachens his conver; and ——_— Za- 
cheus his faur refthexion/ i in caſe of rapine and-extortion ; he uſed that 
; expreſſion in that caſe, -to-wit,! Non dimittitier peccarum* niſs refituatier ab , that 
is, no man can expect pardon from God of. the wrong done ro anothers ws GKCEpt 
he makes full reftitution:to the wran ——_ __ it Sy poſhbly be done: This 
was as2 dart diretted by the hand of God to the heart of our young Schovt-boy 
who together with one Foln Trigg (#tterwatds a famous Phyſitian in London) had 
oa. ol week before,” cobbed the Orchard of one Goodman Jude of that Town, and 
ed their Pockets as well as their BeNties, with the- /poils of a ell and 
Reftjzation or and ++ Sermon he mourned much, and took not ary ſleep all the night fol- 
— king 10 ham, &s ndcarly _ the ny morni - went tO his —_—_ Trigg, and i. 
was then going to Goodman Jude's to = 
620 jon #f%r-tor three penny worth of Pears, of vhickhtaind weed 4 Pee 
eating ha if the thing were conſe Canon ac Farm. to yo wer 
Serary boots Maſter th z and that tpatedh would folloy Ww) did - 
earneſtly frive to divert this poor Child -from his pagpo ed pork but Fairchugh 
m—_— that God would not pardon the fir except refitarion was made ;- to which 
Trigg an{wer'd-rhus,: Thow t like a foo! Sam, & God widl:forgive us ten times; ſooner 
than old Jade will as once : But our Samuel was of another mind, and there- 
fore he goes on-to_Fade's houſe, and- there told him his errand nd ofer'd him n 
feilling, which Goldman Jude refuſing (although he declared [the orgiveneſs of the 
wrong, yct) the youths woxnd {marted the more thertby, ſo that hei could 
- until he went to his ſpiritual Father'Mr.' Ward, and had opencxhww lit whale 
' Pate ofthis Soul, both upon the account of thi particular {m and-many cher, © we 
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molt e/peczally, the fin of fins, the original bn and depravation of his natzre. Mr; 
Ward received him with great affettion and tenderneſs and proved the good Sama. 
ritau to him, patiring Wine. and Ott into bis wornds, antwering all his queftions, Gatil- 
fying his fears, and _ eſus-ro him fo fullyand effettually, thar he became a 
true and Ee Conzert; and-dedicated and devoted himlelt ro his Saviour and Re- 
he a thejdays: of his lifeafrer. 


a CO EO 


he: was recommended ' by a friend of his, one ae Ents 
Mr. 4 Aon yato Mr;: Berry © fellow of QueensCelledge, to whom he went; and ye an $3 
having.delivered, "Ateyhener,” nd err tma humble confidence) as 

l-gve.to ſpeak, a'frw-words —h and-the1 informed him rhat *he was the 

of, a worthy Divine who dycd- ;: that he had continued at Schootever 

liace, and rhat his eller Brethren catricd away-almoſt all his Fackers Eſtate with | 

chen1 into the Low-Conttreys; © thar he Tod bur ictle ro-ſpend, and not any thin 
o'fecominend him to a Tutowr, bur the -—t_ he had obrained in the Gree 

«ud -Latine 4s and; (whichhe Was mug to promiſe) further diligence in his | 


Pl 2 NE gheartul: obſerudace of the: commands of any Gentleman, whorwould < 
He mr ets might\ſeem a grear piece of impudehce, that | 
£2 addrefshernielt ro: fo-Reverend a perſon ;, bur ir was the repo 
Rin had poem He wade: .chat-made him hope riow to fin q\ 
| 7 — other perlons had experienced ® wer goodriels at all 
Fig Y': 

-— Mr. KEE was in rnhiwy V kind arid good n y pleaſed : 
K+, Py ourh deliver himicif o-banthy, an yer hs j; be heck po | him, 
poſed hi {f.n.alt Schobl Authours both Latine and Greek, an 
4 ps ter wma otbarturhoſe es, —_\- be if 7 De gR im Fray i his IJ 


m—_— e-of him, he or as 5 -— 


D#\accor ho had 
Ken Ree 's here yr yum 
TR ' one ;Sthdy empt; mor TUE 


ark $chotars' had beert Fs Jeed x 
'2 Bed in y on 
bra ro:#udy there, unit! Cvcher ſlidy, d be-, 


6 # If.40, Exera- ©7167 
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poves void. 


ordigary L "Thu Hen pcs ut he Was ad-, --# x1 
end and hnwSradent vie ho TE T Tora. F aj EOENT 
He. had not above 'two yrats' in' cer Lor on _ 
geſt San. of W:lam Earl of Narthanipton, "was. defied wrt rite is : nn 
that'Colledge Mio 1. T he Exndwould xeeds have his Son ave two'T' - 4 Swb-eurour+: 
Md oceh pope deer Fon henry: ts Bibop If Pegs. for hs Bans 


tough, was cholen by, the Earbtor his head Tyrour, ani the: Ear! wrore to Dr. 29d Pr Dalel's 
TndyJl/to.provide a pal omag who: might converſe 'with the young BYE and —_—_ 
ihe care. him, as. often) as Ar, "Towers was ablent. The Maſter was ch 
"Deanery of - A wich ſome Fedfows of the Colledge, where ht teeerved th 

[ror whic --had no: fooner done,” bur he conclide+ with himſe 

Fairclwgh.” a molt fit perſon for” ahls place ; the next day Rane ac 


lor; hum go. LS cold hiln thar he muſt write immediardly X'Latine DOR, Fe 
Eq,” and tharejn ofter hisService-to the young Lord, hoSca.” "The task' Was very 
#fient for oyoamg;a 4perion wo undertake; bur the imployme "ras YonreBB and and 
Frog FLY ant, Saltry.wasro be. Jo. per annum, ek a, door 
of profertuent was eraiareprant for the fatire, if his geninſhould rim fo 
tO trazel. with'the yourig Lordgor if his inclinetien ſhoul 
aitond- on. Earlas hott, art guerre Fenris at Co 
b; "Lynda Y zarimare fot hign, ard then ft him to cormpot ge kA il 
BY xfolf 2! As pad that weie! with him, atid ſome of Sokg wid of 
n*t nana L., where ins pany dined, bekire the Leer Whey in 
fri + as yy gone = the renowned Dr. Prefer, Was one 
of rhe Fellows Az Is Dean\and the whole Company were amazed 
wi Rs r[0y.x6a th hotk:for rhe mankneſ7 of the ſeriſe, 't the richneſs 'of the 
My V, the £ OR Roos theetegancy of rhe Larine, and bravery 
Yes \ gt but-Miz Prefon diſcerned eſpecially the feriouſnefs, ſobriery, 
ad 4 Cemns <5y that breathed in overy'livg 3; and _ that time he'received this 
ae young 
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your y__ "_— ſomewhat his Junior) into intimate Socicty aud Familiarity 


The Earllikes _-The Epitle was fent by the Dr. to the Earl, who having read it, and obſerved 
che Epiſte, "Touch of — therein, |did rejoice thar his Son ſhould converle with, and in 
_——— many things be guided by tuch a Scholar, who although but young in age, yer did 
= Ar + money Imanifeſtly appear earned, grave and prudent beyond his years. The next day 
tohim; to therefore after the receipt of rhe Letter, there were many rich Goods and much Fur. 

try his 'pru- niture ſeft to this Lad to take care of, and orders were him further to firm 
dence #"d the Chambers with every thing that ſhould be wartivg. were ſeveral Trunks 
© ſcnt alfofull of rich Cloaths, and —_—_— the Keys of all which were delivered 
| to him, with notice that the Ear?s Sor would be ar the Colledge about three weeks 
after. This was done (and mention thercof is here made) becauſe the Ear? after- 
wards acknowledged, he did hereby make trya# of che Scholars temper, both as 

to his faithfulneſs, and alloto his diſcretion. 

_ Democritwobſerving wh ag making up of ROT bundle of flicks, when 
Was VE&ry young, More neat Wil greater iy ordinary, pronounced 
of him that (if he were ſet to School) he would certamly =_ an accurate Sc 
lar and a ſubtile Philoſopher ; and Democritas his judgment raken bur 
fail : ingly the Earl and findi 


> 


; 


fach an obſcryation) dil not | = alt 
things that were ſent , taken good care of, and all the money fecared, and alt 
things neceſſary provided he Fclared, not only his preſent ſarisfaftion, his 
great confidence, that his Son would be under excet/entr government, both as to his 
civil, and alſo as to all his mora/ concerns ; the Ezr! therefore two Broad- 

ieres imo this Sub-extoxrs bands, told hum that he' had made wye? of his pradence 


and faithfulneſs in his Stewardſhip about ſmaller and now he belicycd 


4 


e mighe ſafely truſt hin in ; and he would commit the 

ek Joret wet he arent Fran bebe in the world, w ths over at 

Towers and bimſetf: but (in track) the greatef care of rhe whot+ affair car th 
k own ; 


ſhoulder of the Sub-tutozr, in as muck as Dr. Towers was much out of 
the Sud-rutour being car#ant \ bad 


, 
4] 


; firſt come to Cambridge at the Commence- 
ich peel rc, apodberrays phrdege aye See 2 


oo nore}y 


with hin, but arguments at Zaf as turned his. ſmile into 2 
frown,ſd that the conceſt berween theVice-Chancelhbur and him had proceeded higher 
had not the Lord oz ofter'd, that he- would aft his owe pare, (which was that 


perſon ; Whole: | very 
His right —.-Thusdid this you chooſe to-loſe the ſmiles of the Court | 
choice. of the Vice-Chance/hurr, rather than to hazard the loſs the light of Gods counte- 


meaning of that ſaying, 'Popuiys me fibilaet, At mihi. platido; for indeed he 
waysa Thedrre ro himizlf, and: although\x could-n0t Mfr ioem' agere, a8 the 
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median, or v=ngpar play the by , cicher with God or men, or himſelf, _—_ 
afted always as one that was teſolyed ro die and go off the Stage of che world with 4 
well done good and faithful Servent ſpoken to him by the King of Kings, atid che 
great Spettator and obſerver of all men. 
_— However here was eccefor you wo many Scholars in the Univerſity, both to He fone 
- envy him that he was preferred to the bor of atting, ard to admire li Jff-demiap uanecd 
, hh am —_— the __ bue i - y_w Wt he OT excited a gene rae? per- 
-* as acquaimance comver fe 1 Pr n—_— ſous. 

: of Mr. Davenant, afterwards ores ow 


ledge, = od _—_—_ bur now divers chem tha that were = 
nent for _— ro . - Biſhop awer's hereupen —_ 
told lus bein 4 # ;, bur ic nem hcch rack —— __ 
terwards di 


þ afetin: Dr. 


wp pc yer prmberi She ror of Religion © 
all uninſlituted forms, as the Sou! IPVErnathe 4 the members of its owe: 
them when; or how it ets 


dc&cafipo; withont: conftanc 
hom orfiny (6 young. Colts may do for a time)! bur.nomary v 


ſo amunte, 
_—— One icaiar occafion of note micraz Ganthingi 
oneof the Fellows of Pertbroke-Hall; who in thoſe days catoe fiequerely 
Comptons , and' played with him ac Tables 5 and:in ſobg y 
was begun when t I enantd niceheheirfpore 
both parred' not without an: agreement to: nicer the next mornings v 
to both) proved to be a-Fefivak tad ke ES Janie ) 


eng nomanaeene Lang h, (hed Bas 

ro rid ig and teplyod, & thar ke i 
then. but: Junior-Sophi fer, _ wo: | 
cumbent au{wer'd, that. hewonld deve hiewby pavirig ohh ow Cap 


SE with which n Pratt tt ome, 


tOOg 
gave charge and ary 00, 9 his und kepe fence, ute iwiee 
the Chak ld the Incumbent thr he had fe are on the! 


| ; prefer ancientey Lines _ rhofe 
that are later, becauſe rhe more ancient the more ſhort, 2nd molt proper i 6 
Devotion, ſuch werethe ancient furſum Corda, and apy Kypis Pere He dd A 


v8, = The Life and Daath-: 


greatly adneire how it camc to pals that in Primitive times, when afteions were 

molt -warm, the Church ſhould ther think impoſing of Lirtargies to be very inconveni- 

ent, and that our /eſs devayt ages ſhould* now fo rigorouſly enjoin ther, bur he 

would anſwer him elf thus ; that then Memberſhip of Churches was voluntary, 
#®  wheteas now ſince that men; are compelted to come tothe Table, it can be no - 

worder that they ſhould be: forced to cat whatever the Maſter 'of the Feaf fhall carye 

"them. | Ee 

He negle&.. Soon aftcr this, the «ſua/ time. came, (according to! the.cxyfom of the Univerſiry) 
his raking the of this Seygents taking his firſt Degree of Batchelour of &rt :* He' performed all 'hi; 
—_ of Aits and Difpntations in the publick Schools in reference, hereunto, with / gitar" ap- 
Art. plauſe 3 and hic face in the ;Schools to be poſed by all gd of Arts that would 
examine him; and his Grace:was paſſed in the houſe (as the Cuſtom) *is'; bur whe 
- the day camethat he ſhoulda y Commence, -and receive his Enfigns of honbr, 
he withdrew from the VUniverſityand went-into the Countrey, ard retuthed'no mote 
yatil Aſawedneſday (the day of Commencement): was paſt'; fo that?h& conrinued a 
Harry Sophiſter, (ſo called) ir being fiveryearsbetore he would have his Cap pur on; 
and being asked che reaſon hereof, his anfwrr-was, that he: came to- Cambridge to 
. Judy and gain Learning and Knowledge, and not ro Commence or take Deptees. By 
' bis thus degreding himilelfy he obtained a: mighty 4betry, ro read what-kird of Au- 
-* thars ht #/caſed-tor-a. whote-yearz he being abevelthe method of his Fanibrs, and: 
being not neceſſitated to goalorg with-the Graduates, who often en agen" firh Shi 
diesaz-thet.aremot fit for. - We'mult therefore look upon this perlon 's an Hergro- 
clite, being a pure Moreptote, andi#tvariably.cngaged in a way by 'Þ\n/t/f,. brig” ic 
was ſuch a Way as dit accompliſh him in all the 4rts.and/ Sciences of Logich, Rhere- 
rick; of Rebel:  Phyficks and Metaphyſicks, far keyard:the rate of others Thenexe 


He is invired Aker Whichthe Earlof Northampton deſigning to ſend his Son 4 Sex." Wiote 
by the Lord to. this Funior-Betdhefour, offeri _ the :priviledge: of.T wendy his Son! 
Compton tOU2- into France and Italy, unto which our young Graduate was very much inclired;but 
Ne rms.e 3 bis yertorbe En) was; That fo faraghe bad pmeer: over himſclthe did 'mbſt 

x 7 nc thankfty,gcrept of the Offer; but he was not his ove, he had at Mother 'yer -alive 


21's 22 conetnt he ſought, |and preferred it aboyc his own, with whom he would firſt 
5 ape, andrhentenrs prey 


— — 


© & 
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anſwer. 
In obedience -—LH8 | « with, madean anſwer fomething; like that of Jacob 
to his Mother #0 his, Sortgy-"Faſaph is not, and:Simeon tant,” and will ye take Benjanin alſo? Raphael, 
he refuſes it. {aithyſhe; :35 wht, Lawrence is.not, (theſe were che names of her twoeldet' Sons who: 
_— dyed in the; Wars beyond' Sea) and will :ye take Sanme/ allo » AU theſe things are 
— egdinſ me: and will bring my gray hairs with ſorrow to' the. Grave. She was ptoceed- 
— ing farther, buthe prevented her, falling upon his knees: and laying, dear" Mother, 
_ Womb my. izclinations are{trong, and'my defires great" to travel with-my Lord 
— tm ſuch Gompany,. and infiich an Equipage as I may now do, yet fince I ktiew your 
_— pleaſure, ] can aflure you, that 1:fecl already: far greater: ſatiefattion 'in denying. my 
_— epn,will for yours, than Fam furcl can any. way find in rhe Fourney, ſhould: it anſwer 
- 4H my defies and expetiations..s Hc thgins the next-day went to the Eay/s houſe 
u2-Nort ſhire, and begged his LordGips pardon'thart he could not ſerve him 
herein, and /acquamred- him with the reaſon which hindered his going ;- the 
whereof (he declared) he valued as great as the 'wages: Such an ;opportiniry 
— Travthwould have tempted moft Children.to'difobedience;. but there was one tempta? 
— tion greater than all the other that preſented. ic (elf ; for while the Ear/arid the young 
— Scbolar were diſcourſing, there was one Mr. Herbert in the room, whOOAY 
- Tord; call him'by the name of. Mr.; Fairchugh, Wy, to him and agfed- iow 
whether  he' was ' related | to: Mr. Hugh” Fairclough, > Citizen of London '5". heva 
{weted he 941, atid that his own Grandfather and the'Cirizen's Father,'were' Bro 
thers.” Hereupon Mr. Herbert catches him-in his Arms, and' cells him, that'it he 
ſhould now 774vel he would have an cx portanity of--going- into Traty; "a 
- of coming «0 ſuch preferment, as that (for his part) 'he ſhould value xiabove- for 
— thouſands of pounds; withall telling him, char Aexander Fairc/ongh theiS$dnof the 
— Giizen, was at thattime Seeretary to Cardinal Barterino atthe Court of *Riytey ({rox 
— whence Mr; Herbert lately came) and that Alexander Faircteugh/wasmn Wokigteat tt 
pate there, as he could raz/e:any man, -efpecially fo zeara Relation.! 51) 2-5 1577 
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But 


of My.Sawnwel Faikc lough: 


— Bur lover God and fedfafneſs.in Reuo were ſuch a byaſs upon this Scholars He eſteeras 
hearr, wt he profeſſed wg Mr. Herbert, that he i was-nomore moved With. this allure- 7ve Religion 
nan ad man, %ould-be tempted to-exchange a fair Epate for a Childs Rar- 00 Prefere 
73 he. 4 edged would-be yery great to a perſon thar!would have ” 
been Ne pos have 4p portion in thi,dife ; bur. for his part (he declared) he had 
choſen Ged for ule ion, and ſhould, cleave to him as long as he lived.” > 
_ Sudderity aleer x6 an was giyen him © Trave/, his- old friend Mr. The Preſenta- 
alinger er 7 $6 aa of the Living, of Halfon. in the'County of *ion of Halſen 
krone which Preſcnracjon he ſent toihinn; bur! Mr.'} TY bn 
ry 3 was nor, yet, KT 0 on receive wore Orders, or to be infituted and __ 
dutted into a. Living 3 ; Mr: Grouſe a w-of the Col- 


ledge, he.did the Infitution (in his own name) 
and to allow. 6 Le whole TEL che FYIOGAD. we his young Crate, and to reffore 
the Living to him ſo ſoon as 


At Ha!/on in the of = oh Monilry entred hich 19 encance © 
—- At Ha/on in the yery,,cener -Was w 
afterward POPE Hb 5 y ul ak the Ghurch of God { - why pony beck the Mi> 


—_ 


Congreg at if eSs ered t hear;him, than Meth of. rage rr wſtry: 

people ;adarring bogk hi repay great. rate, , Bur-when the rwo:- 
eajs were ores, and Mr. Groy/e, had. dufrats wan ag Mugkgtt had: offered ' — 

mn he. rdentation a Geeky Bile wht Lang owe Rallye {o' 
wile, as ris hinwelf, 0 hr Ne dt far't though lis Learn- 
ing and hogs ys = { oy ence uPbey om acceptable ro 
che whole.Corner Rooks Com yet.he.did think- hirnfelf nor 
of taking theicare of Souls: 


in Eje ,.2 man bd RF FINE 
bredteſt Scholar in t Carats chal in *p Hebrew ron, 
the knowledge ie aces paar was a = in that age than ir hath been of. 4zr 
and in which Language our yomng Diayes thoughr himſelf ſomerhing deficient, and —— 
now he refolyed ro perfett himlelf nz Which he ſoor did ; butnor yet contents 
ing himſelf therewith, he ſought greatly to accompliſh himſelf in al/ piccesof 
humane lirerature z in which his delight and-indufry. was ſuch, that having a me-- 
9a roportionable ro his deſign 3 it might have been — c of him whart-Phocius' — 
ec 


of Jafin Martyr, te So cage became--very Learned — 
wo hi y knowing e had UnCONyony, antfn conſi he whole Life & and buried' — 
himſelf in and Antigury and in..the know of all humane: Arts and; — 


Sciences, OG had not rouc _y his Conſcience by | mo ext of Sour. viz, _ 

world by wiſdom knew n## Go, w hich: wes one reatgradiagd lirating 1 

became thereby convinced that robiy fend too much time. in . 

Fro own nathral inclinations ; FE gs POR him that he was not born vg — _ 
Was but or publick « rf, e and ph | | 

1, _— rene. : ftream Ep I moth invo the Ghamtel of Dalnipy te hangs 

Ce grace now /o far prey im, © Was feng. | _ 
things aright.. It i = he — [Eddy Levin hve all humane things, ang ; Nis Sudies. 


of things temporal and med pnan4, _ He was bleſed 1 egg 
times, that many great Scholars learn too ate, ro wit, that the 
be wiſe . ſalvation, and the __—_— Learning i is to you the truth as it in Chrif. 
Feſus, -It is reported of great Hugo Grotius (righ the moſt Learned — 
perſon of his age) that Vw enged tis life with chis why !| vitam- perdidi " ane? 
nibil agendo, ] have loft ay life by being bufie. about trifies ; by whict trifles he une. 

p; 5 ata 
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nity, two for 


Lym Regs. 


— derſiced his le profirable Learning, fach 
pk tht fe np np, Bing a 


— like alſo is aid of the Learned $abnatins, that he left rhis. world, 
_T That he had b$ bis nul aka mayor time inf iy nm fry the roflingoprly 


Hand-maid to Hafor bur only as Hagar was into Abrahiegts, 
Divinity as he did qr $arah. 


c — He d yp FU in 
He alloes four afterwards atways = yy dapy Wie Work bo nd oo 


other Learn» ” 


He 1s called to 
be LeAarer at has: 


which he was cited to hs Biſhops Court, 
"Friend of thoBiſhope) rold rhe ( 


 Y 


Te  Lawaing frche pits kong of © pour any! ove far Tacky he 
— exchange all his Learning fort a one 
- — he named) who was ny re BR pe cre And the 


— how long or how ſhort faeuer be ſhould 1d alt his remaining days in read.- 

— ing and fuwlying the-Seiptures, cect of De y B/abns and Paul's Fpifles, 

hy, he, '® the Learning t wor witheut Piety and the true fe br of Ont, 
not 


—OQuzy young Divine was happy in har he fore, that akhough tude Learn- 


to be raken 1 
be the lolcef of our oft Aba 


ng is a good hand-maid ro Divinity, yet Do, ten 


days far _— and; but two far the ſludyingby rm 
Preaching { at any one partiatar plact) -yer'l ket 
uy _ in one place orranotherz.and a rodent fo mdved tre wa was fort 2 Be , 
— Ncar, Tad: bfpectally\ by Minifers'and Congregations 'Ol ;, 
— in divers.Counties. In mac bh by pray oe Preach a fer, Braintree, 
Walden and Thacked. - tv Syfak he " Sudbi 
Clare, incall which places his #axre and 
— {o as as any of 


Matket-Towns; 


is Auditors-ſhall bee 
many. $eats:ot his Miniftry: ' 
ln tho year neg. 11619. te Major of Tynwin 


d afve, for NF inall phe Oat gave him ks 


fo R's - andnine of che Aldermen of 
bm thr ti would co Moerthey 
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wendy? bo, Me +, Porter 


up. an $00 7.007 ques 
Wy he would give by 


Clark CE IE all 
their Leffurer. hopper ry 


wm No cherefore to Mr. Blac =p" vi wh Ni, and 
Give ccher land, BY ha > $uanss which ald be for 
great '1 OWN, ang | oppornm | ice 

mare and greater chan Clare. Bemzngnc [wes bo pan far 


PENIT envied 


new Left#y- 


a Fine 


er 


, Jos ws trou- 
per Lhe end ar ng he it ht ha d atthe 
andr earned and god5 ab: Flt phy 
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. day (whets the people conkd pe Ay obey err 
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one Mr. Rs of Cajus Cotledge in Cartridge, he obtained leave to return to 
his {\mallct at Clare. 
— Andnow reſolved. ro ft down Wn —- he conſidered about any ol his 
"condition and of entring into a married _ 
—Achi Gt coming ine dl. Blckrhyp arl iiddd' ob/erved nit OHly 2 gtcar Ne married 
Beatity, but a wonderful we + hnterndhy having ted for Ore Mr.Blackerby's 
yeaty with her he ad ern, thar as _ > pd bncps fre ſweer (14ſt Daugh- 
conyenativy, fohe ner ar nt rp and: wy fra pays - ber rd yin 
ſpcnonachy tatic in pruyer wee co adkE 
jeakelf 20: her Fathe?,. and hen-ro her Joop; which he OY rene bn 
conſents 1 and they were a moſt happy coliple, every may fred to each orher, _ 
rejoicing int ach ottuns lova 
--In che mean time the wrdef Gd x Clrob ar anion d by A eupten MES Sir Nat. = 
upon pe attend ; an ar- 
WE. es and thee teroWned. ned Kai, ir Xat hone! berry a <6 hw 
man Dus" ior ohm Sas 5 nr Leamnre nh Tre» 


0 divers mamacyer ; rang The ſailſt of th, L ving of 
00h; rg fm b ) the deaitres r/o s, the- Parrotv'3 I put- Bamardifton, 
A wid hgielf-ro-yaks Me: (if volley to be the t of 


that Pariſh,” called Bayrardidon, atter (fob) 5 be dn L 
bac Ft cl Lomb, area elrher rr 6 — 
account of choir Friends, atnonyft whiddwas — Weld, Whoafterwards Went 
imo New Engtand ; bur Sit Nathaiet Barn in would think of no yr bu 
the LoBture? of Clare, IT werent ned 
Ret eva 1h omg boars Ret were De. Gt wee rr 
Re wen bens by his own _—— Nb 45 Gih 

aan of 0 Leak adore Orr % Nika Genie 


bur his Predchting wanted of weight A 
eb ins it Six Nathaniel did regs Frales) 


IT 4:tew Tv 0 That the ear de ore PMlite to h meat; it was tio 
gonder that (when che Patron had 7 tO (4766 for Mmſelf) be ſhould feed or the 
beft diſh that was fairly within his \ Heteupori the Pre/ſerturion was erit to 
Mr. Fatrclaygh; arid becauſe the Revenue was but /#adl, the Patroii _ 4 
with it, whervin he promiſed that whenever atiy of His greater oe dry 

void, deproer of the grow than, it he wound atcept the ſHuller now. 7 ayerry 


ther did the bor for rhe fire, Þ fe Mr. Patrebngh; 
"St one Me 7 he #irder, 


t at C27; 


+ he thite 
"Thar he did 
— = hired, . becatſe 
chat God had Hiſld his Labours bees m SED Hig Ladies heart ; 


br 


the Dr. did Preach, 
— Lporimitity from ſuch a perfor Gn ſachs caſe) coukt'nor be” con ns, 

EO ; Who had ſpent ſore years ind the Wotk of an Evangel; 

gnarans ly te dowbt, whette he } dorie well, ir-nor upon him 

ome Pale, ny rhany places Having beet before & hits 

now (in ſome ſhort : £1069 temoved and carne tothe T ow: of of Rene, whe 

he confartly Preactied rwice evety Lords day, atid Abe | rey Fi 


Preached a preparation Serinion for Pie Sacrament of Gs { po. ' Hetehealf 

ar hl 1 king et old; ont parmrg (as 

opporturiity allowed) to his Lives jo Apr ws ire mak > 
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= "The Life and Death 


we viſireth lick Preaching alone, bur he went to all che Houſes in Barrardifon (they not being 
every Family pany) once every moneth, and diſcourſed there with his People about the State of 
= ce ons and gave them aſſiſtance, and counſel! and direttion according to their 
once in the geve 
month. preſent caſe and condition. | | ” 
— —Hedid compare publick Preaching to ſowing of Seed. and ras diſcourſe he com- 
- pared to the Plow-mans harrowing, healing or covering the Seed, without whi 
Fowls of the Air, that is, a multitude of diverting thoughts, and. the Prince of the - 
Air alſo, the Devil,(by his temptations) wauld foon pick up the word, without fruit - 
or benefit. At another time he.com publick, Preaching to that Rain that falls 
upon many narrow mouthed bottles, greacſt part whereof falls belides the mouths 
of the Vellels, ſo-that they were rarely filled ; bur private intruftion and admonition, 
he would ſay, was like a mans taking a fing/e Bottle into his hand, and: pouring in 
water into it with a Fuel, whereby it was ſoon filled. | 
Ye is cenve. WV Diſt he was Miniſter here (which was not above five years) he was defired nor 
ned by the only by (oe People, bur by the Miniſter allo of one of the Pariſh Churches of Sud- 
HighCammiC- bury, that he would ſupply - the place of the. Miniſter, who was then: fick , one 
fion Court for [ ords day ; which was. granted/:- and- he Lodging at one Mr. Rugg/'s houſe in 
pens fr6 bat Town, he did inthe Sabbath Evening repeat both his Sermons un that Family, 
he Lodged in WHcTe were preſent diyers other perſons of the Town alſo. Hereupon ,one of 
Sudbury. _ other Miniſters of the Town (whoſe Congregation had been bur {mall tha After- 
_- noon) being . diſpleaſed thereat, did draw up certain Articles againſt this innocent 
-- perſon, as againſt a fa#ions, ſeditious man; apdexhibired them in the Star-Chamber, 
grounding - his accuſation barely: upon this 6 of his Sermons in the Family 
_- Where he ged :' Hereupon he'was convened before the Lords of the high Commi#- 
fon; where although he made a-Legal, clear and full defence, yet rhat Court being 
Arbitraryghe could not obtain a diſmiſſionz till afrer rwo years ce; the charge 
of. his Journcys, and the Fees of Proftors, . Advocates and Councel did ſwallow up 
(thoſe two years) the whole ptofit- of his Zttle Hving; and be had continued longer 
in trouble if Sir Nathaniel Brent (his chief Councel and Adyocate) had not at /af 
humbly petitioned the Court in the name of his Client, that the buſineſs mighr be 
referred tothe Petitioners Pioceſan and Ordinary.at Norwich ; which being granted, 
___— a good number of Jacobufes procured a certain Lady in Norwich to gain ſuch a Certifi- 
cate from the Biſhop, as obtained -* yum: 44 | 
The Devils — But that foremenrioned attendance upon the Court, and the gaining this diſchar 
remprtarion from his Ordinary in this manner, viz.” without any perſonal artendance- upon 
conquered. Biſhop; did bring him very much into Debt ; he had alſo four Children then born, 
and he looked for more. The Devil did now therefore hope ro inſnare him by his 
temptations z and he was yery buſie with his ſuggeſtions, prompting him to fear, leſt 
that his Common ſhould be over-flockt, and that he might continue long in- Debt, which 
was athing yer burthenſome and affiiftive to him, as it is always 'to- an ingenuous 
Spirit: bur was pleaſed to increaſe his F aith in proportion to the occaſions that + 
were given him for the tria/ thereof ; and'he hath recorded it, as an af of ſpecial 
grace towards him, that at that very time when he was moſt concerned-(about his 
new contracted Debt) there was a ſtrange impreſſion made yon his ming, by tha 
Text of. Scripture, the 2 Cor. G. P a wor NG of F-prrwnny ” he 
as poor, yet making many. rich, 4s baving nothing, yet poſſeſſing all things. Upon 
wha words, this bY thas paraphreſe in his own thoughts ; if Spiritualybe 
berter than temporals, what need I then be affifted at worldly want 2 for ſince God 
hath given me a Treaſure of ſpiritual comfort in himſelf, with which I have (through 
Grace) enriched many others; there is yet #andoubted/y enough /eft far my ſelf to 
live on all my days, and abundance moreover yet to ſpare. While he thus muſed 
the fire burnt hotter and hotter within- him, ſo that he was forced to give himſelt 
vent in ſeveral Sermons 4 For very Text; and in the handling thereof he /o ſhu- 
died the. excellency of the Life of Faith in the want of Creature ſupplies, that the 
Devil was not © yengulhed in his pre/ent aſſault, but was alſo ſubdued ſo; that 
he never dared to tempt him in this kind after to his dying day. 
mis Diary was — And this account we haye from his own Diary, whit he ay conſtantly, from 
begua at 20 his age of twenty years, and (daily almoſt) wrote dowrin it a full Hiſtory of all 
years old. God's dealing with him, and of the daily frame of his own heart, and of Satans 
temptations (and of che afſitances of Gods Spirit in them) and his viftory over thems, 
A great part of his Diary. is penned in the Greek tongue, | but the greatef part of it is 
writ 


- 


of My. Samuel Fairclough. | EY 


—_—c 


= in elegant Latine, all which haddelerved to have been intir t Printed, Had not 
thereof been bo in the many frequene removals of his d otes and Þ apers ; 
wed oth now next follow relating to his remoy al from Barn4rdifton to Ketton, 

's : ending wholly from his own hand; and it was thus : 

——Dr. Gibſon (who was Incambent '6f the Ref _ of Ketton) had ſore” Friends az His removal 
Court, who gave him ſome hypes; that ith caſe he would'come tp to: London, and *9 Kerron. 
Pericion to the theri Lord Keeper for a Preberdaries place, then void in Norwich, he 
might (by rheit mediation) probably obtain ir. Up went rhe Dr. -hereiipon, bur. ir 

pleaſed God to «fftitt him ſo ſoon as ” be taine to the City, with a ſevere {ick 
wheres he ed. News hereof was preſently ſent down w the Patron, Sir Natha- 
nie! Barnafdt and it was foon abtoad in the Countrey. The would 
tave ſent. Preſencation of the Living inmediately to Mr. Fairclugh, but his 
Lady adviſed him to rs it a while, fo att might be given «> Pets: 
_ and a trial mighc be made, whe rg yoioon would re-mind his Pa- 
the Promiſe whith was made pry oben to Barnardifton, yea of we the 
Patron rherefore dela " till afrer he heard of = cops” ner: Interment, but no Peri- _.. 
tion came 3/ and the Parron knew Mr. Fai#chingh too well qld wont oy Fm = 
3 Sor: OF but young) with | 


ro , 


a he Ts 


” odated's ns hs, be 
ieprnrnd by cbs Parvos: bs" Be Af ient, becauſe at 


ing to Barnardi/lon, the People notice that he was , Far there but for a 


wit IY PP SUIT" 
the Rettory of Kertor, was procured'by the Patton from the "of rhe Dioceſs, as granted 
the Inftirurion into Barnerdifor had been before, nam ott the Incumbent's —_— 
taking the Oath of Canonica! Obedience, or tus fi ption to the three Articles. 
ELIE weinvcs ah mASE but it was done both times without 

arp thier pm Andchusnow was he ſertled in 
mo in the 


of Suffolk and comfort of all pet borh- 
in'Town'and Comeny\ {Sl the gra oy an comb ed roi 
ceptive, whereas the former Church-of Barnardifton was very mall and ffrait. Mul; 


tirudesnow therefore throhged to be liis'A and were {o to Lie yy opens 


 advantageand delight. ENCE and thirty of of came 
to Ketton, nd bo ued near five and cond. ) ll Stick dhe (Erving 
« lixls Inervel by of ſickneſs) he ago; peach gate Led 
lides his daily LO bl 
Perl 


10 de one other rad, memory 2 power able to treaſureup memory. 
_—_ ops $bLe ptr dons co "ix bath ſen, and being — 
cortcived' Farms'and EGS of gre dere it never ſaw, and to 
bs x be mart Speer wane. ons Aa x 
2 upon 
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(upon occaſion, to call cycry of them forth from their dark h:dden Abyſ,; and to rank 
them in their due order aud place them in the /ight. This, to that cr, was very 
amazing, and in ſome inſtances indeed it is very wonderful and miraculous; and ſuc 
wes the power of memory which wastound in this perſon. He ſcldom- uſed any 
Concordancey for there was not a paſſage of the whole Scripture almoſt, that could 
be mentioned to him, bur he would tell you nor only the: Chapter and Verſe, but 
the place of the page where it was Printed: in the Bibles of Barkers Edition, (ot which 
only, he made ule of near ffty years t er) reading over the Bible four times in 
a year at the leaf ; ſo rhat it might be ſaid of hint, that he was a waking Bible, both 
as to the Letter and Spirit, ..... | 
aIndccd hc was furniſhed: with all rare intelleFual parts, he had a quick invention 
a lofty fancy, a ſolid judgment, . which caſily and readily weighed che nature of all 
things,” and conſtantly caft the ballance on the ſide of truth ; he could dive into the 
batrom of the moſt abſtruſe marrers,; and Fetch truth from thence; and having di/- 
covered it, he did always cloath his qppepmanyſons of things, with the moſt clear atid 
moſt fl! and proper expreſſions, which they were capable of, "2% 
His Thurſday *His Thur ſd4y Lefures (the Licence whereof was purchaſed at a great rate) were all 
LeRures were Conciones ad Chrum.and thoſe Diſcourſes deſerved to be ſocalled,borh for the accuracy 
Concioner ad — (of them,and alſo becaulerhey - rar ans Preached toſo great anumberof the Clergy; 
Clerum. all the Miniſters (for many miles compa ) coming coptantly $2 hearthem and there 
were frequently hot leſs than ter or twenty Scholars (both Fellows of. Colledges and 
orhers) trom Cambridge. Indeed he was a man mugh acquainted with God, and. 
with his-#d and wil. Ic might befaid. of him, thathe had the mind of Ghrift, and 
had alfo the tongie of the Learned, and was able wo opprels himſelf with the greateſt 
zi/fxola, imaginable. ik 30 A OY | 
An excellent. _— He: was 2 moſt profound Divine, and one of the beſt 'and cleareſt Expoſitors of 
Expoſitor of þo/y 1Yrit, Which that-age produced. It was an expreſhion uſed concerning him by 
Scripture. Porcat Scholar, ſomerimcs Fellow of, Magdalen Colledge, who was {cldom abfent 
from any of theſe Leyres, thar he would not ſay of him what Cicero ſaith 


His great 
parts. 


of Plato, That if Ji/piter were to diſcourſe, he would.do it in Plato's Language 
; , do it in 


yet he would venture to ſay, Tharif Angels were to. Preach, they would 
airchughs Stile. More clpecially he ſaid, he loved him for his gift in _—_— the 
Scrixtures, Which hc did:ſo clearly, and fo fully, that whatever Text he did under- 
take to Expourd, he did fo extraft the whote meaning of .the Holy Ghoſt from: it, as 
that he left never a drop of Spirit behind, which would cither naturaly flow,or could 
tolerably be ſqueezed thence, ' B&G ot 56 
His reaſon of --He had a moſt metaphyſical head, and a y ſearching mind after truth, greatly 
nor Printing delighting himſelf in- ſtudying the, nature of incorporea! beings 3 but above all, in 
divers exce contemplating the Divine Attributes and Eſſence. He was very much read in all 
tentdiſceiirſes ,4,,;hors that did treat of ſuch Subjefts as theſe; and in his private Studies, he did 
. . . rompoſe and write divers excellent and c e "nook 2ap about the Sou? of 
Map, the light of nature, the feats of the Will, cogether with a learned diſcourſe 
about the Decrees of God ;- which he was very much importaned to have Printed ; 
bur: he could never be perſwaded thereto, giving this rea/on of his denial, ro wit, 
Thar formerly, the Czvi! Wars, and- of late, the great Tmpoſitions upon mens Fuig- 
ments and Conſciences (about ſome things which, were judged anlawful, and: many 
things doubtful and diſputable) had drawn too:many (even of the Learned part of 
the world)' into faftions and p4rties, and had bred ſuch animoſities berween: them, 
that few Books could meet with impartial Readers. 
He ſtudied ron his Lords-days exerciſes, which were ad-populum, to.a plain Countrrey' People 
te pr mag of his .own and Neighbour Parithes ;. he very rarely Preached abour ariy. contro- 
YT the pain» zerted point, and did never ſtuff his Sermons with nice ſpeculations and intricate 
; diſputes. He Joyed not to-meddle in his popular Sermons, with thoſe points that 
lic aut of common reach, and were apt to perplex honeſt minds. He induſtriouſly 
ftudied p/aimeſs, therein following both the pattern and example of his old acquain- 
trance the Reeyetend Archbiſhop Uſger, and the ſpecial Counſel and Advice of his old 
friend Dr. .Prefon, who diſcourſing with him ar his firf entry upon the Miniſtry, 
cold him, Thar although the Ancients did place the of Venus and Mercury 
in the Temple of ApolÞo ; thereby intimaring, that no man could be a per fwajoe 
Oratour, who did not join elegancy-of fancy wah ang? of reaſon; , yet it was Dr, 
— Prefon's Jldgrhent, - That that man was the.beſt Preacher, vyho delivered Goſpel 


truths 
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truths in the plaineſt Scriprural expreſſions ; and ſuch a Preacher was this Reverend 
Divine afterwards all his days. + SE 
_ His great delign in his Miniſtry, was firſt ro awaken the Conſciences of obſtinate Thar their 
ſiners ; and then ro make known to them the way of ſalvation. He underſtood Conſciences 
his buline$ and crrand very well, and accordingly ke endeayoured rqapprove him- — . 
ſelf fairtiful in the delivery thereot. He coury law that Souls were crcernally loſt, 
if they were not convinced of their ſinful ſtare by Nature, and were not renewed in 
the Spirit of their minds through Grace ; whareyer-theretore he judged moſt pro. 
perly conducing thereunto, he made uſe thereof, always chuſing and infiſting u 
ſuch ſubjefts as were moſt concerning, and of greateſt import ; which he handled 
in the moſt convincing manner, a elivered himſelt with ſo much clearnefs, that 
alchough hisStile and L was far remote from common talk or vulgar mean- 
nels, yer he would be ſure to trive ro accommodate his expreſhons to the capacity 
of his Hearers, and would floop to the weakeſt and loweſt form of them, His great — 
aim was to inſtruft the ignorant, which he found a very hard work to do. He — 
ſought not to ſhew: his own parts, or ro make himſclf admired, for that he found 
was a thing hardly to be ayoided.- He always eſtcemed it berter to ſerye God in 
al things, than' ro ſerve himſelf in any ag. He knew that ſoft and inticin 
words of mans Wiſdom would noc. fave Souls ; balking therefore all oemocke 
Complements, he would make bold to pull and ſnatch (as it were) ſinners, as brands. 
our of the Fire, by any ways or means he could think of.._He was one of thole — 
Puritan Preachers, whom Prince Henry loyed to hear, becauſe (aid he) ſuch Preach- — 
ing goes next the heart. Dry. Lloid, mens words, p. 139. 
He always proved whatever he detivered, with the greateſt rationa/cvidence and Hedemonſtra- 
Scriptural argument ; and his DoQrine being thus frenonſly inforced, came from him _ y *-v 
With great authority, and did ſtrike a very great ave into the hearts of his Hearers. fourtett rea- 
— None conld be his Auditor, but that he mult needs perceive that he was ſent of God, fon and Scrip- 
and that it was 70 other than a meſſage from Heaven that was delivered ro them, by tural Argu-. 
him, which did greatly awaken the drowfie hearrs of ſome, and refrained the Spirits 9<m% 
"of others, who were haſting unto raine 3' and influenced all njen (almoſt) one way or 

other : Such as were god!y bed aragy WR and built up in'their holy Faith. "To 

humble and tender, and broken e was 4 very Barnabas, a Son of conf#lation. 

He had a rare facuty in preſtribing to the eaſe and cure of wounded Spirits. He knew 

how skilfully to ſearch the wound, and to. pour either Vine or Oil in accordingly 

and to apply the moſt Soveraign balm in its moſt proper, time and place. He had 

A of the things he ſpake, and choſe Lefſons thar come from experience uſu- 

ally make great impreſſions upon others. He doth write moſt effeQually who doth 

67 vv Caoifery # opheyar, dip his Per in his own Soul. Hence many that came ro him 

drooping and full of fears, went away from him comforted,” eſtabliſhed, and filed 

with all joy through believing. It is fad of Pericles, that he ruled all Greete by the 

power of his Oratory ; the like might be faid of this great 'man thar he did even 

govern the minds of his Auditors as he pleaſed. He was able ar all times to find our 

and ſer in order, both ſuch acceptable words, and fuch cogent reaſons and motives as 

did command a regard, and force a complyance ; ſo that he was as another St. Aufin, 

and did dominari in concionibus; ating —_— of a Prince or Soveraign, ſpeaking as 

ohe having axthority (under his Maſter) and not asthe Scribes, _ Angry gh 
—In a word hedi = ak of God' 25 cncatedby 2 nagiry Fae having He preached 

both a real in fenſe of what he delivered, and fo great a chre of bs peoples 1s ad 

Satvation, as that he ſeemed to be reſolved to take no denial from then... He Was 1... © you 

head 
hearts 


wont to ay, That when the heart of a Miniſter is truly inflamed with love to his and 

peoples happineſs, it is then impoſſible but thartheir expreſſions and exbortations ſhould of his 
very tively and warm, whereas the coldneſs and flatneſs of ſome mins diſcourſes, Hearers 

is ſuch 4s their words ſeem (as it were) to Freez berweentheir lips, and docvidence 

how dead: (or luke-warm at beſt) their izward affetions are to the. things of God. 


eternal ſtare, the love, mercy, grace and goodneſs of _ revealed in the Golpel by 
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ceſs In con- 
verting ſinners 
from the error 
of their ways+ 


— [Ic might be faid of him, that in his fiſhing 


Greae *Re- _— God indeed 


formation 
wrought 1n 
the whole 
Town. 


God po - 
n him 
efravedinary 
meaſure of rhe 
Spirit of grace 
and ſupplica- 

tion. 


res ——Upon himſelf God had 


with the comfort as well as neceſſity of an holy life here in order to a blefled ſtare 
hereaker. Theſe are things Which do properly influence the mind of man, 
and arc k i to, perſwade ; and with theſe were his Sermons greatly filled and im- 


pregnat 


gis great ſuc-._ And by the operation of the Divine Spirit they became very.effettuals multitudes 
y pct Few + ters has 


being wrought upon, and rwrned from the errour of their ways. 
, upon this account ; ſo that ( ſmce the Apoſtles 
ntal in ſaving Souls than he. 
he went not forth with a fngle 
Angling Rod, totake here and there one (which isall the ſucceſs of Miniſters of late 
days) but he made uſe of a Net, (as the Apoſtles did) w he multi- 
tudes at once, great numbers being added, not only rq the viſible, but alſo to the 
inviſible Church of God by his Labours. He left in his Diary the names or ſows 
hundreds recorded there, who had all expreſly owned him to be their Spiritual Fa- 


ſuch cauſe of rejoycing as he h 
days) there was ſcarce any perſon miore wiſibly i 


ther.and the proper means of their fir converſion,and of their future Salvation as 
hoped 3 and in that -Catalogne mention is e of ſome perſons who _ 


him, that the fir work of Gods Spirit which they diſcerned in ves, Was at 
ſuch times as they wete joining with hin in his Prayer before Sermon ; wok 
being the mouth of the Congregation, he confeſſed ſuch fins as he ſuppoſed ſome (a 
leaſt) of his Congregation be grey of; and ir ſeemsthe Spirit ordered his con- 
fellion to be ſuch, as reached the calc of divers that were preſent. With his confſeſ+ 
fion was joined as his uſual manner was) ſuch aggravetions of the hainouſnels of 
thoſe ing. thereby a prick was given to the hearts of the guilty, ſo as ſome could 
not but follow him home, uſing the fame words of the Converts in the As, Sir, 
What ſhall T do to be ſaved? © & 
had given him a mighty gift in prayer, and God did bleſs the uſe of 
both Prayer and Preaching to the\great benefit of his People. The Town, when he 
came firit to it, was very zgnorant and prophane; being generally Aliens and Strax- 
gers from the Common-wealth of Iſrael, and living without God in the world; there was 
not one Family in twenty who did then ca// upon the name of the Lord, or had the 
Worſhip of God ſer up in. it ; but ina ſhort time after his coming, he had ſo preach- 
ed to them, and {o prayed with them and for as there was not one 
in rwenty but profeſſed godlineſs, and the Governours thereof did daily offer up their 
morning and their evening ſacrifice conjtantly. 

poured out an abundant meaſure of the Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication. - Whatever cither gifts or graces were requilite to make that Ordinance 
of prayer acceptable to, or prevalent with God, were communicated to him in an 
extraordinary manner. He always poured forth his very Heart and Soul before God 
with a-great Faith ;, and from thence flowed a great freedom of expreflion, bur al- 
ways joined with the greateſt reverence and deepeſt bumilfty and profiration- of Soul. 
It was very afetting to diſcern Gifts and Graces thus in _comunftion. He well knew 
how to ſure his expreſhons properly to every parricular occaſion, whether he petitioned 
for any mercy to be ebtained, or did deprecate the removal or amotion. of any 
evil felt or feared; all which be L with great fervour and zeal, 
yet with ſuch intire reſignation and ſubmiſſion to the-divine will, as wr 0. all thingy 
it Was marie, that love to God and his Ghery, were the and. inwar 
principles, that, gave life and breath.to all his delires. He Rod 6 tendes heart, and 
Humiliation he diſco 5 and contritiop. of Spixit asdid 


? as.if he had been one of 


med-to. life and 
an the perivemance of they £ lical yd age - 
XP el elic fe! x 
gat, Zion, bur begged as one, and. more + AY Me 7 bebe hallew- 
Gy 299 that the Kingdom of his Son might come,. than eyer be. did for his own 
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_—— He prayed much for others, and defired the like from them ; which that he might His ſtared 
obtain, hc appointed Rated times, when he'and his Friends engaged to each other mes of pray- 
to Mect- together: at the: \ Throne of Gracez' which ingagement (on his part) was #7... 
/ritt;y performed. A Viktant once coming wo him, and the queſtion being asked, "OO 
whether he had-kepe the promaſe of mutual prayer, the perſon bluſhed 3 and confe(- 
led, that fome-omithon had happened on $#.part ; ro which this holy mad replyed, 

Well, but I have been true to my word ; and could cither this Table, or this Chair 
(ncar which I have prayed) ſpeak, they might witneſs for me, that for ſ-ven years 
together; I have made mennon of your: name betore God in prayer, (berween four 
and five of the Clock every Saturday in the Afrernoon) unlets hindered by extraor- 
dinary occaſions. ; via 99 | | 

—-As he was a man much with God in prayer, ſo he was one whoſe prayers God: Return cf 
did often (and ſometimes very 'ſignally)-an{wer. We muſt not tranſcribe the ma- © 

ny miraculons inſtances of 'that return of prayer Which he hath recorded; but we 

ſhould be greatly wanting. and deficient in our preſent work, if we did not make 

mention of {ome inſtances upon that account. 

——His wite, -about a year ater his marriage (bcing great with Child) became very His Wife ſ@ 
lickly, and continued very infirne, till within a fortnight of her time. He had all ved from 

along wre/iled with God very much -upon +er: behalf, and had ſpent much time in 2:2%int 

prayer with her ; but. now he was refolved:ro ſpend a day in Faſting and Prayer, — 
alone by himſe!f,apon her account; and his Wite did lee aparr the ameday forprayer by — 

her (clt in anocherroom: ln thedury hedidagain andagain mightily implore thegrace — 

and mercyof God for her,and catneſtly begged of God to appear in her behalf, that ſte -- 

might obtain mercy, and find help at-tke time of her need. In the Evening and choſe — 

of rhe day, while he was the ſeventh tame upon his kners, he heard a mighty ſbriek — 

abroad, (bur not far from the houſe) which he gueſſed to be the voice of his wife, — 

and ſo it was; for his Wite having ſpent alfo' moſt part of the day in prayer, did in — 

the Evening, walk abroad, meditating upon' the promiſcs of God, made to perfons — 

in her caſe and condition ; and contemplating of the infinite power of God, whereby — 

he was able to make good his promiſe 1n the greatef difficvlncs and diſtrefles Her — 

mind was deeply ingaged hercin z whilſt going by the fide of 4 Pond in an adjoin- 

ing Field, her 7. ſipped (o, as the tell over head-and cars into the water ; bur ſhe— 

ſhrickcd in her fall, which her husband hearing, and coming down haſtily, miſſed — 

her within doors, and therefore ran Fa haſtily to the Pond, that although ſhe had — 

{funk twice, yet he o__ her by the hand before ſhe ſunk the third time, and chere- 

by ſaved her life. This happened in the monerh of Oftober, when the Water was — 

exceeding cold z bur ir plealed God fo to hear Prayer, that neither her fall cauſed — 

Aborcion, nor the Cold produced any evil affett, but har (in due time) her eldeſt — 

Son was born, to their great comfort and joy. 

——And yer a more memorable inſtance of the anſwer of prayer, is that which follows His youngeſt 
concerning his pokngat en ; for whom, upon a Saturday, about four of the Clock pet's et 

in the Afternoon (which was one of his fatad times of Prayer for his Friends and O— 

Relations) his heart was much _— in panel (being then walking in the gy: any hurt. 

Fields, and pourng out of his Soul for all his Relacions) bur eſpecially for that — 

litle one, who was his youngeſt, and then about two years old. Thus Child (at - 

that howr) a Servant had taken up with her into the highef Garret of the houſe, and — 

ſer him by the w/1dow of the Room, while ſhe _ it, and fo careleſly negleted — 

to have her Eye upon the orgs rt chat - Child (lookin out - the dee _ 

upon a company of young Dacks, which were ſwimming 11 2 of water right — 

under the Calement) thruſt its-body (o far owt, as it fe/ down, and pitched firſt upon: — 

the Eaves of the next Floor, with that force, that ir brake above a dozen Tiles off -—© 

; from che place; and with them fell down tothe groumd ; but not into the Veſſel of — 

water, which flood perpendicular 'to the Window, bus exa#ly between that Veſſel — 

and a /arge Jogr which lay very near it, and upon which the mear for thoſe Ducks — 

was laid. ; Had it fallen a quarter of a on either hand, its Brains had been — 

daſhed our, either by rhe Door or Veſlel ;- but God, by the minifration of his An- — 

gels, (o ordered'it, that alchough the heigth of the place cauſed a dizzineſs, and a— 

ſwoon for 'a few- moments ; yerthe Child was no ſooner taken up, bur ately itf—— 

came to life again, and there was not the leaſt bruiſe or hurt inward or outward, no — 

not the leaſt razing of the very Skin by any of the Tiles chat fell with ir; burwith- 

in one quarter of an hour, it went up and down the Houle, as ir had _ jou” 

One. 
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done. Plutarch reports of one Clyfia, Daughter of the Duke of Tuſcany, who throw- 
ing her ſelf out os high Window to maintain her Honour, and to avoid'a Rape, 
the lengrh of her Garments gathet'd ſo much wind into them, as did greatly bear 
her up, and faved her life. P/xt. cap. 28. Paral. But'the length of this Childs 
Garments could not be any ſecond cauſe of its preſervation; for its Coats were 
tucked up ſhorter than his body 5 he being a but of a few Weeks 


ſtanding. | 
His ſenſe of b...  — MT Father looked higher than to any natural cauſes, of hisChilds pre- 
mercy. ſervation ; for when he was returned from'his wakk (which was neat half an hour 


after the fall ) at which hour he had prayed ſo earneftly to God for this Child ) 
being told theStory of the Fall, and having obſerved the heighth of the Window, the 
broken Tides, the poſture of the Veſſe/and Dyor, and the place where the Child was 
a up ſafe, he preſently called all his Family, and many of his Neighbours to- 
gerher, to join with him in giving God moſt folewm _ for his miraculous good- 
nels, and for that wonderful return of prayer (made at that infant) for thar lietle 


ONCc. 


His Thankſei-—The next day (being the Lords day) he Preached rwo Thankggiving Sermons in 


ving Sermon, 
and Thank- 
offering and 
Vow, 


A Pin ſtrange 
ly diſcovered 
in his younger 
an anſwer of 
Prayer,where- 
by her life was 
ſaved. 


- ſtances of hus Spirit, and inlergement of heart ; and the very 


blick, upon that Text, Pſal. 91. 11, 12. He willgive his Angels charge concerning 
-y to hs thee in all thy ways : They ſhall bear thee wp in their hands, that thou 
daſh not thy foot againſt a fone. And in the cloſe of the Evening Sermon ofthar day, 
he made and publiſhed this ſolemn Vow unto God, in theſe very words following. 
Brethren, after due conſideration of the gn uſefulneſs and poſſibility, as well 
as lawfulneſs, of making Vows in ſome caſes, anid of devoting part of a mans Eſtate un- 
to God (in a way of thankfulneſs) for mercy received z and after an humble — 
ment of my own weakneſs and nnworthineſs; I having imvocated the Grace of God both for 
ſtrength to inable me to perform this, and all other my Vows, and for Divine favour in ac- 
cepting me and it, through the Merits of Chrift Jefws; 'I do ſolemnly Vow and Covenant 
with God, and expreſly promiſe unte you, That I will give all the Tyth Wool of thewhole 
Pariſh, which ſhall JP become due unto me, during all the time of my future abode 
in thi ry = t be Pow Fra Pariſh, oe _ - cg? 7 amongſt them, either = 

nd, or the full value thereof in money, e the fr/t day of fan every year 
py towards their cloathing and maintenance. T ns Vow allo, be ded Rexiſter, arid 
ſub{cribe with his hand ; and did always moſt piowfly and conſcienciouſly, obſerve it' ©* 
vearly fo long as he was Miniſter in that Town. 
— Yea, he was ſo fully fatisfied and pleaſed with what he had done herein ; that- 
ſome years after he deyored (in the manner) all the Tyth Lambs of thatPariſh 
allo, towards the relief of the Poor, and that, upon this occaſion, viz. God having 
yet given him a ſeyenth Child, which was his laſt ; it pleaſed God (that when it 
was about half a year ol) it was gy troubled and aftifted with pain and: 
ſicknefs; which neither Phyſicians nor Chirurgeons could give any account of. Many 
eminent perſons (of both forts) had inſpefted.rhe Child, but could ot in the lraft 
gueſs ar (much leſs find our)-the nature of its _ or —_— Many Weeks 
paſſed wherein the Child /angaiſked, and did daily fill the Ears of its Parents with 
its frequent loud Shricks, with its confant and perpetual dolour. -The Parents 
hereupon did ſer apart 4 day of Prayer, ſolemnly to feek God in their Family for 
this poor affited Infant ; in Which Service God was pleaſed to give him! great afi- 
next Morning follow- 
ing, while the Mother had the fck Child in her Lap, and rubbed its naked head 
wich her hand, fhe felt a Pirto prick her hands at which very much wonder- 
ing, ſhe looked narrow/y into the Ear of the Child, and there eſpyed the ſmall end 
of a /erge Pin that was gotten very deep into it. It was very difficult to diſcern, 
the. end thereof, and more difficult to draw it forth, ( the head of the Pin being 
downward, and almoſt eaten wp with Ruſt ) but ic being pu/led our, the Child was 
pray 6: eaſe, and recovered its health and livelineſs, arid that in a yery ſhort 
rime. y other ſtrange inſtances of the anſwer of his prayers might be given 
which he always received from the Father of mercies, with great gratitude a 
thanktulneſs; but he contented not himſelf with »erba/ praiſes, without ſtudy- 
devoting 
ct; and his a4, unto God ; as a real Thank-offering, to his Divine Ma- 


ing, how |o expreſs his Jenſe of Divine Favour, by an exemp 
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——The work of Gad d hereby greuly ET in his hand, the whole Town was Kerten a par. 
more and more retormced iſh was a pattern ro all his rern eo other 
Towns and it was _— nd tha every Inhabicang of Kertox thould **ihes 
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*but while he wasalmoſt over zt, rhe Gate'6pened, and cauſed him;16 have a very 


but found no relef thereby. Then they adviſed him to change Air, and commen- 
ded untohim the Air about New-market. He wenr therefore and lived with the 
Lady Thornton, who had a Seat within A little more chan a Mile of that Town ; 
and God was pleaſed very much to bleſs that Air unto his Recovery ; ſo that ha- 
ving gotten a linle frength, he was reſolved to return to his work, and ts lay it our 
about his Mafers Service ; which he did do for near two years ſpace. _ _ 


morning, in his paſſage from his own Houſe rowards the Pariſh Church, he wenc 
over a Gate in his way (which he had been locked, as it was wont to be ) 


great fall npon his Belly againſt the Ground, ſo that . his Navel farted out very 
much, and a very great Swelling followed upon it. His affet#!onate Wife belceched 
him (thereupon) ro return home, and herake himſelf to his Bed; but he conſidering 
that his Con ion was at- that time, met, arid wafred to hear the'Word from 
his mouth; and finding that he was ableftill to wak, (althoigh not wichgur pain) 
he went forward to Church, and there Preached the roar part of rhat day, bur 
was forced to procure a ſupply for the Afternoon. e next day his pain increaſed 
moreand more z and although he loved nor to keep tis Bed, yer he was confixed 
therero' for ſjme _ and unto his Chamber for ſome Weeks, until he had pro- 
cured a Truf,,” which inabled him! ro Travel on Foot ; but wholly hindered ki 
from riding on Horſe-back for ſeveral years. Which affii#ion, though it was yery 
uncomfortable, in as much as it barr'd him fron that Recreation he only delighted 
in ; yet his not being able ro Ride, was a ſufficient Plea for hisnor appearing at the 
Biſhops Court ; and thereby it was providentially a means of his continuing ih his Mini- 
ſterial work, longer than probably he might otherwiſe have done. 


ted 9... For: (about this time) the Book of Sports was injoined ro be read, and many In- 


* 
Court at 


noyations Were creeping into the Church, which he neither did nor could ſubmit 
to ; and for this he was often cired to appear before the Archdeacon and Commiſary 
at Bury : But return and anſwer was a&vays given, that by reaſon of his Diſemper 
he was unable to Ride fo far. Hereupon m__y wete . drawn up againſt him; 
and the Commiſfſary had order to Adjonrn the from Bury, to the Parſonage 
houſe of Retton ; and now all perſons feared char he would have been ſuſpended, 
both ab Officio & Beneficio ; but the ' providence of God prevented it ; for, the Com- 
miſſary and Swrrogate (who were depured ro examine him) vere both hindered at 
chat rime by fickreſs, and none came bur the Secretary, and cne ke with hin, 
who did /iztle more than take cognizance of his bodily /zmenefs, and rhen-deparred ; 
leaving him in Zberty to go on 1m his work as formerly' he had done; it which he 
was tigent and conſtant; for although: he was ot well abi» to get up into 
the Pulpit for ſome years ,, yet he never failed, but always hed rwice 
ay LO ſitting in his Dek, and from thence delivering the [vely Ora- 
cles of God. | 


His Diſtew But over much ſtudy (after ſome time) had almoſt brought his firſt D:femper up: 
both bene Gn his for bis Spirits began ho decay, and DizzineG began. to ſeine his Head be. 


ſides the continning of the ſtarting of. his Navel) about which having conſi 

with many Do#ors, they all adviſed that he would go down in a Horſe-/itter to 
the Bath;which they counted would be a moſt proper and remedy for hum 
upon all accounts. Bur ſach a long Journey required more time than the Stacure 


doth allow to any Incumbent to be abſent from his place ; this therefore pur him 


——” upon Peritiomng to-the Archbiſhop for a Diſpenfation 3 which partly by money, and 


py raced 


pnegrn 


— 


' 


a_— 


Fleſh, Varro ſaith of Marexs Tillins and Marcius Maxim, that they were men 


partly by Intereſt of Friends, was obtained. And ir may be remembred, that one 
argument Which the preſenter of the ſaid Petition uſed to the Archlyſhop, was this, 
to wit, That His Lordſhip had no man dwelling in his whole Province who was © 


© like himſelf, as to bodi4y and face ; but none more unlike his Lordſhip in tem- 
per and opinion : To org the Archb: y Nha 


iſhop anſwered, is it ſo > Then ler 


m go to 
the Bath, or whether he pleaſe, for a/! me; and ſo granted his Petition. F 


His bodily I any perſon (opon this occaſion) ſhall deſire ro bave- ſome account of his 
pe 
form. 


1/mu wud m&, his bodily ſpe and form, let them know, he was a pretty fat and 
corpulent man, full-faced, of a grave majeftick aſpett, and had a very quick and 
piercing Eye ; but withal but by of fature : The greateſt Wits have lodged in lit- 
tle Bodics, and the bravef Spirits have been thoſe that haye been leaſt clogged with 


but 
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but two Cubits high : 1 am ſure that the Holy Ghoft it ſelt did give the great Apo le 
4 title of real honowr, borrowed trom the lowneſs of his Stature. In ſhort, he did 
wear ingeninm acutum in decente vagina, a ſharp wit in a comely body, although the 
Strutture was got high or lofty, yer it was every where richly furniſked ; and the low 
Ek ein ores: being obtained; be reſolved to' unden:ee his 

—— This Diſpenfation afqreiat 1d,” NC TCLOIVER TO Un e his Jour- 
ney to Bath, fo foon as cyer God ſhould give his Wite ſafe Deliverance, reform _— — 
ther with Child | bur this time never tame ; for his Wite (not going herfull time) yea. 

fell in Labonr,” atid brought torth'an Abortive Child, which allo colt her her own 


ie. u 9's T7 
F reat had been his AﬀeRjon to her at a// times, he friving to imitate,at leaſt (if He is blamed 
not equal) if *pothble, -his Lord aud Maſter Chrif ſus, 1n his loye to his Church. for his grear 
But now the mansaff:Rion did (in the opinion ot” ſome) a little degenerate, forrom for 
and torn into'dnruly pattion; and'"traly if-in any thing this holy perſon did deſerve reation. 
any teproofy” it was'in this, *©© wit,, Thar his grief for the lols ot this Relation, did - 
| a little too much dejeft him. *He'feemed'jndeed ro err in his love ; and ſome that 
| watched for his ha/ting, were; om chat they" could ſpy a colour or pretenceto accuſe 
him for-this his over-/orrow, gs they Glled it.*' Bur he had many thingzon lay in his 
own defence ;, beides that, ir the commer Gikovery of a ſweet good nature, 
and of an affett;onate diſpohtion, to” be r affetted, when the delight of a mans 
eyes, and rhe daily companion” of his /arrows and joys, of his trave/ and re , is 


taken from him. And are there not many Inſtances in Scriprure of great aff 
of heare for the loſ of Relarins} How did Ficab lament tor hisSon Joſeph 7 ne il 
the Saints in the g. 4#;, bewail the — 


Wis a non-ſuch, 'a mirrour of Grace 

dence, and great piety. She Was very beau 
obliging Converſation; cloathed with hunulity 
Divine Spirit. A careful Inſtruter of her 


reaſon, that his" Miniferia! work 'did neceſlarily take up 
not all of it. Yer he grappled with theſe difficulties for 
ed by Friends, to endeavour to repair the breach 


by ing a ſecond time. 
ingitg' io hoctiene Condon to live in that Town, ſhe ye is con- 


was recommended to him by all his Friends, but eſpecially by his firſt Wives Relati- firained to re- 
ons, . as one that would take off much of the burther of educating his Dau pair hisloſs.” 
who were the younge# part .of his Children ; and who did moſt ſtand in need 
lutable Inſtruction! and Education. This Gent/ewoman was a. perſon, of great Piety,; 
and of a ſweet diſpoſition ; ſhe was the Relift of Mr. William Fokke of Crone 
ſhire, and had'but only one Child, a Daughter, an Heireſs of a, fair Eſtate; w 
was much of the fame Age with his youngeſt "Child and . After much 
prayer and ſeeking of God) the thing oy nag rv Erin eat joy and com- 
tort of them bath'3 ſhe beirig a very affeftionare Toke Fellow to: him, and a"molt in- 
dulgent Mothertin-Faw to his Children; fo chat there neyet happened the. leaſt ſtrife 
berween them; but only this, Whether he ſhould ſhew more kindnefs. rg her 
Child, or ſhe ſhew more love toll his ſeven Children? and this conteſt a/o was mo 
phefney corrpoled afterwards, by the inter-warriage of his third Son with . that ———_— 
rer. gs 
—Abour this imme the fr long Parliament convened, who after a while, elought fir foe eye oh 
tocall an Aſſembly of the molt eminent Divines of the Nation ; "and choſe of difſe--x weſtnraſter, 
rent pcriwaſions, to'ſit at Weftzrinſfer, and to conſult —_ making ſome alteration "bur declinerk 


in 
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the Civil 
Wars. 
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His lamenting | 


CO II 


in the Diſcipline prey Government of the Church. His Patron being one of the 
Knights of the Shire tor Suffolk, did then 1 him to be one of this Aſſembly. 
Bur although he had very much recovered his health by Gods bl (without 


ing to the Bath) yet arting of his Navel was not 
$21 f 5 therefore 


did come very ſlew on LHUyRERy gan re he went not to London 


was met had fat ſome a 
= wy _ e tO ari + amongtthem ks de Diſco _ 
to anfeer the Suromons, 


« before he fe 
on that Service. | he came 1 Weſtni 


grear humber Fre, tq.cxtort ops. confeſſon wen TD nr 
itc. —_— in Copetien 


and Terminer vas granted 


a man of great 
no blemiſh Aſh pdt.ene, Yoeer) d 
Zo a As > ah 


_inthe forge of madre 


niger pat, oy Groen wigh nds 


porunt nc & Comm m rake) 
che ruine thereby ; for 
Feſuits were, to foment the on both [og till both tha gs State hos | 


of ſome differences, was 
jen 


cn UK 
GE  ofonag he wn 


chin 55 he Peritioned to ; d of his P, ro nominate 
— another Suffok Miniſter tq ſucceed ua his place 3 wh ed, he returned 
_— to his own Coyntrey charge. H lover of Peace, and a great promaces 
— of it ; and way wont greatly to | y and 
— heartily agree in the fund; and in the Doftrine of the 
— Ch (with hear Modes and Ceremao- 

i — nizof Wokip, and adoring of Lin . of Saf 6 

is —-1n 2 ho a x | in. S 
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alfo be omg Th Lame man llltral other can, and convins 
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mens de J 
with familiar Spirits ; Ore upents, by nr 
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State 
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be defttoyed ; which ſadly cameto pals in the your 1648. when the Em aries. of 
and 


_n_ Choy of Rome (whe hel'h in borh Aria) did Taft 
, ns _, - one Arr rebe d againl | very r 

by excluding the moſt eminent 

: Hauſe of Lords ; andthen Killed 
feandal of all, che Pro 


ſhip of Trinity 4 age, 
man) h.B _" cl ath 
in obtained a grant 

Fr yes} which when his Friend x 


not 
hira che Pyfich of the Learned Funcige, © © © 
Diſce meo, exemplo, mandato.mumere, fungi 
5 te cen ple Err axatinar gg 
Thus Englifhed : 


— Diſcharge thy proper work ; learn this by mee, © 
— Dor't deal jn buje things, as Plague them: flee; . 
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nouns 20/ ap hepe'x ane rh 
to his Prince : but thereby he ſoon m: 


tl 
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much as 
n, | T Ys, 2 ocher Imploy- 
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many milciic, did follow. 


mine the 4biB8es, the Learni 


diſtance of his Countrey ch: 

juſtl y excuſe him, and might merrant him ro.deyolye that work chitfly 
Lhe come. + hath been my ry ht ones] 

any time come, 1t P gec [ ed 
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ml co 4 As being 
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the Learning, 
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k that he was yery | 
it hath been univerſally achrowledged and” 


he 
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any time: be 
ly 
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excule 


never reſpeRed any mans perſon or perſwaſioty in reference to State affairs, or the 

kinds of Churth - > we, All that he would ſearch after, was to inform him- 

{ef of their ftneſs for theit Miniferial work. as to their Learning and Abilities in 

dividitig the Word aright, and as tothe wnblameableneſs of their Lives and Conyer- 

fations. This cauſed him to-be greatly loved, and highly honoured by. all me , 

ſore of whom ate yet alive, and are dignified in the Church; who. ;(aterwards) 
_ * offered to have procured preferment for m, .could he have departed, from the way 
and path which he had cholen ro F lf | 


CA by bob plants With (he 
faſt to his Jong deliberation, mtich reading, an ſquiſition) he had e in bi ; 
principles. nd upon this account he _laved-heartily oe thar even Niera T_ him, when 
+ --+ *: he once perceived thar chey were men of Conſcience 5.and were not tempted by 
++ any onward intereſt whatlotyet, He ſuſpefted..men who were of the remper of 
-- -- him who was a Papiſt in King Haſry's ay s,.2 Proteſtant, in King Edward's, a Pa- 
», - -..: }-piſt again in Queen Marys, and a it again in Queen Elizabeth's, I, has 

_ fells us of ſome Jews, that Kept two different Pedigrees by them; and were- ews or 
_ Samaritans,” as Alexander dt et favour dq ned upon them..., Andeven 
— in rhe Ptiqiirive times we ate told, that rhere: were lome,. who were Pagans, when 
_- Dioceſan was Ernpctour, yhd thrned Chriſtians. Jl Configntine Stime ; bur the lame 
_— men were 'A4rfans when ConftantiusReigned, and me- Pagans again with Julian 


- the Apoſtate, a] SEAL turned Lip: Y 
_— He always pitied men iii fetngration, hut. yalued choſe that were moſt ſtedfaft, 
bewailing others, that thought it ; enough'to.; change becauſe the times 


changed y fuch as could ſay (witho RA Ns ad.communem errorem, Lex us 
do the cvil that moſt do; of whom it been ſaid, Purpuram coluerunt non 
Deum : —_—— ; Dey. 4 + 
_—- He was of another temper z and being aliyays ſtedfaſt, ir might be faid of him, 
even what St. Cyprian ſaith of ſome Chriſtians in his time, That their Faith was 
ſtrong, even inter ipſas ſeculi ruinas. Cyp. Ep. ad Demet. and like St. Baſil, who being 
allured by the Prefe& ro change his Opinion, made anſwer, That he would not 
part with one ſyllable of Truth, no nor to fave his Lite. 

He cannot de-_... After near fifty years ſpent in Preaching the Word of God with faithfulneſs and 
clare his a> qJj/jgence, it Bs God now to —_ by.cnabling him to ſuffer for. adbe- 
| = het Teng t the word of his patiente,” and for the teſtimony of :4 good Conſcience. . He had 
tings been eminently ative, and had done.'much for Gods Honour andGlory ; and now 
on commonly he was called to be paſſive, arid to forſake all and follow his Maſter. Conſcicncious 
uſed, doing of the Divine Will, is a good preparation for iencious ſuffering of - Divine 
pleaſure, He that hath been ſincere 1n obeying other of: Gods will 
obey this among the reſt, of raking up Chrifs Croſs; Which is a Command as wel/ 
” _ y as wonderful 7 er Foes 6 any of his _— who (o far as 
be knew, might. tollow their &ght, in declaring their aſſent and conſent toevery pro- 
poſition c : ined in ſeveral humane Books z, but he himſelf had no aber, Faith; 
': much leſs had he the implicite Faith, of Pac, {uch Declarations upon'truſt, rely- 
ing upon the judgment of others, delivered in Books, which- he could- not ow 
As for the Opinion of Biſhop Brambell, who allowed men to ſubſcribe, and declare 
' . their aſert'untothat which they ſuſpet# nor: to be true, provided they do; ſubſcribe 
to it only- as unto an Infrumentun pacis, for. e.z our Divine would never 
- Uſe ſuch harſh Language in, this caſe, as the Author of Naked Truth, (third part) 
calling fuch diſtmCtions, Trap-doors into Hel; but this he hath ſaid of that Bilhops 
"_-. opinion ; thar by two or three ſuch Equivocatiqns, an cafic Bridge might be made to 
_ carry meri'over from Protefantiſm to Pogery. The caſe (ro him) was very plain 
and eafie to determine for himfelf. He bad fa down and reckoned his coſt on both 
ſides ; and then determined with excellent Bradwardine, That he would not do 
that, which he thought 'a f1n; enfrange bonis lucrandis, vel quantiſcunque mal 
evitandis. - And he was ſute that he did not ſuffer 2s an evi/ deer, bur only as a pet- 
z fon that was afraid to do evil. ' 
= po —Neither were they /itt/e things which he ſcrupled, or /ſ»ffer'd ' for not. doing of 
things,or ſuch them. No, he wrote upon the laſt Leaf of his Diary thele words, Non propter pa- 

as vere diſpu leam relinquam aream Domint, neque propter fiſces malos rumpimu retia Domini. 


Opin - his could ſubmit to the Engliſh Epiſcopacy as an humane Inftirution ; and to Biſhops, as 
IG , unto 


of MycSamvel | Fai ilobgh. 
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unto the Kings r Ofcers, He: longed for Bi ——_ 

Biſhop Andrews, 2uaru, mum peceent Eccle te tt 

Cecus enim eft qut non -videat He ode ftantes fine. hac politia.."fer eft qui 'ſabitem 

i neget. Andrews Ep. 2,7 wy abour' Ziturgies, been 7 de- 

oe be thefune vote Bilbop <In-ſhorr, he judge it ro'Þ te whim a — 

lin, to lay, he liked chat which. ths heart wes Yar from any tion'of 
— All his hs peoplavere greatly Heirs of la comineig with 


{heh rouxres All kis people 
— 

would have periiitra): OT Chaney and Boany which la meaty wer l =g all or) 
RY wo nice Wow wont tw grearly - 
rwards them. SOthers thought 6 of-ay-able and wing Te ed q—_— 
orgy yint three alwaystoo Xo) or he 


made and kept cnt, 4s fares —_— wine 
pt. agreery od pl 


doubtod, that in His abſence th that v appeat” f , Vie 
Parkerleſs and'Widdow, "and ct TREE 
of love to themſelves, 5 bur ochers' came ro him our ' of a principle of true hitnahe — 


, ed 
which he never failed ro do. of ther jours Ee 
Friendſhip (as they ht it to be)" to hine aid to bg; adviſing him to be kind t 
rag cadaocee tcl uch a Living of '205'& per qntwm, ot' to part With fuck 
fine Paz(onage bone, or with ſuch. a fine Glebe: or- with” fach a great Audir 
or with ſuch 4 loving People, or kind Neighbourhood t And others did* ite his — 


tontinuance yer-upon more *. reaſons 5 = Hueſtioned — would — 
ſucceed, ids: minded with py 


5 
'\ | 


v0 


tach- an example & : EE cation, -or  {\xch aftihfches 'of rally pers hy be- 
fore their eycs/agait\ in this World * Toall theſe, os rephed diver ſy, To Lp _— 
affiitted oppreſſed, he be anion That he bled i God har be he week) Rave "i 
good Magiſtrate the Town; who' "aha fe wha rol 
do) rar lenge. ory in that kind ;- meyers he how = Sqm iy 
E do. -To the ſecond fort he anſwered, Thar their love ws i 
of no other” kind than that of Peters, whee he diſſwadei gs from going —- 


ſort he-'tifed the”? wotds of the Apoſtle, Sits, hy do you break my heart, — 
ir vopr I aim not willing to be bornd, a tpohrphar op he ge _ 


account yz WP did : 


allo in private, ve hill t carneſtly xls 


of God that he might aveficd's wr fo berg be himſelf might 'not _ be ed! 
imitating herein the good and juſt 4rifides, who d unjuſtly from rg. 
prayed thisPeirion only, That his'\counſe/ and —— t not he wanted by 

Hp, & at any time t cr. 


ed, upon the remova/ of ſo eminent a perſon, it could be'no caſic thin thing for The Dean of 

the Patron, ro provide a man who might bear any proportion to him who left Canterbury ſuc- 

them ; an univerſal ſearch (in both the Univerſities, and'in the Cityand Countrey) cc ceeds him. 
was made, tor a man that might riſe up in his place, and mighr tread in hag Fn 

AAtlengrch the-Reverend and Learned Dr. Tillotſon, was recommended to 

as a perlon of great worth and abilities, a man of a mptenate and candid Ser 5 
of a'/arge and generous temper; to him therefore was the Preſentation given, - 
by much'ot che loſs wasrepaired ; it being alſo tio ſmall eaſe totheir tormer Miniſters 
heart, that a man of that worth did ſucceed him. 

—When the 4#, requiring all Diſenting Miniſters,to leave not only their Parſonages,' Bis temoralto 
but their Pariſhes and People alſo,cameforth,thus grieved him far more than the loſs of his Finching-yeld, ” 
Living; tor this hindered him, not only from Preaching to, but conver/ing with many bevy men 
of bi Spiritual Children,whoſe education and increaſe of Grace,was dearerto-himthan jj, ons do 
any temporal concern. But where a#ive obedience cannot be given, paſſive obedience cohabir as in # 
mult be ſhewn ; he therefore reſolved upon a remove} and the fir}? place he went Colledge- 
to," Was to board with his e/de# Daughter, who had married an Eſex Gentleman, 
who lived ina very fair large Houſe,” called Sculpons in F aha”; He had alſo 

rwo 
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ns, and las, who were pl] Miniſters, apd bad lex their Loy 
6 'Euher (and. rip, gh gar} Mii, ad beds ck Lving 
de ol trons og mg eee hog agreed to. live. 
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Company. TuFr=tg Family, and: a very debate 


c reat grick of all, & come nos:thus above four os five years: for 
| Wes erwiſe) v very Mledfen, , yerthe Air was bad, and proved 
cauſed a gilper the whole Family. - Hs amr Soosthen 
phi and bis two Sons-in-Law into high Sufokk,; and himclt wrae 

pay who was then 2 public Preacher at Kennet in 


go Fvery Lards-day to Church/ (i being near) 


A pleaſant So- » 
ciery diflol- 
yed. 


He doth 


_—_ Pri- ar lf Loxds-day Eveniog i te 
vate,and Y every y in 
in | et - his continued 
En fa ET EUN En 


| and 
ongh hs Age, he would he , and. the ry od 


at thus 
tus 4abour, both by Lava = Es i Law allowing 
rt Fifty, and the Roman Law allo _ rhe Soldjer at Sixty, to 
he led his work ; and therefore he 200 _ _—_ Altar, or quir 
ſo long as he could lift up his , or Wield the fword of the Spirit ; agreeing 
herein with the holy p Severus, Si ſenex populp pro futurus ſur, laborem nan 


yis laſt wit He lived fas Keznet (with this Son) ſame yea heme bn alt We died ; ſhe 

r — war the Donghocr of Me Sane] of Eſex, and th . dl of 2 Reverend Man 
frei in tha Conner bur ſhe hav had any Chien o er own, 

inted with truce Parental = "Ro want whereof in her, was grie- 

cho Þ to him and bis; yer the was good woman ocherwiſe, and loved bis Fer 


vert — Sometime wage death be peneower.to Hereninghew in þ oh, to the 
i Sing per ages 4 wh o was there married to Mr. Fe che” Refi 
> of thar Town z there he alſo kept on his courſe of hearing in and Preach- 


ing in ne orgs 
. ch ref A ter, who was married to Mr. Shue, the In... 


Thence to — AL W 

Stow-market 3 Cymbent 1 Va covetous allo to have her Childs part of his preſence 

which was kis and compan Ys te wee be OR rage her: 20d this was the lol place of lveabode 

ne npe>_g in this wor urſcore years old when he came wo Stow-merket, 

Earth, til which time Min memary continued to that degree, as thac 
all men admired him ; but after that, a great change ſuddenly yo} yet noc 


fo great, buy that (till he retained his nuderfanding to a yery good uſe and "purpoſe, 


none 
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.—_—__ AR 


none coming to viſit him, but they went away bettered by him : When he was — 

much decayed, and moſt falten, the ruines of the Building were fuch asdid evidence — 

the Fabrick had once been large and ately : When his natural heat and fervour was — 

almoſt exrin&, che remains thereot maniteſted that rhe Fire had been great, where 

luch a heap of g/owing Ember: gave fo much heat and warmth. 

- He was now going off the Stage of the world ; and before the Curtain be drawn, Some peculiar 
that is, before an account be given of his /z# Exit, ir will not be amils ro intimate gp” of 
0 the world ſome: peculiar excellencies that were diſcernable in him, worthy borh *'*, 8** 

of remark and imitation. In ſome few particular aQts of Grace, 'tis potlible that he : 
might have ſome eque/s in them ;z bur in many infances of Picty, I think-this Age 

hath not known any to exceed him therein. 
—None lurely can befound, who walked'ina more conftant courſe of private durics, His Qri& wa!- 
ſuch as Reading, Meditation, Self-examination' atid Prayer, which four duties he (e]- kingwith God 
dom'or never divided the one from the other; and by a: daily: continued--perfor- pr ms 
mance of them all, he had much of his Converſation in Heaven, and lived' in clole je, 
Communion with God. - T he Sun is not more true to its time of riſing and ſetting, 
than he was to his fated courſe of ſecret Prayer, both Marning and Exning. S 

ſoon as he was awake (Which was ear/yevery Morni )- he 


rning, till he was very. 
did immediately rife, 'and proſtrate himſelf ar Gods Foot-footy; after which he con- 
ſtantly read ſome'portion of Scripture, upon Which he did ifirk peruſe the beſt Com- 
mentators, and conſtantly (for lome time) did meditate thereon, obſerving .the 
counſel of Pythagoras to his Schollars, « wiwtegt & <> chow, 8 pal pe | X-men 
purifie your food, and ruminate upon it, don't eat: "Bur he havin thus igeſted eruch 
himſelf, after ſome time he came down to perform Family 2 3 Which the al- 
ways began with a ſhort Prayer, and then expounded that Portion of Scripture” ro 
them, wherewith he had firſt warmed his. owt: heart 3 and then -prayed/ again 
with: ghem more; largely than: before 3. and. ſo» berook | himſelf to': his Sudy 


——Though the whole day he kept a moſt ſttift watch over his Heart and Tongue, His conſtant 
and had obtained Grace (0, 'as that when he was engaged in civil converſe, and in 2" 
worldly m—_ > Arg en x _ -— i my oo Ly being ſe- oo and 

oury A ofitable. It was Aanguage anaan as might 4dmitifter heavenly min- 
pas Gree to the Hearers. "He allo learned thar. excellent, orr of ; = dednefs, and 
extract /piritual notions from earthly occurrences He ſaw: God. in all chings,, and ff <x*mima- 
enjoyed him in all his appearances- -'Er <yle miduan mire marries, he managed all 
things, and in all things was managed by the holy Spirit, as 'it was faid-of Fufin — 

Martyr : In every Evening he conſtantly called himlelf to an account, exathtining — 
and reviewing (as much as poſhbly he could Y all his meer Hoe and ations. He — 
lamehted much, i that Chrifians ſhould fall jhorr of the practice of ſome Heathens. — 
— Sentea tells vis, War be uſed every night (when higServant had taken away the Lighe = 
out of his Chamber) to turn his Eyes inward, and ask himſelf, what oY he .had 
done2 and what'evil he had thar day avoided 2» Pythagoras required his ' Scholars, + » 
that they ſhould night by night examine themſelves by theſe queſtions, =F magicy 7 k 
$'.ipeta nt acl Dine ts erwiotn Virgit faith alſo of a good man thus : | wi 


Non. prinsin dulcem declinant Iumina fomnun, 
Omnia quam longe repetiveris atta Jiei, 
Quid pratermiſſum, quid geſtum tempore, quid non, 
1/1, ——— Mt Night before ſoft. Sleep doth canſe thine Eyes to wink, | , 
171.2, - Recally review the ations of the days and think | 
What thou haſt done amiſs, or what thou beſt forget, | 
What word. or work yds timed well by thee, not. 


—1twas his buſineſs to live 'to Gods honour. He was full of deſigns for Chrift, he Nis bufinefs 
endcayoared fully to. opy oue the lie of Hiaderd dd Meer, All char fave im, Faw gaget Be ® 
( WAR garage! hong ic ſel6 the realiry;and —_— it (elf co 
appear, (what in ck: Ir ts) the. ſweet and- pleaſant lite of the'world. | 
that-ycheld him, @w it was for 2 man (while here on Earth) to have -his 
hearr much in Heayen; and while he is in the body, both to live in the Spirit, und 
wah in the Spirit, A 
2 He 


| 


% 


li 
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Careful of Ree — He was eminently (olicitous to diſcharge all Relative, as well as perſonal Duties 


lative Dutics- 


his Family, 


He is 8 
Maſter. 


nent fail 
Scrvant. 


In his Family he walked as a man of underſtanding, and with a perfett heart, and 
was one of the Apoſtles Biſhops, blameleſs, ruling his own Houſe, and having his Chil. 
dren in ſubjettion. He was as another faithful Abraham, who taught his land 
his Children after him) to keep the way of the Lord. He ed to govern his Fami-. 
ly by the Law of God, who is (he great Pater-familias, of whom all the Families in 
Earth are called. He commanded g, but whar he knew himſelf ro be commanded 
to command, He did not conceal, but declare what his own duty (as well as the 
duty of his Ivferiours) Was. He ſpake his mind clearly and intelhgibly, and forgave 
all faults commined ignorantly, and by miftcke ; being angry for nothing bur wilful 
diſobedience. 


— Great was the pains which he took to inftrut his Family in the narrow way of 


= 2, 


them to read the Scriptures frequently every day, and to abound 
in the knowledge of them z treaſuring them up in their memories ; which he would 
often inquire into ; and by Carechiſmg of m__ by a ſhorter Catechiſm of his 
own compoling, and then in larger ones. All his Children (when grown up, and 
many of ſh Servants who lived with him) could not only anſwer evcry queſtion 
in a very large Catechiſm, but could proye every anfwer by exprels Scripture Texts; 
for they anſwered nat like Parrots, but as underſtanding the ſum and ſubſtance 

Chriſtian Religion. He moved in his Family as an Angel, or an Intelligence in his 
Orb, ruling of it with: perfe&t harmony and decorum. He beheld his Toke-felby 
with as leaſing, and pleaſed Eye of loye; he looked on his Children with an Eye 
of =. as well as affettion, and upon his Servants with an Eye of Authority 
and Gdvernment ; {o that all things were diſpatched in his Houſe, with Peace and 


Life, by cauſing 


'Ordex. ' | 


and place fir, anc in Obedience torGod) as in theit poing.co _— or as in or 
(w ew are) if it were 


— greater _ hath God giyen to my Plowing and Sowing in the Field ; and rhe 
whole Town doth take notice, how much rhe Crop in your is better than 
theirs, alchough nought bur a little-Hedge doch chin Indeed this Servant 

— was another Eleazar in Abrahams Family, or another Joſeph in Potiphars houſe. 
— Xeniades having bought Diogenes, and having ſeen his. and* good behavi- 

— our, beyond the rate of all men (as he thought ic tobe) gaye Diogenes his freedom, 

19g;1'Fhat he believod/he was fornc Angel,and that he had cloathed him- 


laying, 
Ci wahan humane hody, -that+he-miight do: good on Earth':: Spme alſo would 
have-thought this Servant 'to. be:fuztia good Gentxs'z of whom his Maſter ſaid 


at bs death, That |Gad dig take-him away, leaſt he fhould have grown over 
mp 


Vealthy in che World |. 


, W 


as he: had-cerrainly done, if he had lived 


As 


of Mr.SditbebFairctough. 9. 


As to the Children which God gaye lim, he did. truly Travel in birth with them, He becomes a 
til be ſaw Chrijt formed in them. Cod-made tium nor only a natardl, bur a ſpiritual Spiritual, as 

Father alſo to ſeycn Children. He. did believe, chat molt Children are capable of es wank 
diſcerning good from evil, much ſooner than, mott Parcars are awarc- of 3 he there=yy his Chil- 
| tore began' very caxly 10 inſtruct his oy Children, and (all of: them) like Timothy, aren. 
| had the \rowledge of the Saripture in ther, from the very Breaſts. | He inſtrudted them 
| not only by precept, but by his own-heayenly:; 'exampice; and he might have faid to 
| cach of thera as Anegs to Aſtanine. .»/'; i!;; * | 

18 tt; | 

Diſce, puer, virtutem ex me, utruygque laborent, 
Fortunam ex dltt——— [13201 


_—-Virtze and Labour learn 708 ms; deer Bey; 


Forrune to others leave for to; emdy..: ;; 


Piety. TOR | | » (06; 08. 32) 
He prevented as much as le, that no evil example ſhould be given to his 


Face, as much as ſome other Children do.Jeat a\blw.from their. Fathers hand. - He — 
rc 


of cvery, Child upon his heart, and daily ed, that riot ohe Gods Bleſſi 
who ggocceded from his Loins, gs ever ſtand ar Gods fi band and few men on all his 
| had.cver greater comfort in their Children chan he had. He dicd in' the belief, Children. 


tically be  appen 

that he would g of : - 
themall ro devore themilelves to this works Secondly,By hs adminiſtring all the helps 
| and furthcrances of Education that might qualifie them therero. And to ſhew yet 
__ unto Miniſters; and 

farther, he did not only ſend his own Sons tothe Univeriay, bur he fent divers others 
| I and naineaand Towne neg much _ 7 charge z a_— alſo 
| prevailed with his own Sons (atter they . were Fellows olledges) ro afliſt him : 
| therein ; 'which they conſtantly did da. | —_ 
——There are givers Miners yet alive that will Ty cyt chat unto ſome of therti young Scho- 
| he was the ſole fnder, and many otaers,confeſs him their greateſt BenefaQtot, as Þ7, ** Cum 
| co the [laiyerſuy maintenance. 7 * | ry ': Fc 


| ——He once hired a young man (of about ewent cars old). to wait on hit, and to —— 
Ride abroad with hia, who was a good School-Scholar 4 his Paretits S—_ an fer theirmain- 
4 2 atc 


- 


The Life and Death 


Eſtate to ſend him to Cambridge : this his Maſter was ignorant of at his firſt comin k 
but a while after, accidentally obſerving him” to be. reading in rhe Greek Teſtamens, 
he poſed him therein, and'm other and fi him fir, ſent immedi. 
ately ro his eldeſt Son in the Uniyerlity, in x his ſufenance. 

t another time, he a worthy Funeral Sermon, who had fir- 
ted his eldeſt Son for Cambridge, but he Poor ; whereby the Son deſpaired of 
procceding on in his Learning ; which he made then acquainted with, ar the 
cloſe of the Funeral Sermon, he deſired all thoſe of his Aditors that loved and ya- 
lued the deceaſed pious Miniſter ; that would teſtifie their afteftion in contri. 
buting towards the yearly maintenance of his Son ; and afrer Sermon was ended, he 
called divers Gent/emen and Teomandry together and firſt he himſelf ſubſcribed 
-_ nf wn. the COmuny then qo Forty Larrn-f —__ and dr 

comandry Twenty ; the you was Ir at | 
as nm cne ge as could be delired ; 2 he proved yery »/efalin the Church of God 
afterwards. | 
__— He was an excellent Oratour Fo rp accounts ; but he would uſe, and ſhew ir 
moſt effettually 5 when he was delired tomove his Audirory to be charitable z ma- 
ny occaſions whereof, were offered ro himi : and he did willingly embrace 


them. LEAP 
He ſends $01. When the Plague,was once Mn the Univerfiry of Cambritge, the Vice-Chancelbr 
1 — chercof ſent to him (and ſome other Neighbour Miniſters) ro makea Collettion in 
of the Vice- his Congtegation for the Town of C age ; which he did do, fo effe#ually, that 
Chancellour, he fent him above Fifty pound within'a few days after. And the Vzce-Chancetour 
during time wrote him a long Latine Lerter of thanks; calling his rus beneficium, a fat 
of Peftuience. orifice 3 and Withal told him, that his gift was more; he had received from 
» any {ix Towns inall the County beſides. 


The like to _— At another time, when the was at Hadleigh in Sufſok , he gathered near as 
Hadleigh, much for that Town allo. Ar which time, he bd not only ade the good 


when the people but even compaled (as it were) many covetous ere to be bountiful 
as the Þ 


eu | Prophet, was that 
- Famine, arid this caſe, was the z yet he thought, that both the words 

” andtheaQtionalſo of Nehemiabymight well be applied herrunto; and uſed them (it 

— this caſe) with the like cfte&t ; many hard-hearted perſons profeſſing, rhat when he 

— ſhook his Garmeny (as the ct did) at that very ation their hearts melted 

— Within them; and they ſo trembled, that had their Pockets been then full, they had 

— given it all to him at rhat ColleQtion. | , 

—— Art another rime, a Neighbour Miniſters Houſe being burned down, wherein his 
Goods (and the greateſt part. of the fairef Library in the County ) being confu- 
raed, he in a ſhort time, procured him above an hundred pounds towards the re- 
pairing of his loſs ; and procured alſo his own third Son (then Felloweof Gonvile and 
Cajus Colledge) wo take the diftreſſed Minifiers elteft Son, to be his Pupil, and to allow 
him good part of his maintenance. | : 

His ſlated _— He was Charitable beyond compare,: both to the Sovls and Bodies of men; both 
Charity. mediately (by interceding with others-for them) and rep mes by 

and diſtributing of his own pp yp to them ; and that, not only occaſionally. bur 

all che Poor of his Pariſh to come, Weekly,to his door 


rophet Nehemiah a Nehem. F 13. The caſe of 


ſtatedly. He 
for relief z and required always that his eldef Daughter (firlt, before ſhe married, 
then his next — | bag of ogra and ſhould di- 
ftribure Almis with their own z accuſtoming thernſelyes ro works of mercy 
and charity: wherein he commanded them to be very bountiful. Vaſt was rhe 
ſum of money which he gave away with his own hand. He cloathed the naked, 
and fed the h4ngry. He pur not only many young men to Cambridge (as hath 
been ſaid) but many poar Children to School. Hegaye away, as many Bibles, 
Catechiſms and good Books, as were asked of him ; and were many. When 
te fight of old People was decayed, he would furniſh chem with Bibles of a larger 
Print ; and he gave an incredible number of Speftacles away (for their help) al- 
ways ſpeaking of the Invention of them by Metiws, with expreſſions of love and 
praiſe unto yy his great goodneſs to the Souls of men th 
His love to all _—He loved all the Ordinances and Inftitations of Jeſus Chriſt. ing was his 
rhe iefitng- delight, Prayer his joy, Adminiſtration of ts, the pleaſure of his Soul. He 
ons of Crt. counted the Sabbath hondyrable. He was moſt ſolemn in the obſeryation of pubs 


of My. Samuel Fairclough. | i$1 


lick days of Humiliation ; and kept many days of private Fafing and Prayer by 
himſelf - alone in his Study. Bur above all, he delighted in reading the Scriprures ; 
which was always fweeter to him than the Honey, or the Honey-comb. | 
_— He would ncver engage in the performance of any Ordinances raſky, or with- His prepara 
out due —— Nor his own part, he would never read a Chapter, or rarely p00 ne en 
hiker a Chopeer to bercad m his preſence, without invocating God, for the co-ope- ry Gollnmnce, 
ration of the Divine Spirit therewith. Has preparation for ſolemn days of wr 
for the SanRification of the Lords-day, and for: the Adminiſtration of the Lords- 
Swpper, is notto be paralelſed, as the whale Corner and Countrey where he lived, 
will unanimouſly teſtifie. He-neyer kept any folemn publick Faft, but he Preach- 
ed ſome ation Sermons betore the day came. He never adminiſtred the Lords- 
- Supper, bur that he firſt Preached three. or for Sermons at /eaft, in opening, cither the 
itution, the nature, the xe or the end thereof z or in ſhewing the Duties of Comr- 
numicants before, in, and after the receiving thereof. He hath left many Quires of 
Paper, written with his own hand upon thole Subjets. | 


— His conſtant ſolemn preparation for the Lords-day is beyond all. It hath been 
already ſaid, that be dA conſtantly Preach every Satrrday in the Evening, a Ser- per p17 oy 
mon in order to the right ſanitifoution of that holy day ; there muſt now only be Rification of 
ns EET ie te 8 NE OS 
neſs ( upon $S4twrday Ing s ng, that a 

That when the World was taken out of his Servants hands, they —_— 

deavour by Prayer, Reading and Meditation, to get it out of their hearts alſo ; 
that fo their Bodies and Souls both might be tree, and ready for a moſt chear- 

ful performance of Gods ſervice the day oning , which work, ſhould alwa 

be done without the leaſt diſtraction of mind. This preparation was mot wi 

out great rea/m; for it is, 45 he wordd fay, no caltc matter to cleanſe our 

hands, and purifie our hearts too, before we conpuſs Gads Altar z, it is not cafic 

wo lift our Feer out of the Mire and Clay, unto whi ox Brongh, homme 

cleaved, and into which,they have too much funk all the Wo . — The Royal 

Preacher therefore biddeth us, to os to-oxr Feet (rhat is, our affcCtions) be- 

fore we enter into the Houſe of God. Holineſs becomes bis Howe for ever; therefore it be- 

hoverh us, that our Souls be comeyy dreſſed and adorned when we wait on the great 
God ; and that our heatrs be fixed and prepared, and our heart-frings ſcrewed up, 
and rightly tuned, before we offer to fing and give praiſe to aGod.of infinite Glory z 
and oy —_ —_— —  ——— li 

m 


Iv ng thus how did this heavenly ; 
of the Lords-day ! which he ſanQified in a manner to his preparation, — The 3 of 


Forenoon Serrtion was ufually 
Evening he 'repeated it himidlf, 
not only what they remertbred of the Sermons, 

the worſhip of- that day. After Supper, he caufed ſome-part of Foxe's Martyro 
(or ſome other pri e Bock) to be read ; and haying ptayed, he concluded 
day always With ſinging of a Pſa. 

-- —Common Readers, and ſuchas telight pm the Image of God drawn - 
the hearts ant lives of his Servants, would be tired ; it one quarter of this 5 ons pas of 
excellencies ſhould be related; therefore after an infance or two more given of his 
Piet y, we will leave the reſt to be admired only by thoſe chat perſonally knew him z 
but 'ris pity, that that a/moſ# perfet# Victory, which he had obtained over the world by 
Fiith thovideeyer be a | 

—— Whatever is in the World; iseither the Luſt of the Eye, the Luſt of the Fleſh, His 
or the Pride of Life ; he thexchore, whio is morrificd ro Riches, Pleaſures and Ho- grepnem®" 
nours, hath yery much yangquiſtied the World ; ashc had done. 


He 


ng, 


but a while after, accidentally obſerving him'to be.reading inthe Greek Teſtament 
he poſed him therein, and in coli and findi bins f Gon King immedi. 
atelyro his eldeſt Son in the Univerſity, and provided for his ſufenance. . 

Ar another time, he a goes Funeral Sermon, who had fir. 
ted his eldeſt Son for Cambridge, but he 


Poor z whereby the Son ww of 
at the 
cloſe of the Funeral Sermon, he deſired all thole of his Anditors that loyed and Va- 
lucd the deceaſed pious Miniſter ; that would teſtifie their affetion in contri. 
buting towards the yearly maintenance of his Son z and afrer Sermon was ended, he 
called divers Gent/emen and Teomandry together ; and firſt he himſelf ſubſcribed 
= ants; the Farms chen © Forty hers. ulings = apt ng Frm ——_ 
comandry Twenty ; 10 that the It was Ir at the £ 
as WP as could be defind, od he proved yery »ſefnlin the Church of God 
frerwards. | 
Fn: was an excellent Oratour upgn all accounts ; but he would uſe, and ſhew ir 
"- moſt efettually ; when he was tomove his Auditory to be charitable ; ma- 
ny occaſions whereof, were offered ro him : and he did willingly embrace 


them. 343 
He ſends $01. When the Plague, was once In the Ulniyerfiry of Cambritge, the Vice-Chancelbr 
to —_ thereof ſent ro him (and ſome other Nei Miniſters) ro makea Colleftion in 
Mo Vize- his Congregation for the Town of Gambridge z which he did do, ſo efettually, that 
Chancellour, he feng him above Fifty pound within'a few days after. And rhe Vzce-Chancelour 
during a time yore him a long Latine Lerer of thanks z calling his gift Pingye beneficium, a fat 
of Peftwence. © ::rifice 3 and Withal told him, that his gift was more; he had received from 
» any {ix Towns inall the County beſides, | 
The like to _— At another time, when the Plague wayat Hadleigh in Suffok , he neat as 
Hedleigh, much for that Town alſo. Ar which time, he did weck ——- = the good 
bo e, but even compdaled (as it were) many covetous Uſurers ro be bountiful 
_ IM poop Prophet Nehemiah did, Nehem. 5. 13, The caſe of the Prophet, was that 
; > Famine, arid this caſe, wasthat of rhe z yer he thought, that both the words 
_ andtheaQtionalſo of Nehemiahymight well be applied hereunto ; and uſed them (itt 
— this caſe) with the like efteft ; many hard-hearted perſons profeſſing, that when he 
— ſhook his Garineng (as the ct did) at that very a&ion their hearts melted 
— Within them ; and they ſo trembled, that had their Pockets been then full, they had 
— given it all to him at rhat Colleftion. 
—— Ar another time, a Neighbour Miniſters Houſe being bwrned down, wherein his 
Goods (and the greateſt part of the fairef Library in the County ) being confu- 
red, he in a ſhort time, procured him above an hundred pounds towards the re- 
pairing of his loſs ; and procured alſo his own third Son (then Felloweof Gonvile and 
Cajus Colledge) wo take the diſtreſſed Minifters eldeft Son, to be his Pupil, and to allow 
him good = of his maintenance. | 
His ſtated __— He was Charitable beyond ,\ both to the Sovls and Bodics of men; both 
Charity. © mediately (by intcrceding with forthem) and perm. by contributing 
and diſtriburing of his own plentifully to them ; and that, not only occafionally,bur 
commanded all Poor of his Pariſh ro come Weekly to his door 
rays that his eldef Daughter ( firſt, before the married, 
then his next Da $ y) ſhould be his ſtared Almoners, and ſhould di- 
ftribure Alms with their own 3 accuſtoming themſelves ro works of mercy 
and charity: wherein he commanded them to be yery bounritul. Vaſt was rhe 
ſum of money which he gave away with his own hand. He cloathed the naked, 
and fed the h4ngry. He pur not only many young men to Cambridge (as hath 
been ſaid) but many poar Children to School. Hewgaye away, as many Bibles, 
Cy and geed Books, as were asked of him ; and they were many. When 
the fight of old People was decayed, he would furniſh them with Bibles of a larger 
Print ; and he gave an incredible number of Speftaces away (for their help) al- 
ways ſpeaking of the Invention of them by Metiws. with expreſſions of love and 
praiſe unto yep his great goodneſs tothe Souls of men th s 
all the Ordinances and Infitations of Jeſus Chriſt. ing was his 


His love to all _—He loved 
; tee delight, Prayer his joy, Adminiſtration of ts, the pleaſure of his Soul. He 


counted the Sabbath hondurable. He was moſt ſolemn in the obſcryation of __ 
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lick days of Humiliation ; and kept many days of private Fafing and Prayer by 
himſelf alone in his Study. Bur above all, he delighted in reading the Scripeures ; 
which was always fweeter to him than the Honey, or the Honey-comb. © | 
_— He would ncver engage in the performance of any Ordinances raſtty, or with- —_— 
out due ak, os his own part, he would never read a Chapter, or rarely yon Pe ae! 
a to beread in his preſence, without invocating God, for the co-ope- ry Oodinence. 
ration of the Divine Spirit therewith. His preparation for ſolemn days of —_— 
for the SanRification of the Lords-day, and for: the Adminiſtration of the Lords- 
Supper, is notto be paralelſed, as the Whale Corner and Countrey where he lived, 
will unanimouſly teſtifie. He-neyer kept any folemn pablick Faf, but he Preach- 
ad. Bove Gropartipn Sermons belore the day eame. He neyer adminiſtred the Lords- 
Supper, bur that he firſt Preached three. or four Sermons at leaft, in opening, cither the 

itution, the nature, the je or the end z Or in ſhewing the Duties of Comr- 
numicants before, in, er the -rectiving thereof. He hath left many Quires of 
ro written ur his own hand upon thole SubjeQts. nd th NS 

conſtant ſolemn preparation Lords-day is > 
: coriſtan crc ſan- 


already faid, that he did tl 

mon in order to the right {anitifcution of that holy day ; there muſt now only be Rification of 

i ne IN Rng by ok en 
neſs | upon Sdtwrday Ing ; ng, that 

That when the World was taken out of his Servants hands, they would en. 

deavour by Prayer, Reading and Medetation, to get it out of their hearts alſo ; 

x yon a Bodies and Souls both hr = ay wy and ready for a moſt chear- 


of Gods ſervice the day followin Ls work, ſhould alwa 
cate ate wh 


be done without the leaſt diſtraion of mind. 


w lift our Feer out of the Mire and Cha on Bong doo 


Preacher therefore biddeth us, to bak corefath 
fore we enter into the Houſe of God. Holineſs becomes 


— 


—_— 


_ 


uſually I ny en OS 
Evening he 'repeated it himidf, Afrer Repetition, he examin'd his whole” Family, 


perſanaly 
obtained over 


Luſt of 
Plcafares 
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wis concempt_— He contemned Riches as the dirt of the Streets. It is true, that God by his own 
of Riches: immediate hand gave him | ny z bur it is astrue, that he gave away again 

molt plentifully to others, He was /o dead to the world, as that he would not ſcarce 
deal or —_— with it. —After the death of oy Wife, and of that | Servant with 

| whom he had intruſted his Eſtate; he put offall hisStock, and let all his G 

and never increaſed his real or perſonal Eſtate, above Five pound per anmm, 

for near Forty years together ; and he neyer put out a Farthing of money to Uſury, 

} He never ſued 7 man in his Life : He had —_— of ng rich ma« 

ny ways ; but if he had died Forty years he did die, he had becn juſt fo 
Rich ashe wasat his death. He would often ſay, that we read not of any good 


man in all the Hifory of Scripture, or of the Primitive ont was Covetous, and 
Relig! 


ir was aſhame, that any that do now to Chriſtian ons ſhotild dege- 

nerate. After the bs of his Living he Preached often, yet he never would 

__ one penny wages tor that work ; ſorne of his Children have imitated 
m therein. 


«> crurifying — As tO ſenſual pleaſure, he did ſcarce know what any of that kind did mean. * He 
the Fleſh. Was as temperate in his Diet as poſſible. ' He nevet ey oe of Recreation at any 
time. It might be ſaid of him as was faid of Georgias Leontinus, 5Iu mwarre iduit 
bus fe, thas he did never do any thing to pleaſe the Fok, In his youth he did 
love Muſick and Riding ; in Muſick, good $kill; bur on the fad News of the 
death of Gufavus Adolphus, the King of Sweden, (that great Warriour in defence of 
the Protefant Religion) he hung his Harp on the Willow, and never rouched l Mu- 
fical Inſtrument after. He ulcd to me good Horſes as any man in the - 
trey ; and was therefore by a dy1 tleman, bequeathed an Horſe of very great 
price, in theſe words, That he might Ride on him about to Preach the Goſpel ; which 
he did do ſo long as he was able z but he neyer took a Journey of meer pleaſure ; 
except thoſe when he viſited his Children, who lived remote. 
He was far ——He Was far from ambition, as hath been already evidenced in his refuſal of great 
from ambici- preferments; and many moreInſtancesthereof might haye been added: He bound 
on, or deſire þimſelf in a Bond; never to commence Dottor in Divinity 5 which did ſhew, that he 
of Honour. p25 herein like St. Ambroſe, Qui nibil fecit propter ardorem inanis glorie, fed propter 
Charitatem felicitatis ; he atted from love to God, and not for praiſe of men. He was 
great in other mens Eyes, bur little in, his own. | ; 
His great Hu-.—Þcing once heartily thanked for an excellent Diſcourſe which he made upon the 
mility. 3 John 16. which Sermon proved ſucceſsful ro the ſaving Converſion of ſome there 
preſent ; and this thing being related ro him, he replyed thus, Pray friend, give 
God the Glory ; no neal was due to the Rams Horns, though Fericho's Walls fell 
down at their b/af ; if God will vouchſate that his Spirit ſhall breath through Mini- 
fers, it is Ged, and not the means, muſt have the praiſe. And another time, being — 
— — greatly afhſted by God in a Sermon, which he Preached in Cambridge, he wrote — 
_— theſe words on the back-{ide of the _ of that Sermon, Earthen Veſſels, and — 
__-Leaden Pipes, are either full or empty, according to the meaſures which they receive - 
— from their head Spring and Fountain, though free Grace filled my Soul this day, yet let — 
— e take heed of Preaching this Sermon (again) in my own ftrength. 
His behaviour As his heart was humble, ſo his behaviour was meek and boyly. Though his 
grave, but af- Countenance was very grave and ſevere, yet his Converſation was full of jonay 
fable and and affability. It was a kind of Riddle.in the Eyes of common beholders, to ſee 
courteot®» fo much worth and grandeur to be of ſuch eafie acceſs, -He would (and all truly - 
——noble minds will do the ſame) ſtoop to the meaneſt perſon who defired his Opinion 
in matters of weight and moment. He never deſpiſed (or ſpake haughtily to) any 
man 3; and from ſober os men, he would never any diſtance. If any wete 
godly, alchough never {o map or poor, he received them, not only with civil re- 
ſet, but with hearty love 4 but (on the other hand) he was a moſt bold and #n- 
daunted perſon in reproving the wicked and prophane ; and had a Spirit which could 
abaſe the proudeft 'Heftor of them all, when he thought fir, and in irs due time and 


lace. | 
very peace. —His —_— ( joined with = __ — op Aeqtmar y- n_ _ _ wes 
: calt* 2 very peaceable Spirit, an a large Charity men, per s, 
—_—_— He ow nundeinnding HE mace his Love and Charity alſo "ay large: 
from him in He diſcerned, how that honeff men do often mean the fame thing, when they arc 


Opinion, apt to quarrel about their expreſſions of it 3 and therefore in dividing gies, ar Was 
ways 


( 
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——— 


— A 


always of an ugiti $pirx Whilt ochers ſought « to wand the Rte! men 
who differed from he did what he could to heal and compoſe al animoſicics 
which might ariſe upon n fach accounts. He was puree 4 4 ſenſible of that bitterneſs 
which ſome men were ready to treet each others —_ differences of 
Opinion, and what miſchicts did follow —_— 3 che bfe of Religion, and the 
hour of AO being ood thereby z, and while _ men fel _ 
Unifor in matters ; Conformity 70 £ the weighty Preceprs of us — 
- tb Shak of Lone and ty , OY CT were — 


neg| 
He did much wonder, that me ve very Canons which were made in 1649. pifſenters to- 
— allowed men liverry to dileot, and-ro differ in:prattice, as to the point of bowing lerared by the 
- towards the Alrar, and at the name of. Jeſus, how. ir honld come tor pals, thar rhe' Canons of 40. 
- Sign of the Crols ſhould be ſo quircd in the AQt of Uniformuy in 1662. -. -— 
— Bur he did rarely publickly yn ab his-admiration ; for he would'ſay frequent- 

'ly, that as br of Bones is - os mer rr m Except _y 

wa ſo are Ps "Im_— C- ky __ — 4s 2 true 

all motion is optyor render” un tfiocation of a Joint in a Leg or a Foot, 
all progreſs i Relon by the guarre/s and fafings ont of TOE 

-» Way. <hvgys the things that zagde far- peace, and fought 

and quench thoſe heats, which others. «by mr _— 

more and more to inflame. 

for, every man, in whom he ſaw any thin 

lued men zrore or eſs, only as he ſaw — ar choD 

on them. He intreated all that he eden with, that che | 

might be the m oft porn Lage on alians mt their wn towards 

would often lay, oe one man to love-anocher, only becanſe he ww 

Opinion and Party, and ro negle& another, whor 

e Divine Spirit, becauſe he differ'd in {maller per 

manifeſt, that ſuch an one had lictle or norhi of war love af Gb th him ; 

for while that ſuch a man did pretend to loue his Brother, he*did. do herein, no other 

_ than hug himſelf, and embrace hs ply ern re he ſaw falling wpor anothers 
.— Abundantly candid and charitable, *meek and moderate, \ "yas this at al? yer he alray» 

times ; and yet nowwithftanding it mult here be d . That this 'meokpeſs and: was zealowin 

moderation, and peacebleneſs of his was {uchy' as that ir did hinder, bur £ S005 MT 


did fully conſ# with, a mighty heat and attivity for Gods; in all weighty arid importims 
marters. He wanted not Zeal, when the — Artieles of the Chriſtian Rehgion, 
the Articuli tantis & cadentis Ecelefie, did call for, and require it. Atche-fameri 
when he commended Conftgntine che Great, for his reptroving the hot conteſt of rhe 
Nicene Fathers about Ceremonies; he allo:honoured rhat Emperonr for his wartnrh, 
— ingopoſing the Arian hereſie,, as Sigonins. —_—_ Lib.3. Imp. Occid. Til 
this Learned Divine was (as to hisZeal) 7 mae cxceilem wm k Wot zeal guided 
"Ty of all ination He was in this Grace (as well as in _—_ 90 Gerning wi Kh: 
and a and a Sing light bock. - Hegt and Light yere neverdivided in him 


urned very hort,: but yer always clear, and without any oy” 
ſoak , In his loye 0. the Glyation of Souk, he burned: like a Lamp Gil 
hi his Body and Eſtate, (even all the — that he poſleſſed) Tp thereity” 
iced, if hereby he might guide men ro Heayen, and ſhew any one the way 
to God and Glory. Aud hence ir was, that's great and Man ( that often 
A faid, ma 17an Was MOEe. Jirdiciogs ne 0 eas in the Dodrinal 
part of his Sermons, and none could be more affettionate and zealous (an be wa, _ 


PE ls Nottrine. Indecd, iis a racity,to fukd 

deep judgment,gto be endowed, Wich En crate ny Sei — 
rp op er FR — 
At ONCE | both: gogaems his Heal! Jad inffices frlp 5 2 


ba, Heauen k 
- He ot de ad nent. (ME: 2 alluf 
_— -; He Waka pan nee $5: as 

exaQtly proportionate goo racer 9" þ h cans hoebettia/landÞ 


vice. of o gaod Ge 08 firing 
would alwa _ ill x9 hear his fi/hiiErrind,. and:! 
| "#han "Hain all. bis Mafers wit? ; Regin, antral 9 
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he then was moſt bold and couragions in delivering of his Meſſage, #v9' y«þ bugs 
apLyju" ary apdrowr pies 


i A wiſe man loves in matters great 
To ſtay and think deliberate. 


_— His great prudence would not permit him to beraſh, and his great zeal would not 
ſuffer him to be low, negligent, or partial. _ . | 

Amanot ® __ Hehad always a great love tor God, and no man could be more concerned, either 
uy _—; for Church or State, than he was: * He had continually fuch a publick Spirit, as that 
2% he ſcorned (at any time) to _ any of his own private concetns, betore the leaſt 
publick good ; yea, he tly. valued and all perſons and things, according 
as any man, Or any thing, had cither a greater, or a /eſſer influence upon the pub- 

lick. --Thoſe that obſerved him, might caſily diſcern, that the glory of God, and the 
welfare of ha Church, were as the great Wheels, that did ſet on work and govern all 
| his ations. - He was a man moſt ready todeny himſelf ar any time, it that in any 
thing thereby, he might promote and advance the Intereſt of another man ;; provi- 
ded, that other perſon did move in an higher, and more publich place rhan himſelf. 
_T hat aying ought never to be forgpt, which” he once uſed Preaching to a.grear 
Auditory, and then declaring ro -Thar he could never expett to lee, or find 
Peace on earth amongſt men, until the Spiritsof men were fo ated by the Spirit of 
God, as the Spheres are ſaid (in the old Philoſophy) to be ated above by Angels, 
Where all the little ſmaller Epicicles and Circles of every particular Orb, do all give 
up themſelyes wholly ro the condutt and motion of the larger and greater Spheres ; 

and truly (ſaid he) it is this, which (according to that Hypotheſis) doth make the . 
ſweeteſt Muſick: in Heaven ; and were the fame thing found and pratiſed amongſt 


men,, it would make the moſt pleaſant, and harmony on Earth,_But there — 
= Are few men + hg bleſſed with ſuch large and ſuch generow minds as his 
was 4 who'did bear the intereſt of the publick, and we/fare of the univerſal Church, 


ſo deeply engraven upon his heart. St: Ambroſe formerly was of this temper 3 
who! lived little to himſef, aud was all for:&thers z whoſe Motto it was, Partior mihi 
totus foris and our Saint might haye uſed the ſame word, for he had wholly dc- 
dicated arid deyoted himſcit- to the Service of the publick ; and fo long as he had 
any frength left, he did" moſt chearfully improve every Talent which God had lent 

him, to the honour of binr who had intrufed him therewith. 
The cloſe of _—PBut at laſt, when (by reaſon of his extreme age) he could nor opeirtyand publickly 
his old Age © do any other thing more for\'God or his Church,, and when he could ſcarcely fut- 
_ pert fer any thing more for the honour of either, he having parred already with all his 
— ſtared maintenance, for the;teſtimony of a" good Conſcierce ; he now gaye himſelf 
wholly to roy unto God for is Church, in private ; in which wotk, he uſually ſpenr 
four or five hours (ſometimes {tx or ſeven hours) every day in the Week ; deed, 
he did not, ( neither could he do at that age ) little @fe but pray : and - this*he 
..; >. , Was conftant in, both for the ;publick ;-and r all his Friends and Relations. 
——— Every.age of man hath.” its proper work;and ſpecial | imployment, and alſo harh its 
peculiar. exceflency and b/efſing Sper Tng; and ſpecially belonging . to' that age, 
according to that EXPL of the \Poer, ie Hays Coal T3 wowrs Wnrgh Tt 


44 [.9- 


; } =, Toung men. are attive, full ripe are Wiſe ani Sage, 
' A 944 Prayrs moſt devout, ſuits and becomes old age; 


___- The-likof Prayer was his imployment; daring all choſe" years wherein he exceeded 

| Fomrſcore, -which' was foxr ears, within a few tnoneths. -- _ OT IS 

His old Age, __- He lived to be thus aery off, and it/tnight be aid of his Foe, as it was of 'Abra- 
= ble  þajms, Gen«25:B.. It Wazzzigond ofd' Age;>It was a good ole Age on'many accotints 
"3 _— Ic was good in rcſpctt of its /ength and duration. It is reckoned as a bleſſing, whett 
God: catiſesa man to. fulfils dieys,- Exod/23726, It isa'tniercy when a mart comes to 

, bis Grave in' a full Ageg\ au\a'Shock of Corn ripe in its tus ſeaſon, Job 5.26. And it 

is very:remarkgble, that.the:moft eminent Servants and Children of God* (whiereot 

mention: is made in the Scripeare, -eirher'in the old or new Teftament) it is" ſaid" of 

moſt of ;themas: that they were long lived. : Thus' Adam-and Merhnſelah before the 
| Flood ; 


| 


[ 


by | 


Tr 


they were __ holy, atid that td 1/33 'Thie - 

man tells es may iu fot tn 

mc of 3; pe ney Few «at. Hi ol _ why ie tons i m8 bo EY 
abundant 0 was: becai Th 

- Sg good itt it. P ; n TP 


_—His Age was good al, becauſe it was art Haile and beatby old-A 
rimes whereit he was diſ-/þifited, abd troubled} with a firning Ago tavin 
reaſon of over mich Study'z' Which Laſted tive ab6ve two woniebs che Fir 7 fis and Tem- 
three months the laſt time) 'k | Ed hitri, fiat” he never hail oe Rk, þ 2 _ 


for above Threeſcore years of his Nel Was no flies 
rafe, alrhough a great nn hong 3: Riding; but" ir LE. 
hinder him above ten ys rh popkn Sar + or L4ho#f?) 16 that altnoſt- Ms 
days were Halcyon His o Fug, Joe fires, or Fe 
Martyr faith of Abr ms age + 9 = alicold Age, be 
from thoſe troubles that are #« uſually incident -thereunto)- | This jitts ;; 20s py 
foeſrin old Age, is reckoned a3 a double Mercy, hay, iGo Mofes, Dem. 34-7. ad * 
y Caleb, Joſh. w 44 w&, 17 


There were many th found in him which- (under God d 
dice to his heed, + ld ft eryed to lengthen out his'da NIN 


Conſcience of taking care to health. Hekiiew gun cnacinge to 
Fay liek of his Paforal work: IT Heads * Conſe we Pei 


of keeping that infrument e2n, which God had homies, (in be- 
honour by gegen! 1 Hevalued net 16: 
more ) by ek Brink the Temple of match 'uport 


Ne had an 


abr andirs: Holy \Ghofp, Git what Frqgene® 

to keep it = Mp repair. = 
—\ was a perſot: that was very temperate, and ways 

Diet. He did _ dig his Grave with his Teeth, as : Steyn pr 7 fpare | fnm— 


in Liquors, as too many others do. is ve anda rate in all 

al nes pm (well FO Phyſick, but no ye f COTE 

are over-c ged with Meats and Dri they. recoil upon, ru 

of diſcherging their proper Offices, they oiit into Surfcits and Difcafe 

he was 2 man of no violent the over-agitation of wh 

A ord ok Author) doth caute 'a 'tv9 in ſeeded of Hear . 
aleen produceth Feevers 1 EIT and” \ſed ny De DOnge, ps the 

cool and fweer. Ir is uſually mores ſequuntur humores ve ood 

CE th tener of of rheir bodies; *and it'is as true, that Aaonores Jogmuitur my 

— Bur agai el all mere ng thay den ined the more Beat 


res, mens _ depends mach upon, metrs manners. 

bean ,od. unneceſſ. ng 
nf Cod of God ftw wilipering whe ſe rinkgr weak 
bur he made as Little uſe Fol ate of Cn, finger: 


P but cated for none efſe. * Yy 
wr Henbar that the tar the Kok 6 Corel, yi xr ty | 


but the thinner it grows-,. He did rf «Cond | - th 
nor Oftner z ox be compares hu hrng oh % 
I makes it burn a litrle [ade bur withal 


LS. Me 
of natural Oil to feed it with. _Soine V 
cauſcd a little ſore upon. 9he of” 
before his departute, The ſtopping of th 
Prognoftick, CE) SFRs 


healthful Cra- 


186 The Life and Death 
He much de; - He kept his Bed but one whole day before his departure; a departure which he 
fired to be” had ing longed and waited for z and the yery day before his af day on Earth, ſome 
Gffolved. © mpany being with him, he ex how tnuch . comfort he did then take, to 
confeler how that his Saviour tafed death for him 3 and that Chriſt (by his | 
Reſiirreftion) had given him an aſſurance, that he was the firf-fruits of thoſe that q 
in him ; telling ſome that ſtood by him, that it was very much the _ of 
ieyers to rejoice, that death had loſt its Sting, and was now diarmet; and that 
they of the Grave ,was quite vanguifhed and overcome. Wo ek | 
Wis dying —A while after, he broke opt into the Apoſtolical »{4@, Oh the heighth, length, 
gpeeches: breadth, and depth of the unſearchable Rithes of the Grace of God in Chriſt Jefus ! 
.— Oh the height of that loye, whereby. God. hath declared pardon to poor Penicetus!. . 
— Oh the freeneſs of his Grace; who doth offer Chriſt ro all thax will receive him 
-— buntbly and believingly! that is, who will take him ,with an empty band, joining 
_-— nothing of their own works 'with the Merits of Chriſt in yoine of Jaſtification:: 
_- me while after; ſome perſons coming to ſee him, he told them, that he knew 
— not how to requite then (for that loye which they had ſhewn unto him) bees 
— than by exhorting them to redeem the time, eſpecially the time of youth and of 
— health ; for except there be firf (in heatth,)an inward! principle of Grace wrought 
_- inthe heart, the time of & and.old age would be yery unfir for (o great-a 
— work, as that of gainifg evidences for Hegven : for, {aid he, tines of ſickneſs and 
- old age, are-rimes of conſidering, - not of gaining ſuch evidences. He adviſed them 
wa herons (now in time) to prepare for Eternity ; and told them, that that work 


__ Was enly to be done, by entring into Covenant with God, and making. their Peace 
—- through Chrif ; which being Once wr 4 done, then ncicher a ſick-bed, nor: a' 
is laſtBreaths begs cou do Any —_— ital Spirits decayed more and more 
t aft V vital Spirits decayed more and more 
—W the Me ing of «> pun ty viz. December the 14th, 1677. when he cxpi 
his laſt breath, immediately entred into that Everlaſting Reſt, which he had 
often prayed, and ſo much prepared for. . St. Aufin tellSus, thar he date fay, That 
no man can die ill that hath lived well, De Dif. cap. 6. If this be ſo, then no wondes 
that ſuch perſons as have lived wal to deſire to be 2 Comm. as this man had ar- 
neſtly done, but bg always with ſubmiſhon : for though he had mortem in j-1 nh 
derit, defired to die, yet he had vitam in patientia, he was not impaticit 
- &. hence. His deſire was with an intire and abſolute reſignation to Diving 
pleaſure. | | 
& great Fa- _—Nither indeed, had he any cauſe-to be weary of the world, upon any other 
——_ of tn ave this. viz. to be fully rid of the body of death; for u nes | axodns 
Hearen. he had lead as hap a life as'moſt men ever did on Earth. RTE, he VeLIe 
and proportion of true delight, of Juicer plenty, of real honour higher or | 
rs, en what he injoyed of thele things, would haye been either dangerovis 
ot troubleſome. He was bleſſed with an excellent remper and craſfis of Body, with 
great natural and acquired parts, with almoſt an univerſal freedom from any great 
 affiftion t a long tratt of time, during his whole Lite. 25 /inigh v4 
—- He was bleſſed with pious, prudent and affeftionareRelations, both Wives arid 
Children. He was greatly uſeful and ſerviceable to God in his Generation. He Wis po 
ingaged always in an imployment, where the very work is ſufficient wages : bij 
aboye all, he was bleſt with an holy heart, and beantified with an heavenly Converſa- 
tion. He lived long, and lived well, and ſlept into Glory. 
'—-—Thus hath been given tq the Reader, a ſmall Piture of a man of great grate, 
bolineſs and virtue. It ſhould have been more conrafted, had it been fitting” fo 
to do ; but it was conſidered, that what the Orator faid when he was JiCoud ing 
of that famous Ciry Carthage, That ir were better not to ſpeak any thing of it, 
than.ro ſpeak but little of 1t, was true in reference to: our preſent ſubject ; for it 
might be ſaid of him, that he was indeed, Pir nec dicendus nec tacendu ; for 
& Way & 2099-napiey; bo Yeak but _#s OR, a6 impoſlible ro pub- 
The verity -— If any Reader, obſerying the great hononr and veneration, which is herein paid 
and impart to the Name and Memory. of ti yery ler and holy Man, (who was a Bic 
is 


ry of this __ſenter, and did ſuffer the loſs of vin that account ) ſhall thereajſqn 
* — conje that the Publiſher hereof, is og ar rien of hike Spirit, but / 


Sublaqee allo, of like Interef, with hita of whom he' writes, (having a Wy a 
| | j- ying 
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Living for the ſame reaſon) ler ſuch Readers know that they are hercin miſtaken  —” 
_- for the Writer of this Life was never ejected for Nom-conformity : Neither hath he —— 

gained or faved, or loſt 0 ny for adhering to any one party of men; for he 

doth hate Schiſm on both hands; and if he hath at any rime Preached ſince the 4# 

of Uniformity, either jn publick Churches, or in privare Meetings, he hath never 

-received any reward, or ſuffered any puniſkment for ſo doing. He doth ſtudiouſly 
ſhun and avoid all things or occaſions, which might Bribe, Blind, or prejudice his 
Judgment, or might tempt him to partiality. He highly honours all men of worth, 
and for this reaſon he did not dare to conceal thoſe exce/lencies ( of the deceaſed ) 
which are here recorded ; with whom he doth chiefly Harmomze in his univerſal 
and Catholick Charity. p | 

—Ic hath becn told, how greatly this Learned Man did love all good men, of l 

_ perſwaſions ; which made him alſo to be beloved, and admired both by Confot- 
miſts and Non-conformiſts, whocame jointly to vitit him ; and pay equally their 
due reſpeRs to him fo long as he lived ; both ſorts did greatly t theirlols 
in his departure: all the Neighbouring Miniſters, and People of diflcring Judg- 
ments, ſolemnized this Funeral with great con-joyned ſorrow. 

--AReverend Conformiſt, now Dr. in ON, Pached his Funeral Sermon ; 
whercin he gave as great, and as high a Character of his tranſcendent worth, as 
is here given. Ir is true, that he then being ignorant of the full Hifory of his Life, 
and not having ſeen his Diary, his ex $s could be only more general, of thoſe 
things which are here declared more fully and particularly. And let the Reader yer 
farther know,that it being deſired by the Publiſher, that another Reverend, Renowned, 
and very Learned Conformiſt, (an op—_ of the deccaſed) would allo tefife 
and make known thoſe things which he had obſerved in him worthy of remark and 
arm" he was pleaſed to ſend the Publiſher the following Letter in anſwer to his 
requeſt. 


—M R. Samuel Fairclough, the ſometimes famous and juſtly applauded _ 
Rector of Kedington alias Kettor in agro Suffolcienſsi, was a Per- 
ſon of great Renown, of eminent-Note, and of Tranſcendent Abilities : 
He was like a City. ſet upon an Hill, and as Saz/ among the People, ſq 
heamong his Brethren, higher than any of thei from the ſhoulders and 
upwards : whoſe name was exceeding precious, and as Ointment youre 
forth, 1 Sam. 18. 30. "Ko we WY The ſound whereof gaveſo large 
an Eccho, not only in his own, but in the adjacent Counties, that he 
was generally owned, and juſtly eſteemed (for his extraordinary Mini- 
ſterial Abilities and Labours in the work of the Lord), as the Prizes in- 
ter ones; whom all the People were attentive to hear, and imnpipen 
uns dun, bung uport his month in hearing him. Luc. 19. ult. Crit. ſacr- 
-- He flouriſhed firſt in thoſe times, when publick, practical, and editying 
Preaching was but too ſcarce, (for reaſons commonly divulged, and not 
fit for me to take notice of, ) But by his prudent conduct of. himſelf and 
of his Miniſtry, he obtained the favour, and the happineſs of continuing 
in his publick Labours, and weekly LeQtures : by reaſon whereof, asI have — 
been often credibly informed, his Church was ſo thronged, that (though, — 
for a Village, very large and capacious, yet) there was no getting in, un- 
lefs by ſome hours attending before his Exerciſe ar, Fs 3 and then the out- 
ward Walls were generally lined with Sholes and Multitudes of People, 
which came ('many) from far, (ſome above twenty Myes) ſo that you -- 
ſhould ſee the Church-yard (which was likewiſe very ſpacious) Barri- © 
cadoed with Horſes, tyed to the outward Rayles, while their Owners - 
were greedily waiting tg hear the word of Life from his mouth. And ©. 
—4s that famous Mr, Rogers of Dedham was the Fairclough of Eſſex, ſo'he — 
| | 1 
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_— wasthe Rogers of Suffolk. -1 ſometimes attended upon his publick Le- 


_Etures, and heard him with trembling and ade 
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ration 3for he was a 
Boanerges in the Pulpit, not only in reſpett of the ſtrength of his Voice, 
and terribleneſs of his expreſſion, when he thundered againſt prophane. 
neſs, and enforced to Repentance 3 but in regard of the ſolidneſs of his 
matter ; free from all light, raſh, uncouth expreſſions 3 nauſcating Tay. 
tologies, u_ crudeand affeted phraſes (which have been noted, 
and juſtly cenſured in ſome others, although applauded and magnified 
by the injudicious end moveable Multitude) but cloſely compacted, ju- 
diciouſly framed, and eFcellently methodiz'd, though ina Stile and man- 


— ner peculiar to himſelf, (for I confeſs, I have ſeldom or never heard the 


AU— 


like, with reſpe& to all thoſe admirable ingredients) and managed with 
ſikch cogency of Reaſon, and ſtrength of Argument, that he at once both 
drew, and conquered and compelled his Auditors. And I doubt nor but 
he was a moſt happy and bleſſed Inſtrument (in the hand of the great God) 
to turn many to Righteouſneſs. -All this time I only knew him by report, 
and ſight in publick, having for ten years and upwards (though then of 
the Vicinity) no private Acquaintance at all with him. And indeed, he 
had ſucha Majeſtick preſence, and ſuch a ſevere and reſerved Gravity in 
his Countenance, that it (together with the Authority of his Miniſtry ) 
had gained upon me, and did ſtrike a kind of awful fear into me, which 
made me look upon it as\an high degree of preſumption, for a perſon ſo 
young as then 1 was, and ſufficiently conſcious of my own unworthinefs, 
once to attempt the favour of ſo great a man, and ſo renowned and ho- 
noured in his Generation./But I was quickly undeceived, and ſoon after, 
ealily apprehended my great errour and miſtake which I had fo Jong la- 
boured under._-For about that time, being drawn by ſome others (ina 
matter of great concern.) to wait upon him, I had ſuch a friendly and ge- 
nerous Reception, and found him ſo meek, ſo affable, fo humble and 
familiar in his deportment and behaviour ; and -I was ſo ſurprifed and 
captivated with the ſweetneſs of his diſpoſition, thatI came away chiding 
my ſelf tor my former timidity, -and conceiving a kind of indignation in 
my boſom, that I had deprived my felf (for ſo many years) of ſuch in- 
comparable benefit, which I might have gained by a Converſe ſo advan- 
tageous to me, both as to this, and the other world. Yet I ſoon happily 
experienced an abundant compenſation ; for the truth is, from that time 
he caſt an eſpecial eye, and ſet a ſignal mark of peculiar favour and friend- 
= upon me; and ſoon took me for his moſt intimate acquaintance: 
and he was quickly the firſt occafion of that Preferment, the great God 
by his means hath graciouſly advanced me to. And now I frequently re- 
Lorted to him 3 and they were the pleaſanteſt, and moſt delightful Jour- 
neys Tever made in all my.life : for what he ſaid of his Friend, Semper 4 
te doFior redeo, T could truly, and with a more happy addition ſay of 
him, Semper ab illo doFior &- melior redii. His ſpeech was gracious,and 
ſeaſoned with Salt : His arguments nervous and cogent : His Ecowrl ſen- 
tentious : His ayings Apothegms, and all tending to promote true Piety, 
and the power of Godlineſs, His Converſation ſuch as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus 3 and I may juſtly pronounce of him that high and 
lofty, yet ingenious commendation Gregory Nazianzex pronounced on 
the great St, Baſel, That hethundered in his DoFrine, and lightened in his 
Converſation. Orat. funebr. in laudem Baſil. M.He was very exatt in Family 
Diſcipline, and throughly digeſted that of the great Apoſtle, 7f « man 
know not bow to rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he takg care of. the Church of 
; God? 
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God? 1 Tim. 3. 5,,I have been often at his Table, and in Family-Duty — \ 

- with him, where his heart would be exceedingly ealarged z and his deſign —— 

was to engage all to love and fear the Lord. He comfortably experi- 

enced the benefit and the bleffting of it: Living to ſee all his Children 

grown up to great. maturity in ſpiritual Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 

and walking in the fear of the Lord 3 ſome of them eſpecially, with — 

whom I have had amore intimate converſe, . are true Inheritors of their — 

Fathers eminent Virtues and admired Ornaments,_- In a word, I may — 

truly ſay of him, he was as ApoPos, mighty in the &criptures, Fervent in — 

Spirit, ſerving the Lord night and day withvinceſſant Prayer, and yn- 

wearied Supplicatiogs 3 and as Barzgbas. a good man, . nor. gilded but 

Gold ; having, as Dexzetrizo, a good report of all men, and of-the Truth 

it ſelf; ſhining as a great Light in his Generation, and tranſmitting and 

ſending forth eminent Rayes and Beams to enlighten others. -I never — 

obſerved any thing in him that a very Momus might, without abomina- 

ble wreſting, carpat. From this time I attended more frequently: upon 

his Leftures, which I more and more admired, both for : the excellency 

of the matter, his rare and choice , notions, .grave and ponderous 'Sen- 

tences, ſoundne(s of Dodrine, ſolid Learning, and in a more ſublimated- 

.and advanced Style, or as Lypſixe phraſes it, Stylo imperatorio, than 

what (1 thought.) I had before obſerved; and, as I apprehended, be- 

youd the capacity of tnoſt of his Hearers; They were indeed elegant 

and rare Diſcourſes, ſuited ad Cleruzw (many of which uſually ———_— 

rather than 44 Populus ; which, as I remember, I ſometimes infinyated 

to him ; But I found, he was now habituated and grown up to ſuch. a 

"noble, generous and maſculine way of expreſſion ; and. it was become 

ſd. familiar to him, that it was. hardly in his power to, take off himſelf 

from that Grandeur in his publick Diſcourſes, And this I the rather be- 

lieved, becauſe even in Prayer, not only in publick, but in his Family 

(which ſometimes, as I ſaid, Lhad the bleed advantage of.) . His way 

of expreſſion was proportionable. . And the truth is, he had a ſuper- 

eminent freedom in that Divine Exerciſe, beyond any I have ' known I 

neither making too bold with the great God, nor guilty of any indecen- 

cies 3 which was then too common a fault and indignity,: offered to the 

God of the whole world : but addrefling himſelf with that Reverence 

and Humility to the gn and ſacred Majeſty of Heaven. arg Earth, 

with that abaſedneſs of Spirit.1n cularged Conteflion- (which ſame had 

then almoſt quite forgotten) and with that ardour and earneſtneſs of, 284+ 

lous affeftion, that the Ringoen of. Heaven ſeemed to-ſuffer Violence, — 

and he to be one of the violent that took it by force. -He was a:perfon _— 

of a molt exa and ſolid judgment, and happy was he that could: obtaig — 

and follow hisCounſel 3 which I confeſs, I think ſome choice- Friends 

only were enriched with 3 for (living in Critical times): he was very 

much (I am ſure I thought too much) relerved : I my ſelf yet found 

ſuch ſucceſs in tollowing thoſe advices which I gained from him, that I 

reſorted to him as to an,Oracle 3 and could L have obtained it,: ſhould 

have been unwilling to have tranſacted any. matter of- moment, but,.b 

the Law of his mouth 3 which I always found guided within the vounds 

of pure Religion and undefiled, and by. the exaGteſt rules of. profiagnd 

prudence 3 and withal, he ſeemed to have. more than ordinary. 

of Contingencies. He was an excellent Peace-maker, and. yery: 

in. his Deciſions and Concluſions, which many have found ey , ) 
| [ 
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&tures, and heard him with trembling and o——_ z-for he was a 
Boanerges in the Pulpit, not only in reſpett of the ſtrength of his Voice, 
and terribleneſs of his expreſſion, when he thundered againſt prophane. 
neſs, and enforced to Repentance 3 but in regard of the ſolidneſs of hig 
matter 3 free from all light, raſh, uncouth expreſſions ; nauſeating Tay- 
tologies, indigeſted, crude and affe&ed phraſes (which have been noted, 
and juſtly cenfared in ſome others, although applauded and magnified 
by the injudicious end moveable Multitude) but cloſely compacted, ju- 
diciouſly framed, and eFcellently methodiz'd, though ina Stile and man- 


— ner peculiar to himſelf, (for I confeſs, I have ſeldom or never heard the 


like, with reſpe& to all thoſe admirable ingredients) and managed with 
ſikch cogency of Reaſon, and ſtrength of Argument, that he at once both 
drew, and conquered and compelled his Auditors. And I doubt not but 
he was a moſt happy and bleſſed Inſtrument (in the hand of the great God) 
to turn many to Righteouſneſs. -All this time I only knew him by report, 
and ſight in publick, having for ten years and upwards ("though then of 
the Vicinity) no private Acquaintance at all with him. And indeed, he 
had ſuch a Majeſtick preſence, and ſuch a ſevere and reſerved Gravityin 
his Countenance, that it (together with the Authority of his Miniſtry ) 
had gained upon me, and did ſtrike a kind of awful fear into me, which 
made me look upon it as an high degree of preſumption, for a perſon ſo 
young as then was, and ſufficiently conſcious of my own unworthinef, 
once to attempt the favour of ſo great a man, and fo renowned and ho- 
noured in his Generation./But I was quickly undeceived, and ſoon after, 
ealily apprehended my great errour and miſtake which I had fo Jong la- 
boured under. _-For about that time, being drawn by ſome others (ina 
matter of great concern) to wait upon him, I had ſuch a friendly and ge- 
nerous Reception, and found him ſo meek, ſo affable, fo humble and 
familiar in his deportment and behaviour ; and -I was ſo ſurprifed and 
captivated with the ſweetneſs. of his diſpoſition, that I came away chiding 
my ſelf for my former timidity, and conceiving a kind of indignation in 


my boſom, that had deprived my ſelf (for ſo many years) of ſuch in- 


comparable benefit, which I might have gained by a Converſe ſo advan- 
tageous to me, both as to this, and the other world. Yet I ſoon happily 
experienced an abundant compenſation ; for the truth is, from that time 
he caſt an eſpecial eye, and ſet a ſignal mark of peculiar favour and friend- 
ap upon me; and ſoon took me for his moſt intimate acquaintance: 
and he was quickly the firſt occafion of that Preferment, the great God 
by his means hath graciouſly advanced me to. And now I frequently re- 
Lorted to him 3 and they were the pleaſanteſt, and moſt delightful Jour- 
neysT ever made in all my life : for what he ſaid of his Friend, Semper 4 
te doFior redeo, T could truly, and with a more happy addition ſay of 
him, Semper ab illo doFior & melior redii, His ſpeech was gracious,and 
ſeaſoned with Salt : His arguments nervous and cogent : His Ecour ſen- 
tentious: His ſayings Apothegms, and all tending to promote true Piety, 
and the power of Godlineſs, His Converſation ſuch as becometh the 
Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus ; and I may juſtly pronounce of him that high and 
lofty, yet ingenious commendation Gregory Nazianzew pronounced on 
the greatSt, Baſil, That he thundered in his DoTFrine, and lightened in his 
Converſation. Orat. funebr, in laudem Baſil. M.He was very exatt in Family 
Diſcipline, and throughly digeſted that of the great Apoſtle, 1f « man 
know not bow to rule his own Houſe, how ſhall he takg care of the Church of 
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God ? 1 Tim. 3. 5,I have been often at his Table, and in Family-Duty — 
- with him, where his heart would be exceedingly ealarged ; and his deſign —- 
was to engage all to love and fear the Lord, He comfortably experi- 
enced the benefit and the blefſfing of it : Living to ſee all his Children 
grown up to great. maturity in ſpiritual Wiſdom and Underſtanding, 
and walking in the fear of the Lord 3 ſome of them eſpecially, with — 
whom I have had amore intimate converſe,. are true Inheritors of their — 
Fathers eminent Virtues and admired Ornaments, - In a word, I may — 
truly ſay of him, he was as ApoVos, mighty in the&criptures, Fervent in — 
Spirit, ſerving the Lord night and day withAnceſſant Prayer, and ya- 
wearied Supplications 3 and as Berzgbas. a good man, , not. gilded but. 
Gold; having, as Dexzetrize, a good report of all men, and of the Truth 
it (elf; ſhining as a great Light in his Generation, and tranſmitting and 
ſending forth eminent Rayes and Beams to calighten others. -I never — 
obſerved any thing in him that a very Momus might, without abomina- 
ble wreſting, carp.at. , From this time I attended more frequently upon 
his Leftures, which I more and more admired, both for : the excellency 
of the matter, his rare and choice , notions, .grave and ponderous Sen- 
tences, ſoundneſs of Dodtrine, ſolid Learning, and in a more ſublimated- 
.and advanced Style, or as Lypixe phraſes it, Stylo imperatorie, than 
what (I thought) I had before obſerved; and, as I apprehended, be- 
youd the capacity of tnoſt of his Hearers; They were. indeed elegant 
and rare Diſcourſes, ſuited ad Cleruxz (many of which uſually — 
rather than 44 Populum 5 which, as I remember, I ſometimes infinuated 
to him ; But I found, he was now habituated and grown up to ſuch. a 
"noble, generous and maſculine way of expreſſion ; and. it was become 
ſo. familiar to him, that it was. hardly in his power to, take off himſelf 
from that Grandeur in his publick Diſcourſes,, And this I the rather be- 
lieved, becauſe even in Prayer, not only in publick, but in his Family 
(which ſometimes, as I ſaid, L had the bleſſed advantage of.) . His way 
of expreſſion was proporiionable. . And the truth is, he had a ſuper- 
eminent freedom in that Divine Exerciſe, beyond any I have known; 
neither making too bold with the great God; nor guilty of any indecen- 
cies 3 which was then too common a fault and indignity,: offered to the 
God of the whole world : but addrefling himſelf with that Reverence 
and Humility to the ſupream and facred Majeſty of Heaven arig Earth, 
with that abaſedne(s of Spirit.in cularged Conteflion- (which ſame had 
then almoſt quite forgotten) and with that ardour and earneltneſi of, zea- 
lous affetion, that the Kingdom of. Heaven ſeemed to-ſuffer Violence, — 
and he to be one of the violent that took it by force, -He was di/perfon — 
of a molt exa@ and ſolid judgment, and happy was he that could:obtaig — 
and follow his Counſel 3 which I confeſs, I think ſome choice. Friends 
only were enriched with 3 for (living in Critical times): he was very 
much (I am ſure | chought too much) relerved: I my ſelf yet found 
ſuch ſucceſs in following thoſe advices which I gai from him, that I 
reſorted to him as to an.Oracle 3 and could L haye obtained.it,: ſhould 
have been unwilling to have tranſacted any ma of- moment, but.-b 
the Law of his mouth 3 which I always found guided within haboenh 
of pure Religion and undefiled, and by. the exatteſt rules of profannd 
prudence 3 and withal, he ſeemed to have, more than ordinary. 
of Contingencies. He was an excellent Peace-maker, and-yery: 
in. his Deciſions and Concluſions, which many have found og = ; 
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ſ culty in, ſo to arbitrate and end a matter, a« to ſend away the diflering 
parties both equally ſatisfied. | Once there fell out a difference between 
my ſelf and a Neighbour Miniſter, we both centred in him to judge the 
Cauſe, and decide the Controverſie : which he did,: with ſo much gra- 
vity, piety, meckneſs, moderation and ſtrength of Reaſoning (after he 
had ſummed up the whole matter, and ſhewn the inconvemencies on 
either fide) without any the leaſt partiality, that though neither of us 
both had our wills, yet both came away fully contented, and were Jovi 
' Friends ever aſter. He was adorned and enriched with ſound and 'ſober 
Principles, very moderate in his Judgment, as to our late (and ſtill con. 
tinued) unhappy Controverſies. I knew a Friend that went to kim for 
advice upon the point of Conformity, and I had it” fron! himſelf, that 
he received this Anſwer from him, You' ſhall excuſe*me-as to any poſi- 
tive Reſolution, this only I fay to = : though I cannot for divers rea- 
ſons (not ſo fit to be communicated) yield to all that is enjoyned ; yet 

_— tlys I aſſure you, I judge what is injoined to be ſuch, That if a man lives 
holily, and walks humbly with God,I ſhall ever love him, notwith- 
ſtanding his Conformity 3- and if he be' proud, contentious and prophane, 

-— I will never think well of him for his Non-conformity._ And he was fo 
affeted and afflited with our Diſſenfions about lefler things , that hear- 
ing ſome others and my ſelf, debating ſome of thoſe diſputable things, 
He pallionately brake off our Diſcourſe with that Sz/pirinm Bucholce- 
riannm:; DQuis ne liberabit ab hac rixoſa Theologia. He ever deteſted 
and abhorred that Regicide committed upon our late dread Soveraign ; 
and was ſo affetted with it, upon the firſt infauſtous 30th of Fannery that 

he had liberty to Preach; he choſe his Text out of Hoſ. 1.4. And was 
ſo exceedingly tranſported at that amazing and moſt bleſſed Revolu- 
tion, in the miraculous and happy return of our dread Soveraign (whom 
God in mercy to'this poor Nation, and his Church therein, long pre- 
ſerve) that upon the firſt occaſion, as T have been credibly informed, he 
vented his Joy in his publick Exerciſe to the People, from thoſe words 
of Loyal Mephiboſheth, who had been falfly and baſely accuſed, 2 Sam. 
19. 30. Tea, let him take all, foraſmuch as my Lord the King is come again 
in Peace unto his own Houſe, 1 much bewailed his exauthorifing himſelf 
and his publick Mimſtry ; and have often thought, _ that if there had — 
— been a Temper found, whereby ſuch uſeful and ſober ſpirited men (as 1 — 
— always obſerved him to be) might have been continued in their publick 
a Fundion, on, under the ſhelter and protettion of a legal SanQtion, it had 
— bveena mighty ſtrengthning to the Proteſtant Intereſt, and much better 
_—— with the Church of Ergland than now itis. Though, far be it from me 
to cenſure or call in queſtion the AQions and Decrees of our Superioure, 
to whom 1 have long ſince learned, in' all things, not contrary to the 
Revelation of the Divine Will in the Sacred Cannons, to ſubje& my 
ſelf, not only far Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience ſake, whatever has 
been pretended or objetted to the contrary. Helived many years after. 
this, to the 83. or 84. year of his Ape, and _ have done much Scr- 
vice to the Church of God in his publick Miniſtry, by his eminent worth 
and exemplary Converſation; made more manifeſt to the world : But his 
Spirit was then much broken with that diſmal and abortive ſuddain change 
which he ſadly experienced in that place, (wherein formerly his Mini- 
ſtry-kad been ſo fruitful, powerful and ſucceſsful) and he ſeveral times 
cemplained of it to me with great Jamentation ; and I doubt not but 
this 


———_— 
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this made his Remove the more eaſie to him, _-Though I muſt perſwade —- 
my ſelf (if other conſiderations, which he reſerved to himſelf, had not - 
preponderated) he would not have dcſerted his Charge, meerly upon — 
that ſole account z for his bowels did exceedingly yearn towards that. -- 
People. Once remember going to his Lefture, 1t happened to prove a — 
Funeral Sermon for a poor Woman, that in her ſickneſs never ſent to him, — 


nor gave him the leaſt intimation of her defire to ſpeak with him; and —- 
fo far as T can recolle@, he told me, that he knew nothing of it, living — 
at a conſiderable diſtance, till it was toolate. __The good old Gentleman — 
(in the pangs and throws of his Spirit, fixes upon that Subjet, Fees 5. 
I4, 15. 1s any ſick among you, let hins tall for the Elders of the Church, 
and let them pray over him —— From whence, having moſt learnedly and 
judiciouſly aflerted the Duty of the People, to ſend for their Miniſter at 
ſuch a time ; and ſhewn the great benefits might come to them thereby; 
he did ſo dolefully and paſſionately bewail his own unbappineſs, that any 
(under his _— and charge) frould go to Eternity ( he not havin 
exersiſed his Paſtoral Office towards them ) that I believe it greatly of 
feted all that were preſent z and ſent away many with weeping Eyes, 
and akeing Hearts, for what they had heard that day ; ſo highly yalued, 
and ſo dearly beloved, were the Souls of the megneſt of his People to him. 
After his withdrawing from Kettox, I commonly once or twice in a year, 
(till he removed into high Suffolk waited uponſhim, to, tender my re- 
ſpecs and duty to him; and always found him chearful, full of {weer 
content 3 never complaining, but of the prophaneneſs and iniquity of the 
times, and Divifions of the Church of God, repleniſhed with holy and 
heavenly motions, ſpiritual breathings, and bleſſed hopes of catring in- 
to.Gods eternal reſt 3” and Riill maintaining his ancient freedom and famili- 
arity with me, and that eſteem he had (altogetber undeſervedly) con- 
ceived of me. And Iexperienced him fo true a Friend (though I ra- 
ther juſtly honoured him as a Father) that neither difference of Opinion, 
nor diſtance of place, nor ſeldomneſs of Converſe, nor ariy worldly re- 
ſpe&s, did cauſe the leaſt ab-alienation of his ſpirit from a perſon fo un- 
worth : which moſt of all appeared, in the laft viſit I gave him at Stow- 
market; when quite ſpent and worn out with Age, he delivered himfelf 
rothis putpoſe 3 I am now goihg out of the world, of which I have had 
ay full, and muſt leave you, and all my Friends 3 But I have charged - 
my Sons when Iam gone that you may have no cauſe to complain for want 
of me ; but that they maintain and keep up, the ſame degree of _ 
4 and friendſhip to you, that I have done. So firm was his Love, ſo 
" ſtedfaſt and immoveable his tranſcendent Kindneſs, that he would have 
it out-live Death it ſelf : In this degenerous and declining Age, ſuch a 
faithful Friend who can find > With what Circumſtances his Sickneſs and 
Death was attended, I know not, nor ever had any account of; being 
at that time hindered from paying my dutiful Reſpefts to him, by the 
heavy afliting hand of the juſt and holy God long upon me. But 1 per- 
--fwade my ſelf, the frame and aftings of his Soul at his Diſlolutibo, were 
proportionable and ſuitable to the eminent Holineſs of his Life z and he 
wiſe Converſation was in Heaven; while detained here on Earth, could 
hot but have much of Heaven in his heart, in his neareſt approaches thi- 
ther; Theſe ate but ſome of thoſe many Excellencies .Cwhich on a ſud- 
den, and in a great hurry of buſineſs) I could haſtily gather up, as Frag- 


melts rather than Memoirs, to be remarked in this Worthy and _—_ 
rable 
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The Life and Death of Mr. Thomis Wadi1- 
worth, whe Died Anno Chriſti;157s, 


Homes Wedfwerth was born of honeſt Parectts, December 15. Anne Chri- 
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ry Hh a6ge. PIER fi Bovietrey ap itn ap Ouch, 26. Cech: 
| wa 
ur” Whilſt he wx "4p Infant be bad fach a dangerous Thruſhin his Throa, 
thatche Milk which was into his Mouth (not having right, and free Paſ- 
ſage) came our at his And he was grown ſo weak within the Month, that Y 


in the Judgmenc of thoſe about him, -he was given bp for Dead. Yea, the Nurſe 
that had him in her Lap, thought to kaye laid kim out as © dead Corps onely far- 
boxe till they had done Diriner ; in which ſpace (the Nurſe ao 45a" 
expired with a Grone) the Child gave aKetk, wherenpon the putting ber Finger 

into his Throat, pulrd out the Core, which being taken away, opened a fres and 
| pee -downt bis Throat. 
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The Life and Death : 


bewailed his own Folly in declining ſuch an ones Company, and requelied hisear- 
neſt Prayers with him, and for him. And Mr. Wadſworth dealt freely and moſt 


\ _[Acompeſſionatly with him, and afterward he ſo comforted this dejected Penitent, 


, at 


chat he gave good evidence of a real work of Grace wrought upon his, Heart, and 
Dyed very comfortably,” to the great joy of the Inſtritments. 

— He kept a Diary or Note-Book, which he began (as it ſeem#th) Anno Chriſt; 1650. 
wherein it appears that he kept a ſtrift narrow watch;over his Heart, rook notice 
of the abarrations and wandrings of it, and of Godgegracious difpenſations ro- 
wards him ; which for brevity ſake I omit, referring th 4 Reader to his Life writ- 
cen much larger, and Printed for Tho- Parkbuſt, Anno Clit; 1680. 

= Anno Chriſti 1652. He being yet but Bachilor of A ;s, it pleaſed God to take 
away -his'aged Father by-Death, whereupon his worldly concerns called him kome 
to the place of - his Nativity. Here, when he had performed the laft Offices to his 
Dying, and Dead Father, and was comforting his ſorrowful Mother, and inſtruc- 
ting the-Family ; he was importuned by) ſome godly Chriſtians of his acquaintance, 
to exerciſe, and imploy - his Talents in Preaching the Goſpel as occaſion ſhould be 
ottered. . 36. (he: | 


—_- And this motien upon their Invitation he:readily Embraced; and by his Preach- 


ing gave ſuch evident Proofs of his Experitnental Knowledge, Urterance, and his 
Zeal for God and his Glory, that upon. the Death of Mr. Morton (a very Reve: 
rend and Worthy Miniſter ) the Pariſhioners of St. Mary Newington-Buts, having 
heard him Preach, and being fatisfied of his Learning, Piery, and Miniſterial Abili- 
ries, -Petitioned for him to thoſe who were then .in Authority, and Feb. 16. 1652: 
he was ordered to the Reffory, as a Godly and Orrhodox Divine. And'this was very 
Remarkable in his Eleftion; yet, though- the Pariſhioners were divided into two 
ſeveral Parties, and both went-with. their Peritions unto Weſtminſter to have a Mi- 
niſter @tled among them, neither Party knowing, the others mind, yer; they-bottt 
pitched upon him, for whom-rthe.-unanimous Pariſhioners did eatily © obtain a 
Grant; | 


——Probably, much about this time, he was dioſen a Fellow of Chrifts Colledg, 


whereof he was a Member before; yet, by the advice .of Dr. Bolton, afore-men« 
tioned, who was the Head of the Houſe, and his ſpecial Friend, he reſfolved-ro acs 
cept of the charge at Newington where hewas ſo unanimouſly defired, and Where 
he might (as he thought) have a better opportunity of doing good to Souls, whicli 
thing was moſt upon his heart. 4 


_ —— Having now a Paſtoral charge, -hisnext buſimeſs and care was to proceed-to Gr 


dination, and having after-a ſtrift'Examination,; and Profeſſion of his Faith, been 
ſolemnly ſer aparr to the Miniſterial Ofhce by Faſting and Prayer, and the laying 
on.of 'the Presbitery's Hands in at great "Congregation, in the Church of St. Mary- 
Ax,"'Londen: He, like a good Husband-man;: conſidermg what courſe to take fot 
che beſt advantage of the People, now committed by God to his'charge; and re- 
ſolved'/ro Carechize them, which he was very 'zealous to do, which;alſo he did with 
very great and good ſucceſs, | 


—= On the Lords days in his-own Farnily, when his great work was over” in the Pub- 


lick Congregation, - he had his Sermons repeated, and himſelf Prayed, and -ſung 
Pſalmy with them; And being well. inſtructed of his Lord and Maſter, and remem- 
bring the Apoſtles charge. 2 Tim! 4.2; Preach the Ward : be inſtant, in ſeaſon, out of 
ſea/on, 8c. About this ome, there being a-great'and long Froſt , when poor Wa- 
termen were hard put'ro it for a Subſiltance, he ſet up an expoſitory Lecture, for 
tour or- five mornings in a week, which! he continued at leaſt rwo months together, 
and his Labours were attended with God's ſpecial Bleſſings : for it pr6ved a means 
of turning ſeveral Perſbns- fromthe evil of their ways to God; and fome that bad 
lived loofly, could, with humiliry. and thankfulneſs acknowledge, that a work of 
Grace was then wrought upon them, | {that there were the Seals of his Miniſtry, 
and of: char Truth, Prov.'25. 11." A nord ſpoken in ſeaſon, &C. | 


————-—-Thus this painful Servant of God'continued in the work of his Miniſtry, till he 


was forced to reſign that Benefice to. one Mr. Fames Megg:s, in the twelfth of King 
Charles the 2d. and in the montli of- Aug»ft, he pretending a legal title to the place. 


-—- Yet the great God, who had made much uſe of this choiſe Inſtrument in his work, 


would not as yet let him lye by uſelefs. - For beſides his Lecture on Saturday morrs 


ings 
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of Mr. Thomas Wadſworth, &c. 


ings at St. Antholmes, and ſometimes alſo there at five a Clock in the evenings on 
the Lords day, and for ſome time on Munday-Nights at Margaret Fiſhſtreet-Hill, Lon- 
don ; where, by the concourſe of Auditors, it was evident that his Labours were 
much valned ; he was, by the Pariſhioners of Lawrence-Poulrney (in - whoſe Hand 
the Preſentation to the Place then was) choſen to be their Miniſter, where he con- 
tinued (being then a Widdower) in the Houſe of his worthy Friend, Mr. Robert de 
Luna, Merchant, till that Black Bartholomew Anno Chriſts 1662. at which time, 
he, with many Hundreds more-of his Brethren, were calt ont of cheir Places, and 
Imployments. 


At the requeſt of hisFriends, he Preached a Farewel Sermon to them on Satur- 


day-night before that diſmal day, though they ſpake not to him till that very day at 
Dinner, and requeſted him to Preach upon that Text, Mal. 3. 16. Then they that 
feared the Lord ſpake often one to another , and the Lord hearkened, and heard, and a 
Bock of Remembrance was written before bim for them that feared the Lird, and that 
thought on bis Name. | 


—— Having Dined, he went afide to his Meditations. He would often ſay ; Bleſſed 


be God, if I have bur a little time to premeditate and digeſt my matter, I am ne- 
ver at a loſs for words on my Maſters Ambally. *Iwas obſerved by his Friends, 
who moſt converſed with him, and in whoſe Houſe he ſojourned for ſome time, 
that he was a Praiſe-worthy man in all his Deporement, of ſinguler Piety, and « 
conſtant promoter of Holineſs in the Families wherein he reſided. He uſed ro be 
much raiſed in his Spirit when he came from Preaching, eſpecially from the Table of 
the Lord, being then as in an Heaven upon Earth. 


—-He would with much Prudence reprove ſm in any Perſon, of what - Quality or 


Rank ſoever.. That might rightly be faid”of him , which is Recorded of Mr. H. 


— Latimer, Martyr. He did behave” himſelf as a faithful peſlenger of God, being 


afraid of no man: Telling all Degrees their Duties faithfully and truly , without 
reſpect of Perſons, or any kind of flattery: ML 


— Hecared not much to converſe with the ' Rich, except it were to bring them off 


to works of Charity. When, itt the things of this World he met with Difappoint- 
ments, he uſed to paſs them over:as*not much cencerned.' In Diſcourſe he was ve- 
ry mild, and would ſuffer others to ſpeak, and having heard them, he would with- 
out Paſſion, and with Judgment and clearneſs return an anſwer to them, 

— If he heard one Chriſtian ſpeak bitterly-againſt another, he would fay, thar pro- 
bably he meant better than heexpreſled himfelf : and'if what he faid could be ra- 
ken in two Senſes, it onght to be Interpreted in the beſt. Thoſe who were beſt ac- 
quainted with him, obſerved that he was a Prudent Man, very ſerious, and uſually 
very chearful. Going in Froſt and Snow to Preach, a Friend meering him, faid, 
that he pittied bim in regard of his bad Journy ; to whom he charfully anſwered, 
that it was to do his Maſters Work ; and going, it was no Burden to him to ſerve fo 
good-a Maſter, though he paſſed throngh many Dithculries. 

— He had early Impreſlions upon his Heart (as we heard before) for the ſtrict 
Sandtification of the Lords Days, which continued with him fo long as he lived. For 
ſeveral years ic was his ' uſiraf Praftice, when he roſe out of his Bed on thoſe Days, 


with a chearful Heart and Voice, to ſing a Pſalm, or part of it; for the putting 
of his Hearr into a ſpiritual-frame for the Work of the Day 3 or to repeat that Sa- 
lutation of the Heavenly Hoſt, Recorded, Luke 2- 14. Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
en Earth Peace, Goodwill rewards Men. And by ſach means his Spirit was mnch 
raiſed, zealouſly to perform the'Lord's Work. He was for the due SanCtification 
of the whole Day, . not--only in the publick Congregation, but in his Family, 
and amongſt his Friends: And/if he heard-any of them talk about Worldly buft- 
nelſes, he would with "Candour Tebuke them, faying, St. Fobn when he was in 
Dalmos, was in the Spirit mn the Lords Day, 


—— His Humility 'was ſuch, chat ſpeaking: to one of his near Relations ; he ſaid, if 


it were poſlible that- I could do fo 'mach Werk for God as any man upon Earth 
doth; 1 would not care wtiether it were known that there was ſuch a Man as 1 
in the Wozld or no. © So litfle did he regard the applauſe of men in what he did ; 
and truly neither did:he-regard the 'reward of: men: For when he was told of 
lome Preſents; which, by ſome of his Neighbours were ſent-to ſome of his Brethren 
m the Miniſtry, and being demanded whether they had been with him; heanſwered 
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bewailed his own Folly in declining ſuch an ones Company, and requelied hisear- 
neſt Prayers with him, and for lim. And Mr. Wadſworth dealt freely and moſt 
compaſſionatly with him, and afterward he ſo comforted this dejected Penitent, 
that he gave good evidence of a real work of Grace wrgpght upon his, Heart, and 
Dyed very comfortably,” to the great joy of the Inſtraments. | 
— He kept a Diary or Note-Book, which he began (as it ſeem®th) Anno Chriſti 1650. 
wherein it appears that he kept a ſtrift narrow watchzover his Heart, took notice 
of the abarrations and. wandrings of it, and of Godggracious difpenſations ro- 
wards him ; which for brevity fake I omit, referring th 4 Reader to his Life writ- 
cen much larger, and Printed for Tho. Parkbuſt, Anno Clit: 1680. 
= Anno Chriſti 1652. He being yet but Bachilor of A ;s, it pleaſed God to take 
away .his'aged Father by-Death, whereupon his worldly concerns called him kome 
to the place of - his Nativity. Here, when he had performed the laft Offices to his 
Dying, and Dead Father, and was comforting his ſorrowful Mother, and inſtruc- 
ting the Family ; he was imporruned by ſome godly Chriſtians of his acquaintance, 
to-exerciſe, and imploy | his Talents in Preaching the Goſpel as occaſion ſhould be 
ottered. . , 7 oj EY 
mn And this motien upon their Invitation he:readily Embraced ; and by his Preach- 
ing gave- ſuch evident Proofs of his Experitnental Knowledge, Urterance, and his 
Zeal for God and his Glory, that upon. the Death of Mr. Morton (a very Reve: 
rend and Worthy Miniſter ) the Pariſhioners of St. Mary Newington-Buts, having 
heard him Preach, and being fatisfied of his -Learning, Piery, and Miniſterial Abili- 
ries, -Petitioned for him to thoſe who were then in Authority, and Feb. 16. 1652: 
he was ordered to the Refory, as a Godly ayd Orthodox Divine. And'this was very 
Remarkable in his EleCftion; yet, though the Pariſhioners were divided into two 
ſeveral Parties, 4nd both went-with. their Peritions unto Weſtminſter to have a Mi- 
niſter ſetled among them, neither Party knowing, the others mind, yer; they- both 
pitched upon him, for whom-rhe.-unanimous Pariſhioners did ealily ' obrain a 
Grant, | 'p, 'P 
—— Probably, much about this time, he was clioſen a Fellow of Chrifs Colledg, 
whereof he was a Member before; yet, by the advice .of Dr. Bolton, afore-men« 
tioned, who was the Head of the Houſe, and his ſpecial Friend, he reſolved-ro acs 
cept of the charge at Newington where hewas ſo unanimouſly defired, and where 
he might (as he thought) have a better opportunity of doing good to Souls, whicli 
thing was moſt upon his heart. 3 
_— Having now a Paſtoral charge, -hisnext buſineſs and care was to proceed-to Gr. 
dination, and having after-a ſtrift'Examination, and Profeſſion of his Faith, been 
ſolemnly ſer aparr to the Miniſterial Office by Faſting and Prayer, and the laying 
on.of "the Presbitery's Hands in a! great "Congregation, in the Church of St. Mary- 
Ax,"'Londen: He, like a good Husband-man;: confidermg what courſe to take fof 
che beſt advantage of the People, now committed by God to his' charge; and re- 
ſolved'ro Carechize them, which he was very'zealous to do, which:alſo he did with 
very great and good ſiccefs, |! i  , "=* 

—— Onthe Lords days in his-own Farhily, when his great work wasover in the Pub- 
lick Congregation, - he had his Sermons repeated, and himſelf Prayed, and ſung 
Pſalmp with them; And being well inſtrufted of his Lord and Maſter, and remem- 
bring the Apoſtles charge. 2 Tim! 4.'2; Preach the Word : be inſtant, in ſeaſon, out of 
ſeaſon, &c. About this eme, there beinga-great'and long Froſt , when poor Wa- 
cermen were hard put to it for a Subſiltance, he.ſet up an expoſitory Lecture,” for 
tour or- five mornings in a week,” which he continues at leaſt rwo months together, 
and his Labours were attended with God's ſpecial Bleſſings : for it pr6ved a means 
of turning ſeveral Perſbns- fromorhe evil -of their ways ro God, and fome that had 
lived loofly, could, with lumilivy. and thankfulneſs acknowledge, that a work of 
Grace was then wrought upon them; | {-rhat there were the Seals of his Miniſtry, 
and of that Truth, :Prov.'25. 11." A nord ſpoken in ſeaſon, &C. | 

Thus this painful Servant of God'continued in the work of his Miniſtry, till he 
was forced to reſign that Benefice to-one Mr. Fames Meggs, in the twelfth of King 
Charles the 2d. and in the monthi of- Auguft, he pretending a legal title to the place. 

-— - Yet the great God, who had made much uſe of this choiſe Inſtrument in his work, 
would not as yet let him lye by uſelefs. - For beſides his Lecture on Saturday Morrs 

ings 
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ings at St. Antbolrnes, and ſometimes alſo there at five a Clock in the evenings on 
the Lords day, and for fone time on Munday-Nights at Margaret Fiſhſtyeet-Hill, Lon- 
don ; where, by the concourſe of Auditors, it was evident that- his Labours were 
much valued ; he was, by the Pariſhioners of Lawrence-Powlrney (in - whoſe Hand 
the Preſentation to the Place then was) choſen ro be their Miniſter, where he con- 
tinued (being then a Widdower) in the Houſe of his worthy Friend, Mr. Rebert de 
Lins, Merchant, till that Black Bartholomew Anno Chriſts 1662. at which time, 
he, with many Hundreds morerof his Brethren, were calt out of cheir Places, and 
Imployments. - 

——At the requeſt of hisFriends, 'he Preached a Farewel Sermon to them on Satur- 
day-night before that diſmal day, though they ſpake not to him till that very day at 
Dinner, and requeſted him to Preach upon that Text, Mal. 3. 16. Then they that 
feared the Lord (pake often one to another , and the Lord hearkened, and heard, and a 
Book of Remembrance was written before him for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought on his Name. | =e 

——— Having Dined, he went afide to his Meditations. He would often ſay ; Bleſſed 
be God, if I have bur a little time to premeditate and digeſt my matter, I am ne- 
ver at a loſs for words on my Maſters Ambally. *Twas obſerved by his Friends, 
who moſt converſed with him, and in whoſe Houſe he ſojourned for ſome time; 
that he was a Praiſe-worthy man in all his Deportment, of ſinguler Piery, and a 
conſtant promoter of Holineſs in the Families wherein he reſided. He uſed to be 
much raiſed in his Spirit when he came from Preaching, eſpecially from the Table of 
the Lord, being then as in an Heaven upon: Earth. 

—-He would with much Prudence reprove fm in any Perſon, of what Quality or 
Rank ſoever.. That might rightly be faid”of him , which is Recorded of Mr. H. 

— Latimer, Martyr. He did behave himſelf as a faithful peſlenger of God, being 
afraid of no man: Telling all Degrees their Duties faithfully and truly , without 
reſpect of Perſons, or any kind of flattery: | 

— Hecared not much to converſe with the Rich, except it were to bring them off 
to works of Charity. When, iti the things of this World he met with Difappoint- 
ments, he uſed to paſs them over-as*not much cencerned. In Diſcourſe he was ve- 
ry mild, and would ſuffer others to ſpeak, and having heard them, he would with- 
out Paſſion, and with Judgment and clearneſs rerurn ari anſiver to them. 

— If he heard one Chriſtian ſpeak bitterly againſt another, he would fay, thar pro- 
bably he meant better than heexpreſied 'himfelf :- and'if what he faid could be ta- 
ken in two Senſes, it onght to be Interpreted in the beſt. Thoſe who were beſt ac- 
quainted with him, obſerved that he was a Prudent Man, very ſerious, and uſually 
very chearful. Going in Froſt and Snow to Preach, a Friend meering him, faid, 
that he pittied bim in regard of his bad Journy ; to whom he charfully anſwered, 
that it was to do his Maſters Work ; and going, it was no Burden to him to ſerve fo 
good a Maſter, though he paſſed through many Dithculries. 

— He had early Impreſlions upon his Heart (as we heard before) for the ftrict 
Santtification of the Lords Days, which continued with him fo long as he lived. For 
ſeveral years it was his ' ſtrat Prattice, when he roſe out of his Bed on thoſe Days, 
with a chearful Heart and Voice, to ſing a P/alm, or part of it; for the putting 
of his Heart into a ſpiritual-frame for the Work of the Day 3 or to repeat that Sa- 
lutation of the Heavenly Hoſt, Recorded, Luke 2- 14. Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
en Earth Peace, Goodwill rewards Men. And by fich means his Spirit was much 
raiſed, zealouſly to perform the'Lord's Work. He was for the due SanCtification 
of the whole Day, -- not-only in the publick Congregation, but in his Family, 
and amongſt his Friends: And/if he heard-any of them talk about Worldly buſi- 
nelles, he would with Candour Tebuke them, faying, St. Fob» when he was in 
Dalmos, was in the Spirit n the" Lords Day: 

——His Humility 'was ſuch, that ſpeaking to one of his near Relations ; he ſaid, if 
ft were poſlible that- I' could do 'fo mach Werk for God as any man upon Earth 
doth; 1 would not care wtiether it were known that there was ſuch a Man as 1 
mn the Woxld or no. So lite did he regard the applauſe of men in what he did ; 
and truly neither did:he-regard the 'reward of! men: For when he was told of 
lome Preſents; which, by ſome of his Neighbours'were ſent-to ſome of his Brethren 
n the Miniſtry,and being demanded whether they had been with him; heanſwered 

my 


| 
| 


180 The Life and Death 


— 


- _ 


no : Saying, that he was not ſorry that he was pafſed by in that way. Yea, (aid 
he) 1 am heartily glad that I had none of their Preſents, that ( I may receive 
my Reward from my Maſter ; for I am never berter pleaſed then tg think thar af- 
rer | have done his Work, TFeſus Chriſt hath all my Reward in Revertion 


for ME, 

___— Yea, he uſed to expreſs ſome trouble when any of the meaner OO broughe 
him any ſmall thing. 'For though he thankfully accepted of their kindneſs, yer he 
would ſignifie that he defired not to be burdenſom to them. Yea, he uted great- 
fully ro accept of Favours though never ſo ſmall. One bringing of him a line 
cordial Water, being illafter bis Preaching, with his Eyes ited up to Heaven, he 
ſaid, what am I, or my Fathers Houſe, that God « fo mindful of me a poor Creature ? 

| Oh! Bleſſed be Ged. . 0 E8 F 

_ — His impartiallity in judging of differences among his Friends and ACquaintance 
was remarkable. And he uſed. ro adviſe his Friends to watch for opportunites to 
{tek God in private, wherein himſelf alſo was very frequent. 

—— When a Door was opened to him to Preach at Theebalds, though be met with 
many Difficulties, yet was. he partly neceſlitated to abide there for the heakh of 
his Family , and God encouraged him by a great confluence of Hearers, to whom 
his Labours were very grateful. | ; i 

— — His Charity was manifeſted to his diſtreſſed Brethren, in making many Cot- 
leftions for them in the places where he Preached; and he had a ſingular faculty in 
diſpoſing his Hearers to give liberally. Himſelf was not given co filehy lucre, nor 
of a covetous mind ; he was charitable to the Poor, and affable in converiing with. 
Chriſtians of the meaner rank. He wanld often ſay, he rejoyced to ſend them 
away in a chearful frame, becauſe they were Gads Creatures, and it was God- 
like to make the hearts of the Poor merry : he would not have thoſe of his Family 
too hard in buying things of poor People ; faying, they would rejoyce if they 
had a good price for their Commodiiies which they carried about to ſel]. 

_- And farther to ſhewhis freedom from: Covetoutſnets: when T. $. the Son of his 
ſecond Wife, by a former Husband, was dangeroufly ſick of the (mall Pox, and by 
his Death Mr. Wadſworth wonld have gotten tw hundred pounds ; yer he called bis 
godly Friends y__ and again, andagain, foughrrhe Lord for the recovery of 
him, and prevailed, and upon his reſtauration to Health, in the like ſolemn man« 
ner returned thanks unto God for the ſame. 

—— — Whilſt he was at Newizgton, many oyerturesand motions were made tohim for 
the change of his Condition, but he hearkened to none of them; having before 
fixed his Eye upon one, unto whom, after mature deliberation, he made known 
his atfeftions, and her Parents conſented that ſhe ſhould match with him. She was 
a. vertuous young Gentlewoman, of a good Family, being a. younger Daughter of 
Henry Haſting, Eq; of the Pariſh of Newinggon-Rets. 

— —— Ey her he had born to him, Och. 3. 1662. a Son, named Henry Haſtings : but 
the Pious Mother, lived not above ten days after his Birth; dying Ofob. 13th. next 
following, and her Son ſoon followed his Mother, dying Nowvemb. 15. at Nurſe. 
After which, he ſojourned for a ſhort time with tys good: Friend Mr. 0. S. and af. 
terwards with Mr. De Luna. And having continued a Widdower abour two vears, 
he was recommended to a virmous Widdow Mrs, Afergaret Sharp ; Daughter to 
Henry Gibs of Briftol, Eſq; and the Relict of Mr. The. Sberp, Merchant; about Ne- 
vember 1663. to whom allo he was conjoined im Marriage. 

——; Slice had a Son by her former Husband, who alfo left: a Daughter (Lucy Sharp) 
whom he had by a former Wife: This Daughter being Conſumprive, did:not long 
ſurvive the Marriage of her Mother in Law ; but.in. her ſickneſs did greatly bleſs 
God, for her being thereby Relared to Mr, Wadſworth, whoſe Inſtructions, and.Pray- 
ers ſhe found to be fuccestul for the good of her-immortel-Soul. 

——- Mr. Wadſwerth, about this time, for his: Health-fake, lved:moftly at Theobald, 
yet came to Preach to his Congregation it» Sosrhwark. By this Wife he had a Son 

Ron. born to hum, Oo. 16. 1666, named Fofiab ; whoſe Mixher becanie ſickly, inſo- 
much as en. 3. 1667. left her Husband-a orrowful Widdawer again. This Son Fo- 
fiah lived about five years andan half, co the greatcomfarcof. his Father; but March 
25. 1672. he followed his Mother, he was very dear to his-Father, who was much 
aitected with, and afflicted for hisloſs, yer ſet a fair Copy to others of much” Chriſtian 
Patience, and ſubmiſſionto the will of God, After 


of Mr. Thomas Wadſworth, &:. 


_—After this he continued a Widower about the ſpace of Three Years, and then 
Married a Third Wife, Anna, the fole Daugheer of Collonel Markham, of an An- 
cient Family, and a Gentleman of his Majetties Privy-Chamber; by whom he had 
firſt Anna, then Heſter, after her Thomas, andlaſtly Nathenze!. Theſe Four he left 
alive when himſelf died ; but his youngeſt Son, when he was about a Year and 
balf old, deparred this Life to reſt with his Father, who died about a Twelvemonth 
before. 

_— - In the time of perfect Healch he was mindful of a Change, and uſed often to 
Pray, That God would prepare him and his for Sickneſs, Death, and parting. 
Abour half a Year before his laſt Sickneſs, being taken with an exceeding ſharp 
Pain, when it was over, he faid, That he wouldnot have been without it, becauſe -- 
of thoſe Joys which he found accompanying of it. About this time he left his Houſe 
in Theobalds, and came to one in Pickle-Herring ; this was about Three Weeks, and 
odd Days before he Died. 

— About Ofob. 16. 1676. He was chearful in the Morning, but in the Afternoon 
his Pain came upon him; yet did he poſſeſs his Soul in more then ordinary Parti- 
ence, nor was willing to ſend for a DoCtor nill OFob. 24. after his having been in 
extream pain Night and Day for a Week together. Then by the great importuni- 
ty of his Friends, he was prevailed with, and ſent for one who w?s in great Re- 
puration, both for Skill and Practice. 

— The Doctor at his firſt Viſit Judged it to be the Stone, not doubting bur that he 
vw: uid do well notwithſtanding. This was O#ob. 24. the Night after he ſlept well, 
which he conſidering, faid to ſome of his Friends, That he was like a Man that 
had gone over a Precipice, and looking back, trembled to ſee the Danger he had 
paſted. For ( ſaid he) when I was in pain, God ſupported me ; and now I ſtand 
amazed to confider how I got through. He would often ſay, when he faw others 
in great pain, Thathe was afraid of Dying, becauſe of thoſe Antecedent pains; 
but he was not afraid to be Dead, knowing that then he ſhould for ever be with 
the Lord. 

—- On Wedneſday the 25th, he roſe pretty cheerful, and ſpent ſome time in Read- 
ing, bur after Dinner his pains returned agair?; and he began to complain of Sin, 
faying, Ab! wile Sinner | God is carrying me b.ick agam imo the Wilderne(; to affiitt 
me, and withal he exprelled ſome ſorrow of Heart, but withour the leaſt Mur- 
mering. 

-—— There he bad his Wife to Read the 88rb Pſalm ; and by that rime ſhe had done, 
divers Friends came into Viſit, and bemoan him; and about Seven a Clock ar 
Night came in his Wives Brother, Mr. #. Gibs, and his Wife, who greatly reſpect- 
ed, and loved him dearly. They diſcourſed with him about raking an Houſe near. 
er Londen then Thechalds: To whom he replied, with great calmneſs of Spirit ; Yea, 
God will provide me a Country, viz. an Heavenly. 

— Then his former Wives Son, [| Tho. Sharp, ] being to go toSea, he faid unto him 
thus, It is not likely that we Two ſhall meet again hear, and he ( with Tears ) 
gave him a moſt Patherical Exhortation, to mind his Souls Spiritual and Eternal 
Welfare, to Serve God Holily, Righteouſly and Soberly, in this preſent World. 
The Night following his Pains returned with much acuteneſfs. : 

— On Thurſday Morning, the 26th Day, he had again ſharp pains; andin the Af- 
ternoon ſome: Miniſters, and Chriſtian Friends met, earneſtly to ſeek the Lord in 
his behalf. And his pain returning again, he ſaid, He was in an Agony, but not 
in a Bloody one : And what are all my painstorhoſe which Chrift fuffered for me. 
And his Friends Prayed earneſtly, that God' would give him Faith and Patience; 
he often ſaid, 7howgh thow killeſt me, yet will I rruft in-rhee. And when they were 
mportunate with God, that he'would ſpare'his Life, and'reftore him to Health, he 
ſaid, Ah! poor uſetefs, ſinful, wrerohed Creature, that they ſhould be fo earneſt 
for my Life. And when their Prayers/prevailed'not for his'eaſe, he would be often 
ſtilling and quieting himſelf with this of Holy Fob, 7Fhar ſhall I ſay unto thee, O 
thou Preſerver of Men ? Ote Minute in Heaven will make amends for all this 
pain. 

-— On Fryday ( the 27th ) his pains continued, yethis Dottor faid, There was no 
danger. Towards the Evening he had 'ſorne intermiſſion, and Read in his own 
Book, concerning the Immortality of the Soul, and Faiths Triumph over the oy" 
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of - Death. That Night ſome choice Friends fat up with him : when being again 
Racked with grievous pain, he ſpake to this purpoſe, O ! the wonderful Myſteries of 
ths Providence of God | who can ſee a Job caſt out upon a Dunghil, filled with Botches 
and Boiles, forſaken by bus Friends, and worried by Satan: and yet at that very time 
God had not a more chciſe Servant on the Face of the Earth, nor one more dear unto him 
then be was. 

——Two of his Congregation coming to ſee him, faid, If it ſhould pleaſe God to 
take him away, thenthey ſheuld be a ſcattered Flock, as Sheep without a Shep- 
herd: To whom he Anſwered, The great Shepherd of his Fleek liverh ſtill, and 
ſhall to all Eternity ; who, I donbt,not, willtake care of you. 

On Saturday Morning, ( the 29;h Day.) his intimate Friend Mr. 0.S. came, by 
whoſe help he made his laft W7/I and Teſtament, Conttituting his Wife his fole Execy- 
trix: And when ke had thus ſer his Honſe in Order,he took his leave of the World ard 
told his Wife he had now done with Wife and Children. And being asked how-ir 
was with him, as to Soul concerns ? he anſwered, I Blets the Lord, [have no 
Cloud upon my Spirit, yet if my God ſhould give Satan leave, be may put -me 
into an Agony before I Die. He alſo repeated that of Solomre, The Soul knows its 
own Bitterneſs, and a Stranger intermedleth not with his Fey. He told a Miniſter 
thus, All my Self-Righteouſheſs I difown, and I tru# only unto Chrift, and hope 
that I have a Goſpel-Righteouſneſs. In the Evening, ſeeing his \Wife weep, he faid, 
I pray thee weep not ; but ( with Hezekiab ) turn thy Face to the Wall, and 
Pray. 

——— Night as he grew weaker his pains grew ſtronger ; but when anacute pain 
was over, he would oft ſay, Now thu pem « over, I ſhall know it no more. And to 
one that ſtood by, whom he thought not to have walked acuratly, he ſaid, Now ſee 
the benifit of @ good Cenſcience : when they had given him ſomething ro provoke him 
to ſleep, though his Speech was ſomewhat interrupted with pain and drowſineſs ; 
after a little ſlumber, he faid,,-I long to ſee a People Rich in Spiritual Graces, - as 

— Well as in Spiritual Priviledges/: But ſurely God hath here a Peculiar People, a 
Royal Prieſthood, that Serve him Day and Night inSincerity. | 

—— Onthe Lords Day in the Morning, ( the 29th Day ) his Wife asking him whether 
he knew her : what ( faid he) not know thee : not know my Wite: thou 
wouldſt make methink that I am going to Triumph 'before I am. Yet was his 
Triumph not many Honrs after : for abont One Clock that Lerds Day, { on which 
Bleſied Days he had uſed rg be much in an Heavenly frame, ) this choiſe Servant 
of.the Lord reſigned up his Spirit into the hands of his Heavenly Father. 

After his. Death, his Body being opened; there, was taken ove of ins Bladder a 
—_ in the ſhape of an Egg, which did then weigh berwixt Three and Four- 
UNCES. 


He Died Ofober the 29th, Anno Chriſti, 1676. And of his Age, 46. 


An ELEGY 'on the Death of the Reverend Mr. Thoma 
Wadſworth. ; b 


Ell may the Church now waſh her Wounds in"Tears, 
When her beſt Blood from ev*ry Vein appears : 

If the found Members be cur off fo faſt, 

Sure the whole Body 'ill pine away at laſt : 

For when our Right Hands, and Eyes are gone, 

The forry Stump will feel Conſumption ; 

And every one, like that Diſciple, cry; John 11.16, 

Let us go Partners in his Fate, and Die. 

The Ark 1s I/raePs Charet ; but when Death 

Pucſues its cChiefeſt Horſemen out of Breath, 

Well may our Wheels be raken off, and we 

Be driven to diſpair,of Remedy. 

If God proceed to fill his Garners ſo c 

With Lab'rers which we need ſo much below, 
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Such Chat as we do almoſt juſtly fear, 

God hath no [1/rael to be gathered here. 

And if provoked Juſtice ſhould begin 

To whet its Sword, and thruſt its Sikle in ; 

O ! dreadful Harveſt : 'when the Reaper claims 
The whole for Fewel to Eternal Flames. 

God's naked Vineyard cannot bur decay, 

If skilful Dreſſers be thus calPd away. 

And how can we expect but that they will, 
When we're thus Barren in a Fruitful Hill : 
Laden with ſuch wild Grapes, as Vengance hath 
Adjudged to the Winepreſs of his Wrath. 

The firmeſt Stake in all our Hedge we ſee 
Plack't up by thefame Hand ſucceſſively, 

And God's juſt Counſel ſure of us in ſtore, 

Is to lay waſt, and to Replant no more. 

Hedges of Thorns there are, not for defence, 
Bur only ſer to gore our Innocence. 

Wild Bores of th' Roman Forreit may Invade, 
By usthere can be no reſiſtance made ; 

For at theſe Preaches they*l come in, and then 
Whoſe skillor ſtrength, ſhall drive them out agen? 
The little Foxes ſpoil our tender Fruit, 

And who can takethem, *nleſs the Keepers do't ? 
Doctrine and Worſhip, like Two Cluſters ſtand 
Expos'd to be ſnatch'd by ev'ry Hand; 

And they that boldly dare call Evil Good 

May give us Poiſon next inftead of Food. 

Well may the Philitins now proudly Boaſt, 
When all our Champions leave the wounded Hoſt, 
Now, that the danger's greateſt, and they think 
In heat of War to give us Blood to drink : 

So we, who hop'd to ſee Golzah fall, 

Follow our Leaders to their Funeral. 

Whenſuch as theſe Dehe God's Mighty Name, 
Who ſhall ſtand forth to vindicate the ſame? 

For they that knew beſt how, baveleft us here 
To ſtrive at once with Ignorance, and Fear. 
SuſpeCting Error, 'tis an eafie Crime 

In weaker Eyes to ſhun the Truth ſomerime : 
And when our Light is gone, Men in the Dark 
Will bring their Tinderto a_Wild-fire Spark. 


When Reaſon climbs the Throne, we ſtand in doubt 


Whether our Faith may caſt this Hagar our. 

But now thoſe Eagles face the Sun, whoſe Flight 
Hath made their Faith to vanifh into ſight : 

No Vail's within the Temple : therefore they 
Have open Viſion, and perfect-Day. 

Theſe Palm-Trees once adorn'd our Son Hill, 


And though by Death cut down, they flouriſh ſtill; 


But in an other Soil, and Country where 

They only now a weight of Glory bear, 

And other Preliures taken off, they ſoar 

Above thoſe Skies they could not reach before. 
No other Canaan now, but thatis known 

With Milk and Honey always overflown. 
Rivers of Pleafure run on ev'ry Hand, 

Like Chanels cut thro-out this Promiſt Land: 
From future danger they're eſcap'd, whilit we 
Survive to feel the threatned Miſery : 


For 
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For tis moſt certain when the Bridſgrooms Friends 
Are called home, God's Marriage-Treaty ends ; 
Which, after ſuch remiſneſs, and neglect, 

Is but what Fooliſh Virgins might expect. 

Thus what they duce, and predicted too, 

May be accompliſt'd in our final Woe: 

And though the Meſſengers are gone, we find 
Their Metſage in full force ſhall ſtay behind, 
Like to that Church above, Truth will appear 
To ſhame Deſpiſers, yet Tryumphant here. 
Among that throng who have ſo lately fled 

Our of their Bodies to embrace their Head, 

This Man of God hath taken Wing, to taſt 
whether the beſt Wine be reſerv'd till laſt : 

There he is proving what he prov'd before; 
Now in the Ocean, then upon the Shore. 

That Immortality of which each Line 

Partakes, and thereby proves it ſelf Divine : 
Thus in his Book, beſides his own intent, 

He rais'd himſelf a laſting Monument, 

Wherein his Name ſhall hve, and Readers come 
Like Devour Pilgrims, viſiting his Tomb. 

And as his Faith the Fears of Death o'recame, 

So ſhall thoſe Papers evidence the ſame. 

For what he had by Reaſon taught long ſince, 
He after learned by Experience. 

His Agoniftic Tortures. and his Pains 

Scru'd up his joyful Soul to higher Serains 

Of Tryumph, and when Nature ſtrugled, he 
Obtain'd by Gracethe greater Victory. 

Wonder and Pity both were mov'd in thoſe 

Who were SpeCctarors of his Pangs and Throws. 
Well might all ſach conclude, rhat ſaw him then, 
Thar Dying Saints are ſomewhat more then Men ; 
For when he ſmarted moſt by's Fathers Rod, 
Still our dear Thomas Cry'd, my Lord, my God ; 
As ſeeing now his wounded Hands and Side, 
Whom he had Preach'd,through weakneſs Crucifi'd: 
Thus Patience had its perfect works : at length 
Like one,whoſe Conflict had encreas'd his Strength, 
He Tryump'd over all, and did commit 

His Soul to him that had Redeemed it : 

His Courſe fo finiſh'd, he at laſt far down, 

And he that firſt won Souls, then won the Crown. 
Theſe works now follow him, while he's poſleſt 
Of 'is full Reward in everlaſting Reſt : 

Faithful in all God's Houſe, like Adoſes, Rill 

H' obey'd the Sov'raign Legiſlative Will ; 
Obſerv'd the Pattern im the Mount, although 
Mens wanton Fancies would not have it ſo; 

But by God's Poſt attempt-ro ſer their own, 

As if that were too weak to ſtand alone. 

*Twas not Event, but Daty, which his Eye 
Fix'd as the Meaſure to be guided by. 

His Courage in his Warfare was ſo great, 
Nothing could ever force him to retreat; 

But ſtill he kepr his Ground, as who ſhould ay, 
If I loſethat, I alfo loſe the Day. 

Therefore let Enemies do what they can, 

My fear of Ggd hath drown'd the fear of Man. 


| 
| 


of Mr. Thomas Wadſworth, 


Thus did he ſow in Tears, till now at laſt 

To him this low'ring Stormy Seaſon 's paſt , 
And his full Sheaves of Glory make amends 
For light Affiiftions, with what far Tranſcends, 
He liv'd Belov'd, and Drd Bewail'd, and ſuch 
WH enjoy'd him moſt, enjoy'd him not roo much. 
His Bodies Earthen Vellel henceforth muft 

Be laid up filent in its Native Duſt 

Until that Matter when che Trump ſhall ſound, 
Start with a better form out of the Ground. 

He walks inhis Uprightreſs : But the Senſe 

Of this his Sleep ſhould make our Diligence. 
That when with Chriſt the Judg among the Train 
Of Saints and Angels he ſhall come again, 

Thus in that General Aflembly, we 

May ſing theſe Sion Songs Eternally. 


Not worthy to unlooſe 
S. 0. Is Latchet of his Shoos. 


The Life and Death of Mr, Owen Stock- 
ton , who Died Anno Chriſti, 1580. 


Jlis Birth and Wen Stockton Was Ben ip the City of Chicheſter in the County of Suſſex, 
Learnmg. . May the 31ſt, Annp 163.0, He was the Fourth Son of Mr. Owen Stcckton, 
a worthy Prebendary of that Cathedral, and was a younger Brother to that 
ancient Family of the Stack:ans of Kiddington-Green in Cheſhuye. | 

About the Seventh Yeer of his Ape his Father Died, and left the care of this 
Owen, and his other Children <© ther Mother, a Fious Gentlewoman of the Fami- 
Iv of the Tilees, in Cambridgſhire. And ſhe being now a Widow, and but a Stran- 
ger in Chicheſter, ſoon after the Death af. her Husband, left that City, and return- 

. ed into her own Country, and ſetled her Habitation at Ely, where was 2 very 
00d Grammer-Schocl, under the Government of Mr. William Hitches, to Whoſe 
care ſhe commited this her Son, to be Inſftrufted and Educated by him. 

Hopefulneſe. © From his very Childhood he was of great Hopes, which yet a little Grammay= 
Sch:lay : His Ingenuity, and inclination unto Learning, was ſuch, as prefaged more 
then ordinary improvement. Onte, accidentaliy looking into Mr. Fox his 4&#; 

Fad Menuments, Which lay in one of the Churches of that City, and Reading ſome 
little part thereof, he was fo aftefted with, and deſirous of the tuller knowledg of 
that Hiſtory, that he never ceaſed to importune his Friends, till he had obtained 
One Volume of it for his uſe. And having once gotten it, declining all Childrens 
Recreations which his School-fellows buſied themſelves in, and for tome Years, he 
ſpent all his vacant time, and what he conld redeem from his School imployment, 
in reading It. 

His Judicious Maſter diſcerning in him a ready natural capacity for Learning, 
and a deſire after it, together with Induſtry, and diligence in his Studies, ( for 
though he ſpent ſo great a part of his ttme our of School in Reading that Hiſto- 
ry ) vet withal, he ſo performed his Task and Exerciſes in the Shool, as that he 
never gave occaſion to his Maſter, either to correct, or rebuke him. And alſo 
obſerving his Daily conſtant attendance upon the Worſhip of God, according to 
tlie Orders of the School : He earneſtly commended him to his Mother, periwa- 
ding her not to think of any other Trade, or courſe of Life for him, but that he 
ſhould be prepared for, and ſent to the Univerſity, in order to the Office, and 
work of the Miniltry, 

, —— Himſelf alſo being inclined to it, and was fitted for Accademical Studies, in the 

* Sixteen Year of his Age, Fan. the 2d, mo Chriſti, 1645. He was admitted into 
Chriſt; College in Cambridg, under the Tuition of the Learned Dr. Henry Mocre. 
His Years were not many, but his Stature was much leſs then others uſually are 
at that Age, fo that for ſome time he could nor paſs along the Streets without ſpe- 
Clal notice taken of him, and exprelied upon that account. 

Dil/igenee. —— His Reſidence in the College whilſt he was an under Graduate, was fo conſtant, 
that he was not abſent a Month in any one of thoſe Years : And ſuch was his So- 
briety, that he abſtained not only from Publick Houſes ; bur in other places and 
company, from Wine and ſtrong Drink, as judging Nature, in his Age, not t9 
ſtand in need of fſtich Helps, 

 —When he had taken his Degree of Batchelor of Arts, he reſided ftill in the Col- 
lege, ſeriouſly applying himſelf to the ſtudy of Divinity, which he always molt 

Goech to Lon. Amed ar, and intended. And in purſuance thereof, he went to Londen, and ſpent 

"at ſome Months there, acquainting himſelf with the principal Bookſellers, from whom 
he took an account of the beſt Writers in Divinity of that time, frequenting Son 
Cellege Library, and the Lectures at Greſham College. 

— - He applied himſelf alſo to divers Learned and Worthy Miniſters in the City, and 
attended on their Miniſtry, and the Morning Exerciſes, that he might obſerve zhe 
variety of Mens Gifts, and their ſeveral Methods in Preaching. By theſe means he 
made fo much improvement of himſelf, that he often ſaid, That it it ſhould ou 
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God to give him a Son, difpoſcd to the Miniitry, he would give it him as his parti. 
cular advice, before he ventured ypon the Miniſterial Imployment, that he thou. 
ſpend fome Months in London, attending upon thoſe Learned Divines, Which exce!- 
l&d in the Gift of Preaching, wherewith the City is uſually well turned. 

- Mr. Steckron beigg much attetted, and pleaſed with theſe Studies, retalvey- to p.. 
purſue them earneltly, and to prepare himſelf for the work of the Munſiry, he 
did privatly, ' and yet in a moſt folemn, and ferious manner, by Fatitng and 
Prayer, make; 3s it, were, a Dedication of himſelf wrto Cod tor tnat Scr- 
vice. 

_- When he was middle Batchelor, he was removed from Chrifs College, and made 
a Tunicr Fellow of Gearye and Caius College, about the begining of the Year 1651. 
where, after 4 Years continuance, and Probation of his worth, he was Iranflated 
from that tg a Senior Fellowthip, which alſo he enjayed by the ſpace of Six Years, 
in which time he diſcharged the Offices of a Steward, of Catechilt, and Conducdt, 
eo the great benifit and advantage of the whole Houſe. "CNA 

—— And here it was that the Lorq trained up this his Diſciple to be a Scribe. inferuted 
for the Kingdom of Ged, turnithing him fo plentifully with Divine and Spiritual 
Knowledg, that-he could readily bring forth eur of bus Treaſure things both: new and 
o/d, which he gained as well by Experience, and Obſervation of Gods dealing 
with him, and by the Operation of Gods Spirit upon his Heart, as by Induſtrious 
Study and Meditation. He was able to ſpeak pertinently, ſuitably and feaſonably 
to the various Capacities, Caſes and Conditions , both of Saints and Sinness,. and 
become a happy and powerful Initrument in Gods Hand for the Converſion, Edifi- 
cation, Conlolation and Salvation of many Souls. j 

— His deſign and defire being to fervethe Lord Feſus Chriſt in the Office and Work 
of the Miniltry, he directed the courſe of hisStudies with ſpecial re{pet ro that 
Service. And though his Place, and Exerciſes in the Univerſity obliged bim to the 
Study of Philoſophy, wherein he was equal to moſt, yer the Study of Divinity was 
his £0, , his work ; Not fgtisfying himſelf with the Reading of the Elaborate 
Writings of the moſt Learned Divines, wherewith he furniſhed his Library at the 
Expence of ſome Hundreds of Pounds ; yet eſpecially he adicted himſelf to the 
geudy of the Sacred Scriptures, as containing the whole counſel of God, which, 
as a Miniſter, he was to declare unto Men. 

—— This courſe of his Studies God fo blelied and proſpered, that it may be eruly 

| faid of him, as is ſaid of Apollos , t, As 18. 24. | He was wighty in the Scrip- 
| tures : His Head, Memory, Heart and Tongue were full of the Scriptures, where: 
of he hath abundantly evinced by his Scriptural Catechiſm. And in the opening 
and applying the word of God, his Gift was excellent, and peculiar ; fo thar all 
that knew him, or that were acquainted with his Diſcourſe, Miſtry or Writings, 
mult reſtifie that with the holy Apoſtle St. Paul, he preferred the Learning gotten 
at the Feet of Chrif, above all chat he had got at the Feet of Gamalie! : And 
though he had the valuable accompliſhments of other Learning, yet he determined 
net to know any thing, ſave Jeſus Chrilt, and him Crucfied. In this Knowledg, he 
was like to Saul, higher then moſt of his Brethren from the Shoulders, and up- 
wards, Probably he propounded to himſelf for his Pattern, that Eminent and 
Powerful Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, Mr. Arthur Hilderſam. 

-- But Knowledg alone is not ſufficient for a Miniſter of the Goſpel. He is bet 
accompliſhed, whoſe Knowing-Head afieCts his Heart, and Governs his Life ; who 
knows Revealed Truths, as well by Spiritual Senſe and Experience, as by Specula- 
tion. The Spirit of Godis a Spirit of Truth, and of Life too: Communicates both 
Grace and Gifts, and teaches as well to Live well, as to Preach well : Roth which — 
met togerher in this excellent Perſon. The Word of God dwelt rich;y both in his Head © 
and Heart,. and was etiectually the Law of his Life : He was both @ Burning and © 
8 Shining Light. A Man more then ordinarily mortiftied tothe Pleaſures of the Fleſh, - 
and to the Vanities of the World : Freely and refolvedly devored to the Fear of — 
God : His Converſation was in Heaven : His Communion with God :. His delight in - 
the Saints : His Buſineſs was Religion : His Zeal for Holineſs :_ His main Delign, 
the Glorifying God, and the Salvation of his own, and others Souls. | 

— As for his Practice of Moxstification, it cannot be better exprelled then in his 
own words. 


© 


* Having 
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Having (faith k&in his DiarFJ been foiled by the Luſts of mine own Heart ſe- 
© veral times, afid conſidering I ſhould do to get rid of thoſe Lults, which had 
* {© often prevailed over mg, direfted me to three ſeveral means. -The one 
© was ſuggeſted tome as I was Wlking in my Garden, and meditating on the af- 
* fairs of my Soul, and that wag} to be more frequent in eyng, applying, and me- 

_ © ditating on the Promiſes. And the Scripture which the Holy Ghoſt ter-before, me 
* for this end, was 2 Pet. 1. 4- By! the precions Promiſes Which are given to us, We 
© eſcape the Pollutions that are im the Warld through Luit The other was ſnggeſted to — 
© meas I was hearing a Sermon, and that was ; to be daily applying the Lord — 
© Zeſus to my Soul ; grounded on! Rez. 13. 14 where the Apoltle adviſes us to pur 
© cn the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as an help againt Chambring and Wantonneſs, &C._'bhe — 

*<third was ſuggeſted to me as I was riding abroad, and diſcourſing on the things of 
*:God, and that was Goel. 5. 16.” walk in thaSpirit, and ye ſhall not fulfil the Luſts 
* of the Fleſh. 

—— © Inbe purſuance of theſe means for the mortifying of the Luſts of the Fleſh, 
*] determined with my ſelf to eye the promiſes of God more frequently thenl 
© had-done ; and to that end, I choſe out ſome Promiſes that are of daily, and con- 
* tinual uſe ; and intended, by the help of Ged, to falure and embrace them once 
*a day, and not onely ro take a vew of them my ſelf, but in my Meditations 
* and Soliloquis to ſpread them before the Lord, and to put God in remembrance 
* of them. | 

"© For ſupplying all the wants af the Day, 1 choſe out that promite, Phzl. 4. 19, 

* For Growth in Grace, Hy/. 14. F. 

* For ſubduing my Sins, Mich, 7. 19. Rom. 6. 14. 

* For ſucceſs in my undertaking, P[al. I. 3- 

© For turning all the events of the Day for geod to me, Rom. 8. 25 

* For the Converſion, and Sanftification of my Children, Iſa. 44- 3- 

* For my Yoak-Fellow, and Servants, and all others in my Family, that they 
* might reap good from me, and return to God, and grow in Grace, Ho. 14. 7. 

* For SanClifying mine AfﬀiCtions, I/a. 27. 9. Zech- 13. 9. 

* For Audience of my Prayers, Mich. 7. 7. Fohn 14. 13, 14. 

© For Grace and Strength to mannage all the Work of the Day, to the Glory 
© of Gol Zech. 10. 12. 

* For Protection fr 3m Dangers and Cafualries, Gen. 1 5. 1. 

* For giving me eterral Life, in caſe the Day ſhould bring Death eo me, Luk. 12% 
* 32, fobn 3.16. 

* For Counſe!, and Direction in all Caſes of difficulty, and unexpected emer- 
* gencies, I/a. 58. 11. P/al. 32. 8; 

*I judged it allo very conducible to the Glory of God, and my own Souls 
* good, to mannage all my Imployments, as mnch as may be with an eye to the 
* Promiſes, and as to my calling, where I am ſtudying to compoſe Sermons 
* (Deut. 28, 8.) when I go to [Preach, Marr. 28.19, 20. and for ſucceſs in my 
* Preaching, 1/2. 56. 8. at 65. 23. 

_—— ] was the more confirmed jn this frequent, and familier converſe with the 
* Promiſes, not onely as is helps on our Participation of the Divine Nature, and 
© Our eſcaping the pollution 1h ich zs in the World through Luſt , bur becauſe the Lord 
* commands us to bealways mindful of his Covenant,( 1 Chron. 16. 15.) andit pleaſes 
* God to ſee us taking hold of his Covenant (T/a. 56. 4.) and it is forthe Glory of 
* God, 2 Cor. I. 20. 

——* I determined alfo, when Iſhould feel the working of any Luſt, preſently to look 
* np to Feſus Chriff. It being the Remedy which the Holy Ghoſt preſcribes againſt 
*ſuch Sins as do moſt eaſily beſet us (Heb. 12. 1, 2.) 1 have often beenencouraged, 
* and helped in this Practite, of looking unto Feſws to ſubdue my fins, from A. 3. 
* ult. Ged ſent his Son Feſus to bleſs us in turning ts every one from his Iniquities. Beza's 
* Notes upon that Text 1s very $£00d, and hatFbeen of mnch uſe to me, viz. that 
* the Greek Word for Iniquiries, ſignifies the Roats, and Habits of ſin. 1 faw it was 
* my Duty, and concernment every day, to be more frequent in applying my 
* Soul to Chri]# and Chriſts benefits to my Soul. fy 

* In purſuance of the third means of Mortitication, viz. Walking in the Spift; | 
* Telolved ro endcayour to do my Works and Duties, both to God and- Man, more 
* Spiritually 


of Mr. Owen Stockton, &. 
© Spiritually, and in order hereunto, to reduce my aCting®to ſome Word, and as 
* oft as I could to eye ſome Word of God, as 1 was eritring upon them : As for in- 
© ſtance, if 1 be called out by Oaths\ or ſtirred up in” ming own Spirit to viſit the 
t ſick, or any afflicted Perſon, then to have my chodghts on, Marr. 25. 36. or Fam. 
* 1.27. When any poor People come to me tor relief, or any object of Charity is 
* preſented to me, then to eye Gal. 6. 10. of Heb. 18. 16. Iſs. 58. 10. Eecl..11. 1.0r 
* Prov. 19- 7. When a poor Man comes to borrow, then Dew. 15. 7, 8. 10. when 
*to write Letters, or to take a Journey, or be any ways imployed for others ; 
* then Gel. 5. 13. Phil. 2.4. When to vilit out: of courteſy, or to do any thing 
* which courrely requires, then x Per. 3. 8. when to inſtruct my Servants and 
* Children, then Det. 6. 7. Gen. 18.19 when to Catechiſe the Youth that comes 
*to me; then Fob. 21. 15, Prov. 22. 6. When invited to exerciſe abroad to Poor or 
*Rich ; then [/@. 32. ulr. when to adrniniſter a reproof; then Leviz. 19.17. when 
* co confer about Spiritual things, then Mal. 3. 17. ed 
—— This was the wiſe and Holy method which this faithful Servant and Souldier of 
of Felus Chriſt preſcribed to himſelf by Divine direCtion, whereby ro manage the 
Spiritual warfare with the ſin that dweled in him, that he might not be overcome by 
it. According to which he alſo charged him{elf with che PraCtice of univerſal 
poſitive holineſs, which he expreiles in hus Diary. | | 
_£* Being (faith he) under the rebukes of God's chaſtening Providence, I ſet apart 
*a day.to humble my Soul with Faſting and Prayer, that I might obtain from the 
* Lorda ſinctited uſe of mine AfﬀiCtions, I ſought Ged to pardon my ſins , which 
* were the cauſes thereof, and to make them work for my good. I ſpent a good 
: pou of the Day inMeditating how I ſhould make a right uſe of theſe Cores 
* rections. | 
_*I conſidered that one "main end of Chaſtiſements was, that God might make «s 
* partakers of his Helineſs, Heb. 12. 10. Iſa. 26. 9. And 1 refolved in the ſtrength, 
*and by the help of God, to follow after Holine(s more vigorouſly than 1 had done, 
* and I engaged this recfolution, becauſe 1 faw from Iſs. 60,21. that by my being 
* Holy, and Kighteous, God ſhould be Glorified. 
— And ſeeing the natureof Holineſs lyeth in our bearing Gods Image, in our be- 
"ing like to God, or in our conformity to the Divine Nature, ) Epbe. 4. 24. Col. 3. 
© Io.) I reſolved to endeavour to imitate and reſemble God in Mercifulneſs, Luke 6. 
*36. In forgiving Injuries, Eph 4. wit. in doing good, P/al. 119. 68. in Jultice, 
* Dent. 32. 4. in Love, Foby 4. 16. in Humility, P/a/. 113. 5, 6. in Long-sufiering, 
* Excd, 34 6. in not retaining Anger, Pſal 3o. 5. in Uprightneſs, 1/s. 26.7. in 
* Kindneſs, Luke 6. 35. in helping the Fatherleſs, the stranger, and the Widdow, 
© Pſal. x0. 14. and Pſa. 146. 9. and whereas we come to partake of Gods Image. 
* Iit. By beholding the diſcovery which he hath made of himſelf and his glorious 
* Attribute in the Goſpel, 2 Cor. 3. 18. 2ly. By applying the Promiſes, 2 Pet. 1.4. 
, *zly. By walking with him, 4#s 4- x3. For we grow hke unto thoſe with whom we 
* converſe, Frov. 22. 24, 25 I determined to walk with God , to cleave to the 
"Promiſes, and to meditate often upon his glorious Attributes. 
-- And ſeeing that our Holineſs confiets in the conformity of Life to the will of 
* God, revealed in his Word, as well as in the reſemblance of the Divine Nature, 
*I determined to ſer before me ſeveral Scriptures as my Rule to walk by , and 
* often to ponder them, and if I cannot walk up to theſe Rules, yet my endeavours 
* ſhall be (Grace aſſiſting) ro walk after them, and that will be accepted asa De- 
* monſtration of my Loveto God, 2 Fobn verſe 6. 
* For guiding and regulating my thoughts, I ſer theſe Scriptures before me, 
* Fer- 14. 14. 1a. 55.7. Mal. 3. 17. Pſal. 104. 34. Phil. 4. 8. Prov. 23. 26. Demt. 15. 
"9. Eccl. 10. 20. Prov. 24. 9. Mat. 9.3. Zech. 8. 17. ; 
* For regulating mine AfﬀteCtions, theſe, Cel. 3. 2. 5. Goh F. 24. perticularly for 
. my Delight, Pſal. x. 2. and 37. 5. my Joy. Phil. 4. 4. Pſal. 43. 4- my Deſires, 1/s. 
26. 8, 9. my Sorrow, Ezek. 7.16. my Laye, Mats. 22. 37. and | /al. 119, 97. my 
: Hatred, P/al. 97. 10. my Fears, Luke 12. 4, 5. my Hope, P/gl. 39. 7. my Truit, 
Pſal. 62.8. Ia. 26. 4. 
. * For reQulating my Speech, Eph. 4. 29. Col. 4. 6. Deut. 6.6, 7. Pſal. 19. 46. and 
\ 7-8. 24. Prov. 41. 26. we ſhould lay it as a Law upon our ſelves to ſpeak kindly 
to all ſorts of Perſons. 


a 
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—* For my Works theſe, 7ir. 3.8. 2'7im. 2. 12. 1 Tim. 5. 10. Tit. 2.14. Matt. 5. 
© 47. 1 Tims. G. 18. Rev. 3. 2. Rom. t3. 12. As 26. 20, Our Works mult be viti- 
© ble, as wellas truly good; At. 5.-16: mult beexemplary, 7. 2. 7. Yer we mult 

© not expect Juſtification, or Salvation by our own Works, but by Grace, Eph. 3. 8, 

© 9. Rom. 3.28. 

\ -— Ke this Man of God gird- himſelf with the- Sword of rhe Spirir, Which he 
faithfully and ſucceſsfully managed apainft his Corruptions, and Temprations. 
Thus did he put on the Breaff Righreouſneſs, holding the Miſtery of - Faith in a goed 
Conſcience, applying the-Word of God as an inviolable Law, and Rule to his Hearr 
and Life ; ſincerely aiming at the Glory of God, and the obtaining that Bleſſeu. 
neſs ; which, by the Covenant of God, is ſecured ro the undefiled in the way who 
»alk in the Law of the" Loyd, and by his Life conformable thereunto, demonttra- 
ted the ſtriteit Holineſs, robe Prafticable, Ehgible, and Dele&table by his own 
Example. | | 

NG though he was hberally  inſtrufed by' Nature, Art, and Grace for the Of: 
fice, and Work of the Miniltry;-Yer, ſich low thoughts he had'of himſelf, and 
ſich deep afteCtifg apprthenſions of: the difficulty, and weight of the Work and 
Office of the Miniſtry -Wwwhich, a#ir is m it ſelf, fo it was to him, Ons tremendurm, 
a dreadful Burden, and he thought With Saint Pawl, 2%ho 3s ſufficient fer theſe things. 
And though it was tis Deſign:and Defire to ſerve God and his Church in that great 
Work, yet he was ſo-diſcouraged, that he wotild not (as too many do) haſtily ad- 
venture to ſeek for--Crdination , but would firſt prove himſelf well, ask Counſel of 
God and his Word, and to attenda' all of God by his Spirit andProvidence. 

— — Being now Maſter 'of Arts, he did ſbmerimes exerciſe his Gifts in fome Countrey 
Villages near to Cambridge. And-he uſed privately to enquire what ſinall Pariſhes 
were within ten or fifteen Miles of the Univerſity and deltitute of Miniſters. And 
unto Theſe he Preached, yer-with ſach privacy, as for ſome time none knew of it 
bur himſelf and the:People ty whom he Preached : yet, to many of them, it was 
a long time unknown'from whence he came,.and who he was. 

_ This Service he performed Gratis, Without exſpeCting any Reward from Man : 
Yea, it was ſome burden'to him. Among theſe Countrey People God blefled his 
Labours, and gave him the firſt Fruits of his Miniſtry, making him Inſtrumental 
and Succesful in the Confeſſion, and Edification of many : whereby he was endear. 
ed unto them, and they to him ; 'that,*efter he was called to Preach in aPariſh in 
Cambridge, he would yet go often among them on the week days, ſomerimes in 
one Place, and fometimes i another, and the People would lay afide their Coun- 
trey Buſinelles, and readily Travel feveral Miles to attend pon his Mi- 
mitry. SAP 

_.- Yea, after he was removed ſome conſiderable diſtance from them, into Effex and. 
Swffo/k, he would for rhe moſt part, fo long as he lived, go once a Year to'viſir 
them, Preaching ro them, and Conyerſing with them. | 

— After a while that he had” thus Exerciſed his Gifts among this Country People, 
he obſerved Three things eſpecially, which much encouraged him wholy to give 
up himſelf ro the Office and Work of the Miniſtry. gal 7 

—— Firſt, The benifiting of his own Soul in his Meditations for Preaching. WhilfF he 
was ſtudving for others,/ the Lord made it a word of Inſtruction to himſelf : And 
he found it the beſt means of growth, to be watering of others. 

— —- Secondly, He found his heart-much diverted from other Studies. Philoſophy was 
very tedious to him, He found little fatisfaftion'in Humane-Authors, 'nog to be 
compared with Meditation on Divine things. Yea, he deſired all other Studies, and 
they were very unſavory to him, | 

- —- Thirdly, The Lord had been pleaſed, in ſome meaſare to Bleſs his Labors in fin- 
dry places where he had Preached, and God fo ordered it, that it came to his 
knowledg, which mach encouraged him wholy -to devote himſelf ro the Mi- 
niltry. | 

.—- Anno Chriſti, 1654. He was choſen Catech;ft in the College for that Year. In 
which EleCttion there was a ſpecial Providence of God; for whereas before, the 
Maſter uſed to.nominare the Fellowsto ſuch Offices as they ſhould bear, he, this 
Year bad the Fellows to agree, andchuſe among themſelves ; winch they did, 'and 
choſe among themſelves according to their Seniority. He being abſent upon _— 

neſs, 
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neſs, they cali the Catechiſt place upon him, which he accepred of, and according. 

ly began todiTharge it irs Michaelmas Term. This was the firſt place where he fel} 

upon a Conlitant courſe of Preaching : -wherein God allo much encouraged and 

Honoured him. - For the very ficit Night thar he began hisExerciſe, one of the Fel. 

lows came ro him, and told him, that he had telt che Power of God in that Ordi- 

nance upon his Hearr. 

— The Statutes of the College tied him to th2ſe Exerciſes in Term-time only, but 

towards the end of that Term, he began ro conſider whether he ſhould not conti- 

nue that Exerciſe as well out of Term-rane, as in Term-tume : His Zealto rake all 
opportunities of doing 'Good prompting him to it :: Whereunto, he was much 
quickned by a Sermon Preached inSt. Maries, by the Reverend and Learned Do- 
ctor Tuckney, Profeſſ;y of Divmity there, wherem he ſhewed what a Blefled and 

deſirable thing it was to have the Charch of God multiply and encreafſed, and m 

his Application, directing his Speech chiefly to the Univertty, he ſaid, "That he did 

earneltly beſeech every one of them in-their places to endeavor the encreaſe of the 

Churdof God, both by adding themſelves, and endeavouring to add others to it: 

He looked npon this word as directed eſpecially ro himfelf, and took encourage- 

ment from it to proceed elicarfully in- is work. 

—<eAbont Eaſter following a motion was made to hin by one of St. Andrews Pariſh 
in Cambridg, in the name of the reſt, to ſupply thar place ; this he aflented not 
to, yer he promiſed to give- them a Sermon. But afterward the motion being 
again renewed with more-importunity; he adviſed them to ſeek to: God for dire- 
Ction in a Buſineſs of that weighty concernment, ' commending to them others of 
greater Abilities, and that had more Grace then himſelf ; Yet he faid, He would 
not at that time neither deny, nor promiſe ary thing. About Six Weeks after 
there came Eight or Nine of them, in the name of all the reft, importuning him 
chat he would Preach with them. on the Lords Days inthe Forenoon. 

— And after a Fortnights conſideration, and ſeeking of God, and conſulting Friends, 
he complied with their deſire, and accepted of the Service. 

— Here God fo Bleſſed his Miniſtry, both to the Schools; and People of the Town, 
that his Encouragement was very great, © for which he heartily Blelſed God. And 
in the College he fo well acquitted himſelf, that the Year now-expiring, he was 
again choſen Catechiſt for the Year enſuing, 

_-And being now ſatisfied that God called him to' the Office of the Miniſtry, he 
reſolved thoroughly co Devore himſelf to it by Ordination : For which end he 
went up to Londen, and being rheir Proved and Approved of, | Feb. x3. 1655. } 
he was ſolemnly ſet apart to this Office by Faſting and Prayer, and laying on of 
the Hands of the Presbytery : To which alſo God ſeemed to ſer to his Seal, both du- 
ring the Ation, by very Gracious Influences of his Spirit upon his Heart, beyond 
his Preparations : And on the Lords Day following, being requeſted to Preach both 
parts of the Day at the Charter-Houſe, he underitood that divers in that Congre- 

gation were much aftected with rhoſe his firſt Sermonsafrer his Ordination. 

—— In his return from Loxdon he experimented a very graciousProvidence of God, 
with which his Heart was much affected, which was this, The Night overtaking 
him before he could reach Haſting-Mills, ( where the Waters were very high by 
reaſon of a Flood ) juſt as he came almoſt to the Water, a Man met him, who 
knowing the danger, and the fafeſt patſage through, offered him his Service, and 
very kindly lent him his Horſe, which was taller, and ſtronger then Mr. Srccktons, 
and by Riding before him, conducted him fafely over, which elfe he could not 
have « without the hazard of his Life. 

— Mr. Srockron being now returned unto his Charge in Cambridg, with what Con- 
ſcience, . Faithfulneſs, Zeal and Diligence, he applied himſelf to the work wo 
which he had Devoted himſelf, and was now ſolemnly ſer apart for, we may jug 
by what follows in his own words. | O | 

— Taly che 7rb-1656. I ſet apart that Day for Faſting and Prayer, to ſeek tor 
Courikl of God, wherher 1 ſhould Preach in the Afternoon at St. Andrews: \r'd 

now my time for Chappel-Exerciſes being expired, having humbled my elf, 4 

fought nars God for diretion, 1 was by Scripture fully perſwaded that it was h&@ 

mind of God thar I ſhould do it, and that from theſe Scriptures, 

1 Cor. 9. 16, 17. Necgity i {aid pen me, and Woe 1s to me, GC. 


—_— 
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Eccle. 11. 6. In the Morning ſow thy Seed, &c. 
x Cor. 15. 58. Always abounding in the work of the Lord, &6. 


Gal. 6. x0. As we have oppertunity, GC. ] | 
Hereupoen | reſolved to Freach once a Fortnight in the Afternoon, to Which 1 


was encouraged from 1/s. 41. 10. and Metth. 28. wit. -----Lo 1 am with you, 


&c. Ee Wage” 
wly the 13th, 1656. I began my Afternoons Exerciſes ; begining with the Do- 


— of Repentance, and found the Lord much with me, aſlifting and enlarging 


me, and Bleſſing my Labours to ſome, &:c. 


_—— April the 21. 1657. I ſet this Day apart by Faſting and Prayer, for direCtion 


in a Buſineſs which had lain upon my. Spirit near half a Year, which was, to 
Preach once a Fortnight on the Week Days in-St. Andrews, where 1 was placed : 
And conſulting the Scriptures, theſe came into my mind, As 6, 4. We will give 
our (elves comtinally to Prayer, GC. Rom. 1. 1. 14, 15. Where 1 ſaw that one ſeperated 
to the Goſpel of Chriſt was a Debtor, and ſhould be ready, as 1/a. 40..9. O rhow 
that bringeſt good Tidings to Zion, &c. This Scripture I found fer home with Life 
and Power in reference to my preſent doubt, the rather conſidering that it is main- 
ly directed to ſuch as are ſent to Preach the Goſpel, by comparing it with [/a. 52. 


7. & Rom. 10. 15. ISNT: 
_. Then did he conſider and lay before him fundry Arguments moving him to un- 


" derrake, and ſet u pon that Lefture. And-after theſe he alſo ſet down his Diſcou. 


ragement, which yet he anſwered and removed, and thereupon et up a Lecture 
once a Fortnight on Thur/days at Three a Clock in the Afternoon : He began it 


the firſt Thurſday in Fune, 1657. 


_— Though his conitant Weekly work at St. Andrews Church was enough to exer- 


ciſe more then ordinary Strength, both of Mind and Body, yet had he many 0+ 
ther occaſions of Services, not only in the College as a Twror, Which 1ruit he di- 
ligently and faithfully diſcharged, both as to Learning and Religion : Bur in the 
Town, where he frequently Preached Faneral Sermons, and Trmity Lecture ; 
and in the Country alſo, where he Preached ſundry Lectures, both in the County 
of Cambridg and Huntington : All which he performed not in a perfunctory man. 
ner, but as a Workman that needed not be aſhamed : upon which account he never 
wanted a full Auditory, as well of Scholars, as of Towns-People. His Sermons 
were well ſtudied and digeſted : His Matter ſubſtantial and Spiritual ; His Argu. 
ments ſtrong ; His Utrerance clear, deliberate and grave: His Words apt, and na« 
tural to expreſs the Conceprtions of hus Mind, -He attefted not a ſtrain of Words 


— Which Mans Wiſdom teacheth,_ nor allowed himſelf a liberty of Words . which 


—_— 


-—— In all his Application unto Godby Prayer, his Behavior, words and manner of 


Mans indiſcretion poureth our. 


Urterance, beſpeak his ſolemn and attefting apprehenſions of the Majeſty and Ho- 
lineſs of God whom he Worſhiped, upon all which Conſiderations he was Nullz /ecun- 
dus , if not a Nene-ſuch in the Univerſity in his Day. 


— Scarce Two Months were expired after he had begun his Week-Day Letture, 


when the Mayor and one of the Aldermen of Colchefter in Eſſex, ( whether his 
Fame reached, ) applied themſelves to him in Cambridg, deſiring him to accept 
their Lecturers place, then void : Burt he, only fo far complied, for the preſent, 
as to promiſe to come over to them, andto Preach a Sermon or two among them ; 
which he performed about Three Weeks after. 


— After Preaching, the Aldermen and Common Councel met , and unanimouſly 


choſe him to that Place. His Work was to Preach on Lords Days in the After- 
noons, and every - Wedneſday in the Morning. He had alſo the Suffrage of the 
Godly —_— mn the Town, and Country thereabouts. . And as formerly, fo here 
alſo, he had the ſame encouragement, God making his firſt Sermon effectual up. 
on the Heart of a Dutchman that lived there : and his Second or Third upon an 
other Perſon noted for a Sinner, who came out of Novelty to hear him. , Con- 
cerning whom, he might fay as St. Paul did, 1 The. 1. 9. They ſhew of *ms, what 
maimer of entring we had. 1 


_— qo But it fared heer with him as it did at Cambridge, he thought he did nee work 


enough, and going freely, offered himſelfto Freach onthe Lords day Mornings, at St. 
Fame's Church, not deſiring any Reward for it ; And he was a very great fleſſivg 
to 
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to tlfis Town, not onely as to their Spiritnal but Temporal concerns alfo. For it 
was obſerved that the during tke time of his aboad there, the Town proſpered, 
and flourithed exceedingly in Trade. For even the good things of this Life doth 
the Goſpel carry with it. 

— Here he laboured faithfully ard diligently, till by the 4 of Uniformity; he, 
with the reſt of his Brethren, were debarred from the Publick Exercite of his Mi- 
niſtry. Yer thinking himſelf not bound tb be his own Executioner, and there be- 
ing mutual Obligations by Contratt between the Town and him, that the own 
ſhould not eject, nor the other deſert withaut ſo long warning , he continued his 
publick Preaching, till baving occaſion to go unto Cambridge-ſhire , in his abſence 
another was put into his place by the B. of L. 

— From thenceforth (with Saint Paul, 4&s 28. 36.) he dwelt three whole years in 
his own bired houſe, and received all that came into bim, Preaching the Kingdom 
of God with all confidence, till God fent the raging Peſtilence into the Town, 
Anno Chriſti 1665. wherewith he was greatly aftected, and ſeeing many, botk of the 
Shepherds, and of their Flocks baſting their Flight, and many others daily paſiing 
into Eternity , he was much moved with compaſlion , -and out of a zezlous de- 
fire of their Salvation, he ſent to the Magiſtrates, and ottered freely, if that they 
would allow him the liberty of a Publick Church, he would ſtay and Preach to 
them, trill either God ſhould take him away by Death, or cauſe the Plague to 
ceaſe : But this being denied him, he ſerioufly thought of leaving the Town. 

——Having fought of God a right way for himſelf and Family, he received fſatisfa- 
Con for the Iawfulne!s '/ in the time of the Plague ) to remove, from Ja. 26. 20, 
Hide thy [elf for a little moment, &c. And he was encouraged to hope, thar Gnd 
would go with him, from Gen. 28. 15. Iam with thee, &c. Adding thereto, Gal. 

3-7, 9. And accordingly, Auguſt the 251b, Anno Chriſti, 1665. he removed to 
Chattiſham in Suffolk, abour 1 welve Miles trom Colcheſter. 

— Peing now come to a place where he was a- meer ſtranger, without any ac- 
quaintances, and conſidering the dangerouſneſs of the times, he had many doubers 
and fears concerning the comfort of his abiding there : But he quickly received (- 
"Ts from the Holy Scriptures, which were his daily. delight, a Man of his 

unſcls. 

— Srguſt the 27th, Being the firſt Sabbath after his coming thicher, the Chapter 
which fel in courſe for his private Reading, was'Ezek. 37. from whence he ob- 
ſerved, that though God brought the Propherinto a Valley, where were only dry 
Bones, yer there he had work for him, and made his Labours ficceſfsful and pro- 
table, &c. 

— Accordingly God inclined the Heart of theſe.Strangers, not only to reſpect and 
honour hum, but indulged him the liberty of private Preaching, and opened to 
hicz a Door for the frequent Exerciſe of his Miraſtry in Publick, which was denied 
him at Colcheſter, 

— The Miniſter of the Pariſh having another Cure, could not attend this but once 
in a Fortnight, and going, did not only willingly, - but thankfully indulge to Mr. 
Stockten the liberty of his Pulpit : And his' maintenance being ſmall, and forme 


Burdens lyirig heavy upon him, after a while ,he deſerted this Place, and wholy 


left the People to ſhift for themſelves : whereupon, at their requeſt, Mr.'Stocktors 


ſupplied that vacancy ; and his Zeal provoked others, both Mimitters, and People, 


to do the like. - For other Neighbouring Pariſhes wanting Miniſters for want of 
maintenance, called in the help of Non-ecnformiſts ; who enjoyed the liberty of 
their Miniſtry for many Years, if not until this Day. | 


— When it pleaſed the Kings Majelty to ſer forth his Gradous Declaration for Indul- - 


gence, Mr. Stockrcn was choſen both by a Congregation in Ipſwich , and by another 
In Celcheſfter : and both being very defirous of ; he undertook half the Service 
ub a and fo, with others. divided his Labours: berween them fo long as he 
V Y 
- His Labours were abundant: For beſides his Preaching Twice every Lords Day, 
he many times Expounded, and Chatechifed the-Youth, and reſolved Cafes of 
Conſcience to ſuch as applied themſelves to him for that end. He alſo Preached a 
Leiture at Ip{wich on the Week Day once a Fortnight : And ſcarce a Week patied, 
bur he aſſiited at ſome other Lefture: Or ſome Funeral Sermon, or help to. keep 
private Fafts at home and abroad. E e The 
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_ — — The Providence of God over him was very fignal : For notwithitandirrg his 
Zeal and Conſtency in-th-12 Duties, at home and abroad ; and the teverity of the 
Laws, the Malice, Watchtulneſs and Endeavors of his Adverſanes, yet God ſuf. 
fered not ah Bair to fall from his Head, the Complaints, Indictments, Convitti- 
ons, Warrants, Yretzntments, Excommunuications, were made againſt im, yet 
was he never im{1riloned, Aporehended, Liltrained, or brought before any Courr, 
or Magiſtrate : And be was much aftected with this care of God over him, and 
thankfully accepred and P.ecorded it, as the Inſtance of Gods faithfulneſs, and 
performance of his FYromile, as the anſwer of his own Faith, and Prayers, and 
as the Reward.of his Love, and Zeal, and Courage for God and his Church: by 
the Power whereof, he lived above Fears and Dangers. For thus he Writes, 

—— April the 16h, 1665. Being the Lords Day, 1 awaked with that Scripturein my 
Thoughts, 1 Tim. 1. x5. This 4 # faithful ſaying, &ce. 1 dwelt upon it, and drew 
conifort and relief for my Faith, through the help of God :;-lhe comfort 1 had, 
was, , That Chriſt came to fave the chief of Sinners. } That this was a Faithful fay- 
ing, that it was worthy of, all accepration, or to be embraced of every one: And 
that this Salvation was from Sin as well as from Hell, Marth. 1.21. And conſi- 
dering wherher he would fave me, 1 was fatisfied from Fobn 6. 37. Him that cometh 
ro me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, &C. 

_— September the 19th, As 1 was Expounding Pſalm 91. It being a Day of Humilia- 
tion, I was mugh encouraged to go on in my Calling, though we had many Ad- 
verſaries, from Verſe 11, 12, 13. Yea, though our Enemies were ſtrong as Lions, 
as full of Venome as Dragons, as ſubtle and obitinate as Adders, ( ſee F/al. 58. 
4, F- ) yer the Angels have a charge to: keep us im all our Ways : and the Pro- 
mile is, That we ſhall tremple them under our Feet. 

—- Ioblerved alſo in Reading Dan. 6. 23.-------No hrs was found upon him, becauſe 
be believed in his God. | | 
— September the 224, As I was Reading in my . Family, P/al. 146. 9. The Lord 
(room the Strangers, my Faith was itrengrhned. - In Colccbefter 1 enjoyed much 
eace and Security ; but coming into a ſtrange phee, having none to ſhelter or 
ſpcak tor me, I judged my felt to be in more danger : But this word, The Lord 
preſervh the Strangers, did help my dependance upon God. 

_ — Ottober thie 28:h, Amno Chrifts, 1666. Being the Lords Day, 1 went to Preach at 
Manytree. "i hat Morning the Lord gave moin that Promiſe, 1/a 55.12. Te ſball be 
led forsb with Peace : It being a time of: danger for Noen-Conformiſts to Preach in 
Publick, t:3s Pronaiſe was the more precious to me, and I was encouraged to go 
wit! the greater confidence. And I determined to Eye this Promiſe for the Fu- 
ture, when Probably tfhould meer with Diſtnrbance. 

_—— Decemver the 25th,: 1665, As1| was Reading Lake 6. I obſerved from Verſe t1, 
I2..- That when _—_ Enernes were filled with Madneſs, and ſought what they 
might do nnto him, he went up into a Mountain to Pray, and continued in Prayer 
all Night. Hence leonchaded,, That: it was my Duty to give my felf much unto 
Prayer; es oft as | land Ehemies that lay in wait to do-me any hurrt. 

— Within a Day or Two/afrer, one of the Conſtables came unto me, and told me 
chat his Fellow-Conftable, when be had drnnk ſomewhat liberally, -rold him, har 
there had been ſome Communication hetween him and one of the: Depury Lieu- 
tenants, about Preſenting me at the Seſſons for my Meetings. I thought upon the 
Text, Lake 6. 11, x2. and went apartito Pray, when he was gone : And whillt 1 
was Meditating on this; God brought into my mind that Text, Dewt. 33. 12. 7he 
Beloved of the Lerd ſhall dwell ſafely by him, and I was ttrengthned in my adhe- 
rence to-this Promiſe. And as 1 was pleading this Promiſe in Prayer, that paliage* 
was ſent home to me.: He ſhall cover thee all the Day long. And after I had been in 
Prayer, I conſidered Focebs Carriage, 'after be had refed with God about Eſens 
coming againſt him, ; be nſed means to appeaſe bis Brother : So did I to prevent 
trouble at the Seſſions, and it\ pleaſed the Lord that I heard no more of it : For the 
Lord made me to dwell in fafety.  * {40 W. 

___—anary the 224, As he, was Exercifing in his Hoafe word! was brought hitn, that 
the Mayor and Aldernien would come ; bur being near the end of his Exerciſe, 
he ſoon concluded, and difinilied the Altembly. And preſently a Conitable came 
fo hit, and told him, that He was ſent co diſiolye his Meering ; / Bur added, - 


_—_—_—__——— 


; 
: 
4 
|. 


Ge BAR 22 Kt 


"s 4 


of Mr. Owen Stockton, Ec. 


195 


he Bleſied God, who had given him an Heart to come tometimes to it himſelf, and 
his Wife oftner. So that inftead of doing him any hurt, he gave Glory to God, 
that inclined hin to be a Hearer himſelt. 


_— Ottob. Anno Chi/ti 1670. He was preſented in the Eecleſiaſtical Court for Preach- 


ing : but God incouraged him with the Word, F/al. 103. 31. And though his Ad- 
verſaries got an Excommunicaticn againit hitn, yet God raiſed up deliverance for 
him, that the Court took it oi, without his appearing or paying any Fees, 


—» Yea, ſo far was he from forbearing to Freach for tear of ſutierings, that being 


once perſwaded by his Friends to forbear, many Sou!diers being thereabout, who 
alſo had newly ſeiſ-d upon Mr. $. and imprifoned him 3; yer all that day, and the 
night following, was he under much deſpondency of Spirit, for miſling ſuch an 
opportunity of Service. Eut it was ſome ltay to his mind, what he Read, Marr. 
16. 20, whence he obſerved that the Civulging of the molt neceſ:ary cruth, was at 
ſome times prohibited by Feſws Chriſt. 


— - And he was further {::tistied from A#s 16. 6, 7. whence he obſerved, that at- 


temprs to Preach the Goipe! to (ome Places, may ſometimes ariſe from the Holy 
Ghoſt. Ar another rim-, having milied an oppertunity of Service, he thought 
upon Pſal. 52. 9. whereby he was convinced that he might praiſe God for the 
Providence thus attended with fome affiifting circumlitances. 


—— Once a very zealous & active Perſecutor ofthe Now-conformiſts had gotten aWar- 


rant again't tim nponthe Oxford 24 directed to all the chiet Conſtables 8 pertyCon- 
ſtebles in the County to apprenend him, & accordingly an Officer, a Stranger came 
to execute it; who, being come near the Houle, he efpied two Men, whom by their 
Apparel, he judged ro be Miniiters walking in a Field; the one was Ar. Stockter, 
the other Mr. Senier of Hackney. He haſted to them, and rold them that he had a 
Waxrant againſt one of them, but he knew not which. Againlt whom (faid 
Mr. Senior) againit Mr. Stcckton, faid the other, let me fee it faid Mr. Senior ? He 
ſhewed ir, verily concluding that he was- the Man. Some little Girls were nere, 
who coming to them, Cclinged abour Mr Semicy as if he had been their Father, which 
confirmed the Officer in his error. Whilit Mr. Senior read the Warrant, and the 
Officer was intent upon him, Mr. Sreckron walked away, and when Mr. Senior ſaw 
that he was out of the Mans reach, he convinced him of his miſtake. And by this 
good Providgnce he eſcaped that danger. And being rhus ſecured by God through 
Faith and Praver, he returned the whole Glory thereof unto God thus. 


——lIn Reading 2 Chron. 20. 30+the Realm of Jehoſaphat was quiet : For bis God gave 


him veſt round about ; God cauſed me to take notice, that my living in reit and 


quiztneſs was the gift of God , and came to paſs by his good Providence, and not - 


from the privicy of the place where I lived, or from the peacable diſpoſition of my 
Neighbours. 1 was thence alſo Inſtructed, what I ſhould rerurn unto the Lord for 
keeping me from the Hands of mine Enemies, and giving me Reſt and Peace, 
from P/el. 30. 1. I will extol thee (0) Lord) for thou haſt lifted me up, and baſt nt 
made my Fees to rejoyce over me. And from Pſal.31.7, 8. I faw alſo that Gods gi- 
ving me Reſt from them, ſhould put me upon doing ſome ſpecial eminent Service, 
from 2 Sam. 7.1,2.1 Kings 5.4, 5-1 Chron. 22.17, 18,19, 


——Thus wich uawearied Pains and Zeal, in great Peace and Security, with Holy 


Rejoycing and 1hank(giving, did this Man of God fulfil-the Courſe of his Mi- 


nittrey. 
--— Yer he did not farisfie himſelf with. his Work of Preaching, bur applied himſelf 


lv unto writing, for the greater Service of the preſent, and furure Generations : 
His Ceunſel tb the affited, and his Scriptaral Catechiſm , are. already Printed : and 
us hone that ſome othzrs may ſee the Light. | 


-—— It pleaſed God in much Mercy and Faichfulnefs to give him a Meet-help, a molt 


ſaixable Yoke-fellow, a very Prudern, Virtuous, and Gracious Gentlewoman, of a 

Worthy and or rieny in Cambridg-ſhire , Mrs. Eliancr Rant, Daughter of 

Rane, of Suaff-bam, Eq; whom be Married 'within lef than a year after bis 

| to Colchefter, who was a ſingular Blefling, Comfort, and Honour to him fo 

long as he lived. Few there be ro whom Sclowons Commendations (Prov. 31. 26. 
&c.) doth more properly belong. 


—— ÞBy ber, God gave him ſix Children, whereof he left one onely Daughter ſur- 


viring. - But upon the account of his own, and his Wives Wiſdom, Grace, Gravis 
ty and Government ; many were deſirous to get their Children into his Family, 
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_-— — The Providence of God over him was very ſignal : For notwithſtandiryg his 
Zeal and Conitency in-th-l2 1utizs, at home and abroad; and the teverity of the 
Laws, the Malice, Watchtulneſs and Endeavors of his Adverſaries, yet God ſufs 
fered not ah Bair to fall from his Head, the Complaints, Indictments, Convitti- 
ons, Warrants, Yretentmernts, Excommunications, were made againſt him, yet 
was he never im/1iloned, Aporehended, Liltrained, or brought before any Court, 
or Magiſtrate : And he was much aftected with this care of God over him, and 
thankfully accepred and P.ecorded it, as the Inſtance of Gods faithfulneſs, and 

formance of his Fromite, as the anſwer of his own Faith, and Prayers, and 
as the Reward of his Love, and Zeal, and Courage for God and his Church: by 
the Power whereof, he lived above Fears and Dangers. For thus he Writes, 

—— April the 164b, 1665. Being the Lords Day, I awaked with that Scripturein my 
Thoughts, 1 Tim. 1. x5. Tha 8 faithful ſaying, &ce. 1 dwelt upon it, and drew 
conifort and relief for my Faith, through the help of God :;-Ilhe comfort 1 had, 
was, , That Chriſt came to fave the chief of Sinners. _ That this was a Faithful fay- 
ing, that it was worthy of all accepration, or to be embraced of every one: And 
that this Salvation was from Sin as well as from Hell, Marth. 1.21. And conſi- 
dering wherber he would ſave me, 1 was faristied from Fobn 6. 37. Him that cometh 
ro me, I will in no wiſe caſt out, &C. 

_— September the 19th, As 1 was Expounding Pſalm 91. It being a Day of Humilia- 
tion, I was much encouraged to go on in my Calling, though we had many Ad- 
verſaries, from Verſe 11,12, 13. Yea, though our Enemies were ſtrong as Lions, 
as full of Venome as Dragons, as ſubtle and obſtinate as Adders, ( fee F/al. 58. 
4, 5. ) yet the Angels have a charge to: keep us im all our Ways : and the Pro- 
mile is, That we ſhall tremple them under our Feet. 

— Iloblerved alfo in Reading Dan. 6: 23.-------No hwrt was found upon bim, becauſe 
be bdlieved in his God. 

— September the 224, As | was Reading in my . Family , P/al. 146. 9. The Lord 
Auragens the Strangers, my Faith was ſtrengrhned. - In Colechefter 1 enjoyed much 
eace and Security ; butt coming into a ſtrange plaee, having none to ſhelter or 
ſpcak tor me, 1 judged- my felt to be in more danger : Bur this word, The Lord 
preſerwvih the Strangers, did help my dependance upon God. 

_ _— Octtcber the 28h, Anno Chriftt, 1666. Being the Lords Day, I went to Preach at 
Manytree. "i hat Morning the Lord gave mein that Promiſe, 1a 55.12. Te ſhall be 
led forsb with Peace : It being a time-of danger for Nen-Conformiſts to Preach in 
Publick, 43s Prongifſe was the more precious to me, and I was encouraged to go 
wit!; the greater confidence. And I determined to Eye this Promiſe for the Fu- 
ture, when Probably 4fhould meer with Diſtnrbance. 

_— December the 25th,; 1665, As1 was Reading Lake 6. I obſerved from Verſe t1, 
I2..- That when —_ Enepnes were filled with Madneſs, and ſought what they 
might do nnto him, he went up into a Mountain to Prav, and continued in Prayer 
all Night. Hence lconchaded,, That. it was my Duty to give my ſelf much unto 
Prayer; es oft as I lad Ehemnes that lay in wait to do me any hurr. 

— Within a Day or Two'/afrer,, one of the Conſtables came unto me, and told me 
that his Fellow-Conftable, when be had drnnk ſomewhat liberally, -rold him, thae 
there had been ſore Communication hetween him and one of the: Depury Lieu- 
tenants, about Preſenting me at the Seſpons for my Meetings. I thought upon the 
Text, Luke 6. 11, 12. and went apartito Pray, when he was gone : And whillt 1 
was Meditating on this; God brought into my mind that Text, Dewt. 33. 12. The 
Beloved of rhe Lerd ſhall dwell ſafely by him, and I was ttrengethned in my adhe- 
rence to-this Promiſe. And as 1 was pleading this Promiſe in Prayer, that paliage* 
was ſent hore to me.: He ſhall cover thee all the Day long. And after I had been in 
Prayer, I conſidered Focebs carriage, 'after be had wreſtled with God about Eſeus 
coming, againit him, ; he nſed means to appeaſe bis Brother : So did I to prevent 
trouble at the Seſſions, and it pleaſed the Lord that I heard no more of it : For the 
Lord made me to dwell in fafety.  * | walk 

January the 224, As he, was Exercifing in his Houfe word' was brought hitn, chat 
the Mayor and Aldernien would come |bur being near the end of his Exerciſe, 
ne ſoon; concluded, and difmilied the Altembly. And preſently a Conitable came 
fo hith,, and told him, that He was ſent to diſiolye his Meering H Bur added, o- 
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he Bleſied God, who had given him an Heart to come ſometimes to it himſelf, and 
his Wife oftner. <0 that inſtead of doing him any hurt, he gave Glory to God, 
that inclined him to be a Hearer himſelt. 


_— Ottob. Anno Chiſti 1670. He was preſented in the Eecleſiaſtical Court for Preach- 


ing : but God inconraged him with the Word, F/al. 103. 31. And though his Ad- 
verſaries got an Excommunicaticn againit hitn, yet God raiſed up dehverance for 
him, that the Court took it ot, without his appearing or paying any Fees, 


—» Yea, fo far was he from forbearing to Freach for tear of tutierings, that being 


once perſwaded by his Friends to forbear, many Sou:diers being thereabour, who 
alſo had newly feiſed upon Mr. $. and imprifoned him ; yet all that day, and the 
night following, was he under much deſpondency of Spirit, for miſling ſuch an 
opportunity of Service. Eut it was ſome ltay ro his mind, what he Read, Marr. 
16. 20, Whence he obſerved that the civulging of the molt necel:ary truth, was at 
ſome times prohibited by Feſws Chriſt. 


— - And he was further {.:tisfied from A#s 16. 6, 7. whence he obſerved, that at- 


temprs to Preach the Goipe! to ſome Places, may ſomerimes ariſe from the Holy 
Ghoſt. Ar another rim-, having mitied an oppertunity of Service, he thought 
upon Pſal. 52. 9. whereby. he was convinced that he might praiſe God for the 
Providence thus attended with fome atfiifting circumitances. 


——- Once a very zealous & athve Perſecutor ofthe Now-conformiſts had gotten aWar- 


rant again't tum nponthe Oxford 24 directed to all the chiet Conſtables & perttyCon- 
ſtables in the County to apprenend him, & accordingly an Officer, a Stranger came 
fo execute it; who, being come near the Houle, he eſpied two Men, whom by their 
Apparel, he judged ro be Miniiters walking in a Field ; the one was Mr. Stockter, 
the other Mr. Senicy of Hackney. He haſted to them, and told them that he had u 
Wagrant againit one of them, but he knew not which. Againit whom (faid 
Mr. Senior) againit Mr. Stcckton, faid the other, let me fee it faid Mr. Senior ? He 
ſhewed ir, verily concluding that he was- the Man. Some little Girls were nere, 
who coming to them, clinged abour Mr Sexicy as if_he had been their Father, which 
confirmed the Officer in his error. Whilit Mr. Senior read the Warrant, and the 
Othcer was intent upon him, Mr. Steckron walked away, and when Mr. Senior faw 
that he was out of the Mans reach, he convinced him of his miſtake. And by this 
good Providgnce he eſcaped that danger. And being thus ſecured by God through 
Faith and Praver, he returned the whole Glory thereof unto God thus. 


——ln Reading 2 Chron. 20. 304the Realms of Jehoſaphat was quiet : For bis God gave 


him veſt round about ; God cauſed me to take notice, that my living in reit and 
quiztnes was the gift of God , and came to paſs by his good Providence, and not 
from the privicy of the place where I lived, or from the peacable diſpoſtion of my 
Neighbours. 1 was thence alſo Inſtructed, what 1 ſhould return unto the Lord for 
keeping me from the Hands of mine Enemies, and giving me Reſt and Peace, 
from P/el. 30. 1. I will extol thee (0) Lord) for thou haſt lifted me up, and haſt na 
made my Foes to refoyce over me. And from Pſal. 31.7, 8. 1 faw alſo that Gods gi- 
ving me Reſt from them, ſhould put me upon doing ſome ſpecial eminent Service, 
from 2 Sam. 7.1,2.1 Kings 5.4, 5.1 Chron. 22.17, 18,19, 


——Thus wich uawearied Pains and Zeal, in great Peace and gecurity, with Holy 


Rejoycing and 1hankſgiving, did this Man of God fulfil the Courſe of his Mi. 


nittrey. ; 
-— Yer he did not ſarisfie himſelf with. his Work of Preaching, but applied himſelf 


21 unto writifig, for the greater Service of the preſent, and furure Generations : 
His Ceunſel tb the afficted, and his Scriptaral Catechiſm , are already Printed : and 
us hoped, that ſome others may ſee the Light. | 


-— It pleaſed God in much Mercy and Faichfulnefs to give him a Meet-help, a moſt 


ſaixable Yoke-ſellow, a very Prudern, Virruous, and Gracious Gentlewoman, of a 

Wortly and Religious Family in Cambridg-ſhire , Mrs. Eliancr Rant, Daughter of 

Rane, of Suaff-ham, Elq; whom be Married within lef than a year after bis 

| to Colchefter, who was a ſingular Blefling, Comfort, and Honour to him fo 

long as he lived. Few there be ro whom Sclowons Commendations (Prov. 31. 26. 
&c.) doth more properly belong. 


—— Þy her, God gave him ſix Children, whereof he left one onely Daughter ſur- 


biring. - But upon the account of his own, and his Wives Wiſdom, Grace, Gravi- 
ty and Government ; many were deſirous to get their Children into his Family, 
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(even thoſe that were of ditterent perſwaſions from him, both in Conformity and 
Non-conformity\ for their better Education : In compliance wherewnth he received 
ſome young Perſons of the Female Sex, that might more properly belong to the 
care and inſpettion of his Wife. So that mottly he bad a full Family ; wherein, 
according to his Place he kept up his Authoriry over all under tus Charge, bug 
with ſo much Meekneſs, Prudence, and Gravity, that they all itood in awe of him, 
yet he was more loved than feared. 


__— As for his Wife, whom he worthily honoured, and intirely loved, there never 


aroſe any Paſſion, or Diſpute berween them. He frequently converſed with her 
abone the matters of her Soul : enquiring how the Cafe ſtood between God and 
her Soul : what burthens lay npon 'her Spirit : what grounded hope ſhe had for 
Eternal Life, &c. helping, and encouraging her in the ways of Godlineſs. 


.——The gth. day of Fune, being the day of their Marriage, he never palted it over 


— 


(if at kome) without ſpending ſometime with her-in ſo;emn Prayer unto God, and 


- Conference about the ſeveral pai.ages of his Providence towards them fince they 


came into that Relation : In the concluſion whereof, he was always more attect. 
ed with, and thankful for Mercies, then dejected, or cait down for atilictions, 
though he met with ſome conſiderable trials, not onely in his Family, by the lots 
of ſo many hopeful Children, &c. but alſo abroad, and that from thoſe that knew, 
and going ſhould have praQtiſed better. It was his manner, not onely in his more 
private, and ſecret retirements; but alſo in his Family Duties to commend her in 
perticuler to God, at the Throne of his Grace. 


_— As for his Children, very early, even before they were paſt che lap, he himſelf, 


wonld be inſtrufting of them in Gods Word, ordering them to get ſome Scriptures 
by heart, which belt ſuited with their Childhood, and Capacity : Four of them 
died in their Infancy and Childtzood, none having attained the full Age of five 
years; Concerning whom he had much fatistaction as to their Eternal Sal. 
Varion. 


_— His firſt-born (a Daughter) attained to the Age of nineteen years, and then 


died ; who had been fo inſtrutted by her Father, that betore ſhe was eight years 
old, ſhe underſtood the Method of a Sermon, and if Preached by her Father, 
wcu!d give him an accout of the moſt conſiderable Heads and Pallages therein, 
and before ſhe was full nine years old, ſhe would write a Sermon after him, with. 
out miſſing the Heads, with ſome conſiderable enlargements alſo. 


.- About this time of her Age God ſuttered her to Fall into fin in the open Adts, to 


the obſervation of others, which expoſed her to the ſevere Rebuke of her Parents, 
which God was pleaſed ro fanttine to her conviction, and as the grew up, the 
quickly gave evidence of the truth of Grace, and power of Godlineſs, making 
progreſs therein beyond her years, having a very great love to the Ordinances, 
Miniſters, and Servants of Chrsft : And ſhe diſembled her weakneſs and bodily in. 
lirmiries, that ſhe might not be kept from the publick Ordinances for the good of 
her Soul. She walked cloſly with God in frequent ſecret Duties, kept the Lords 
Days ltriftly ; rook ſpecial notice of the workings of Grace, and of fin , and of 
Gods providential dealings with her, which ſhe recorded irther Dizzy : And under 
a long and mortal ſickneſs, expreſied a moſt Chriſtian Patience and Submiſſion to 
the will of God. Y 


—— As for his Servants, ſo ſoon as they came into his Family, he inſtruCted them ; 


firſt in their Duty ro God, and nextin the Duty of their places, giving them. 
Scriptures for that which he inſtructed them in, requiring them to get thole Scrip- 
tures by heart, which they were to repeat to him when he called for them. 


- 


— In his Family, afcer his own ſecret retirements, wherein he read the holy Scrip- 


tures in courſe, and Prayed, Morning and Evening, firſt and laſt ; his Family be. 
ing come together, he- began with a ſhort Prayer, then toread a portion of Scrip. 
eure, which alſo he oft-times expounded, and fo concluded with Prayer. At Nighe 
he did the like; onely adding, thatevery Child and Servant, ſhould repeat a verfe 
of the Chaprer which he. would open, and explain unto them. Frequently exhor- 
ting them to a Reverend demeanour of themſelves , in the whole Worſhip and 
Service of God. 


-— Once a week uſually he did Catechiſe both his Children, and Servants. And 


once a fortnight, if ſome extraordinary occaſion put him not by ; he opened, and 
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explained ſome Principle of Religion in a Catechifical way, Which bis Children and 
Servants were to give him an account of the next Forrnight. What Sermons they 
heard, either on the Leyd's days, or upon other occaſions, they gave kim an ac- 
count thereof as they could remember. | OBS: 
— He kept private davs of Humiliation with tis Family,' often as his pnblick 
Imployments would give him leave; wherein he uſed ro deal in perticular with 
every one, about the concerns of their-Souls. He required all inhis Family toute 
ſecret Prayer as well as ro be preſent ar Family Duties. If any bf his Brethren 
came to viſit him, he was not content to let him depart withour Prayer. His Houſe 
was an Houſe of Prayer. : 

-— He was a ſtrict obſerver of the Lyyd's Days, ard took care that all under his Roof 
ſhould do the ſame. He kept a ſevere watch not onely over his Words, and 
Adtions, but over his Thoughts alſo, nor onely when they were vain and finfn}, 
= impertinent to the Holineſs of the day, or of the Duties which ke was 
abour. ; 

_—His Charity was no leſs abundant then his other Graces ; which he accourited 


one of the beſt Characters of a Chriſtian; and would fay, and that he did not — 
value a Chriſtian by his great knowledg; and emiritnt Patts, but by his great — 


Charity, and by bis love to his Brerhrer, : -And herein he obſerved theſe Rules. 
— Towards thoſe that were at variance one with another : He was an induttrious 
 Peace-maker,; offering himſelf ro interpoſe, to make up the breach, and raking 
Jourmies, when at a diſtance, in order to ir, | | 
-» Towards thoſe that had difference with -him about worldly concetris (from 
which he was not altogether free; though” alroperhier innocent) when he: ſuttered 
wrong by any, his cate was, that they ſhould ſuffer none by hirh, or his, either in 
word or deed ; alwavs pradtifing himſelf and adviſing others, to return good for 
evl. He would make the beſt conſtrutticn that was poſſible , of the words and 
actions of his Adverſaries ; often making menrion ©f char Text, 1 Cer. 13. 5. 
Charity thinks no evil. | | 
- Towards his Friends bis Friendſhip was hearty, ingenious, faithful, and open. 
He received them into his Houſe gladly, entertained them liberally, converſed 
with them chearfully, ſimpathiſed with them in their Afictions atiectioharely, and 
lerved themas he had occaſion induſtriouſly, 5” 
——Towards thoſe that perſecuted him and others for their Conſciences, he obſerved 
Chriſt's command Matt. 5. 44. he atteQtionatly pittied them, and prayed for them 
daily; and when he heard any- paſſionate 'expreſſions againſt them for their vio- 
lence, he would be offended, and charge *People to pray more earneſtly for rhem, 
and to ſeek opportunities to do them good | - 
— Tawards thoſe that diſlented from him in the matters of God, he had a Spirit 
of meekneſs and forbearance, imbracing all with Chriſtian love, whofe Practice — 
dd not deſtroy their Profeſſion of Chrittianity. At his firft coming to Colchifter, — 


he found it a very divided place upon the account of divers perſwaſions. among — 
them - yet he ſo behaved himſelf with ſuch Humility, Moderation, Tenderneſs, — 


Brotherly-kindnefs, and Charitable Judgment ; that they- were generally united — 
in their reſpects, and eſteem for him. And tho he couldnor fatisfie his Conſcience — 
lo as to confirm, yet he judged many who did, to be very good Men, and had 
a real honour for them. | 

— Towardsthe Poor, and ſuch as Were in ſtreights, he was pitiful. and bountiful. 
He deviſed liberal things, and drew out bis Soul to the bungry ; wherein he obſerved 
Cbrif's Rule; Matt. 6. 1,2, 3. This was one of his great ſecrets, he did induſtri- 
ouſly conceal his Charity all that he could. 

-» The Widdow, the Fatherleſs, and the Stranger, the Sick and Sufferers, were all 
refreſhed with his compaſſions. Though he offered ro Preach freely at St. Fame's 
Church in Colchifter,, neither deſiring, nor expetting any reward ; yet the civility 
of the People did gratifie him for his pains : -The greateft part whereof he diſpoſed 
to Charitable uſes. | | 

- By his own liberality, and by his ſtirring up others, he promoted the 
Education of ſome Poor Schollars, as were hopeful for the Work of the 


wm 
- In his laſt 14/31] and Teftament, out of Love and Zeal for the benifit and good - 
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che Church, he hath bequeathed the beſt part of his well-furniſhed Labrary , even 
/.rhe beit and choiſet of them , to/Gonvil and Caivs College in Cambridge : As allo 

* five hundred pounds to be laid out by bis Executrix, therewith to purchaſe a Free- 

hold Eſtate, or an Impropriation, to be ſerled on .the faid College , for the main- 
tainance of a <chollar and Fellow there for ever. - Provided that fuch onely ſhall 
be Elefted as are Orphans, or the Sons of poor Miniſters, of the beſt, and moſt 
hopeful Parts, tying them to the Study of Divinity, and the Miniſterial Work, ta- 
king ſpecial care that they be well grounded, 2nd eſtabliſhed in the Orthodox 

Faith, and Reformed Proteſtant Religion ; And in caſe he ſhall become corrupr in 
Pottrin, or Scandalous in Life, then after due Admonition, and Non-Reforma« 
tion, his Place to be declared void, and another to be choſen in his ſtead, and none 
to enjoy itabove Twelve Years. | 

_-— Beſides which he alfo bequeathed, in Caſe his only Daughter ſhonld Die before 
ſhe came to the Age of Qne and Twenty Years, Twenty Pounds per Annum to be 
ſerled upon the College in New-England, for the Education of a converted Indian, 
or to any other that will learn the Indian Language, and will be a Miniſter to 
Preach unto them. And when he heard cf that conſuming Fire which turned the 
greateſt: part of New-Bofton into Aſhes , he ſent thither freely , a conſiderable 
number of his Books, Entituled, Counſel ro the Afficted , to be deſtributed among 
the Sutterers. 

— He hath alfo given Twerty Five Founds to other Charitable uſes : which bequeſts 
he hath yer made with all due reſpect to his Family, not failing in his kindneſs to 
his Wife, or his tenderneſs as a Father to his Daughter, fo ordering his Charity un- 
to others ; as With 211 ſecuring to his Widow, and Fatherleſs Daughter, not only 
a Neceflary, and Competent, but even a Liberal, and Plentiful meznsof Subk- 
ſtance ; reſerving unto them the Rent of what he hath bequeethed to the College, 
during their Natural Lives. 

_ ——In the laſt place, there is an account given (out.of his Diary) of the Obſerva- 
tions, and Experiences of himſelf, through which we may look into, the very 
frame and temper, the thoughts and atfections of his Heart, which are largely fer 
down by Mr. Fobn Fairfax, in the Life of Mr. Fobn Stockron ; whereof, for brevity 
ſake, I ſhall onely give you the Heads. 

_. His Obſervations, and Experiences, Jax. 10. Amo Chriſti 1653. Theſe he conti- 

' nued during his abode at Cambridge, to the Year 1657. And at his removal to 
Colchefter he intermitred it for a time: but reſumed it again, in the Year 1662. and 
continued them to the Year 1676. And this he did that he might always have at 
hand before him, the manner and Method of Gods dealing with his Soul, the 
working of Corruption and Grace, his Lapſes and Recoveries, his Combats and 
Victanes over the World, Sin and Satan ; His Perſeverance and Progreis in Holi- 
neſs , the ſecret intercourſe between God and his Soul ; the withdrawings and re- 
turns. of the Holy Spirit; the faithfulneſs of Geds Covenant ; the truth of his 

Word ſenſibly felt in his Heart, Food for his Faith, encouragmens for his walking 
with God, with experimental inſtructions how to comfort troubled Conſciences. 

————][t was his uſual manner in Preaching to fore-ſee , and raiſe ſuch Objections as 
troubled Souls uſually make againſt themſelves, and to folve them with much 
clearneſs and fatisfattion; and many applications of ſuch Souls were made to him 
in private as to a Skilful, Experienced, Spiritual Phyſitian, whoſe advice God- ' 
proſpered with his Bleſſing to the encouragment of the Faith, and hope of many 
doubring Chriſtians which before walked jn darkneſs; which are here publiſhed, 
not onely as Inſtances and Demonſtrations of that Spirit of Light and Grace, that 
power of Godlineſs which poſſeſſed, and governed his Heart and Life, and firted 
him to be fuch a uſeful Inſtrument for the Service of Chrif, and his Church, upon: 
which account his Memory is worthily honourable, and pretious to all good Men. 
Eſpecially for the Inſtruftion, | Direction, Relief, Support, and encouragment of 
others that are following him (though at a great diſtance) in that narrow way 
which leadeth untothat Life to which he hath attained. 

— Hitherto we have ſeen ſome things of his Conſcience of Sin, and Duty, his Indu- 
itry and Zeal for advancing the Glory of God ; his Combats with the Fleſh and 
Saran : his Love to Chriſt and his Church : bisSpirituakty in Religion : his long- 
ings and Breathings after God: his remembring God upon his Bed, and medirating 

| upon 
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upon him in the Night-Watches : His wiſe Improvement of the Holy Scriptures, 
His due fultilling of all Relations : His Holy manner of living to God : From 
whence we may rationally conclude, That turely he gave this Diligence to the 
full Allurance of Hope. That he taſted the Conlolations of God, and received 
the Earnelt of Glory. That he walked upon the top of Piſgah in the Light of 
Gods Countenance, and in the ſight of the Heavenly Canaan. 

— And this Priviledg the God of Peace and Comfort did not deny him. He was a 
Man, as of much Grace, fo of much Peace ; an Inſtance of that word, Pſal. 119. 
165. Great Peace have they that love thy Law. He received the Spirit which is of 
God : and knew the things which were freely grven him of God, and rejoyced there- 
n, 1 Coy. 2. 12. 

As for his Converſion, ( which to ſome who had lived long in Ignorance, Secu- = 
rity, Senſuality, and forgerfulneſs of God, is very ſenſible, ) yer he being from 
his Childhood reſtrained, and well inclined, it was not ſo remarkable to him. The 
moſt diſcernable part thereof, was, when he was a young Scholar in Cambride : 

' Nor did he then, experience very notable Workings of the Spirit of Bondage ; 
which occaſioned ſome trouble to his mind, and he feared that his Humiliation 
was not deep enough : Bur he received full fatisfaCtion from a paltage in a Sermon 
Preached by that Eminent and worthy Servant of Fe/us Chrift, Mr. Richard Vinee, 
then Maſter of Pembroke-Hall. 

_—-He alſo faid ſometimes, that he was not much acquainted with thoſe Raviſhing <>L 
Joys which ſome have felt; bur yet had that Comfort and Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
which gave him good farisfaction. 

—. He could not fatishe himſelf with the expetation, nor the apprehenfion of the 
immediate, ſole Teſtimony of the Spirit, without the word, 2 Per. 1. 17, 18, 19, 
20, 21. But he would compare himſelf with the Word, frequently praftifing rhe 
Duty of SzIf-Examination, ſearching for thoſe Graces, Diſpoſitions and Operati- 
ons 1n his Heart, which are promiſed in the Word, and to which the Promiſes 

| are made, which the Spirit of God enlighrned him to diſcern, and enabled him in 

; a way of Argumentation, to infer thence his Intereſt in Chr;f, _and the Covenant 

of God, for his fatisfaftion and Spiritual Conſolation. And the Affurance which 

he attained in this Method, and by theſe means, he Recorded in bis Diary, where- 
of I ſhall only give the Heads, . 

- 1. His Evidences of true and ſaving Faith. 
- 2. His Evidences that he was one of Gods Servants. 

. 3- His Evidences of the Pardon of his Sins. 

_ 4. His Evidences of /his Intereft in, and Union with Feſws Chriſt. 

. F. His Evidences that God was his God. 

- 6. His Evidences of Gods Love to his Soul. 

. 7. His Evidences of Gods accepting his Perſon and Services. 

-.8. His Evidences of Eternal Life. 

-— Thus walked this Eminent Servant of Feſus Chrift, in the Fear of God, aud in the, 
Comfort of the Holy Gheft: Thus he Laboured to approve himſelf to God, ro o- 
thers, and to his own Conſcience : Thus anſwered he his Profeſſion, Run his Race, 
preſſed forward to the Mark ; and hehath left fuch a Name and Character behind 
him, as may worthily commend him, both as a Chriſtian, and as a Miniſter, to 
= Obſervation, Honour and Imitation of moſt, if not of all that Read his 

ife 


—— 


— He left ſome Manuſcrips behind him ; ſome of which he entitles, 7he beſt” Inte- 
reſt :. A Treatiſe of Glorifying God : The Cwre of the Fear of Death. All which be 
well underſtood; not by Speculatioa only, but by Experience. He who had gain- 
ed the beſt Interef, and could upon good grounds fay : My Beloved « mine, and I | 
am bi. He who aimed at the beſt End, and Induſtriouſly purſued it, wiz: The 
Glory of God : was doubtleſs fo fortified with the Grace, Conſolation and Covenant 
pf God, as to Tryumph over the King of Terrors. Having the Teſtumony of bis 
Conſcience, that in Integrity and Sincerity of Heart, he bad fulfilled his general and * 
perticular Calling, -and Served bus Generation by the will of Ged, and having the 
allurance of Gods Holy Word for his Re ina better World, it was no difficulr 
thing for him to Die. He was {o far the fear of Death, > OS 
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together unconceraed at it ; as to the Terror of ir, or Danger after t; and that 
both in Sickneſs and in Health, : 

_— In his perfect Health, conſidering the Evil of the Days wherein he lived, he 
would often fay : 'Tx 4 good time'to Die : 1 am content to Live, and willing ro Die : 
To me to Live is Chriſt, 1 have no other Deſign of Life then to ſerve Chrift. He 
Preathed out, with Greg. Turcn. Demine, ſi adbuc Populo two ſim neceſſarius, fiat Ve- 
luntay two. Deſidero quietam ; non reculo laberem. If God hath further Cervice for 
me to do, I am content to Live, \and Labour ; elſe ] rather chooſe to Die. 

_— Such clear apprehenſions he had of the Glory of Heaven, and ſuch full aſſt. 
rance of the Hope thereof, that' ( as hetold a Friend ) he looked upon all thar 
this World could afford, as Droſs and Dung compared with it. 

_.. As Death was not Terrible, fo neither was it unexpected to him. He preſaged 
long before it came. He told his Friend, who frequently converſed with him more 
then a Year before he Died, that be had apprehenſions that ke ſhonid not- live 
long: And that, for ſome time paſt, God had inclincd his Hezrt to.Study how a 
Chriſtian might get above the Fear of Death, and what he found to be his Strength 
and Comfort againſt that laſt Enemy, he had digeſted into a Method, which, for 
his own and others nſe, he had commitred it to Writing :: And at the fame time, he 
laid an Obligation upon his Friend, (in caſe he ſurvived him ) to Preach his Fune. 
ral Sermon upon the Text, 1 Cor. 15. 57. as a Teſtimony of his atteetionare and 
hearty Thankſgiving unto Gcd, who gave him the Victory over the Fear of 
Death, through Feſus Chriſt our Lord, | 

_--He had a ſtrong Conſtitution of Body ; was very Sober and Temporate, and 

© was then in his full Strength, and the Maturity of his Age, without any ſenſible 
Declining. His Natural Temper did ſomewhat incline him to Feavourifh Dilea- 
ſes.  And'now a Feavor ( having a Commiſſion from God ) ſeized on him, Auguft 
the 31, which Viſitation from God he accepred with' all Patience, and Holy Sub- 
miſſion, caſting himſelf on the Care, and refigning himſelf up to the Will of his 
Heavenly Father. His Diſeaſe 'increaſing., and his Strength declining, he to!d 
fome about him , That he had had ſome apprehenſions that he ſhould, and 
that he deſired alſo ( if God:/pleaſed:) to have Died a Martyr, but now he 
"— wy he ſhould not : Adding ; God is wiſer then I, and knoweth my weak- 
meſs. 

— — He diſcharged his Dying Office by Grave Exhortations, and Encouragements 
to ſeriouſneſs in Religion,' and a readineſs to ſufter for it. He direCted his Speech 
eſpecially to his only Child. He owned and confelied his Non-Conformity even to 
the laſt,, as judging himſelf obliged thereunto in Conſcience towards God: He 
Bleſſed God for his invaluable Gift of Feſws Chrift to the Children of Men. He 
Blelſed God who had called him to the Honourable Imployment of the Mi- 
niftry of the Goſpel, and had enabled him to be faithful therein; and had 
encouraged him with his Preſence and Bleſling under all the Difficulties 

reof. 

—— He Blelied God who had lifted him up above the Fear of Death. He re- 
joyced mn the Peace and Teſtimony of a good Conſcience, and Hope of the 
Glory of God : And after Ten or Eleven Days confiict with his Difeafe , 
which ( after ſome hope of his recovery ) ſuddenly and rmnexpectedly ſeifed 

: upon his Head, he quietly ſlept in the Lord, September the 10th, Anno Chriſti, 
1680. and in the One and Fiftieth Year of. his Age. 

———This was that Bletjed Exit of this Eminent Saint and Servant of Feſus Chriſt, 
who mighty to thoſe whom he hath left behind, as his Dying Saviour did to 
the Daughters of Jeruſalem, Weep not for me: I have Died in Peace; am 
entred into Peace ; am at Reſt iv my Bed; have paſſed through Forden , 
and am come into Canean. I am beyond Sin and Sorrow, Trouble and La- 
bour : Am come to the Heavenly Jeruſalem, - to an innumerable Company of An- 
gels, &&c. To that Erernal Sabbath that remains to the People of God. 

_—May we not alſo add, Weep for your ſelves. You ſhall ſee my Face no 
more ; enjoy Communion with me no more : You ſhall hear my Voice no 
more : I ſhall Diſpence the Goſpel to you no more. Ye ſhall come unto 


me, but I ſhall return unto you no more. Oh! what is the meaning of 
chis 
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Goſpel of his Son ? | 

_— Whether God hath done this in his juſt Diſpleaſare, for the unprofitableneg 
unthankfulneſs, and itching Ears of thoſe that enjoyed him. Or whether to warn 
us of ſome approaching Dreadful Judgment, from which he bath hid this, and 
many other of his Faithful, Able and Painful Servants in the Grave, it concerns us 


feriouſly to conſider, and to lay it to Heart, Amen. 


=" 


Ho P. 
F. H V1. HouC : CUP” 


The Life and Death of Mr. Thomas Gouge, 
who Died Anno Chriſti, 1681. 


His Parentage, R. Thomas Gunge, was the Eldeſt Son of Dr. William Gouge, an Ancient 
Birth aud E- and Eminent Miniſter in the City of London, when he was Paſtor of the 


E a Church of Chriſtin Black-Friars , for about the ſpace of Forty Six 

aron _ Years. 

OY if -- This our Thomas was Born at Bow, near Stratford, in the County of Middleſex, 
September the 19th, Anno Chrifti, 1665. His Father was very careful that he might 
be well trained up both in Religion and Learning, and for that end, fo ſoon as he 
was-capable,..he placed him in Eatow-Schoo! : And after he had finiſhed the courſe 
of his Studies there, he was choſen from thence into Rings College in Cambridg, 
being then about Twenty Years old, which fell out to be Anno Chriſti 1626. 

—” Having continued in Cambridg, and followed his Studies, till he had taken his 
Degrees of Batchelor, and Maſter of Arts, his Reverend Father thought fit to 
withdraw him from the Univerſity, and fo leaving the College, and his Fellowſhip, 
he came home. 

Ar Colſden. ---- Not long after his return he was Preſented to a Living at Col/den near Croydon, 
in the County of Surrey, where he continued not above the ſpace of Two or 
Three Years, but from thence was removed to the great and Populous Pariſh of 

Sepulchres, Sepulchres in London, Anno Chriſti, 1638. And being well ſetled there, the Year 
following, he thought fit to change his Condition, by entring into a Married Eſtate, 
and after good advice, with the canſent of Parents, he was Matched into - "_ 

| y 
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Worthy and. Ancient Family ,, Marrying one of. the Daughters of Sir Rebere Marriage. 


Darcy. .: | 
2X hs place he did with great Labour, - Diligence and Faithfulnefs,- perform all 11s Indi. 
HO and Dpubts belonging co; and required of a Miners of Fe/ws 'Chrif, 
for/abour the ſþace of Fonr and Twenty Years, © till that Fatal” Barrbolomers Day 
cre, Which madex Divorce between fo many Paſtors and their People. _ | © 
— During his Abode inrhar Pariſh; he was indefatigable in the exerciſe of his Mini- 

ry, Preaching Twice every Loyd; Dey, befides Monthly Faſts, which eontinned | 

fome Years, Pinetal Sermons,” &c. He'was alle very diligent and Charitable Cr: 
in viſiting the Sick, to whotn he Miniſtred, nor only Spiritual Counſel' and Com- 
fort fot the good of their Souls, bur mcg > felieved the Wants and Ne- 
ceſſities of thoſe that Were Poor, and deſtitute of Meatis wherewith ro help rhecm- 

& in that condition," © -- © ELIOT O13 47 5.00 2 | WY 
_—Every Moftiirig allo thronghout the Year he Clrechiſed in :the:Chatch, eſpecially 7 abers. 
hs Poorer fort; who were generally the moſt Ignorant; ' and to encourage them 
to come thither to be Inſtructed by him, he uſed once a Week to diſtribute Money 


fmong them, yer nog ypon a certain Day, bur changing it on purpofe; as he 
thought beſt, Hine horhreby he woe een 4 Wh thern wr every Day. ''- 
—, Theſe were chjefly the more Aged Poor, who being paſt their Labour, had Tei- Prudence. 
ſar« enonghts 4 upon this Exerciſe. As for the other Aort of Poor, who 
were well able to Work for their Living, lie fer'them on Work at his own Charge, 
Bitywig Flax and Hemp for them to Spin, athd what they Spun he took oft their 
Hands; paying them for their Work , and ther-got it Woven into Cloth, and Sold 
- as he'could, chiefly among his Friends, bimſelf bearing the whole loſs there- 
—- Andthis was a very wiſe and well choſen way of Charity, and n'the good ef. .< y 
f{lt. of it; -4 far fore excellent and uſeful way of Charity, then if he had given © 
freely, 4nd for nothing, to thoſe very Perſons ſo much Weekly as: they Earned by 
their'Labour. /For by this way h& took many off from Begging, 'and thereby re- 
{ued them at once from Two of the moſt dangerous Temptations of this World, 
| -Idleneſs and Peverty, | And by degrees reclaimed them from an Evil, to a Ver- 
fyous:and Induſtrions tourfe of Life," which enabled them afterwards to Live 
without being beholden tothe Charity*&f others. as. 
Thus we have heard ſomething of his Charity in his Younger Days, we ſhall 
hear 'much more of -it, as he grew to greater Maturity, at which time moſt Men 
w'more-Worldly and- Covetors. But in'the niean time ler us rake notice of 
ne. other Gifts 'arid Graces which ſhone forth- in his Life and Converfation. Graces. 
_—- Firſt, For his Piety towards God; which is the neceſſary Foundation of all other Pc. 
Craces and Vettues ;' it was vere great and Exemplary, yet withal ftill and quier, 
without any great ſtiror ruffle in the World : Indeed, much more in Subſtance 
and Reality, chen in Shew arid: Oftentation. / It did not conſiſt in Cenſuring and 
finding Faule with others, but-in a due Care and' Government of his own Heart Humzl:ey, 
and Life, and in exerciſing himſelf continually, to have a Conſcience woid of Offence, 
both-towards God, and towards Meu :' In which' he was fo good a Prefidenc, that 
thoſe which had long acquaintance, ' and familiar Converfation with lym, could 
not eaſily Obſerve'any thing that was Blameworthy in him. 
_— He more particularly excelled-ir the more peculiar Vertues 'of 'Converfation, Modeſty, &c. 
=_ In Modeſty, ' Humility, Cheatfulneſs, and in Kindneſs and Charity towards 
-So great was his Modeſty, thiat it never appeared by Word or Attion, that he Modeſt. 
put any value upon himſelf, or hurited-from any applauſe from Man ; and this 
was very Obſervable in him, That the Charities which were procared chiefly by 
his Incereſt and Induſtry, where he had occaſion to ſpeak, or- to give an account 
of them, he would rather impute it to any one that had bur the leaſt hands and 
part-in the procufing of then, then-affume any thing of ir'to himſelf. 
Another inftance of his Modeſty, was, That when he was ejected out of his 
Living of: Sepulcbros Pariſh, he forbore Preaching, faying, That there was no need 
of his Labours in London, where there Were to many Godly, Able and Painful Mi- 
uſters'ro carry' on that Work. ' 
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"_ According to the Apoſtles Exhortation, He as Clothed with Humility, and had 
gangs 7 a--very | Fro —_ that Ornament of a meek and quiet Spirit, Whictr, -St. 
Peter tells us, 4s in the ſight of Ged of great Price.: ſo that there was not the leaft 
appearance, 'cither of Fride or Paſlion.in any of his Words or Actions. He was 
Afability, not only free from- Anger and Eitzernels, but from all affected Gravity and Mo- 
 rolheſs. His Society and Converſe was alan pleafgne. . He bad a very great 
ſerenity of Mind, and evennels of Temper, which was viſble in his very untes 
nance. He was very razely Merry,.yet never Melancholy and Sad ;. and {6 a 
as-could be diſcerned, by, ſore who had intimate acquaintance with him, he- was 
upon all occaſions and accidents, Sexwper, xdem, always. the fame, conſtantly Chears 
ful, and ever Courteons and Kind, of a Diſpolition ready. to embrace and obbge 
all Men ; allowing others to differ from him even in Opinions that were very Glenn 
Prudence. to him, and provided. Men did bu fear God, -and.work. Righteoulnels, he loyed 
them heartily, how different, ſoever: from him in Judgment abour things lelg ns+ 
cellary. bly = F ; 02421 105 01 
Charity, Hae "= that Vertue which of all djd-ſhine brighteſt in tum, and Was lus Moſt propes 
and peculiar CharaCter,. was. his chearful and uawearied DLigenge in promaging 
Works of Charity. ' »43 "YA pF ASMD 370)? wt 
_. A while after the London Miniſtens, pmong many Hundred of 'qthers,. were ejects 
ed out of their Places, and thereby deprived of ,the meaysof Whliltence for them- 
ſelves and Families, Mr. Gouge \with Two or Three of his Brethren, apphed thoms 
ſelves to many Worthy and Chaxitable Citizens, of whom tzey- received ſome 
conſiderable Sums of Money, \ whereby they relieved the Neceſlities of ſuch ag 
were in preſent Want. * And this courſe they continued for ſome Years, till than 
Charity was diverted into other Channels. "N | 
-—> Anno Chriſti, 1673, When the Life of that Eminent Miniſter and Servant of, Je+ 
ſus Chriſt, Ms. Foſeph Alleine was firſt Printed, he. hearing that I was in Loridoni, 
came to me, and told me that he had. beers Reading that Life, , and therein meet 
ing with that paſlage, ( Page 3.3. ). That Ms. Alleine had an Eye to poor J# ales, 
and had an influence upon the ſending of ſome Miniſters ro them. And he re- 
ſolved to have gone, and to have ſpent ſome time amgng, them, kimſel£ And by 
all the diſlwaſions of his Friends, for his great. Weakneſs, and unhtne6 for Trayeh 
he was hardly with-held from his purpoſe. | | 
 ——KReading this, ( faid Mr. Gouge to. me) it hath fet me all, on. fige,,  with- Zeal toi 
proſecute that deſign: and God ſeems ( in ſome meaſ{nre). to have fired me; for 
it, having taken away my Wife : and.kis Children, being growp up; were diſpoſed 
of inthe World; and he was left alone ; and God had given him a competent 
Eſtate where withal-to defray the Charges of his Undertaking. Having heard his 
Reaſons, I encouraged him in the Work, and. left him tl. his Thoughts: were 
brought to more maturity. þ;col | | 
[Irs firſt For- _—About a Quarter of a Year after, ( if I miſtake not the time) he began his firſt 
-- Sung Jorney into Sourb-Wales, and in every Town where he came;. he enquired what 
a Poor People there were that had any Children whom they were willing to have 
taught Engliſh, and to Read and Write, and to learn the Catechi/m + And wherehe 
met with a competent Number, he enquired-for fit Perſons to, inſtruct them> : A 
Man for the Boys, and a Woman'for the Girls, and agreed with- them, as afore, 
tor a Penny or Two Pence a Week, which be undertook to pay, | 
— At his firſt going, he ſpent moſt of his cime in the Borders and Skirts of Hates, 
Bordering upon England, where many could ſpeak, and underſtand Engliſh; and: 
therefore he Preached as he went up anddown among them; whefe he could be ad- 
mitted, But he had not long continued: this Practice, - before Satan; ( who 
'S an mvererate , and implacable Enemy to -the' Preaching; of - the Goſpel,» 
_ up ſome to molet, and impede him in this' o free, ant-Charitable z 
'ork. i | ea 
A Citation -——Whereupon a C#ation- was fent out, requiring him- £o'appear: in the Biſhops 
ſent ont. Court at ſuch a time and place, But Mr. Gouge thought! fit to: anticipate» that 
time, going to the- Biſhops of his own accord, deſiring to. know of: him the rea- 
ton'of that Cization : He Anſivered, For Preaching witheor- his: Licende.i Mis. 
Goyge replied, That he had a Licence for all Eyg/and and Wates.: The: —_— de- 
manded, Who had given him ſuch a Licence? He anſwered, The Univerſity of 
Carpbride, 


RG _ 


of Mr. Thomas Gouge, &c:. 


Cambridg, and withal thewed his Licence. Upon this the Biſhop diſcourted with 
him in a friendly manner, and itayed him at Dinner, after - which he departed 
friendly trom him, thinking that he ſhould hear no more of that matter. 


—- But when the Court mer, Mr. G:rge was called for, and upon his Non-appea- Fxoommn;- 


rance, an Excommunication was decreed again!t him. This coming roY-ir. Gorge cri; 


is Ears, he was fain to make another Jorney abofit it, and upon promue of nut 
Preaching again, was diſnufled, 


After he had made Three or Four Jornevs into Scurh-ales, ſome in North- 


Wales hearing of it, ſent ſome unto kim, requeſting him to come into theif p2rts 
to carry on the like Excellent and Charitable Work atnong them alſo. This he 
ailented to, and went, at leait once, if not oftner, into thoſe Parts likewiſe. 


tis|, 
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Mutt. 


_— When Mr Genge was engaged in this Pious, Neceilary and Charitable Work, 771+ «© Bots 


one thing did much Impede, and obſtruct his Progrets therein, which was want of 


Bibles, and other Books of Picety and Devotion, in the Helcb Largrage, tor the 
uſe and behoof of ſuch as underſtood not the Englih Tongue. Ihis mad» tim Took 
about where, and what Welch Bibles could be had, and upon diligent enquiry, he& 
could find but about 1 wenty in all Londen, and ſome few in Oxferd. The reaſon 


of which ſcarcity, perhaps was this; 


il \y 4:C = 


—It heth been Obſerved, 1hat the Scriptures were Tranſlated into Two and.2; 


Thirty Languages before they were Tranſlated into Welch, which was not don: 
till the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, of Bletled Memory, by the Care and Induiiry 
of Bilhbop Hanmer : And abour Fifty Years ago, when I hved upon the Pord-rs of 
Wales, there were only Two Men that could Preach in Welch, nenher could m my 
of the common People at hrit und:ritand them, the Scripture Fhraſe and Uia/cc+ 
being grown fo much our of uſe. 

it was a great work incumbent upon Mr. Gauge, not only to have poor Chil- 
dren taught to Read and Write, and to be carefully Initru-ted in the Principles of 
Religion, but the Perſons of grown Age, the Poor eſpecially, ſhonld be furniſhed 
with neceſiary helps, and means of knowledg, as the Bible, and other good Books, 
in their own Language : Among which were, the Prattice of Piety, the Church Ca- 
trchi/m, the Duty of Men, with ſome other Pious and Uſeful Trearifes, of which 


he cauſed a great number to be 1ranſlated and Printed, ' and to be ferit down to 


all the chief Towns in Wales, to be Sold at ealie Rates to thoſe that were able to 
Buy them, and to be freely given to ſich Poor as were nor able. 

— In both theſe Deſigns, thrgugh the Bleſſing of God upon his unwearied Endeas 
vors, he found very great and good ſucceſs. - For by the large and bountiful Con- 
tributions, which chiefly by his Induſtry, 'and Pradent Application, were obtained 
from Charitable Perſons of :all Ranks and Conditions: Frotn ſome of the Nobility 
and Gentry of ales, and of the Neighbouring Counties, and of ſeveral of that 
Quality in 2nd about Londen - - As allo from ſome of the Reverend Piſhops and 
Clergy : And from that Inexhauſted Fountain of Charity, | The City of Lenden, |} 
led on and encouraged by the molt Bountifal Example of the Right Honourable 
the Lord Mavor, and Court of Aldermen ; to all which he conſtantly added Two 
Thirds of his own Eſtate, ( which was very conſiderable, ) I fay, By all theſe to- 
gether, there were every Year,” Eight Hundred, and ſometimes a Thouſand, Poor 
Children Educated, as atore is expretied. And by his Example and Perſwafions 
with the Magiltrates in all the chief Towns in Walesy be prevailed with them to 
maintain and bring up, attheir own Charges, the ike number of Poor Children, 
and under his Inſpection and Care. 

—-He alſo gave a very great number of the Books, afore ſpoken of, both in the 
Welch, and in the Engliſh Tongues, to ſuch of the Poorer fort as were unable to 
Puy. and willing-to Read,-and-make uſe of them: Bur that which was rhe grear- 
Elt work of all, and amounted indeed to a mighty Charge, was this, 

He procured a newgand very fair Impreſſion of the Bible, and Liturgy of the 

Church of m—_ inthe #elch Tongue, to the number of Eight Thouſand : One 

Thouſand whereo eely given to the Poor, and the relt were ſent to the Ci- 

ties and Principal Towngi Wales, to be Sold to the Rich ar very reafonable and 

low Prizes, wiz. at Four Shillings apiece, well Bound, and Claſped, which was 
much Cheaper then any Eng/jſh Bible, that was of ſo fair a Print, and Paper, was 
ever Sald for. 

H h A Work 


The Life and Death, &C. 


—> —A Work of that Vaſt Charge, that it was nor likely to have been done any o- 
ther wav, and for which Work, not only the preſent, but the ſucceeding Age al. 
{0, will have great cauſe to Bleſs and Praife God on his bchalt. 

to ————In tice Fious and Charitable Imployments, he laid out mott of his Time, and 
Pairs, arþ his whole Heart was in them, inſomuch as he was not mnch affeCted 
with marrers cf lels concernments. He ſeldom minded, or ( Athenian-like ) 
waited lis pz2cious time 1n telling of, or enquiring after News : or if he did mind 
them, he {ckiom talked of them. His afore-mentioned Work was that which he 
Laid co Heart, and about which his thoughrs were buſted; and knowing that ir 
was agreeable to the Will of his Heavenly Father, it was his Meat aud Drink to be 
doing of it : And the good ſiuccels which God gave him in it, was to him a con- 
tinual Feaſt, and gave unto him a perperual Serenity, both of Mind, and Coun- 
renance, { Sinceritas Serenitatzs, Mater. Aug. 

— His grcat Love and Zeal to this Work, made all his Labour and Pain, yea, and 
all che Lithcuities which he met with in carrying it on, to ſeem as nothing to him, 
Yea, he would riſe early, and fit up late, to advance it, and continued this Pains, 
Diligence and Induſtry, to the laſt of his Days, thongh he was then m the Three. 
{core and Seventeenth Year of his Age. 

— And Mr. Guge, 'that he might manage the Diſtribution of this great Charity 
with his own Hands, and fee the good etteCt of it with his ewn Eyes, he always 
Once, but for the moſt part Twicea Year, at his own Charges, traveled over a 
great part of Wales, ( none of the beſt Countries to Travel in, ) but for the Love 
of God, and Mens Souls, he endured thar, together with extremity of Heat and 
Cold, ( both which in their ſeveral Seaſons there, are very great, ) not only with 
Paticnce, but with great Pleaſure. Theſe things being ſeriouſly conſidered, will 
evidently ſhew how careful he was to imitate, and to tread in the ſteps of his great 
Lord and Maſter, Chriſt Jeſus, of whom it is Recorded, That he went about conti- 
nually doing Good. | 

—-Thus we have heard a brief account of the Life and| Labors of the Reverend, 

His Death, Mr. Thomas Gouge, Who after all his Pains and Travels, Died in his Sleep, withour 
any ſenſible Pain or Sickneſs, Ofober the 29th, Anno Chriſti, 1681. and in the Se. 
venty Seventh Year of his Age. | 

-—Indeed few there are, ( yet I have known ſome, ) that deſire a ſuddain Death, 
as fearing that they were not ſo ſuffifliently prepared for Death as they deſired, 
and ſhould be : But to him, the conſtant imployment of whoſe Life, was the beſt. 
preparation for Death rhat was poſliþle, no Death could be fuddain : Nay, it 
was rather a Favour, a Bleſling, and a great Mercy to him, becauſe by how the 
more ſuddain, by ſo much the more eafie it was. For thereby he was freed from 
thoſe Pangs and Pains ; from thoſe Sighs, and Sobs, and Groans, &c. which moſt 

. endure in the Agonies of Death. As if God had deſigned thereby to begin the Re- 
ward of the grear Pains of his Life, by atfording him an eaſfie Death. 

__.. And indeed it was rather a Tranſlation than a Death : And faving that his Body 
was left behind, what was faid of Enoch, may not be unfitly applied to this Pious 
and Worthy Servantof God, with reſpeCt to the ſuddainneſs of his Change ; That 
he walked with God, and was not ; for God took him, And it may be faid of him, 
as it is of David : After be had ſerved his Generation, according to the Till of God, 
he fell a Sleep, Alts 13. 26. 


— 
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Some Remarkable Paſſages in the Lives of divers 
Eminent Divines of the Church of Scotland. 


Of Mr. Hugh Kenned) Y. 


Ugh Kennedy, though he was no Miniſter, yet was he an Eminent In. —” 
itrument of promoting the work of the Goſpel in the place where he - 
lived. He was Prof of Air : Once when the Merchants Ships which - -z” / 
belonged to that "ſyn, were at Sea, among{it whom was his Son Foubn — 

( who was alſo a choice Chrithan ) he went early one Morning before Break-a- 
Day to the Houſe of his Familiar Friend Fohbn Steward, deſiring him to riſe and to 
go with him to a private Reom; whereat the faid Febn was exceedingly aſtoni- 
ſhed; but whilſt he delayed, he faid to him : It « no time to linger : let us 20 Pray; for - 
my Son, with the reſt of our Friends now at Sea, are at this very time upon che mck of — * 
periſbing : And after he had ſpent ſome time in Prayer, he aroſe chearfully, and - 
ſaid, now they are {aff. / A while after Fobn Steward, who had writ this down, 
with the Day and Hour, at the Return of the Ship, did moſt perticularly enquire, 
and found that it exattly anſwered all Circumſtances ; and that in that very Hour 
they were in appearance paſt hope of ſafety in a very dangerous place, and by an 
extraordinary unexpected Providence delivered fromthe ſame. 

-..- One Day, being for many Hours alone in Prayer, while ſome of his Chriſtian 
Friends did wait long for him, at laſt he came forth with an unuſual chearfulneſs, 
and his Friends enquiring of him the reaſon of it, he ſaid, That ut wes no wender, 
for he. that Day had ob:ained mercy of God for himſelf, and all bis: which alſo came 
to paſs, for there wasnot one of his Children but in the Judgment of Charity was 
truly Godly. Whifit he was Dying, Mr. Ferguſon, a godly Miniſter faid to him, 
you have cauſe Sir to be aſſured that the Angels of God are waiting about your 
Bed to convey your Soul into Abrahams Boſom : to whom he anſwered : Iam ſure 
thereof ; and if the walls of this Houſe could ſpeak, they could tell bow many ſweet Days 
I have had in ſecret Communion with Gods, and how Familiarly he hath dealt with my 
Soul. 

Mr. Bruſe, the Morning before God took him away (his ſickneſs being moſtly a - 24 
weakneſs through Age ) came to break his Faſt at his Table, andhaving ( as he 
uſed ) eaten an Egg, he faid to his Daughter, Ithink Iam yet hungry, bring me anc- 
ther Egg, but preſently after, falling into a deep Meditation, after he had muſed a 
while, he faid, Ho!d Daughter, bold : my Maſter calls me, with which words his Sight 
failed him: whereupon he called for a Bible, but finding his Sight gone, he ſaid, 
turn me to the Eighth Chapter of the Epiſtle-ro the Romans, and ſet my Finger at theſe 
words, I am perſwaded « th neither Death nor Life, &C. ſhall be avle to ſeperate me from 
the Love of God, whichis in Chriſt Jeſus my Lord : Now ſaid he, is my Finger upon 
them ? And when they told him it was, without ſpeaking any more he ſaid, Now 
God be 14th you my Children : I have Breakfaſted with you, and ſhall Sup with my Lord 
Jeſus Chrilt his Night , and ſo he gave up the Ghoſt, th ſhncring up his Eyes that 
he might ſee God. 


Of Mr. John Scrimger. 


M* Fobn Scrimger was Miniſter at Kinghorn: At which thme there was a god- 

_ ly Woman under his charge, who fell ſick ofa very lingring Diſeaſe, and was - 
all the while aflaulred with ſtrong Temptations that ſhe was a Caſt-away..- Maſter - 
Scrimger often Viſited her, Conferred with ber, and Prayed over her : yet did her - 
trouble ſtill remain, and the. terrours.of the Almighty lay upon her. .-When ſhe - 
drew near to the time of her DiſloluGon, ſhe being worſe, both in Body and Soul, 
and ſending for Mr. Scrimger, he took two of his Elders with him, and in their 
preſence firlt endeavoured to comfort her , both by Exhortations and Conference, 
and then Prayed with her, and ſeeing that the nearer ſhe was to her end, the _ 


— 
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ſte was, he cauſed his Elders to Pray with her, after which himſelf Prayed again. 
nt Satan ſtill raged more | and more, and her Scul was far removed from Peace. 
Herenpon he fat muting for |a while, and then ſaid : What s this? Our laying be- 
fore her grounds of Comfort will net do it, Canſercnce will nt do it, Frayer will nt do 
it, 2we muſt uſe another Remedy. Sure 1 am, thet this is a Daughter of Abraham ; 
Sure I am, that I am the Elder': Sure I am, that ſlie bath jent for me : And therefere in 
the Name of God the Father of our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, who ſent him to redeem Sinners in 
the Name «f Jeliis Chriſt, 2vbo cbeyed the Father, and came to ſave us : In the Name 
of the Holy and Bleſſed Spirit our Luickner, and Santlifier, I the Elder cemmand thee 
a Daughtcr of Abraham to be looſed frem theſe Bonds ; and immediarly Feace and Joy 


ſ1ccecded, 


Of Wir. Robert Blair. 


M* Rebert Blair in his Younger Davs out-ran many others in his Stiidies. Tt 
_— pleaſed God to convert him by the Minigry of Famous Mr. Trochrig, into 


into whoſe hands ( faid he ) it pleaſed God to put the Key that firft opened my 
Heart. When he firſt began to Preach, by a remarkable Providence, he had Mr. 
Bruce ( before mencioned ) to be his Hearer ; and indeed, he was deſirous to 
have the Judgment of ſo great a Man abour his Diſcourſe, to whom Mr. Bruce 
faid, I found yeur Sermon very well poliſhed, and digeſted ( which indeed was eafie to 
one of his Farts ) But there # one thing I miſſed m it ; namely, the Spirit of Ged, that 
I fornd not. This made a great Impreſſion upon Mr. Blair, and did him much 
good all his Life after, as himſelf oft acknowledged. For divers Years he was a 
— Regent in the Colledg of Glaſgow, where he made it his work ro train up thoſe un. 
— der his charge in the Study/of godlineſs, as well as of humane learning : But by 
— reaſon of the prejudice of ſome that had Power in that place, he could not itay 
- there long. Upon the Report of a ſinful Oarh that was to'be prelled upon the 
— Maſters of the Colledg, he enquired of one of his Fellow Regents, whathe would 
— do in that matter : his name/was Gawin Ferſyth, who thus antwered : By my Faith 
- I muſt live... Sir, ( faid Mr; Blair) 1 will not ſwear by my Faithas you do, bur 
- truly I intend to live by my! Faith. You may chcoſe your own way, but I will 
adventure upon the Lord: That wretched man (to whom the matter of an Oath 
was a ſmall thing ) continued in the Colledg after Mr, Blair was gone : But many 
Years after Mr. Forſyth fell into ſuch Poverty that he' was forced to Petition the 
General Aſſembly for ſame} Relief, at which time Mr. Blair was Moderator, and 
1pon his appearing in fo deplorable a condition, he could not bur recall that for. 
mer paliage, and upon his Adreſs to him in private, he minded him thereof, yet 
with great tenderneſs, not in the leaſt to npbraid him with his low Condition, but 
to let him ſee that he had been carried through by his Faith, at which Forſyth had 
formerly ſcotted. | 
When Mr. Blair was put from the Colledg, he went to his Brother then Miniſter 
at Dumbartcn, to whom he confetied, that by the way, he could not but fing for 
Joy 'in the remembrance of! Gods being with him, and helping him to be Inſtru- 
mental for the good of the young Men committed to his charge. Afterwards he 
went into 1r:/and, having a Call ro Bangor, and upon the fight of Land, his Hearr 
was made to leap within him! for Joy, fo far, that ( as himſelf profelied ) he was 
- Icarceable to bearit. When he came near to Bangor, he had a ſtrong impreſſion 
apon him that the Dean of Bangor was ſick unto Death, and ſhould riſe no more, 
— Which at firſt he rejected as an impertinent ſuggeſtion; but going forward, it was 
— with fach power imprelled | upan his Spirit, as forced him to take norice of ir, 
_- When he came thither he found indeed that the Dean was ſick, and thongh he was 
a nanghty Man, yet he made Mr. Blair very welcome, and encouraged him to 
hold on in his way, and told him that he was to ſueceed him in thar charge : Yea,he 
{pake fo unlike limfelf, and in a ſtrain fo different from what was his utual man- 
ner, that a Gentlewoman ſtanding by, faid to ſome others, that an Angel ſpake 
out of the Deans Bed to Mr. Blair, thinking that it could nor proceed from fuch a 
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— Whilſt Mr. Blair was a Regent in the College, once the Devil appeared to him - 
like a crooked Boy that waited on him, and laughed in his Face, Whilſt he was ſe- 
rious in his Chamber, but preſently diſappeared. | 
— Whilſt he was in Bangor, there was one in that Pariſh, who carried over into — 
Scotland ſome Horſes to fell ; and at a Fair mer with a Man that was willing to buy - 
them all : But pretending that he had not Money co pay for a!l at preſent, he - 
gave him his Bond to pay at Martlemaſs: The poor Man, ſuſpeCting nothing, re. 
turned home, and near” unto that time, one Night as he went homeward from - 
Banger, his Merchant mer him; who was the Devil. Now ( faidhe)) you know — 

. my Bargain how I bought you at ſuch a place, and I arh come as I promiſed to - 

| pay you the ptice. Bought me? Said che Man, tretmbling : You bought not me, 
but my Horſes. Nay ( faid the Devil) you ſhall know chat I bought your ſelf : — 

- And ſpeaking farther to this poor Man, who was confounded with fear, he faid, 
you muſt kill ſome body or elſe I will not free you, and the more excellent the 
Party-is, the better it will be for you, and in perticuler he mentioned Mr. Blair to 
him. The Man being overcome with terrour, and by the violenceof the tempra. 
tion, reſolved to do it, and wentto Mr. Blairs Houſe, having a Dagger in his right 
hand, hid under his Cloke, and was endeavouring to get it out : Butafter Mr. Blair 
had for a while talked with him, he fell into an extream trembling, ard upon fur- 
ther enquiring what was the Cauſe of it * he freely confeſled for whar end he 
came, and how he had endeavoured to draw his Dagger, but could not, and knew 
not what hindered: For now aſlaying to do it, it came out very eaſily. Mr. Blair 
Bleſſing the Lord for his deliverance, exhorted him to make God his refuge : Yet, 
afterwards he was much threatned, and terrified by the Devil, but nothing more 
followed. 

—After ſome time Mr. Blair with ſore of his Worthy Brethren, were filenced by — -+-; 
B. B. Ecklin, who in the Church of Bangor did himſelf pronounce the Sentence, 
whereupon Mr. Blair roſe up publickly inthe Congregation, and with great Au- 
thority did Cite the B. B. to appear before the Tribunal Seat of Feſus Chriſt, to - 
anſwer for what be. was doing contrary to the Light of his own Conſcience againſt 
ſuch whom he knew to be faichful Miniſters of the Goſpel ; whereupon the B. B. — 
was fo aſtoniſhed that he cryed ont, I appeal from the Tribunal of God's Tuſftice to -— 

-"the Throne of his Mercy : To whom Mr. Blair replied, Sir, your Appeal is rejetted ; - 

- For you know that what you are doing is diret#ly again Conſcience : which bath © 
_ you to bear witneſs to us as the Servants of Jeſus Chriſt. A few Months after - 
the B. B. fell ſick, and that Phyſitians enquliring of him what was the cauſe, he — 
could only fay, my Conſcience, and ſo Dyed. 

—— Whilſt they were under reſtraint, Mr. Bla was by his Brethren ſent into Exg- - 
land to Petition the King for their Liberty : and as he was upon the way, he was 
taken with an extream fit of the Stone, which _ him lye upon his Horſes neck, 
not being able to ſit upright, which much troubled him, beinga hindrance to him 
in ſo important a buſineſs: Hereupon he "yo himſelf to God in Prayer, and 
immediatly after, trying if poſſibly he could lift up his Back, he found to his aſto- 
niſhment his tormenting pain quite gone, and that he had perfect eaſe, nor did is 
return upon hitn for two Years after, 

_— A few Days after, in the ſame Journy, his Horſe fell very lame, which much 
troubled him, having no opportunity to provide himſelf of another : and here- 
upon alſo he made his Addrelles unto God by Prayer, which the Lord graciouſl 
inclined his Ear unto, fo that his Horſe was ( to his amazement) perfectly cacnk 
and without halting at all carried him to London, | 

— When he came to Londen, he endeavoured what he could to diſpatch his buſineſs, — 
but could ger no acceſs to the King : Yea, ſome that were his Friends at Court, — 
after tryal, aſſured him that he could have no ground of hope to ſpeed therein, — 

Yet he reſolved not to give over, but tocaſt the buſineſs upon the Lord : for whoſe — 

Service onely he was importuning for an open Door. One Day going to Greenwich, 5, 4 
where the Court then was, and being weary of waiting without ſucces, he retired — 
into the Park to Pray, and after much wreſtling with the Lord, he had ſo clear a 
return that he could not but be affured that his way ſhould be ſuccesful : Yer, the 
_ appearance thereof being in an ordinary way fo unlikely; he, in an bumble man- 
ner begged a ſign of the Lord , and immediatly after the wmd blowing ba 
I i Whiclt 
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whikh made a Noiſe among the Ruſhes, fo great a Calm did ſuddenly follow, chat 
not the leaſt Plant did move or ſtir. Thence he went back to London, and within 
a few Days (ina ſtrange manner ) had his Petition preſented to'the King, who 
accepted of it, and in £t. Fames his Park called for him , and with his own hand 
the King did not only Sign it, but Wrote in the Margin theſe Words, directed to 
the Lord Deputy of Ireland, Indulg the Education of theſe Miniſters: For they are 
Scotch- Men. 

—— Whilft he was in England he hada ſtrong diſcovery concerning the Death of his 
Wife, who wasa very Gracious Woman, and of her lying in ſuch a Bed, and of 
a Chriſtian Friend being by her, , who was his perticular acquaintance : When he 
came Home he found his Wife well, bur a little after ſhe fell ſick, and Died in the 
ſame Bed, with that Friend ſitting by her, and with all the other particular Cir- 
cumſtances. 


| Of Mr. Andrew Steward. 


pg _— was in Ireland an Exerciſe held, whereuntoa great Multitude of the choiſeſt 
Chriſtians in thoſe parts Aflembled, and while Mr. Andrew Steward, Miniſter 
of Dunagor, was Feeding his Flock in a large place ( for the numerouſnels of the 
- Hearers [mpoſed a Neceſſity upon him to Preach in the Field /) an Horrid Black — 
— Clond, and fearful to look upon, hung direfly over their Heads, which, to all — 
— preſent, Threatned a ſtrange pouring down of Rain, whereby the Exerciſe wauld 
- have been interrupted : Yea, ſore drops began to fall : Bur Mr. Steward, being 
much enlarged in his own Spirit, craved their patience whilſt he retired a lirtle in- 
to another place to Pray : And whilſt he was Praying it was Obſerved, that the 
Cloud removed about half a Mile off to the Southward, and there fell in ſo mighty 
a Rain, as ( though it was in Summer ) it cauſed the Brooks {6 to ſwell, rhat ſome 
who came later then the reſt, could not get over, ' but where they were Afembled 
there fell not a drop,ſo thar he had apportunity to proceed with a full Gale, to the 
cloſe of the work of the day, to the great Benefit and Conviction of the Hearers. 


y << Anno Chriſti, 1634. Mr. Steward being Invited to the F uneral of that Excellent 
—IMan of God, Mer. fofab Welch, the Son of that great Mr. Welch before mention- 


ed, he ſtood ſilent for a tire at the Grave as a ſerious Obſerver of that fad diſpen- 
fation : Some that ſtood by, faid,* God knows who will be next, and when none 
Anfivered, he faid, '] do. now, and fo turning away, he went home to Dunagor a 
Foot, and entring' into the Church, he Bolted the Door to him, where he continu- 
ed about Two Hours, and then going home to his Houſe, he fell aſleep on his Bed 
chrough Exceſs of Grief, from whence he did never ariſe in Health, bur was Buri. 

ed that Day Month. _ * * 2a | | 
_— When his Wife came home, whom he left with Mr. Welch his Widow, ſhe 
acked him whar he had been doing ?, He Anſvered, .1 have been taking my leave 
of the Church of Dwnager,, and 1 was there calling the Stones and Timber to wit. 
neſs, chat in my ſhotr'time1 hadaboured to be Faithful ; and that, according to 
my Light, 1 haveRevealed the whole Connſelof God to the People, After he had 
lain about Fourteen Days, Mr. Ridg, a choiſe Eng/zſh Miniſter, came to viſit him, 
and faid, 1 hope, Sit, ' you do not now Repent that you bave been Fairhful ? 
He Anſivered, '1 am ſorry for nothing but that T was too long before I began (he meanc 
tis Reſiſting for ſeveral Years, 4 Call ro the Miniſtry, to which he had been much 
/=5- urged, ) and I will tell you « ſtrange thing, which hath much holpen ww to be Faithful. 
Theſe laſt Seven Years there hath not | One Day paſſed, without thoughts of Death, and 
renew: Submiſſion Fo the Will of God therein. Tea, this made me neglet my , 
wind Jl have Served the d more, as if it had;bzen Mire in the Street, which 

5 me. 


— Fttar Night wir d, find 'Godly Chriſtians were with him, when, 
for 4 Tong time he fe with a deep Ae ch ended with heavy Groanings of, 


w_- 


cen Intreared. = A Chriſtan there! preferit, .defired to. know what it was that trau- 
bled hira ; bur he refaled tocel]': But being much urged, he at lengrh aid, -7 cel} — 
you that wiy Hair tands,en end to foreſee, what © coming upon theſe Lands: _ And being — 
farther preſſed, he ſaid, The Bloody Wars of Germany cannet be Ballanced with the © 
Wars of theſe Three —_ Whit fay you Sir / faid one of the Company. Yd... _ 

| whom 


OC ———— — —— 


of arvers Eminent Drvines, 8. . 211 


whom he Anſwered, The Dead Bodies of many Thouſands, who now deſpiſe the Glorious 
Goſpel, ſhall lie Unbxried as Dung upon the Earth. What then (faid ſome ) ſhall become 
of us and onr Poſterity ? He lifted up his Voice and faid, He that is for theSword to 
the Sword : He that is for Captivity to Captivity : And he that is for Famine to Famine ; 
for God ſhall be Avenged upon theſe Lands. —And when one ſaid, Is there no Remedy ? 
He Cried Thrice, No Remedy, No Remedy, No Remedy, and fo held his Peace 

- Anda while after he faid, -The broken Covenant of Scotland muſt be renewed: _The — 

-— Formaliy of Ireland muſt be purged ;_ The m——_— of England removed, and the — 

- Sons of Saul muſt be hung up 9 the Sun: Ot which laſt Words none knew his — 

- meaning. 

" ho of his own Partſh being preſent, Asked what he would fay to them, to — 
whom heReplied, Ho ro thee Dunagor, for the Nettles and the long Graſs ſhall be wm © 
you Plenty in thee, hen ever were People to hear the Word of God. _- And Three — 

ears together after the late Rebellion, rhis was fnlly Accompliſhed. —Some Asked — 

him, if he would have his Children come to him ? He Anſwered, No, He had © 
done with them. And when they mentioned one of his Daughters to him, he de- 
ſired them to forbear, faying, She ſhall ſee Glorious Days after all ths. Then having 
taken his Wife by the Hand ( who had bur Lien-in but Four Days, and now crept 
out of her.Bed to give and take a long Farewel ) he ſaid, Thou heft in Faithfulne's 

' fuffered manythings with me m my Pilgrimage, and now wherewyith ſhall I comfort thee 
(My Love ) ( He left her with Four Children, under mach Debt, and bur Thirt 
Shillings Sterling to do all with ) A Father to the Fatherleſ5, and a Fudg tothe W. 
dow, is God in 3 Holy Habitation. As God is God thow never want, nor none 
of thine: But in all the Sad Days that are coming you ſhall be. a wonder of Mercy in eve- 
ry place whether you are carried, and not a Hair of your Head: ſhall fall ro the Ground. 
This was fally Accompliſhed; to the Convittion and Edification of many which 
ſaw it. 


Of Mr. John Welch. 


TL 
R. Fobn Welch, a Holy Man,” was not long fince. Miniſter of K:rckcu- 

4 M bright in Gatlow ) int Scorland, and afterwards Tranſlated to the Church of 
Air, whom Mr. Rutheyfort in oneof his Books, calleth; an Heavenly Prophetical, 
and Apoftolick Man, affuring us, that of each Twenty Four Hours, he ſpent Eighe 
in Prayer, if other neceflary-and urgent Dutiesdid not hinder him : Yea, he ſpent 
many Days and Nights in Faſting and Prayer for the Aﬀifted condition of the 
Church, and for the Sufferings of the Reformed Churches abroad. It was oft his 
uſual manner in the Coldeft Winter Nights to-Riſe for Prayer ; and oft-times his 
Wife ( who was an Excellent Woman hath Riſen to ſeek him, and found him ly- 
ing on the Ground Weeping, and Wreflling with the Lord by Prayer: and ſome- 
times he would be much of the Night in-the Church of Air npon thar account, 
One time eſpecially ſhe fonnd him'over-charged with Sorrow, whereupon he told — 
her, That he had char to preſs him, .which/ ſhe had not, namely, the Charge of — 
Three Thoufand Souls which he muſt Anfiver for, whilſt he knew not how it was — 
with many of them. And'/at another time; when ſhe found MR his Spirit — 
was overwhelmed with iſh'and Gnief,, and when ſhe Asked him the Reaſon of —- 
it ? He Anſivered, Thar the Times that were coming upon Scotland for the Con- 
tempt of: the Goſpel, would'be very Heavy and Sad, but ſhe ſhould'not Live ro 
ke them: mY , 

_—Whilft he was a Priſoner' it Blatkneſs he Wrote thus to-a Chriſtian Lady, con- 
cering thoſe large Joys which'he had in his Sufferings for this Truth, That Zeſus 
Chrift is a King, and hath a viſible Kingdom in the World, even his Church, which 
isas free tokeep its Courts, and to Exert Diſcipline, by Verrue of an Inrinſick 
Power frorh Chrift, as hath any Kingdom! on the Earth + For which he was ready 
to lay down his Life ; yea, that he wonld be glad and rejoyce to be offered up a 
Gacrifice for fo Glorious a Truth. - And ih the cloſe of his Lerter, heforetold, thar 
Judgment was coming upon Seorfand,' which ſhould be Blood, firſt by an Inteſtine 
Sword, and then by the Sword of a Stranger, and thar there ſhould be'a great 
Shughter, both'of Great Men and Mean ;- which many Lived to ſee Aecompliſh- 
ed, who had the Letter among them long before the War began. —_ 
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— Ohe John Steward, an Eminent Chriſtian that lived at Air, coming to viſit Mr. 
Welch in Priſon, found him in a more then ordinary way troubled and fad, and 
enquiring of him what was the reaſon of it ? He faid, Fon you ſhould not be 
here; go home to Air ; for the Plague of God is broken in upon that place ; and 
cauſe Hugh Kennedy, Proveſt of thar Town ( who alſd was a choiſe Chriſtian ) to 
Convene the People in the Streets and Pray together, and the Lord ſhall hear Hugh 
Kennedy, and remove that Stroke. This at firſt Aſtoniſhed the faid Fobn, and made 
him Queſtion the Truth hereof, having come fo lately from thence : But at his re- 
turn, he found it ſo, andaccordingly in every thing he found it fo as this Man of 
God had foretold. 

_——The King changing the Sentence of Death that was paſſed upon him at Linlichge, 
Into Baniſhment, he went over into France, where in a ſhort time he Learned the 
French Language, and acquired ſich a Dexterity therein as was thought ſtrange by 
them that knew it. .- Trochrig, in his Comment upon the Epheſians, ets down this 
paſſage concerning him ; that being called to Preach at Salmwrz,, betore one of the 
molt Learned Auditories in all France, he performed it with ſuch Boldneſs and Au- 
therity, as though be had been before a mean Congregation. -Trcchrig being Aſto- 
niſhed at it, and familiarly acquainted with him, Asked him, Whence he had that 
Confidence, Preaching before ſuch a Judicious Congregation of Strangers, and in 
a ſtrange Tongue ? which he Anſwered, In an Humble and Modeit manner, as 
one rather Dejected then Elated, That when be conſidered his being betore the 
Lord, and that he was delivering his Meſlage, he could not regard the Perſons, 
either of Great or Mean, &c. 

_. Whilſt he was Miniſter at St. Fohn de Angeli, a Proteſtant Town in France, where 
his Miniſtry was Bleſſed with great Succef, the Civil Wars breaking out, that City 
was Twice Beſieged by the Popiſh Party, during which time theſe Remarkable pat- 
ſages fell out ;,. The Town being ſtraitly Beſfieged, and ready to be taken, the Ene. 
mies having Raiſed a Battery, and by their near approach, had made a conſidera- 
ble Breach in the Wall, ,Mr. Welch, being informed hereof ( who had much en- 
couraged the Citizens by telling them that their Enemies ſhould not prevailagainſt 
them ),he went himſelf with the Canonier,,up to the Walls, and defired him to 

_. Charge ſuch a Peice of Canon, and Shoot ; _tor God would direct that Short, and . 

— Cauſe it to proſper, which accordingly was done, and to the Altoniſhment of the 
Spectators, it diimounted the Enemies Canon from that Battery, and the Lord was 
pleaſed fo to order things afterwards, that the King Parlied with the Citizens upon 
good Tearms, and only himſelf and Court came into the City, without profering 
any Violence. 

Ng i marvelous paſſage was this, The Sabbath following ſome of the God- 
—ly in that place, fearing Mr. Welch his danger, -did ſeriouſly deal with him, chat 
— he would not go forth, nor Preach that Day, , for that the Court was there: _ But 

_— by no lotreaty would he bg hindred from the diſcharge of his Duty, telling them, 
That he would adventure to Preach Gods Word to his People, and truſt the Lord 
with what concerned himſelf ( being much grieved at their Fear and Defj 
Cy ) and had that Day a very great Auditory, both of Friends and others, who 
came upon the Faine of ſuch a Mans Preaching ;- But whilſt he was in his Sermon, 


— a Great Man of the Court was ſent with ſome of the Kings own Guard, _ to bring 


—him preſently before the King. - And whilſt he was entring the Church, with ſ©me 
difficulty by reaſon of the Croud, Mr. Welch turning himſelf towards the Door, 
deſired the People to make way for one of the Great Peers of France, who was 
coming in : - And when he was come near unto the Pulpit to Execute his Commil- 
ſion, Mr: Welch , with great Authority ſpake to him before all the People, 

— and in the Name of his Maſter Feſ#s Chriſ charged him, that he- ſhould not 

— Diſturb the Worſhip of God, \wherewith the Noble-man was fo affrighted, that 
_ _ Trembling, yea, was forced to Crouch down, and make no farther Di- 
rbance. 
- — The Sermon being ended, Mr. Welch, with great Submiſſion, went to the King, 
— Who was much Incenſed, and with a frowning Coumenance, asked, who he was, 
and how he durſt be ſo Bold as to Preach Hereſie ſo near his Perſon, and him- 
ſelf with ſuch Contumacy 2-To which, with due Reverence bowing himſelf, he 
Anſwered, 1 am, Sir, a Servant, and Miniſter of Feſus Chriſt , , whoſe Truth 1 
ST Preached 
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Preached this Day, which if your Majefty did rightly know, you would have — 
come to it your ſelf,” and heard it. -And for my Doctrine, I did this Day Prezch 
theſe Truths. 
Firſt, That Man is fallen, and by Nature is in a loſt Condition : Yea, and that 
by his own Power and Abilities heis not able to help himſelf. 
——Secondly, That there is noSalvation, or Deliverance from Gods Wrath by our 
own Merits, but by Feſus Chrift,; and his Merit alone. | £320 
—=-Thirdly, 1 Preached. this Day the Juſt Liberties of the Kingdom of France ; 
Thar your Majeſty oweth Obedience to 'Chrif only, who is Head of the Church : 
And that the Pope, as ke is an Enemy to Chriſt and his Truth, foalfo ro the Kings 
of the Earth, whom he keepeth under Slavery to lis Uſurped Power. -The King —- 
for a rime, being filent, and Aſtoniſhed, turned to ſome about him. and faid, Sure- 
ly this is a Man of God : Yea, after he Communed with him, and diſmilled him — 
with great Reſpett. | 
— The Year following, The Differences continuing berwixt the King and Prote- 
ſtants, rhat City was again Beſieged, taken, and in part Plundered, as Mr. Welch 
did publickly forctel :-At which time the King paſt a. folemn Order, That none * 
ſhould in the leaſt wroung Mr.-Welch, or any thing that belonged to him under 
the higheſt Penalties, and afterwards gave him a fafe Conduct to Tranſport him- 
ſelf into England, where he Died: | King Fames refuting to give him leave to re- 
turn into his own Country, though he was earneſtly Peritioned- by his Wife to 
grant that Favour to ker Husband for his'Healeh-fake.. During bis Sickneſs he was 
ſo filled and overcome with the ſenſible Injoyment of God , that he' was fome. 
times over-heard in Prayer, to uſe theſe words, Lord bold thy Hand ; it enough : 
Thy Servant a Clay Veſſel, and can hold no more. 

— Whilſt .chis Mr. fobn Welch: was Miniſter ' at Air, there came two Men with — 
Packs of Cloath ro the Towns-end from a Neighbour: Town, in a'time when a - © 
Plague was in ſome places of the Country, yet the Town whence they came was - 
not at all ſuſpected to be infected. The Sentry at the Bridg ſtopped" them till the - 
Magitrate came, though they had a Peſs, 'and though he could nor difallow their 

\ Paſs, yet would not. the Magiſtrate fufter them «d Carke in, rilhe had fenc for 
Mr. Welch, onely he bad:them disburden therr | Beafts riff he had confidered what 
to do. . A little after Mr. Welch coming, the Magiſtrate aid co him; }Sir, here are — 
Men come from ſuch a place'; we have' heard of no Plague chere : Beſides, they — 
have a Paſ; from known Men: what would you adviſe us to do ? Mr: Welch an- 
ſwered nothing for the, preſent, but uncoyering his Head in the midlt of the Com- 
pany that followed himy- and lifting up his Eyes to Heaven ( yer withourſpeaking ) - 
near half a quarter of an hour, at laſt: he: faid, Bayly, cauſe theſe Men to load —- 
their Packs and be gone : for if God be 'in Heaven, the Plague isin theſ® Packs. -- 
The Men going away, opened their Packs at Cummocky which fo mfected the Town, -- 
that all the Inbabitanes-Qyed, not one being left.ro Bury (eDead. 

_ — One night, being under an extraordinary” pretjure of Spirit to goand pour forth 
his Sonl unto God: he left his Wife in Bed, and going'out into a Garden, hefpenr 
moſt of the night in. Prayer and Praiſe :. But- his Wife,” miſling him © long, at 
length went to ſeek him,. and not finding him: in his ordiciary place,” ſhe went into 
other Gardens by ſuch RR asſhe knew : At laſt ſhe heard a Voice, 'and draw- 
ing near ſhe beard him ſpeak: theſe words with great fervency, and- accompanied 
with a flood of Tears, 0 God | wilt tho: not give meScotland ? O Ged !' Tilt theu 
not give me Scotland? She being afraid to: interrupt him,” wenthome,' and heard 
not the cloſe.” Ar length he came home, and gomg rs Bed, his Wife-mildly re- 
proved him for his unmercifulnels to himIf : then ſherasked him wharir was thar 
he was ſaying ? For ſhe told him, ſhe heard him: Well faid he, you had 'berrer 
have been in your Bed : I tell you l have endured a great fight for Scotland this 
night, and hardly could 1 prevail that a Remnant ſhonld be reſerved : Yer God 
will be gracious. | 

— Afterwards he aroſe another night ( as his frequent manner was) but went nox 

out into the Gasden, but into another Chamber , where he {0 laboured and groan- 

ed, that his Wife hearing him, went ſeyeral rimes to draw hint Fed bur he 

ſtayed his time, and then returned. His Wife with a modett expoſtration, bla- 
med him for tarrving fo long : Hold thy Peace ( faid he ) it will be well with '" | 
K k- 014 
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but I Gs never Preach another Sermon in Air. Then falling aſleep, before be 

awaked*,-a Meſſenger 'came who was' ſent to carry him Priſoner to Edenburg 
Caſtle.” '- WH. | 

_—- Whilſt he was Priſoner there, the Lord Uchiltry was Goyernour of .the Caſtle, , 
whoſe Siſter was Mr. Welch his Mother in Law, being Fob» Knox, his Wife: This 
Lord being macti imployed in King Fame his Court, had . not, oppegtunity to 
fhew his kindneſs to his Kinſman Mr. Welch as he ſhould. But being Enſ of his 
unkindoeſs, he cauſed "Mt: Fdch to ſup” with him one night at his qwn Table, 
where alſo were ſeveral other -Gentlemen,' and among them. a Popiſh, Youth that 
fat towards the lower end of the'Table : and Mr. e/ch being by the Goyernour, 
fare at the upper end, labonred to ertertain the Company with Grave and Edi- 
fying Diſcourſe,. which all atrended tits with ſeriouſneſs, fave his, you Papift, — 
who with laughter and deriflon ſought to filence him, which Mr. lc little regar- 
ded. Bnt after Supper, the'Gueſts ſiting ſtill, this Youth ſtood up a the lower 
end of the Table, and whilſt Mr. Welch proceeded from grave to gracjous Diſ- 
courſes, the Yonth grew to that infolency 4s with his Finger to point at him, and 
to make wry mouths at him, whereby he fo grieved that Holy Man, that, on a 
ſuddain he was farced to filence. ' 1 
—— The. whole Company, that were much delighted with his Diſcourſes, were ſilent 

alle :;-Bur a while after Mr. Welch, being moved by the.Spirit of God:,brake 
forth into theſe Words : Gentlemen, the Spirit of God is provoked againſt us, and 

—— I ſhall intreart you not to be afraid to' ſee what God will do amongſt you, before 

_  youriſe from the Table: For he will ſtrike ſome one of you with Death you 
go hence, All were filently aſtoniſhed, waiting with tear ro ſee the iſſue ; And — 


while all Men feared themſelves $3 Except this inoleni Youth, he fell down Dead — 

among them. £ ka 

-—q—_— _ Day as Mr, Welch looked our of his Window in the Caſtle, he ſaw the Go- 
vernour, to whom” he faid, God ſave you, my Lord: The Governqur 


| | him 
how he did : and wherein he might ſerve hum ? In nothin ( Gid Mr. Walgh) IP 


a Petition to His Maj 


meet-at that time to:preſent it ; af 
got it, for which, his heart ſmiting 
Three Months after. _Yet art” 
came to the ſame 


. Of Mr. Robert Bruce. 


CZ R. Robert Bruce, was by. an extraordinary manner called to the work of. the 
Z Miſtry, having for a long time followed the Study of the Izaw both in 

Scotland and France, and had ſome reafon ro expedt a place among the Lords of 

the 


f Fu nin Divines,  &c. 
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che Seſſicn ,” tis Fathiet being "a conſiderable bares, and one that. had rtiany 
Friends ;-Brr' a mote g and irreſiſtable Call from God, did NANG de- 
rermine 
_——— Whilſthe wi NN ar Einbingh, be ſhined as a 'Gteat. Light . through the 
whole Land : ind Efficacy of Gods Spirit moſt ſenſibly accompanying 
 " theWord whic he bw rt "Ne was a Terror to Evil-doers,, and the Authority 
.- of God &dfo appear id Tran cha Majeſty in.his Countenance,, as forced 
Fear and nw from the Land; , even from thoſe who were 
the __ _—_ Haters of the Power of of Grin Vets — had ſuch 
an aw preſſion upon that he once re many, gave 
this Teſtimony of him, Thar Thee Bi Was wort by of half bis Kingdom. . 
—-— Mr. Bruce was a Man that had much beth about his own Spiritual 
Cupin and had been oft allaulted. by Satan to queſtion _ Ns an 
whether there was a Gdd : | This coſt him many Daysand Nights A 
MAY beked he ei Clear it rr up to his pin bim, when hecame I 
tip 'inro the Pulpit, after 1 ors inte Cnhich wes 1 nibal way ) be youl Id of 
fay, '1 think'it's 's great matter to believe that here « « God : telling the People, has * 
ie was not id eaſie” a” ng as they judged. It was known unto his, Friends with 
whom he was Familiar,” inary conformation he had hereof from the 
Lord: whar Fai bop Iparipnyr ſecret converſes with God, . 
— The grear ſucceſs of Hi Owl at Lidingh, ny a yoykiyeo ber 


man were * qoeftndlrcb irf 

mary: oe Mev or ain b ba ing, ap 5 ew Dane" = 
Fs, a1 ws Þ TIE mbrace into the Miniſtry at exchars, was 
| ors k, atid "way, 3 Apo, brought in . againſt 


p6n the' Day of his Adrnifſipa , the Church Doo 
"den by th SEES to break a Window to ger en 
—Nrhg fer Mr Henderſon Fe 


= roms fo a'lo 


the 


a Famous Man, he would - 
ar oa amows Ma the, Chgrch: _ 
When Mr. Bruce was come into the Pulpir, _ 
h LTILES which ſomewhat alto-' 
t ee My Harwbo MS ER end when he beard words, which were 
theſe : He that capnali er in the Doo but clubs uy Way, the ſame is @ 
2 & Robber : "Toe did fo Ms. Hendeyſon for the pre- 
F ++ ua vet __ that it was the firſt means of his 


Og 
> Mr: Brake had the 4+ 1 "in a grear meaſtice, ard defPraphetically 
' -foretel many things 'come to pals: Diverſe diſtratted Perſons, 


and others who were paſt hope of recovery by the Falling-Sickneſs,. were. brought 
to hith, wtio by the Err pat oper feacy f his Pra Aawag were fully Recovered. 
He- was'a great ' wreſtler with YO th ions chin” ordivary Fonnharks 


+ With him. 
—— — & litk' before his b Duck when he wag at Edenburgh, and through weakn2ſs 
here, vpn Gen ecu is 2. meerng of cer godly Miniſters at that time, 
arch concernment, who . hearing that —- 


few \ Towrt; 5 oe] Fo 29 pure dip wer ocprmige of the Actings of thoſe — 
times ; Mr.” Brace went to Praytr therein ſpreadbefore the Lord the ſubſtance — 
of their Diſcourſe, * ee Frogfe a A ret rat of the State the Church was -- 
then in, 'at which rime thete was ſuch an extraordinary motion tipon all preſent, 
and ſo ſenſible a powring down of the' | Spire chat they could hardly contain them- 
ſelves: Yea, there was an univerſal upon others who were in, other parts 
of the Houſe, thongh jar f then egypt pa Ne cauſe of it : And Mr. Weems of 
Lethaker, being, occaſionally preſent, at his going away, faid, bow frange « Mart 
a this : for be draws down $ Aker Spirit of God upon us all, by knocking bu Fingers upen 
the Table, which deed he many times did. 


Po 
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__—-He was deeply affected with the wickedneſs and profanity of many Miniſters 
then in the Church, and the unſuitable carriage of. others in ſo high a Calling, and 
did expreſs much fear that the Miniſtry of Scot/and, would prove the greareſt Pro- 
ſecutors of that Church: Learned Didoclawixs in. his Preface to his Alrare Damalce- 
mum gives this Teſtimony of him : , Robertus Bruſins, Vir Genere, & wire Nebils, 
Magiſtate wultus wenerabils, qui plurs animarum millia Chriſto lucrificit, cujus Anima, 

ſs wvillius mortalium ( abſit verbs mvidia,) ſedet in Caleſtibus: Anima mea, cum ni 

ma tua, Bruſi, {i ex aliena Fide eſſet pendendum. 


Of Mr. Davidſon 


Se: M* Davidſon, Miniſter of, the Goſpel at Salr-Prefton, bad an extraordinary 


V 1 Prophetick Spirit, and was Eminently Zealous and Faithful in a time of the 
Churches ſton, hence Didectavius in A ei emnoned Preface,rearms him, 
Cato; & conſlans Cato [ui temporss : King Fames preſling the ſetting up of Superin- 
rendents in the Scottiſh Church : Mr. Davidſon being preſent in an Aſſembly at Dundee, 
where many were drawn over by the King to conſent .to it , roſe up boldly in the 
Aſſembly , and in his own Name, and in the Name vf. the Church of Scotland, did 
enter a Proteſtation.againſt tharſtep of defection, ang in yeilding up fo far the Li- 
berties of the Chiirch co pleaſe Men.” wy | 

—— Whilſt he was Miniſter at Salt-Preſton, the Pulong of the Church was much de- 
fired by him, which alſo he much advanced our of. his own private Intereſt : The 
Lord Newbattel ( who had t Authority in that. Pariſh ) promiſingto promote 
it, from which, yet he afterwards. drew back, fo that the Wark ceaſed; where- 
upon” Mr. Davidſon faid to him : Theſe Walls rhat were begun to be Built ſhall 
itand as a Wirnes againſt you, that ere long Goc ſhall root You out, and your 
Eſtate out of this Pariſh, ſo that you: ſhall not have a, piece of Land in the fame, 
which ſhortly after hada yiſible accompliſhment. - | | 

In an Aſembly of the Church My, Fobn Sporſwood, and Mr. Law hal a Procels 
put in againſt them for ſome groſs miſdemeanours , where Mr. Davidjon., tinding 
a readineſs in the Aſſembly to acquig then by reaſoi of their good Parts and Gifts, 
onely wich a reproof, he did with. garneftnels preſs their . Depoſition ; Bur being 
crohjed rherein, he ſaid, you will need; ſpare theſe two Men, whereat 1 am grieved : 
Fir the time is coming wherein they will rdmple upon your Necks, which prediction had 
ſhortly after its accompliſhment. WS | 

___— He being on a time, at Dinner With Mg. Bruſe , who/was then in great Favour 
with the" King, in returning thanks after Meat. he had this expreſſion : Lord, 14y 
Servant biar is a great Favourite at Court, and bad m much Reſpett : But be ſhall ere 
long be as much Perſecuted as he is now Favoured ; and ſhall go down the Streets when 
many who now Eſteem 'bim greatly, ul] not weuch/afe to,ghue him a Salutatren : Which 
afterwards came rb pa, . *  . of j:s | 

Art another time "Mt. Rebert Bruce and -he, Dining, togetber at the Honſe of a 
Mapritrate at Edenbirg, Who was then a, Coxdial Friend to godly Miniſters, in his 
flam and free" way, Whilſt he was giving of thanks, he fiid, Lord, 1h; gocd Man 
for thy ſake barb reſpett to thy Servants,, But be little knows that within 8 ſhort time be 
muſt” carry us 10, who pre preſent hear to Priſen : Which words did much trouble 
char honeſt Magiltrare, though afterward it came exadtly ro | ; 

——A Gentleman neary related to a great Family, in chat Pariſh where Nr. David- 

{on was Miniſter, a violeng tater of Piety;' did y n;that,account Beat-a. poor, ho- 
neſt Man that lived there, having nct the leaſt ſhadow of,, provocation from tym ; 
and among many fore Konbes, he gave him-one upon the Back, uſing theſe wards, 
Take this for Mr. Davidſens ſoke.;-After, which, this honeſt Man, was forced for 

a time, ra keep his Ped,, complaining molt of the ſtroke upon his Back, . The Sab- 

bath following, in che Cloſe of his Sermon, Mr. Dawidfen ſpeaking about the op- 

preſſion” bf the Godly, 909.cne Enmity whick Wicked Men had to ſuch, did parti- 
culirlyinſtance in that Jate Infolence, faying, That it Was a fad Time, when Pro- 
tane Men would thns openly adventure to vent their Rage againtt inch as were 

SCckers of God in the place, having no cauſe of Provocarion, faving the Image of 
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of atvers Eminent Divines, &c. 


God in the Perſon. . And then, With great Authoriry added, Z mm Cn. this, 
be he the Laird, of the Laird: Brother, ere @ few Days : epi Gad ſha bim ſock 
@ Stroke, as all the Monarchs im the Earth cannot do, the Saturday oy nd 


this Gentleman,ſtood before his Door, he was ———_—_— Dead with a Thunder 
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that Man was his Unklt by the Mothers fide : wheres fin wee wing 0 
Subſtribe, with this Provith; According.to:the W/ ay Uwe 1 or That this 
could nor ſecure their! Conſtiences, iti deing to 
any —F. n— according 20;tho Wards: a enl Reply 


_— HebimGlf refaielche offer of a Biſkoprick, and afterwards, of. Year Pens 
—Ton, which he looked upon as a » cp Bib is Caniience, _- dy 


dear-to kim then alt the World. - 
demned by the Stare, he did obenly « own _—_ te ends | Sp 


lemn manner Denounced the Wrath and Ju: of God adn 
and Convittors of thoſe excellent Men at Linlthgow, who ſtood for the Lbs of 
that Aſſembly. And that notable Paper and Proteſtation which was given in tothe 
Parliament, Amno Chriſti, 1606. was penned by him, and with his own Hand de- 
opens to the Earl of Dunbar, (ſubſcribed by many Miniſters, who mer there upon 
t account. 
_ His Life was moſt exemplary for Piety, and Faithfulneſs in the Service of his 
Maſter, which Preached no leſs in that part of the Country where he lived, . then 
did his DoCttirie. His Wife, Martha Barſon, a Gracious Woman, and the Wife of 
his YGUrt, With WHort fe Tad lived if great Love, fell fick, which provedther laft 
Sickneſs. In her weakneſs ſhe was ſorely aſſaulted by Satan , who ſuggeſted to 
her, That ſhe ſhould be given over into his Hands: And it ended in a viſible Di- 
ſtration, which for a time grew upon het : So that, moſt unlike ro her former 
practice, ſhe would break forth into dreadful and horrid Expreſſions, and it was 
moſt violent oti a Sabbath Morning, when Mr. Simpſon was going to Poncho 
whereupon, with an heavy Countenance he ſtood filent for a time, and at laſt 
Kneeled down and Prayed, which ſhe no whit regarded : After which, he, turn- 
ing to the Company that were preſent, ſaid, That be was ſure that they who were 
now Wyyeſſes of that ſad Hour, fto"ld yet ſoot 4 Gracious Change, and that the Devils 
Malice againſt that poor Woman ſhould have a ſha Rog Foll. 
— Her Diſtrattion {till continued until Tue a , uguſ the Ninth, which Morning, 
at the very Dawning of it, he went into Obarder , and ſhut he Door, where; 
for many Hours he was alone; Bur a Godly Woman, one Helen Garner, Wiſe to © 
P one 
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plitfs-of Sterling, 22890 had beet With his Wiſe all Night! as ins 
fon eight much wrong himſelf - by myc-Grief and Faſting, by 
lp, ford TE Gaiden : (But +a$-the- came near bo the 
proach where Mr. Simpſon was ,” ſhe Was certified aur extraordinary Noiſe, 


which made her fall ro the Ground : Ir ſeemed to Ruſhing of 
Mdlticudes Yimming  and-wittial, : _——_— h + pnihey + Sound, _ 


onlide hb Jrdg; that it waortghexhen Home!: Whereupen the Prayed h Grd 
to patdon het Raſhneſs, Which her Aﬀeſtionto that Mari'sf' had "carried her 
to. _\Yer afterwards, Torwards, hk Him the Ground; "the 
bameſtly incevated tim to d from { cl the had) 7 
| toRevedl it (6/fong ade Live; Hark herteave todo'ity "Affer his 
Death'Y laid, Þ abit" a, 5,” that oy, # bows 
ſhould be 'fent by the Lor# bo de Y-me 2-- —_ , a 
Viſion of Angels, who did, wichdn A Voice give him an Anſwe#Korfi' the 
Lord, concerning his Wives condition. And returning into his WF; he faid to 
all that were p_—_—\ of Carine, for Ore Pd LL ry be paſt, 1 ew ſure that 
this Brand be pluck'd out _ his Wives Bed-ſide, 
and whilſt on mentioning, Fant, wreſtling i in Prayer, he fat upright in the 
Bed, and caſting by the Curtain, faid » Thou art this Day Jacob, who baſt Wwre led, 
and lo ARA: " And-w0w-Gal bark: \*dde pool 6% "Worals;, "0 bichs be pak] rg 
—_——— Ent | NS eaten of \Sajany.\ aud be" »o 
more power over —_— flent for @-time,- but afterwards, 
with Far Jnring of h&art,*he'  crvny; wh and'mignified —__ of 
Gods Love towatdsher. - 'And' Ke>trrel moſt Chritti 


comfartably, <verito her Dearti; a etrneef ones it 
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ports Died wþorv the Sea. 1t was alſo "2 
the Ra ing of the Sea, typ etongo Raging of.che. People, which = 
-found by Experience to their comfort, ;and-the terror of their ,Adverfaries. 

_-- There was,-not many Yearzſince; .ir-$rlapd, a Gentleman, —__ Stile 
'Waftrew ; a moſt/Bloody/Man, ,and:Notoripus for Profanenefs, who its _ 
chief Buſineſs to ſtir up/Quarrels, and to: Men.in Blogd. , 
he provoked a Neighbouring Gentleman to Kil other in that place, ES: = a 
did accordingly; ' bur afterwazds.\was mach txopbled in Conſcience for it, where- 


v1 this former-perſon-told him, -That:moge of that « Fonczice would be the - 

—_ for him, ſaying, that himſelf had-Killed Six, and .that at at 9o- rf Ly be es 

much trondjed, hut the oftner-he did-it, ' it;bocame the r 6 - 
Ridingto a place where. Two bad appointed to, 4 po ws 


ns hos Horſe oe hed genpnage 25, fy and he fell 'a OE - - 
by Fatig is Sword falling out before; hjm, ; yet be received, no hurr. '* this - 
ſtrange Providence God awakened his Conffience, io that ſtopping his J y, be - 
He heme-wich much and >Remorſe, and. a ſtrange change fo que, - 
whereby he witneſſed his T and Repentance :. Before his Death he 
«much time alone in Mourning for:his. Sins : And the Day wherein he Died (tigugh - 
no ſach thing appeared tothem: about;him ) .he.was heard im his Chamber, 
ling very much in m_ 4 Burt after Jang, gontinuance, when he anſivered not ar 
their Knoeking,- they broke open-the Door upon him, and found him Dead, -but — 
upon his Knees in a Praying/poſture ; and. all the Blopd in his Body ſwuming abour 
him in the Floor, all the patlayes of his Body being opened to give it ry Thus; 


though 
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though Tod Srmlk rode to his People, yer ſome Sins he will not ler paſs \ with- 

out a viſible Token of his Anger, but will take Vengeance of their Inven- 

tions. 

— There Was a notorious Thief ih the $6urh parts bf Storlahd aievhany Yeahs. ago, 

called Fohn of the. Score, who for many Years had followed that Wicked Trade. 
—— At length he mer with a poor Man Traveling with Two Horſes, brug bens] Score _ 

from him : The poor Country-man falling upon» hi>-Keeess, - 

for Feſut Chriſt fake he would: _ the bheagain;, payer 

maintain his poor Family with, -þutwhac he could ger Home: 

m vain :. For the carried borh away to 

Man i in a very 

piſh and Melanchol - 4nd could war NO/ Reſt rorQuiet ang) 
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ee his Sfiric ; And 

d reat 3 

felt £ out of .che way, or 
ſomething wthin 


for his Robberies,- he bad his £6: 
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hended, and-brou en: Bas there.put ,3n T; 
there, 4 Godly Minife _ NY ahd.s Chriſtian Chara 

am Cunningham, Tutor prin anna known him, gave.him a 
Viſit, holding forth 66 hin his mierable Efzate, and the danger. that an as 
in (for be was Condemned by theTaw to Die /). and among other W | 
ſhewed him the ofFlying'to Teſus Chriſt, whereupon he {a 
_— O what word is that ! we 6 nm That's the Wird thas 


- my Heart ever face the'pocy it #0-me, from that tims | hag wo power 
- bo foie out of the way": A 200 | being rod has ann Chrift, was, without 
_— Whom he could not be Saved, - Pry Oh, will be: ever look, 10-me { and ſhew me 
— Mercy,” who for his che would \ Mercy to that poor Man, and give bim back bus 
Horſe bother {6 18 end rackens Cnngar (Ap up» 
on him, and he gave _ horn 1 Soy of the reality thereo Fa be 
artained to great Affurance beſore/his Death, . and upon the Scaffold. in the Pub- 
lick Street, where he was Executed, ſpake to wonderfully of the Lords 
with him, and that with ſuch Knowledg and } , as left a Convictionupon 
all preſent, thar he had the Grac&(of God in 
_— There was one Patrick Mackelwrotb in the Waſt part of Scorland, who had his 
Heart couched in 4'moſt remarkable way, by the Lord, and after his Converſion, 
( ashetold many ,of his Chriſtian Friends ) he was fo affected with the new 
World, into which ke was entred, together with the diſcoveries of God, and of a 
Life to come, that for ſome Months together, he could ſcarce ever fleep, but was 
continually raken up in Admiration. His Life was very remarkable, for Tender- 
neſs and hear Converſe with God, 'in his Daily walk. One Day after a ſharp Tryal 
( having his only Son ſuddenly taken away by Death ) he retired into private for 
feveral Hours; and when he came forth, be looked f chearfully, | that to thoſe 
Who asked him the reafon of it; and wondred at it in ſuch a time; he tokd them, 
— ——— ot that in his retirement With the Lord,. that to baye it again renew- 
» he would be content to loſe a Son every Day. 


Sk lad ihntag ke Bring thar he had ſuch a bad , Ao that he could 
— foul cinch notileg ef wth And bitterly thereof -to:a 

_— worthy Miniſter, [ Mr. F Þo 1 Dale adv, t when he 
——heard any Truth which by deſ to remember ſhould commend it to the 


Lord, and intreat him to keep it for hign, and to give it to him back again when 
—— he ſhould ftang in moſt need of it: Which accordingly this Holy Man did pur.in 
practice moit ſeriouſly, and when he came to lie on his Death-Bed, to. his Mini- 
ſters, and divers other Chriſtians that were preſent, he did ſolemnly declare, haw 
wotiderfully the Lord had Anſwered his Prayers: - For whereas wantiof Memory 

had been his great Burden, now the Lord had given him back all thoſe Truths chat 
he had pur into his Keeping, fo that what he had heard many Years before, was 
now moſt clearly brought into his Remembrance, which he ſhewed by repeating 


.many particular Truths, and Notes of Sermons, which at ſuch and ſich tmmes he 
' Ind card. Al 


j 


—_ 


7 


Providences, Strange and Extraordinary. 


221 


——AUl theſe Scoriſh Stories are related by a Godly old Scorgb Miniſter, who profeC- 
ſerh that he hath writren nothing but whar be hath either upon his own knowledg, 
or elſe from the Teſtimony of ſuch Faithful Witneſſes, as that he had no reaſon to 
queſtion the Truth of them. - 


_ Not many Years ſince, in the Town of Ar in Scotland, there was, a poor Man 


Committed to Priſon for the filrhy Sin of Buggery. And before his Impriſonment, 
he was in the Judgment of all chat knew him, a moſt ſtupid Brutiſh Perſon, far 
from God, and from the knowledg of him : But whilſt he was- in Priſon the Lord 
did marvelous declare the power of his Grace, and in ſuch a meaſure diſCovered 
to him his great Wickednels, that after many conflicts in his Soul, and great wreſt- 
ling in Prayer, a moſt kindly work of Repencance did appear in him, which was 
accompanied with great Alturance, infomuch; as when he came to the Stake, he 
could not ceaſe from Crying out to the ' People, under the ſenſe of Pardon, and 
chat comforting Sunſhine of Gods and favour, Ob ! be is @ great For- 
giver : He is @ great Forgiver. Adding theſe words, New bath perfett Love caſt 
out all Fedr : For Jeſus INS? ning 2p inh Lord hath nothing to la 
to my Charge ; for Jeſus Chriſt bath paid all; and ſuch are free indeed, w the 
Son make: free: And thus Died ina Raviſhment of Joy and Wonder, 


—— Mr. Bez.s in his Younger Years, having his Heart touched by the word, being 


at Pars, went to the Proteſtant Church at Charenton, where he heard the Ninery 
Firſt Pſalm Read and Expounded, and God followed it with ſo much power, that 
he not only found it marvelgus ſweet for the preſent, bur was ſtrerigthened to be: 
lieve it: Yea, had wrought in him a ſtrong perſwaſion, that the Lord would make 
good to him all choſe Promiſes contained im 1t : which afterwards he found verifi- 
ed, as with much comfort he Teſtified at his Death, ſaying, That a sat that time he 
had been holpen-to cloſe with that great Truth, Verſe the Second, of taking the 
Lord for his God; and got #fare claim thereto: Yea, that he would be his 
and Fortreſt, he had found"it performed remarkably in the courſe vf his L 
Thar he had been delivered from the Snare of the Fowler, and from the Noiſorne Pe- 
filence, having in frequent hazards been delivered from many that did lie in wait 
for him : And ſomerinie he was in great danger of the Peſtilence, which was in 
thoſe places where he was called to refide.. Yea, in the time of the Civil Wark 
which were then hot in France, he had convincing Deliverances from many Emi- 
nent Dangers, at ſuch times as he was called by che Proteſtant Princes into the 
Field where Thouſands did fall on his Right and Left hand, ++. And upon his death 
Bed he did, with much comfort, declare in allthe perticulars the Accom 

ofthoſe Promiſes to him :, Adding that be bad found that God had given bis Angils 
charge over bim, and had often beard whey be called upon him, and been with 
him 1n vxgubile, and delivered him, yea; had ſatisfied bim with a long life : And how 
(aidheFThave no more to wait for, but «the fulfilling of that laſt Promiſe in the 
Pſalm; will ſhew bim my Salvation. Idem. 


____ The Laird of Reirb of 4 known and Ancient Family in Scotlend, in the begin- 


ning of the Reformation of * Religion inthe Kingdom, was a ProfelPr Papi. But 
the Lord directed that great Servant of his Mr. }5ſeheart, to come one Night lare 
tohis Honſe, who, after ſome Repulſes by'a Servant, got acceſito this Gentleman, 
and told him, that he was come to offer the Goſpel of Faſus Chrift to him and his 
Family if he pleaſed toreceive it. This was ſpoken with fach Authority and Powe? 
upon the Gentlemans Corlſcience that he moſt kindly received him, and told him 
that he was Welcome. And it pleaſed God that a little after, this Viſit was made ſo 
Snecesful, 1iporl Mr. Wiſebeart; InſtruRing/him and his Family in the Truth, chat 
they nadea Publick Profeſſion of the fame, and the Gentleman Evidenced the 
Truth of his'Converſion. ON 1'97 


__ Not long after, by that Subnlry and Malite bf Cardinal Beaton, this Laird of 


Raith wasſeized upon inthe Laird of Grape his Houſe, arid carried Priſoner tothe 
Caſtle of Edeadirg, and ſo hotly purſuedby that Wrerched Cardinal ( who was theti 
in his greateſt Power ) that ' within a ſhort rithe he was Condemned tb Dye. His 
Lady being overwhelmed with grief upon her Hnsbands Safferings, and the Forh- 
ture of his Eſtate, (having five Sons andſome ' Danghtets to provide for ) endea- 


voured to draiw him toa Recancation. Bur as one chat was much with God, hetold — 


M m Family, 


. ber that that God, for whom he Suffered ( he was alliured ) would provide for bis — 
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Family, an Poſterity ; & that ſhe ſhould yer live to ſee her youngelt Son to be in a 
better Condition than bimfelf had ever been, in which alſo came.to paſs. His ſecond 
Son went into France, & was there raiſed to great Honour,& npon his return Home, 
purchaſed a conſiderable Eſtate, and was made Lord Melvin, and he bought alto 
part of the Cardinals Eſtare. His third Son was Lord Tong/and, and one of the 
judges of the Selfioxs, and another of them was Laird of Halhill. And which was 
mo!t {trange, the French King ( moved by the great reſpect be had for rhat wor. . 
thy Gentletnan Sir Rabert Melyin the ſecond Son formerly mentioned:) did upon 
alrcaty with Scotlaud, move & procure the taking off the Fortiture of that Eſtate of 
Raich, whereby the Eldeſt Son' was reſtored to his Inbericance . And its known to 
this Day , bow graciouſly theI.ord hath witneſſed bis reſpe£t to that Family, which 
is now enjoyed by the. Lord Melvin, who, by a continged Succeſlion is deſcended 
from that worthy Gentleman who fo (uttered for the Truth, 
—— Not long after the Sun of the! glorious Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt beganto ſpread its 
Rays in the Kingdom of Francey there was one Fames Faber, a Nauve of a Steeple 
in Picardy, a moſt Faithful and Eminent Miniſter of the Goſpel there, who, in a 
cune of Perſecution, was forced ( with'athers ) to retire for Security: to the Queen 
of Nawvar, who was at Albert in Gaſcotn, who had him in high eſteem. Qn a cer- 
rain Day the Queen gave him notice that ſhe meant to come and dine with him, 
and for thar end invited ſome learned Men, whoſe conference ſhe rook much de. 
light in._.At Dinner Mr.:Faber | became exceeding fad, and now and then brake 
- out info hitter weeping of which the Queen complained, and required of him the 
cauſe why, be wept when the came to be merry with him ? To which he anſwered, 
— Meſt Serene Leen, bow can The glad, ur make other; glad, who am #s wicked a man 
as the Earth bears? Ard what is that wickedneſs 'C faid ſhe) you complain of, who 
are known from your Youth to have Tived fo holily ? -He Anfwered ; I am now an 
_-- hundred tar old, free. fnem:the touch: of awy Woman, and remember not that , have 
—— commuted anything that foould be s burderi te my Conſcience, or that ſhould make me a- 
 fraidgeltancate wyp—_ Sin, for which yet Fam aſſured that there is a Propiti- 


ation. (i Avvdi-as ſhe preſſed to deckse what it was?: He could ſcarſe ſpeak for 
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abundance;tf Tears;:aod faid; How own T appear before the Throne of God, who ha- 
kr 22pm in Purity, and Sincerity, the Holy oY of the Son of God, many of 


whidh,.  bewing followed my 'Dottrime, have conſtantly ſuffered & Thouſand Torment, 
and Benth:tifelf,, whereas Tin the mean time, like an unconf{ ant Dottor did fly, and 
tbo I bad lived long enong h,and ſhould not have feared Death, but rather defired it,yet did 
vithor#iv my ſelf, and-thirs xowardly tranſgreſſed the Command of my God. Hereupon 
the Queen: (as ſhe. was moſt Eloquent) did by Reaſon and Examples ſhew him 
that- this had befaln divers of the holy Servants of God. Others there preſent alſo 
did add; ſuck: confiderations.as. made him more cheerful. And rhereupen he id, 


there remains now #abins. but that Iyo to my God, and hawing made my Thave 
an Impreſſion that I muſt delay no longer, knowing that the.Lord calls for mie. 1 ha. 
ving tixed'bis Eyes upon nh; he faid, Madam, I make you my Heir, avd to 
your Preacher Mountenr Geratd 1 leave my: Books: And t6 the Poor I give my (Cloaths, 
- and what ds 1 have. The Queen, filing aid, whar,then Mr. Faber, ſhall I have? 
- The Gare, Madam ( faid he) to ſer-this Diſtributed 16 2be. Poor. It is-well (id the) 
and 1folemnly Profeſs that this Legacy is: more acceptable unto me, than. if the 
-- King-my Brother had named me his Heir. /; i 97 

__ After this he was hore Joyful, and: at laſt; he ſaid; I hawe need of ſorne reft : be 
— %# weryy. endjoyful, and my. the ren; time ddue. Having thus ſpoken, (he: laid him- 
ſelf down gpona Bed that was'near gi vere: (as they;judged). be lay fieeping, bur 
was indeed! fialn a flee ww the Lord, withoit the leaſt figniof any; previous indifÞo- 
tion, and when they were about to awake him, to their great admiration, found 
him dead. -;. This Nerrdyve.the ueeid- of Newar did! oglare her (elf ro Fredtrick the 
cecond, Praice Elector Palarme, when be lay lick at Paris, and it was-Icommuni- 
cared by awartily Gentleman, Mr. Hubertbi Thomas, a Counſellor to tliefaid Frede- 
derick, who. was preſknt,at this Relatian-of the Queens; from whom Dr. River had 

it, who hath fet it down. int ah-Epiſtle to bisBrother. -'-. ., | FIrÞ. 
_—There was a Famous Chriſthan in Seadantrcalled Fobn Stewart, Provift- of Aire, 
who from his very younger Years was much inclined co Piery. - He:had a conſide- 
rable Eſtate left him by; his _ Bur) conſidering the- great ſtraits and neceſli- 


Fans 


—— — —— — — _ 
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tous condition of many. good People that he knew in the Countrey, and from his © 
love to Fefas Chriſt and his Truth, upon deliberation he called them together in — 
Edenburg, and having ſpent fome' time ' in Prayer, he took their ſolemn Promiſe, — 
that what he-was about to:do they ſhould not reveale fo long as he hved. He fgid, — 
he knew the'ſ{trans chat many of them» were in to hold up their Credit, and there- 
fore he had broughe a little mony to lend tb each of them ; yer {o, as that they — 
ſhould never otter wo repay. it, nll he required the ſame. .. * -- 
___- Some time after he had diſtributed this Mony, the Plague having been mach in 
" Air, and they by Trade decaying, himſelf fell under ſome-ftraits, and fore Pro-. 
fane Perſons m the place began tomake it their ſpost, ſaying, that Religion had 
made him poor, and his giving much to others, ike a Fool, made him now went 
it himſelf : The-Profeſfion and Credic of —_— on:had been always dear to this good 
Man, which made him refolvs for a time to leave his Canntry, and fo, borrowing 
a little Mony, be went over mto France, ' and. coming mro Rochel, he found that 
Salt and other Commodities were very Cheapybecaile. ofwlong time they had had — 
no Trading : 'hexeupon he adventured to- Fraught a Ship -upon. his Credit, which — 
when he haddone and ſent iraway, he himſelf came rhe neareſt way into Englanid, — 
and from-thence'to Aire, expetting the. returiyof his Ship. -- Buratter long waiting, — 
he was informed far certain that his Skip was'raken by the 'Turks, which becam= 
a matter of great grief tohim; not hecauſe-he Þ1ew not b$09- 1d be abaſed, as well 
as how to abound: Bur, fearing that the Mouths of wicked:Men would now much 
more be opened, to-reproach the Profeflianof Religion, which made him, for ma- 
ny days kezp to-his Chamber. - Ar length £ Maid that had heard.-among the People 
that Fobn Stewards Ship was Arrived in the Road, came running in, and cryed ar 
the Door, that his Ship was come. | But he, being at Prayer, would nor fiir cill 
he had done ſerving his Maftey, -and then went forth, and ſaw that it wasa Truth. 
_ But as a further: occaſion of "Exerciſe to him, thete "was a worthy Chrittiady, ' and 
an Intimate of this [ Fobw Kenedy, } —_ for Joy, had gon Goreh i in. a ſmall Boat 
to the Ship; bur a ſfuddain-Storm anfing, -tie was carried d the Ship, .and in 
the Judgment of all thar looked ori; he and rite Boat were devobred by the Seas : 
; Yee, the Storm'encreaſed 8 ſuch antheilte}. tha-rhey ſeared the loſs of che Ship 
alfo, which did deeply affedt rhis grackus'Man, thar, retiring into hisChamber, _ 
he would:be'ſeers by none'fbrthree days." But ar1aſt, coming: forthyhe-went to 
viſit the Widdaw'/( as heli Arg Friedds Due whild in chat Famil 
- were - mneually witheſſing' their ' Kikinedy* came 1n anwng = 
who had not teen caſt away' 'Cas\was/fo - but by:a'ſteange Prot ee had * 
been. driven'far\away to ——_— of rhit .( Hear irhany Metcies" met ar 
once : He vendet his Commodines in raeShip,. ith whichhe-payed all-his Debes, 


upon the Warns, =_ many. Dus Us ritorad aſain: "= —_— devices the libe- 
rul Man. donh i: $5)! 01 

— This Fob» Er at heenbeo den] ivEriends ſanding. M_ him, he oft 
exhorted them to be humble: .cAnd concertiagthimfelf teffaid, it may be ſome of 
you doubt 7 hy of John © ood Eſtate now. Fram? golag theway of all Fleſh :' Yea, — 
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Family, an Poſterity ; & that ſhe ſhould yer live to ſee her youngelt Son to be in a 
better Condition than bimfelf had ever been, in which alſo came.to pals. His ſecond 
Son went into France,& was there raiſed to great Honour,& nponhis return Home, 
purchaſed a conſiderable Eftare, and was made Lord Melvin, and he bought alto 
part of the Cardinels Eſtare. His third Son was Lord Tongland, and one of the 
judges of the Seſſions, and another of them was Laird of Halhill. And which was 
mot {trange, the French King ( moved by the great reſpect be had for rhat wor. 
thy Gentlefnan Sir Rabert Melwin the ſecond Son formerly mentioned:) did upon 
aTrcaty with Scotlaud, mave & procure the taking off the Fortiture of that Eſtate of 
Raith, whereby the Eldeſt Son was reſtored to his Inbericance . And its khown to 
this Day ,. how graciouſly the ord bath witneſſed bis reſpeCt ro that Family, which 
is now enjoyed by the.Lord Melvin, who, by a continged Succeſhon is deſcended 
from that worthy Gentleman who fo ſattered for the Truth, 

—— Not long after the San of the! glorious Goſpel of Feſws Chrift beganto.fpread its 
Rays in the Kingdom of Fence, there was one Fames Faber, a Nauve of a Steeple 
in Picardy, a moſt Faithful and Eminent Miniſter of the Goſpel there, who, in a 
tune of Perſecution, was forced {( with'ahers ) to retire for Security: to the Queen 
of Navar, who was at Albert in Gaſcotn, who had him in high eſteem. Qn a cer- 
rain Day the Queen gave him notice that ſhe meant to come and dine with him, 
and for thar end invited ſome learned Men, whoſe conference ſhe rook much de. 
light in._.At Dinner Mr. :Faber | became exceeding fad, and now and then brake 
out info hitter weeping, of which the Queen complained, and required of him the 
cauſe why, he wept when'the came to be merry with him ? To which be anſwered, 

— Meſt Serene Lween, bow can The glad; ur: make others glad, who am #s wicked a may 
as the Earth bears? And what is that wickedneſs C faid ſhe) you complain of, who 
are known from your Youth to have lived fo holily ? He Anſwered ; I am now an 

_ bundrad tar bhd, free. fnam:.the touch: of awy Woman, and remember net that , have 

—— commuttd anj.tbing that ſhould be s burderi to my Conſcience; or that ſhould make me a- 

 fraidgoleancatr Herld,r:except we Sin, forrwhich yet Fam aſſured that there is a Propiti- 
ation. (1; Anvdias ſhe preſſed him to decks what ic was?: He could ſcarſe ſpeak for 


-— 


abundancett Tears, :avd faid, How can { appear before the Throne of God, who ha- 
wing/tdighd others in Purity, 'und Sincerity, the Holy oo of the Son of God, many of 


whiah, bewing followed my 'Dottrime, have conſtantly ſuffered « Thouſand Torment, 
and Denthatyfelf,, wheress 1 in the mian time, like an unconfl ant Dottor did fly, and 
tbo I bad lieed long enongh,and ſhould not have feared Death, but rather defied it,yet did 
withdt#iw my jelf, and thirs tewardly tranſgreſſed the Command of my God. Hereupon 
the Queen: (as ſhe. Was meſt: Eloquent) did by Reaſon and Examples/ſhew him 
that- this had befain divers of the holy Servants of God. Others there preſent alſo 
did add. fuck: confiderations.as. made him more cheerful. And rhereupenhe aid, 
there remains now #ahins. but that Iyo to my God, and hawing made my TL have 
an Impreſſion that I muſt delay no longer, knowing that the.Lord calls for mie. hs 
ving fixed bis Eyes uponthe Queen, he ſaid, Madam, I make you my Heir, avd to 
your Preacher Mountenr Gerard 1 leave my: Books: And t6 the Poor 1 give my Cloaths, 
- and what djs I have. , The Queen, filing faid, what.then Mr. Faber, ſhall I have? 
— The Gare, Madam ( faid he:) to ſer this Diſtributed 16 3he. Poor. It is-well (Rid the) 
and 1 ſolemnly Profeſs that this Legacy 1s: more acceptable unto me, than if the 
"I King-my. Brother had namet] me his Heir. /; T7! 

_- After this he was rhore Joyful, and: at laſt; he ſaid; I have need of ſorne reft : be 
— Yu werry. end/joyful, and mu the reean:rimeddue. Having thus ſpoken, the: laid him- 
ſelf down gmpona Bed chat was'neer 3idvhere:' (as they;judged). be lay: fieeping, but 
was indeed! faln a fleep ww the Lord, withois the leaſt Gigniof any; previous! indifÞo- 
lition , and when they were about to awake him, to their great admiration, found 
hun deact. -1. This Nazragie.the Queer: of Neway did/oglare her {elf to. Fredtrick the 
cecond; Prince Elector Palate, when be lay lick at Faris, and it was-icommuni- 
cared by awartly Gentleman, Mr. Huberthi Thomas, a Counſellor t& cliefaid Frede- 
derick, who. was preikne;at this Relation af the Queens; from whom Dr. River had 

it, Who hath fer it down. ict ab-Epiitle to bieArother. :/.;, | CIP OOE! 
_—There was a Famous Chriſtdan in Semdantrcalled Fobn Stewart, Provift- of Aire, 
who from his very younger Years was much inclined co-Piety. - He/had a conſide- 
rable Eſtate left him. by;his —_— Bur) conſidering the-/great ſtraits and meceſli- 
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rous condition. of many. good People that he 'knew in the Countrey, and from his © 
Ipve to Fefirs Chriſt and his Truth, upon deliberation- he called them together in — 
Edenburg, and having ſperit ome! time "in Prayer, be took rheir ſolemn Promiſe, — 
that what he-was about to:do they ſhould not reveale fo long as he hved. He faid, — 
he knew the'ſtrans chat many of them were'in to hold up their Credit, and there- 
fore he had broughe a little mony to lend to each of them ; yer {o, as that they — 
ſhould never offer w- repay. it, nll he required the fame. -. © -- 
- Some time after he had diſtributed this Mony, ' the Phgue having been mach in 
" or, and they by Trade decaying, himſelf fel} under ſome-ftraits, and fore Pro-: 
fane Perſons m the place began-tomake it "their ſpot, ſaying, that . Religion had 
made him poor, -and his giv your Hear to others, hike a Fool; made him now went 
it himſelf : The Profeſfion and t of _—— on:had been always dear to this good 
Man, which made him refolvs for a time to leave his Canntry, and fo, borrowing 
a little Mony\ he went overmto Fraxce, /and- coming into Rochel, he found that 
Salt and cehar Commodines were very Cheapy«becaiile ofwlong time hey -hadhad — \ 
no Trading : 'heyeupon hs adventured to-Ftaught -a Ship upon. his Credit, which — 
when he haddone and ſent iraway, he himſelf came rhe/heareſt way into- Exglanid, — 
and from thenCe'tOo Are, expecting the. retuyigof bis Ship. -- Bur atter long waiting, — 
he was informed far certaing hat lis Ship was'raken by the Turks, which becam- 
a matter of great grief tohim; not becauſehe Þzew not $09- 1d be abaſed, as well 
as bow to abound: Bur, fearing that the Mouths of wicked:Men would now much 
more be opened, to reproach the Profeffion.of Religion, which made him, for ma- 
ny days ke2p to-his Chaniber. - Ar length £ Maidthar had heard-among the People 
that Fohn Stewards Ship was Arrived in the Road, came running in , and cryed ar 
the Door, that his Ship was come. ' But he;' deing at Prayer, would noe ftir till 
he had done ſerving his Maftey, -and then wentforth, and {aw- that it wasa Truth. 
_ But as a further: occaſion of "Exerciſe to hum, thete was a worthy Chrittiady, ' and 
an Intimate of this [ fobw Kenedy, ) who'for rJoy, , hah gon Gr in. a. ſmall. Boat 
to the Ship; bur afuddain Storm anfng, te TSR the Ship,.and in 
the Judgment of all char lookel} ori; he and vir wate! devdhied by the Seas: 
; Yea, the Starmiencreaſed 18: fach an' cheilzbeſ. ba» rhey ſeared. the lo of che Ship 
alſo, which did © deeply affedt his grackus Man, thar, retiring into hisChamber, 
he would: be\ſeers by 'none?fbrthree days. Butr" ar14ſt, coming : forthy-he-went to 
viſit the Widdow'/( as he fi J of-his Frledds Bue whill in chat Famil 
oy were: mneually wicheiling! tons F' ' Kiknedy" came 'in among che, 
who had not keen caſt awzy'(aswasfo dn Hows ſtrange Providence had 


been. driven: far away to another part of rhi 1 Hear irtany 'Moetcies mer ar 
once : He vendet his Commodities in the'S8tijp; with which-he-payed allhis Debs, 
and had Twenty Thoufand Marks over'!th'; :" Thusthar Wea” that was caſt 


upon the Wars, after. Dis agar, er. aſain ad bf _—_ devices the libe- 
TL Mews fer pr — | = 

—- This: Fob# Swyclert when he dame to dye) lſwEriends ſrlnding, dans him, he oft 
exhorted them'to'be burble:qand concertiaghhimſelf teraid, It may: be ſome of 
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ration ) they'{pared their Lives; ines chat Hangerand Gold would 
ſoon kill them. Afterwards g onart the Foot ofa River that runs into the Zick- 
each, another Company of Borg etchefn, an4wonld baye them catt into the Ri- 


Yer 


Cs 


214 Providences, Strange and Extraordinary. 


ver. This Godly Woman, nothing diſmaied, asked only a little forbearance whilit 

_ ſhe prayed. And as ſhe lay nakedupon the Frozen Ground, ſhe reſolved notto go 
\... her ſelf ro ſuch an un-juſt Death. They called her and ſhe refuſing to come, They 
Kj dragged her by the Heels along that rugged way to the River, to be caſt in with 
; the reſt of her Company. But ſhe turning on her Knees ſaid, you ſhould ( 1 am 
ſure ) be Chriſtians, and men Ice youare. In taking away onr miſerable Lives, 

you will do us a Pleaſure. But know as we never wronged you nor yours. Re. 

member that you muſt dye alſo your ſelves, and give an account of this Cruelty 

.to the great Judg of Heaven and Earth, Hereupon an Irs Prieft, then preſent, ſaid, 

_ Let us not take away their Lives, butwe wilt putthem into the Zand in this Lake, 

and a Boat being in the River, they pur all cheſe Eight naked Perſons, and deſtj- 

rute of all Food into it; and carring them into the land, left them there. After four 

days of their being there, ſorhie of the Company dyed of Hunger and Cold ; but 

neither this Woman nor any of her Children ; For ſhe lived by Faith upon the 

Word of God, and not by Bread enly. The day after two of her boys crept a ſide 

and found the Hide ofa Beaſt at the Root ofa Great Tree, which the Mother and 

mey Endeavyoured tocaſt over them, there lying upon the Snow. The next day a 

lictle Boat paſled by, whomſhe requeſted, for Gods Sake tocarry them our of that 
deſolate Place ; But they being Iriþ would not. Then ſhe begged a hetle Bread of 

them, They faid they had none ( keing Fire in the Boat ) ſhe begged a cole 

of Fire ofthem, which they gave her. And fo with ſome Chips, they made 

a Fire and the Boyes, taking a peice of the Hide, laid it upon the Coals, and began 

to knaw the Leather. But this, without an extraordinary ſupport, could do them 

little good. | | 

_ —-Thenthey continued ten Days without any viſtble means of Delivery, and this 

good Woman profeſſed that it was by Faith and Joy inGod, that ſhe fo lived. Nor 

had they any Food butlce and Snow, . nor Drink but Water ; yet ſhe thought that 

God put more nouriſhment into them than ordinary, for ſhe found them Clammy. 

Gods Providence ſo orderedit, that the next day a Boat carried them out to the 

ſide of the Ban&Water,where yet they had Periſhed,but that ſhe conld not endurety 

ſee her Children dye in her ſight :/and tho her two Boyes were young,. and fo ſtar- 


ved that they were ſcarce able.to go, yet ſhe them to go out of her fight, 
ſeeking ſomes fire,- and ſhe bad:them to hold their Faces to- 


ſafery, 

dogs prey- 

-were much 

in ſuch a Condition. )) One 
the Children withouc 
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at the very Brink, this alſo was ſuggeſted :, were it not 
pon, turning 2 little afidie, he fell down'to prayer, and ere he had done, 
bis-Reaſon and U were Reſtored to kith, with Peace of Conſcience, and aſſurance. of 
Pardon in as large a meaſure. as ever in his Life ke enjoyed it befÞge, to the great Joy and Comfort 
of his Wiſe and Friends, ,', -,.,- aps m A 
\ Tha End of thi Second Part. 
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PHILIPPVS SIONEIVS Fg Att: obiit Api 1586. 
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The Life and Death of Sir Philip Sidney, who Died An. Ch. 1586. 
IR Philip Sidney, was the firſt born Son of Sir Henry Sidney , who was a Mah 
ofan excelleat wit, large Heart and converſationz and ſuch a Governoar,- as 
ſought not to make an end of the State in himſelf, but to planthis ownends in 
the proſperity of his Country 3 witneſs his ſound Eſtabliſhments both in ales 
and Ireland, where his memory is deſervedly grateful unto this Day. His 
His Mother was Daughter tothe Duke of Northumberland; and Siſter to the Earls —_ 
A a of 
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The Life and Death 


Fame had, Oc. 


His Travails, Aillance that, Revercdid Languet , ” tioned ? honout ſake in Philip S; 


of Warwick, and Licefter : She was by nature of a large ingenious Spirit, whence, as 
it were, even racked witch native ſtrength, ſhe choſe rather to hide Her {clf from the 
curious eyes of a delicate time, than to cone upon the ſtage of the World with any 
pane of diſparagement: The miſchance of ſickneſs having caſt ſuch a kind of. veile 
OVCT- ex excellent += z as the modcky of that Sex doth many times upon thihr na- 
tive, 2nd Heroical Spirits. By this it appctits that his Deſcent was apparently Noble 
oh ſides. Yew, and it may probably ( gathered, that this clearneſs, of his Fa- 
thers Judgment, and the ingeniouſneſs of his Mothers, brought ſo happy a temper in 
this well mixt Off-ſpring of theirs 3 who as he was theiv firſt born, ſo was he not the 
contraction, but the extenſion of theit ſtrength, and the very aim, and perfe&t Type 
of it. . 


_——— A Noble Man of Eminent Parts, that was brought up with him from his Child- 


hood, gives this Teſtimony of him ::T (faith he) tho I knew bits from'a Child, yet I ne- 
ver knew him other than a Min * With ſuch a ftaidneſs of mind, lovely, and fimiliar gravity, 
as carried grace and reverence above greater years. His talk was profittble, and bis very play 
tended to the enriching of his mind : So that even his Teachers found ſomething in him to 0b- 
ſerve ahd learn, above that #hbith they had wſually real, or tamght : bi mence, by 


Nature and Induſtry, made bis worthy Father ſtile bim, Lumen Familiz : The Light of 


bir F amily., 


's 
Arcilia, leixritd uſque*#dIniraculum, Learned, evde toa mirkcle 3 whe wilely ride 
dangcrs at home from Rome and Spain, went abroad, and fetled at Frank ford, where 
he was intertained Agent for the Duke of Saxony, and an under-hand Miniſter for his 
own King, He lodged in Wechels houſe, the Printer of Frankford, where Sir Philip in 
his Travcls, chanced alſo to become a Gueſt. This ingenious old mans fulnelſs of 
knowledge, travelling as much to be delivered of abundance by teaching, as Sir Phi- 
lips rich Nature and induſtry, thirſted to be taught , and manured by him. This 
Harmony of an humble Hearer, and an excellent Teacher, {o equally pleaſed them 
both, as out of a natural deſcent bothiin Love.and plenty, the Elder grew taken with 
a Net of his own thread, and the YO was. tagght to lift up himſelf by a Thread 
of the ſame ſpinning : Soas this Reverend Langwet; became a Nurſe of Knowledge to 


. this Hopeful young Gentleman, 4nd without 'any. other hire or motive than this 


Sympathy of affections , accompanjed him in tlie: whole courſe of his three years 
Travels, / { | 


_—And when the diverſity of years, and courſes 68; Life enforced theſe dear Friends 


to part aſunder , there yet paſſed;ſuch a continual courſe of intelligence by Letters 
from one of them to the other, 'a# in theirloſs there be buried many delicate images, 
and differences, between the real and large. complexions of thoſe Active times, and 
the narrow Salves of this cfteminate age: Becauſe 'in this excellent mould of their 
friendſhip, the greateſt buſineſſes of Eſtate were fg mixed with the ſweet Remiſlions 
of ingenuous good Will, as men might cafily diſcern. ia them (as in unflattering Glaſ- 

ſcs) that Wiſdom and Love, in good Spirits have” great affinity together. For a 
farther demonfiration whereof, this ſame Ro Langnet ( after he was ſixty fix 
years of age) tramed to himſelf a- journey inte: England, in the Company of Duke 
Caſimire, only to ſee that excellent Plant of his own pruning , and poliſhing : By 
which lovinz, and unexpected meeting, neither of them became loſers. At the 
Sea-fide they parted, and made many mutual Tears ominous Prophecics of their 
never meeting again. 

That worthy Prince, William of Naſſau, had long kcpt intelligence with Sig Philip 
Sidney, both by word and Letters, and that in affairs of the higheſt nature which 
then paſſed currant upon the Stages of Englaud, France , Germany , Italy, the Lows 
Conntries , and Spain 3 And this young Gentleman had, by his mutual treedom, fo 
imprinted the extraordinary merit of his young years, ipto the orgy wins and 
experience of that excellent Prince, that, as 'Sir" Fulk Grevil «(Sir Philips +htimatc 
Frierd )) paſſed out of Germany into England , meeting with the Prince of Orange in 
the Townef Delph, among, other diſcourſe , he {pake of the Gang&ous fare ,Fwhikh 
the Crown of 'England, States of Germany, and the Low+Conntrits did fiand throeeed 
with, under an ambitious, and Conquering Monarchs hand," meaning Philipthe (e- 
cord, King of Spain. | | | 

And having inſtanced in other Countries , he became to ſpeak 6f England; and @- 
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mong other paſſages, he proteſted, that if he could judge, her Majeſty of England — 
(Queen Elizabeth) had one of the ripeſt and greareſt Counſellours of Eſtate in Sir — 
Phillip Sidney, of all that then lived in Exrepez to the ttyal of which he would leave his — 
own credit engaged, untill Her Majeſiy might be pleaſed to employ this Gentleman, ei- 
cher among Her Fricnds, or againſt her Encmies. 

_- His Uncle, the Earl of Lejcefter (after Sir Philip's death, and not long before his own) 
told a great Courtier, that when he undertook the Government of the Low Countries, he 
carried his Nephew Sir Philip over with him, as one among the reſt, not only deſpiting 
his youth as a Counſellor 3 but withal bearing an hand over him as a forward young 
man: Yet notwithſtanding, in a ſhort time he ſaw this Sun fo riſen above his Horizon, 
that both he, and all his Stars were glad to fetch light from him 3 and in the end, ac- is Padence 
knowledged that he held up the honour of his caſual Government, and Authority. by and Condutt: 
him, whilſt he lived, and found reaſon to 'withdtaw himſelf from it, after his 
death. 

_— Alfo, Sir Francis Walfingham, his Father-in-law, that wiſe and a&ive Secretary of State © 
who (as the world knew) upheld Religion and Eſtate, by uſing a Policy, wiſely mixed — 
with reflections of either : For he had influence in all Countries, and an hand upon — 
all Aﬀairs 3 yet even this Man hath confeſſed to ſome great Perſonages, that his Philip © 
did fo far overſhoot himin his own Bow, as thoſe Perſons, which at firſt were friends to 
Sir philip for the Secretaries ſake, within a while became fo fully owned, and poſſeſſe 
Fog Philip, as now he held them at the ſecond hand, by his Son-in-law's native cour- 
telie, 

__ He wan great reſpe& and honor among the moſt eminent Monarchs of the time: As 
firſt with his moſt excellent Majeſty, King Famer, then King of Scotland, to whom his 
ſervice was affectionately devoted, and from whom he received many pledges of love 
and favour. 

As likewiſe with the Renowned King Henry the fourth of France, and:then of Navar, 
who having meaſured, and maſtered all the Spirits in his own Nation, found out this 
NIE among us, and uſed him as an equal in Nature, and fo fit for Friendſhip 
witha King, 

—- Alſo os gallant Prince Don Fohn de Anftria, Vice-Roy in the Low Comntries for the 
King of Spain, when this Gentleman, in his Ambaſſage to the Emperour of Germany, 
came to kiſs his hand, tho at firſt, in his Spaniſh haughter, he gave him acceſs, as by de- 
{cent to a youth, of Grace, as to a ſtranger, and in particular competition (as he con- 
ceived) to an enemy 3 yetafter a while, when he had taken his juſt altitude, he found 
himſelf ſo firicken with this extroardinary Planet, that the Beholders wondred to ſee 
what ingenious tribute, that Brave, and high-minded Prince paid to his worthz Siviog 
more honor and reſpe& to this hopefull young Gentleman, than to the Ambaſſadors of 
might Princes. - 

— Again, In what due eſtimation his extroardinary worth was, even among enemics; 
will appear by his death, For when Mendoza, a Secretary of -many Treaſons againſt 
us, heard of it, he ſaid openly, That howſoever be was glad King Philip, his Maſter, bad 
loft in a private Gentleman a dangerons enemy to bis Eſtate, yet he cond not but lament to ſee 
Chriſtendom deprived of ſo rave a light, in theſe cloudy times, and bewail poor Widow England 
(fo he tearmed it ) that having been many years in breeding one eminent Spirit, was in a monu- 
ment bereaved of him, by the hands of a Villain. 

- Indeed he was a true Model of worth : A man fit for great undertakings: For Cons yjs rare At ib- 
queſts, Plantations, Reformation of things amiſs, and what AQtion ſoever is greateſt ties: | 
and hardeſt among men 3 and withal, ſuch a lover of Mankind, and goodneſs, that 

whoſoever had any real parts, found comfort in him 3 yea, participation, and prote- 

Qion to the uttermolt of his power. The Univerſitics abroad and at home, accounted 

him a general Mecenas of Learning, and learned Men : Dedicated their Books to him, 

and Communicated every Invention, or improvement of Knowledge with him. _The — 

Soldiers honoured him, and were ſo honored by him, as.no man thought he marched — 

under the true banner of Mars, that had not obtained Sir Philip Sydney's approbation. 

— Men of Afairs in moſt parts of Chriſtendom, entertained correſpondence with him. 

Bur what ſhould theſe be ſpoken of and mentioned, with whom his own ways, and 
ends did concur ? Since his heart, and capacity were ſo large, that there was not a + 
cunning Painter, a skilful Engenier, an excellent Maſiciat, or any other Artificer of ex+* 
troardinary Fame, that made not himſelf. known to this famous Spirit, and found him his | 
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of Warwick, and Licefter : She was by nature of a large ingenious Spirit, whence, as 
it were, even racked wirh native ſtrength, ſhe choſe rather to hide Her {elf from the 
curious eyes of a delicate time, than to core upon the ſtage of the World with any 

r of diſparagement-: The miſchance of ſickneſs having caſt ſuch a kind of. veile 
ax oh excellcnt Pgauty, as the moddky of that Sex doth milny times upon thitle na- 
tive, 2nd Heroical Spirits. By this it appelits that his Deſcent was apparently Noble 
Oh ſides. Yew, and it may probably & gathered, that this clearneſs, of his Fa- 
thers Judgment, and the ingeniouſneſs of his Mothers, brought ſo happy a temper in 
this wcll mixt Off-ſpring of theirs 3 who as he was theiv firſt born, ſo was he not the 
contraction, but the extenſion of their ſirength, and the very aim, and perfe&t Type 
of it. 


_— —— A Noble Man of Eminent Parts; that was brought up with kim from his Child- 


hood, gives this Teſtimony of him ::T (faith he) tho I knew bits froma Child, yet I ne< 
ver knew him other than a Mn * With ſuch a ftaidneſs of mind, lovely, and familiar gravity, 
as carried grace and reverence above greater years, His talk was profittble, and bis very play 
tended to the enriching of his mind : So that even his Teacbers found ſomething in him to 0b- 


ſerve and tearn, above that ##bith they had uſually real, or tamght : Which Eminence, by 


His Travails, þFtiillance that, Revercfid Languet , 


Nature and Induſtry, made bis worthy Father ſtile bim, Lumen Familiz : The Light of 


bir F amily. a | | 
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Arcilia, leixrntd uſquesd miraculum, Learned, evdh toa mirkcle 3 whi# wilely forſe&ng 
dangcrs at home from Rome and Spain, went abroad, and fſztled at Frank ford, where 
he was intertained Agent for the Duke of Saxony, and an under-hand Minikter for his 
own King, He lodged in Wechels houſe, the Printer of Frankford, where Sir Philip in 
his Travcls, chanced alſo to become a Gueſt. This ingenious old mans fulneſs of 
knowledge, travelling as muchto be delivered of abundance by teaching, as Sir Phi- 
lips rich Nature and induſtry, thirſted to be taught , and manured by him. This 
Harmony of an humble Hearer, and an excellent Teacher, {o equally pleaſed them 
both, as out of a natural deſcent bothifin Love.and plenty, the Elder grew taken with 
a Net of his own thread, and the $6 wastagght to lift up himſelf by a Thread 
of the ſame ſpinning : Soas this Reverend Langwet; became a Nurſe of Knowledge to 


. this Hopeful young Gentleman, 4nd without 'any. other hire or motive than this 


Sympathy of affections , accompanjed him in the? whole courſe of his three years 
y : 


Travels, f ( ! 


_—- And when the diverſity of years, and courſes of: Life enforced theſe dear Friends 


Fame had, Cc. 


to part aſunder , there yet paſſed, ſuch a continual courſe of intelligence by Letters 
from one of them to the other, 'as in theirloſs there be buricd many delicate images, 
and diflerenccs, between the real and large. complexions of thoſe Active times, and 
the narrow Salves of this effteminate age: Becauſe 'in this excellent mould of their 
friendſhip, the greateſt buſineſſes of Eſtate were ff mixed with the ſweet Remiſlions 
of ingenuous good Will, as men might eaſily diſcern.in them (as in unflattering Glaſ- 
ſes) that Wiſdom and Love, in good Spirits have great affinity together. For a 
farther demonfiration whereof, this ſame RO Langnet ( after he was ſixty fix 
years of age) tramed to himſelf a- journey inte: England, in the Company of Duke 
Caſimire, only to ſee that excellent Plant of his own pruning , and poliſhing : By 
which lovinz, and unexpected meeting, neither 'of them became loſers. At the 
Sea-fide they parted, and made many mutual Tears ominous Prophecics of their 
never meeting again. 

- That worthy Prince, William of Naſſau, had long kept intelligence with Sig Philip 
Sidney, both by word and Letters, and that in affairs of the higheſt nature which 
then paſſed currant upon the Stages of Englaud, France , Germany , Italy, the Lows 


* Conntries , and Spain 3 And this young Gentleman had, by his mutual treedom, fo 


imprinted the extraordinary merit of his young years, ipto the ge wks and 
experience bf that excellent Prince, that, as 'Sir' Fulk Gyevil *( Vir" lips +atitmatc 
Frierd )) -paſſed out of Germany into England , mecting with the Prince of Orange in 
the TowneF Delph, among, other diſcourſe , he {pake of the Hang&ous fare ,Fwhikh 
the” Crown of 'Exgland, States of Germany, and the Low+Conntrits ſtand 'threeaftd 
with, undcran ambitious, and Conquering Monarchs hard," meaning PhilipYhe (e- 

cond, King of Spain. | | 
And having inſianced in other Countries , he became to ſpeak 6f-England., and @- 
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mong, other paſſages, he proteſted, that if he could judge, her Majeſty of England —” 
(Queen Elizabeth) had one of the ripeſt and greateſt Counſetlours of Eſtate in Sir — 
Phillip Sidney, of all that then lived in Exrepez to the ttyal of which he would leave his — 
own credit engaged, untill Her Majeſty might be pleaſed to employ this Gentleman, ei- 
ther among, Her Friends, or againſt her Encmies. > 

- His Uncle, the Earl of Leicefter (after Sir Philip's death, and not long before his own) 
told a great Courtier, that when he undertook the Government of the Low Countries, he 
carried his Nephew Sir Philip over with him, as one among the reſt, not only deſpiting 
his youth as a Counſellor 3 but withal bearing an hand over him as a forward young 
man; Yet notwithſtanding, in a ſhort time he ſaw this Sun fo riſen above his Horizon, 
that both he, and all his Stars were glad to fetch light from him 3 and in the end, ac- is Plldence 
knowledged that he held up the honour of his caſual Government, and Authority. by and Conduet: 
him, whilſt he lived, and found reaſon to 'withdtaw himſelf from it, after his 
death. 

_— Alfo, Sir Francis Walfingham, his Father-in-law, that wiſe and a&ive Secretary of State 
who (as the world knew) upheld Religion and Eſtate, by uſing a Policy, wiſely mixed — 
with refleQtions of cither : For he had influence in all Countries, and an hand upon — 
all Aﬀairs 3 yet even this Man hath confeſſed to ſome great Perſonages, that his Philip © 
did fo tar overſhoot himin his own Bow, as thoſe Perſons, which at hrſt were friends to 
Sir philip for the Secretaries ſake, within a while became fo fully owned, and poſſeſſe 
by Sir Philip, as now he held them at the ſecond hand, by his Son- in-law*s native cour- 
tlie, 

_ He wan great reſpe& and hotior among the moſt eminent Monarchs of the time: As 
firſt with his moſt excellent Majeſty, King James, then King of Scotland, to whom his 
ſervice was affectionately devoted, and from whom he received many pledges of love 
and favour. 

— As likewiſe with the Renowned King Henry the fourth of France, and:then of Navar, 
who having meaſured, and maſtered all the Spirits in his own Nation, found out this 
Maſter-ſpirit among us, and uſed him as an equal in Nature, and fo fit for Friendſhip 
with a King, 

_— - Alſo as gallant Prince Don Fohn de Anuftria, Vice-Roy in the Low Comntries for the 
King of Spain, when this Gentleman, in his Ambaſſage to the Emperour of Germany, 
came to kiſs his hand, tho at firſt, in his Spaniſh haughter, he gave him acceſs, as by de- 
ſcent to a youth, of Grace, as to a ſtranger, and in particular competition (as he con- 
ceived) to an enemy 3 yetafter a while, when he had taken his juſt a/titzde, he found 
himſelf ſo firicken with this extroardinary Planet, that the Beholders wondred to ſee 
what ingenious tribute, that Brave, and high-minded Prince paid to his worthz giving 
more honor and reſpe& to this hopefull young Gentleman, than to the Ambaſſadors of 
might Princes. 

— Again, In what due eſtimation his extroardinary worth was, even among enemics; 
will appear by his death, For when Mendoza, a Secretary of -many Treaſons againſt 
us, heard of it, he ſaid openly, That howſoever be was glad King Philip, his Maſter, bad 
loft in a private Gentleman a dangerons enemy to bis Eſtate; yet he could not bus lament to ſee 
Chriſtendom deprived of ſo rave a light, in theſe cloudy times, and bewail poor Widow England 
(lo he tearmed it ) that having been many years in breeding one eminent Spt t, Was in a mone- 
ment bereaved of bim, by the hands of aVillain. © 
i Indeed he was a true Model of worth : A man fit for great undertakings: For Cons His rare Al ih» 
queſts, Plantations, Reformation of things amiſs, and what AQion ſoever is greateſt ties: 
and hardeſt among men 3 and withal, ſuch a lover of Mankind, and goodneſs, that 
whoſoever had any real parts, found comfort in him 3 yea, participation, and prote- 
Qion to the uttermott of his power. The Univerſities abroad and at home, accounted 
him a general Mecenas of Learning, and learned Men : Dedicated their Books to him, 
and Communicated every Invention, or improvement of Knowledge with him. _The — 
Soldiers honoured him, and were ſo honored by him, as.no man thought he marched — 
under the true banner of Mars, that had not obtained Sir Philip Sydney's approbation. 

— Men of Afairs in moſt parts of Chriſtendom, entertained correſpondence with him. 

But what ſhould theſe be ſpoken of and mentioned, with whom his own ways, and 
ends did concur ? Since his heart, and capacity were ſo large, that there was not a +» 
cunning Painter, a skilful Engenier, an excellent Maficiat, or any other Artificer of ex* 
troardinary Fame, that made not himſclt- known to this famous Spirit, and found him his | 
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true Friend without hire. Indced he was the common Rendevous of worth in his 


eime. 
Yea, it will be confeſſcd by all that knew him, that this one Mans Example, and 


—Ferſonal reſpect, did not only encourage Learning and Honor in the Schools, but 


brought the affection and trueuſe thercot, both into the Court and Camp 3 © that his 
very waycs in the World, did generally add Reputation to his Prince and Country, 
by refioring, amongſt us the ancient Majeſty ot Noble and true dealing. His Heare 
and Tongue went both one way, and ſo with every one that went with the Truth, as 
knowing no other Kindred, party, or end. 


_—— Above all, he made the Religion which he profeſſed , the firm Boſir of his Life : 


For his Judgment was, that our true-heartedneſ(s to the Reformed Religion in the 
beginning, brought peace, ſafety, and freedom to us 3 concluding , That the wiſeli 
and beſt way, was that of the famous William, Prince of Orange, who never divided 
the conſideration of Eſtate from rhe cauſe Religion, nor gave the ſound party cauſe 
to be jealous or diftrated, upon any apparance of ſafety whatſoever, Prudently re- 
ſolving, that to temporize with the enemies ofour Faith, was but (as among Seagwls ) 
a {irife not to keep upright, but aloft upon the top of every Billow : Which talſc-heart- 
edne(s ty God and Man, would in the end find it felt forlaken of both, as Sir Philip 
conceived. For to this ative Spirit, all depths proved but ſhallow Fords, he pier- 
cing into mens Counſels and Ends, not by their words, Complements, or Oath, 
all barrcn in that Age, but by fathoming their hearts, and powers by their Deeds, 
and found no wiſdom, where he found no courage, nor courage without wiſdom, nor 
either of them without honeſty and Truth: The Ingenuity of his nature did ſpread 
it (lf freely abroad : None that then lived when he dyed, could fay, that he everdid 
them wrong, or harm, but many\there were that thankfully acknowledged that he 
had done them good. Neither was this in him a private, but a publick affeQion z 
his chief ends being, not Friends, Wite, Children or himſelf : But above all things, 
the honour of his Maker, "and Saviour , and the ſcrvice of his Prince and Coun» 
tr 


Y- : ho 
_ — Sir Philip Sidney ſhewed his rare wiſdom and ripe parts, in his youth and firſt im» 


ment , when he was ſent by Queen Elizabeth» of famous memory , to condol e the 
Death, and to congratulate the ſucceſſion of Rodolph to the Empire. For under the 
ſhadow of this Complement between Princes, which ſorted better with his youth than 
his Spirit, did he not, to improve that Journey, and make it a real ſervice to his So+ 
veraign, porcure an Article to be added to his Inftruftions , which (as he paſſed) gave 
him ſcope, to (ſalutethe German Princes , whe were interefſed in the caule of our Re- 
ligion, or their own native Liberty ? 


_—And tho, to Negotiate with that long-breathed Nation, proves commonly a work 


in ſtec], where many þl ows hardly leave any print: Yet did this Maſter-workman 
quickly ſtir vp their cautions, and flow Jangments to be ſcnſible of the danger which 
threatened thern hourly, by this fattal conjunRion of Romes undermining ſuperſtitions, 
with the Commanding forces of Spain, And when he ha# once awakened that cont» 
dent Nation to open their eyes, and to look up, he as eaſily made manifeſt unto them, 
that neither their Inland feat, vaſt multitude, confuſed ſtrength, wealth, nor hollow- 
ſoundipg-fame, could ſecure their Dominions from the ambition of this brave aſ- 
piring Empire ,-Howſoever, by the like helps, there had formerly bounded the Game 
Roman and .uſtrian Supremicics. 


___—Herxecalled to their Mcmories, how by this Brother»hood in evil Clike Simion and 


Hts Prudence. 


Levi } Rome and Spain had ſhed ſo much blood, as that they were juſtly become a ter- 
rour to all Governments, and could now be withſtood , or ballanced by no other 
means than by a General Leaguein Religion 4 conſtantly, and truly affirming , that 
to aſſociate by a uniform bond oh Conlcience, for the proteQion of Religion and 
liberty, would prove a, more ſolemn union , and Symbolize fax better , againſt their 
Tyrannies, than any -fatious combination in policy, League of ſtate, or other Traffick 
of Civil, or Martial humoms, could poſſibly do. 


-— The next doubttul Stage which he bad to a& upon, was grounded upon a publick, 


and ſpecjous Propolition of Marriage between oux famous Queen, and the Duke of 
Anjou : About which match, altho heſaw the great, and wiſe Men of thoſe times, 
ſuddenly carried down, and every one fiſhing tocatch the Queens humor in it3 Yer 
when he conſidered their difference in years, Perſon , Education, State; and Reli- 
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gion between them 3 And then called to mind the ſucceſs of our former Alliances with 
the French, he found many reaſons to make queltion whether it would not prove Poe- 
tical on their part : And it real, whether the Ballance ſwaied not -unequally, by 
adding much to them and little to his Soveraign ? The Dukes greatneſs being only 
in Name and poſhbility, and both theſe would either wither , or muſt be maintained 
at her coſt. HerEtftate was alfo in hand, and tho Royally ſufficient to fatishe thac 
Queens Princely, and moderate dclires, or expences, yet perchance, inferior to bear 
out thoſe mixt defigns, into which his Ambition, or necefſities might entiſe, or draw 
her. 
-— Again, Sir Philip conſidering the inconveniences, and miſchicfs which came by 
Qucen Maries matching with King Philip of Spain, tho he confeſſed that our Alli- 
ance with the French to be leſs unequal y yet even in that he foreſaw, that diverſity in 
Religion would f(t give ſcandal unto both, and in progreſs, prove of neceffity, fa- 
tal toone fide : Becauſe the weaker party here , being fortified by firong parties a- 
broad, and an Husbands nameat home, muſt neceſſarily have brought the native Sover- 
aign under a kind of Covers Baron , and thereby have forced her Majeſty, cither to 
lole the freedome and Conſcience of a good Chriſtian , the Honour of an excellent 
Princeſs, or the private reputation-of an obedient Wife. Neither could that excellent 
Lady (as he conceived ) with theſe, or any other cautions, have countermined the 
Mines of practice , whereby ( itis le )) this Prince would have endeavoured, 
to fical the change of Religion into this her Kingdom. 
_—1. As Firlt, by cavelling at the Authors,: and Fathers that upheld her Church. 
__. 2, Then by deſgracing her moſt Zealous Miniſters , through aſpertions caſt upon - 
— their Perſons, and advanceing indifferent Spirits, whoſe God is this world, the Court 
- their Heaven, and conſequently their ends, to byaſs Gods immortal Truth to the 
fancics of mortal Princes. 
__- 3+ By the ſubrile latitude of School-diſtinQions, publickly edging nearer the Holy 
Mother Church of Rome; and thercin, firſt waving , the ſounding the Peoples minds 5 
If not-with abrupt, and Spirit-fallen Toleration, yet with that javiſible Web of Con» 
nivancy, which is a ſnare to intangle great, or leſſer Flies at .the Will of Power, 
—_ 4. Eya Prjncely licentiouſnefs in behaviour and Conſcience, faſhioning Atheiſm a- 
mong her Subjects: As knowing that in Confuffion of thoughts, he might the more 
eaſily- raiſe up Superſtitious Idolatry- | $2 
__—5. By a publickdecrying of our ancient Cuſtomes and Scatutes 3 and from that ground, 
giving Proclamations a Royal vigor in moulding of Plezs, Pulpics, and Parliaments, 
after the French mode; which in our Government is a confuſion almoſt as fatal as the 
Confuſion of Tongyves. FS all | 
_— 6. By imploying no inſtruments among the People, but ſuch as deviſe to ſheer them 
with Taxcs, to ranſome them with Fines, todraw in Bondage under colour of Obe- 
dience, ſo to bring the Engliſb-People to the porertyof i the Freneb Peaſants, 
_—7. Tolift up Monarchy above her ancient Legal Circles, by baniſhing all free Spi- 
rits , till che Jdeas of native Freedom” ſhould be 'utrerhptorgocten.. 
_— 8. Alfoin the practice of this Marriage , he forcſaw and Prophefied, that the-very 
firſt breach of Gods Ordinance in- matching Her ſelf with a Prince ofa diverſe Faith, 
would- mfallibly carry with it ſome picce of the rendiog diſtiny , which Solomon and 
lore other of the Fewiſh Princes, jultly felt, ec, t 
_— The courſe which he took in this great buſineſs, was not by murmur among equals, or 
inferiours to detract from his Prince but he madean humble Addreſs of theſe reaſons 
to the Queen her (elt, tro whom the appeal was proper: So that altho he found a ſweet 
firearms of Soveraign humours in that well tempered Lady , to run againſt him , yet 
found he ſafety in Her ſelf againſt that ſeM»neſs which appeared to threaten him in her. 
For this happily bor and bred Princeſs, was not ( SubjeQ-like ) apt to conſtruc 
things, dane feverently,-in the worſt {nſec : But rather, with the Spirit of anoynted 
Greatneſs (as Created to raign equally over frail and firong ) more delirous to' find 
wayes to faſhion her People, thancolours, or cauſes to puniſh them. 
_. —Aﬀtexr this he deſtyned a Voyage, 'with Sir Francir Drake to the Weſt Indies , pur- 
poling {if God proſpered them 2 to ſertle a Plantation upon the Continent of Ame- * 
rica, and when the-Fleet was almek ready to ſet fail, he fiole from the Court (un- 
known to the Queen) purpoling to have gone along with 'it himſelf; but before he 
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could get off, the Queen being informed of - it Comtnanded- hirriback, _—_— 
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him employment, under his Uncle, the Earl of Leiceſter, in the Low Countries ; and v 
his return to the Court, was inſtantly made Governour of the Garriſon of Flaſhing, and 
for Field employment, General of the Horſe : In both which charges, his demeanour. 
teſtiticed to the World both Wiſdom and Valour, with the addition of honor to his Coun. 
try by them. 
= 6. inſtance, How like a Soldier did he behave himſelf, firft in contriving, then in 
executing the ſurpriſe of Axil ? where he revived that Ancient, and ſecure diſcipline 
of order and filence in their march : And after their entrance into the Town, he pla. 
ced a Band of choice Soldiers to make a ſtand in the Market place, for ſecurity to the reſt 
that were forced to wander up and down by dire&tion of their Commanders 3 and when 
the ſervice was done, he rewarded that obedience of diſcipline in every one, liberally, 
out of his own Purſc. 


_—Again, how providently did he preſerve the Lives and honour of our Engliſh Army 


at that enterpriſe of Gravelin? where tho he was guided by dircQions given him; 
yet whither'out out of Arguments drawn from the perſon of La Motte, Governour of 
that Town, who had a general reputation of too much worth z cither to deceive, or 
eaſily to bedeceived 3 or out of the ſtrength and importance of that place, precious 
to the ewner in many reſpe&s, the leaſt of which would redouble loſs to the growing 
Ambition of a Conquerour zor whether, upon caution given by intelligence 3or whatſo- 
ever light of diverſion elſe, he was reſolute not to hazard ſo many principal Gentlemen, 
with ſuch gallant Troops, and Commanders, which accompanied him in that flattering 
expedition. Yet becauſe he kept this ſicady Counſel in his own boſome, there was 
great labouring on every fide, to obtain the honour of that ſervice : Toall which gal- | 
lant kind of competition, he made this anſwer 3 That his own coming hither was to 
the ſame end, wherein they were now become his Rivals : and alſo he afſured them 
that he would not yield any thing to any man, which by right of his place, was both 
due to himfelf, and conſequently a diſgrace for him: te execute by others. Again, that 
by the ſame Rule, he would never conſent to hazard them that were his Friends, and in 
divers reſpe&s, his Equals, where he found reaſon to make many doubts, and & little 
reaſon to venture himſelf. | 
_Yet as a Commander, concluding that ſomething was fit to be done, equally for 0- 
bience and tryal, he made the inferior Captains, try their chance by a Die upon a 
Drum head. The Lot fell upon Sir William Brown, his own Licutenant, who with a 
choice Company preſently departed, receiving this _ from Sir Philip, that if he 
found falſhood, and not faith, heſhould preſently throw down his Arms, and yield him- 
ſelf Priſoner 3 proteſting that if they took him, he ſhould be ranſomed 7: It they broke /' 
Quarter, his Death ſhould be ſeverely revenged. 


_ On go theſe forlorn Co ies with this their Leader, and before they came into 


. the Town, found all outward ſigns exactly performed;-and when they were centred, > 


very Street ſafe and quiet, according to promile, till they were paſt an cafie recovery 
of the Gate 3 when inſtantly, out of the Cellars under-ground, they were charged both 
by Horſe and Foot: The Leader, following his Generals command , diſcovering the 
the Treaſon, threw down his Arms, and was taken Priſoner : The reſt of the Company 
retired, or rather fled towards their Ships, but were ſtill wounded, and ſome cut off b 

their purſuing enemies, till at laſta Serjeant of a Company, with fifteen more (all Sil 


. ney's men) that is, ſuch as could dic to get honour and to do ſervice for their Country, 


made an Halt, and being happily mixed of Pikes, Halberds, and Muskets, reſolved to 
dic with their backs to their Friends, and their faces totheir Enemies: They retired, or 
ſtayed as occaſion offered it ſelf, '*and were in both hotly charged both with Horſe and 
Foar, till in the end cight of them were ſlain, and cight left alive. The Serjeant was 
wounded {on the fide by a ſquare Bullet out of a Field peice, who made this brave re- 
treat within view, at laſt, and under the ProteQtion of their own Navy 3 Bringing 
home, cven in his Wounds reputation of courage, and Martial Diſcipline into 
his Country. ( 


—— Ina quarrel between theEarl of Leiceſter,and Count Hollock, (who was the Head ofaPar- 


ty againttthe Earl )how diſcreetly, did Sir Philip ballance that brave Count? when putting 


His great pru= hirnſ(clf between indignities, offered to his Soveraign, through the Earl of Leiceſter's per» 


dence. 


{on,he brought thoſe paſſionate charges, which the Noble Count addrefſcd upward to the 
Earl, by degrees down upon himſelf, where that brave Count Hollock tound Sir Philip ſo 
fortihed with wiſdom, courage, and truth, beſide the ſtrong party of tormer brlenorup 

anding 
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fanding tor him in the Counts noble Nature : Yea, though ſenſe of Honour, and ma+« 
ny things elſc, equal and unequal between them, were in appearance beyond poſſibility 
ot peicing,z yet this one inequality of Sir Philips right on his fide, made the Count 
calm y and by coming toterms of expoſtulation, did only reconcile thoſe two haughty 
Spirits, one to another, more firmly than before But withal, through himſclt wrought, 
if not a kind of Unity between the Earl of Leiceſter and Count Hallock, yet at leaſt a + 
nal ſarceaſe of all violent jealoulies, or faftious expoſtulation. 
_- Fo be ſhort, not in Complements; and Arts, but real proofs given of his ſuthciency 
above others: In a very little time his Repututation, and Authority among the ative 
people, grew fo tat, that it had been no hard matter for him, with the diſadvantage 
of his Uncle, and the diſtraftion of our Afﬀairs in thoſe parts, to have raiſed him- 
ſelf a Fortune there. But in the whole courſe of his Life, he did fo conſtantly bal- 
lance Ambition, with the ſafe Precepts of divine and moral Duty, as no pretence what- 
foever could haye enticed this worthy Gentleman, to break through the Circle of a 
good Patriot, | 

_— Now we are come to ſpeak of his death 3 whercin he ſhewed in a ſhort progreſs to 
a long home, paſſing fair and well-drawn Lines, by the guidance of which, all 
Pilgrims of this Lite may be humbly conducted into the Haven of Everlaſting 


_. When that unhappy ftand was to be made before Zwtpben, to ſtop the iſſuing out of 
the Spaniſh Arms trom a Siege z with what alacrity ſoever he went to Actions of ho- 
nour, yet remembring upon what juſt grounds the Ancient Sages deſcribe the worthicſt 
Perſons to beſt Armed, he had compleatly put on his : But meeting the Marſhal of the 
Camp, but lightly Armed, the unſpotted emulation of his heart, to venture without 
any inequality, made him caſt off his Careſfes, and fo by the ſecret influence of the 
Wiſe Gods Providence, he difarmed that part, where God (as it ſeems) had refolved 
to {trike him. 

_—— Thas they went on, every man at the head of his own Troop 3 and, the Weather be- 
ing Milty, they fell unawarcs upon the Enemy, who had made a'ftrong ſtand to receive 
then, near untothe very Walls of Zutphen. By reaſon of which accident, their Troops 
fell, not only unexpeRedly to be engaged within the level of the great ſhoe that played 
from the Rampiers, but more fatally within the ſhot of their Muſquets, which were laid 
im Ambuſh within their own Trenches. 

——Þy this ſtand an unhappy hand, out of thoſe Trenches, brake the bone of Sir Philips 
Thigh, with a Musket ſhot, above the left knee, which ſo ſhivered the bone that the . 7 
Buller could not be got out. The horſe whercon he rode, was rather furiouſly cholerick _— _ . 
than bravely Proud, zhd(o forced him to forſake the Field but not his back; which was 
the Nobleſt, and htteſt Biere to carry a Martial Commander to his Grave : In which 
ad paſſage, going along by the reſt of the Army, where his Ugcle, the General was, 
and being thirlly with exceſs of bleeding, he called for ſome Drink, which was preſent- 
ly brought him. Burt as he was putting the Bottle to his mouth, he ſaw a poor Soldier 
carried along, (who had caten his laſt at the ſame Feaſt) gaſtly caſting up his Eies at 

; the ſaid Bottle 3 which Sir Philip taking notice of, took it trom his own head, before 

he-drank, and gave it to the poor man, with theſe words : Thy neceſſity is yet greater than Compaſſion. 
mine. And when he 'had pledged this poor Soldier, he was preſcntly carrie to Arnheim 
'n Gelderland. 

©_.. Inthis place the principal Chyrurgions of the Camp attended his coming : Some 
mercenarily, ſeeking their own gain: Others out of a deſire to honour their Art 3 but 
the moſt of them, with a true Zeal (compounded of love and reverence) to do him good, 
and ( as they thought) many Nations in him. 

— When they went about to dreſs his Wound, he, both by way of charge, and adviſe, 
told them, that whilſt his ſtrength was yet entire, and his Body free from a Fever, and 

his mind able to endure it, they might treely uſe their Art 3 cut, and ſearch the bot- 
tom; For, belides'his hope of health, he would make this farther profit of his 
pains which he ſhould ſuffer, that they might witneſs, they had indeed a ſcnlible na- 
tured man under their hands, yet one to whom a ſtronger Spirit had given power a- 
bove himſelf cither to door ſuffer, 'But it they ſhould now negle& to uſe their Art, 
and renew his torments in the declination of nature, the ignorance, or over-tenderneſs, 


would prove a kind of Tyranny to their Friend, and conſequently a blemiſh to the reve- 
rend Science. 
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With love and care well mixt, the Chirurgeons began the Cure, and continued it 
ſixteen Days, not only with hope, but rather with ſuch conhdence of his recovery, as the 
joy of their hearts overflowed their diſcretion, and made them {pread the Intelligence of 
it to our Queen, and to all his noble Friends hete in England, where it was received not 


3. 


as private, but as publick Good news; | 
— Only therc was one Owl among all the other Birds, who, though looking with no lefs 


zcalous eyesthan thereſt, yet ſaw, and preſaged reaſon for deſpair, He was an cxcellent 
Chirurgion of Count Hollocks,who, alttho the Count himſelf lay at the fame inſtant hurt in 
the Throat with a Musket Bullet, yet he neglected his own extremity, to'fave his Friend, 

_— ard for that end, had ſent him to Sir Philip. This Chyrurgion (out of love to his Ma- 
{ter)' had made bold one day to return to dreſs his Wound, and whilſt he was doing 
it, the Count chearfully asked him, how Sir Philip did ? and being anſwered, with a 
heavy countenance, that be was not well : At which words this worthy Prince (as hav- 
ing more ſenſe of his Friends wounds than his own) crycd out ;-AwayVillain ; never ſee 
my face again, till thou bringeſt me better News of that mans recovery \ for whoſe redemption, 
many ſuch as I were happily loſt. 

——Now atter the ſixteenth day was paſt; and the very Shoulder-bones of this delicate 
Great aſfiiti- Paticnt were worn through his skin, with conſtant, and obcdient poſturing of his body 
on. to the Chyrurgions directions 3 He judiciouſlly obſerving the pangs which his Wound 

ſtzng him with by fits, together with many other $ ymptoms of decay, but few or none of 
recovery, he began rather to ſubmit his body to theſe 4rtiſts, than any farther to believe, 
or truli to them, - During which fuſpence, he one morning litting up the Bed cloths for 
change and eaſe of his body, ſmelt ſome extroardinary noiſom ſavour progeeding from 
kim, diffcring from the ſmells of Oils and Salves 3 and either out of natural delicacy, 
or at tealt, his care not to offend others, grew a little troubled at it : which they that 
{ct by, perceiving, befought him to let them know, what ſuddain indiſpoſition he felt ? 

— Sir Philip, as ingenuouſly told them what it was, and defired them, as ingenuouſly to 
confeſs whether they ſmelt any ſuch noiſom ſents or no? They all proteſted againſt it, up» 
on their credits : whereupon Sir Philip gave this ſevere doom upon himfelf, that it was 
ſome inward mortification, and a welcome meſſenger of Death. 
——Shortly after, when the Chyrurgions came to drefs his wounds, he acquainted them 
with thele peircing intelligences between him, and his Mortality : which though they 
oppoſed by the Authority of Books, parallelling of accidents, and other artificial proba- 
bilitjes 3 yet moved they no alteration in this worthy Perſon, who judged too truly; of 
his own eſtate, and that from more certain grounds than the vanity of opinion of er- 
ring Artificers could poſſibly pierce into. So that afterwards, how freely ſoever 
he left his body ſubjze& to their praftice upon jt, and continued a Patient be- 
yond cxception 3 yct did he not _— his mind : But as having caſt off all hope, or 
dcfire of recovery, he made and divided that little ſpan of Life which was left him, in 
this manner. | 

_ — Firſt, he callcd the Miniſters unto him 3 who were all excellent men of divers Na- 

tions, and before them made ſuch a Confeſſion of his Chriſtian Faith, as no Books, -but 
the heart can truly and freely deliver. Then defir:d he them to accompany him in 
Prayer, whercin ke craved leave to lead the Aſſembly, in reſpeR (as he ſaid ) that the 
ſecret tins of his own hcart were beſt known to himſelf, and out of a true ſenſe of 
them, he was the more properly enabled, to apply the Eternal ſacrifice of his bleſſed 
Saviours Paſſion and Merits to himſelf, -And his Religious delircs, were eaſily aſſented 
to by this humbly devout and afflicted Company z and he, in the performance of the 
Duty, howcver thcy were all moved, and much affected, and thoſe ſweet motions 
were witneſſed by their deep bghs, groans, and tears : Yet could no man eaſily judg 
ot himfclt, much leſs of others, whether theſe heavenly Raptures proceeded from for- 
row for him, or admiration of him : The Fire of this Phenix hardly being able out of 
any Aſhes to produce his equal as they conceived. 

—- Aſter a while he concluded his Zealous, and fervent Prayerz whether to give reſt 
to that frail, wounded fleſh of his, unable to bear the bent of Eternity ſo much af. 
tected, any Jonger : Or whether to abſtrat that Spirit more inwardly, and by chews 
ing (as it were) the Cud of Meditation, to imprint thoſe excellent Images in his 
Soul ; who can tcll but God ? 

_—— Not Jong aiter he intreated theſe Divines, to recal to mind what was the opinion 


of the Heathen, touching the immorcality of the Soul, Firſt, to ſce what true know- 
F ledge 
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ledge ſhe retains of her own Effence, out of the light of her (elf. _ Then to Parallel 
with it the moſt pregnant Authoritics of the Old and New Teſtament, as ſupernatu- 
ral Revclations , ſcalcd up from our Fleſh, for the Divine Light of Faith to revcal 
and work by. - Not that he wanted Information or Aſſurance :_-But becauſe this 
fixing of a Lovers thoughts, upon thoſe external beautics, -tended not only to the 
cheering up of his decaying Spirits 3 But, as it were, a taking poſſeſhon of that im- 
marceſhble, and eternal Inheritance, which was due unto him, by vertne of his Bro+ 
ther-hood in Chriſt, 

__Thenext thing that he did, was the calling for his Filt; which, tho at firſt fight ku has 
it may ſeem a deſcent from Heaven to Earth again 3 yet he that obſerves the di- 
ſtinion of thoſe offices, which he practiſed in beſtowing his own, may diſcern, that 
as the Soul of Man is all inall, and all inevery part 3 ſo was his goodneſs equally dif- 
perſed into the greateſt, and leaſt ations of his ſhort Life; which F711 of his, will 
ever remain for a witneſs to the world that thoſe ſweet and large, even dying Af- 
feRions of his, could no more be contracted-with the narrownels of pain, griet, or 
vr 2 any ſparkle of our immortality can be privately buriediin the ſhadow 
oft Death, 

_—Thelaſt Scene of this Tragedy, was the parting between the two Brethren the His Death. 
weaker ſhewing wonderful ſtrength in ſuppreſſing his ſorrow, and the ſtronger great 
weaknels in expreſſing of it, - Sofar did invaluable worthineſs, in the dying Bro- 
ther, enforce the living to deſcend beneath his own worth , and by abundance, of — 
Childiſh Tcars, bewail the publick in his particular loſs.-Yea, fo far was his true —- 
remiſſion of mind transformed into ejulation, that Sir 'Philip (in whom all carthly — 
Paſſions, did even, as it were flaſh, like lights ready to burn out ) recalled thoſe - 
Spirits together, with a ſtrong virtue, but weak voice 3 mildly blamed him for re- 
laxing the frail ſtrengths left co ſupport him in his final combate of ſeparation at 
hand. And to ſtop this natural Torrent of perfe&ion in both, he took his leave with 
theſe admoniſhing words. inte | | 

— Love my Memory, Cheriſh my Friends ; Their faith to me may aſſrere you that they are — 
boneft. But above all Govern your Will, and Afedtions, by the Will, and Word of your —- 
Creator, in me beholding the end of this world, with all her vanities. 

— The manner of his Death and the mourning for his loſs," his Exequies- and Epis 
taphs made upon him , ſee in a brief account (given of his 'Life'and Death in my tit 
Volume of Lives, page 35 in the third Alphaber. | 
— After his death the States of Zra/and became Suitors'to hex Majeſty and his Nobfe 
Friends, that they might have the Honour of burying His Body at the Publick charge 
of their Government. - A memorable Example of Thanktfulneſs, by honouring , and 
well handling the Dead, to encourage the living: Which Requeſt, had it been gran- 
ted, the Reader may pleaſe to conſider what Trophies, it is likely , they would have 
erected over him tor Poſterity to admire , and what Inſcriptions would have been 
deviſed for Eterniznig his memory. a be 
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A brief account of the Life and Death of Sir Charles 
Coot, who dyed, Anno Chriſt. 1642. 


A IR Charles Cont was a mart of War from his youthz For ( as Fines Moriſon te is bred 2 
in his Triſþ Chronicle tells us ) he came into Treland, a C2piain in Queen Eliza- Soldier. 
beths Reign , Anno Chriſt. 1601, September the fourth : And did brave, and me- H's Valoar. 

morablc ſervice againſt the Earl of Tyr-owen, and his Adhercnts. And thoſe Wars be- 

ing ended, as the Lord made him inſtrumental to promote peace, fo was he as vigil- 

ant to preſerve, and continue it afrerwards. Many combinations of Thzeviſh Crews, His Prudetr-e. 
and Trayterous Conſpiracies, in the Province of Conmaxght, and in the confinesof VI- _ 
fer, he diſſipated 3 making ſome of the moſt notorious Offenders, by exemplary pu» His Juſtice« 
niſhment, a terror to the reit: And on the other hand, delivering the poor innocent from 

fuch as were too firong for them, 
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__———H: brake the Jowns of the wicked, and plncked the ſpoil out of their Teeth. The bleſſing 


He 1s envicd. 


Ks Converfion 


M:niſters loved 


of them that were. ready to periſh came wpon him, and he cauſed the ſtrangers beart to ſing 

for joy. He puton Righteouſs and jt clothed him, and his Fudgment Was a Robe, a Diadem, 

Job. 29. 12, 13. 14+ Many years Tpgether did he ſhine as an eminent and bright far 

10 the Trip Horizon. He was nothing daunted , or diſcouraged with the falſc Aſper- 
lions of ſome, or with the weak, and fooliſh credulity of others. For he knew, that 
as the ſhadow follows the body of ſuch as walk in the Sun 3 ſo dothenvy attend worth 
and virtue. In Sole ambulanter neceſſario umbra ſequitur , In honore & Dignitate viventes 
Invidia comitatur , (aith Maximus. 

B:fore the eruption of the Iriſh Rebellion, it pleaſed God to viſit him with fick- 
nels, and thereby to convince him of his fins, and of his need of a Saviour, And 
upon his recovery he ſent for ſome Spiritual Phyſicians, to whom he ingenuouſly 
opened the Eftate of his Soul, and took their Counſel what he might do to procure 
Pardon and Reconciliation with God, and he had fully obſerved what they ſaid, agd 
as carefully put it in praCtice to the everlaſting good of his Soul. For he was obſer» 
ved ever-atter, tobeavery conſiant and. duc reforter to the Publick Ordinances, and 
a large contributer towards their maintenance, having in high eſteem the faithful Meſ- 
ſcngers of Jeſs Chriſt, tor their work:ſake, and expreiling fingular aftcctions to the 
generation of Gods people. , 

—— He was like unto Cornelizs, that famous Centwrion, frequent in Prayer, and abun- 
dant in Alms-deeds. His Noble proweſs rendred him terrible to his Enemics round 
about, and the Lord of Hoſts made him, very ſuccestul in his undertakings. For as 
David faid of Fonathan : From the Blood of the Slain, and from the fat of the Mighty 
bis Sword returned not empty. His rare dexterity in animatiag and encouraging lis Sol- 
diers, his winning demeanour, affable and ſcaſonable Speeches, and his Prudcat or* 
dering his affairs, made. him great among his Pcople, and accepted (with Mordecai, 
Heft. 10. 3: ) of the multitude of his Brethren. : For all ſaw that he ſought the welfare 
of his Nation, and put his life in his hand ro procure their ſafety. 

——After the breaking out of that hozrid Rebellion, which began Ofober 23. Anno Chriſt, 
1641. prefently the Szate-at Dublin had intormation that the delign or the Enemies 
was to beſiege Drobeda , whereupon, they preſently fent all the torces , which could 
then be. poſlibly raiſed, to the tirengthening of that Garriſon, after whoſe departue, 
they had no conſiderab]eyſtrepgth left, in Dublin tor the detence of that City, which 
was the Mctropolis of the Kingdom, and which being lofi, all had been loſt with 
it 5 and ſom1e'ot thoſe which they had, were Perſons little to be contided in, 


_—— The numexous and ſubtile Enemics being quickly intormed hereof, preſently drew 


Prayer preva- 
lent. 


together all their Rrength, and - hegirt the City round, In this forlorn, and almoſt 
deſperate condition, ſome of the . Miniſters preſſed the Council davly for a Publick 
Falt, as the oaly remedy left unto them : But it could not be obtained (through the a- 
verſneſs of foe who ſhould have been moſt forward in fuch a work) till the twelfth 
of November following, : And it pleaſed God that very Evening after their General 
Humiliation, to give them a ſignal, and gracious return to their Prayers 3 whereby 
they were experimentally taught, that their beſt weapons were ( as Saint Ambroſe 
ſpeaks -)-preces & Lachrime : Prayers and Tears, 


_— For as the Spirit of God came upon Othniel, and raiſed him up todeliver Iſrael in 


A ſpecial Pro- 
vidence, 


their deep ditrels. ( Fudg 3» 9 10, ) when they crycd unto him: $0 did the Spirit of 
Magnanimity and fortitude, ſuddenly falf upon this Noble, and magnanimous Sena+ 
tor, and ancient, , expert ' Soldier, who had long before that day, been aged and de- 
crepit by rcaſon of ſickneſs, hardly able to ſet his Feet to the ground, Yet in the 
mighty ſtrength of God he went in to the Council-Table, and tendred his ſervice to 
go forth againlt the Enemy, accounting and eſtceming it ( as he told them) mox 
Eligible and dcfirable todicin the Field, than to be ſlain within.their Houſes. © 
___This motion was no leſs acceptable, than it was ſeaſonable:; But ſome judged that 
it would prove abortive, ſaying., The good mans Spirit is willing, but his Body is too 
weak for ſuch a work. - Others demanded where, he would have Men for the ſervice? 
But che preſent and preſſiag exigences would admit of no long conſultations, 


_—— The State knew his priſtine valour , commended his preſent reſolution , and pro- 


miſcd him their ready and belt aſſiſtance, at this timc he only was lcft of all the an* 
cient worthies who had been ingaged in the Wars of Ireland, whom time had ei- 
cr worn out, or age and infirmitics had diſabled from ſuch an undertaking : But 
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the Lord renewed his ſtrength as the Eagles. -For when he heard the rueful and — 
doleful outcrics, and beheld the prodigious, and never cnouzh to be lamented mi- 
ſeries of the ſiript and ſtarved Englihh, which ſurpaſſerh all expreſſion, he was ex- 
ceedingly moved in his Spirit, and prayed unto the Lord to endue him with ſtrength 
from Heaven, that he might be able before he dyed to give three or four defeats to 
thoſe bloody and barbarous Rebels, who were the Authors of fuch great Indignirics, 
and of the numberleſs, and nnconceivable ſufferings of an innocent and helpleſs 
Pcople. 

__—This Prayer the Lord hearkencd ard affented to : For immediately of weak he be- mis Fairy, 
came ſtrong, and to the admiration of all men, he went forth in confidence of the 
aſſiſtance ot Almighty God, and by Faith put to flight thoſe that roſe up againſt him, 
ſo that all could not but ſce and acknowledged, that the Lord was with him. -For — 
having received the afore-mentioned acceptance and encouragement from the State, 
he went forth, and with all ſpeed took up all men which came next to hand, moſt 
of which were ſuch as had been ſtripped, and half ſtarved, and that never had bcen 
trained to the Wars. Theſe be lcd torth, to the number of ſeven Hundred (at the 
moſt) into the County of Wicklow, where the ſtrength of the Enemy was then con- 
centred, and there he charged, and fell upon them: At the firſt encounter his raw 
Soldiers were diſranked, and put into ſome confuſion 3 But he with admirable skill 
and dexterity, ſoon rallied them together again fell upon the Enemy, and by Gods 
ſpecial aſſiſtance routed them , and returned with the loſs of any one man, exceptinz 
one only, whom himſelf ſhot as he was running over tothe Rebels. 

——This mercy ſeemed to the Proteſtants in Dublin no leſs than a ReſurreQion from 
the dead , and afforded them cauſe and matter of joyful thankfulneſs to Almighty 
God the giver of Victories. By it alſo they were animated and encouraged to con+- 
tinue their weekly dayes of Faſting, Prayer, and Humiliation, unto which they had 
an exceeding great concourſe of the -Engliſh in their Congregation : And as Foſuah 
and 1/ſ7ael prevailed, whilſt Moſes held up his Hand: So as long as they continucd in 
Publick Prayers and (upplications, their Armies prevailed abroad till they became Ma- 
fiers of the Field, during the ſpace of a whole year and an half. 

— After that firſt ation Sir Charles Coot went out again with his party, took and 
burnt Claneart , a place neer to the City of Dublin, which the Encmics had filled with 
Rapine and Blood; He took in alſo the Garriſons of the Nazs, and Trim: He cx- 
pel'd the Rebels out of the Navan. And laſtly he encountered with the whole Body 
of the Enemy at Kilrzſh, where he fought a pitch't Battel with them , and routed 
their vaſt multitudes, and would have purſucd them farther it he might have had his 
will, with ſuch heat and vigour : But he was commanded back : And now the 
number of his deſired Victories being made up, with ſome overplus. in his laſt battle 
ncer unto Trim, hc was ſlain, being ſhot (C as it was verily believed ) by one of his 
own Party, into the body, having 3 little before, with three or four Troops of horſe, yis death. 
chaſed three or four Thouſands of the Enemies for the ſpace of two Miles, and left a- 
bout four hundred dead upon the place. 

—— Thus dyed this Honourable Patriot, and Noble Champion in the Lords work, 
and Victorious, in the fixty fifth year of his Age, wherein (as Cato Major faid of Q. 

Maximus ,) Hic Bella gerebat ut Adoleſcens , cum plane grandis efſet, He warrcd in As 14:11 
his old age, as ifhe had been a young man. He was like Caleb tor ſtrength, as able ©". -— 
for the War, both to go out and come in, as he was in the day when he was firſt 

ſent over into Ireland, having a quarter of an hour before his Death , ſlain with his 

Sword, a Rebel of a great Stature, hand.to hand. 

— The greatneſs of the Adverſarics rejoycing at the fall of this great Man, fhewed 
the greatneſs of the Proteſtants lo(s, in the loſs of him. - But nothing befel him, but 
what hath bcfallen the deareſt of Gods Servant. Sampſon is reckoned in the Catalogue 
of Believers ( Heb. 11. 32.) who flew more at his Death than in all his Life : Yet he 
periſhed among the uncircumcized Philiſtians. By the the Sword of the Philiſtines 
gracious Fonathan afterwards fell upon Mount Gilboa , which occaltoned much re- 
joycing to 1ſraels unplacable Enemies. Faithful Uriah, was alſo betrayed by Foab 
at the Kings Command, and cut off by the Sword of the Children of Ammon. Yea, 

Godly Foftab, to whom there was none like, before or after him, among all the Kings 
of Fudab, yer was he flain by the Sword of Pharaoh Necho. The Sword devoureth 
one as well as an other: Andall things talla like to all, and go man can judge of love or 
batred by all that is before him. Bb 2 | This 
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_——This Noblc Champion countcd it more cligible and honourable to die in the 
Picld fighting for his Religion, and Countrymen againſt the Popiſh barbarous Iriſh, 
than to be murthercd in his houſe by them : Wiſe men in all Ages have agreed 
npon this n7xim, which was Auguſtus Ceſars Motto, Oportet Imperatorem ſtantem mo. 
ri» This was the Noble Knights dcfire, and God yave him his option : He 
was taken away by this cligible and. honourable death 3 for he dicd on Horſe- 
back, bcing uphcld by his Son, riding behind him, till he was brought into his own 
Quartcrs. 

One thing, more was very remarkable, and thereforc is not to be forgotten 3 that 
-whilt they in Dublin continued their weekly Faſis, and Daycs of Humiliation, the 
Proteſtant Party conſtantly prevailed in the Field, and became Maſters of the Field, 
for the ſpace of a whole ycar and an half, as was hinted before : Bur ſome of the 
City Miniſters, bcing ſore preſſed with this long continued burden of keeping two 
weekly Sabbaths, as they called it, made their addreſs to the Lords of the Coun- 
cil for mitigation, Alleadging that their Enemies were well brought under : That 
their Straits and Fears were removed : That now they were become their Encmies 
Superiors, and therefore they judged that a Monthly Faſt might well ſuffice. And at 
length, their daily importunity prevailed, ſo that they were reduced to a Monthly 
Faſt. But no ſooner had they intermittcd one of their former Faſt dayes, but that the 
very next day came the diſmal and deplorable News trom the Army that Sir Charles 
Coot was ſlain. ' 

. — Theſe things were atteſted and declared by faithful Teat, D.D. then LeQturer in Dubs 
lin, in his Scrmon Preached in Chriſts-Church, Maythe 14th, Anno Chrijti 1642 ©: be- 
fore the State, and chict of the Army, at the interment of the faid Sir Charles Coot, 
Knight, and one of the Honorable Privy Council in Ireland, 
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The Life and Death of John Lamot, Eſq; who 


died AnnoChriſti, 1655. 


wn Ohn Lamet, Eſq; and fometime Alderman in the City of London, was born at Col- 
cheſter in the County of Eſſex, May the 1. Anno Chrifti 1577 . His Father was Francis 
Lamot, Son of Baldwin Lamot of Tpres, a tamous City in Flanders, who in the time of 
ercat Perſccution in the Low Countries under the bloody and cruel Duke de Alva, was 
driven out of his Native Country, ang came together with his Wife Mary, to ſhelcer 
themſelves and to cnjoy the free Profeſſion of the true Proteſtant Religion(for which they 
had Icft the fruition, and poſſcfſion of all their Temporal, and worldly goods and cn» 
joymcnts, which were very conſiderable) under the protection of that famous Nurſing- 
Mother of Gods afflicted Children in thoſe bloody times, Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed 
n:cmory, here in England, in the fourth ycar of her Reignz taken up his Reſidence 
at Colcheſter atoreſaid, where he lived many yearsin very good cltcem, and was very fors 
ward and induſtrious in ſetting up and promoting the great and uſeful Manufacture of 
making Sayes, and Bayes, firſt brought into Exgland by thoſe Exiles for the great good 
and prozit of our Nation: and God exceedingly bleſſed him, not only in his Calling, but 
in giving him a hopeful ifue. Hedicd in a good Old Age in London. 
—- Now as both theſe Parents had made Pity their chieteſt, and greateſt intereſt, and the 
His Education. free exerciſe of Religion their beſt purchaſe, ſo they were alwayes exceeding diligent 
and folicitous to ſeaſon their Children, and this their Son John clpecially, trom the very 
Credlc, with the knowledge, fear, and nurture of the Lord, and that with ſuch a bleſſed 
ſucceſs upon their godly labours, that they hereby found the ſeeds of Piety ſpringing up 
in him, which being watered by the conſtant uſe of the publick Ordinances, -by Gods 
gracc and blcihng, continued and grew up to maturity, and he never departed from it 
to his dying day, 
—— His carriage and deportment through the whole courſe of his Life, both in his general 
His holy catri- and particular Calling, and in all his Relations, was not only inoffenfive but exemplary. 
ap- in lis Foreven in his younger years, he was never given to, nor delighted with thoſe vain and 
youth, lintul ſports and paſtimcs to which youth ordinaril y is too much addicted, and fo hard to 
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weaned from. His uſual Recreation was to turn from one honcſi, or picus emplov- 
ment toanother. He was from his youth brought up to the Calling of a Merchant. and 
was alwayes very carcful, ative, and induſfirious therein» And when he had liture 
from it, or was tired with it, he would betake himſelt to reading the ſacred Scriptures; 
To learning Languages, or reading beſt Hiſtories, eſpecially ſuch as treated of the Per- 
ſecutions, and deliverances of the Church of God : And that ſhewed how the Goſpel 
was propagated and ſpread from one Country to another : All which he made(in a 
manner) his own: Such delight he took, both in the peruſal, and reherfal of the 
ſame upon all occaſions3 and yet theſe were no hindrance to his attendance upon 
the publick Ordinances, whereby he might nouriſh Communion with God at any 
time. | 
__. He uſed often to bleſs God, for that according to his carneſt- prayers, when he Thankſgr-wg- 
came firſt to London, he had kept him from bad Company, and from all allure- 
ments,and engaging occaſions of haunting Taverns, and fuch like places of Debauchery, 
whereby ſo many young men came to be ruin'd and undone, 
_—When he was grown up to ſome greater maturity of years, and grace, and of ac- 
quaintance with God, he began to Trade for himſelf z wherein his tingular care and 
punQtual exactnels in keeping his word and promiſe 3 His induſtry and-prudence in mas 
naging his affairs, was ſoon taken notice of, and he had more credit given him in his 
firlt beginning, than many who had been for ſome time Traders before him. Every 
one was ready, yea, defirous to truſt him, and to deal with him 3 which great advan- _ | 
tage he nevertheleſs uſed ſoberly and moderately, undertaking no more, than he was a + Hs Prudence, 
ble to mannage, and what he had once undertaken, he with all vigilance, and indultry a: - 
tended, following the Duties of his Calling diligently, and Gods blefling did fo accom - 
pany his endeavours, and affairs, that his Eliate encrcaſed apace, and yet he would oftcn 
ſay, that he was not haſtily rich, 
— Having thus ſpent ſome time in his wordlyaffairs, by Gods good providence and di- jj; Marriaze, 
reion he was guided to marry a Gentlewoman who had the benetit of the like goot Z 
and pious education and diſpoſition z and one that came of a Stock alſo, tryed, and 
= up under Perſccution : Her Name was Mrs. Ann Tielin, whoſe Parents alſo 
ying into England tor ſhelter, had ſetled themſelves at Canterbury. She was now the 
Widdow of Mr. David King, Merchant, when Mr, Lamot married het. 
— With this pious Conſort he lived comfortably many years, and had by her ſeveral 
gracious Children, eight in all, whereof fix (namely, two Sons, and four Davgh- 
ters) dicd in their minority- The two Dau; hters which ſurvived , the Elder Heſter, 
who was firſt married to Fohn Manning, Eſq an eminent Merchant of the City of Len= 
don, by whom (ke had three Children, but they all died before him. And after his De- 
ceaſe, ſhe was narricd to Sir Thomas Honywood, Knight, of Marks-bal in Eſſex, who lived 
Jong and happily together, much beloved and honoured by all that knew them : By him 
ſhe had ſeven Children, of whom two Sons and one Daughter ſurvived the reſt, The — 
younger Daughter (Elizabeth) was married to a worthy Gentleman, Mr. Maurice Abbot 
(Son to Sir Mawrice Abbot, ſometime Lord Mayor, and an honourable Alderman of 
the City of London, and Brother to thoſe two famous Abbots, Doctor George Abbot, Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, and Doctor Robert Abbot, the eminently Learned, Biſhop of S2- 
Tirbury ) and ſhe her (elt not long furviving, was exceedingly bewailed, for her ſingular 
Parts and Picty. Thus tho our Mr. Lamor, lett but only one Daughter ſurviving, and 
four Grandchildren, yet he lived to fee two and twenty that proceeded out of his 
Loins. 
— Mr. Lamot's firſt Wite decealing about the year, 1626. The year after he marricd #'s ſecond 
Mrs, Elizabeth Monk, the Widdow of Levinus Monk, Eſqz one of the (ix Clerks, a Gen» Marriage: 
tleman of rare Parts, and of greatexperience, and trult in State Afﬀairs in King Fame's 
his time, with her helived eighteen years, but had no ifſue by her. 
— During all this time, as he ſtill advanced, and increaſed in the ſaid Piety, Experi- 
ence, and Eſtate, fo (by Gods good Providence, and blefling upon him) he was accord- 
ingly reſpeQed, and honoured : He bore and paſſed through with credit all the chicf 
Othces in his Pariſh, Company, and elſewhere in the City and Commonwealth, and at 
laſt he was choſen Alderman of the City, _ He was alſo one of the Elders of the 
— Dutch Churchin London, in which Office he ſerved that Congregation for near thirty 
years together, with ſo much integrity, diligence, and zeal, as will not calily be paral. 
lcld, nos ſoon torgotten, ,And in all his other Offi:es he fill demeancd hnnfelf 
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_——This Noble Champion countcd/it more cligible and honourable to die in the 
Picld fighting for his Religion, and Countrymen againſt the Popiſh barbarous Iriſh, 
than to be mwrthercd in his hotſe by them : Wiſe men in all Ages have agreed 
npon this =: ixim, which was Anguſtus Ceſars Motto, Oportet Imperatorem ftantem Mo 
ri» This was the Noble Knights dcfire, and God gave him his option : He 
was taken away by this cligible and honourable death 3 for he died on Horle- 
back, being uphcld by his Son, riding behind him, till he was brought into his own 
Quartcrs. : 

_— One thing more was very remarkable, and therefore is not to be forgotten z that 

whillt they in Dublin continied their weekly Faſts, and Dayes of Humiliation, the 
Proteſtant Party conſtantly prevailed in the Field, and became Maſters of the Field, 
for the ſpace of a whole ycar and an half, as was hinted before : Bur ſome of the 
City Miniſters, bcing ſore preſſed with this long! continued burden of keeping two 
weekly Sabbaths, as they called it, made their addreſs to the Lords of the Coun- 
cil for mitigation, Alleadging that their Enemies were well brought under : That 
their Straits and Fears were removed : That now they were become their Encmies 
Superiors, and therefore they judged that a Monthly Faſt might well ſuffice, And at 
length, their daily importunity prevailed, ſo that they were reduced to a Monthly 
Faſt. But no ſooner had they intermitted one of their former Faſt dayes, but that the 
very next day came the diſmal'and deplorable News from the Army that Sir Charles 
Coot was ſlain. 

— Theſe things were atteſted and declared by faithful Teat, D.D. then LeQturer in Dub- 
lin, in his Sermon Preached in Chriſts-Church, Maythe 14th, Anno Chrijti 1642 : be- 
fore the State, and chict of the! Army, at the interment of the ſaid Sir Charles Coot, 
Knight, and one of the Honorable Privy Council in Ireland, 
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The Life and Death of John Lamot, Eſq; who 
died AnnoChriſti, 1655. 


_—— Yy0hn Lamt, Eſq; and fometime Alderman in the City of London, was born at Cyl- 
cheſter in the County of Eſſex, May the 1 Anno Chriſti 1577 . His Father was Francis 
Lamot, Son of Baldwin Lamot of Tpres, a tamous City in Flanders, who in the time of 
ercat Pcrſccution in the Low Countries under the bloody and cruel Duke de Alva, was 
driven out of his Native Country, and} came together with his Wife Mary, to ſhelcer 
themſelves and to enjoy the free Profeſſion of the true Proteſtant Religion(for which they 
had Icft the fruition, and poſlefſion of all their Temporal, and worldly goods and en» 
joymcnts, which were very conſiderable) under the protection of that famous Nurſing- 
Mother of Gods afflicted Children in thoſe bloody times, Queen Elizabeth of bleſſed 
n:emory, here in England, in the fourth ycar of her Reignz taken up his Reſidence 
at Colcheſter atoreſaid, where he lived many yearsin very good clicem, and was very for- 
ward and induſtrious in ſetting up and promoting the great and uſeful Manufacture of 
making Sayes, and Bayes, firſt brought into Exglend by thoſe Exiles for the great good 
and prot of our Nation: and God exceedingly bleſſed him, not only in his Calling, but 
in giving him a hopeful ifMuc. Hedicd in a good Old Age in London, 
—- Now as both theſe Parcnts had made Piety their chieteſt, and greateſt intereſt, and the 
Bis Education, Free exerciſe of Religion their beſt purchaſe, ſothey were alwayes exceeding, diligent 
and ſolicitous to ſeaſon their Children, and this their Son Jobn cipecially, from the very 
Cradlc, with the knowledge, fear, and nurture of the Lord, and that with ſuch a bleſſed 
ſuccels upon their godly labours, that they hereby found the ſeeds of Piety ſpringing up 
in him, which being watered by the conſtant uſe of the publick Ordinances, by Gods 
gracc and blciting, continued and grew up to maturity, and he never departcd from it 
to his dying day, 
—— His carriage and deportment through the whole courſe of his Life, both in his general 
His holy carri- and particular Calling, and in all hisRelations, was not only inoffenſive but exemplary. 
age in his For cven in his younger years, he was nevcrgiven to, nor delighted with thoſe vain and 
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weaned from. His uſual Recreation was to turn from one honcſi, or picus emplov- 
ment toanother. He was from his youth brought up to the Calling of a Merchant. and 
was alwayes very carcful, ative, and induſtrious therein. And when he had liture 
from it, or was tired with it, he would betake himfſelt to reading the facred Scriptures; 
To learning Languages, or reading beſt Hiltories, cſpecially ſuch as treated of the Per His induic. 
ſecutions, and deliverances of the Church of God : And that ſhewed how the Goſpel 
was propagated and ſpread from one Country to another : All which he made (in a 
manner) his own: Such delight he took, both in the peruſal, and rcherſal of the 
ſame upon all occafions3 and yet theſe were no hindrance to his attendance upon 
the publick Ordinances, whereby he might nouriſh Communion with God at any 
nmes yy 
__. He uſed often to bleſs God, for that according to his carneſt- prayers, when he nods: 
came firſt to London, he had kept him from bad Company, and from all allure- 
ments,and engaging occaſions of haunting Taverns, and {uch like places of Debauchery, 
whereby ſo many young men came to be ruin'd and undone. 
_— When he was grown up to ſome greater maturity of years, and grace, and of ac- 
quaintance with God, he began to Trade for himſelf z wherein his tingular care and 
punQual exactnelſs in keeping his word and promiſe 3 His induſtry and-prudence in ma= 
naging his affairs, was ſoon taken notice of, and he had more credit given him in” his 
firit beginning, than many who had been for ſome time Traders before him. Every 
one was ready, yea, defirous to truſt him, and to deal with him 3 which great advan- 
tage he nevertheleſs uſed ſoberly and moderately, undertaking no more, than he was a - His Prudence, 
ble to mannage, and what he had once undertaken, he with all vigilance, and indultry at- 
tended, following the Duties of his Calling diligently, and Gods bleiling did fo accom- 
pany his endeavours, and affairs, that his Eltate encreafed apace, and yet he would often 
ſay, that he was not haſtily rich, 

— Having thus ſpent ſome time in his wordly affairs, by Gods good providence and di- ji, Macriaze, 
retion he was guided to marry a Gentlewoman who had the benetit of the like goot 7 
and pious education and diſpoſition z and one that came of a Stock alſo, tryed, and 

rown up under Perſccution: Her Name was Mrs, Ann Tielin, whoſe Parents alſo 
ok into England tor ſhelter, had ſetled themſelves at Canterbury. She was now the 
Widdow of Mr. David King, Merchant, when Mr, Lamot married het. 

— With this pious Confort he lived comfortably many years, and had by her ſeveral zjis children. 
gracious Children, eight in all, whereof fix (namely, two Sons, and four Davgh-« 
ters) dicd in their minority- The two Dau; hters which ſurvived , the Elder Heſter, — 
who was firſt married to Fobn Manning, Eſqj an eminent Merchant of the City of Len+ 
don, by whom (ke had three Children, but they all died before him. And after his De- 
ceaſe, ſhe was marricd to Sir Thomas Honywood, Knight, of Marks-bal in Eſſex, who lived 
long and happily together, much beloved and honourcd by all that knew them : By him 
{he had ſeven Children, of whom two Sons and one Daughter ſurvived the reſt, The — 
younger Daughter ( Elizabeth) was married to a worthy Gentleman, Mr. Mazrice Abhot — 

(Son to Sir Mawrice Abbot, ſometime Lord Mayor, and an honourable Alderman of 
the City of London, and Brother to thoſe two famous Abbots, Doctor George Abbot, Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, and Doctor Robert Abbot, the eminently Learned, Biſhop of S2- zis Hue. 
lirbury ) and ſhe her ſelf not long ſurviving, was exceedingly bewailed, for her ſingular 
Parts and Picty. Thus tho our Mr. Lamot, lett but only one Dauyhter ſurviving, and 
four Grand-children, yet he lived to fee two and twenty that proceeded out of his 
Loins. 
—Mr. Lamot's firſt Wite decealing about the year, 1626, The year after he marricd #'s ſecond 
Mrs, Elizabeth Monk, the Widdow of Levinus Monk, Eſqz, one of the (ix Clerks, a Gens Marriage: 
tleman of rare Parts, and of greatexperience, and trult in State Afﬀairs in King Fame's 
his time, with her helived cighteen years, but had no iſſue by her. 
— During all this time, as he ſtill advanced, and increaſed in the ſaid Piety, Experi- 
ence, and Eſtate, fo (by Gods good Providence, and blefling upon him) he was accord 
ingly reſpeQted, and honoured : He bore and paſſed through with credit all the chicf 
Othces in his Pariſh, Company, and elſewhere in the City and Commonwealth, and at His Ofices. 
laſt he was choſen Alderman of the City, _ He was alſo one of the Elders of the 
— Dutch Churchin London, in which Office he ſerved that Congregation for near thirty 
years together, with ſo much iategrity, diligence, and zeal, as will not cafily be paral. z/; Taregrir;. 
Icld, nos ſoon torgotten, ,And in all his other Offi:es he fill demeancd hnnfelf 


uns 
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_ unblameably, being equally deſirous, and zealous to advance Picty and Juſtice, 
____ Godlineſs and Honeſty, and to oppoſe and reform iniquity, and abuſes of what 
kind ſoever. 

His holy Duties _-. For the nouriſhencnt and encreaſe of Piety in his Soul, and maintaining Commy. 
| nion with God, he was conſtant and diligent in attendance upon the publick Ordinance 
and means of Grace, not only in the Dutch Church, whereof he was made a Member, 
but alſo in the Pariſh Church wherein his Habitation was, and wherein were ſeveral 
Le&ures, which he frequented, as I my ſelf obſerved, who was his ncar Neighbour for 
many years, And in private by reading the Scripture, and mcditating therein, he 
had ſo poſſeſſed and filled his foul with an heavenly Treaſure, that moſt of his Di- 
ſcourſes, and letters to his Friends, favoured of an heavenly frame of heart, as one that 
had his Converſation in Heaven, whilſt his Commoration' was upon the carth : And he 
often exprefled a great deal of heart-grief and aſtoniſhment, at moſt mens hcedleſneſs 
and negligence about buſineſſes and duties that did ſo much and fo nearly concern the 

everlaſting ſalvation of their precious, and immortal ſouls. 
| _  —— His real piety and acquaintance with God appeared ſufficiently, as by many other di. 
His Charity. ſcovericsz fo in a ſpecial manner by thoſe ſireams of true Chriſtian charity, which 
freely, and unceſſantly lowed from him, as water from the fountain 3 or Life-hony that 
droppeth from the Combs without prething- Yea, he was not only willing and ready 
to communicate, and impart himſclt to the wants and neceſſities of ſuch as were indi- 
ſixcls, but was a great provoker, and encourager of others 'to the like duty z ſetting (all 

as it were) on fire with compaſſion that came near him. 

—— But his bounty did never run ſo freely as in thoſe times wherein any publick ca- 
lamitics befel the Church and people of God : No care, no trouble, no pains, no colt 
was then judged too much, whereby he might teltifie his Sympathizing bowels with 
them, for their ſorrows and afflitions, whether at home or abroad.__They which 
are ſtrangers to a bountiful heart, will fearce believe what ſums of money he disbur(- 
ed in worksof Charity ſince the year 1620, in the reſpeQive Perſecutions, and trou- 
bles in France, at Rochel , in the Yaltoline, in Bohemia, in Germany : And more particular- 
ly in the Lower, and Upper Palatinate : And therein, above other places, in the long con- 
tinued difireſſes of the City of Frankendale: Beſides many other Caſcs nearer home in 
England, Scotland, and Ireland : And in that cruel and barbarous Maſſacre in Piemont, 
not long before his death, when a general Colle&ion was made for thoſe poor Crea- 
tures who ſurvived that ſtorm, the Miniſter and ſome other of the Pariſh wherein he 
His Bounty, lived [ Saint Bartholomews Exchange | going to his houſe to ſee what he would contri- 

bute, and ſending up word to him, what was the occaſion of their coming, he came to 

— them, and told them that they had a Colle&ion in the Dutch Congregation for them, - 

— Where he had contributed twenty pound. _ And (faith he) the Devil hath tempted me to © 

— put you off with this Anſwer, but be hall not prevail, and therefore here is ten pound for you 

__ more upon this occaſion, This was told me by the Miniſter [ Mr. Thomas Canton ] a dayor 
two aftcr. 

— — And that God who gave him ſuch largneſs of heart and freeneſs of hand, gave 
is Prudence. himalſo wiſdomand underſtanding, to mannage and order all his affairs with diſcre- 
tion. He knew both when and where to ſpend, by which prudence he was till able 
to do more good; And he alwaysfound, and acknowledged both the Temporal, and Spis 
ritual returns, and comforts of this his Beneficence. And this made him always (as 
God bleſſed him.) to lay afide a part and portion, which: he as truly and carcfully dis 

{tributed upon the firſt opportunity, that tendred themſelves to him. 

-—— But if God was pleaſed at any time to exerciſe him with Crofles and Loſſes of any 
kind, in his outward eſtate (whereof he had his ſhare among other of Gods dear Chil- 
dren) by caſualties at Sea or Land, at home and abroad 3 in his ſeveral employments, 
or in his Relations 3 and elpecially in his body by divers great infirmities, and ſick- 
neſles, principally toward, and in the latter part of his life 3 yet in all theſe he ſhewed 

His patience. abundance of Chriſtian patience, and holy ſubmiſſion to the good hand and pleaſure 
of the All-wiſe God and. hjs heavenly Father, and merciful Redeemer : Comforting 
himſelf very much by meditating upon the Example of Faceb, Foſeph, Fob, Da- 
vid, &c. and of others of Gods faithful Saints, and Servants in all Ages, who had 
drunk - the ſarne Cup before him3z with whoſe Hiſtories he was exactly ac- 
quaintcd. 
.— He was frequent in praiſing God for his mercies extcnded to his outward m_ 
wnAO 
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who had fo long vouchſated, and continued to him the bleſſing of his light and hear- 
ing in ſuch a good and comfortable meaſure, as that thereby he could partak? of, an4 
enjoy the benefit of Gods holy Ordinances both in publick and private : And tor his in- 
ward man, that in all his troubles ard afflictions, God never long withdrew, or with- 
held his Gra#ious and Fatherly countenance from him, in Feſus Chriſt, whereby he found 
ſufficient comfort to ballance and allay all his grief, and to prevent all murmurings and 
repinings in his greateſt troubles. 
__Ta the time ot his laſt fickneſs, he did not much vent himſclf by diſcourſcs.: But re» His laſt fick- 
tired themſclves and unboſlomed his heart, and (pread his condition before the <6 
Lord in Praycr. About thre2 weeks befogse his. Deceaſe he was forely afflicted 
with the Head-ach, in extremity, and with. the Cholick, in fo much as he began 
to find ſome impatience to ſeize upon him 3 But he ſoon recollected bjs thonghts, and 
checked himfelt, laying; How often, wnd bow fervently baue I beſought tbe Lord, that be would 
be pleaſed to fit and prepare me for bimſelf, and for his eperlaſting Kiugdom 3 And why then 
Sruld. I find fault, and repine againſt bis Diſpenſations, now when he thus really and. effeiu- 
ally doth prepare me, making me by theſe very pains and tarments, to loath this wretched world 
fo much the more, and to long for my bleſſed and happy change and diſſolution, and t0 be with ** Death. 
my. Redeemer. And thus hecontinucd tor the molt part longing to be with. Feſus Chriſt, 
even to his laſt hour, which was July the 13th. 4nno Chriſti 1655. inthe ſeventy ninth 
year of his Age. | 

— When death came, he looked it in the Face without. coalernation, as of which he 

was not afraid, being implanted into Chr, and thereby treed from the laviſh tear of 
death, His Mcditations and his Specches were muchupor this ſabjec whereby be la» 
boured to tamiliarizc Death both to humfelf and others 3 knowing thatthi3 was 4 very 
effc&ual means to make us apply our hearts to wiſdom, that is to ſay, to the tear of 
God, the only Antidote againli all bafe and ſervile tears, THAT 6 #3 

- Apd as in histroubles and afflictions he ſhewed a great deal of filial Cybmiſſion $a the 

good will and pleaſure of God, bis hcavenly Father.z, fo it was a great Cp:avats and 
zcfreſhiog to all that converſed with him, to obſerve and hear, his cominual Thankfal 
Renftinbrances of Gods M:rcics and Goodaecls to the Church, whether abroad; or. at Thankfulneſ.. 
home : And to that Land or Nation wherein he lived'; As alſo-toany of his agar Re+ 
lations, or dear Fricnds, as well as to. his own Pcrfan,, This was a tixjog that hewguld 
bevitzn touching: An Argument he delighted to hear and ſpeak gf: He-would everand 
anon cry out motitcelingly. © what cauſe bave we to bleſs and praiſe our.goad and myeiful 
God, who yet orefervgh, Jeliobes in, deligers and favoxr ns, and paſſer by aud forgives aur na- 
nifold infirmittes, trangreſſions, and provecations, which are «ggrapated' by ogr grett and bymtifh 
ingratitude\ O that at the length wewould love him, believe in bim, ang walkyn bis fear and 0- 
bedience to our everlaſting happineſs, | ; 

_ — Every ycar upon the 17th of November, which was: the day when Queen Elizabeth 
came - to the Crown, that put an end tothe Maryan Pexſecution, he made 2 Feaſt - And 
b<fore it was ended He wauld ſtand up and tall his Gueſts, what caule there was of re- 
joicing upon that day for Gods &gnal mercy ſhewed to Englane, in teſtoring the Light 
of the Goſpel 3 Quenching the Fixes in Smithfield, and continuing the Peace and Liber» 
ty of the Goſpel for ſo.many years, the Number whexeof he would alwayes tell them — 
what it was. Alſo upon other occaſions of joy he woyld invite, and freely entextain — 
his Fricads, and tcl1 them that he defired their Company to eat Bread with bim before the — 
Lord (as Fethro, and Moſes did_): And would take occaſion to {peak of ſome ſignal — 
Mercics and Dcelivcrances,whereot his Memory was 2 Living Librexy,oelpecially of thoſe -- 
grand D-liveranccs, both before and fince the Reformation of Religion in Exg/aud: As — 
alld the Dcliveranccs of the Proteſtants in France, and inthe Low Countries, whereot he 
would otten Diſcourſe in fo pun&ual, and feeling a manner, as if bimfelf had been an 
Eye witgc(s, yea, a ſharer in them : Taking and uſing many Arguments from thence to 
ſtir up him{clt and others to have afcnſe and feeling of the Bonds and Miſcries of 0- 
thers, rcmembriog that themſelves are in the body : And he would ſay, that their caſe 
might have been ours : And who knows but that it may yet he? 

—-He would often with holy Admiration and Thankfulneſs take notice of this Mercy, 
that when his Father (being for Religion forced to fly for his Lite) ſtood doubtful (as 
many athers did ) whether he (hpuld repair for ſhelter, to Frankendale in the Pal atinzre, 
or into England,God was plcaſcd todirect,and incline his heart to make choice of England 

for his place of Refuge : And this Mercy was much heightned, contidering che - Ca= 
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lamities and .miſeries that that place and Country afterwards fell into. And this made 
him to have the greater fcllow-feeling of their calamitics, wherein himſelt and his 
might have been involved : whereas on the contrary, God had not only kept him and 
his in peace and ſafety, but had exccedingly bleſſed him in his outward Eſtate: And 

this made him very mindful and careful to ſend them relicf upon all occaſions. 
Together with all theſe eminent Graces, God had likewiſe endowed him with a large 
portion of Wiſdom, Judgment, and Underſtanding, in many things of moment and 
importance, grounded upon much experience, obſervation, and practice of his own, for 
which he was deſervedly much eſteemed by men of no ſmall place, and account : He ſtill 
brought out of - his Treaſwry things both New and Old; and knew how lo pertinently to ap» 
ply, produce, and compare the ſame, that it was a great plcaſurc, and no leſs profit to 

hear him diſcourſing of the ſame. | 

- His pious and indefatigable care and pains which he took in —___ g up his Children, 
and governing his Family in the fear and admonition of the Lord, was in part hinted 
before. And truly his conſtant endeavour was to bring them into acquaintance, and 
communion with God, and to make them to ſtand in a filialaweot him: He called fre- 
quently upon them to read and meditate, and delight themſelves in the word of God : 
To be well grounded, and fetled in Religion, that they might not be carried about with e« 
very wind of Dotirine. . As alſo he admoniſhed them to fly and ſhun all Idle courſes, 
company, and dalliances. .To be painful, careful, and diligent in the Duties of their 
perticular Callings, and Imployments :_To be exact and —_— all their Afﬀairs : So- 
wels of pity and com- 


in iced : That they ſhould be cheerful and ready to Communicate to all ſuch : 


+ To be 
loving and helpful one to another 3 Obedient to all good Orders 3 Submiſhve to Magi- 
ſtrates and to all in Authority z ReſpeQtul to Miniſtry; Civil and Upright in their deal- 
ings withallz And watchful at all times; to be in a readineſs whenſoever the Lord ſhould 
call them hence, to give -an account of their Steward(hips, &c. And he would tefl 
them, that in all theſe things he exhortcd them to no more than himſelf endeavoured 
daily to pradtice before their Eyes, ,- And that the great care which he had, both f61 
their Souls and Bodies might remain with them after his Deccaſe, not long before he di- 
ed he left this Letter to his Daughter and Grand- Children for their Inſtruction, | 
— Beloved Danghter, Dame Heſter Honywood, and Beloved Grand- Children Maurice Abbot, 
and Elizabeth, Thomas, John Lamot Honywood, I do wiſh you all the bleſſing and peace of 
God the Father, and of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, bis dear $ on, out $ aviour and Redeemer: And that 
his fear and love may be ſo rooted, and grounded in you, that it may knit ,and bind your bearts 
togethir in love and amity, as my heart bath been to every one of you z ever praying for you all, 
that God of his mercy wonld bleſs you all, and plant bis fear in your bearts, and unfeigned 
faith in Chrilt Jeſus in your ſouls. | 

—1 defirethat no ſtrife, nor envy, nor grudging ariſe abont the dividing of the Eſtate which the 
Lord of his mercy hath lent me. For I ſetled my L and after prayer, by the beſt Counſels and ade 
viſe I could : And my perſonal eſtate I bave by Will (after Prayer) to the beſt of my chill, in all 
good Conſcience, as equally drawn it as T could , ſo I would, after I am dead, have you receive it 
from God, with a thankful and contented mind, and pray to the Lord to bleſs it to you, and every 
one of you to bis own Poſterity, 1 having been by Trade a Merchant ;, what by Gods bleſſing I 
have advanced, I have endeavoured, and laboured 10 gain it boneſtly, and to keep faith, and a 
good conſcience alwayes, ever acknowledging that theſe following Parties had a ſhare in my E- 

tate, as in all other mens, viz. The Commonwealth, the Service of God, the Miniſters, and 
the poor Members Chriſt ; of whom, as T have endeavoured to be careful, ſo would 1 have every 
one of you to be zealous for the ſervice of God, heartily affeftionate to the poor Members of Chrilt3 
And to give, with the Relief, a comfortable word, when occaſion permits. 


John Lamot. 


A Good Name is better than precious Ointment : And the day of death, than the day of ones Birth, 
Ecclel 7.1. 
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T's certain that the Light of Natfre; and-of Greece allo;-hath ever fer an 
high y4lne upon the Memories of all jſt andworthy mert; ſuch as have 
honoured and bleft the World by their Aving 4#+ it ; as we' fee proved and 
illuſtrated by the ingenious # ritings of (everal Learned and Great Men, 
both in the and the Chriſtian World ; belides what we ce ber- 
ter diſcovered and confirmed inthe facred ext, where it is (aid, The neme 
of the wicked ſhall rot, but the memory of the Juff is blefſed. Nature favs, 

That the good Lives of men merit praiſe and an open acknowledgment ; thereby to 
» draw others to the {ame perfettions, thereby ro rve the vale of Mankind, and 
to better the circumſtances of an idle impertinent World, with the good of King- 
doms, States, Towns and Families :- Grace ſays, That nothing is ſo good, ſweet, and 
pleaſing, both in Life and Death, 4s to imitate the deur Jeſus, and to copy out the bleſ- 
ſed Rules of the Goſpel; to the confirmation of this we may draw in all that is at- 
firmed in who/e Divinity, or treated gn in the holy Bible ; Referring ro-the caſe in 

— hand, It was well aid by a Worthy Divine, That it # barbarous Inhumanity in Nature, - 

— injurious Detrattion in Morality, and wilful diſobedience in Divinity, to bury the Me- 

mory and Reputation of thoſe in ſilence and obſcurity, whom the Lord by the manife#4- 
tion of his Grace hath raiſed to emineney,. and exalted above the Standard of the World : 

or What is humane in Nature, ot praiſe worthy in Morality, or commanded iti Di> 
vinity, but what belongs to good and holy Living ? Then certainly we may make 
bold to careſs the Memory of him who bears our Title, Sir Nathaniel ages 54 
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a Perlon not fit to be mentioned without a Preface, being fo eminently Religions 
and mich to be Honoured ; as we ſhall ealily ſee, if we ſearch into ſome only of the 
molt »:emorable pallages of his Birth, Life, and Death. 

oth--Natural and Divine : Natural, Thus : 
He was born in S 4in-char- | mamiigs v9 x hundred eighty and 
eight ; A year that Everaciervesto be wither. of Gold; a year in which 
the Pope and the Spathin ed ro hay ag ot he Lives of the Engliſh 
Proteſtants, and wititevem rþ haye uh ondtte-cbeir : Religion; a Delign car- 
ricd on with the unnolt;Endeayoum inepaglegand appeared when ir began ro 
Ad, much like the*Fxe olgh@Navyy atilhe managed it, to wit, In- 
vincible; but it pleated God werfully ro@x@coome-and-gdath in picces all this 
Pompous Strength, "Pride, Walla, Lwathodmall Glory tor a man to date his 


Nativity irom ſuch Ge Lendendan World ofton pleaſe him- 
telt with the remembaanttar 
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ſuch a Fountain ro\ie(F natÞ 
cient Family, contaatring: wks 


| ;admalinumberag bioble 4a tors He was the Twen- 

ry Third Knight, {y-dtfended reach (tl en joys the Paternal 
Fſtate they had beforedhit Ganagielt _onethat kacw the Countrey very 
well, ityſed The TopeBrazeh ofttie Suffolk Crniges.= To be of amore raiſed, dura- 
ble, and lofry De/cent thin tha Fatger; is &thing of. note and valuc in the Judg- 
ment of Infinite a ory —nhnarrtoe ng of David, there the Lord fays, 1 
have made thee a ary. ingere.n o e 7:0f the Gred$ men of the Earth. The 
Greater Men are, and rhe-yreaten. Blaſings;2g./all-thar have to do with them, it 
they be but truly gravieu-:Ecei to, 27. .Blefed art thou, O Land, when thy Prince 
is the Son of Nobles, at noo etan optart, Fa mily. :*yert this is no other bleſſing 
bur what is common to the rhorewude and Hemoral World, as well as to the Lef 
and moſt »/eful Believer 5 afid ſoit cannot poſhbly have =y luch great cxcellency 
io it as ſome proud-and carnal Minds do fancy ; all Noble Blood without the Di- 
vine Grace, being no better than tainted ;- Abel was of the younger Houſe to Cain, 
= yet —_—_ ently more Honourable. —— Nobilitas ſola eſt, atque unica, virtus. 
ny. Sat. S* : \ 
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in givipg hin ayecher #14 more Noye and Gitar than: the not tot 'Unbe- 
liever cver enjoy'd ; here we may fay lure dro8%, he was born fron above ; 
born (I lay) not of bloud, nor of the will of the fleſh, nor of the will of mu), B VT 
OF GOD: And this his ſecond Birth was eminently honourable and remarkable 
aboye others in three Particulars z , 

— +4. In the Time of his Gamer os 7 "els 3604 11s 
— 2. In the mattey or occafon ab his Mumiliatione: i) 7 mo 
— J. Ja the Foundation of Reitbor oof; wo lag ft 4 


F. 
A 2 
* "y 


The Time of _ 1, For the Time of his Conperyfion, it was'whenihe was young, the Lord crffibled 
33 Converfionl 15114 to Remember his Creator-in _ of 0g. youth, by, caſting '1n; the Seed of Ke- 


Mafrer Or OC+ 


generation When he was at School,..che,vary 4ime whaxothers: cf his Rank*and 
Quality give up themſelves to the greateſt degtees of /icenciens#/antorneſs, i9im- 
moderate Exceſles ; pretending that the.heatiof, Naturezandtrengl ot. thic irs of 
Youth, produce a ſufficient Apology and. Diſcharge. tor the-ſame z+Bur ar- thar very -- 
time did Infinite Grace {o eftectua y ſeize on him, hat wwh-thedeyour younr Abe! 
hedid offer his Fir/#-fruits unto God. —O how: emphacitdl and'thoroughtyxcellent 
ic is for young Gentlemen to bear.Chrifs:Toke in -their yauthy, When brigker: Nature 
invites and jrxitates, When the fawning-blooming Woryd twigs and. molt ebiſcqui- 
ouſly attends then ;. and Saten (in his moſt {mooth appgarance) {trews:thetr-way 
with Ren and ge on. his moſt ſugar'd-Bait,: aad preſerug v6; tmexperietcct:aud 
forward Fleſh and, Blood,. all the dangerons-Things thatarctakivg, and delinable 2 
O then to be abſtenous, co be crucified with Chriſt,. :&.,be imortified ,arid; wholly 
dead to all theſe things, is rate, and: glorious! | 


Aon of his”. 2* For the matter or occaſion of his Humiliation \ this was arners'y 12markable; 
JC 


WHumiliatien.. 


che Lord being plealed ro go our of his ordinary. way,;or::merhod he: commonly 
uſeth in the Convittion and Humiliation of tuch as bear-his date and. charaQer 5n 
the World, to wit, by charging upon their Conſciences ſome notorious athnal ſin, 
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25 we find by frequent experience, bur yet it was acherwiſe with him; For livins — 
more innocently than (tor che moſt part) young Grntierten do, upon a time _ 
ing that of the P/a/mi? opened,, Pſal. 5I. 5. Behold, Iwa ſhapen in iniquity, aud in 
fin did my Mother concerve me._, From which words the greatneſs and odiouſneſ; of 
Original fin being demonfirated and preſſed home, it pleaſed the Lord fo deeply to 
awaken and affett his Mind and Conſcience theteby, as that in the whole follow- 
ing courſe of his Life, from that very time, - it was a meansto abaſe at high thoughts 
himſe#, and to make him He down at the Fodtftool of God in the monrnful ſenſe of 
his own emptineſs and vileneſs'; yea, he was tore falidly and conſtantly 
and broken for it, than for all the Fruits of it,” which every day make their ap- 
by aQuual tranſgreffiqns'in the Lives of, the moſt, yer by this mcang was 
evpily ptevented in him : For-as Pliny fays: (ip his. Natural Hiltory, 46.7.) That 
they that are once fung with Scorpions, are ever after priviledged from being ſting with 
Waſps and Hornets \o he that 1s firſt deep] hngabled for this Reot, Mother, and — 
Nurſe of all Wickecnels and Corruptions {to wit, Original fn) ſhall &ldom have — 
cauſe afterward to be wounded with the gi of: Hitua/ tranſgreſſions; this was well - 
confirmed by the following Life cf this holy Tanth. | 
—3Z. For the Foundation of his Faith, it was riiore to be obſerved, or taken ſpecial poundation of 
notice of than the reſt ;. tor whereas the eſt-number ot Men grand their Faith his Faith. 
upon that which can only be rhe Proof of it, that is, the evidences of their. ave to 
Gods and others, having learned better thirigs, ' ground ir pon the diſcovery of the 
all-fufficiency of Chrifts merit, revealed in the Gaſpel; and a third ſort lay the | 
of their Faith apon the general offer of God in the Goſpel, tendering Chrift to themz His — © 
Faith was not gnly built generaly-upon the Ewderces of Gods love to fnners,bus par 
ticnfarly upon the Goſpel, as it is the Law of Faith, forth unto him in the firſt 
Epiftle of St. John 3. chap. ver. - This ® b% Commandment, that we ſheld believe 
on the Name of his Son Jeſus Chriſt. - From which place was very happily urged by: 
him that then Preached, That in the Goſpel there was not only granted a liberty to be- 
lieve in Chrift, if we pleaſed, but a neceſſity impaſed, that m__—_ us to believe, whe- 
- ther we wilt or no. -It pleaſed the Lotd by this: {o to prevail with, and 
overpower his Heart by the Authoriry of this Preceprt, that he durf# not refuſe it 
but /+bmitted unto it ; and fo his confidence, or foundation of his Faith, was exerciſed 
in pure obedience unto God. _- Which, being the moſt Evangelical and ſublime re- 
ception of Chriſt; namely, upon no other ground bur the authoritative. Will of -- 
God, was that which produced this honourable ſecond Birth in him ; wherein his - 
_ _—_— eſtabliſhed, thatr it uſually is in moſt Belieyers through all the days - 
of their Eives, 
— Now we have ſhewed you the Birth of thts Great Man Divine as well as Nate- 
ral; youcannot bur ſay, That as he was Genere nobils, fo he was Santitate nobi- 
lior : Great by his Natural Birth, but greater by that which was Divine. 
— Secondly, concerning his Life ; which we ſhall find was as »/efaland gracious, ag His Life. 
his Birth was raiſed and remarkable, it we cotnyare thoſe exaQt Deſcriptions we 
of ſuth a Life m rhe holy Text with the 4#ions and Prattices of this holy Gen- 
tleman. _Wherher we draw the Deſcription of his Life from whar the P/alzrif 
lays down, Pal. 119. 1. B/eſſed are the und in the way, which wakk in the Law 
of. the Lord. Or, from what Zacharias doth propoſe, Luke 1. 74, 75. Serving Gad 
in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs all the days of our Lives. Or, , from what Saint 
Paxttdid praftice, As 24. 16. Exerciſs ge to have abways a Conſcience void of 
offence towards God, and towards Men. -We find, I fay, his Life to be a Cop 
or Counterpane of all theſe, and fo to be very nfeful and gracious ; and this we muſt 
draw from the whole of whart isto be ſaid under this General: Head. 
— For the illuſtrating chis, I ſhall ſer before you-Four Particulars. 
—;1: His Perſonal Capacity as a Man, including part of bu conflitutive Chara#er, 
2. His publick Capacity, as a Magiſtrate or States-man. 
_- 3. His RelativeCapacity, belonging to his Family. 
_ 4 His Religious Capacity, belonginf{ to Ged and the Church. | 
\ I. For hu Perſonal Capacity, as a Man, —_— part of his confitutive Chardtter. perſgnat caps 
And here take him in the compoſitzon of his Soul and Body (fay it was diſtin from city, aza man. 
the '{{peraddition of renewing  preſaing Grace) and you ſhall ſee he was fovely ; —- 
—ye, fo loycly, as to invite and pleaſe the obſervation of the Grear and Wile.; The — 
makg of his Body, even from Head to Foot (not to be too particular) was —_ 
CC2 Gentile 
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Gentile and Brave ; His Soul was Comprehenſwe, Vigorous, Noble, Great and Attive ; 

— His Preſence and Aſpett ſmooth and pleaſant, yet Grave, and often firiking Reverence 

_ and Aweinto the minds and deportment of ſuch as looked upon him ;, ſpecial , ſuch as 

— came before him when he was exerciſing the Office of a Magiſtrate. - I may ay of his, 

_ as was faid'of Bails Countenance, Whilſt he was performing holy Exerciſes, name- 
lv, ;That ſo much Divine Majeſty and Lufre appeared therein, that it made the Empe- 
rour" Valens tremble to behold it. And in like manner this moſt exat and holy 
Gentlemans ſevere deportment was ſo cficQtual, that it baniſhed from his preſence 
all thoſe ſcurrilous and ſordid Geſtures and PraQtices, which the debauchery and 
impudence of too many of conſiderable fear not to aft in the ſight of God 
and their Berters. -This will be turther confirmed, if we do' but recite four Lines 
of a latge Elegie upon his Death, writ by a knowing impartial Hand ; thus, 


>= Shall Inot once again on Earth behold 
' 1. That Countenance (o grave, ſo brave, ſo bold, 
— Which wich a look could daunt the face of ſin, 
— And make offence to hide it {elf within. 


--As there were none' more flexible and complying than himſelf rothe moſt eaſie 
deſires of thoſe who were juſt, om Fay ood, be they of the loweſt Rank of 
men'in the World; ſo on heghner ru = .- x" —_ = 
obſtinacy, or moye peremptory reſujat, wou , tothe x 
wer or molt ellos Inyoradde. even of the greateſt Men, if what was urged 
was #njuf, or againſt his happy Rule of Life, the Word of God. This was the oc- 
caſion of what was ſaid by another, of thoſe many excellent Perſons that con- 
_—_ his Death, and juſtly adorned his Perſon and Memory by their Elegies z as. 

Ws, | 


— Moſt perfect Image of the God above 

_— Without was Majeſty, within was Love ; 

— One drawn with (weetnels by an Infants hand, 
— Notdriyen by violence or baſe command. 


_— It was faid at his Funeral, That there was in him a bleſſed conjunttion of thoſe things 


which rarely meet in any other, to wit, an admirable facility and eaſmeſs to be intreated, 
with a great yieldingneſs of Spiri eyen to Inferiours, when any good might be 
done thereby : and yer allo 4 frong, reſolute, unmoveableneſs and ftedfaſtneſs of 
mind in oppoſing all evil in whomſoever : ſo that he was truly what was of 
Athanaſius, Magnes & Adamas,'a Loadftone for his ſweerneſs in drawing on that 
which was good and holy, and an Adamant for his Courage and Stoutneſs in ſupprel- 
ſing Evil. In regard of the former, _ lay as was faid of Titw, the Emperour, 
that he was Delicie humanigeneris, the delights of mankind ; and in reſpett of the 
latter, he was Nathaniel, a true. Tſrae/ite without guile. 
Publick capa- __. 2, For his publick Capacity, as a Magifrate or States-man. So, 
- Sg Ma- _ As he was fufice of the Peace, he was exceeding ative and uſeful ; he eyer cx- 
© ſtice of the Erciled Juſice in irs own due time and way ; he never befriended the Great to the 
Peace. rejudice of thoſe that were /ittle and mean in the World ; he ever held the Bal- 
—— Juſtice in an even hand, and afted as imparrially, as if all that came be- 
fore him had neither had Intereſt in him, nor any Acquaintance at all ; he was 
only ' 4 terrour to evil doers, but « praiſe and encouragement to all them that did well ; 
by this means _—— Religion and Fufice grow round about him. 
wigh Sheriff, —When he was High-Sheriff, (which he was in the One and twentieth yearof the 
” Reign of King James) he was to God, his King, and the Country for which he 
ſerved, one of the moſt exaft thar ever bore that Office. One paſſage here Imult 
not ler flip ; As ſerving of God was one principal buſineſs in every place he was 
employed in through his Life ; ſo here, though he neglefted no buſines that bc- 
_ longe to his preſent Office, yet he had a ſpecial care ro have God faithfully ſer- 
ved, and that even in the Week-day,-taking with him his Sheriffs-men to a Weekly 
. Letture at ſome diſtance from his Houſe" ; thereby dignifying that Office at an higher 
rate than uſually, if not at any time, is performed. © 


_— 
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He was allo uſrally placed in the high Truſt of a Parlamert-mamn ; for he was Partiancnt- 

conſtantly choſen on cvery occafion as a Knight for his own Native County ; not, man. 
chat he had a Patent for the place, as ſome ot his Enemies d1d-report, out of cuvy 
ar the Peoples honouring him by their conſtant Eleftion, bur becaule he was ever” 
found ro have a noble Reſolution and Care to diſcharge the Tru that WAS Committed 
to him z whereby ir came to pals that no ſooner was one to be choſen, who ſhould 
be incruſted wich a power over the Liycsand Eſtates of his Country, bur preſently 
the thoughts, eyes and reſolutions of all Men were fixed upon him, and all crycd 
for a Banwardidon, a Barnardi}on._—Which Truſt he-received upon him, not our 
of any Popular ambition, to adyance his own greatneſs ; nor, our of any iclt-end 
to raiſe his own Efate, by exhauſting the publick 'I realury, or to enrich himſelf 
by other mens ruine ; nor our of /ofty arrogancy that he might domineer and trample 
upon his Neighbours in the Country, under prerence of the Priviledge of a Parlia- 
ment-man 3 much leſs ro abuſe that Peace to an impurity, and ſheltering of him- 
ſelf in Riot, Exceſs, Pride and Laſcivionſneſs ; but out oft a Mind and Conſcience 
devoted to the Service of the/ Ehnech and Commonweatth ; beyond which ncicher 
fear, favour, nor flattery could draw him to At or Vore ar all, abſolutely refu- 
ling to dehile himlelf by any miſcarriage, ler the inducemient or tempration be what- 

cr. 

_ Now conſider him asa publick Perſon, and was he not Pater Patrie, a true Fa- 
ther of hjs Countrey ? which Title he did as ccrtainly deſerve as ever did Curtizs, 
Claudins, or the Decij ; tor although he 'did not in every whar is aid of 
them, Pro toto terrarum orbe ſe devovere, devote bimfelt for the defence of the 
whole Earthy yet for his Countrey and the defence ot the juſt Rights and Libertics 
thereof, he did not refuſe voluntarily to expoſe himſelf to a Guiph of hazards and 
ſufferings ; witneſs his ſuffering. under the Impoſution of Ship-money, Coat and 
ConduQt-money, and the Loan ; for refuſing whereof he was a long time impri- 
foned in the Gate-houſe, and afterward conffved tor a longer rime in Lincolr-ſtrre, 
above o—_— miles from his ona ui yu. , nl. q wh \-3. ito 

.—}J- For his Relative capacity, belonging to his Family. e was really W - 
= a good and hol Man. And here we'lconfider him in his carriage andaQing ay mn 
both as Inferiour, and Superionr. : 

—— I. As an Inferiour towards his Father, and Grandfather; where he did in every As Inferiour, 
thing anſwer that Relation he ſtood in to them. So that you will fee he knew as aA $0n. 
well how to honour, ſerve and obey, as to command. cherifh and love. 'He enjoy'd 
his Father a lels time than his Grandfather, his Father being removed by Death 
long before his Grandfather 3 but yet we may eaſily gather what his carciagetohim 
was, from the high and extenſive yalue he ſer upon his Memory ;, as, he uſed to 
pleale himſelf to diſcourſe of his Father, affirming that he was a very godly Man, 
and that it was a great diſadvantage for him to part with him ſo young ; theſc 
things, and others, he would. often declare to his Children and Friends, droppin 
many Tears, to ſhew his great and _ z and when he his Will, 
he there expreſt an importunate deſire to his Exccutors that the Bones of his Father 
might be digged out of the Earth, (where they were buried) and laid by his own 
Body in a new Vault, he ordered his Executors to creft for the ſame or Up 
though he could not Zve with. his Father as long as he would have , 0 
he deſigned thar their Bodies or Relicks, ſhould lye together till the happy Refur- 
reQion day ; which certainly did denote a noble Veneration, and ' a moſt raiſcd 
Filial Affettion. As to his Grandfather, he always behaved himſelf in all ſuitable- A Grandſon. 
neſs to his Relation; T worthings here we may record, as Firf, how the Grandfa- 
ther when young was educated under the Great Mr. Calvin in Geneva, being ſent 
thither by his Guardians in the miſerable and moſt xr $4 days of our Queen 
Mary ; and this we can fay, that if the Grandfather failed to live according to that 
Education in ſome part of bisLife, yet his Grandſon endeayoured to live ir fot him ; 
which he not only did in an eminent Degree, but for that reaſon alſo; looking 
upon the Goodnels of God, in extraordinary Mercies or Proyidences to Progenitors, 
robe obliging to Poſterity, fo as to invite to a good Improyement, as the beſt way 
of thankfulneſs, the beſt way of enting the Divine diſpleaſure, and rhe belt 
way of reconciliation ro God, and true advantage to:a Mans own Soul. Again, 
Secondly, There was another thing fit to be RE, to wit, his confant inport#- 
ning his GraniFither, wpon every vacancy of Church Livings, to give him _ to 

k reſert, 
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Preſent, becauſe he was likely, a__— the common courſe of Nature, to have 
the longeſt enjoyment of ſuch men ; which, his Grandfather ſubmitting to, was 
the occafion of eminent and worthy Divines being pur into ſuch Livings as became 
yoid, rhere being many belonging tothar Family. This was much to the credir 
of his Grandfather, mote to his own comfort and joy, and moſt of all to the pro- 
lperiry and happinels of ſuch Towns and Pariſhes as this yang mn upon. the 
days of his Grandfathers Lile he was eyer endeavouring to do him good, and help 
him in any of his Afairs,all which hedid with greatHumility, Rel! and Honour. 
\% 4s Supcriour,- 2. Asa Superiour ; and here his Relation honoured he Dawes an Huband, 
% a Father, a Grandfather, and a Mafer; in all which he appeared and ated in an 
eminent way. As, | NF | | 
4n Husband, — An Husband ; he ſcemed here to imicate the praCtice of the Lord Jeſus towards 
his Church, in his conjugal love, proteftion, and full contentation and delight, un- 
til he became a Pattern and Mirrour of Matrimonial fweetneſs and 4g : 
and as it is ſaid by one of the Rabbins concerning Methuſelahs Waite, That ſhe had 
nine Husbands in one, for age and years; ſo I may fay of this Gentlemans Lady, 
that ſhe had nine Husbands in him alone, for his amiable Carriage and Graces. 
Theſe were, 'ir is true, ated while he was Living, bur he left a Teſtimonial in his 
Wil of his ſwing Aﬀedtion after his own death, over and above the Marriage Cove- 
nants, toſhew his endearednels of her, by his afteQionate remembrance* when he 
himſelf was gone. & : . 
As Father, __—A Father he was all ; and what manner of otic his Children have declared in 
their hearts, lives, and filial deportments z they have always affirmed that he ever 
_- performed not only the part of an = is Bmgt: in the due diſcovgry of all be- 
comlng bowels and tender affe#ion to their es, but allo pcrtormed the Office of 


——_— 


an heavenly Father to their Souls, by a conſtant endeavour and ſerious [tudy for their 
Education in the moſt cxa& and ſtrict way of pure and paterna/ Religion z one te- 
ſtimoniat'of which was his continual heſtowing on them ppriritual Counſels and gra- 
cious InſtruCtions, the grand Tcope and end of which. was to incite and ftir them up 
to a ſfritt watchfulneſs over themſelves, and a cloſe walking with God ; and it was 
. uſual with him, after the giving ſuch Inſtructions unto them ſeyerally, torakethem 


into his Cloſer, and there pray over them and for them. -If at any time they had 
diſpleaſcd him, lo excellent was his moderation and wiſdom towards them, that 
he would ncycr corrett them, nay, not ſo much as reprove them in his diſpleaſure, 
bur ſtill waited the moſt cool and convenient time, wherein they ſeldom diſco- 
vered that he was angry, by .ariy other cffe&t but his ſilence. - And, on the other 
{ide, he was ſo ready to encourage them in any AQts of well doing, that for the 
moſt part his extraordinary reſpetts and favours towards them, were beſtowed ra- 
ther under the notion of rewards of their Duty, than the iſſues of his Bounty; (till 
profeſing before them ( as he uſually did to his Fricnds upon their diſcourſing con- 
ccrning the extraordinary Blelhngsof God upon them in their Travels abroad, and 
their Returns home again) that he took infinitely more content in beholding one grain 
of Grace, and evidence of true Regeneration in his Children, than if their Eſtates and 
Gains abroad had been multiplied an hundred fold ; it withall they had come back 
again prophane, or no more than mcerly Civilized, without the power of God- 
lineſls. _————- He was cver a kind and dear Father for Afeitions and m__ for 
Advice and Prayers, and. for numerons Letters conſtantly ſent to his Children ; 
many of which, being very excellent, might have been inferred for the good In- 
ſtruſtion of others, only thcy would have ſwell'd his Life beyond what is thought 
convenient. — Thouglr he was eycr importunate to have all his Sons em- 
ployed, not raking itas becoming to have any of his live out of uſeful Callings ; 
whercby they might bleſs and better their Generation, yer he ever dcfircd rather to 
havethem good than great. In his Will he-exhorrs them all to fear God, and love 
one another ; and that, if any difference happened amongſt them, as ever they bore any 
duty or love to him, or as they would expett the like from their own Children, they would 
leave all ſuch differences to the Arbitrement of the reſt of their Brethren, and would 
ftand to their Award. In the ſaid Will he alſo leaves Ten Pounds to the Re- 
verend Mr. Fairchugh, his Parochial Miniſter, with this defire, That whi{f he Ifued 
he would give =_ Advice and Counſel to his Children. Thus you ſee he was a moſt 
dear, moſt afteQtionate, and moſt/Religious Father. You ſhall alſo ice more of 
this, when we come to ſpeak of his Death. 
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He. was alſo a wit and careful Grandfather, not only infirudting thef: lirtle as 2 Grandfa- 
ſweet Relations while he lived, bur allo uling endeavours to command them to ther. 

be good, hone/?, and obedient when he was dead ; as appears by what he leſt under 
his Hand in his laſt Will, to often mentioned, where he bequeaths them ſeveral 
Legacies, .but with this Proviſo, That if any of them. would not be ruled by their Pa- 
rents, 4t ſhould be inthe power of their Parents to lejſen or take away what he. had left 
them, firſt giving it under their Hands to his Executors. 

e was allo an cxcellent Maſter eo his Servants; giving them all chat was juſt, 
duc, and neccftary tor their maintenance and encouragement. He ever gave them 
good Example in himſelf, and failed nor ro inſtruct them inthe moſt ulctul things 
tor the benefit of their Souls and Bodies. As ke wakked within his houſe with a per- 
fett Heart, ſo he hated the work of themthat did turn ajide ; and did not permit any 
prophane perſon to. and before him, or to wait upon him ; his eyes were ever fixed upon 
thoſe that were faithful in the Land, that they might ſerve him, Plal. 101. This was 
the reaſon that he had ſo many excellent Servants, his Famuly being a true Nur- 
ſery for the qualifying and accompliſhing fuch ; {o that one, who was well ac- 
quainted with his Family, affirms, that at one time be had ten or more Servants (0 
eminent for Picty and Sincerity, rhat he never ſaw the like, all at once, in any 

' Family in the Nation ; ſuch, whole Obcdience, joyned to their Governours care; 
produced fo rare an-etteft, that they truly made his Houle a ſpiritual Church and 
Temple, whercin were daily offered. up che {piritual Sacrifices of Reading the Word; 
and Prayer, Morning and Evening, of ſinging of. Pſalms conſtantly after every Meal, 

- before any Scrvant did riſe trom rhe Table: allo the chicteſt of them did uſually, 

- aſter every Sermon they heard, call the reſt into-che Buttery, (a place of moſt dil- 

- order in orher Houſes) and rherc repeat the Sermon unto the reſt, before they 
were called to rhe repetition of it in.cheir Maſters prelence. | 

— By this time:you nay caſily ſee how excellenrthis Gentleman was at Relative 
Durtcs 3: he was nora Saipt abroad, and a Devil.at home, as'is but too truly faid 
of ſorfic that make no ſmall ſhow in Religion, but he was a Saint\in all places and 
Relations; which will appear by what follows. ] 
—=4. We are to conſider high in his Religions Capacity, belonging. ta God: and the is Religious 

> w_—_ In which he' was no leſs excellent than in any of : thoſe that wear Capacity be- 
belore. | ing to 

— Here we may (fr) ſee with how much Piety- ond Devotion he exerciſed hin > pts = 
ſelf towards God; be ever lived and afted with ſuch a reverentia/ Awe, and melt ad 
devout reſpett towards the Almighty, that his Life ſeemed little clic but one cntire g520 8 
Seejzes of Devotion. Yer we will 2 little ſce what he was in parncular Duties of | 
Religion ; and here wherher we.inflance in ſecret or publick Exerciſes, he did fo 
earneftly devate. himſelf untothem, that for my part (faith a Godly Divine that was | 
his cloſe. Obſerver) amongſt Perſons of his Quality, 1 thinkbe bath left wery fe 
Superiours behind him, if auy Equals, ii; 

—T. Private Duties. 1 tl | is. polad 1556 

_— Irs recorded ronhic. everlaſting praiſe of the young :Lord Harrington, ſo famous p;;,uepuries 
for Piery., that ic was his conſtant uſe to Pray rwice every day in (ecrery twice. with 
lome choice Friends and Servants, helides his Family Duties. Bat 1 ans aflumed; 

by thoſe tliac cloſly-oblerved this gracious Knight, that it was his practice ropour 
our his Soul before'the Lord int ſecrevrhrice every! day, and ſomeumes oftadt, if - 
he could gain opportunity ; beſides his Family Duries, and days of extraordinary 
Humiliation, which he'1mpornumately embraced-upon every occaſion. This I can : 
reſtifie. (faith Mr. Fairc/ough) upon .ininc own experience, that for many. ycazs.to- = 
gether when I was firſt. acquainted with him, I {cldom viſited him or he me;z-but 
if arly convenicar place could be found, we might riot part except we had prayed 20+ 
gelato Nos was he more frequont in ſecret Prayer, rhan conſtanc in ſecrer — 
reading the Scriptures ; which he ever made ſure work to begin and cloſe up with - 
Prayergchathe might obrain the bleſhng of God thereon : atrerward he ever: read 
other clioice Authors, 'of which he had ſtore 3- but, not long before his Death he - 
roo _—_ delight to read Mr. Baxters Saints Everlaſting Ref, and Preparatioh — 

tut; which-:afrtr: his deaths was taken-notice of to-be nothing elſe bur the — 
gracio$| event of the Divine Providente, (ending it as a Guide to bring him mote ” 

ipeedily and dire&ly to that Reſt. — Hisconſtant converſe with ſingle Perſons, 
was ſo Divine, as to merit a place among his private Duties unto God or his 
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Speech was ever tree trom the leaſt unfayourineſs, boaſting, cr paſſion ; cooſiſting 
of norching bur love, tweerneſs and modeſty ; all his Dilccurie ever minifred Grace 
ynto the Hearers, ir was ever a pure Stream from the pure Fountain ct his Heart 
io far from the lcalt appearance of ligktneſs, or excethive Mith, that in Thiny 
years together none ever heard one {yllable trom his mouth rending to any wan« 
ron expreilion, thar-might offend the moſt chaſt Mind or Ear ; bur as the Poet 
affirmed, Ferns effat ab cre roſas, his Tongue dropped Honey, and his Breath 
was as {ſweet and tragrart as Roles in the Spring.— Thus you lce with whatan 
induſtrious Holineſs he uled his precious time when leſs or more retired, © that 
Nunquam minus folus, quam cunt ſolus, is a true laying of him, He was zever lefs 
alone, than when alone, his God and he was molt abundant company. 

Pubiick Du- ..-- 2. In Publick Duties. | ; p 

ties. _— Though in private Duties, his noble Afings in or for Religion, were  mych 
bid, as to be only like the Beams of tFe Sun liriking under, or through a cloud ; 
yer in his Publick Exerciſes varo God his Graces and Aftiviry had their Tabermacle 
in the Sin, (© that they did thine in a molt —_—_ way. { 

eanttification —1f we begin with his Santtifeation of the Satbath, we ſhall find he addreſt him- 

of the Sab- felt thereto with ſomuch delight, thatnorwithſtanding he roſe carly every day in 

bath. the Week, yer he roſe more carly on the Lords-day, to carly, that uſually he was 
che firſt up in the Family; then called his Children and others up, that they might 
have ſufficient rime to prepare themlelyes for a more reverentand deyour attendance 
upon the L ord in his Publick Ordinances; and for himſelf he uſually ſpent much 
time cvery Sabbath Morning, before he came to the Congregation. 

Atrendance = His value of, and conſtant attendance upon, the Miniſtration of the Word publickly 

on the Word diſpenſed, ſhewcd him fo emizent, and zea/ouſly concerned, and taken up thereing 

Freached. that ir was difficult for any in| the whole World to out-do him. - What the Apo- 
rn gry requires ina bletled/Hearer, was his punQual praftice, that is, He was 
fwift to hear ; he could never farisfie his own Conſcience, if he was nor preſent to 

— joyn with the Congregation before there was one word ſpoken, or one Petition 


— 


— ſent up to the Lord ; his unweariedaeſs in this courſe while he lived, was always 
— Vihble to them of thoſe Compn where he reſided. You'l lee ſomething more 


when we come to ſpeak of his Death. —— The Congregation being diſmifled, the 
frſt thing which he did uſually, after he came within his own Doors, was imme- 
diately. ro berake himſelf to his Cloſer, to beg a bleſſed dew from Heaven, to water 
the feed ſown in his Heart that day. * 
Preparation ..-Flis Preparatien for the Sacrament of the Lards Supper was tranſcendent ; though 
for the H_ he ever excceced rhe moſt in;diligence and reverence in other Durtics of Goſod 
monty Worſhip, yer in his conſciencious ation for, and fruitful improvement of the 
Lords Supper, ke did excced himfelt ; tor the moſt part be. ſpent all the time he 
could redeem in a fourth night before the Sacrament, in his Cloſer in reading, pray- 
ing, and exaniiation of his alan fare, with” other Durtics of Preparation tcn- 
ding thereunto ; and what he praQtiſed himſelf in this kind, he conſtaritly.called 
upon others under him todo the like. We ſhall preſently fee further how eminent 
he was in preparing: for the Sacrament, as allo in advancing publick Carechifing 
under che next Head ;. which is, in-the (Second þ/qce) 
His Religious _—To confider bim in his Refigtans Capacity, belanging.to the Church of God : it) which 
Capacity be- we ſhall fully (cc his incomparable uſe and worth, if we feriowuſly weigh the follow- 
—_— he Iug four Particulars. . rt 22; Br b0r7 © 
Church —=——1- His warm Lowe, and durable. Afe#ion to an holy Miniſtry. They who were 
Love to the faithful and godly in this FunQtion, had-not of his Quality a more fait 
Miniſtry, Friend and Well-wiſher in the whole World ; none (© 
— prayed for them, none {o highly prized their Calling | 5: 
—— was fully of that good mans mind, who openly profcfied, 'He had rather fal 
— with the ſo of England, than ftand in greate with their Enemies,” When 
ſome talked of mortal bloody tancs, and dark, days a coming upon' us; 
That thoſe 'would be atcomnited dark black days indeed, when the Lights of the 
Mumiſtry were extinguiſhed, than the ſhorteſt Life would be acconnted beft, It was 
laid at his Funeral, whoſoever 'in the Congtegation bayc been loſers by his death, 
He of the Miniffry have the greateſs loſs ; if Nozces put on blacks, rhe Preactiers 


have cauſe ro mourn in Sack-cloth. 
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His extraordinary care and endeavours -— — re/ent to every Living where Care to make 
ou may reter ro this Heat 800d Preſent- 
before, in ſpeakingrto his deb our wo his Grandtather ; to which] 2c: 
: That {he -was nor only careful-ir' his Grandfather's time, bur ten times 

5s own'y'fo tharwhen any Placebdonging to hk Gift was vacant, hewould — 

1 Pafting and” Prayer t&/invite the” Direttion of God, 
hy rims Wirh.all poſlible ſeriouſneſs,” Thet his Spi- 
Seab'ty & Prefentation, than to any 
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Oey ifrorder hereunto heagueed ih the reſt of that were to conittiuni- 
care, "That pBlick/yhe and they Typ re their owning of the Baptiſmal Coveirant ; 
accordingly this gratious KP begin this holy undertaking, and be- 
fore all che Cotnmanicantsdi lar delare ho Fenn oo through our Lord eſs for i 
and did undertikg; pinks Boy the i tance of the Holy Spirit, & to amber 

”" +Þad: in upon hu ae, in which he was imitared 

Þ that Ge commtin ; hich did ſilence and keep the Aero home 
medling W1 fication and Afton, they being fully convinced of rhe 
real els Cfoid "This ſurely was do oing whar He could to advancerhe 
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the finding cheircruel Pr cpararions,0wned and vindicated by the deſparate Traitozs, 
with many other undeniablecircumſtances ;_I ſhall add one farther confirmation of 
their undoubted guilt; often affirmed and mentioned by this excellent Knight, not a - 
_ lirtle addingto the confucation of theſe lying P/endo Gian L nw, That a day— 
or two before the perfeft Diſcovery of this Horrid Ploc, ch was when WEE 
wasapprehended) he being for ſome confiderablerime in 7 7 Temple Garden, 
he was then a Student, did oblervs ſeveral men g there together, fn confant 
whiſpering, looking and Nag omr: much —_—_— all o whom within a few daics after 
he tound to be —__ in Chant De going to viewga themin | Prifon..-W - 
on theſe daies, (I ay) of _—_ C Delverance, he cid Snnany cxpeels 
becoming j joy and Sankulnek, byD uncys Never and other uſual: civil waiesof re- 
joycing. m—_— 22,2G, 27. 28. 

.— Thus I have ſhewed you x ad bor f L of what this Ho Man 
was in his Religious capacity _— I have, 1 but 
mentioned (as I lay ) emretbing of his Roe re Woe for FF ? 
whercin he was ascminent as inany Ihave named. necelary i in 
ſtance in one, I mean, oh Cr Thor, "Y | be did Brevard SHER 
number of rhoſe that dwelr round about him = year by yearwhilt helived, 
and left them s in ſeveral bod when. cd;. woe Far in lo Sprmes Was avetb 
Heart in the Pra attice of Charity, that it reached , 
whoſe neceſlitieshe did highly commiterare argue 

-Butthus much for his Life. | 
His Death, -— Thirdly, Andlaſtly for His Death: and ſurely if their Death be bleſſed, Ther, 
Se. Paul ) have finiſhed their Coutſe and nd hept 72 Faith: That (with old Simeon ) 
have beheld the Salvation" of Chrif ; or thar reft from their labours, their Works 
ing them ? then it will appear'that hisDeath was as bleſſed, as his Life was gractow, 
and his Birth Honourable. 
Here we ſhall find ſox Things remarkable. 1. His Preparation for it at ſomedi. 
ſtance. -.2, His welcoming the Meſſenger thereof when i TY ncar,' 3, His wnvil- 
lingreſs even thento be abſent trom holy Ordinances on xa [His moſt 
ormance of ſuch Duties as he - >. capable of. 5;His excellent tarewel Ad- 
= is Children. 6. His peaceable and joytul Departure. 
— 1. His Preparation for Death at ſome diftance. He was unwilling to be 
= bes” and therefore did uſe A tor ſeveral ; Jus beforeir came whe, vs but 
x eſpecially for two years before he was, ever thi of ir and hitting for it : thenhe 
made his laſt Will and Teſtament, and writ it with his own Hand, upon this very 
_ Gn he _ exprſſet) mr _ ohh s, and ſerhis 
ouſeinorder, he might have nothing in orld to look-after, or to 
but his bleſſed hat all Salvation by bim. In which tf i Wen he eg? 
vers ſo much Aſſurance, and confidence, of the Lord's everlaſting grace and hve 
unto him as if at the ſame time, like the fore mentioned Simeon, he ard cnn 
the Lord Jeſus in bu Arms. As in the beginnn of her il he "heartily begs the 
idanceof God to dirett him in Meta lof what vine Goodnes had be- 
| c——_ upon him, ſo in ſeyeral other places he doth annex and ala ſo many hea- 
or Connſels and precio lens, tending to the cyerlaſtin perk God his 
Policricy, that it rather reſcmblesour Saviours Huge 3 _ convei 
of the Covenant of Grace, or an heavenly Sermon, any EE 
to diſpence only earthly Poſleſſions. It was obſerved of my an Jour il 
was finiſhed, he ramen to have little ro do, Barro be ero the berrer We 
ing ſo much at caſeand reſt, as if he had. indeed y line with- World” Tin 
which he continued (asis aid ) about two CN bur alwaics ated atchefame 
rate of willingneſs and readineſstobe 
Nis welcom- _..2. Hiswelcoming the Meſſenger bf Death, when it drew near. He did not then, ac- 
fo cog Mel-. cording to the uſual methodof moſt, ſcem ſhy and ayerſe to be & gone, asif ſo be* he 
-. - were not ready, but was heartily ready; for as ſoon as cycr there his 

- fide a ſmall fwellng, in which! none but himſelf conceived an danger, he 

- then at Hackpey, did ſend Fifty noo tor Mr. Fairclough, hisMinif iſter, ro 
him, and raking him to walk with him, preſently fell into jo wg! of agen 
and immortali ty of the ſoul, of - manner of its Subſiftence and attings, when it w 
ſeparated, of the oyes of the other World, and the vanity and oboe, all things in 
this  asbeingm ſuirable to his preſent condition 5 and Cewnh he wasfod _y 


of Sir Nathatyel Barnardiſton. we 
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aad Tpiriually afteftced, that ar their parting he cxpreſt himſelf in the tollowing 
manncr-ro Mr. Fairclough. . . | 

——Sir, 1 now much wonder, that any man, that fallybelievestheſe things tobe realities, - 
and not meer notions ( being in my condition) froullbe unwilling to dye; for my own part, — 

1 will not -be:fo flattered, with any carnal content, as to be dejirons to live longer in this — 
Warld, where there little bope left that: the Lord hath any more work or ſervice for - 
2e«t0 do, - except it be to. ſufler for keeping a good Conſcience, in witneſſing again}t the - 
Apohtacys.and impieties of the Times; and now itis a great fuvour of God to be ſent for - 
| ws Gy Our chis, he being removedto Landon, tor greater conveniency of Phy- 
xcians, hethere made the! fame profeiſion, 1Of his deſire to be deſolved and be with - 
' Chri#,. unto ſeveral Friends, :and Vikfiters. © -| 
3. Hi unwillingneſs even then, to be abſent from holy Ordinances and Exerciſes. His g;. .muittin, 
pains and:weakneſs growing lo faft upon him char he was chereby hindered theen- neg ronegiect 
pymcat; firſt of publick Ordinances, inthe Church, arid preſently after ſometimes Ordinanee:. 
of thoſe that were private in the Family ; which was thegreareſt grief that burden. 
ed his Mind, as you ſhall fee in what follows ——One Sa morning obſcrvin 

. the People of the Family,. where he lodged,ygerring themlelves ready to joyn wah 
the Congregation belonging;ro that Place, He fell into 4 great paſſion of ſorrow, and 
wept pery muchy andwith David, Poured-out. his Heart, becauſe he had gone with the 
nyo and led them to the Houſe of God, but. now was neceſſitated to want the 
benefirof chat, which his Soul /o much thirfed after. — Again, The. Week before — 

\ he died, he was perſwadedin reſpect of 'the-extremiry of his pain once or twice to — 
* goto bed before Family Prayers z 'burthe night following, beingagain perſwaded ro — 
1t,. he rold chem he would not be intreated to.do ſo any more, for he laid, . He was ſure - 
; hat he  flept the worſe thoſe nights for the went of it, ſpiritually uſing theProvyerb, 
IWhet «no Let. e's E 
_. 4. His moſt fervent performance of fuch holy Duties, as he was capable of. Becaule. yis perfor- 
he could not enjoy thoſethat were Publick, asT have faid,he therefore gave up him- mance of all 

{elf ſo: mich themore earneſtly to the exerciſe of ſecret reading the Scri Me- Duries as he 

dirartion and Paper ſo long as his firerigth would hold out ; but one Wave followed ** bc: 

another fo faft, hewas ob! bled th to be ſo. frequent and conſtant 1h thoſe 

ſecret Puries of communion with the Lord as hedclired ; for which he made many 

complaintsto his Sons, and others, as they came abour him. 

_— 5. His excellent Adviceto his Children. The day before his Death, his Children wis . advice to 
being about. himy as Jacobs were, after he had bleſſed chem all, and pur up hig his Childrer. 
Prayers ro Heaven. tor them, —_— his laſt Advice and Counſel z in four 

Paxiculats. - Fir}, He admoniſhed them to take haed of Worldlineſs and vain glory. 
—Shewing what a vaſt difference there was between a gracious, humble Man, and 2 

proud graceleſs Man, both in the eſtimation of God, and all men that were good 

and wiſe. Secondly, He perſwadcd them to live in love and unity together; yet ſoas © 
they ſhould ever count it their Duty to. wrath overone another, and never be afraid — 

* to tellone another of their faulrs lovingly, and not be Mealy-mout}d, as his expre(- 

” fion was.,--Thirdly, Thar they ſhould tale beed of timorouſneſs, and ſinking from the 
Truth, by reaſon. of the oppoſitions of the Times againſt the Scripture-power of 
Godlineſs, ſhewing the Canger of complying with man againſt God. _-Fourthly, He - 

— commended them unto the Word of Gods Grace, and the Word of Grace unto them : 
We iring them to be conſtant in reading the Fcriprures, and to joyn Prayer thereto, 
Re IS Counſels, po of his $%: Iling him, ho h, he hoped the — 
_— Aer thetic \ ONC s (\ (lung Alm, OW MUC *: 
words of a dying Father would betemndal by chem ), deſired him to deal impar- 
tially with ca of them, and diſcoyct unto them what Evils he had noted os 
them moſt prone unto, ahd what Diities he had obſerved any of them moſt = 
vent in ; he did perform what was deſired with ſo much plainneſs, -chat one of his — 
_ Brothers ſtanding by, deſired him ro uſe the ſame fidelicy ro him, which accord- 
ingly he did ;_A piece of Afetion rarely found expreſſed with wildom. 
_— 6. His peaceable and joyful departure ont of the World. - He enjoyed juſt before his yy peaceable 
death, and cvecnto the laſt, ſuch an abundatit Peace and rayiſking Joy, ascould not and joyfu! de- 
* be hid, his $ou/ being (o filled therewith, thatir even overflowed, and poured up- parrure. 


on all thoſe that enquired after his condition. .-This appeared, Fir?, ro his ſecond 
Son, who obſerving him togrow faint, did deſire him to be cheartul ; ro whomhe 
anfwered, Son, T thank the Lord, IT am ſo chearful in uy feart, abut I could laugh 
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whilf my ſides Akg —— Then ro his Brother at the ſame time,enquiring howhe found 
— himſelt, he anſwered much to the ſame purpoſe, ſaying, O Brother, bleſſed. be Gog 
— T have abundance of raviſking joy within me. The ſame anſwer he gave to his Eldef 
— Son, who being called to him, he enquiring of his Farher, How it was with him 2 
he preſently tell into an carneſt Prayer, That the Lord would be pleaſed to give hin 
an happy deliverance out of. thi World,and a glorious Meeting with his. Saviour. -Which 
Prayer of his was {o graciouſly anſwered, that as long as he enjoyed any uſe of 
Speech, he ackrowledged the ſence of thitinward Foy ; and after he had ſaid, 7 have 
peace within, -I have peace within, he \ſpake no more, but lying for a while ( as ir 
were) ina flumber, ar laſt he opened his eyesagain, and' lifting up hs hands towards 
Heaven, fell _ the Lord. | BAY & 
——Thus you ſce that his department of Life was as comfortable, as his cntranceinto it 
was Honourable, or his abode in! it gracious and acceptable both to God and all 
» He left the miſerable, and went to the happy World, on the 25thot JuF,” in the 
year 1653. when hehad lived full Thrgeſeore and five years, | | 
_— His Corps being carried down from Londen, was: met about twenty Miles from 
his own Houſe by Two hundred Perſons; moſt of them'sf:Quality z, and: his Fune- 
ral, at Keeton onthe 26th of Anguſ# following, was attended by many Thouſands. 
— When his Body was juſt-going to be Interrcd, it was faid 'of him, by one equal- 
ly impartial and holy, who knew hin much'berter thanortier men, That bis Life had 
been ſo free and pure from any ſcandalous ſin, or any other atinal Evil courſe, that for 
thirty years together, he did not remember, . that ever be knew him ſoiled with any ſpot, 
which might giveoccaſion to any to ſuſpet# bu eminent integrity and ſixcerity, but his heart 
was yet upright before God ;, a thagſvery rareto betaken notice of in this World, 
_—The'obſtryation of his admirable holy Life ( to all that were intimately con- 
verſantwith him ) rendted him, "The  Beanty of Grace, and Glory of Chriftianity, as — 
-was oncefaid of a German Divine. - His gracious Accompliſhments and Prattices, be- 
ing numerous and more illuſtrious] than a7 other Ornaments, preſented him Ho- 
nour able to all men while he lived, and being Dead. (asfomany redulent Flowers 
ſtuck upon his Hearſe ) did give ſuch a pleaſant and odorifcrous perfume in theno- 
ftrils of. all Spefators, thatthe memory of them ſurely wilt ever remain among all 
future Generations, who ſhall havethe advantage to underſtand, how the Lord was 
- pleaſed ro dignifie and honour him, firſt, with a Spiritual Birth z and after witha 
- Gracious Life ;, and Jaſt of all, with a moft bleſſed Death ; tor of thele we may truly 
fayas Euſebins ſaysof Conſtantine, Felix Nativitas, felicior vita, feliciſima Mors, 


"— his Birth was good yy his Lite berter, and hisDearh moſt glorious of all. 
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The Mourners Blazonry. 


| 5 a how the doleful Bittern ſadly moans, 
And tunes her withered Reed, to dying groans. 


The Streaming Spots of Ermine, ſeem to weep 
That Innocence it ſelf ( their Type) doth ſteep. 


The Crofles, once dyed Gules, with $aviours blood, 
Turn Pale with Grief, «s if they underſtood 


The Goſpels bs in his : The Azure Field ; 
(Heay'ns Hieroglyphick ) ſhews, Faith was his Shycld. 
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of Mr. John Row. 


The Life and Death of Mr. John Row, who 
Died, February AnnoCbriti, 162, 


= Row the Son of Lawrence Row, was born in the Pariſh of Shobrookin Devonſhire, H 
F in that remarkable year, 1588. And when he was an Infant, he was laid afide in 
his Cradle for dead : But it pleaſed God that one of his Sifters, having a little more 
courage and reſolution than the reſt, went to look upon him once more, and putting her 
hand to his mouth, ſhe thought that ſhe felt a little breath, whereupon, ſome means be- * 
ing preſently uſed, he began to revive, and probably by this carly and ſignal Providence, 
the Lord intimated that he had reſerved him for fome more than ordinary ſervice, and 
this the future courſe of his Life did evidently ſhew. | | 
Being arrived to a competent Age, he was by his Parents ſet to School at Crediton, 
where he profited ſo much, both in the Latin and Greek, tongue, that he wasalmolſt fit for 
the Univerſity, and had accordingly been ſent thicher in order to his training up for the 
Minittry, but that it pleaſed God to rake away his Father a lictle before the intended 
time, concerning which himſclf would often ſay, that we frequently err in our judgments 
of things : And that, God ſees not as men ſee. ” 

Being frulirate of the hopes he had of going to the Univerſity, however he would 
not Joſe that little Learning which he had got at School, only the Greek, through dif- 
uſe was ſomewhat worn out with him : But he ſtill retained the exat knowledge of 
the Latin Tongue,which was of great uſs to him till his dying Day. | 

He was of a ſharp and pregnant Wit, of a great, deep, and penetrating Judgment : 
FHimielf indecd complained of ſome deficiency in his Memory, but others diſcerned it 
not, For they judged him to excell in that as well as inother Abilities of the mind. 
As for his natural temper and diſpoſition, he was a man of great ingenuity, of much can+ 
dor and ſweetneſs : They which knew him intimately, judged him to have as noble and 
generous a ſoul, and tobe as far from any thing that ſavoured of a baſe, difingenuous, 
and ſordid Spirit,as ever any that they knew. He was exceeding Afﬀable, and Courte= 
ous unto all, and that without the leaſt ſhew or ſuſpition of ſeeking his own ends in 
it : His temper inclincd him to be pleaſing unto all, without morofityz and there was not 
the meant Perſon which could fay, that he was neglected or deſpiſed by him. He 
was very careful to give. a due reſpe& unto all, and never was any more curious to 
pay a jult reverence to thoſe that were above him in rank and quality, 

__In his Deportment and Behaviour he was humble, ſweet, and candid 3 as ready 
to hear others ſpeak as to ſpeak himſelf, and uſually he would giveothers leave to ſpeak 
before him. This (together with his Grace } was elevated to ſuch an height, as that, 
the worſt of men had not any evil to ſpeak of him. And yet (that which is not com- 
mon, but ſomewhat rare to be met with) altho his natural Candor and Abilities were 
ſuch, yet was he a man of great Preſence and Authority, He ſeldom ſpake in any ſe- 
rious matter,but his ſpeech carried with it a wonderful and peculiar kind of Authority : 
And ſuch a Majeſty ſhincd in his Converſation, as that ſome (and thoſe reputed both Pru- 
dent and Pious 'taking notice of the excellency of his Spirit, the Luſtre of his Graces, 
and how much his converſation differed from the moſt of menghave profeſſed, that when' 
they have been in his Company, they had a kind of awe upon them, and they could not 
be ſo tree, whilſt they were with him, as when they were among others, 

—— When he was young, his tender Parents (according to their meaſure) inſtructed him 
in the grounds of Religion, and cauſed him; together with themſelves to attend upon 
the publick Ordinances, by which he came hrſt to have a taſte, and reliſh of Religion in - 
his hcart, __When his Father was dead, he went to live with DoQor Bodley (Brother 
tothe famous Sir Thomas Bodley who was the Founder of the Univerſity Library in Ox- 
ford) a man of eminent Picty and Exemplary Holineſs, who at this time was Minilter 
ot the Pariſh where Mr Row was born, and where his Parents lived. .-From this holy 
man Mr. Row learned much, yea very much of the work of God upon his foul: And as 
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he learned much from him, ſo he was not a little beloved of him, the Door bearing ag 
tender a reſpe& to him as if he had been his own Child. 


__—- Living thus with Doctor Bodley, and afterwards, for a while with another Golly Gen- 


tlemen [ Mr. Thom is Gale ot Crediton | he had opportunities of frequent going to London, 
where he hcard thoſe Preachers as were in the greatelt Repute in thole times, as Doctor, 
Gowuge,'Mr; Stock, &c. ind by them he was much holpen forward in ſpiritual knowledge 
and quickncd in hislove to the ways of God. But Doctor Bodleys Counſel, togethzr with 
his holy Example Che being a man of an Auſtere Life, and moſt ſtrict Converſation ) 
ſcemed to be that which had moſt influence upon him, and to have the greateſt imprefſj- 
on upon his Heart : For nothing was more familiar with him, through his whole Lite, 
than to be ſpeaking,upon all occaſions,what he had ſeen, and heard, and obſerved in ths 
worthy Door. The Sermons alſo and Preaching of Door Bodley was of great uſe to 
him. For this was Mr. Rowes obſervation concerning him, that whatever the ſubje&t 
were that the Doctor had been treating of, yet ſtill ; when he came to the Application, 
the uſe that he would be ſure to make of it, ſhould be todrive men to Chritt, 


__— The Dodrine was fo firmly rooted and rivited into Mr. Row, that all which knew 


him intimatclv, could' not but ſay that they never knew any man thet was a greater 
advancer of Chriſt, or that did more inculcate this great principle upon all whom he had 
occaſion to coverſe with, namely, That they ſhould have « great care to deny themſelves and 
to live upon Chriſt, | 


__—- More particularly what were the firſt gracious workings of God upon his heart, him- 


ſelf ſet down in a Paper under under his own hand, where having before related the 
Mercics of God towards him, and his care and providence over him in his Infancy, and 
Childhood, he goes on thus, 


| __— Neither did my gracious God ceaſe to do me good in the days of my youth, whereat I may 


juſtly admire: O the depth and riches of his unchangeable Grace For bere were T able to ſet 
out the true Ides of my then deformed heart and life : But better it is to confeſs the ſame to my 
graciow God, and to pray him not to remember thoſe ſins of my youth : Both which T have done ; 
20 wit, both confeſſed them and begged pardon of them, and by Gods Grace intend to do to my dy- 
ing day. Tet thus much I think good $0 unfold, for the praiſe of the glory of Gods Grace, 


- that, whereas I was by nature prone to all ſins, of all kinds, eſpecially to thoſe two Aonſters, 
Pride ani Voluptuonſneſs and in the latter of theſe,an Inventer of new kinds of ſmnning, yet the— 


Loyd g.rve me not up to mine own hearts Iufts altogether : But even then began, not only to reſtrain 
me, but alſs by the means of Grace to\do me good, _O Lord, my Salvation is of thee alone. 
For if ever any ſhould be ſaved by their own Merits, very likely was it that I ſhould be fartheſt 
off 5 For thon reſiſteſt the Proud. But the Gifts and Calling of God are without Repentance, 

Hence it came to aſe that the ſame gracious God (who out of his nnchangable Love ordained 
me unto Life) ſtirred up the Spirit of Dofior Bodley to admoniſh me to take heed of Pride, and 
thoſe overweaning conceits of my ſelf,which be eſpied in me,and counſelled me to buy a Bible and 
to read the ſame: which Admonition and Counſel the Lord was pleaſed to bleſs in ſuch wiſe, 
that ever ſince that time, T have in ſome meak, meaſure kept a conſtant courſe of reading the Scrip« 
tures, except ſome few ſhort intermiſſions 4 By which means, I do acknowledge to the Glory 
of my-God,that my poor ſoul hath received no ſmall benehit.By this it appears that Pride 


him often to ſay in his familiar Diſcourſe, that Eaſe, Pride, and Pleaſure were the great 
{ins of youth. _ He would alſo very frequently ſpeak of this paſſage, that there was 
but one thing which he mainly defired in the days of his youth, ,which if it had been 
granted, would have proved his ruin 3, And that was, that he might have had the ſame 
liberty, that another young man of his acquaintance had granted unto him, who after- 
wards came to a miſcrable End. Afterwards he often acknowledged what a Mercy it 
was that- he was ſoreftraincd by his Parents, and that God gave him not his own 
Will. 

The Lord having thus begun the good work of Grace in Mr. Rowes heart, it was 


- much improved by the Counlcl, Miniſtry, and holy Converſation of Do&tor Bodley, with 


whom he continued for ſometime, even till the Doors death. And the Doctor, atter 
ſome experience of him, perceiving his Ingenuity, Fidelity, and Inclination to Religion, 
barc'a very great and tender affe&tion to him 3 yea, ſuch was his love to him, that, hav- 
ing no Child of his own, he intended to have done much for him at his Death : But be- 
ing ſorprized with ſomewhat a ſuddain ficknels, whereof hgdicd, and not being able 
by rcalon hereof to do what he inteded, Mr. Rowes hopes were whelly fruſtrated of 
£n- 


_—and the love of Pleaſure were his Maſter fins in the dayes of his youth 3 which cauſed — 
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enjoying any thing that the Door purpoſed to do for him. And this Event he look- 
ed upon (as he was ever wont to conſtrue it, in his familiar Diſcourſes with his Friends ) 
as the wiſe Providence of God towards him, that he might ſee his whole dependence 
to be on the Lord for what he had. 

— About the ewenty fifth year of . his Age he was diſpoſed of in Marriage, about which His Marriage. 

there were ſome remarkable Providences which he thought tit to;Record in theſe words, 

When I was deſirous to enter into the ftate of Marriage, I was aſſayed with Cove- 
© touſnels, Voluptuouſneſs, and Ambition, and would furecly have undone my ſelf by 
© fome, or by all theſe evils, had not my gracious God, by diſappointing my unſfantifed 
* defires for ſeven years ſpace,or more, prevented my Folly. -Oh what a miſery is it for 
*vain youth to have its will LO what a Bleſſing to bear the Yoke betime! Eſpecially 
© when God will open the Ear to diſcipline, as (blefſed be his Name) he did mine at laſt. 
* And here I may juſtly break out in admiration of the riches of his Grace, that brought 
*light unto me out of my darkneſs, I mean, a great light of Grace into my foul, by oc- 
© calion of the great darkneſs of mine own fin into which I fell. My Pride went before my 
© fall; fo fin drew on fin : and fin was puniſhed with fin : YetCO depth of Grace !) this 
* Fall was the cauſe of my Riſing TI mean, in Grace. Thus my Gracious God did me good 
© by minc own evils, and made my greateſt fins the occafion of my greateſt humiliation. 

_< And though Voluptuouſneſs, Ambition, and Covetouſneſs were the Idol fins of my 
© youth, yet my Gracious God preſerved me from the groſs acting of thoſe fins, either 
© by Murther, Adultery, Fornication, Theft, or any offler unlawtul way of gain : I ay, 
© that it was my gracious God that preſerved me, and therefore let his Name have all 
© the Glory. _ As tor me, I ſhould have run mad in Pride with Nebxchadnezzar, and burſt 
© afunder in Covetouſneſs with Judas, and drowned my elf in a daily courſe of delicacy 
* with the Glutton that Saint Lake mentions, had I not been kept by the power of God EY 
© alone. _ Only, only to thy Name, O Lord be the praiſe. 

* My deſire of Marriage was corrupt through Covetouſneſs, Voluptuouſneſs, and 
©* Ambition, as I faid, and my gracious God croſhng thoſe unſancified defires of mine 
* for divers years, did at length teach me todeſire Marriage for better Ends : And hay- 
© ing begun to ſet my mind in order, he alſobrough on the bleffing, — For firſt he pre. 
© pared my heart to ſeek him by Prayer for a meet helper, and then he opened his Ear, -- 
© and granted my requeſt 3 ſo that even in the ſame day wherein he had ſtirred me upin — 
$a more than ordinary manner to feeka bleſſing in my Marriage by Prayer, he was plea{- 
© ed to give me evidence that he had heard me, in ſending me an honeſt Chriſtian, which — 
*came to me on purpoſe to break the matter for Marriage with her, which afterwards —- 
© God gave me to Wite. 
© This Match Satan attempted to hinder, Þy ſtirring up a near Friend of mine tofail 

*in pertormance of his promiſe made to me, for my preferment, which jultly might 
* have alienated the minds of my Wives Parents from me, but that my gracious God 

© would not ſuffer Satan to do me that miſchief 3 yea, more than fo, he gave me Grace to 
© ſcek Reconciliation with that Friend of mine that had ſo deeply wronged me, 
_— The Family into which he matched was godly, who rather embraced Mr. Rowes rao- 

' tion, becauſe of that which they had heard concerning his good AﬀeCtions to Religion. 
_-She whom he took to Wife was a very godly and {incere Woman, though ſhe walked in , 
darkneſs and had no Aſſurance of Gods love the greateſt part of her life, yet when ſhe 
( lay ſick and was upon her death-bed, ſhe complaining that ſhe had no aſſurance of Gods 
| love, or that when ſhe died ſhe ſhould be received into glory, Mr.Row beſought the Lord 
very carneſily for her, and the Lord was fo far prevailed with, thata little before her 

death, he gave her aſſurance of beivg received into his heavenly Kingdom, and this in a 
{ more than ordinary manner. WM 

1 _-—After Mr. Rowes Marriage he continved in his Father-in-laws houſe at Pinhow in De- Prayer pre- 
vorſhire four years 3 a place enriched with divers worldly contentments, but all imbitter- 
e&d for want of the Miniſtry Gods word, as himſelf recorded it. _© There (faith he) 1 
© had juſt occaſion given me torepent of my former fulſomneſs and wearineſs of that 
© heavenly Manns. But here again my gracious God that never ceaſeth to do me good, 
*did as well provide the Plaiſter, as give the wound, He wounded my Conſcience by 
* want of the Miniſtry, thereby bringing to my remembrance my fin in undervaluing 
© the plentiful Miniſtry which I once enjoyed : But he healed the breach again, not only 
* by torgiveneſs and repentance, but alſo by providing for me the Miniſtry of a worthy 
* Servant of his in a ncighbouring Parith, 

_ Mr. Row being now weary of living any longer in the houſe of his F a 
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His remove t0 fcr the aforeſaid reaſon, and hearing that there was anable Preacher at Crediton, he re- 
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moved his Family and habitation thither, on purpoſe to enjoy the means ot Grace, and 
continued there to his dying day : And he would often exhort his Children and Ac- 
quaintance, that in chooſing an habitation, their firſt care ſhould be to plant themlſclves 
undcr a godly and powertul Miniſtry, and for this purpole adding that Text, Cant, 
1.8: Go forth by theeFootſteps of the Flock, and feed thy Kids beſides the Shepherds Tents. 

_—-Not long after his coming to Crediton, he was made High Conſtable, in which office he , 
© continucd twenty years 3 in which place his care, diligence, and zcal was ſuch, for ſup- 

preflingand puniſhing of Vice,that his name became a terror tothe wicked and prophane. 

And his prudence, charity, and compaſſion were not interior to his zeal. For he uſed 

firſt to ſeck to win Offenders by good Counſel, and gentle Admonitions, before he would 

uſe the ſeverity of the Law againſt them 3 and he had a ſpecial care to let men ſee that 
his heat was not againſt their Perſons but againſt their Vices : And ſuch was Gods pre- 

{ence with him, ſuch the Authority and Majeſty which ſhone in his carriage, that al- 

though he was forced to puniſh many for their miſdemeanours, yet none had power fo — 

much as to lift up an hand againſt him.,- One inſtance is remarkable. 

__ A certain Rufhan being puniſhed by him, for ſome groſs miſdcmeanours, vowed that 
the next time he met him he would ſtab him, and being put into the ſtocks, his rage 
was ſuch, that not being able to have his Will upon Mr: Row, he firuck at the tones 
with his Knife for very madneſs: Yet afterwards when he met Mr. Row, aud might 
have had opportunity to revengghimſelt upon him, yet the Lord fo overpowred him 
that he was as a man ſtruck dumb, and had not a word to ſay. | 

__— Many of his Friends that knew his abilities, often ſolicited him to take the Office of 
a Juſtice of a Pcace, but ſuch was his humility and modeſty, thar he would by no means 
yicld to it, ſaying he had neither Abilities, nor an Efiate fit for it, and that it was a way 
ro make Authority contemptible when Inferior perſons were put into ſuch Places. He 
was very circumſpe& to cut off all occaſions of Offence from ſuchas would be ready to 
take it. Bcing uſcd in his younger days to ſhoot in the long Bow for his Recreation, 
once mceting with an Offender againſt the Law, he rebuked him for it. The man ans» 
iwcred, Why maylT not as well do this as you ſhoot with a Bow ? Upon this he laid it aſide 
and would never ſhoot afterwards. 

__— He wasof a very peaceable temper : He would never foment differences, but ſought 
' all he could to compoſe them. If any jarring was between him and any others, the 
fault was uſually theirs, becauſe he could not comply with their corruptions, but ſought 
their Reformation. He was a great Peace-maker, and ſpent much of his time in 
compoſing differences among neighbours and friends : Many Law Suits he prevented 
many difterences between near Relationsghe reconciled zand the Lord to blcfſed theſe 
his cndcavours, that he was ſeldom free from ſuch imployments. AUpon an occaſion he 
——ſaid'to a Relation of his, that he might have encreaſed his Eſtate much more, had he 
_— ſpent that time in proſecuting his own affairs which he ſpent in the buſineſſes, of other 

men, He made made other mens occafions and conditions his ownzhedeeply Sympathized 
with thcir diſireſſes, and in his Prayes he would as aftcCtionately Pray for them as for 
bimfclt : And when he had undertaken their buſineſſes, he would A as vigorouſly in 
their behalf asif it were his own concerns, though he neither ſought nor reaped any 
advantage to himſelf by it. ” 

__ He wasForty yearsold cre he attained that great bleſſing of Aſſurance; But having 
once obtained it he never loſt itz ſo that he enjoyed the comfort of it for above Thirty 
years: And as himſelf ſaid, he maintained it by a diligent and conſtant uſe of all the 

means of Grace, both publick and private, and by taking an account of his heart,at leaſt 
once every day. And that at ſometimes he had more ſpecial Experience of the 
Witneſs and Teſtimony of the Spirit, together with that of his own 3 concerning 
which himſelf thus expreſſes it ina Letter to a Friend : In anſwer to your deſire to 
receive a few of my thoughts and experiences concerning the Witneſs, or Teſtimony 
of the Spirit in Aﬀurancez 

——* I do acknowledg (to the glory of God) that God hath given me ſome Experience 
* of his Love (and at ſometimes more than at other times) in the Teſtimony of his Spi- 
© rit bearing Witneſs with my Spirit concerning mine Adoption, and ſo conſequently of 
*my Juſtification, Sanftification, and Eternal Life. But this is better felt than expreſſed 
*yct in ſome meaſure (as the Lord ſhall enable me) I will endeavour to anſwer your de- 
* lire herein, Firſt, that there is ſuch a priviledg given to ſome of Gods Ele on Earth, 

* as to have Gods Spirit to bear Witneſs with their Spirits that they are the Children of 

* God, appcarcth, Rom.8,15, * Again 
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_Þþ Again, that this Teſtimony 1s given to Believers after that they are cffcually call- 
«ed to Grace, appcareth, Eph.1.13- by which they arc aflured of the Grace ot God : 
But that every one that is cffectually called to Grace hath this Tettimony prefcncly 
© oiven, I dare not affirm 3 but do rather think that ſome may wait a longer time than 
© others before they do receive it, For mine own part I believe that I was cffccually 
©alled divers ycars before the Lord gave me this Aſſurance, 

Again, the truthof the Teſtimony of this holy Spirit in mine own Soul, I have di- 

© {cerned from falſe flaſhes, and unſound comforts by this, that this Teſtimony doth al- 
© wayes when it comes, raiſe the Soul to more defires after more intimate Union and 
* Communion with God : Works more Selt-abhorrency, and more to pleaſe God, ard 
«© fear to difpleale him, and (in a word) drives me nearer unto God, whereas falſe aſhes 
£ Jeave the Soul looſe. 

-E Again, for the continuance of this bleſſed Teſtimony in the Soul, Ido find that an — 
holy, humble,conſiant waiting on God and Communion with him in his Ordinances, 
*joyned with a conſtant care and endeavour to walk with God, in uprightnefs in alt - 
©the dutics of my particular Calling, and Relations, are bleſſed means to keep up and 

* ©encreaſe this Aſſurance ;; But the negle&, or remiſs uſage of theſe doth diminiſh the Oil — 
* of this bleſſed Lamp, and unſanRihed Liberty fo far grives the holy Spirit as toſuſpend — 
©his Teſtimony for a time. 

_—Avrother asking him about the Teſtimony of the Spirit, he anſwered, It is a ſecret 9+ 
rerpowering, that I am his and he is mine : 1 am my welbeloveds, and my welbeloved is mine. 
Hc obſerved that the likelieſt means to attain Aſſurance was, to propound Spiritual 
ends to our ſelves in defiringof it; not ſo much that we might be quict and tree 
from trouble in our Conſcicnces,, but that by the knowledg and apprehenſion of 
Gods love to us, we might be able to give to God the glory of his own Grace, and 
be carried out to higher pitches in our obedience. For (faid he) there may be muc\ 
ſelfiſhneſs in ſeeking peace. T find it be't when I am come to the greateſt heigths of Peace, to 
fludy my duty 3 what it is that God would have me to do, and to follow bim therein : Otherwiſe 
I meet with a Cloud, 

— ln his accounts which he made upevery day, the method that he uſed in his Medita® Meditation. 
tion, was to conſider what God had done for him, and what his carriage had been to*» 
wards God And he (aid, when he confider'd what Gods carriage towards Þim had been, 
there he ſaw that God had been doing him good in a conttant tenor :, But when he re- 
fleted upon himfelt, there he ſaw many failings ;- whereupon he ſaid, there was no A- 
Rion done by him that was ever fo good, but there was ſome circumſtance or other 
that he (aw himſelf imperte&t and deteQtive in : And he faid, I have accounted it a great 
pitch, when the Lord hath ſhewed me ſome defetis in my beſt Aftions that I may go clean out of my 
ſelf unto Feſus Chriſt : By this conttant praQtice ot his in reviewing his Lite and A&ions, 
he kept much inward pzace of Conſcience: And uſually, at the cloſe of the day, after the 
calting up of his accounts and fervent Prayer, the Lord made itout out to him, that all 
was pardoned : And by this means at the laſt he attained to as an habitual a perſwaſion of 
the love of God as moſt have attained unto, fo that he walked in the light of Gods coun- 
tenance from day to day. Much of his Prayers were, that his taith might be (o 
ſtrengthened as to ſee and behold the love of God in all the paſſages of his Lite, that 
(with Abrabam) he might give the Lord glory by believing, uw” 

__ He was very jealous of lofing this bleſſed priviledge, namely, the ſenſe that he had —” 
of the love of God and the light of his countenance that he walked in.» Hefaid, they - 
were two things that he mainly delired of God : Firlt, that having been a Profeſſor of — 
Religion ſo long, he might be kept frame {candalous fins. Secondly, That God would — 
not hide his face from him 3 Saying, that he was a man of a low Spirit, and that withe 
out Gods preſence he could not ſubliſt._ And therefore (ſaid he)I faw it neceſſary to be — 
kept under Affliction, that I might be humble. Knowing that God would not reyeal © 
himſelf to proud perſons. 

—— Beſides this habitual Peace and aſſurance, he had many particular comforts from the 1, comporns, 
Lord at ſeveral times, and upon ſeveral occaſions 3 uſually when he laid him down 
to reſt at night, he had the promiſe Sealed to him 3 Fear not — I am thy ſhield, and 
thy exce:ding Great Reward. When he had been begging ſuch a pitch of Holineſs, the 
Lord hath hinted to him, I will ſatisfie thee: When the Lord took away his tirſt-Wite, 
whereupon he was troubled how todiſpoſe of his Children, the Lord comforted him 
with this ; They are thine but for a time, but they are mine for ever, , Having been exer- 

cilſcd 
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ciſed with a fit of the Stone, he wrote thus toa friend : Theſe are to let you know how 
Fatherly the Lord dealeth with us: Tho afflified, yet not forſaken. That which ſweetens all 
my Affliftions is, the inward Peace which the Lord is pleaſed to give me in all my out- 
ward pain, When he was in any ſpecial ſtrait or difficulty, and needed Counlel what 
to do, the Lord did always, firſt or lalt (after his caractt ſccking to him) make 
his way plain unto him. 


Diſcoveries of _— The Lord did alſo many times give him ſecret hints what he was about to do, 


furure events 
to him. 


Meditation. 


pn 


which alſo came to paſs according, to theſe Scriptures, Pſal. 25.14. The ſecret of the Lord 
is with them that fear bim : Gen.18.17. Shall 1 bide from Abraham the thing that I do? When 
any great thing was approaching Relating to himſelf, his family , or the Church, 
he had uſually ſome intimations from God before-hand concerning it. -On a time 
he was obſerved to be very fad, ſaying that God intimated to him that he would 
make ſome change in his Family , but what it would be he knew not 3 and he made 
chis. uſe of it, to ſet his Houſe in order 3 and not long after the Lord took away a 
near Relation, which proved a great affliction to him. And tho the Lord did many 
extraordinary things, and ſuch as were not uſualor common, yet did he not expect 
them, neither did he ( as Luther ſpeaks of himſelf) indent with the Lord that he 
ſhould give them unto him, much leſs would he boaſt of things of this ( whercof he 
had many ) unto others. He was content with the plain, naked word of God, which 
he magnified, and all his ſtudy and delight lay therein : And tho he met with ma- 
ny extraordinary things in his own experience, yet ſpake he of them {cldom, and 
but to a few 3 which Che aid} he did, partly to prevent Spiritual- pride, and partly 
leſt weaker Chriſtians ſhould be diſcouraged , who had not attained to what the 
Lord had done for him 3 and partly that ſuch as never knew what belonged to (ach 
things might not make a Scoff at them when they heard them. 


_- He was much in Prayer, and had a ſingular —_— in Meditation, ard this made 
(* 


him a wiſe Man, and a wiſe Chriſtian, He would feldome anſwer any ſerious mat- 
ter, but he would firſt pauſe a while. He was much delighted in a ſaying of Dr. Preſt- 
ons, That the Greateſt Muſers are the beſt Artiſts, He was lo much taken up in Mcdita- 
tion, that he found himſelf much ſpent by it, and would ſay, That Meditation was a 
ſpending thing, Sometimes in a Morning before he roſe, he would be Meditating 
an hour or two together : When he was riding, or walking abroad (if he was alone) 
he would till be in Meditation. When he went about his worldly affairs, he would 
contrive them before hand, and ſpend what ſpare time he had in Heavenly contem- 
plation ;, He ſeldom prayed in ſecret, but would fit himſelt for it by Meditation Say 
ing, -he preferred a ſhort Prayer after long Meditation,, beforea long Prayer without 
Meditation :-When ever he heard a Sermon, he ſpent a conſiderable time in Meditats 
ing upon what he had heard. 

He uſed to ſay, That if he were in a place wherein he might have opportunity of bearing 
more than two Sermons a day, he ſhould not like it ſo well to bear much, unleſs he could 
have liberty to digeft it by Meditation. - In Meditating upon the things he heard, he 
would diligently look intoall the Texts that were quoted 3 often ſpeaking of that 
famous Intiance of the Bereans, of whom the Holy Gholi teſtifies, that they were more 
Noble than thoſe of Theſſalonics , becauſe they ſearched the Scriptures , whether thoſe 
things were ſo. This Mecditation helped him greatly, inſomuch that by a diligent 
inquiry into the Scriptures, and muſing upon what he had heard, he was ſometimes 
carried much farther than what the Miniſter had touched upon : And when he came 
to repeat thoſe Sermons in his Family (as his conſtant Practice was ) having Medi- 
tated upon them before-hand , he would clear up thoſe paſſages as had moſt difh- 
culty in them, or that had been delivered more darkly. And if the Preacher was of 
meaner parts and gifts, and what he had delivered might not ſeem fo uſeful, he 
would ſo explain , and illuſtrate what he heard, that the Sermon was always ren- ' 
dred profitable in his Repetition of it. 


_.—- Aﬀter his Repetition on the Lords days, he uſed to call his Children and Servants to 


an account of what they had learned of that which had been taught 3 It any had been 
careleſs, he would admoniſh and reprove them for their negligence, and thew them 
che danger they were in ,- by reaſon of their unprofitablencſs under the means of 
Grace : Such as were aptand forward to remember, he would commend and encourage 
them, often mentioning that Speech of our Saviour, To him that bath , ſhall more be 
giver,» But from him that hath not, ſhall be taken away even that which be bath, FAnd, 

_—_— 
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tho where there was occaſion, he would ſpeak with great Authority, yet when he came 

to diſcourſe with his Children and Servants about theſe things, he would ſpeak with 

much tamiliarity and condeſcention to the meaneſt of their capacities, thereby infinu- 

ating, him(clt into their affections, begetting a Love in them to the word, and taking 
opportunity thereby to make things more plain and eaſy totheir underſtandings, 

_- He was much and frequent in Prayer: Heoften prayed with his Wite alone 3 And Frequent in 
when any great occation fell out in the Day, he would retire into his Cloſer to ask Praver- 
Counſel, and a Blcfſing from the Lord, Every Month he kept a private Faſt by him- 

ſelf, (bclides what he did upon emergent occaſions )- to ſeek the Lord, and the better 

co prepare himſeclt for the Lords Supper, at which time alſo he had much upon his 

heart the concernments of the Churchz when ever any afflition betcl him, or any in 

his Family, or of his Relations, his conſtant courſe was, to feeck the Lord in an 
extraordinary way. And if there were any great bufincſs that he was to undertake, 

or any great ſirait wherein he needed divine Counſel, or Prote&ion , he fill {cr 

time apart in a more than ordinary manner, unto which he uted to have ſome 

: gracious return or other. 

; And behides his ſer times of Prayer , he was frequent in holy Ejaculations, which 

, proceeded from the Spiritual frame of his heart ; he was very punctual in keeping 

a his times and ſcafons tor Prayer, Reading, and Meditation. Tho his worldly bu- 
fincls were ſometimes very urgent, yet was he always very loth to abridge himſeltin 
his wonted courſe for holy exerciſes, and if at any time he was abridged of his tull 
time, he would redeem the next opportunity , to regain what time he had toft. 
He uſed to ſay, that when he did haſten over holy duties out of an cager deſire to 
follow his worldly buſineſs, he did many time meet with a croſs in them, but when 
he did ſpend his ordinary time, God did make his other Buſineſs to proſper the better 3 
or if not, his mind was brought to ſubmit to the Willof God. 

_- Inall his Prayers, whether alone or with others, his heart was greatly affe&ted and 4A holy hearts 
carried out with much holy Zeal and fervency. In his old age his heart would of- 
ten melt and be difſolved into Tears, and his affeQions ſeemed to be as: vigorons as 
the affections of young converts 3 when he joyned with others in Holy duties he was 
far from remiſs and careleſs carriage» His deportment was ſo Reverent, and mix- 
&d with ſuch affetigns that the Miniſter under whom he lived, would profefs, that 
he found himſelf much quicked by obſerving his lively affections: If at any time 
he found a dcadneſs coming upon him, it grieved him more than any outward aMiQi- 
one Ina Letter wherein he had ſpoken of a bodily diſtemper , he adds this; 7hat 
which troubles me now is the diſtemper of my Spirit > becauſe I find my ſelf leſs lively in 
boly thing, and more unattive than formerly ; Teſterday ( bleſſed be God ) I found ſome re- 
viving. 

x; -Ithe awoke in a Morning heforc his ordinary time, yet he would getup and his 
manner was to ſpend ſome time in Meditation, for the molt part about the great 
work of our Redemption, and on the Eternal Sacrifice of the Lord Feſus which 
he offered up to his Father for the taking away of his peoples fins : And he uſed to 
Counſel his Children, every morning to take a turn at the Croſs of Chriſt, and to think 
of his Sufferings, which (ſaid he) will be a means tomake you love Chriſtthe more. 
As he dreſſed himſelf in a morning, he would drop ſome holy Inſtructions or other a- 
mong thoſe that were about him 3 and when he was ready, his hr{t work was toretire 
into his Cloſet, where he ſpent a conliderable time in Reading , Meditation, and 
Prayer, 

_— Every morning he read ſome part of the Scriptures, with ſome Commentary upon 
the ſame, elpecially with Calvins Expoſition , which he much delighted in tor the 
$piritualiry , and folidneſs thereof. 

- Having ended his private Devotions, he uſed tocall his Family together, to whom 
he Communicated what he had learned by his own Meditation, and by what he had the morning. 
learned from the Authors which he read : And whatſoever his worldly bufineſs 
were, he would rarely omit this excerciſe in his Family. And fuch was his modeſty 
and humility in mannaging this buſineſs, that he would tell them, that he would not 
take upon him to interpret the Scripture, but only would communicate to them what 
he had learned from Judicious Divines. By this conſtant courſe of Reading and Mc- 
ditation he became expert and mighty in the Scriptures, fothat in his Family dutics, 
he would open the Scriptures with much clearnefs of Judgment, the Lord caduing him 
with 
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with a more than ordinary ability to make things plain and familiar to the meaneſt 
capacity: And when he came to apply things to thoſe of his own Family, he would 
carefully conſider every ones condition, and thoſe whom he tcared to be till in the 


State of nature, he would lay open to them the danger of their preſent condition , 
and what a ſad thing it was for them to remain out of Chriſt ; And whatever the 
matter was that he had been ſpeaking of, his Exhortation (till was, to prels them to 
look after Chriſt, in whom the Father had laid up all Grace, and from whom they 
muſt expc& to receive all Grace 5 And his exhortations were ſet on with great Au- 
thori'y : And there was ſo great a preſence of God with him, that many ( beſides his 
own Family) who occaſionally came to his Houſe, and heard him, will have cauſe to 
Blcſs God for him to all Eternity. | 


__ Having, ſpent a quarter of on hour or little more in theſe exhortations, he would 


cloſe up the duties with Prayer, wherein he would not be long : but his Prayer was 
ſo tubltantial, that he would comprehend the whole of Religion in a ſhort Prayer. 
His Prayer ſeemed to be nothing but a digeſted Meditation a&ed by the Spirit of 
God; every paſſage in it had its weight, and not one Sentence could well be ſpared- 
Tho he varicd in his Form, yet the ſubſtance and materials of his Prayers were {oy the 
moſt part the ſame, yet till he took in the other neceflitics of his Family, as the va» 
rious Providences of God gave occafion. The main ſcope at which his Prayers were 
levelled, was the glory of God 3 he was ſtill carried above himſelt to eye and aime 
at that , and ill he would thus be expreſſing it; Lord glorifie thy ſelf in our Salvati- 
on : Glorifie thy ſelf in beſtowing this or that Grace upon us. The matter of his Prayer 
was {till commenſurate to the word 3 what the word required of us as a duty, either 
in our general or particular Callings , or in Relation to the various Providences of 
God, that was ſtill the matter of his Prayersz he was moſt eminent in this, for hav- 
inga very large and comprehenſive Charity, he would (till take in the concernment of the 
Church Catholick, and would conltantly pray for all that Ele&ion where ever they were. 


——1In the Evening, before Supper, if he could get liberty, he ſpend would ſome time in 


Reading the worksof ſome Eminent Divine 3 and he took moſt delight in Dr. Preff- 
ons Books, wherein he was ſo converſant that moſt of the choifeſt paſſages in his 
Writings, becarne very familiar with him, Then he betook himſelf to his contiant courſe 
of Praycr and Meditation. After Supper he cauſed his Children, and the young Scholars 
that were in his Houſe ( which for many years was never empty of ſuch, who were ſent 
to the Grammar School, aud by their Parents were placed in his Family, to enjoy the be 
nefit of his Inſtructions and holy Example,) each of them to Read a Chapter 3 which 
being done,he would call together his whole Family,and would ſpendthe refi of the Even- 
ing in Catechiſing,or in repeating ſome Sermon that had been Preachcd in the week day. 


—— Whcn the Sabbath was approaching, he would endeavoux fo to order his affairs, 


that lic might diſpatch his worldly bulineſs in due ſeaſon, and fo have the more li- 
berty in the Evening to ſet his heart in order for the the duties of the Lords Day; 
when it was come he would ſpend moſt of the Morning in ſecret Prayer and Medita- 
tion, and he uſed to be ſhorter in his Family duties on that day than on others, that 
ſo they might not be hindred from attending upon the Publick H— And his 
care was to be there at the Beginnings and he uſed to ſay, that it was fitter for them 
to wait for the Miniſter, than that the Miniſter ſhuuld wait for them 3 And he would 
often mention the example and Speech of Cornelizs (At. 10.33.) We are all bere 
preſent before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God : The Morning Ser- 
.mon being ended, he would ſpend the little time he had before Dinner in looking o- 
ver his Notes, and in Meditating upon what he had heard. 


_— Dinner being ended, he uſed to repeat the Sermon to his Family , and ſo haſten to 


the JCongregation, Aftcr the Sermon he uſed to ſpend a conſiderable time in ſecrer, 
and the reſt of the Evening was ſpent in Repetition of the Sermon, and in calling his 
Family to an account of the things which they had learned. 


. - He highly eſteemed and Reverenced Godly Miniſters, tho they were very mcan and 


of low parts and gifts he would ſhew much reſpe& to them3 And according, to his 
own practice, he would often exhort his Children, and thoſe about him to have an 
high eſteem of the Goſpel Miniltry, often preſſing upon them, thoſe words of our 
Saviour Chriſt, He that heareth you, heareth me , and be that deſpiſeth you , diſpiſeth me , 
and he that deſpiſeth me, deſpiſeth bim that ſent me, He would mind them alſo of what 
Saint Paxl laid, that Faith came by hearing, and bearing of the word of God. 

He 
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— He would often tell chem, that God could, if he ſo plcaſed, ſpeak unto them himſclt; 


but chooſing tocondeſcend to our infirmities, he rather ſpeaks to us by men like our 
ſelves : He could have ſpoken to Cornelixs himſelf, or have cauſed the Angel to Preach 
to him 3 but he bids him co ſend for Peter, who ſhould tell kim what to do. Hecou!d 
not endure that any ſhould account our Minifiry Anti-Chriftian , but upon all occa- 
fions would vindicate them againſt all oppoſers, and would ſay, That unleſs we firmly be- 
lieve the Miniſtry to be the appointment of Jeſus Chriſt, we cannot ſo profit by it as we ought 
to do 


He would fay that it was lawful for us tocovet the beſt gifts, if we might enjoy them, 


but we mult not deſpiſe the meancit. . He ſaid, Fhen you come 40 the Ordinance, the b:- 


— 


fineſs ir between God and you, and whether the Tuſtrument be of meaner or greater Parts, yt © 


this is the Portion that God allots you. And he laid, Tbat there was not the weakeſt Ser - 
mon that ever be heard, but the Lord did bim good by it. -When I meet witha Sermon that 
doth not like me, T firſt look. into my ſelf to ſee if there was nothing amiſs there ; And if there 
were no fault there, I would then ſcan it over again. -For we many times. blame the Mini- 
fter, when as the fault is oxr own, that we have not prayed for him as we ſhould have done, 


His love to the word was ſuch, that tho there were two Miaiſters in the place 


where he lived, anda weakly LeQture, yet even in his old age he would ride fix or 
ſeven Miles to enjoy the benetit of a weekly Le&ure at Exeter. 

He (eldome pray- 
ed but he would pray with great affection for all in his Family, and forall others that 
belonged to Gods Election, that' were yet uncalled : And in his Family exerciſes he 
would ſtill be ſpeaking ſomewhat that might make them ſee their need of Chrift 3 and 
that which he preſicd moſt was, that they would labour to get into Chriſt, and to 
make ſure of Chriſt, 


_ He was full of bowels of compaſſion to thoſe that were under Temptations, and di- 


ſtreſs of Conſcience, ſeveral of which did reſort to him, and ſome did abide in his Fa- 
mily for a ſeaſon, the better to enjoy the bencfit of his Counſel and Prayers 3 and God 
was pleaſcd fo to bleſs his cadeavours, that they went away with peace and fatisfacti- 


On. 
_ Himſelf alſo was not without his Temptations, tho his aſſurance remained unſha- 


ken. Once indeed in fickneſs, he was (trongly afſaulted by Satan, who ſuggelted ro 
him that he was an Hypocrite, and that all he had done was in hypocrifie 3 But the 
Lord put it into his heart coan{wer, Be it Jo, yet now I will caſt my ſelf upon the grace of 
God in Chriſt, and hereupon the Temptation immediatly vaniſhed. And he was noc 
without other Temptations, eſpecially unto Inhidelity. A day or two before his death 
he complained to a near Relation, that he had been troubled with grievous Tempeati- 
ons, as to queltion whethcr there were ſuch an one as Chriſt , and whether there 
had been ſuch Actions done by himas are Recorded ? But the Morning after, theſe 
words were dropped into him : I was Crucified for thee : I ſhed my Blood for thee, This 
melted his heart exceedingly, that when his Temptation was of ſo grievous a Nature , 
yet the Lord ſhould fo condeſcend to him , that he could not ſpeak withous 
Tears. 


__- He had had alſo ſeveral other conflicts, fo that he once brake out into this ex- 


preſſion : Oit is hard keeping up till we come #0 Heaven : It is bard fighting: And again 
Before we receive our Crown, we muſt ſtrive and finiſh our courſe: Temptations will ariſe, 
But bleſſed is the man that endures Temptationz For when he is tryed he (hall receive 
the Crown of Life, He ſaid, that hehad been Ten years ftriving againſt oue corruption, 
and at laſt the Lord brake the neck, of it : As alſo, I bavebeen _ againſt tbe beighth 
of my Spirit theſe forty years. And as he had his inward conflicts to he was feldome 
without ſome outward Tryal and AfﬀMiGtions, Hefaid, it was one of his exerciſes e- 
very Morning, tocxpe&t what God might try him with in the Day, either by At- 
fliions or Temptations: Adding, I thought I bad undergone meny Tryals, ſo that now 
I might hope to be quiet, but ſtill the” Lord provides ſome new ones, Andin a Letter to a 
near Relation , he ſaid 3 That hislite was made up of mixtures of encouragements 
and difficulties: And, Ido think it may be much conducing to the glory of God, and to 
our Advantage, if we ſtill expeft ſuch mixtures , knowing that we are thereunto appointed , 
and that ſo we may in every days ſncceſs intreat the Lord for Grace ſuitable to our infirmi- 
ties and neceſſities > whereas , if we ſhould limit the Almighty to bave our Wills ſatisfied , 
we may diſpleaſe bim and create croſſes to our ſelves ; Ard as he was [eldome m_—_ ſome 
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affliction or other, ſo they. were of ſingular uſe tohim, He ſaid , whenever I wag out 
of the way, the Lord ſhewed me clearly that I was ſo, and that this or that was not right, 
and this be did uſually by Afflitions, He ſayd, He never had any Chaſtiſement in. gll, bir 
Life, hut the Lord had ſhewed him ſorge miſcarriage by it, I's y 

z and that was his conl}ant courſe when any 
Tryal betel him, to ſet timeapart to Teck the Loxd inan extraordinary manner; And 
in all his aMlitions, his great requeſt t6 the Lord was: That he nught be made pax» 
taker of his holine(s thereby. When his Family was viſited with the {mal Pox,g.he 
was mightily ſtirred up to pray, , that this Vilication might end in the Retormaciog of 
it, and that they mi; kt ſet to the watk of God with all thcir might : And this was 
uſually the fruit of all his Affictions, a anc ative is the —_ 
"SY 2 Bak W\3 cod ogy | 


___When. one of his R lations kad bern fick, he wrote thus unto, him : Truly] por- 


ceive the Lords min i 9 wean ui from the world, and from Self : Now the Lord: av- 
compliſh the good Pectr? of bis Wil in us tothe utmoſt, that we may cleave unto him mobol- 
ly and fully ,. by the 'wiſdom and ſtrength of the Lord Feſius in us: Be not diſmayed at 
your Afflictions 3 the Lord will turn themto Good, A-tew years before his Death; the 
Lord tryed him by fuffering his houſe to be on Fire, upon a Saturday-night about 
ena clock, molt of the Family being in Bed , and himſclf aſleep: B:ing awakened 
by ſome that firſt deſcried the danger, and called upon to ariſe tor his ſafety, the firſt 
thought that God put into his mind was, that God in Fndgment would remember Mers 
cy; And God in mercy anſwered his Prayer : For only his Out-houſes were burne, 
and his Dwclling-houſe was preſerved, which yet joyned to the other. Yet the Pro» 
vidence of God was wonderfully ſeen in its preſervation, and his Friends, Neigh- 
bours, ard the Poor of the Town came in to his aſſiſtance, and tho all his Goods 
were carried out, and there were many neceſſitous people, who might have conycy= 
ed away ſeveral things, yet ſuch was their Love and ReſpeQ to him, and the ex- 
pericnce they had of -his Charity, and readineſs to do them 890d, that he loſt-mac 
any thing, but all his goods that were carried forth, were preſerved intire, without 
the loſs of any one-thing. And that which added much to the Mercy, was, that the 
Fire was ſo ſoon quenched , and his Goods ſet ſo ſoon in order by the help of: his 
Friends, that he had liberty to attend upon the Ordinances the next day, and to 
Sandtitie the Sabbath according to his wonted manner. | 
—=- This afMiiQion he attributed to his not putting away an evil Servant (whom he had 
often admoniſhed, and yct he was not reformed) tho heoft had thoughts of putting 
him away, but- being ſlack in doing it, he thought that this was the reaſon why the 
Lord ſo corrected him, When at an other time the Lord had made ſome breach 
upon his Eſtate, he ſaid, The Lord had hereby ſhewed him, that if he leaned- too much 
pon theſe things, God would take them all away, Alſo ſpeaking about afflitions in ge- 
neral, he ſaid, For mine own part I do acknowledge to the glory of God, that our only wiſe 
God and heavenly Father hath taken the beſt courſe with me. © how lazy bad I been and 
worldly , if the Lord bad not bedged up my way : But bleſſed be God who will not ſuffer 
me to live after the Fleſh. 


Mercies ſan&i- He was very ſenſible of the leaſt Mercy, and a curious obſerver of every Provi- 


ked. 


Gods Glory 
ſought. 


dence. When at another time his Houſe had been 4n danger of burning, writing to 
ancar Relation , he thus expreſſed himſelf. The Lord make us really Thank fat, and 
teach us what to render for all Mercies and deliverances \, Eſpecially for that great deliverance 
from wrath to come; and for the hope of Eternal Life, which God, who cannot lye, hath pro* 
miſed, Fe was very curious in obſerving, the leaſt check or rebuke from Provideace 
in every thing that befel him. And upon the leaſt croſs, he would preſently hum- 
ble himſclf before the Lord, and pray that he might underſtand his meaning in 
It, - 

—-His great deſign was, that he might glorific God in his whole Converſation; He 
ſtudiouſly watched all opportuvitics for that end : And his great Prayer was, that 
werever he came, he might cither do or receive good : And prayed, that we mighc 
not only Glorite God, but that we might do it intentionally. Hedid not ſpeak of the 
things of God cuſtomarily, or becauſe others ſpake of them 3 but if opportunity were 
not offercd, he would ſeck it, and faſten ſome good diſcourſe upon thoſe with whom 
he converſed._ The Miniſter that Preached at his Funeral had this paſſage : The Gee» 
neral bent (layd he) and biaſt of bis Spirit was towards Ged, and towards his Name; 
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The very quinteſſence of his Spirit carried him that way, and that intenfwvely and conftantly* 
1 could never obſerve in him that he intended any thing more, or minded any thing ſo much as 
the Glory of God. Did you converſe with him about Worldly affairs , be wonld reduce 

you by little and little, to ſome Heavenly diſcourſe : There would all the Lines of his Cir- 
camference Center, 

— His humility and Modeſty was ſuch, that if any godly Miniſters were prefent, or 0+ Humility and 
thers whom he took to be his ſuperiours, he would wait to fee whether they: would Modeſty. 
ſpeak any thing for Edihcation 3 if they were filent or more ſlack, he would* endea- 
vour to engage them in good diſcourſe, or elſe, before they parted would fet ir on foot 
himſelf : He uſed to be troubled if he was long in any Company , and' nothing was ſpo+ 
ken to Editication. _ When he ſpoke of the things of God, he did it with muctt Aucho- 
rity : The weight of the things he ſpake of, was much upon his Spirit, and he had his 
heart wholly taken up withthem; Religion and the things of God were become na+ 
tural unto him : and look what vehemency of Spirit others had in profecution of their 
worldly affairs, the ſame did he manifeſt in the things of God 3 and as himſelf was 
affeQed with them, ſo did he for the molt part affe&t others. When he cither Coun» 
felled, or Reproved any, he would chooſc, as tnuch as might be , to do ir in Scrip» 
ture Language, that fo (as he ſpake) they might rather hear God ſpeaking, than 
hear him ſpeaking, and fo conſequently, what was ſpoken might carry the more 
Authority with it. -In his reproofs he would ufe great wifdom and compatfion, 
and he fo ordered his reproofs, that it might appear , that he only aimed at their 
Reformation, and the good of their Souls. And he greatly loved ſuch as would' faith- 
fully reprove him for what was amiſs; He often Gyd, that he had never met with 
but one in all his life, that would be fo faithful a Friend to him, as to tell'him of 
what he apprehended to beamils in him, and he loved him the better for it all'the days 
of his Lite. 

__—He was very eminent for his Heavenly-mindedneſs, and his Heavenly Aﬀ:Qions, Heavenly-min- 
He conſtantly prayed, that our Converſation might be in Heaven, whilſt our Habi- dedeſs, 
tation was on Earth. And as he prayed {6 he lived : He fayd, Methinks that 1 Hock 
wpon all things in this W, orld, as Pitinres of the things in the other World, And again; Swres 
ly if God ſhal be All in All hereafter, the leſs we have to do with the Creature here (more 
than needs muſt ) the more like we are to that life, And again; I am aſhamed very much 
ſometimes that I ſhould delight in the Creature ſo much, and delight in God no more. _ When —— 

- fome of his Children were coming to viſit him, fearing, out of a Godly Jealouſy, —- 
leſt they might be too much tranſported with a meer natural, and carnal Foy, and 
not make that Heavenly and Spiritual improvement as they ought, He wrote 
thus unto them before their coming: When Moſes and Eltas appeared in Glory, at the — , 
Glorious Tranſfiguration of Chrilt in the Mount, the talk, they bad (as Saint Lake faith) 
was touching the deceaſe of Chriſt, which he ſhould St NI And we ( a> 
mong other things ) may thence alſo learn, that its an Heaven-like diſpoſition , in the neidft of 
all our Earthly enjoyments, to think, and talk, of our departure hence. - And as I write this to 
you, ſo I ſpeak of it bere, that both you and we may mingle our meeting here on Earth, with 
ſuch thoughts and diſcourſes, as may mittigate the bitterneſs of any afflifting' Providence, 
and may contain our Spirits in an even temper by the expedtation of that uninterrupted and 
Eternal Joy that we hope one Day to enter into, when we ſhall meet, never more to be ſe> 
parated. And in an other Letter he thus expreſſed himſelf ; We have but an inch of 
time wpon Earth, and then we enter into Eternity : O then let ws pray continually, 
ally, fervently, that our way may be right, and our bearts upright to the finiſhing all Gods 
Wills in Duty, according to our Relations in all well-pleafing. | 
_— He had a very tender Conſcience, ſenſible of the leaſt flip and failing; and tho A tender Com- 
none was known to be more Charitable unto others, and to make a more Charitable ©nce. 
conſtruftion of what was done by orhers, yet none was ever more ſevere againſt him- 
ſelf, or more curious to eſpy the leaſt finful detec, or irregularity in himfelf When 
he diſcerned the Ebullitions of Pride, Self-lgve, Covetouſneſs, Infidelity, &c. When 
he ſaw the leaſt mixtureof carnal and felf-ends in bis good Actions: When he ob- 
ſerved how prone he was to be biaſſed by Man-fearing, ard Man-pleafing, from his 
Duty 3 this was an inexpreſible trouble to him, and he would bewaile theſe infirmi- 
ties with more bitterne(s, than many are wont to do for their groſſer Sins. If he 
had at any time unawares, and on a ſudden ſpoken a word which he judge un- 
comly,” and unſuitable to the gravity which he conceived becatne a Chritiian, ke 
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would bewail it greatly , and could not be at reſt in himſclf til! he had defired 


thoſe whom he ſuppoſed might take offence, to paſs it by, He was often complain 
ing of his Infirmitics , and he rarely ſpake of his Comforts or Spiritual Joyes, but 
oft of what hefound amiſs in himſelf, and many things which are much lighted. by 
others, were curioufly obſerved by him. In a Letter he thus expreſſes himſelf, My 


aunthankfulneſs ( beſides mine other finful Tnfirmities) grieveth me ſore, and I am jealour of 


my ſelf, - owe) fear of the Lord doth trouble me more than grief for ſin. And Aggin: I 
have found and do find a great difficulty (as in other things ) ſo in this of bealth, to keep 
that narrow way of the Lord, for I find by woful experience that T 21; often ſlipping out, 
-ither too much indulgence, or too much ſeverity , which may rather be termed cruelty : The 
Lc#4 make us wiſe to avoid both theſe extreams, 

_ His great care was to keep himſelf, nor only from ſuch things as were in themſelves 
ſinful and unlawful; But to abſtain from all appearance of cvil, ard to cut off occa- 
ſions of offence from ſuch as might ſeek them, or to be apt to take offence. _ He fayd, 
— he had found by many years experience that the great difficulty that Jay upon Saints, 
was, inthe uſe of things lawful and indifferent : Saying, that he had bcen often 0- 
vertaken-unawares this way, Aometime by the leading alide of his owa corrupt nature, 
which was ever willing to take the largeſt ſize, and ſometime, by che miltzking of 
others who had miſapprehended his intentions, and made an evil conliruction ot his 
AQtions 3 Yet God hereby made him more wiſe and circumſpet.- And hercupon he 
would adviſe to forbear lawful Recreations at ſome times and in ſome place, rather 
than by the uſe of our Chriſtian Liberty, occaſion the cenſures of any that are looſe 
and large walking, tho unjuſtly raiſed. 


His Prudence, _——He was eminent in Religning himſelf, and all he had to the Will of God, It was 


his conſtant practice to pray his Will into an one-neſs with the Will of God, He 
obſerved that it was very incident to Our natures to deſire to bring down Gods Will 
to ours, but it was much better to pray up our Wills into his. When any difficulty 
did occur, and his natural affeCtions, and inclination would have carried him ſuch a 
way , his firſt work was, not to pray ſo much that he might obtain that which na» 
ture would deſire 3 but that his Will might be brought up to the Will of God, and 


that his Spirit migh be brought toan Holy indifterency, and the Lord eminently an- 


ſwered him herein, 

_ __Whereupon, before the iſſue of Providence was diſcovered , his Will was uſually 
brought up to the. Will of God, and in ſeveral great Caſes and emergencies in his 
Life, wherein he was much concerned, he hath ſayd, Touching the iſſue, and ſucceſs 
of ſuch a buſineſs, 1 have received power (through Grace ) to acquieſce in the Will of God, 
when it is manifeſted. He made it alſo his endeavour to reſign all he had to the Lords 
wiſe diſpoſal. .- Having heard of the welfare of ſome of his Children , he thus ex+ 
preſſed himſelf, and tow what thanks can T render unto God for you all ? Only I deſire to 
give all up to God, that bath given you to me for a time. His advice alſo to h# Children 
was to follow his Example herein, and togive up their neareſt comforts to God dayly. 
—— He muchdeſired to be Spiritual in all he did, and that Grace, and not Nature, 
or fleſhly wiſdom might ſway him in every thing. _ When a near Relation asked his 
Counſel in a buſineſs of concernment, before he would give his adviſc, he fayd: O that 
I might be wholly Spiritual , that no carnal reſpetis might blind mine eyes ? Wherever he 
was engaged in any difficulty , or was to mannage any bulineſs of great concern= 
ment, as to the iſſue of it, his firſt care was to mind his duty, and to ſtudy which way 
Grace would teach him to act, and his great care was, that grace might have the 
principal ſway in all his aQtions. 

_-Hevuſcd to ſay, That duty was ours, but the iſſues and ſucceſs of things belonged unto 
God. _We ſhould go ſtudy what our duty is, and then leave the iſſues and ſuceeſſes unto 
God. _ One that had defired his advicein a buſineſs of importance and great difficulty, 


_—he wrote back thus unto him : This onething let us with inceſſant importunity crave of the 


Lord, that in this, as in all other things, he would teach ns the way wherein we ſhould go, and 
that we may walk, with God, and follow him fully in the Integrity of our hearts, and then 
leave the ſucceſs on bis care, who is the only wiſe and Almighty, and our Father. 

He advilcd that in all caſes of Conſcience we ſhould ſeek reſolution from the Word 3 
and that in difficult caſes we ſhovld ask Counſel of ſome able, faichtul Minilier. For 
(laid he) The Prieſts Lips muſt preſerve knowledge, and we were to enquire the Law at bis 
Mouth And God hath appointed Paſtors and Teachcrs for the perfefting of Saintr., And 
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_ concerning Miniſters advice, he would ſay :_ That which they ſpeak ot of the Pulpit is to be 
preferred before that which they ſpeak, occaſionally, and in a more private way of diſcourſe : * 
For it it to be ſuppaſed that they have conſulted much with God, and have ſtudied , and r 
prayed bard for that which they deliver in publick, and therefore more authority is to be given / 
wnto it, than to any occaſional, or ſuddain Counſel. 
_— His deſire was to be always in the excrcile of grace, and to mind and attend pre- 
ſent duty. He was much pleaſed with the ſaying of a Godly Miniſter : That a Chrijti- His cxerciſe of 
an ought to be always in duty: And according to this, he made it his great ſtudy to con- V'*<© 
lider what it was that God called him unto tor the preſcnt, and what the preſent duty 
was that God put him upon. When he went to vilit any one, he would confider what 
his Call was to go, and what opportunity he might have to do or receive good : And 
he much bewailed needleſs and Complemental vilits,- as things that did cat up, and 
conſume much pretious time, When he uſed any bodily Recreation, he would do 
it as Duty, ſaying, That it was the Will of God that we ſhould endeavour the preſervation of 
health : And when he followed his Earthly affairs, he would do it as Duty, ſaying, 
That it was the Will of God that we ſhould honour him in a particular Calling. And his 
great care was to make this particular Calling ſubſervient to his General Calling : 
And his great endeavour was, ſo to order his Earthly 2ffair, that they might not 
julile out the duties of Religion, nor himſclt to be abridged by them af convenient time 
| ſor the more immediate ſervice of God. 
. ——- By theſe mcans Religion was become fo Spiritually natural to him, that he ſeemed 
wholly to be turned intoit : Whatever he did and ſpake, for the moſt part, did not Religion be- 
only favour of Grace , but it ſeemed to be wholly guidcd and ated by Grace : _ nacural 
Not but that he had the remnants of the body of Death, which he bicterly complain- TIER 
ed of, but Grace had {o great a {way and command in him, that there was little cl(e 
but Grace that appeared unto others. 
_ Nt hath fayd, that when he was Carnal, he could have wiſhed many of the Com- 
mandments razcd out of the Bible, but now he found his heart in forme meaſure made 
ſuitable tothe Law. He never thought his heart to be in a right temper, but when he 
. could delight in the ways of God , and he ufed frequently to mention that Text : 
Bleſſed is the Man that feareth the Lord, and delighteth greatly in his Commandments, He 
took ſuch delight in the ways of God, and tound fo much ſatisfaction in them, that 
he ſpake thus with much ſeriouſneſs ;_1F T were ſure , that as dies the Beaſt, ſo dies the 
Man, yet would I nat chuſe to he otherwiſe than I am. 
_ One of his moſt eminent Graces was his faith and living upon Chriſt ,, which was 
the true Root trom whence his other great attainments in Chrittianity did ariſe. - It His living by 
was the great work of his Lite to go wholly out of himſelf, and to live wholly upon Faith onChriſt 
Chriſt tor all. Theſe were {ome ot his frequent expreſſions in Prayer: Take us wholly 
out of (elf, and let our whole dependance be upon Chriſt Make ws one Spirit with Chritt, 
#nd let us be afted by bis Spirit, that ſo we may not live ſo much as Chrilt may live in us. 
It bath pleaſed the Father, that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell : Out of bis fulneſs let ns 
Feceive grace for grace, Thou haſt appointed bim to be Wiſdom, Righteouneſs, Sanflification, 
even all inall to thy People : Lord make bim ſo to ws, 
——This was his conſtant and molt tamiliar kind of Language, and as the bent of his 
Spirit lay moſt this way,zſo he counted it his greateſt verfection. To ſome that high- 
ly eftcerned him for his great meaſure of holineſs, he ſayd: The. higheſt thing that I 
have attained to, is to goquite and clean out of my ſelf, and to role my ſelf wholly upon the grace 
of God in Chrilt. Herein he imitated the holy Apoſtle Saint Paxl , who, after the 
great<(t meaſure of holineſs that he had attained, yet was it his great delire to be 
tound in Cbrift. This Holy Man was (o curious in this point, of living intirely upon 
Chriſt, as that he never ſuſpected himſelt more, or thought worſe of himſelf, than when 
he foundga ſecret inclination to look to ſomwhat in himſelf, and could not hnd himielt o 
clearly brought off to aCts of Selt-denial : Whereupon he ſayd : I have been apt to queſtion 
my condition much, of late, becauſe when T have found things amiſs in me, and have found out any 
Salve, I wonid be quiet, and did not deny my ſelf fully to reſt on the grace of God in Chrit, | 
— He oiten exhorted his Children that they (hould labour to deny themiclves more 
and more, and ttudy Chriſt , and lcarn him more and more : He was ſcarce ever 
known to give any holy Exhortations ( in which he was moſt frequent and abun» 
dan ) but ſtill he would be fure in the cloſe to adviſe them to luok to Chriſt tor all 
Grace 3 and whatſoever duty he exhortcd them to, he would till put them in mjad 
that 
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that the Grace and firength by which they were to perform this, was to be expe. 
£d from Chriſt alone. 


His Faith on ____He was as eminent for living by Faith on the Promiſſes as on the perſon of 
the promiſes. * Chyjft, relting upon the Lord in all his ſtraits. When he could but take SanQuary in 


His great 


humility. 


ſome promiſc, and find out ſome word of God for his Faith to reſt upon, he choughe 
himſelf fafe : He delighted to ſpeak of that paſſage of Abrabam, that Abraham gave 
glory to God -by believing : He'thonght that the higeſt way of honouring God was to 
truſt him upon his naked word and promiſe. Indeed he was often affaulted wich 
Temptations of Infidelity, but theſe did but quicken him to pray more fervencly, and 
inthe concluſion, by theſe ſbakings his Faith got the deeper Roor. The chief fiream 
of his Prayers in his Elder years ran this way, that he might not ſtagger at the promiſe 
through unbelief : That he might-be eftabliſhed inthe Faith ; and that his Faith might not 
fail; And the Lord anſwered him herein : For his Faith held out in its ſtrength to 
the very laſt. | | 

Whenever he was in any ſirait or difficulty, and knew not which way to turn, the 
Lord did fo bear up his heart by believing, that he would make out his way at laſt, and 
provide for his 'comfort ſome way or other, Speaking to a near Relation, of ſome 
touches of the Stone, and other inftirmities that he laboured under, he added : But the 
Lord ſupports me; in whom I truſt alſo that he will ſupport me. Telling his Friends that 
he endeavoured to anſwer their requeſt in praying for them, he fayd, that he did in- 
deed pray for them daily, but it was with much weakneſs and infirmity 3 yet (fayd he) 
our truſt is of acceptance in the Lord Jcfus Chriſt, who ſits at the right hand of the Father, 


and makgs requeſt for us. 


That which was the Crown of all his Graces was his great Humility. As his Gra» 


ces and experiences were extraordinary , fo he had more than an ordinary meaſure 
of Humility. He frequently uſed that expreſſion of Saint Pal, that be was the greats 
eſt of ſinners. There wasno corruption that he ſet himſelf more againit than Spi- 
ritual Pride, He would often mention that of the Apoſtle Saint Peter ; God reſiſt; the 
Proud, but giveth grace to the humble. Whenever he begged any other Grace of God, 
he till begged Humility, as that which muſt prepare him, - and make him capable of 
receiving that Grace, He uſed thus to expreſs himſelf : Empty ws of ſelf, that we 
may be full with thy fulneſs : That we may receive more grace, make us more humble. He 
uſed alſo to warn and admoniſh others to beware of Spiritual Pride : Watch ( fayd 
he) againſt that Stratagem of Satan, wherewith he uſually aſſaulteth Souls in the Growth 
of Spiritual Gifts, which is, to puff them up with Pride. 

He alſo would ſpeak thus: As he fayd, Fight not againſt ſmall or great, but only a- 
gainſt the -King of Iſrael 3 So ſay I, above all, fight againſt ſelf, and Pride. Writing to 
a near Relation, he ſayd: Truly I find in every Days ſucceſs the Ebwllition of that re- 
mainder of pride in me, and I rejoyce at your ſenſubility of it, and I have you in remembrance 
as to this very thing, I think, I may ſay, dayly, Tho he was moſt ſenſible of the Qiring 
of Pride in himfelt, yet by his long and daily praying and ſtriving again it, he got fo 
great a Victory over it, that others who beheld him, never ſaw greater demonlirati- 
ons of Humility in any than in him. 

-He was never known to boaſtof his own Excellencies, but he would often ſpeak 
of his Intirmities, that fo (as he uſed to: fay ) God mighe have the more Glory, 
and himſelf ſhame. -When he ſpake of God or in the cauſe of God, he would (peak 
with great Authority, as ever any one of fo private a capacity uſed to do : But when 
heſpake of any thing relating to himſelf, he would ſtill abaſe himſelf, and maniteft 
the greateſt lowlincſs of mind and ſelf-denial 3 and he liked not that others ſhould 
think too highly of him. _- Writing to one whom he feared to eſteem him too much, 
he ſayd : Think of me no otherwiſe than you ſee me : Only I hope 1 have obtained mercy to 
be faithful, 


Gods Glory __ His great care was to put off all from himſelf and to attribute all to the free Grace 


lought. 


of God, as Saint Paul fayd : Not I, but the Grace of God in me. And when he was 
carricd out to any ſpecial or eminent exerciſe of Grace, he would ſay. T have received 
Grace to do this or that duty, or to believe this or that particular Promiſe. It was his fre- 
quent ſaying : Let us remember to expe? all from him, and to aſcribe all tohim. When he 
heard of the Grace of God in others, he uſed much to rejoyce in it, and he was never 
known to envy the Gifts or Graces of others, but rejoyced exceedingly to hear of them, 
and blefſed the Lord for them as for himſelf; He loved holindſs for holinefs fake, 
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and therefore when he ſaw itinany, he rejoyced in it as much as if it had been in him- 
ſelf. Hearing of the Grace of God bcſtowed upon ſome, he ſayd; Bleſſed be the Lord 
for ever and ever, IVho are we that we ſhould be able to will any thing after this ſort 
The Lord keep it in the purpoſe of our hearts for ever, and prepare our hearts to bim, The 


great thing which he begged of Ged for himſelf, and his ncar Relations was ,_;hac - 


God would make uſe of him and them to be ſome way fervicable to him whillt they 
live: And then ſayd : One thing more I have begged of God, and ſpall beg, that both I, 
= you, and all that do receive the benefit , may look, up, and give.to God alone af} the 
lory. : 
_—Herein lay the perfe&tion of his grace, and wherein he came neareſt to the Saints 
in heaven , that tho he deſired to be mot ſervicable, and to be carnicd forth in the high- 
elt way of exerciſing grace, yet when all was done, he dcfired not tabe eyed, or look» 
ed upon the more but his great defire was, that all that was done, might be ſeen to be 
of God, and that God might be admired the more, _Writing to a ncar Relation, he 
ſayd : I pray that God will makg uſe of my ſelf and you in ſuch a way, as that. God alone 
may be ſeen, and we not takgn noticg of at all : That- be may bave the Glory, and, we nat be 
ſeen» He mightily rcjoyced to ſee Religion honoured. -Whenan old Chriltian, that 
had been a profefior of Religion many years, died, and had hcld out in his. Profe(- 
fron to the end, without any Rain upon his Converſation, he ſeemed to be tranſport- 
ed with an extraordinary joy, and could hardly ſpeak of it without Tears, - O, fayd hc, 
ſuch an onebatb left no ſtain behind him, ; 
_— He was greatly affectcd with a ſcnſe of Gods diſpenſations towards the Land : 1f 
there were any {ignsof Gods difpleaſyre, and Judgments from God fſcemed to be ap- 
roaching, or if the Land lay under Judgments for the preſent, his courſe was tohum- 
ble himfclt in a more than ordinary manner, and ſtirred up himſelf to pray with the 
more fervency. -He uſed to (ay, that he looked above the Inſtruments, and ſecond 
cauſes, and to tranſact all between God and him, and to conlider what it was that 
God aimed at in every diſpenſation. In the time of. our late troubles, he wrote to 
a near Relation thus : Je bad bere with us 8s loud a Thunder as I ever beard, Our Houſe 
in which I was did ſhake : The Lightning alſo was extraordinary, ſuch as I never ſaw in all 
my Life. - I ſtood to ſee how it came farth at the maſs of the Clouds, and1 ſaw ( and 
ſo did many others with me ) that out of the midſt of the Lightning there came forth diverſe 
times the likeneſs of freſh burning Coles of fire, ſo red and ſparkling as any hot Iron can be 
when its beated to the uttermoſt in the Smiths Forge, Theſe ſigns from Heaven, with the 
Sroord draven out upon Earth, do ſeem to ſpeak, aloud that our Provocations are very great. 
Foyn with w# to intreat the Lord for Pardon and Reformation. -Stir up your godly Friends 
todo the like : It may be the Lord will hear and ſpare, becauſe be warns; or it may be ſuch 
ſeekers 110y be hid, or mark;d out from the common deftrution ; Or if the outward Man pe- 
riſh, ſure I am, that Soul ſhall find mercy that ſeeks the Lord in truthy, He will in nowiſe 
caſ* out ſuch a Sonl. 
—1n an other Letter he wrote thus: At ſuch a time fell abundance of Rain, and the 
waters were ſo high as bave been ſeldome ſeen , many Mens Harveſt is yet behind, and great 
loſs likely to enſue ; Our beavenly Father ſhakes now the Rod of Famine, as formerly of the 
Sword, O let us pray, that grace may turn all of us that are his, from our iniquities. In an 
other Letter ſpeaking concerning the troubles and publick diſtrations that were in 
the Land, he thus expreſſed himſelf z Methink the voice of the Goſpel, conſidered with the 
gencertainty of all things bere below, doth ſeem to put us moſt ſeriouſly to reſolve upon the, ſet- 
ting our affetions upon things above, T hope it is our reſolution with yours : But yet T think 
both you and we need more firmneſs m Reſolution 3 elſe why (hould our wiſe , beavenly Father 
bold us at ſuch uncertainties, if be did not fee this to be beſt for us ? 
—In an other Letter, ſpeaking of the publick troubles , he thus expreſſed himſelf: 
T believe that one end of our trouble: may be 3o keep ns wp in a fervent frame of praying : That 
we may pray oxr ſelves more and more, into that heaven likg Converſation \ in wich.the Antient 
Saints have been inabled to out-live their troubles , and ſo I truſt ſhall we. | 
—— He was a man of a ſound Judgment and moſt (table in the Faith, infomuch that, 
tho he had been a proteſſor ot Religion for many years, and lived in ſuch a time 
wherein ſo many opinions and errours ſprang up, yet he never took up, much lefs 
was fond of any private, particular, or Novel opinion. But he always preferred 
the old Divinity , and liked that Dorine beſt, which he knew to be held and 
maintained, by the generality of Godly , Sober, and Orthodox Divines. When he 


per- 


Faſting and _. 
Prayer. 


Note, 


His ſoundneſs 
in the Faith. 


l 
# 
- 
: 
- 


| 


120 --- Life and Death 


perceived that any were led aſide into unſound and corrupt principles , by Satans 
ſubtilty , and their own weak Judgment, he would+-pray with great compaſſion and 
tendernels for their reduQtion and recovery. 

_——- Indeed hercin he was very eminent 3 inſtead of cenſuring others or quarrcling with 
them about their opinions, hedid Conſcientiouſly ſet himſelf to pray for them 3 and as 
he had opportunity, he would, in the Spirit- of meckneſs endeavour, by ſerting bz. 
fore them the cleareft and plaineſt Texts of Scripture that oppoſed their opinions, 
to inform them in'the Truth. And being ſenſible how much the work of Chriſt was 
hindered by the falling awzy of many that had newly taken up the proftcfſion of Re- 
ligion, to vain opinions , his Prayers ran much that way , that the Lord would 
pleaſe to reduce wandring Souls , and he uſed to exhort others to do the like : 
O / fayd he ) let ws be earneſt with our God to eſtabliſh us and ours, and all his People 
in the truth of the Goſpel. P 

His Charity to _ - His Charity towards others was very Exemplary where he ſaw any thing of Chriſt 
Souls. " or fincerity , tho mixed with' ſome errours in Judgment , and accompanied with 
other infirmities 3 his 'Charity would paſs over thoſe defe&s, and embrace that of 
the grace of God that he apprehended to be in them; He loved to makethe beſt con+ 
firuction of the Actions of others, and if it could poſſibly admit of a Candid inter- 
pretation, he would be ſure to conlirue it in that ſenſe. It was a Rule with him, 
never to ſpeak of the faults and failings of others behind their backs, except it were 
in two caſes 3 cithcr that it might ſome way or othcr tend tothe perſons Reformati- 
on, or cl{c to warn others to take heed of ſuchan one that might do them a miſchiet. 
Neither could he patiently endure to- hear an evil report concerning others 3 and it 
was the moſt unpleaſing diſcourſe to him, to hear the infirmitics of others blazoned 
without a cauſe, 
Chariry. -_—— He was ready todiſtribute to the neceſſities of others to his power, yea many times be- 
yond his power. _ His Houſe was free and open at all times for the entertainment of God- 

— ly Miniſters, and other good perſons that came to viſit him._-He was a Lover of Hoſpi- 

. tality, and ſpent a great part of his Eſtate that way. Few wecks paſſed wherein his 
Houſe was nota reccptacle to entertain, and lodge ſome Godly perſon or other. And 
none could be trecr, more hearty and ingenuous in the entertainment and reſpe& that 
he gave unto others, whether they were his familiar friends, or ſtrangers. -His Love was 
truly according to the Apoliles Rule: Let Love be without diſſimulation : And all the en- 
tcrtainment he gave, might caſtly be diſccrned to be done with all his heart 3 and he 
rejoyced that he had an opportunity to expreſs his kindneſs to them. He did Conſci« 
entiouſly ſer apart ſome portion of his Eſtate yearly for pious uſes 3, Some part where» 
ot he gave ro godly Miniſters , another part in a yearly allowance to young Students 
at the Univerlity, and the other part to poor and necefſitous people, as providence 
gave occaſion : Beſides, his Doors Miniſtred a conſtant zelicf to the poor of the place 
where he lived, who were very numerous. 

_ He was very juſt and righteous in all his dealings with men : He would rather part 
with his own right than do the leaſt wrong to any. -When he drew near to his end, 
having been intrulied with the imployment of conſiderable ſymms of Mony that be- 
longed to ſeveral perſons, his great'care was to diſpole of things ſo, and to put all into 

Prudence. ſuch an exact Method, as that every one might have his own, and that none might re- 

ceivethe leaſt wrong or prejudice, which he did to the gencral ſatisfaction of al). 

How he made — When any came to complain to him of their diſſentions, he would exhort then, firſt 

up differences. of all ro make*their peace with God and to endeavour to (ct all right betwixt him and 
them, and then God would quickly turn the hearts of their Enemies to be at peace with 
them. He had the general repute of a Man fo juſt and unbyaſſed, that many times both. 
the diſſenting partics would refer the whole buline(s to his ſingle determination, and 
they were content to yield and ſtand to what agreement he ſhould bring things to. When 
he went about ſuch buſineſſes, he would uſually begin with Prayer._ Being once called 
to make up a difference between ſome neer Relations, he moved that they might tirſt 
begin with Prayer, but one of the perſons there preſent declarcd his unwillingneſs 

* thereunto,_ whereupon he ſoon took his leave, and ſayd to a Friend that came away with 

him :-O {ve ſhall be able to do no good init, _ In making up breaches, he was as carctul to 

make the diſagreeing perſons friends, as to compoſe the differences that were between 
them: And he hadan excellent dexterity to uſe Motives and Argurnents, taken , as 
well from the Laws of the Land as trom the Laws of God to prels them to come to 
an 


His Juſtice. 
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an Agreement. _ Such was his Love of peace, and deſire to promote it, that when ic - 
hath been a matter of colt and ſomething hath been to be paid, and the party that was 

ro pay it hath refuſed to part with the Mony, rather than the breach thou!d not be made — 
up, he hath paid it out of his own Purſe. 

— Many times he had mony put into his hands by ſome Godly perſons, to diſpoſe of as Pruten-c 11 
he ſaw cauſe 3 which being known, when ſome poor people have come tohim tor re Piers nc! 
lief, he would always give them ſome Spiritual Alms, betore he diltributed the os 
ther : And if any of them were guilty ofany notorious and ſcandalous fin, he would cn- 
—_ to make tham ſenſible of it, and to bring them unto Repentance for the 
ame, 

—} He was a great promoter and upholder of the meetings of Chriſtians for Prayer and © 
holy conference which tended to Spiritual Ediftication 3 but an Enemy tofuch mcetings © 
where they met together to diſcourſe of State affairs, 'or to talk of opinions, and con- 
troverted points, or where the time was ſpent meerly for an Oftentation ot mens parts 
and gifts, not aiming at the Spiritual Editication of one another : And this appeared 
by the caution which he uſed in ſetting down Rules for the Ordering and regulating ſuch 
Chriſtian meetings 3 which were theſe. 

— 1. They ought not to be in the time of publick Ordinances, 

-—2. Nor to the hindrance of Family duties. 

_— 3+ Nor in places, or with perſons of an cvil report. 

—-4+ Nor to the hindrance of Mens particular Callings. 

— 5- Nor by night, or other ſuſpected times. 

— 6, Nor for controverſies of diſputation. 

— 1+ But for the clearing and ſetting home of Truths reccived in the publick Miniſiry, 
and in clcaring of Caſcs of Conſcience ariting thereupon or otherwiſe. And in ſuch 

-Exhortations, Admonitions, Counſels, and Conlolations as conduce thereunto, or that 
are otherwiſe neceflary. 

— 2, In ſomeconvenient time of the day, for an hour or two at the moſt, and once in 
the week at moſt, except in ſome urgent Caſes. 

— 3+ In ſome family of. good report, and with perſons of good report, 

— 4+ That every one preſent may have liberty to ſpeak one by one. 

— $. That they begin and end with prayer tor a bleſſing, 

- 6, That the Miniſter of the place, or ſome other godly Miniltcr may be deſircd to 
be preſent, 

— 7- All being ended, that preſently every one departs to his place and duty, anl to 
walk ſutably, that the ways of God be not evil ſpoken of. 

— When he firſt began to ſet upthis way of Chriſtian conference, _ ſome godly perſons — 
were offended, fearing that ſucha meeting might minitier opportunity for the venting - 
and ſpreading of Errors, which were to rife at that time. _-And others tcared that it — 
might take off ſome from the love and eſteem of the publick Miniliry } But when this — 
paper (dra'vn up with his own hand) came abroad, it was ſufficient to fatishie all inge- 
nuous and unprejudiced ap” 7 this meeting was fo far trom giving occation of — 
ſpreading Errors, that the godly of that place, were by this means kept tiedtalt in the — 
Faich, 

_— And this aroſe much from the wiſdom which God had endowed him with : For his His pruence, 
prudence was ſuch in ordering thoſe meetings.as the time which was ſpent in them,was x 
taken up, for the molt part, indiſcourling of ſome main Article ot Religion, or ſome Ca- 
techetical pointz by this means the Chriſtians in that place were fo rooted and grounded 
in the faith, as that they were not ſo ſoon ſhaken by Temptations, as many others were 
in other Parts of the Kingdom, who had not the principles ot Religion intufcd into 
them, nor rendred fo familiar with them. 

-—But that which did moſt ot all commend him, and moſt ſet forth the grace of God The conjunti- 
in and towards him was, that he did not only attain to an eminency in this or that on of Graces 
grace, bur he arrivedto a great degree in cvery grace, ſo that there wasno grace bur '* hum, 
might be clearly ſeen and diſcerned to bein him, and in cach ot chem he ſeemed to excel ; 

As holy affections, and a ſpiritual fcrvour in prayers zcal tor Gods glory, taith, humili- 
ty, meekneſs, patience, ſubmiſſion to the Will of God, heavenly-mindednels, charity 
and compaſſion unto others, &c. And there was ſuch an cminency in every grace, as 
that it was hard to ſay in which of them hecxcclled niolt. 
- As he thus walked with God many years, fo he k:prt his intcgrity to the end; And 
of Ec - that 
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His Progreſs in that which was moſt remarkable was, that in his Elder years he ſeemed co excel him. 


{elf ;;He did not only retain the luſire of his former Graces, but he was ſtill more ſpi. 
ritual, a&tive, and lively in the ways of God : he ſpent more time in Prayer, Meditation, 
and other holy Exerciſes : He was more abundant in holy Counſels and Exhortations, He 
oft ſaid, Since our time is ſhort, let us work the faſter, and watch and pray the more fervently, 
Bleſſed is be that watcheth and keepeth his Garments. He minded little elſe but ſpiritual 
concernments : Grace ſeemed to have the whole command of him, Being asked by a 
friend, how it came to paſs that now in his elder years he had more command. over 
his Aﬀedions, and Paſſions, than in his younger ? Heanſwered, That it was not, becauſe 
he found net the ſame things in bis nature ſtill : For be found himſelf more inclined unto Paſſion 
than before : But becauſe the grace of God had now overcome, and overpowred him, and reduced 
bim to the preſent temper wherein he now was. 


— He had a long and confiant remembrance of his change before it came, accounting 


himſelf but a Pilgrim and Stranger upon Earth, _ Divers years before his death, 
he ſeldom Wrotca Letter to his near Relations, but he expreſſed his ſenſe of his ap» 
proaching change. -In a Letter to ſome of his neareſt Relations he thus expreſſed 
himſelf : Orr time of our departure hence, draweth near. - O pray for us as we defire to do far 
you, that we may be found blameleſs at that day. _ And in another, atter he had been fick, 
he Wrote: Pray for me that I may not be taken hence unready : Nor yet my life be longer de- 
fired than all Gods work, by me, and in me be done, _A year or two before his death, he 
much rczoycecd to think that ſo much of his race was run, and ſaid, That he would not 

for a great deal be ſet back, and to have thoſe years to live again that be bad already paſſed 0- 
ver._-About five or fix weeks before his laſt fickneſs whereot hedied, he thus expreſſed 
himſelf; Tam old (as Iſaac ſaid) and know not the day of my death : pray for me that I may 
be faithful unto the death. 

_ About the beginning of December Anno Chriſti, 1659, he fell ſick of a liogring diltem- 
per, which continued upon him about the ſpace of ten weeks, before the Lord was plea(- 
cd to put a period to his Race, In the beginning of this ſickneſs he had ſome intimati- 
on from the Lord about his change: And the Lord,/the better to prepare him for it, 
had faſtened the impreſſion of it upon him beforeit came. When the Miniſter of the 
place where he lived came to viſit him, and ſaid, he hoped he might recover : He an- 
ſwered, He knew not how God might deal with him + But he had received the ſentence of death 
in himſelf: A little before, he thus Wrote to ſome of his ncar Relations : Beloved in 
the Lord, I am yet (through mercy) alive; and continue ſick; My God dealeth bountifully with 
me, who do from my heart acknowledge that I am a chief of ſinners 3 yet hath he pardoned me, 
and will ere long receive me to be with Chriſt, which is beſt of all. Pray for me that I may 
give God bis due glory by believing, and by a boly ſmbmiſſion and conformity to his Will in Life 

.and Death, Bleſſed be God, I have in my weak, meaſure ſet my houſe in order, &c. 


_—A hillt he was able, he continued to pray inand with his Family, and (ſpeaking ſome. 


thing to them out of the Word xead 3 and when he found his ſpirits ſo low, and {6 
much ſpent that he could not do ſo much as formerly, he told them, that it was the 
grief ot his ſoul that hecould do no more for them. 


__ His deportment all the time of: his ſickneſs, and at his death, was ſuitable to his Life, 


As he had lived Excmplarily, ſo he died Exemplarily, The whole of his carriage was 
Cas one who was judicious, and an Eye witnets of it, teſtitied) as if it had been a ftu- 
dicd piece, His great care was, that Grace might be (een to at in him at hjs death, 
as his chict care had been to expreſs it in his Lite, - He was naturally a man of a time: 
rous and feartul ſpirit. But when he came todie, Grace had ſo clevated him above his 
natural temper, that he was not only willing to die, but he triumphed over death, 
without bcing afraid of it. 


—— He dclightcd not to ſpeak much in the time of his ſickneſs , but imployed it for 


the moſt part in holy Meditations : yet he ſometimes ſpake to ſuch as came to vilithim, 
in ſome ſhort ſentence or other. -His uſual Exhortation to them was this: Make fare 
of Chriſt : Remember that one thing neceſſary. ©- Once, when ſome of the younger ſort were 
about him,he ſaid, Make are of Chriſt + And for your encouragement I tell you, that Reli- 
gion is no vain thing : Is no notion : Tis a reality ;, and I tell you ſo from mine own experience. 
And at another time, ſeeing ſome young ones talking familiarly cogether,hec ſaid to them, 
He knew not what they were talking about, but commended their Love : only they 
ſhould be ſure to peak ſomething to the edifying of one another :_ And that they ſhould 
have their ſpeech ſeaſoned with the ſalt of the word : For the Lord bcar Qned, and heard, 
: and 
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and there was a book, of Remembrance Written for them that feared the Lord, and that thowght 
wpon his name. _ And when a perſon of quality came to vitit him, he faid : Hold on as 
youe have begun :, Make ſure of Chrift, If I had us much gold as would reach up to the She , 
it would do me no good: My interc/t in Chriſt is all my happineſs, 

— At another time his Wite and Children coming about him, he ſaid, hope yore have made — 
choice of Chriſt : And he cxhorted them to cleave unto him : Be diligent in the ule of - © 
means, but when all is done, be ſure to depend upon Chri't: Take heed of the World, 

- for that is your grcatcit Enemy : Thave tound it to be (9. _And particularly to his 
- Childrenghe ſaid, deny your ſelf ſinful ſelf-pleaſure, and ſelf-profit, and the delights of the world; 
and ſeek” your All in Chrilt, and in him you ſhall find All-ſufficietcy, -When ſome good 
people, who uſcd to have private mcetings, came to vitit him, he ſaid to them 3 cont2» 
nue in prayer :;, Hold on: 1 am confident it is the way of God you are in. _ To the Minitter — 
of the place , who often viſitcd him in his ſickne(s, he ſaid ; Preach to win fouls ; Let © 
all your Preaching be to win ſoul;. _ And to his own Son he Wrote thus : My Son, tahe — 
beed to the Miniſtry that thou haſt received of the Lord, that thou fulfil it _This will tend to 
the glory of God , to the good of Souls, and to thine account in the day of Chrilt, the great 
Shepherd of the Sheep. And to ſome that were going toa Falt, he ſaid : Pray for me 3 but — 
eſpecially for the Church of God. ; 

_— During all the time of his ſickneſs he had not the leaſt Cloud upon his Spirit, neis Freedom from 
ther was Satan permitted in the leaſt todiſturb his Peace, When a Minitter that came SO 
to viſit him asked him, whether he had any Temptations ? He anſwered, No : Bleſſed be 
the Lord be had none + So that although all his Lite time, he had been full of Conflicts, 
yet when he came to dic he had perte&t peace and ſerenity. When he had been ſick 
ſome weeks, he wrote thus to a near Relation : I yet live throwgh Gods mercy , but do 
continue weak : Tet the Lord deals very gently with me : For my outward afflictions are tolera* 
ble, and my inward conſolations are full of Grace and Heavenly ſweetneſs, Thc(e Come 
forts continued with him to the very laſt : For at ſeveral times in his ſickneſs, and the 
ſame day he dyed, he was heard to ſay : God bath left with me the Comforts. And when 
about an hour before his Death,_his Natural Spirits being almoſt ſpent, _he brake forth 
into this expreſſion 3. My grief is great : One of his Relations that ſtood by, fayd,_you 

-do not mcan in rcſpe& of your Spiritual Eftate ? He anſwered, withalittle ſecming dif- 

pleafure, No. No : He bath, an dnh, and will ſrepport by his Eternal Spirit, Thus the 
Lord was pleaſed to anſwer him, in that which had been his great detire for a long tire, 
which was, That his Faith might not fail, and that he might be kept up in the Faith & 
the |aft, The Night before he dyed he ſpake thus : I have waited »pon God for my Sal- 
vation z @nd bleſſed be God IT ſhall not be diſappointed. | 

_— As was his manncr in his Lite, fo at his Death, he was much in the acknowledgment His ſlf-denial, 
of his own nothingneſs and vileneſs, and much in magnitying the free Grace and Mers 

cy of God to him. _The Minitter that Preached at his Funeral had this paſſage concern= 
ing, him: He was much (ſayd he) in Self-denial even to the la't 5 Looking on all that be 
had done as nothing ; As droſs and dung in compariſon of Chriſt. Once when his Wite 
cainc to him and ſayd, ſhe prayed that {he might follow his ſteps: He replied 3 Follow 
Chriſt: Follow Chriſt : He hath given you an Example : Bleſſed be God for Friends; But 
blifſed be God for Jeſus Chrift, who hath ſaved us from wrath to come. 

— His great defire was to be pertcctly religned up to the Will of God 3 and therefore 
his great rcqueſt to his Friends, when they came to viſit him was, Pray me up into the 

| Will of God: And to ſome of his near Relations in the time of his ficknel(s, he wrote 
thus 3 Pray for me and your ſelf, that we may be taught, and made able by the Spirit of 
| Chriſt in xs, to reſign and conform to our Fathers Good-will, that when Gods time is come, 
| I may depart in Peace, unto that longed for everlaſting Reſt, which the Lord Jcſus bath pur- 
chaſed for me, and to which he will bring me: Even ſo Amen. And in an other Letter he 


wrote thus : I deſire your Prayers for me whilſt I live, that I may abide ſteadfaſt in the 
» Faithof the Lord ]cſus, whoſe am, and by whom alone I expet Salvation : And that I 
: may by Faith in the Lord Jeſus have power from bim, by his Spirit to ſubmit and conform to 
. bis Will, bath in life and death. 


—An the time of his fickneſs he was full of Holy Ejaculations, and Soliloguier. He Solloquies, 
often uſed that paſſage of Hezekiab, 1 am oppreſſed > Lord undertake for me. And that 
of David : In the multitude of my thoughts within me, thy Comforts delight my Soul. He 
often cauſed the 16th. Pſal. and the tix firſt verſes of the 26th. of Iſaieb to be read 
to him 3 And ſpeaking to himſelt ”_ he often repcatcd theſe words, C/ſa, uy” 
LC 2 he 
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Death defired- 


T he Lord Jchovah is my ſtrength- and my Song He alſo is become my Salvation. Some- 
times he would ſay, Come Lord Feſus 3 and then would anſwer himſclt, Yea, he doth 
come: He comes leaping over the Mountains, and skipping over the Hills. 


_ That which greatly comforred him was to think that he ſhould immediatly be with 


the Lord as ſoon as his Race was at an end, A Chriſtian Friend that vilited him, us 
ſing ſuch an expreſſion asthis: That the bodies of the Saints ſhould reſt in the Grave 
as ina Bcd of Down: Yea (ſayd he) But this day thou ſhall be with me in Paradiſe, 
Intimatingz That tho it were matter of Joy to think that his body ſhould reſt in 
peace till the General Reſurrection. Yet his greateſt comfort lay in this, to think 
that at the inſtant of diffolution, his Soul ſhould enjoy the immediate ſight of God, 
This appearcd in his many ardent breathings which he uſed, ſaying : Come Lord 
Jeſus. O how doth my Soul thirſt for God! Go forth my Soul to meet thy God, 
— He was not only willing to die, but he longed to be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt. 
The laſt Sabbath but one before his death, he ſayd : O what a bleſſed Sahbath wonuld 
this be, if this might be my entrance into my everlaſting Sabbath ! Aran other time he ſayd, 
Why ſhoutd we not be willing to die? Chriſt came from Heaven to the Earth to free us from 
fin and miſery : And why ſhould not we be willing to go from Earth to Heaven tobe freed 
from ſin and miſery ? 


__—Two or thrce days before he dyed, he had a fore fit, and thought that he ſhould 


then have died: But reviving a little, he called for his Wite and Children, to whom 
he fayd ;-This is the true Grace of God, wherein T ſtand; that T exped Salvation by Jc(us 
Chriſt, and by him alone, _ And this he repeated again, and withal exhorted them 3 
that they ſhould give up themſelves to Chriſt, and live upon him. A day or two be- 
fore he dyed, when he ſaw his Children weeping about him, he fayd , Weep for your 
fins : And when his Wife was lamenting, ſaying, what ſhould ſhe do, when God took 
him away ? Heſayd, Tow muſt Repent for that word, Did Joſeph ſay, without me God 
ſhall provide for the Life of Pharoah , and ſhall not God provide for you ? Tes be Will : 
Only caſt your ſelf upon him. 

_— His underlianding and memory continued with him to the laſt, infomuch that he 
wrote a Shcet or twoof Paper a few days before his Death , for the better dire&+ 
ing of thoſe that were to diſpoſe of things after his Death. His Will was made 
long before for the ſetling of his Eſtate. And having finiſhed this, he ſfayd, Now I 
know not any thing more that T have #0 do, And among theſe directions he gave a par- 
ticular charge that there ſhould beno Blacks worn at bis Funeral. 


__—The day wherein he dycd fel out to beon the LeQture day in that Town. And a 


near Relation coming to ſee him, he would not ſuffer him to ſlay with him, but 
feemed to put him off with his Hand, ſaying, Away, Away ; Tow will come #09 late. 
For he would not have him loſe the Sermon, tho it were the laſt time he was like to 
be with him. 


—— When his End drew neer, one that ſiood by , fayd : You ſee that a Holy Life 


brings a blefled Death: Whereupon he, lifting up his Hands, ſayd, Tea: Tea ; Tea: 
And a little before he dyed , he ſayd : Lord Jeſus receive my Soul. His time being 
now come, that he muſt leave the World, and go to the Lord, he called for ſomethin 
that he uſed to take in his ſickneſs, which being brought, he ( as his manner nol 
ſet himſelf to lift up his heart to the Lord in a ſhort Ejaculation, and in that poſture 
he breathed out his laſt, with his Hands claſped together , February the 7th. Anno 
Chriſti, 1622. And of his age the ſeventy fccond. 
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of Sir Matthew Hale. 


The Life and Death of Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, 
ſometimes Lord Chief Fuilice of His Majeſties 
Court of the Kings Bench, who Died, Anno 
Chriſti 1676, 


Atthew Hale was born at Alderly in Gloceſterſhire, November the firſt, Anno Chriſti 55 Farencage- 
1609. His Grandfather was Robert Hale, an eminent Clothier in Wotten VUnder- 
Heage, where he, and his Anceltors had lived for many Deſcents, and had given ſeveral 
parc*|s of Land for the uſe of the poor, which they enjoy to this day. 
——This Robert had got an Eſtate of Ten thouſand pounds, which he divided almoſt e- 
qually among his hve Sons, beſide the Portions he gave with his Daughters. His ſc- 
cond Son was Robert, who married Foan, the Daughter of Matthew Poynts of Alderly, Eſq; 
of which Marriage there was no other iſſue, but this one Son, whoſe Grandfather by the | 
Mothers fide, was his Godfather, and gave him his own name of M:thew. ' 
His Father was a man of ſuch a tender Conſcience, that he gave over the practice of - 
the Law, whereunto he had been bred, becauſe of ſome things commenly practiſed by — 
Lawyers, which ſeemed to him contrary to that exacneſs of Truth and Juſtice which be- 
came a Chriſtian 3 whereupon he withdrew himſclf from the Inns of Cowrt, to live on his — 
Eſtate in the Country._- And thus we fee what care he had of his Soul, which made him — 
forſake fo gainful a Profcflion, which might have enabled him to hage raifcd his fami- 
ly much higher. 
_— He was in the Country, very charitable to his Poor Neighbours whilſt he lived, and —- 
at his death, he left out of his ſmall Eftatefwhich was but an hundred pounds per annnm) 
twenty pound per annum to the poor of Wotton, which this his Son confirmed to them, 
with ſome Addition of his own, and with this direction, that it ſhould be diſtributed as» 
mong poor Houſe-keepers, not to ſuch as received Alms from the Pariſh. . For to give 
to ſuch, was only tocaſe the Rich, who by Law are bound to relieve them« 
But our Matthew was ſoon deprived of the happineſs of his Fathers care, and inftru- 
Gion, For as he had loſt his Mother before he was three years old, ſo now his Father 
dicd before he was tive: Socarly he wascaft upon the Providence of God, which pro- 
vidence ſoon made up this loſs in ſome good meaſure. For after ſome Oppofition, he 
was committed to the care of Anthony Kingſcot of Kingſeot, Eſq; who was his next 
Kinſman aſter his Uncles by the Mothers fide, | 
Great care was taken of his Education, and his Guardian intended him for a Divine, Education, 
and being of thoſe who were then called Pmritans, he put him to fuch School maſters as 
were of that party : And in the 17th, year of his Age, ſent him to Magdalen-Hall in 
Oxford, where Mr. Obediah Sedgwick, was his Tutor. 
- During his being at School, and for ſome time after his coming to Oxford he was a Corruprion. 
hard Student, and an extroardinary proficient 3 till ſome Stage- players coming rhither, 
he was ſo much corrupted by ſeeing their Plays, that he almoſt wholly negle&ed his Stu- 
dies. By this he, not only loſt much precious time, but found that his heart came there- 
by to be hIl'd with ſuch vain Images of things, that were at beſt unprofitable, if nor 
hurtful unto him : And being afterwards ſenſible of the miſchief of this, he refolvcd 
of never ſccing any more Plays, which he conſtantly adhercd to. 
— His mind, being thus corrupted, he ſet himſelf to many other vanities which youth 
is addicted te, He loved fne Cloths, and delighted much in Company, and being of a 
ſirong body, he became a great Maſter in all thoſe Exerciſes that required much ſtrength. 
He learned alſo to Fence, and to uſe his Weapons, and grew ſo expert therein, that he 
worltcd many of the Maſters in thoſe Arts, 
—— He was now fo taken up with thoſe Martial matters, that inſtead of proceeding in 
his Studics, he reſolved to be a Soldier; and his Tutor Sedgwick, going into the Low-, 
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Countries, as a Chaplain to the Renowned Lord Horatio Vere, he refolved to go along 
with him, and to trail a Pike in the Prince ot Oranges Army, But a happy ſtop was pur 
tothis reſolution. For he was cngagtd in a ſuit at Law with Sir J/illiam Whitmore, who 
laid claim to ſome partof his Eliate,jand his Guardian being of a retired temper, He 
was forctd to leave the Univerlity, havingheen only three years in it, and to go to Log- 
don to (olicitc-his own butincſs there 5 And bing recommended to Serjcant Glanzil tor 
his Counſellor, and he obſerving, in hima clcar apprehenſion, and a ſolid Judgment, and 
a great fitneſs for the Study of the Law, took pains todivert him from his thoughts of 
being a Soldicr, and to apply himſelf to Study the Law, which fo far prevailed, that 
when he was above twenty years old, November 8th. 1629, he was admittcd into / in- 
colns-1nns, and being deeply ſenſible how much time he had lolt, he reſolved to redeem 
it, and for many years after he Studicd ſixteen hours in a day. He laid afide fine cloths, 
and uſcd a plain faſhion, which he moſily continucd to his dying day. 

-Ycet hedid not at firſt break off from keeping Company too much, till a ſad accident 
drove him from it. For he, with ſome other young Students, going to be merry out 
of Town, one called for ſo much Wine, that Mr. Hale could not prevent it, but he drank 
fo long till he fell down as dead among them. This much aftc&tcd Mr. Hale, who go- 
ing to another room, and ſhuting /the door, upon his Knces begged earneſtly of God 
that his tricnd might be rcſtorcd unto life, and that himſelt might be forgiven tor coun- 
tenancing ſuch excefs : And he vowed unto God that he would never ſo keep Compa- 
ny again, nor drink an Health while he lived. His friend recovercd, and he religiouſly 
obſcrvcd his Vow. And though he was oft preſſed to drink Healths, yet would not 
he Diſpence with his Vow, though he was ſometimes treatcd roughly for it, 

—— Now he ftorſook all vain Company, and divided his time between the duties of Res 
ligion, and the ſtudy of the Law. He took a liriEt account of his time, for which cnd 
he drew a Scheme tor a Diary, wherein he ſet down what his firſt work mult be in the 
morning 3 what his days Imployment 3 what his Refrc{hments, whether alone, or in 
Company 3 _ Evcning duties, 

- Mr. Noy, the Attorney General, |one of the*Greateſt men of that Profeſſion, took 
early notice of him, call'd for him _ and directed him in his ſtudies, and ſhewed 
ſuch friendſhip to him, that he was called young Noy. 

— Whilit he was thus bufie in his ſtudies, he kept the hours of the Hall conſtantly in 
Term time, and (cldome put himſelf] out of Commons in the Vacation time, but continn-« 

&d his ſtudics with unwearicd diligepce. And he was ſoon found out by the great and 
learned Antiquary Mr, Selden, who came to ſuch a-liking of him, that he continucd a cloſe 
fricnd(hip, and at his death made him one of his Executors. 

— It was this acquaintance which firſt ſet Mr. Hale on a more enlarged purſuit of Lear. 
ning, which he before had confined! to his own Profcilion : But ſoon becoming a great 
Matter in it, he who could never loſe any part of his time, found lciſure toattain to as 
great a meaſure of knowledge, in as comprehentive a manner as molt men have done in 
any Agc. | 
_—He ſtudied the Roman Laws, and judging a readineſs in Arithmetich as a thing that 
might be uſeful to him, he becamevery exquiſite thercin,and in all other Mathematica! 
Sciences, ſparing no colt to get exquiſite Inſtruments. He read, obſerved, and writ 
much upon theſe Subjects, which he . called his Diverſions. He had good skill in Phyſick, 
and Chirurgery. 

— He ak greatly into Ancient Hiſtory, and particularly into thecrabbideſ part of 

Chronology. But above all, he applicd hiniſclf to the ſiudy of Divinity : So that it is v1- 
molt incredible that one man in ro great /compalſs of years ſhould have acquired ſuch a 
varicty of knowledge, and learning. /His induſtry was almolt indefatigable. His 
parts were quick, his apprehenhion, lively, his memory great, and his judgment ltrong, 

He roſe conliantly very carly, and was never idle. 


—- He ſpent little time in cating and drinking : For as henever went to publick Feaſts, 


ſo he gave no intertainment but to the Poor. He always ended his Mcal with an Ap» 
_ When our unhappy Wars began, he not only avoided all publick Imployments, 

ut the very talking of News, and/ was always both favourable and charitable to the 
depreſſed party, *and would neverprovoktany in particular by reflecting on their A- 


CQions, | 
—-He was imploycdin his practice by all the Kings party, and was aſſigned Counſel to 
the Earl of Strefford, to Arch-bilhop Eaxd, Oc, All terwards bcing Counccl for the Lord 
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Craven ,_he pleaded with that force of Argument, that the then Attorny General, 
threatened him for appearing againſt the Government : To whom ke anſwercd, 
that he was plcading in defence of thoſe Laws , which they declared they would main- 
tain, and that he was doing his duty to his Clzext, and therefore nor to be daunted 
with Threats, 
Cromwel ſceing him poſſeſt of ſo much prafQice , and being.one of the eminenteſt Advancements. 
Lawyers, reſolved to take him off, by railing him from the Bar to.the Bench, Mr. 
Hale ſaw wcll the ſnare that was laid for him for he had a Commitſſhon ſent him 
to be a Judge in the Common Pleas, which he @. firſt ſcrupled to receive from a 
Uſerper : But having conlidered well of it , he Judged that it being abſolutely nece(- 
ſary to keep up Fujtice, and Property in all times, it was no linto take a Commiſſion 
from Uſurpers, it he made no Declaration of his acknowledging their Authority, which 
henever did. He was thus made a Judge, Anno Chriſti. 1653. 
— Sometime after he was choſen a Parliament Man by his Country. For there being 
at this time no Howſe of Lords, Judges might be choſen to fit in the Houſe of Commons, 
and thither he went, on delign to obſtruct the Mad and Wicked projets then on 
foot, And he continued Adminiſtring Juſtice till Oliver dyed; But then he both re*+ 
fuſcd the Mourning that was fent to him, and his Servants, as alſo to accept a New 
Commiſſion that was offered him by Richard. 
—He lived a private Lite till the Parliament -met that called home the King, to which 
he was returned Knight of the Shire for the County of Gloceſter, And in that Parliament 
he bore his ſhare, in the happy pericd thea put to the Contuſions that threatned the 
ruine of the Nation, -His great prudence and excellent temper led him to judge, that 
the fooner an Act of Indemnity were paſſcd, and the; fuller of graces and favours, it 
would ſooner (cttle the Nation, and quiet the minds of the People 3 and therefore 
he applicd himſclt carctully to the framing, and carrying it on till it was compleat- 
ed, 
Preſently after when the Courts in Weſtminſter -Hal, came to be fetled , he was 
made Lord Chief Baron: And when the Lord Chancellor delivered him his Commiſſion, 
he told him, that if the King could have found out an honeſter and fitter Man for 
that Imployment, he would not have advanced him to it. Its ordinary with ſuch fo 
romoted, to be Knighted, but he ſtudiouſly avoided it, till the Lord Chancellor ob- 
erving it, on a time when the King was at his Houſe, ſent for him, and when he 
came, told his Majelty, that his Modelt Lord Chief Baron was there , whereupon he 
was unexpectedly Knightcd. 
He continued eleven years in that Othce , mannaging all the proceedings in it 
with ſingular Juſtice. He was alfo one of the Principal Judges that fat in Cliffords-Inx 
abour ſcrling the differences berween Landlord and Tenant, afterthe Conflagration 
in London, in which he bchaved himſelf fo to the ſatisfaQtion of all 3 fo that the ſud- 
dain, and quiet Building of London is in no ſmall meaſure due to him. Forhe, firſt 
by way of Scheme, contrived the Rules, upon which he and the other Judges after- 
wards proceeded, in which his readineſs in Arithmetick, and his skill ja Architeure, — af 
were of great uſe to him. —_— 
_- Et it will not ſeem Grange that he behaved himſelf fo well ashe did in his place, | 
if we conſider what Religious and excellent Rules he drew up, and propoſed to him- 
ſelt to walk and a& by in all his Imployments in the Station and Calling wherein God 
and his King had ſet him, which he ftiled Things neceſſary to be continually had in Res 
membrance, 
—1, Thatin the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, I am intruſfied for God, the King and 
Country. 2. That it be done, 1+ Uprightly. 2. Deliberately, 3. Reſolutely. 
— 2+ That Ircit not upon mine own underſtanding or firength, but implore, and reſt 
upon the dircQion and firength of God, 
_— 3» That in the Exccution of Juſtice, I carefully lay aſide mine own Paſſions, and 
not give way to them, however provoked. 
_— 4 ThatlI be wholly intent upon the buſineſs Iam about, &c. 
-— 5. That I ſuffer not my felt to be prepoilefied with any Judgment at all, till all the 
buline(s, and both parcics are heard, Divers other (uch like . excellent Rules he ſet 
down, which tor brevity ſake are here omitted. 
—— He would never reccive private Addreſſes, or Recommendation from the Greateſt 
Perſons, in any matter in which Juſtice was conezrmed. -Once, one of the farli ny \ 
/ 0 \ 
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- of England, went to his Chamber, and told him, that having a Suit of Law tobe try- 
— ed betore him, he was come to acquaint him with it, that he might the better under- 
- ſtand it when it ſhould be heardin the Court, 
| _—— Upon this the Lord Chief Baron interrupted him, and ſayd, be did not deal fairly 
' to come 10 his Chamber about ſuch Affairs. For he never received any Information of Cau- 
ſes, but in open Conrt, where both parties were to be heard alike, and {o he- would not 
ſufferhimto go on. 

_.— Hereupon his Grace ( for he was a Duke ) went away not a little diſſatisfied, and 
complained of it to the King, as 4/tudene(s which was not to be endured. But his 
Majelty bid him content himſelf that he was no worſe uſed, and fayd : He verily 
Believed , be would have uſed himſelf no better , if he had gone to Sollicite bim in any of 
bis own cauſes, 

— - Ore of his Rules was ſtill to favour thoſe that were loweſt. Belides his great Chari- 
— ties to Non-Conformiſts, who were then as he thought too hardly uſed z he took care to 
— cover all he could from the Severities ſore deligned againlt them , and difcouraged 

—-ſuchas inclined to ſtretch the Laws too much againſt them. He thought many of the 

— Non.Conformiſts had merited highly in the matter of the Kings Reſtauration , and at 

leaſt deſerved that the terms of Conformity ſhould not have been ſirifter than they 
were before the War :-And he lamented the too Rigorous proccedings againſt them , 
ſaying, they were good Men, but they had narrow Souls, who would break the peace 
of the Church for tuch inconfiderable matters. 

—— He wasafiri& obſervour of the Lords Days, in which, beſides his conſtant atten- 
dance upon the Publick ſervice of God twice a day, in the Evening he called all his 
Family together, and repeated to them the heads of the Sermons, with ſome additi- 
ens of his own, which he fitted for their Capacities, after which, he conſtantly ſhut 
himſelf up for two or three hours, which he ſpent in his ſecret Devotions and profi- 
table Meditations, Of which contemplations two Volumes in Ofavo were printed a 
little before his Death. 


Advancement. _.. Anno Chriſti 1671. The Lord Chief Juſtice Keyling Dyed, and May the 18th. He 


His Sickneſs. 


was promoted to be the Lord Chief Juſtice of England, with the great Applauſe of the 
Pcople. One thing was highly commended in him, that when there was a great ine- 
quality inthe Ability, and Learning of Counſellors that pleaded before him, he thoughe 
that it became him to enforce what the weaker Counſel managed but indifferently, 
not to ſuffer the more Learned to carry the buſineſs by the advantage they had over 
the other , by thcir quickneſs and skill in the Law, till all things were cleered, in 
which the merits and ſirength of the ill defended cauſe did lic. 

— —And in this Court did he ſpend the reſt of his Publick Life and Imployment : But 
about four years and an half, after this advancement, he that had hitherto enjoyed a 
hrm health, to which his great Temperance and equality of his Mind did much 
conduce, he on a ſuddain was brought very low- by an Inflammation in his 
Midriff , which in two Days ſpace brake the Conſiitution_ of his health, which he 
never after Recovered, | 

——And he became ſo Aſfthmatical, that he could not fetch his breath, without great 
difficulty, which determined ina Dropſy, of which he afterwards dyed. He had fo 
much $kill in Phyſick,, that conſidering his age , he concluded that his diſeaſe muſt 
carry him off in a little time, and therefore he reſolved to have ſome of his laſt Months 
to himſelf, that being freed of all worldly cares, he might be preparing for his change, 

__-Now the buſineſſes of his Profeſſion were become ungrateful to him, and he deſired 
wholly to apply himſelf to better purpoſes, as appeared by a paper which he wrote on 
this Subje&, which for brevity ſake I omit. 

——By this we may ſce that he continued in his Station upon no other conſideration, 
but that being ſet init by the Providence of God, he durſtnot leave the Poſt afligned 
him by God, without preferring his own inclination to the choiſe of God : But now 
that ſame Providence having by this great change diſſenabled him to the execution of 
it, he was reſolved toRelign it : Which fo ſoon as his Friends diſcovered, they en- 
deavoured all that poſſibly they could, to diſſwade him from it : But all in vain. For 

he applyed himſelf to the Kings Majeſty for a Writ of Eaſe, which the King was very 

— unwilling to grant, and offered to let him hold his Place, doing what bulineſs he 

— could in his Chamber :. But he fayd, he could not with a good Conſcience continue it, 
not being able todiſcharge the duty belongiog to it, 

7 At 
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—At laſt having wearied himſelf and all his friends with his importunate detires. and 
growing ſcnſibly weaker in his bodyy ke died Fobruary-2+th:2674,Therefore betare a 
Maſter of the Chancery, with a little a Deed, and there Sealed, and D-livercd it, 
acknowledging it to be Enrolled, and afterwards bringing the Original co the Lord 
Chancellor, tormally ſurrendred his Office. 

He had the day before ſurrendred it to the King in Perſon, who heartily wiſhed him 
the return of his Health, aſſuring him that he would till look upon him as one of his 

Judges, and would have his advice, and in th? mean+time would continue his Penſion 
to himduring his Lite. The good man thought this bounty too great, and an i!! Preti» 
dent tothe King, who yet ordered it to be paid Quarterly . 

—-When the ftirlt payment was received, he ordered a great part of ie to charitable Uſes 
ſaying he would do the like with the relt ſo long as he received it : Anddying upon a 
Quarter day, ſome queſtioning whether that Quarter were due, the King decided the 
matter, and ordered it to be paid to his Executors. 

- Having left his place, he returned home with as much cheartulneſs as his want of 
health could admit, being caſed of a burden which he had lately groancd under, and fo 
was made more capable of enjoying that which he had much wiſhed for, according to 
his Elegant Tranſlation or Paraphraſe of thoſe excellent lines in Seneca's Thyeſtes, 


Stet quicunque volet Potens 
Aule culmine Lubrico 


Me Dulcis ſaturet quies, &c: 


— Let him that will aſcend the tottering Seat 
Ot Courtly Grandexr, and become as Great 
As are his mounting wiſhes : As for me 
Let (weet Repoſe, and reſt my Portion be. 
Give me ſome mean, obſcure Recefs 3 a Sphere 
Out of the Road of bulinef(s, or the fear 
Ot falling lower, where I ſweecly may 
My (elf, and dear retirement ftill enjoy ; 
Let not my Life, or Name be known unto 
The Grandees of the Time, toſt too and fro 
By Cenſures, or Applauſe : But let my Age 
Slide gently by, not overthwart the Stage 
Ot publick Actions, unheard, unſeen, 
And unconcerned, as it I ne*r had been. 
And thus while I ſhall paſs my filent days 
In ſhady privacy, free from the noiſe, 

And buſtles of the mad World, then ſhall I 
A good old innocent Plebeiandie. 

Deathis a mere ſurpriſe, a very (nare 

To him that makes it his Lites greateſt care 
To bea publick Pageant, known to all, 

But unacquainted to himſclt doth fall. 


— Having now attained to that privacy which he had no leſs ſcriouſly, than piouſly de- 
fired, he called all his Servants that had belonged to his Office,and told them that he had 
now laid down his Place, and ſo now their Imployments were at an end, adviſing them 
to provide for themſelves, and gave toſome of them very confiderable rewards, and to 
every one of them a Token, and fo diſmifled all but his Domeſticks, From February 15. 
he lived till the Chriſtmas day following, but all the while in ſoil] a ſtate of Health, that 
there was no hope of his recovery, Yet he continued fill to retire often, both for his 
Devotions, and Studies, and when his infirmities ſo encrealed that he could gono long- 

er, he cauſed his Servants to carry him thither in a Chair. 
— His Pains ſo encreaſed on him, that no ſtrength interior to his own could have born 
them: yet tothe laſt he expreſſed a great ſubmiſſion to the Will of God : Deliring to 
he diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt. He could not lie down in his Bed above a year be- 
fore his death, by reaſon of the Aſthma, but rather fat, than lay in it. When ever a god- 
ly Minifter of the Pariſh prayed with him, = forbore his Complaints and Groans x But 
F | with 


Patience. 


® 
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with his cycs and hands littcd up, he was fixed in his Devotions. 

——- He had ſome ſecret Preſages of his death, ſaying, that if he did not dic on ſucha day, 
he ſhould live a Month longer, He injoyed the free uſe of his Reaſon and Senſe to the 
laſt minute, which he had often prayed for during his Sickneſs. He had for many 
years a particular devotion in Celebrating the day ſet a part to Commemorate Chriſts 
Nativity, and commonly Wrote a Paper of Verſes in honor of hisSaviour : Seventeen 
whereof were formerly Printed, and others not Printcd before was this which follows, 
being a Paraphraſe on Simeons Song, 


Bleſſed Creator, who before the Birth 
Of Time, and &re the Pillars of the Earth 
Were hx't, or form'd, did'ft hug that great Deſign 
Ot mans Redemption, and did*{t Define 
In thine Eternal Counſels all the Scene 
Of that ſtupendious Buſineſs, and when 
It ſhould appcar, and tho the very day 
Of its Epiphany concealed lay 
Within thy Mind, yet Thou waſt pleas'd to ſhew 
Some glimpſes of it unto Men below 
In Viſions, Types, and Prophefies as we * 
Things at a diſtance in Perſpeive ſee : 
But Thou was plcas'd to let thy Servant know 
That that bleff*d hour that ſeem*d to move fo flow 
Through former Ages, ſhould at laſt attain 
Ir's time, ere my tew Sands, which yet remain 
Are ſpent, and yet theſe Aged eyes 
Should fee the day when Jacobs Star ſhould riſe. 
And now thou haſt fulfilled it, Bleſ*d Lord, 
Diſmiſs me now, according to thy Word, 
And let my Aged Body now return 
To Reſt, and Duſt, and drop into an Urn, 
For I have liv'd enough, mine Eics have ſeen 
Thy much deſir'd Salvation, that hath been 
So long, ſo dearly willft, the Joy, the Hope 
Of all the Ancient Patrierchs, the Scope 
Of all the Propheſies, and Myſteries ; 
Of all the Types unveiPd, the Hiſtories 
©f Fewiſh Church unridled, and the Bright, 
And Orient Sun ariſen to give Light 
To Gentiles, and the joy of Iſrael, 
The Worlds Redeemer, bleſt Emanuel, 
Let this fight cloſe mine Eyes,'tis loſs to ſee, 
After this Viſion, any ſight but Thee, 


— And truly this day which he, with ſo much Spiritual Joy, had frequently ſpent, prov- 
ed to betheday of his Fabilce, and Deliverance. For between two and three a clock in 
the Afternoon of that Day, he breathed out his pious Soul. His end was Peace» He 

His Death. Afecmed not to be in any pangs in his laſt moments. He was interred in the Churchyard 
of Alderly among his Anceltors. -He ulcd to fay, that Churches were for the Living, 
and Churchyards for the Dead. 

—- His Monument was plain, and-decent;a black Marble Stone, upon which he ordered 
to be engraven this Inſcriptions 


Hic Inhumatur Corpus Matthei Hale, Afilitis : Roberti Hale, & Joanne, Uxoris ejus, 
Filli VUnici, 

Nati in hac Parochia de Alderly, Primo Die Novembris, Anno Domini, 160g, 
Denati vero Ihidem_V/iceſſimo Quinto Die Decembris, Anno Dcmini, 1676. 

LEtatis ſue. 67: \._ / 

His Motto and , 

Character. His Motto was, Feſting Lente, which ke ordered to be engrayen upon the head of = 
| Walk” 
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Walking: ſtaff, and often heard to ſay, that he found many Witty men to run into great - 


- Errors, becauſe they did not give themſelves time to think,; But the heat of imagination 


— making ſome Notions to appear in good colours to them, they without liaying till that - 
- cooled, were violently led by the impulſes it made upon them 3 whereas calm and flow — 
—men, who paſs for Dullards in the common eſtimation, could ſearch after Truth and tind - 


_ it out, as with more deliberation, ſo with greater certainty. 


_He laid aſide the tenth Penny of all he got, for the Poor, and took great care to be Carty 


well informed of proper Objects for his Charity. And when he was made a Judge, 
many of the Perquiſites which belonged to his Place, as his Divident of the Rules, and 
Box mony, he ſent to the Jayl to diſcharge poor Priſoners, who never kaew from whence 


their rehet came. 


— It's a cuſtom for the Marſhal of the Kings Bench to preſent the Judges of that Court 
with a piece of Plate for a New years-gift, that for the chief Juſtice being larger than the 
reſt : This he intended to have refuſed;z_But the other Judges told him, that je be- 


Jonged to his Office, and that his refuſing of it would be prejudicial to his Succeſſors.: 
— So he reſolved to take it but ſent wor 
- ſhould bring him the value of it in money, which fo ſoon as he reccived, he ſent it to 
- the Priſons for the reliet and diſcharge of the poor there. 


— He uſually invited his poor Neighbours to Dine with him, and made them to ſit at 
his own Table: And it any of them were ſick that they could not come, he would ſend 
them warm meat from his own Table, And did not only relieve the poor of his own 


Pariſh, but ſent ſupplits to the neighbouring Pariſhes, as there was occaſion for it : And 
he treated them all with the tenderneſs, and familiarity that became one, who conſider- 
ed that they were of the ſame Nature with himſelf, and were reduced tono other nece(- 
litics, but ſuch as himſelf might be brovghe unto. ; 

For. common Beggars, if any ſuch came unto him as he was in his Walks, when he 
was in the Country, he would ask ſuch of them as were capable of working, why they 
went about ſo idly ? If they anſwered, becauſe they could get no work, he would ſend 
them to ſome Field to gather Stones, and lay them on heaps, and then would pay them 
liberally for their pains, and would afterwards ſend his Carts to carry them into ſach 
places in the Highways which moſt needed mending, 

— When he was in the City he liberally extended his Charity, cven unto Rtreet Beggars, 
and when ſome told him, that thereby he encouraged Idleneſs, and that moſt of them 
were notorious Cheats, his Anſwer was : That he believed moſt of them to be ſuch ; 
But among there were ſome that were great Objeds of Charity, and preſt with grievous 


to the Marſhal, that inſtead of the Plate he 


— 


necethtiesz,and that_he had rather to give his Alms to twenty that might haply be — 


Rogues, than one of the other ſort ſhould periſh for want of the ſmall relict he 
gave them. 

__He wasa mercifu] Landlord to all his Tenants, and was ever ready, upon juſt coms 
plaints, to abate their Rents : and a poor Widdow that lived in London, and had a ſmall 
Eſtate, near his Land in the Country, from which her Rent was ill paid, and with ſome 
charge returned to her, ſhe bemoneing her Caſe to him, he ordered his Bailift to receive 
it, and to return it for her without any ſuch charge. And when there was a general 
falling of Rents, and of hers among others, he would have this abatement to lie upon 
him, and ſo ſhe had her full Rent as formerly. 

——His Juſtice did notably appear in this, that when any ill money was put into his 
hands, he would never ſuffer it to be put off, judging that would be no excuſe to 
him to put off falſe money to others, becauſe ſome had ſodeluded him. He had ga- 
thered much of this together : For many had fo abuſed his goodneſs, as to mix corrupt 


- 
- 


_ 


money in the Fees which they gave him. _Probably he had intended to deſtroy it :But - 


— ſome that had ſeen that great heap»brake into his Chamber, and ſtole it, which he uſ, 
to ſpeak of with ſome pleaſure, conceiting how the Couzeners were couzened them- 
{clves. | | 

When he was made a Judge, he would ever pay more for his purchaſes, and other 
commodities than they were prized at: and being told that he made ill Bargains, he 
anſwered, that it became Judges to pay more for what they bought than the true va- 
lue, that ſo thoſe with whom they dealr, might not think that they had any right to 
their favour, by having ſold them ſuch good Penny worths. 

_ How little mindedto raiſe to himſelt a great Eſtate, may appear by this: whereas, at 
the firſt he had a hundred pound prr annm, he never adyanced it to nine hundred per 


Ft 2 annum 
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Prudence. 


annum : which, conſidering, the great practice he had whilſt a Counſcllor, and his 
conſiant fruga), and retired way of living, was but a ſmall Fortune : and of this a 
very conſiderable part came in by hisſhare in Mr. Seldeni Eſtate, who had made him one 


of his Exccutors. 


_ — He valued Books, and Manuſcripts above all things in the world : and himſelf had 


made a great, 2nd rare ColleQion of Manuſcripts, belonging to the Lawsof England. He 
was Forty ycars in pR_ them, and they coſt him about hftecn Hundred: pbunds. 

Theſe all he left to Lincolns-Inn, where had moſt of his Education. 

-Haviog thus Maſtered things without him, his next care was to overcome his own 
corrupt inclination. He was (as he ſaid) naturally paſſionate yet this appeared not 
to any about him, ſave only at ſome times his Colour would riſe a little : But he fo go» 
verned himſelf, that thoſe that lived long with him, never ſaw him diſordered with an- 
ger, though he met with ſome great Trials of his patience, which the nature of man is 
as little able to bear as any whatſoever. 


Forbearance. .. One that had done him a very great injury, ſome time after came to him for ad- 


Family Go- 
vernment. 


Compaſſion. 


vice about ſetling his Eſtate : And he gave it him very freely, and would cake no Fee 
of him for the ſame 3 and thereby ſhewed, both that he could forgive as a Chriſtian, 
and that he had the Soul of a Gentleman in him, not to take money of one that had 
wronged him fo hainouſly : and being asked, how he could uſe a man fo kindly, that 
had wronged him ſo much? His Anſwer was, he thanked God that had taught him to 
forget injuries- | 
—In his Family he was a very gentle Maſter. He was tender of all his Servants ; 


- he never turned any away except they were fo faulty, that there was no hope of re- 
- claiming them- When any of them had been long out of the way, or had negle&ed 


any part of their duty, he would not fee them at their firſt coming home, or till the 
next diy, leſt when his diſpleaſure was quick, he ſhould chide ther undecently. - And 
when he did reprove them, he did it with that ſweetneſs and gravity, that it apprar- 
ed that he was more concerned that they had done evil, than for the offence given by 
it to himſelf : But if any were immoral,or unruly, he then turned:them away, ſaying, 
that he, who by his Place ought to puniſh diſorders in others, muſt by no means ſut- 
fer them in his own Family. He advanced his Servants, according to the time they 
had been abaqut him, and never gave occaſion of envy among them, by raiſing the 
younger Clerks above thoſe that had been longer with him. He treated them all with 
great affeftion , rather as a Friend than a Maſter, frequently giving them good 
inſtrutions. Such of them as had more profitable places under him, he cauſed to give 
ſome of their profit to ſuch as had no more than their Wages, In his Will he 
left Legacies to every of them and one of them, in whom he put much Confidence, 
he made him one of his Executors. 
_-He was of a moſt tender, and compaſſionate natyre, which evidently appeared in his 
Trials, and paſſing Sentence upon Criminals, in which he was very careful, that not a 
circumſtance ſhould be negle&ed, which might any way clear the fa. He behaved 
himſelt with that regard tothe Priſoners, as became, both the gravity of a Judge, and 
the Pity which was dueto men, whoſe lives lay at the ftake, and no jeering or cx- 
trerhe {everity fell from him. | He took care that Witneſſes ſhould be put under no 
contuſion that might diſorder their memories. When he came to give Sentence, he 
did it with that compoſedneſs and decency,and his Speeches to the Priſoners to prepare 
them for Death, were ſo weighty, ſo free from all Aﬀectation, and fo ſcriouſly devour, 
that many were much cditicd by his Speeches, and behaviour therein. 
—-The paſſing of this Sentence of Death, was the moſt againſt the grain of all his 
Imployments, yet therein could he never be mollitied to any tenderneſs which might 
hinder Juſtice. His Mercitulnefs extended even to his Beafts. When his Horſes 
which had done him much ſervice were grown old, he would not ſuffer them to be fold, 
or put to any hard Jabourz and he uſed his old Dogs with the ſame care. 


_——He was a great encourager of young Perſons that diligently applicd themſelves 


to their Books, and would give them direQions about the method of their ſtudies, with 
much humanity and {weetnefs, and with ſmiling and pleaſant ways he would admoniſh 
them, if he ſaw any thing amiſs in them. _As it they were too fine in their Cloths. He 


-diſliked to (ce young ſtudents to wear long Perukes, or for Atturnies to wear Swords. 


He was very free, and communicative in his diſcourſe, which moſtly fixed upon ſome 
gvod and uſcful ſubject,and loved tor an hour or two at Night to be viſited by his friends, 
and 
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and hezein he uſed a fimplicity that was both natural to himſelf and very caſie to others. 


with any, unleſs he were impertinently addrefled to in matters of Juſtice, _For then he 
would raiſe his voice a little, and fo ſhake off thoſe importunitics. 


— In his Furniture, and Serviceat his Table, he liked the old plaineſs fo well, that as 


he would introduce no new faſhions, ſo he rather affe&ed a courſneſs in the uſe of the 
Old, which was more the cffe@& of his Philoſophy , than that of his diſpoſition. For at 
firſt he loved tinery too much. He was always of an cqual temper, rather cheerful than 


_-He never ſtudied Modes of Courtſhip, yet he knew not what it was to be rude, or harſh 


merry. Many wondred to fce the evenneſs of his Deportment in ſome fad paſſages 


of this Life. 
_——Having loſt one of his Sons, the manner of whoſe death had ſome grievous circum- 
ſtances attending it, a Friend coming to ſee him, and to condole his lols, He ſaid to him, 
thoſe were the effects of living long : For ſuch muſt look to ſee many 1ad, and unac- 
ceptable things and having faid that, he went ro other diſcourſes with his ordinary 
freedom of mind. For he gave no occaſion by idlenels to melexcholy, to corrupt his 
Spirit 3 but by the perpetyal bent of his thoughts, he knew well how to divert them 
from being oppreſſed with the exceſs of Sorrow. ; 
— He had a generous and noble Idea of God in his mind, and thishe did find, above all 
other conſiderations to preſerve his quiet. -And indeed that was ſo well eſtabliſhed in 
him, that no accidents,how ſuddain foever, were obferved to diſcompole him. 
—rHe would never Diſcourſe of publick matters in his private Converſation, But in 
neſtions of Law, when any young Lawyer put a Caſe to him, he was very Communi- 
cative, eſpecially whilſt he was at the Bar : But when he was promoted to the Bench, he 


grew morereſerved, and would never ſuffer his opinion in any Caſe to be known, till he 


was obliged to declare it judicially. And he concealed his opiniqn in great Caſes fo 
carcfully, that the reſt of the Judges in the ſame Court could never perceive it. His 
reaſon was, becauſe every Judge ought to give Sentence according to his own per+ 
ſwaſion and Conſcience, and not to be ſwayed by any refpe&t of another mans Opinion. 
And by this means it hathfaln out, that when all the Barons of the Exchequer, have de- 
livered their Opinions, and agreed in their Reafons and Arguments, yet he coming to 
ſpeak laſt, and differing in Judgment from them, hath exprelt himſelf with ſo much 
weight and folidity,that the Barons have immediately retracted their Votes,and concurr'd 
with him. | 
— He hath ſat as a Judge in all the Courts of Law, and in two of them as Chief ; but 
ſtill, wherever he ſat, all buſineſſesof conſequence followed him, and no man was con- 
rent to fit down by the Judgment of any other Court, till the Caſe were brought before 
himto ſce whether he were of the ſame mind. And his Opinion being once known, 
all did readily acquieſce in it : And it was rarely ſeen that any attempted to bring it a» 
bout again 3and if any did it, he was lookt upon as a very contentiows perſon, 

_— Nor was his Opinion and Judgment Reverenced ig Courts of Law only : But his Au- 
thority was Great in Courts of Equity alſo, and the fame reſpe& and ſubmiflion was 
paid to him there too: And this appeared not only in his own Court of Equity, in the 
Exchequer Chamber, but in the Chancery too, for thither he was often called to adviſe 
and affiſt the Lord Chancellsr,or Lord Keeper for the time being z and it the Cauſe were 
of difficult Examination, or intricated, and entangled with variety of Settlements, 
no man ſhewed a inore cleer and diſcerning _—_—_ If it were of a great value, 
and Great Perſons interreſſed in it, no man ever ſhewed greater Courage and Lategrity, 
in laying aſide all reſpe& of perſons, 

_ When he came to deliver his Opinionghe alwayes put his Diſcourſe into ſuch a method, 
that one part of it gave lightto another 3 and where the proceedings in Chancery might 
prove inconvenient to the Subject, he never ſpared to obſerve, and reprove them. And 
from his Obſervations, and Diſcourſes, the Chancery hath taken occaſion to eſtabliſh thoſe 
Rules, by which it governs it ſelf at thisday. 


——- He did look upon Equity as a part of the Common Law, and one of the Grounds of 


it: and therefore as near as he could, he did always reduce it to certain Rules and Prin- 
ciples that men might ſtudy it is a Science, and not think that the Adminiſtration of it, 
had any thing Arbitrary init, Thus Eminent was this worthy man in every Station 3 
and into what Court ſoever he was called, he quickly made it appear, that he deſerved 
the chief Scat there. 


_-—As Great a Lawyer as he was, tc would never ſuffer the ſiriftneſs of the Law to 
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prevail againſt Conſcience :;As Great a Chancellor as he was, he would make uſe of — 


all the nicetics and ſubtiltics in Law, when it tended to ſupport Right, and Equity, Bur -- 
nothing was more admirable in him than his patience. _He did not afic& the Reput 1 ti. ' 
on of quickneſs and diſpatch, by an halty, and captious hearing of the Counſel, - He - 
would bcar with the mcaneſt, and gave every man his full ſcope, thinking it much bet. 
ter to loſe time than patience. -In ſumming vp of an Evidence to a Jury, he would 
always require the Bar to interrupt him if he did miſtake, and to put him in mind of 
it, if hedid forget the leaſt Circumſtance. - Some Jud ges have been diſturbed at this as 
a rudencſs, which he alwayes looked upon as a ſervice, and reſpe& done unto him. 

His whole Life was nothing elſe but a continued courſe of Labour and Induſtry : And 
when he could borrow any time from the publick Service, it was wholly imployed, ci- 
ther in Philoſophical or Divine Meditations 3 and even that was publick Service too as it 
hath proved, For they have occaſioned his Writing of ſuch Treatifes as are become 
the choiceſtentertaiment of wiſe: and good men. 

— He that conſiders the Active part of his Life, and with what unwearicd diligence 
and application of mind he diſpatched all mens buſineſs which came under his Care, 
may julily wonder how he coul tid any time for Contemplation. Again, he that con- 
fiders the various ſtudies he paſt through, and the many Collections and Obſervations he 
hath made, may as juſtly wonder how he could find any time for Action. But no man can 
wonder at the Exemplary Picty and Innocence of ſuch a Life, fo ſpent as his wasz where- 
in as he wascareful to avoid every idle word, fo it appears that he never ſpent an idle 
day, _-But men who deſpair of attaining ſuch perfection, are not willing to believe that 
any manelſe did ever arrive at ſuch an heigth. 
_ He was the Greateſt Lawyer of the Age wherein he lived, and might have had what 
Practice he pleaſed : Put though he did moſt Conſcientiouſly affet-the Labour of his 
Profeſſion, yet at the ſame time he deſpiſed the gain of it, -He took more pains to a+ 
void the Honours,and prefermentsof the Gown ,than others do to obtain them. —His 
modeſty was beyond all Example : He was the moſt obliging man that ever practiſed. 
Af a young Gentleman happ'ned to be retained to Argue a Point in Law, where he was 
on the contrary (ide, he would often mind the Objections,when he came to repeat them, 
and would always commend the Gentleman if there were room for it zand one good 
word of his Mouth wasof more advantage to a young, man, than all the favour of the 
Court could be. 
-— He was twice Married. His firſt Wife was Ann, Daughter of Sir Henry Moor of Fal 
in Berk: ſhire > by her he had ten Children, whereof the tour firſt died young, the reſt live 
ed to beall Married, yet heoutlived them all, except his Eldeſi Daughter, and his young. 
eſt Son. His ſecond Wife was Ann, the Daughter of Mr. Foſeph Biſhop of Faly in Berk- 
ſhire, by whom he had no Children, -In his Will he gave her a great Character, as a 
moſt dutiful, faithful and Loving Wife, to whoſe care he committed the breedin of 
his Grand-Children, and left her one of his Executors. 6 
This Life was Written, and Printed far more largely by the Reverend, and Learned Doior 
Burnett: Anno Chriſti, 1682. 
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The Life and Death of Mrs, Mary Gunter, 
who died about the year, 1633. 


RS. Mary Gunter was by Birtha Gentlewoman, but deſcended of Popiſh — 
Parents, whodying in her infancy, ſhe was committed to the Tuition — 
of an old Lady, honourable for her place, but a ſtrong Papiſt, who— 
nurſed, this Orphan in Popery till ſhe came to be about fourtcen years — 
of Age : At which time this Lady dying, it pleaſed God Cwho had a 
mercitul purpoſe towards her Converſion) by his good Providence, 
that ſhe was brought into the Family, and ſervice of that Religious, and truly Honou- 
Lady, Leitice, Counteſs of Leiceſter, who entertained her with more than ordinary re- 
ſpc&. both becauſe of her young and tender years, as alſo becauſe ſhe was allicd unto - 
Sir Chriſtopher Blunt, then Husband to this honourable Counteſs, at whoſe requeſt, this — 
Lady had taken her into her care. 


— — To this honourable Counteſs ſhe came a molt zealous Papift (according to princi- 


ciplcs of her Education Jand was reſolved, fo ſoon as poſlibly the could mcet with a 
tit oppſhFtunity, to convey her ſelf beyond the Seas, to become a Nan. For ſhe then 
thought” that that was the ſureſt, and moſt likely way to get co Heaven 3 which, as 
ſhe had an earneſt deſire to attain, ſoſhe would take the neerett way, whicttſhe thoughe 
would bring her thither, 


— But ſhe could not fo cloſely carry on her ſecret devotions or intentions, but that by the 


vigilant, and careful eye of that Honourable Lady, they were ſoon diſcovered, and not 
ſooner diſcovercd than wilely prevented. For preſently her Lady took from her all her 
Popiſh Books, Beads, and Images, and all ſuch Trumpery, and fet a narrow Watch over — 
her, 
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prevail againſt Conſcience :,As Great a Chancellor as he was, he would make uſe of — 


all the nicetics and ſubtiltics in Law, when it tended to ſupport Right, and Equity, Bur -- 
nothing was more admirable in him than his patience. _Hedid not afic& the Reput 1ti«' 
on of quickneſs and diſpatch, by an halty, and captious hearing of the Counſel. - He - 
would bcar with the mcaneſt, and gave every man his full ſcope, thinking it much bee. 
ter to loſe time than patience. -In ſumming vp of an Evidence to a Jury, he would 
always require the Bar to interrupt him if he did miſtake, and to put him in mind of 
it, if he did forget the leaſt Circumſtance. - Some Judges have been diſturbed at this as 
a rudencſs, which he alwayes looked upon as a ſervice, and reſpe& done unto him. 

His whole Life was nothing elſe but a continued courſe of Labour and Induſtry : And 
when he could borrow any time from the publick Service, it was wholly imployed, ei- 
ther in Philoſophical or Divine Meditations 3 and even that was publick Service too as it 
hath proved, For they have occaſioned his Writing of ſuch Treatiles as are become 
the choiceſtentertaiment of wiſe! and good men. 

— He that conſiders the Active part of his Life, and with what unwearicd diligence 
and application of mind he diſpatched all mens buſineſs which came under his Care, 
may julily wonder how he coul tid any time for Contemplation, Again, he that con- 
fiders the various ſtudies he paſt through, and the many Collections and Obſervations he 
hath made, may as juſily wonder how he could find any time for Action, But no mancan 
wonder at the Exemplary Picty and Innocence of ſuch a Life, fo ſpent as his wasz where- 
in as he wascareful to avoid every idle word, fo it appears that he never ſpent an idle 
day. _But men who deſpair of attaining ſuch perfeCtion, are not willing to believe that 
any manelſe did cver arrive at ſuch an heigth. 
_ He was the Greateſt Lawyer of the Age wherein he lived, and might have had what 
Practice he pleaſed : Put though he did moſt Conſcientiouſly affe&t- the Labour of his 
Profeſſion, yet at the ſame time he deſpiſed the gain of it. —He took more pains to a+ 
void the Honours,and prefermentsof the Gown, than others do to obtain them. —His 
modeſty was beyond all Example ; He was the moſt obliging man that ever practiſed. 
_Af a young Gentleman happ'ned to be retained to Argue a Point in Law, where he was 
on the contrary (ide, he would often mind the ObjeQtions,when he came to repeat them 
and would always commend the Gentleman if there were room for it zand one good 
word of his Mouth wasof more advantage to a young, man, than all the favour of the 
Court could be. _ 5 9 BN 

- He was twice Married. His firſt Wife was Ann, Daughter of Sir Heny 

in Berk: ſhire > by her he had ten Children, whereof the _ hrſt died —— 
ed to be all Married, yet heoutlived them all, except his Eldeſi Daughter and his youn 
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eſt Son. His ſecond Wife was Ann, the Daughter of Mr. Foſeph Biſhop of Faly in Berk- 
ſhire, by whom he had no Children, -In his Will he gave her a great Character, as a 
moſt dutiful, faithful and Loving Wife, to whoſe care he committed the breedin of 
his _ LA _ left _ one - his Executors. 5 
This Life was Written, and Printed far more lareely by the Reverend, and 
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The Life and Death of Mrs, Mary Gunter, 
who died about tbe year, 1633. 


RS. Mary Gunter was by Birtha Gentlewoman, but deſcended of Popiſh — 

Parents, whodying in her infancy, ſhe was committed to the Tuition — .4 

of an old Lady, honourable for her place, but a ſtrong Papiſt, who— —S 86 

nurſed this Orphan in Popery till ſhe came to be about fourteen years — —_ 

of Age : At which time this Lady dying, it pleaſed God Cwho had a 

mercitul purpoſe towards her Converſion) by his good Providence, 

that ſhe was brought into the Family, and ſervice of that Religious, and truly Honou- 
Lzdy, Leitice, Counteſs of Leiceſter, who entertained her with more than ordinary re- 
ſpc&. both becauſe of her young and tender years, as alſo becauſe ſhe was allicd unto —- 
Sir Chriſtopher Blunt , then Husband to this honourable Counteſs, at whoſe requeſt, this — 
Lady had taken her into her care. 

—— To this honourable Counteſs ſhe came a moſt zealous Papift (according to princi- 
ciplcs of her Education Jand was reſolved, fo ſoon as poſlibly the could mcet with 2 

- tit oppſhcunity, to convey her ſelf beyond the Seas, to become a Nzn. For ſhe then 
thought” that that was the ſureſt, and moſt likely way to get co Heaven 3 which, as 
ſhe had an carnelt deſire to attain, ſoſhe would take the neerett way, whicttſhe thoughc 
would bring her thither, 

— But ſhe could not focloſcly carry on her ſecret devotions or intentions, but that by the 
vigilant, and careful eye of that Honourable Lady, they were ſoon diſcovered, and not 
ſooner diſcovercd than wilely prevented, For preſently her Lady took from her all her 
Popiſh Books, Beads, and Images, and all fuch Trumpery, and fet a narrow Watch over — 


her, 
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hcr, that ſhe might be kept from her Popiſh Prayers, and not abſcnt her ſclt from the 
daily Praycrs ufcd in the Family, which were confiantly and Religioufly obſerved therc- 
in, Farthet alſo ſhe required her to read thoſe Prayers which her Honour daily uſed 
to have in her private Chamber with her Women, 

— Her Ladiſhip alſo carcfully prevented her meeting with any of hcr Popiſh Companions, 
or intercourſe with them by Letters, not {uftering her cithcr to Write vor Receive any 
Letter without the view or conſent of her Honour. 

- She alſo cauſed het-to give an account of the Sermons, which were Preach:d in the 
Family, which were conltantly two! every Lords day, that thereby the might attain ro 
ſound knowledge, which is the great Hammer to beat down, and cnervate Popery. Ard 
it pleaſed God fo to bleſs theſe means in a ſhort time, that ſhe became helptu] unto 0+ 
thers, by Communicating to them the ſubſtance of thoſe Sermons which the heard 3 and 
ſhe had the greater opportunity to do this, becauſe it was conſtantly obſerved by all the 


- Women in that honourable Family, to come together after the Evcning Sermon, and to 
-improve their time by repeating both Sermons. : 
— But all this ſhe as yet did out of fear, keeping ſtill this reſerve that ſhe wou!d devote 


her heart to Popery, and (as Naaman,) truſted that God would be mercitul, becauſe ſhe 
did all through fear, and conſtraint. But God (whoin kis own due tim:, and hy his 
own means) bringeth about his own purpoſes, began to work in her a {tagyering hilt, 
about her former old way. For when ſhe ſaw, and obſerved the grave and holy Con- 
verſatibn of that Reycrend man of God, who then was Chaplaia to the Conntets 
{ Mr. F. i.) ſhe began to apprehend and perſwade her ſelf, that (ſurely this mans god- 
lineſs mult needs bring him to Heaven : And hereupon, the Reverend refſpc&t which 
ſhe did now bear to the man, made her to lend a better car, and give more heed rg his 
Doctrine, to examine his proofs, and to reverence his Miniftry, whereby Cin a ſhore 
time ) ſhe came to embrace the Truth in the Love of it, and to renounce her tormer ſ\z- 
perſtitions, and to bewail her ignorance. 

-And, as it is the property of a true Convert, being Converted her (elf, ſhe much 


_ endeavoured the Converſion of others, and was a great help, and furtherance to the 


publick Miniſtry, in her place and ſtation. And this was a thing which that hono- 
rable Family took ſpecial notice of,/-and there were many that had great caulc to bleſs 
God for her, for the benefit which they received by her, © 

But preſently after Satan (that ſubtile Serpent that watcheth to devour every man- 
child thatis born unto God) began to rage, and roar upon her, by firoag, and Hellifh 
temptations : Firſt, terrifying her with. an apprehenſion that ſhe had conmittcd the tin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, having been a deep difſembler 3 For that, having, been in iicare 
a Papiſt, yet had ſhe joyned in worſhip with the Proteſtants whom ſhe held to be Here- 
ticks, and did all this againſt her knowledge and couſcience : And fo incelſant!y, and 
violently did he purſuc her with this Temptation, that ſhe was brought to belicve that 
it was impoſſible that this fin ſhould, or could be pardoned. And this Temptation 
was cdged and ſharpened with that foul and unnatural ſuggeſtion of making away 
her ſelf by murther 3 as if the remedy of the fin againit the Holy Ghoſt, were ro de- 
ſtroy ones (lf. 
-—While ſhe was toſſed and moleſted tong with this Satanical ſuggeſtion, ſhe (by conceal- 
ing her grief) was brought ſo low, by bodily diſtempers, that ſhe almoſt deſpaircd of 
gecovery- But in the nick of time, it pleaſed God to dire that Reverend Miniſter 
(who was her Father in Chriſt, and whom ſhe ever after embraced with the molt intire 
Love of the moſt natural Child) to diſcourſe, and treat of this (in, and to ſhew what 
it was, and by whom, and in what manner it was committed. To this Do&rine ſhe 
attended with great diligence, and by examining it, and comparing her ſelf and her 
own condition with what ſhe had heard of it, and finding that ſhe had not fo finncd af- 
ter illumination, nor with obſtinate malice againſt God and his Truth (tor that was it, 
when ſhe was moſt ſuperſtitiouſly devoted, (he defired to tind out) it pleaſed God to calm 
and quiet her mind for that, and fo freed her from that Temptation. ; 


_. But Satan ( who departed from our Head,the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, only for a ſeaſon) was 


not long abſent before he again ſet upon her with new ſuggeſtions. and upon his return 
brought with him ſeven other ſpirits (if it were poſſible) worſe than himſclt, and 
now his name might fitly by called Legion. For now he c2ſt other fiery Darts at her, 
to confound and deltroy her : And this he eadeavourcd by injcRing multitudes of 
blaſphemous thoughts into her head, For now ſhe mu believe that there is no God ; 
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_ That the ſacred Scriptures are not the Word of God, but a humane policy to keep 
men in order : Or if it were Gods Word, who muſt interpret it? Or how could ſhe, 
a lilly woman, get the underſtanding of ſuch deep Myſteries as were contained in the 
ſame? Beſides, as ſhe was of mind that ſhe was gotten out of one Error, fo ſh: knew 
nothing but that (ſhe was miſled into another ? For how could ſhe be aſſured that this 
was the Truth which (ſhe now embraced, and profeſſed, ſeeing there are as many, or 
more Learned men of the one Opinion as of the other 3 and all of them defend, and 
maintain their Opinions by the Scriptures ? 

——- Thus was ſhe vexed and moleſted with Armies of roving, and unfetled conceits for 
the ſpace of five, or fix years together, till God (whom ſhe often implored and impor- 
tuncd by fervent prayer, for direction and affitance in the Combate j brought her to this 
reſolution, that ſhe would hold theſe Concluſions what ſocver Diſputes Satan might 
vex and weary her withal, 

—- I» That there was, not only a Gol in himſelf, but a God that was her God : 2ly, That 
whatſoever Opinions there were in the World, that yet there was but one Truth, and 
that was to be Learned out bf the Scriptures: And that, though there was much 
in the Bible which ſhedid not underſtand, yet ſhe was perſwaded, that if ſhe would dis 
ligently read, and ſearch the Scriptures, with earneſt-prayer unto God for a good undere 
ſtanding in them, ſhe ſhould attain thereby, ſuch a meaſure oft knowledge, as would be 
ſufficient to bring her toHeaven, And holding firong|]y to theſe grounds, the tound 
her Temptations to vaniſh and wear away by degrees, and was her ſelf daily more coa- 
firmed, and ſetled upon the foundation, 

— Neither was ſhz only (through Gols Grace, ) a Conqueror over theſe Temptations 3 
but (as the Apoltle Paul fpeaketh) Rom. 8. more than 4 Conqueror by them, -For God 
(who bringeth Light out of darkneſs.) made theſe Temptations a ſweet ſeaſoning of 
. hex by occaſion whereof, ſbe ticd her felt to an exa&t; and (tridt courſe of gadlinels, 
and to the conſtant praQtice of Chriltian duties, which the religiouſly oblerved and pra- 
Cticcd even till her dying day. 

_- For firſt, That ſhe might be eſtabliſhed in the Truth, and confirmed againſt her former 
weverings, and weakneſſes, the reſolved that (Gol atſitting her) ſhe would cvery year 
rcad overy the whole Bible in an orderly courſe, which courſe ſhe conſtantly obſerved for 
the ſpxce of fifteen years together, beginning her task upon her Birth day, and reading 
every day fo many Chapters as to bring itabout juſt with the year: By which exerciſe 
the gained a great encreaſe and meaſure of knowledge, and no le(s firengthening of her 
Faith. For ſhe dj4 not rcad careleſly and negligently, but always kept a Note of ſuch 
Places 23 (he did not underſtand; and would be till enquiring after the meaning of 
them, as ſhe met, cither with Miniſters, or with other underltanding Chriſtians, who 
as ſh: thought, were abl2 to help her therein. And her caſtom was, ever before ſhe 
op:ncd her Bible, todircct, and ſend upa ſhort Prayer unto God tor the opening of her 
blind cys3 to the underſtanding of thoſe ſacred Mylieries, that they might be asa Lamp 
to guid: h-r fzet in the ways of holineſs, until (he ſhould attain the-end of her Hope, 
and Faith, cven the ſalvation of ber Soul. 

And yct not herewith content, as a good Mary, (he pondred the good Word of God 
in her hcart. _For by her great induſtry in the Scriptures, ſhe had gotten by heart ma- 
ny Scle& Chapters, and more of the Pſalms: and in every Book ot the Scripture one 
choice Verſe 3 all which ſhe repcated every week in a method and order which ſhe had 
propounded to ber ſelf, -And being asked, why the took ſo much pains in getting and 
retaining thoſe Scriptures in memory ? Her Anſwer was,that ſhe knew not what dayes 
and times of Trial, and Perſecutions might come, wherein ſhe might be deprived of 
her Bible, and other good Books and helps z, But ſo much of the Scriptures as ſhe could 
gt into hcr heart, the knew that noTyrant, or Enemy could bereave, or rob her of 
tems | | 

——S:cend!ly. For that time of her trouble, ſhe reſolved upon Daniels Praftice, where» 
in (he was conſtant alſo namely, that beſides Family duties, which were performed 
twice every day, by the Chaplain jn- the Religious houſe in which ſhe lived, cill within 
one ycar of her death: And befides the private Prayers which ſhe daily read in her 
L:dics B:d-Chamber, ſhe was thrice on her Knees cvery day before God in lecret, like 
a true worſhipper , whoſe delight was frequently to preſent her (elf before the Lord : 
And by means of this days exerciſe (beſides all other comfortable fruits ) ſhe attained 
to a lingular ſweet gift in prayer, whereby ſhe could both {ftrongly wreſtle, and happily 
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prevail with God, whoſe gracious diſpoſition inclincs him to be prevailed with, yea, to 
be overcorne by the Prayers of his weak Servants, . 

_-—S$he alſo knowing that religious faſting, is the Whetſtone of Prayer, ſhe ticd her ſelf 
to ſet apart ſix dayes in every year, wherein ſhe did in an extraordinary manner humble 
her ſelf before God by faſting and prayer for her own fins, and for the fins of the 
times wherein ſhe lived. At all which times ſhe was ina ſpecial manner carneſt with 
the Lord, that he would be pleaſed farther to reveal his whole Truth, needful for 
her Salvation, and keep her conſtant in the Obedicnce thereof unto the end. 
_--And becauſe ſhe knew that the right and worthy receiving of the Sacrament of the 
Lords Supper, did afford to a Chriſtian ſome ſpecial ſtrength, and much ſtability in the 
courſe of Godlineſs 3 as ſhe diligently laid hold on every opportunity, whercin ſhe might 
partake thereof 3 ſo for many years ſhe laid a bond upon her ſelf never to receive it, 
but the day before, to ſit, and examine her (elf ſeriouſly, and deeply to humble her felt 
before the Lord in faſting and por all the day long. 

_— Thirdly. The troubles of her Conſcience made her ever of a tender Conſciencc, fo 
that ſhe was ever fearful of offending God and her own Conſcience, tor which end ſhe 
always kept a ſiri& and narrow watch over her heart. And to keep her ſelf in the 
greater awe, for the ſpace of about five years before her death, ſhe kept a Catalogue or 
Regiſter of her daily flips, yea, ſhe ſet down the naughty thoughts which ſhe obſerved 
in her ſelf, that one day in every Week ſhe might extraordinarily humble her ſelf for 
all the failings of that Week and at ſuch times her abſiinence was more than ordinary, 
uſinz only fo much food as might beſt fit her weak body to humble and fervent pray- 
cr. All theſe private duties of Religion were carricd on with ſo much fervency, that 
none in the family, beſides her boſom friend, knew of their performance, 

_— And as ſhe wasfearful of fins preſent and to come, ſo was her Conſcience as tender 
in reſpeQ of ſins paſt, as will appear by this memorable inſtance, —-Whilft ſhe was a 
Child, bred up in the Family ef that afore-mentioned old Lady, ſhe wasenticed by ſome 
- - lewd Servants, who fed her with Figs, and ſuch other Toys, fit to pleaſe Children 
- withal, to fical for them money. out of her Ladies Cabinet, which often ſtood open 
in her Chamber, and which they knew, ſhe of all others had the fitteſt opportunities to 
dos-And her childiſhneſs giving way to theſe enticements, ſhe found that it was not 
miſſed, and therefore was encouraged to continue it, for about the ſpace of ſeven years, 
without any great check of Conſcience: But when the Lightof Gods Word ſhone into 
her ſoul, x made a privy diſcovery of the fecrets of her heart, and thereby made 
her able to take her ſelt with the Fat 3 Now ſhe was aſhamed and confounded in her 
ſelf, and her awaken'd Conſcience gave her no reſtz neither could ſhe concieve a+ 
ny hope of quiet, becauſe ſhe ſaw . a ſhe had done that which ſhe could no way 
undo, 


When ſhe looked at the Sums of money taken by her, and given to thoſe wicked 
Enticers, ſhe conceived that by continuing in that courſe, for ſo many years together, 
' ſhe might have wronged that Lady of Thirty, or Forty pounds. _ If ſhe thought of mak» 
ing Reltitution, ſhe was no way able to do it. - And thus ſhe groancd under the bur- 
den of*this fin for a long time, caling it as well as ſhe could, by taking up a firm rc- 
ſolution, that if God pleaſed ever to make her able, ſhe would make full Refiituti-« 
on to the Heirs of the deceaſed Lady, which afterwards ſhe did according]y. 

— For when that honourable Lady, whom ſhe had long ſerved, at the time of her Mar- 
riage, gave her a large and bountiful Portion, ſhe ſoon after made choice of a Revercad 
Minifter, to whom ſhe enjoyned fecxecys and becauſe ſhe would be (ure to make full Re- 
{titution, ſhe delivered to him Threeſcore pounds to make tender of it to the Ladies 
heir, as trom a concealed Servant of the Ladies , who had unjuſtly taken it away 
from her. - And when the Gentleman returned Ten pounds of it again, fuch was the 
tenderneſsof her Conſcience, that ſhe would receive none of it to her own uſe, bur gave 
it away to the poor, and pious uſes, Ard this childiſh miſcarriage God turned to her 

good, For in all the rwo and twenty years ſervice to that honourable Lady, the never 
made uſe of any thing which was under her charge, whether ſmall or great, bur ſhe ſet 

it down in Writing, and once every day did make it good, either in the very kind, or in 

tome other thing which ſhe bought for her Ladiſhips ule. 

— — Fourthly. The ſenſe of her own weakneſſes and wants made her of a pitiful and 

charitab!e diſpofition towards the wants and miſerics of others. She had cycr a very 

large heart to the poor, eſpecially to the godly poor, | She did never (ce or hear of any 


that 
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that were in want, but her heart did mourn if ſhe had not wherewithal to relieve 
them ; Neither yet was her hand thut; tor ſhe did yearly lay altidea portion of mony, 
to the uttexmolt of her ability (if not beyond it) for their relict- Thus ſhe lived, 
and therefore happily, and* defiredly. Neither could fo gracious a Life be conclud- 
ed, but by an anſwerable, that is, a happy death and diflolution, which accordingly, 
through Gods mercy, ſhe attained. 

__Tro& it is that the Life of a Chriſtian ſhould be a continual meditation of death, as 
ft js a continual motion towards Death. And ſuch was the Jatter part eſpecially ot the 
Life of this gracious woman, who was of a wcak and lickly conſtitution for many 
years betore her death, which made her the more and better prepared for her lalt 
combate and ſickneſs, which continued for the ſpace of ten Weeks 3 in all which time ſhe 
certainly apprehended, and expected her approaching diſſolution, it being the principal, 
and almoſt only ſubje& of her diſcourſes, tor fix Months before ir came to paſs. But 
Thirty days betore her departure, ſhe tinding her pains increafing and growing very ſharp 
and tedious, ſhe ſpent an hours diſcourſe with her Husband, concerning her defire about 
the things ot this Life. And having imparted to him what ſhe purpoſed, ſhe thus con= 
cluded her Spe-ch. And now ſweet-heart, no more words between you and me about any world- 
ly thing, only let me earneſtly requeſt you, and charge you, that as you ſee my weakneſſes to en« 
creaſe, you will not fail to aſſiſt me, and to call upon me to follow the Lord with prayer and pa» 
tience, For now, I know, that Satan will ſhew all bis malice, becauſe his time is but ſhort a= 
gainſt me, and be will eaſily eſpy my weakneſs, and make bis advantage of it and therefore now 
eſpecially help me with your counſel, comfort, and prayers, 

_An all the time of her fickne(s, her gracious God, who, as a faſt friend, ftandeth cloſe 
to his Servants, when they have need of him, ſhewed his merciful preſence with 
her, as in all other comfortable ſupplies, anſwerable to the depth of her diſtreſs, 
ſo eſpecially in hearing, and anſwering her prayers, and delires of her heart, 
For 

_—There were four things, which in her prayers, ſhe eſpecially begged of God, in the 
time of her ſickneſs, and in none of them was ſhe denied. 

_— Firſt: That ſhe might be armed with firength againſt Satans aſſaults, and temptati- 
ons which ſhe expeQed would be very tierce and frequent : From whom ( according to 
her requeſt) ſhe was mercifully freed. Only about three days before her death, ſhe began 
to be dejected in the fight and ſenſe of her preſent dulnefs, and hereupon began to 
call in queſtion, the love of God towards her, and the truth of Gods Grace in her. For 
(faid ſhe) were I the Lords, why ſhould not I now litt up my head with Joy, ſceing the 
time of my diſſolution draweth on fo near ? 

But, through Gods mercy, theſe complaints continued not above fix hours, before ſhe 
had much comfort and chearfulnefs again, which ſhe cxpreſicd in earnett and excellent 
prayers (wherein her Gift was more than ordinary for her Sex) as alſo in many hearty 
and chcarful Praiſes, and Thank(ſgivings unto God for his great mercy, in that he had 
ſo chained up Satan, at this time of her great weakneſs; whereas ſhe had been former. 
ly moleſted, and daily vexed with his Buffetings, and fiery Darts, tor above the ſpace of 
ſix years together 3 yet now, God would not ſuffer him to (pit out his malice againſt 
her for above the ſpace of fix hours. p 

- - Her ſecond requelt was, that the Lord would ſupport and ſtrengthen her, patiently 
to endure, and cheerfully to undergo all the pains he thould lay upon her, even to the 
end. And hercin alſo was ſhe graciouſly heard, as well as in the former. For though 
ſhe was full of great pains, and endured many firong fits, in which no part of her bo- 
dy was exempted from racking, and deadly torments, and every of theſe fits conti« 
nued for many hours, yet wasſhe never heard to utter any impatient word concerning 

; her ſelf, or of diſcontent to any that were jmploycd about her : Much leſs did ihe 

charge God fooliſhly, in whoſe hands ſhe judged her felt to be, as the Clay in the hands 
of the Potter. 

- - Her third requeſt to God was, that ſhe might in all her ſorrows be ſupported with 
ſome ſenſe and evidence of his Love, and with the affurance of the pardon of all her 
fins. And that God was comfortably found of her in this rc queſt, alſo was very appas 
rent in her joyful cxpeQation of deaths the rime whereof the truly toretold hve days 
before it came to paſs : And as this time approached, her Joy encreafed, fo as ſhe was 
able to comfort her mournful Husband. and Friends, faying: Mvurn not for me, but for 
Jour ſelves: For I ſhall very ſhortly be more happy than the wiſhes of your hearts can make 
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me 3 and therefore ceaſe your mourning, and help me thither by you- prayers as faſt as you 
Cas 

- Her fourth and laſt requeſt was, that ſhe might have her memory continued to her 
until the laſt period of her life, that ſo by no idle or light ſpeech, ſhe might diſhonour 
God, or bring a fcandal upon her profciſion, For ſhe aid, If T through pain, or want of 
Sleep ( which indeed ſhe much wanted )ſhould have any fooliſh, or idle talk, I know what the 
Spcech of the world wſeth to be, This is the end of all your preciſe Folks, they die mad, or nat 
themſelves, &c. 
— And as the prayed, God gave her her memory to the laſt gaſp, ſo that ſhe died pray. 
ing, For a little before her departure, ſhe called her Husband, and her Friends that 
were about her, and hafted them toprayer : For now (ſaid ſhe ) T ſhall be gone preſently 
(which words they then believed [not ) but prayer being ended, ſhe ſaid with more 
firergth than ſhe had ſpoken any thing for four hours betore, Amen, Amen, Into thy 
bands, O Lord, I commend my ſpirit, Lord Feſus have mercy on me, and receive my Soul, And 
thus with hcr breath and words, ſhe breathed out her foul, which by the Angels was 
carricd into Abrabams boſom in the higheſt Heavens, to which her eyes and hands were 
lifted up, About the year of our Lord, 1633. 


Praiſed be God. 


The Life and Death of the Lady Alice Lucy, 
who Died, Anno Chriſti 16458. 


Er Birth was none of hers, and therefore cannot be cither her vertue or her 
— praife, High deſcent, -and glorious Names, far fetcht, are but Names; and the 
Nanucs of others to0-=-- 7ix ea noſtra voce. -Scarcely can we call ozrs what our ſelves 
arc not the Authors of. - And, not many Generations, and a multitude of mouldy ſta. 
tues, but Virtue only gives the CharaCter of true Nobility, as ſome of the Heathen hath 
faid ; How far then ſhould Chriſtians be from committing of Idolatry with Stocks, 
and worſhipping of Images ! Aſcribing ſo much to Families, and eſteeming themſelyes 
or others truly Noble, it their Progenitors have been fo, > Nobility is not Hereditary, 
but Inherent ; not Relative and tran{mitted, but Moral, and Perſonal; or at leaſt, not fo 
much ;-Though we are very apt to give much honour to the very ſhadow of Nobility, 
— Put when to the ſhadow there is addcd the ſubltance 3_ Nobility Inherent to Nobility He- 
reditary, there truly we ewe a debe of double honore © And ſuch a debt was due to this 
Noble Lady, ſoconſpicuous in both. 
Her Marriage. _. Her cntrance was early into the Conjugal State and Condition (ſuch Fruit fo rare, fo 
ſoon ripe, could not continue lang ungathered) yet not ſooner than ſhe was fit for it. 
She knew that her taking of a ſecond ſelf, was a (elt-denying work 3 and therefore 
Her HumulitY* 1efipned both her reaſon, and her will unto her Head, and Husband 3 to whom ſhe Wag, 
as Monica, the Mother of Saint Aw/tin, was to her Husband Patricius, Reverently ami> 
A good Wife, able, and admirable + And from! whom, for all the Virtues which an Husband can 
wiſh for in his Wife, ſhe received as much honor as ſhe could expe, or defire, 
_- Husband, After they had drawn rogether in one yoke for about the ſpace of Thirty years, 
_ Eby = with much mutual dearncfs, and delight, it pleaſed God to diſſolve the Knot 3 by tak- 
— ing away her ſupport and honour, tar dearer to her than her very Life. _-But then it 
pleaſed God alſo, to ſhew himſelt abundantly gracious unto her, For when he had 
made her a Widdow, he made himfclf her Hsband ſapporting her, comforting her, and 
enabling her prudently to mannage her great Eſtate, and to order her numerous Fa- 
| Her Prudence, jrjly. with ſo much Wiſdom as was admirable z eſpecially if we conſider that her bo» 
WM. |! dily infirmitics did moſt commonly confine her to her Chamber, and (:ldom permitted 
M her to ſtir abroad._-Its no wonder that the Turk; Baſſa*s, and Privy Counſellors carry 
themſclves fo regularly and exactly towards him, though he never come amongſt 
them ;, For he hath his dangerous Window (as *tis called W where he can hear their Words, 
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— and (ce. and obſerve all their behaviour, _thovgh none of them can ſee him :-And won- : 
derful it was that all in ſogreat a Family as this Ladies, ſhould be fo regular, fo dili- Good Servancs. 
gent'in' their places, fo faithtul ro her, who, as ſhe ſcarce ever came among them, ſo 
had no Window through which ſhe might over-look them. Gods Wiſdom is every where 
viſible, though himſelf be not : So her Influence extended to all ker aftairs, though her 
ſelt were {o retired. : 

—— She continually carried about her the burthen of a weak body; but ſhe did bear yer prex: 
it with ſingular Patience, and improvcd it to her ſpiritual advantage. Its 8 bleſſed weaks weakneh. 
neſs which cauſeth us to make God our ſtrength : A bleſſed Confinement, which ſets the ſoul at 
liberty, and. ſet it a longing after more Communion with God, Her great affliction it was 
that ſhe could not vilit the houſe of God and attend upon the Publick Ordinances, 
where God hath promiſed his preſence, and where we may expect his blefling What 
many in thoſe giddy days departed from, ſhe moſt carnetily detired to repair to, and-en> 
Joy But becauſe ſhe could not go trom her houſe to Gods houſe, ſhe made a Church of 
her houſe, where for ſundry years, ſhe every Lords day in the Evening (unleſs ſhe Mer Prety: 
were hindred by extroardinary weakne(s) heard the Preaching of the Word 3 tfiricly 
requiring the preſence ot all her Family, and ſhewing her fſclt an example of great 
xeverence, and lingular attention, 

— It was obſerved that ſhe neyer removed out of one Room into-an other, but ſhe Prayer. 
uſed fome ſhort Ejaclations, with lifting up her Eyes and hands to God. 

— Her tirft imployment every day; was her humble Addrefles to Almizhty God in fe- Secrer duties, 
cret :. Her next was to read ſome part of Gods Word, and of other good and pro- 
fitable Books : And indeed ſhe had a great Library, well ſtored with moſt of our choice 
Engliſh Authors. No ſooner could ſhe hear of any pious Book made publick, but ſhe 
endeavourcd to make it hers, and her (clt the better for and by it, 

—Much ſhe way in reading, and able to give as good an account of what ſhe read as Children well 
moſt are : She had an excellent underſtanding, as in ſecular. fo in ſpiritual things, And Educated; 
finding the benefit of this courſe, and practice to her (e'f, (he commended it to her 
Children, whom the cauſed , every day to read ſome Portions, both of the O14 and New 

Teſtament in her own preſence and hearing. In the Afternoon ſhe ſpent ſome time in 

the (ame manner as (he had done in the Morning, 
——- About an hour before Supper, ſhe appointed ſome one of her Children to read ſome 

godly and uſeful Sermon in the pretence of her ſelf and of her other Children : Fre- 

quently taking occation of inſtilling into them ſome {weer and profitable Inſtructi- 

ons, and of exhorting them to a conltant religious walking with God, In the Evening 

a little before (he betook her {clf to repole, the commanded them all to come into her 
Lodgings, where they joyned in fin2zing of a Pſalm (as the Servants did alſo con- 

{}antly after Supper, betore they roſe trom the Table 3, the men-ſervants in the Hall, 

and the Maid Servants in a more private Room) And whence, atter many pious Exhors 

tations, and her Motherly Benedi&@ion, the ditmifſed them : And then cloſed the day, with 

ſecret duties, as ſhe began it 3 begging Gods blciling upon her ſclt: And thus the did 
conliantly every day. 

—By what hath bcen ſaid, we may obſerve that ſhe was of a precious, and gracious 

ſpirit her ſelf, and as caretul ro leave ſuch holy and gracious imprctfions upon her 
Children after her. A very Fruitful Vine ſhe was, and many were her Olive Plants Her fruitful? 
about her Table. Scme ot them tallied of dcath before their dear Mother, yet ſhe left neb. 
Ten living atter her 3 the ſame number of either Sex, who were all preſent at her Fu+ 

neral. Whiltt the lived, they daily tcl] down and craved her bleffing : They alſo roſe 

Worm (with the Children of Solomons Virtuous woman, Prov, 31.28.) called her 

bleſſed. 

-— Next ta her golden Chain. of- Graces, mentioned by Saint Peter (1 Pet.1. 5,6, 7.) 
wherewith ſhe was eminently ,Beautified) and the Ornament of a meck, and quiet ſpirit, 

C 1 Pet. 3. 4.) ſhe accounted (with Cornelia, that noble Roman Matron } her Children to 

be her chieftctt Ornaments 3 and' therefore her detize, and earneſt endeavours were to 
beautifie and adorn them with all virtuous Habits, and to make them the true Chil- 

dren of God. _-She knew, and would have them know too, that it they would be — 
happy;- to their Great Birth there mult be added-ttte New Birth ; To great Kindred and — 
Allics, there muit be Relation to the Family ot Heaven :_Toa great Eſtate, the State —© 
of Grace,or el{c it would come to pals that they would one day with, that they had ne* 

ver been born, -She often ingulcated into them, That true Grate is mras Greatneſs .* 
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_— And that the more any of them feared and ſerved God, the greater portion of Loye 


Her Charity. 


they might expect from her. | 
-- The laſt Link in Saint Peters Chain is Charity. And this Ele& Lady (4 Fobn 1.)". 
was much in thoſe gracious praQtices, whereby the might make her Calling and Elettion - 
fare. - Much ſhe was in the duties of Piety : Much in the duties of Charity :_ Matiy 
Coats and Garments did this Doreas make whillt ſhe was alive : She had not a hard 
heart, nor a withered Hand, She was none of thoſe, who having this worlds goods, 
and ſeeing their Brother have need, do yet ſhut up their bowels of Compaſſion from him. 


- She may be a Pattern to all that come after : God gave her the bleſling of a great E> 


fiate : Yea, he gave her-a greater bleſſing than that, an heart to make a right 'uſe 
of it» 


_--- Every day ſhe ſtretched out ber hand to the poor; yea, ſhe reached out her hands to the 


needy. —-A great number ſhe relieved at her Gates, and gave her charge to her Porter, 
that when there came any that were very Aged, or that complained of great Toffes 
in thoſe diſmal Times of our Civil Wars, eſpecially if they fecmed honeſt, that he 
ſhould come and certific her of it, that ſhe might enlarge her Charity to ſuchz which 
if he hadnegle&ed at any time to do, and ſhe had.known of it, probably ſhe would 
have been as much diſpleaſed with him, as once ſhe. was with another of her Servants, 
for negle&ing a Command which ſhe had given him in reference to the refreſhment of 
ſome poor. 


__—In thoſe Times of ſcarcity, every Week ſhe fent many Loaves of Bread to many 


Neighbour Towns: She cauſed her Corn to be fold in the Markets cas it were } 
by Retail, in ſuch ſmall quantities as might nor exceed the Poors abilitics to purchaſe. 
She allowed certain Meals in her Houſe to ſundry poor Neighbours, whoſe empty 
Bellies were diſcernible: in their pale Faces 3 and when hereby they had recovered theit 
former Complexion, and received (as it were) a new Life by her means, ſhe with 
Joy profeſſed, that the fight of ſuch analteration in them, did her as much good, as 
any thing which ſhe her ſelt had eaten. 


Ber Prudence, She continually imployed many poor old men and women in ſuch works as were fit 


and ſutable to their skill and ſtrength. 


_— When the Phyſitian came at any time toher houſe, ſhe uſed to make inquiry whe- 


ther any were ſick in the Town 3/ That it any were, they might partake of the 
ſame bencfit with her ſelf : Butatall times when- any wanted health, ſhe preſently 
had intelligence of it, and moſt cheartully Communicated whatſocver ſhe conceiy« 
cd conducible to their recovery z/ having, not only great ſtore of Cordials and Re. 
florativer always by her, but great Skill and Judgment -in the Application of 
them. | 


- — And as our Saviour Chriſt ſaid | unto the Woman of Canaan (Matth. 15.28, ) great 


is thy Faith, ſomgy we ſay of this Virtuous, and Religious Lady, Great was her Chari» 
ty. For the knew right well, and contidercd 

. — That Faith is but a fancy without the Labowr of Love. For true Faith cannot be 
idle, its never out of work, 1 Theſ. 1.3- And it.worketh by Love, Gal.5.6, 

-— That the greater any are, the better they ſhould be : The more Goods they have, 
the more Good they ſhoud do : And ar they have opportunity they ſhould do good to all, 
Gal.6.10. 

—That ſuch as arc riclf in this world, have a great charge. For they are charged, 
not to be high minded, and cloſe handed (which they are too apt to be) But to do good, 
#0 be rich in good works, ready to diſtribute, willing to Communicate ; $0 laying up in ftore for 
themſelves, a good foundation . againſt the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal 
life, 1 Tim.6 17,18,19. 


. _——That the Wiſdom that is from above, as 'tis pure, and peaceable, gentle and eafie to 


be intreated : So 'tis full of mercy, and good fruits z without partiality, and without 
Hypocrifie, Gal. 3. 17. 


— -— That pure religion, and undefiled before God and the Father, is this: To viſit the 


k atherleſs and Widdows in their affliciion, and to keep himſelf unſpotred from the world, 

m.1.27. 

Thus unſpotted ſhe ever kept her ſelf. As the Apoſtle S. Pawl faith ; Who ſhall lay any 

thing to the charge of God Elc& ? It is God that juſtifieth, &c. Rom. 8. 33. So may welay, who 

can layany thing to the charge of this Elc& Lady? God had {anctified her: Yet not - 

© as to free her from the Inherency of fin (for ſo he ſanctities none in this Lile), but - 
; [0 


— 
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Ao, as to free her from the Regency of it, and from all fuch acts as would have proved 

a ſpot, and blemilh co her, which all that knew her mult needs 'acknowledge, And — 

this alſo, that ſhe, like unto a choice and dainty Garden, was free not only from emi- 

nent Weeds, but richly furniſhed with all manner of fragrant Flowers and delicate 

Fruits, Or like the glorious Sun, not only free from ſpots, but tull of Light, 

_ All the Countrey knew her 3 as Boaz ſaid of R#th, all the City knew her to be a Vir- 

tuous woman. % | 

-—At her entrance into her laſt fickneſs (which was about a fortnights length) ſhe Her laſt tic 
conceived her Life to be but of a very ſhort continuance,and therefore prepared and come <> 

poſed her (elf for her diſſolution. Yet durſt ſhe not but make ufe of her Phyſitians, 

whoſe ſingular ability and fidelity ſhe had frequently experienced, having bcen raif- _ here 
ed up by them, when ſhe was: faln almoſt as low as the very Grave, And nov, mak 


had ſhe been recoverable, they (by Gods bleſſing) would have recovered her, But 
as he ſaith 3 


Non &t in Medico ſemper relevetur ut eger : 
Interdum Dotia plus valet Arte malum. 
Ovid.de Pont. 


_--The moſt able and learned Phyſfitians cannot keep Life when God calls for it. There 

is no Antidote againſt death: No doſes will. free. us from paying our laſt debt. Go 

we mult when our Life- Lord bids us come. The laſt words of this virtuous Lady were 3 

My God I come flying unto thee, Preſently after which, her Soul took ics flight from Her Death. 
hence, and ſhe quietly ſlept in the Lord in Auguſt, Anno Chriſti 1648. a 
_—— Such was her humility and modeſiy,that although in that Magnificent Monument Her Humility, 
which ſhe made for her Husband, Sir Thomas Lucy of Charlcet in Warwick:ſhire, ſte cauſed — 

her ſelf to be laid by himin her full proportion; yet would ſhe not fuffer her Epitaph — 

to bear any proportion with his :-She conceived the molt that could be ſaid of him was —— 

too little, and the leaſt that could be faid of her (elf was too much. —Unwilling ſhe — 

was to have any thing at all ſaid of her ſelf, But when that might not be, ſhe would by — 

no means allow of any more than this 3 Her obſervance of herdearceſt Husband while ſhe — 

enjoyed him 3 her remembrance of him by that Monument, when, the had. loſt him. — 

-Only one thing more was added, but full fore againft her will ; Namely, that her other — 

- > -+o one were forbidden by her exceſſive modeſty, to make their appearance in — 

that Marble, 

See her Funeral Sermon Preached by Mr. Thomas Dugard, Angaſt 17th, 1648. 
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The Life and Death of the Right Honourable, the 
Lady Mary Vere, 'who Died, Anno Domini 1671, 


His Noble Lady was born of high and Ancient Familics on both ſides. For 
by her Mothers fide ſhe -{pringed from the beſt Family of the Throgmortons, - 
and by the Fathers fide, thewas extracted from the Ancient family of the 
Tracies, at Todington in Glocefterſhire. 

_— She was the youngeſt of fiften Children, and was born May the eighteenth, Anno 
Chriſti 1581. being the three and tieth year of Qucen Elizebeth of bleſſed me- 
mory. Her Mother dicd three daygafter ſhe was born ; And her Father when ſhe was 
but cight years old. T 

_ Thus ſhe was ſoon left an Orphan '; But indeed, they only are Orphans, who have not 
an heavenly Father, So when her F ather, aud Mother thus forſo5k, ber, the Lord took ber up; 

_—And the experiences which ſhe hadall her life-long, of Gods moſt tender care over her, 

miniſtred occaſion to her to chuſe this for her Motto (which was found written 

by her in the Front of moſt of her Books in her Cloſet),God will provide. 
he took much delight in ſpeaking of one of her Anceſtors, as one of the great- 
eſt honours, to her Family, [William Tracy of Toddington, Eſquire] mentioned by Mr, 

Fox in his Martyrology | See the Story of it in my Engliſh Martyrology, p. 395.] who in 
the Reign of King Henry the eighth, tor the ſound profeſſion of his Faith, ſer down by 

him in his Laſt 1/il and Teſtament, was, two years after his Deceaſe, condemned to 
have his body taken up, and burnt, which Sentence was Executed accordingly. 
—This virtuous Lady was twice married : Firſt, to Mr. William Hobby, her firit Hufſ- 
bar:d, when ſhe was nineteen years old, and by him ſhc had two Sons, who were by hcr 
relgioufly educated, and the happy, and comfortable fruit of this her care ſhe reaped 
at thcir pious deaths (they going both of them, young to heaven, having lived long 

in 
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in a ſhort time) the younger died in the fourtecath year of his Ag2, an the Elder in 

his three and twenticth, who in his Lite was much admired for his parts, and as much 
beloved for his piety. 

_— Her ſecond Husband was Sir Horace Vere, afterwards Baron of Tilbzry, a Perſon —- 

' not to b=s namcd without forms Honorable Character, a Man whoſe Cuz Armour 
made more Renowned than his Coat of Arms, and whoſe Perſonal Atchievements 
in the held (cſpecially at the battel at New-port) ennobled more, than the high blood 

» derived from his Anceſtors, But his unſtained piety gave him the highelt Charzder L.beres Cl 

of all. By the other indeed , he purchaſed a Great Nzmz, like unto the Greze Men racer, 
that are in the Earth | 2 Sam. 2. 19. J But by this, he procurcd a Good Name. And — 
even Tacitus himſclt, ( the Romen Hiſtorian ) prefers the praiſe gotten by Goodneſs, — 
before that which is obcained by Greatneſs. And therefore ſpeaking ot a noble Roman, — 
he Gaith, that he was, inter claros potius, quam inter bonos cenſendis : Rather to be num=» 
bred amongſt the Famois, than among the good men. 
This noble Lord was one, that could as well wrelile with God, as fight with men, 
and may be thought to have gotten his Victories upon his knees in his Cloſet, before he 
drew his Sword in the Field, And when he had overcome his Enemies, he could over- 
come himſclt alſo, being, one of the humbleſt ſouls, in whom ſo much true worth lodged, 
that we have heard of, 

_. His good Lady uſed to fay, that ſhe honoured him for his valour, but moſt, for the 
grace of God which ſhined in him. And hence it was, that ſhe did Corxſcare radiis 
Mariti, ſhine by the Rays of her Husbands excellencies : But yet not only with theſe 3 for 
ſhe had rare, and radiant beams of her own, by which ſhe caſt the like honour upon 
him. So happily was this noble couple ſuited, as in the high extraction of both their 
Births, ſoalſo in the reſt of their accompliſhments, that they mutually illuſtrated cach 
the others honour. 

—But paſſing by all her Civil, and Secular Prerogatives, we will now preſent her in ſome 

of her ſpiritual excellencier. Theſe indeed are thofe that give an intrinfick value: to a 
perſon. For he that would take the true heigth of a man, muſt not meaſure him with 
the advantage ground he ſtands upon. _We may ſay of this gracious Lady, what Nehe- 
miab ſaid of a noble perſon in his time : She was a faithful woman, and feared God a- 
bove many, | Nebemiab 7.2,] Some there are ſo prodigiouſly wicked, and profligate, 
that they feem to have wedded the Vices of many others : But this good, and virtu- 
ous Lady may be faid to have colleed, and eſpouſed the excellencies of many Chriſti- 
ans. For in her might be ſeen theſe various Graces, which grow to an eminency, 
but ſeverally in others, met in her altogether in one knot or Noſegay, To inſtance in 
ſome few of them. 

_ Firſt, The Fear of the Great God was very great in ber : Wonderful tender ſhe was of of- + Her fear of 
fending him by any known ſin. She hath often been heard to ſay, and that very (6. ®* 
lemnly. Ob! I would not fin againſt my God, She profeſſed that ſhe dreaded Hell 
moſt, as a place wherein God was blaſpbemed, -O precious Saint! To dread Hells Sin, 
more than Hells Fire. 

Secondly, Her Zeal to the worſhip of God, was very eminent. Firſt tothe Publick : 2. Her Zcal. 
This was evidenced many ways. 

Firſt. By her great care and Zeal to get able, and faihtful Miniſters for thoſe Lj- 

vings whereot ſhe had the diſpoſal, and by her improving her utmoſt intereſt to procure "<2 
the like for the Pariſh whercin ſhe lived, in its {ſeveral vacancies. And herein the noble 
Patron, did molt kindly gratihie her by givinzpher the nomination, thereby deeply ob- 
liging, not only her Honour, but the whole Pariſh alſo; So that they which'lived in 
that place, enjoyed a Goſhen of Goſpel Light for a long ſeaſon together, and are able alſo 
fo tell, how comfortably ſhe ſpake torhem who preached the good Word of God among — 

them, which countenance, and real encouragement ſhe gave them in carrying on the — 

Lords work, without ſparing her Purſe to do it. 

_— Secondly. By her conltant attendance on the publick worſhip, ſo long as the Lord 
vouchſafed her health todo it: yea, ſhe did not only attend on it her ſelf, but took 
care that her Family ſhould do the like alſo : And they that would not ſerve God with 
her, were ao Servants for her, 

_——Thudly , She was not leſs devout, than conſtant at the publick, worſhip. _Shedurſt not Her holy walk- 
trifle with holy things, nor in holy duties, which gave occaſion to one to ſay of her; ing. 

_— Tbat the Lady Vcre by ber ſo!:mn, and reverend deportment in Divine Worſhip, would make 
MH h one 
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— one believe that there is a God indeed, And as for the Sacrament of the Lords Swpper, 

— which is ſo wofully negleEtcd by.croo many, her defires were eager, and ardent to per- 
take of it frequently : Saying, tht ſhe durſt not neglett, no not any one opportunity that 
was offered for the enjoying of this Sacred Ordinance, And Oh! How ſerious, and in- 
tent was ſhe in her preparation for it ? The whole preceding week , was taken up 
by her for that work in which week alſo (he would always have a private Falt 
kept for her Family, ora ſecret one in her Cloſet. Hereby ſhe declarcd, that (he 
meant to ftorm Heaven, and to take it by violence. 

Frivate Devo- ___ Secondly, For ber private Worſhip of God, Jet us follow her from the Church to her — 
mores --own Houſe, and we ſhall find that ſhe brought her Religion and Devotion home — 

— with her, and did not leave them in her Pue behind her,_till ſhe returned thither a- 

— gain the next Lords Day,_as too many do. For ſome there are that can Complement 

— Almighty God, before their Neighbours on the *Sabbaths, but care not to acquaint 

— themſclves with God at home allthe week after , -But if ever any private dwelling, 
might be called a Chappel, or little Santinary, Hers much more, -There you might 
and her, and her Family twice cvery day upon their knees , ſolemnly worſhiping the 
Great God : There you might ſee them humbly fitting, at his feet, to hear Gods moſt 

- Holy word read unto them : Concluding conttantly their Evening Service with one 
of Dawds Pſalms ;,what firangers ſoever were there preſent there was no putting 
by, or adjorning, the Service ot God to a more convenient time. 

Sabbaths _—On the Lords day, you might hear the Scrmons Preached in publick, repeated to — 

Santthee. the Family : The Servants called to give an account before her , of what cach of 
them remembred :_And the high praiſes of God ſounded forth by the whole Fa- 
mily joyntly, aud together, —-Alfo after Supper, you might hear the Servants in their — 
Room, cxerciling themſelves in the like Heavenly duty of ſinging Pjalms : And no -- 
ſooner did this good Lady hear them begin their Melody , but away ſhe would go - 
to joyn with them in that duty. 

— It you followed her up the Stairs, there you ſhould be ſure to find her, twice e- 
very day, ſhut up for ſome hours, in her Cloſet, (which was excellently furniſhed 

- with pious books of PraQtical Divinicy.) Here ſhe redeemed much precious time, in 
rcading the ſacred Scriptures, and other good books, that might give her further 
light into them, ard edihy her in her moſt holy Faith. Here ſhe pourcd out her 
devout Souk with ſuch fervour of Spirit in Prayer, as could not be hid (at leaſt 
ſometimes) from thoſe of her attendants, and Maidens, whoſe occafions, drew them 
at 2Ly time, neat unto her Cloſer door. And yet are we not atanend of this choiſe, 
and pious Ladics Devotions. - For every night the uſed her ſelf to pray with her + 

— Ya:idcns betorc the went to Bed, And now, is it any wonder, that ſhe grew (o rich 

- in Grace, whodrove {ogreat, and conſtant a Trade in the ufe of the means of Grace, 
and that had ſo many ways to bring her in Spiritual gains ? 

Love ro God: __ Thirdly, Her Love ts God, ( befide what hath been alrcady ſayd ) did many ways 
make it ſelf evident to be in a high degree in her, 

Fiſt, By her mournful complaint which#lhe\ frequently made , becauſe ſhe could 
Love God no better. The reaſon indeed Of which was, becauſe ſhe loved him fo 
much. : Therefore ſhe thought ſhe loved him fo little, becaule the knew that ſhe could 
rEvex love him enough. The truth is, ſhe had ſuch raiſcd apprehenſions of Gods glo- 
rious Excellency, as cauſed her to think her? highelt affections unworthy of him. For 
none indeed that have ſuch high apprehenfions of the Divine greatneſs, and goodneſs, 
can love him little, or think their Love, when higheſt, to be great. 

Secondly, By her vehement defires and longings that ſhe had to be gone hence, that 
ſhe might be with Chriſt, which ſhe accounted beſt of all. She was one of thoſe very 
tew Chriltians, which tiood in need of old Mr. Fobn Dods Uſe of Exhortation, which 
he would make to the' Saints in his Preaching 3-That they would be content, and pa- 
tient, tho they werenot taken up to Heaven fo ſoon as they defired. This Good Man 
(who was one of the moſt Heavenly Souls that this Age brought forth ) having lived 
to a great Age, aud finding that to do this was ſomething difhcult in himſclf, choughe 
thatit was ordinary with others to do the like :; Whereas ( God knows )-that moſt 
Chrillians, arc of a lower form in Chriſts School: Prone rather to linger too much 

here, than to be too hally of going hence.z, So that they rather need a Spur than a Bridle, 
and Minilicrs have more rcafon to take hold of them, with the ſtrongeſt Arguments 


they can jnycnt , and find out, to draw them from the Love of Life, and the —_ 
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(As .the-Ange!s drew Lot out of Sodom) than to perſwade them to bc willing to 
confinue here, | | 
But this gracious Lady knew, and enjoyed ſo much of Heaven, as mdde her ſtay here yeah detic-d 
below, tedious wito her. The earaclt option of her *Squl was, Come LorZ Feſirs, Come 
quickly. For (he found to her great,gricf, that her imperfe&t State'on'Exrch , made it 
impoſhible for her, to ſerve God here as ſhe would, and heartily detired'3 antl therctore 
did oft wondertully complain, that ſhe was unprofitable, and anſerviceablez and her 
deep ſcnſe of her unſerviceablencts Ceven whilſt others admired her ftuitfalne(s, anil 
= uſctulneſs) did ſti!l encrcafc her debires. to be, where all theſe intirmities and impcr- 
fcCtions would be pertetly cured, and where the knew her abilities ſhould pertectly cor- 
reſpond with the largeſt of herdefircs which ſhe had to ſcrye and glorific God, | 
Thirdly. By her. love to the Saints, 'who were born of God, and had his lively T- Love is the 
mage ſtampcd upon them. -And this ia Scripture is made one of the fairelt evidences 5% 
of our Love toGod. For every one that loveth the Father that begat, Inveth bim that is 
begotten, | 1 Joh. 5.1.] A man may love the Child, and yet not love his Father : Bur 
he cannot love him becauſe he is his Child, and becauſe he is like his Father, buc he mult 
needs love his Father. Yea, love him firlt and molt, becauſe his love to the Child fprings 
from his love to the Father. . 
_— This good, and gracious Lady ther, was doubtleſs a great Lover of God himſelf, be- 
” cauſe ſhe had ſo dear an affe&ion for his Children. | 
— She did not praiſe the dead Saints, and Perſccute the living. - She did not pretend — 
love to thoſe that lived far from her 3 but ſhewed kindne(s to thoſe that lived ncar her. 
-- She did not factiouſly love ſome of one Party, and reproach thoſe of anocher; Tn'a — 
: word, ſhe. did not love the Saints in an cquality with others, from a natural tender- 
- neſs, which diſpoſes ſome to be kind unto all, good and bad : Buther love was'a 
Cordial, ſpiritual, ſpecial, and uniform Love to them 3 where ever ſhe {aw any thing'of 
God, hcr Love was drawn out towards thera, and {he had the niv!t Love for 
thoſe, that diſcovered moſt of God in them. She loved them (© as 'to de- 
light in Converſe, and Communion with them 3 yea, and the chiefeſt of her Clarity 
was extended to them» 
As for thefaithful Miniſters of Chrift, whoſe Office and Function lifts them up a- Love to Mi 
bove privatc Chriſtians, few ever exceeded her, in loving and honouring of them: yea, _ 
—ſhe loved tirlt che Miniſtry, and then the Miniſters; protcfiing ſeriouſly, the great love, 
—and high eſt:cm ſhe had for them, was for their dear Maſtcrs fake, whoſe Ambaſſedvrs 
' they were: So that what was ſaid, concerning her worthy Son-in-Law, 'in Norfolk 
[ Sir Roger 7 awſend ], that for his love to the Uinitiry, he obtained the Title of being cal- 
Iced Delicie Cleri, The Minitcrs delight _ May be eruly given unto her. 
_ Fourthly, By her works of Charity, which were remarkable upon many accounts, 
-- Firſt, By the largneſs of her Charity : fo great indeed it was, that it may well be ye curry, 
admired, how this Trec ſhould not long ago have killed' it felt wich overbearing. The 
Trees in our Orchards yicld us Fruit but once a year ; And take fo lohg a time to rc- 
eover heart betorc they can bear again : But her Charity was as Fruit dropping, all 
the year long. _ Many ways it diffuſed it ſelf. _-She had mony tor the empty Purſz, 
— meat for the empty Belly ;, Medicaments for the Sick: Salves for the Wounded, or 
that had Sores. Abundance of good ſhe did this way in Town and Country. - She 
was not only liberal, bt deviſed liberal things. It her Servants knew of any that 
were in great nzcd, and did got acquaint her with itz when afterwards, by other 
ways ſhe came to hear of it, ſhe would be very angry with them tor it; It tell out 
that an honeſt poor Neighbour died, before ſhe knew of his fickneſs3 for which being 
troubled, ſhe asked her Servant that attended her, whether he had wanted in his lick- 
neſs? Adding ,-1 tell you I had rather part with my Gown from my back, zhan that the — 
vor ſhould want. 
Pr fort In the Prinz objects of her Charity : Shz did indeed caſt her Seed upon all 
forts of Ground, but eſpecially upon Gods encloſure. The Howſhold of Faithful had 
her fulleſt Handfvls, _To ſuch the never thought that ſhe gave enough. 
- —Thirdly. She was wonderful ſecret in what (he ge. For when the could do it, ſhe 
did not give her Charity as ſoin2 throw there mony into a Bakin at a Collection, ſo as \ 
that it might Ring again : bat it fell like Of into a Veſſel, without any noiſe. 
_—— Fourthly. We may take notic2 of her ſelf-denying ſpirit in all this. - She Cgood — 
Lady) was no Merit-monger, She never thought to purchaſe Land in Heaven, _ oY 
Hh 2 the 
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the money which ſhe gave on Earth. She was no Merchant to (cll her Charity, but a 
faithful Steward, acknowledging that what ſhe gave, was not her own, but her Lords 
Money. She was, notwithttanding all her Eharity, carried out to a naked Chrif, qe. 
firing to be found alone in him, and his righteouſneſs, as carneſtly as if (he had not done 
any one good work in all hcr Life. | 

Her Sincerity. __. Fifthly. By her Sincerity. This indeed was as her under Garment, which ſhe wore 
nearcſt to her, and which gave an excellency to all her other Graces. And truly, 
many notable Teltimonics there were to demonſirate the finglencſs and ſoundneſs of hcr 
heart. | , rd 
——As Firſt, The uniformity of her holy walking : Her Relizion was not like the drift ſnow, 
which lies thick in one place, and leaves the ground bare in another. The hypocrite 
hath always ſome ahel plot in his Converſation, that gives others fome jult cauſe 
to ſyulpe&t him. You may (with Herod) perſwade him to do many things: But can never, 
make him ( with S. Paul) willing in all things to live honeſtly. But this Pious Ladies Con- 
verſation, one part did admirably correſpond, and agree with another. An happy 
Symetry appeared in her whole courſe, both towards God and man, both abroad, and 
at kome 3 among her Domeſtick Relations, thoſe that lived conſtantly with her, who 
ſaw her (as we uſually ſay) hot, and cold; In her Night.cloths, as when dreſſed 
to £0 abroad. Surcly few have had an higher Teſtimony for Picty, from thoſe 

. that have lived near, and long with them, than ſhe hath from all that lived under 
hcr Root. 

_— Secondly, The great freedom which ſhe gave to her Friends in ſpeaking to her of 
what they ſaw amiſs in her. .-She uſed much to applaud that priviledge, and advan- 
tage of having a faithful Friend 3 _ſaying, that others might ſee more by us than we 
could by our ſelves : She alſo uſed to ſay, That it was a great mercy to be convinced of any 
in, 

tier Fauh Ft hirdly, Her Faith, which uſed then to be ſtrongeſt when death ſeemed to be 

% " " neareſt, Like that great Soldier we read of, who would tremble every joint of 

him, whilſt his Armour was puting on in his Tent, but was dauntleſs when he came 

to fight in the Ficld. And to a Captain in /reþand, who uſing to wear his Sword, if 

any, though but a Child handled it, he would fall a trembling, yet in a Battel, he would 

hight like a Lion. Somewhat morethana twelve month betore her death, ſhe fell ins 

to a long {wound, which continued about half an hour, without any ſenſible hopes of 

recovery : But as ſoon as ſhe came again toher ſelf; ſhe ſaid, I know that my Redeemer 

liveth, &c. And being conveyed to her Chamber, there again the ſaid : I know whom 

T have truſted ; -whercas an Hypocrites hope is compared to the gibing up of the Ghoſt , 

[ Job11.20.] And in this particular, is not unlike it. For as in a dying man his 

breath grows ſhorter. and ſhorter, till at laſt its quite puffed out 3 fo commonly the 

Hypocrites hope leſſeneth, as death groweth nearcr, and uſually cxpireth before the 
man himſelf dies. Impins dum ſpirat ſperat : Juſtus cum expirat ſperat, 

wr Humility, —Sixthly. Her Humility was rare, and fignal. This we may call her upper Garment, 

with which (be ſtrove to cover her other excellencies, though their beauty was ren- 

drcd the more conſpicuous and amiable, by caſting this Veil over them. Grace in- 

deed is like a precious ointment, whichthe cloſer its held in a mans hand, the more 

ſtrongly it ſends forth its ſweet Savour- O ! How meanly did ſhe think of her ſelf? 

She ſaw not how brightly her own Face did ſhine, whilſt others beheld, and admired 

it, Her frequent complaint "was, that ſhe was-uſeleſr, and unprofitable, and that ſhe 

did no good. She did never ſpeak of her perfeQions ; but frequently of her imper- 

feions, wants, weakneſs, and unworthineſs. | Yea, ſhe would often (ay, I abbor my ſelf: 

Indeed 1 do. _How cafic of acceſs, even for the meaneſt to come into her preſence ? 

— How affable, courteous, and lowly was her deportment to the pooreſt ? many times 

— When her very Servants had done a buſineſs well, which ſhe had ſet them about, ſhe 

would thank them for it. The Law of kindneſs was in her Tongue towhomlſocver ſhe 


ſpake. 
Mer laſt ſick. — But we are now come to her gracious behaviour in her laſt ſickneſs, wherein her 
neſs and pati- Pains were very ſtrong, but her patience were ſtronger. Never was ſhe heard to mut- 
ence. ter, or to utter any one repining word: But ſiill the juſtified God in all his Diſpen« 


ſations towards her, and dealings with her. Yea, more, ſhe was much in admiring, 
and blcſling God for his mercies, in her accuteſt pains, and greateſt Agonies. - How 
doth this bleſſed Soul now Carol forth the Praiſes of God in Heaven ? who could 

Sing 


% 
v 


Y: f he Lady Mary Vere, &c, 


— 
——{— — 


. , : | Emb:oiders Records with his Name ; 

Sing _ ſo {weetly y a « Honozerable, | Out-bids the narrow mouth of tame. : 
keep ner ncart 1n tune tor t dy Vere | Gumnaldiſplay thy Mazazine 

— She was not wholly fee from= Here thy whole Armonr may be ſcen 


if he had not contidered this p : | 
diſturbance at this time, whom 4 th OS _ on, 
and ny Kingiog or Serxne. k 6 Many a battel, now reccives 

to add more LZiroprer tO A er © 3 + WEE” 
which were oberved to be ſpoken pend ?| The Crown _ _—_— Captain givcs; 
hi Lea = To og 200 C3 1amre Vera F Anag. 

this world unto a better )) were: fv ” ps. 
praiſe my God ? Thus ſhe ended her life h. 7 Ents Be ib ys 
to be her conſtant, and endleſs work in th.}- | J 1 

to, - She thus bleſſedly dyed December 25th. :. Amtbony Withers 


of her age. 


In Obitum Nobilifſime, LeQifſimzque Heroine, + An Epicaph. 
Ducis FÞtatij Vere, Baronis de Tilbury, Viduz : \ *ket of this Jewel rare, 
Nobilitas tibj Vers fuit 5 Prodentia Vera 3 "ae Mere inter 
Vera tibi Pietar 3 & tibi Vers Fides. | _ CO 
Vers Dei cultrix fucras, & Vera Mariti "2 "4 
Dreque pitent, aderant omnia Vers tibi. 
Aceilerit tandem quod Mors tibi Vera, dolendum : wt 
Excepto hoc, de te fingula Vers javant. © WO 


Sinton Ford. Ng 


— Dr. Sib; Dedicated his Book which he calls Tbe Bruiſed Reed , Q@ Dead ail; 
Honourable, Sir Horatio Vere., Knight, Lord Vere of Tilbuty, and to his? h ariſe, 
ſort, the Lady Mezry Vere, whoſe Virtuous Life, atd Bleſſed Death , you 37 Bane 
ſcribed 3 And in his Epiſtle Dedicatory, he thus writes.  NnS” 

They that follow the Wars are generally taken to be men not molt Religious, 

Rara Fider, Pietaſque viris qui caſtra ſequanzur. F 

The more reſpe& therefore (faith he) do thoſe of that profcfiion deſerve that hat 
learned upon what terms to Live and Die 3 that are ſure of a better Life, before the, 
leave this, that have laid up their Lives in Chrift : Among whom ( Right Honour-" 
able ) the world hath Jong taken notice of you, in whom both' Religion and Mili- © 
tary imployment, meeknels of Spirit, with heigth of Courage , Humility with Ho- 
nor, by a rare and happy Combination have met together. Whereby you have much 
vindicated your profeſſion from the common imputation, and ſhewed that piety can 
enter into Tents, and follow after Camps, and that God hath his Foſfa's and Cor- 
neliz's in all Ages. , | 
- And CEle&t Lady ) I would not divide you from yaur Honourable Lord and 
Husband, both being one, as in other bands, ſo in that above nature, in hearty love 
to the belt things ; Both exemplary it. all Religious courſes: Both, in your places, 
having been imployed in great ſervices for the common good :_So'that, not only this, 
but forraign States, are bound to bleſs Gd for you both. Go an in theſe ways, an4 
you will hnd God making good his promiſe of honouring them that honour him, 


An Epitaph upon the Right Honourable, and Religiows, the Lay Vere 
IWife to the moſt Noble, and Valiant Lord Horatio Vere, Baror of Til- 
bury, who _ December the 25th. Anno Chriſti. 1671. In thenin- 
tieth year of her Age. | : 


SO this Marble ſtone doth lye [our age, or her Devotion, 
Wonder of Age, and Piety, Her piety made the world confeſs 
So Old, (#Good, 'twas hard to ſay Old age no bar to fruitfulneſs. 
Which ftriviog in her won the day, | Her age again ſo wonderous great, 
Or had moſt power to bow her down, | Proy'd piety ne*re out of date. 


well 


The Life and Death, N 


ﬀ — 


- — — _ 


Fer Faith, 


-- 


fin, 


__—}Thirdly.he Mark, in which ſhe faw 


the money which ſhe gave on Earth. She was no Mexc 


ah 


we ng 


faithful Steward, acknowledging that what ſhe gave, weaven, thoſe only we confeſs, 
Money. She was, notwithtianding all her Charity, ecalled Th? United Provinces, 


ſiring to be found alone in him, and his righteouſneſs 


any one good work in all hcr Life. 


Charles Derby, 


Her Sincerity, __. Fifthly. By her Sincerity. This indeed: was as” 


nearcſt to her, and which gave an excellency £7 the Death of the Right Honourable 


many notable Teſtimonics there were to demonf 


heart. 


Lady Mary Vere. 


——As Firſt, The uniformity of her boly walking | Hat Marble heart can chuſe but 


which lics thick in one yu and leaves t 


hath always ſome naked plot in his Con? 
to ſulpet him. You may (with Herod 
make him ( with S. Paul) willing in al 
verſation, -one paxt did admirab] d 
S 5 ymetry appeared in her wholug dy'd. 
at kome 3 among her Domes Cup, 
ſaw her (as we uſually /arank all up. 
to g0 abroad. S« with foot explore 


. that have..fcam, then venture o'rc» , 


her ReMdartyr, for a trial, firſt 


_— Sec hre his Finger thruſt, 


what pa pattern of the flame, | 
tage cloths his body with the ſames , 
could Spies in Canaans Land are ſent, 
w-the Countrigs cre they went. 


— 


neareſt, 1:'d Land, Incognita. 

him, while,  fheonly waKt to tell 

to hight, is that dhe lik*t it well, _ 
any, tkxtcader, if thou wondreſt at | 
fighs, wce days fleep 3. Remember that 
to .:c days to view the. Triple Heayen, 
1nc day in each Court ) makes Evens 
Zut, Kiader, when. thou think'ft upon 
Her third .days. ReſurreQion, 
Tf.ch* art amaz'd, wonder no more ; 


' Her - Saviour did ſo before. 


On ber dying juſt upon the day of Chri(ts 
"1 - --» Nativity. 
Long time ſhe ſleeping lay , but could 
not Dye = 
Until the day of Chriſts Nativity. 
No wonder then ſhe flept and flumbered 3 


It was becauſe the Bridegroom tarried, 
On ber Nobiliry. 


Noble her ſelf z more Noble, *cauſe ſo neer 

To the thrice Noble; ' and Victorious Vere, 

That Belgick Lion, whoſe loud fame did 
roar, C 

Heard from the German to the Britiſh ſhoar, 

Wis Trophies ſhe was Joyntur'd in (fo fay 

The Lawyers ) Wives ſhine by their Hyus- 
bands Kay. ' 

See theretore 'now,, how by his fide ſhe 
flands, 

Tryumphing *midſi the Grayes, thoſe Nee 
therlands, | 


drop a tear | 
Attheſad Funcral of the Lady Vere! 
Whoſe Death's a Publick loſs. Our S pring 
is dry p 
That many an Empty Cifterndid ſupply, 
God deck't her Heaven*born Soul wich 
Gems divine 
Of various luſtre , which did make her 
ſhine, 
That all that ſiood about ker ſaw the lights 
She made it day, even iu thedarkeſt night. 
Her bounteous hand, and truly noble heart 
Did noble gifts to multitudes impart, 
She was a flowing Spring, a Mine of Tre- 
ſure 5 


| To ſerve her Lord, and do good was her 


Pleaſure, 
Pattern of goodneſs, and a Pillar too : 
A tew ſuch lofics may the world undo. 


She gave her ſelf ro Chrift, with heart and 


might, 
And was with him in Spirit day and night. 


{ And when his Feſtival began on Eaith, 
But kept in Heaven with purcr Joy and 


Mirth, | 

_ longed to be there, which made her 
ing 

Her Nunc Dimittis, and her Soul took 
wing, 

To ting her Carol among, thoſe that are 

14 "Sp Temptation , fault , offence, or 
ar, 

But when arriv*d, no mortal can declazec 

What joys in Heaven 3 And what wel- 
COS ares 

For this devoted Saint whilſt here on Earth 

We mix fin with our Songs 3 tears with 
our mirth. 

She's gone , but never periſh ſhall her 
name, 

Her works abide to Eternize her Fame; 


ANAGRAM. 
Vere mits. 


Mirrour of bleflings ! For what Tongue 
can tell, | 
For Grace and Greatneſs wher's her Pa* 


rallcl ? 
Edward Thomas. 


On 


of the Lady Mary Vere, &c. 


On the Death of the Right Honozerable, 
and 1raly Religiow, the Lady Vere+ 


Mrie Vere 
Ever T arme. 
Tribute who can here pretend 
To pay, but he that hath to ſpend ? 
Whole Iadies of refined Ore, 
Ready to bring, out of his ſtore; 
Which aftera!l will prove to be, 
Too mean 3 yca, Bankrupt Beggary. 
See Name, Relation, State of grace 
Do marchia correſpondent pace, 
Daring all Enemics to withitand 
Her generous Soul, or Countermand 
Its reſolution ne*ce to yield, 
But Qiill co tigat, and win the field. 
Ever I arm, and ſodo wait 
My Captains Word, on foes deczit : 
Or when he Muſters up his ftrength, 
Hoping to vanquiſh me at length: 
Yer then I faint not, but being Arm'd 
Thro Grace I flood, and was not harm'd. 
Here, here's a She maintain'd the tight, 
Remaincd Conquerels in deſpite 
Ot al! his forces, till at laſt, 
Praiſes, and thanks were her repalt. 
ThusFaith, and Hope, and Patience , 
Tryumphant rode ith* Chariot hence. 
But how ſounds this, Ever I arm, 
Suitivga Lady once *ith* frm 
Of fuch 2 General, whoſe flory * 
Embalms vur Nations dying Gloxy 3 


Anag. 


——Beſides what is ſaid before of this Honourable Lady# ſome of her neer Relations have — 


: 
: 


| 


'In hallowed ground which 


| 


Emb:oiders Records with his Name, 
Out-bids the narrow mouth of tame. 
Gurnal diſplay thy Mazazine, 
Here thy whole Armonr may be (cen 
Bright and well us'd, well buckled on, 
A Curaſhier, who having won 
Many a battel, now reccives 
The Crown which her great Captain givcs: 
Maria Vere 4 
1amre Vera =P 
Famre Vera feror ſuper Aſtra, beata Triumph, 
Expetianſq, di ſpeſq> Fideſq, ſatur. 


Anthony Withers, 
An Epitaph. | 


He Casket of this Jewel rare, 
With deep Laments we herc inter 
yet grows 
proud, : 
Ot purer, Earth to be the ſhroud. 


And thou fair ſhrine, in whoſe cloſe womb, 
This holy Relick we intomb; 

Preferv'd with care, and vn it try 

What may be done by Chymiſtry. 


That when the Trump ſaith, Dead ariſe, 
Thou mai'lt ſend forth thy wealthy prize : 
Ev'ry particle well Calcin'd, 
And cv'ry Duſtdaubleretio'd. 


Richard Howlett. 


informed me that.every_ Friday night ſhe cauſed her Family to be Catechiſe4, and that — 
on Saturday in the Evenings, ſhe had folemn Preparatory Duties tor the $.2bh3% en- 


ſui 


: And that ſhe was in the ninety firlt year of her age when ſhe dycd« 
The L. Verts Motto was ,, Vero nil Verins. 
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 MAKATHERINE CLARKE 
F. H. Van Hou? Smulp- 


The Life and Death of Mrs. Katherine Clark 
who Died, Anno Domini 1675. 


Atherine Overton(for ſo was her VirgipName)was born at Bedworth in the Coun- 
ty of Warwick, four miles from Coventry, 'February the Twenty fifth, Anno 
Chriſti, 1602, of Godly, and Religious Parents. Her Father was Mr. V alei- 
tine Overton, ReQor of Bedworth, where he lived a conſtant,-aud painful 

Preacker of Gods Holy Word, till he was almoſt Eighty two years old. - Her Mother 

was Mrs. If. Overton, a gracious Woman, and an exccllent Huſwife, who took off the 

whole burden of Family affairs, both within, and without Doors from her Husband, 
that he might with the more freedom attend his Holy Calling, 

Our Katherine was, by theſe her Parents brought up Religiouſfly, and it pleaſed God 
betimes to plant the Seeds of Grace in her Heart, which firſt diſcovered themſelves, 

Farly working, when ſhe was about fifteen years Old: At which time God was plcaſcd to diſcover un- 

of Grace, to her the corruption of her nature, and ſome common miſcarriages which are incj- 

dent unto youth : And theſe made ſuch a deep impreflion upon her tenders years, that 
whereas ſhe was naturally of a chearful Sangxine Conſtitution, ſhe now became ſerious, 

Her Temptati- and ſomewhat Melancholy. Hereupon Satan, that Old Serpent, and Enemy to our 

ons and fup- Souls, aflaulted her with many, and various Temptations, whereby he ſought to quench 

po theſe Heavenly Sparks, to ſtifle this New Creature in its firſt Conception. But by 
frequent reading the facred Scriptures, diligent attending to the Word Preached, and 
ſecret Prayer, it pleaſed the All-wiſe God to ſupport, and ſtrengthen her againſt him, 
and all his Devices. Yetdid theſe conflicts continue the longer, becauſe ſhe had none 
to whom ſhe durſt unboſom her ſelf, and make her Caſe known, 

viore Troz- —- When ſhe was about ſeventeen years old, ſhe was by her Parents ſent to Sirel in 

dles. Northampten- ſhire to wait upon a young, Lady, that was ſomewhat Related to her. 


Her Educanon. 


Ye*- 
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-—— Yet this kind of life was fo tedious and irkſome to her, that at the en4 of Six 
Months ſhe prevailed with her Parents to ſen tor her home again. Hear the Nar-+ 
rative of it in her own Words as they were found Written in her Cabinct aiter her De- 
ceaſe, © When (faith ſhe) I was but young, my Father being at Prayers in his Fami- 
© ly, I many times found ſuch ſweetnels, and was (o aftected therewith, that I could 
* not but wiſh that my Heart might oftner b2 in ſuch a trame, But Childhoot, and 
* the Vanities thereof ſoon cooled theſe Heavenly Sparks» But my Father cauſcd me to 
* write Sermons, and to repeat the ſame As allo to learn Ms. Perkins his Catechiſm, 
* which I oft repeated to my ſelf when I was alone; And therein cfpccially I took no= 
*tice of thoſe places whercin he had ſet down the Sizns and Marks of a ſixong, and 
* weak Faith, being convinced in my Conſcience that without Faith I could not be fa. 
*ved 3 And that cvery Faith would not ſerve turn to bring mc to Heaven, 

-—> Hereupon I fell to Examination of my (clt, and though I could not} find che Marks 
*of a Strong, (through Gods Mercy) I found the marks of a true, though but weak 
* Faith, which was ſome Comfort, and ſupport to me. And that God which began 
* this good work in me, was pleaſed to quicken and ſtir mc upto a diligent uſe of ſuch 
* means as himſelf had ordained and appointed for the cncreaſe thereof : As hear- 
*Ing the Word Preached , Recciving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and uſe of 
*other private Duties. 

Put whenl was about ſeventeen years o14 my Parents ſcnt me to wait upon a young 

* Gentlewoman in Northamptonſhire, the only Daughter of Sir IV.IF, At which time 
© being ſent ſo far from my near and dear Relations, and meeting with ſome other dif- 
* couragements in the Family, through want of the means of Grace, which I formerly 
* enjoyed, I grew very Melancholy. 

——* 1 b:ganalſo to have great workings of Conſcience in me, and Satan.( chat deadly 
*Enemy to the health, and welfare ot our Souls, who like a Roaring Lion walks a> 
© bout continually fecking whom he may devour) took his advantage (through my Ig- 
*norance of his devices) to raiſe up fears, doubts, and terrors of Conſcience in me, by 
© xeaſon of my manifold Sins, and for walking ſo unworthy Gods Mercics whilſt I did 
© enjoy them, and for being lo unfruitful under the means of Grace, and fo unable to 
© obey God, and to keep his Commandments. 

_* And by rcaſon hereot I had no Peace, nor reſt in my Soul, Night nor Day, but was 
© perſwaded that all the threatnings contained in the Book of God againſt Wicked 
*and Ungodly men, did belong unto me, and were my Portion, as being once of them 
* againſt whom they were denounced 3 Infomuch as when I took up the Bible to read 
* therein, it was accompanied with much fear and trembling 3 Yet being convinced 
© that it was my Duty frequently to read Gods Word, 1 durſt not omit, or neg_- 
© lect it, 
+ Thus I continued a great while, bearing the burden of grievous Temptations, and 

inward Affitions of Conſcience, yet durſt 1 not open the wound, nor revca! my con- 
© dition to any, as thinking and judging, my condition and caſe to be like no Booics clic; 
© But God who is rich and infinite in Mercy, and Jeſus Chriſt, who bought his Elc&t at 
© ſo dear a rate, would not ſuffer any of his to be loſt, and theretore he was graciouſly 
© pleaſed to preſerve, ſirengthen, and upho)d me by his own power trom linking into 
© Hell through Deſpair, and trom running out of my Wits. 

—-£-Thus byreaſon of my continual grict and anguiſh of Heart Night and Day, I was 
©fo weakned and changed within the compaſs of theſe 11x Months, that when 1 came 
© home my Dear Parents they ſcarce knew me. 

—-Some years after her return, ſhe (for the moſt part) continued in her Fathers Family, 
where by a diligent and conſcientious uſe of the means, both publick and private, ſhe 
did thrive and grow in Grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt, as ſhe increafſ:d and grew in Days and Years 3 and therewith alto learncd and ex+ 
erciſed all parts of Huſwitry, which might fit her tor the Government of a Family, when 
God (hould call her thereunto. | 

-& February2, Anno Chrifti, 1625, Which was the ſame Day on which King Charles the 

firſt was Crowned, ſhe was, with the conſent of Parents on both ſides, married to Mr. 


— —U .... 


— = — s 


Her rcturn 
home. 


Her own 2. - 
cone ot her 
Convert:on. 


Her prow'h 1 


- Grace, 


Fer Marriag®. 


Sa.Clark, who at that time was Miniſter at Shotwick, four miles beyond Weſt-Cheſter, -* 


who looked upon this Match as the greateſt outward temporal Bleſhng, that cver God 
beliowed upon him 3_whereby he could experimentally ſay, That a Prudent Wife is the 
Gift of God F: And that in the enjoyment of her, he enjoyed more Mercies than he could 

Ii Wet! 
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Her Piety, 


Sabarhs 


Sant hed - 


Toripture, 
read. 


Sacrament 
preparation. 


' \ good ww fc, 


The Life and Death 


- 


well enumerate. _-But to deſcend fo particulars, and to take notice of ſatne of thoſe 
Virtues and Graces wherewith God had beautifhed, and adorned her Soul, 


_—— Firſt her Picty was ſignal and exemplary from her firſt Converſion to the Hour of 


her Death : Her life was not ſtained with any ſcandalous Sin, which might be a ble- 
miſh, either to her Perſon, Profdfſion, or Relations. —- She was a conltant, and di- 
ligcnt attender upon the publick Miniſtry of Gods Holy Word 3, And when ſhe lived 
where ſhe had the opportunity of, hearing LeEtures in the week day, ſhe made choics 
to att#&Fd upon thoſe who were molt plain, praQtical, and powerful Preachers, from 
whofe Sermons, and Gods bleiſing upon them, ſhe always ſucked ſome ſpiritual nou- 
riſhment and came home reteſhed from them. And when days of Humiliation , or 
Thankſgiving came, ſhe never failed to make one among Gods Pcop!c in the Cele- 
bration of them. 


—- The Lords Days ſhe carefully SanQtified, both in publick and in private riſing ear» 


lier upon them than upon other's, eſpecially when ſhe had many young, Children about 
hcr, that (o the might have opportunity, as well for ſecret, as for Family duties, before 
ſhe was called away to the publick. She was like unto Davids Door-keeper, One of 
the firſt in, and laſt out of Gods Houſe. Her conttant Getfture at Prayer was Knee- 
ling, thinking that (he could not be too humble before God. Her uſual manner was to 
wrice Sermons to prevent drowlineſs and diltractions, and to help Mcmory, whereof 
ſhe hath lett many Volumes, and her praftice was to make good ule of them, by fre- 
quent reading and Mecdirating upon them z,-And it at any time the was calt into ſuch 
Places, and Company as were a hinderance unto her ia the firict Sanditication of this 
Holy Day, it was a grief and burden to her, 


_—— Thcre was no Day that paſſed over her head (cxcept Sickneſs, or ſome other una« 


voydable neceſſity hindred_) wherein ſhe did not read ſome portions of the Sacred 
Scriptures, both in the Old, and New Teſtament, and of the Pſalms 3 and in Read- 
ing ſhe took ſpecial notice ot ſuch paſſages as moſt concerned her ſelf, She was frequent, 
and conſtant in Secret Prayer, and Meditation, She alſo read much in other good 
Books, eſpecially, in the works of thoſe Eminent, and excellent Divines, Mr. Am» 
broſe, and Mr. Reyncr:; And in reading ot them ſhe uſed to tranſcribe ſuch paſſages as 
moſt warmed her heart. | 


_—- She never neglc&ed any opportunity of receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supe 


per, and before ker coming to it, was very ſtrict, and ſerious in the Duty of Self-Ex- 
amination, and for her furtherance therein, at thoſe times ſhe read ſome of thoſe Books 
that treated vpon that ſubje&t. And the Fruits of her holineſs manitelted themſeves in 
the exerciſe of thoſe Graces which God required of her.- She was not a Wordy, but 
a Real Chriſtian ; A true Tſraelite, in whom was no guile. - Her endeavour was toyield 
univerſal , conſtant, cheerful, and fincere Obcdizrice to all Gods Commandments, 
and whercin ſhe tailed, and came ſhort, it was her grief , and Burden. - Her Medita- 
tions upon what ſhe heard and read were frequent : And her heart having indited z 
good matter, ber tongue was as the Pen of a ready Writer, taking opportunities to ſpeak to 
the Editication ot thoſe with whom ſhe converſed. 


——S$he filled every Relation with the Exerciſc of ſuch Graces, and Duties as were ſuit« 


able thereunto, knowing that where Relative duties are-negleCted, and not made Con+ 
ſcicrce of, there alſo our pretended Religion is in Vain. 

Firtt, Asa Wife : She was ſingular, and very Exemplary in that reverence and ©0- 
bedience which ſhe yeilded to her/ Husband, both in Words, and Deeds. __She never 
roſe from the Table, even when they werealone, but ſhe made courtche. -She never 
drank to him without bowing. _ His word was a Law unto her :, She often deny- 
ed her felt to gratifie him « And whenin her ſickneſs, and weaknefts he mentioned her 
Caſc in' particular unto God in his Prayers, the Duty being ended, ſhe would make 
him courtelie, and thank him. _In caſe of his abſence ſhe would pray with her Family 


— Morning. and Evening: The like ſhe would do in his preſence, in caſe of his Sickneſs, 


and inability to perform the Duty himſelf. _-Her Modeſiy, and Chaſtity were rare, and 
remarkablc : But fitter to be conceived by thoſe which know what belongs to them, 
than to be expreſſed in words, For there is a conjuga), as well as a Virginal, and Vi- 
dual Chaſtity, 


__ In Caſe of her Husbands Sickneſs, ſhe was a tender, diligent, and painful Nurſe a» 


bout him 3 Skilful, and careful in making him Broths, and what elſe was ncedful for 
him, If at any time ſhe faw him in patſion, with ſweet and gentle words (he would 
£4 mollihe 
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mollifie and moderate it, She was often a Spur, but never a Bridle to him in thoſe things 

which were good, | 4 

She was always well pleaſed with ſuch Habitations, as ( in their many removes ) 
he provided for her, And with fuch Apparel, and Diet as his means ( which was -— 
ſometimes ſhort J) "would allow. _-She never grutched, nor grumblcd at any of thoſe —— 
Diſpenſations which Gods All-wiſe Providence carved out unto them. 

——Secondly, As a Mother to her Children (whereof God gave her nine, four Sons, As a Mother. 
and hye Daughters) ſhe nouriſhed them all with her own brealtsz was very handy — 
and handſome about them in their minority 3 Kept them ſweet and cleanly; In neat — 
and modeſt -Habits z Knew how to order them both in Health and Sickncſs,_-She —- 
loved them dearly without fondneſs 3 Was careful to' give them Nurtureas well as — 
Nouriſhment, not ſparing the Rod when there was juſt o«cafion.-_ Andas ſoon as they — 

- were capable, ſhe was vigilant and diligent to ſeaſon their tender years with Grace and 
Vertuc, by inſtilling into them the firlt grounds, and Principles of Religion 3 And as 
they grew up, ſhe did more freely diſcover her tender Aﬀettions to them, by Inttrudti- 
on, advice, and good Counſel as there was occaſion > And whea they were diſpoſed 
of abroad, by her gracious letters, and hearty Inſirut:ons at their meetings, ſhe 1a- 

. boured to build them up in grace and godlineſs : And God was pleaſed to let her (cc 
(to her great Joy and Comtort ) the truit of her Prayers, and pains in keeping them 
fxom ſcandalous Courſes in theſe corrupt times, and in working Grace in mot ot their 
Hearts, When they were married, and had Children, ſhe was frequently making one 
thing or other for them. | W 

——Thirdly, As a Miſireſs toher Maids: She was careful (fo far as ſhe could ) to'bring 454 Miſtreſ.. 
ſuch as were Religious, at leaſt, ſeemingly, into her Family 3 And having occalion to — 
be much in their Company, ſhe would take all occations, and opportunities to mani- 
feſt her love and care of their Souls, by frequent dropping in good Counſel and — 
wholeſome Inſtructions 3 By Chatechiſing 3 Enquiring what they remembred of the — 
Sermons they heard 3 Reading her Notes to themz Encouraging them in what was — 
good, and with the Spirit of- meckneſs blaming them for what. was evil. And for - 
Huſwifery, and Houſhold Afﬀairs, ſhe inſtructed their Ignorance; commended and in- 
couraged what they did well, and her ſelf (being of an ative, and ſtirring difpoliti- 

.on, and having her hand in moſt bulineſles) ſet them a Pattern, and gave them an 
Example how to order the ſame. She was careful fo far as poflibly the could) to 
prevent all ſpoil, and to ſee that they did not cat the Bread of Idlene(s. 

__— Towards her friends, and her own, and her Husbands Relations ſhe was courteous Asa Friend. 
and amiable in her deportment, free and hearty in their entertainment. She would — 
have plenty without want, and competency without ſuperfluity 3 And all fo neatly and — 
well ordered,that none which came to her Table (whereut ſome were Perſons of Honor — 
and Quality ) but Commended her Cookery, and were well pleaſed with their en- 
ecrtainment. 

—— In her Houſhold Furniture ſhe loved not to want,/ nor defited more than was need- Her Houſ-wif- 
ful. It was, though not coſtly, yet cleanly, and ſhe was trequent in repairing and © 
mending decays, and what wasamiſs, both in Linnens, and Woollens. 

_ —- For her Apparel, ſhe wasnever willing to have that which was coſtly for the mat- Her Habit, 

ter, or gairiſh tor the manner: Rather under than above her Rank. For the Faſhion 
of it, was grave and Exemplary, without Newfangledneſs and Levity. She follow- 
ed, Peters directions which he gave to Chriſtian Women in his time | « Pet. 3.3 &c.] 
whoſe adorning, let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting their Hair, and of wearing 
of Gold, or of putting on of Apparel, But let it be the hidden man of the Heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the Ornament of a meek, and quiet Spirit, which irin the ſight of 
God of great price. For after this manner in old time, the holy Women who truſted in God 
adorned themſelves being in ſubjeion unto their own Hugbands. 

_ And whatſoever Apparel ſhe had, ſhe was caretul to keep it from ſtains, and rends, — 
and ſo ſoon as any thing was amils, preſently toamend it, infomuch as ſhe made it laſt — 
long, and yet it was always whole and neat-_-All her own, and Husbands linnens, — 
ſhe made her ſelf, and much of her other Apparel : Andat leifure times the imploy- 
ed her (elf in knitting Stockings for her (elf and Grand Children 3 and was as care- 
ful, and handy in mending her Husbands Cloaths, as her own. | 

—— She was very Charitable to the Poor where ever ſhe lived, according to that Eſtate Her Charity, 
wherewith God had entruſted her. -She was ready to relieve ſuch as were Objcts of 

Ti 2 Charity, 
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Her Sympathy. 


Her Love to 
God and Man 


Her Paticnce. 


Her aumabic- 
ncſs. 


AfﬀMictions (an- 
<fhed. 


Her Eumility, _ 


—. 


————— 


Charity, with Meat, or Drink, and to lend them Mony, and to miniſter ſome Phi. 
fical things (whereof her Cloſet was never empty) according as their neceſſities re- 


quired, 


— She ha 


da very melting Heart, and truly Sympathized with the Church and People 


of God, whether at home or abroad, in all their ſufferings, and rejoyced in their Pro« 
ſperity,_-She was much affected with, and afflicted for that great loſs which the Church 
of Chriſt had, when ſo manyable, Godly, faithful, and painful Miniſters were eje&+ 


&d 3 not thruſt forth into, but thruſt out from labouri 
her Husband, and two Sons were co-ſufferers, to the lo 
_—the loſs of their Liberty lay nearer to her Heart, and was a far greater Grief to her 

than the outward wants they were expaſcd to, 
- Her Humility was not inferior to her other Graces, $ 
ſtcem of her ſclf, and was ready to 
ill whcn her inferiors were ſet above 


prefer one another. 


"g in Gods Harveſt ; whereſt 
of their livelihoods 3 yet 


he had always a very low e- 


fer others before her ſelf, and would not take it 
3 She well remembred the Apolile Peters charge, 
All of you be ſubjeti one to another, and be cloathed with Humility. For God refiteth the 
Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humble. And that of S. Paa!, Rom. 12. 10, In banour 


— Her Love toGod, to his Ordinances, and to his Children was hearty, and with» 
out Diffimulation. She abborred that which was evil, and clave to that which was 

She was of (© ſweet and meek a diſpoſition that the never uſed to ſpeak evil of any, buc 
was ever prone to forgive and forget wrongs. 


Her Prudence. _ She was very prudent in managing 


her Houſhold affairs to the beſt advantage. _ She _ 
_— would have divers Diſhes of Meat with little coſt; yet fo drefſed and ordered as made — 
—them geatefuland pleaſing unto all : When they were alone, ſhe had ſuch variety of — 


Diſhcs and Dreſſes as prevented nauſcouſneſs. -She was careful toſce that nothing was — 
loft or ſpoiled. _-By her wiſe and frugal managing her Houſhold, though her Husband — 


had never much coming in, yet at the years end he could always ſave ſomethi 


ng: So — 


that her price to him was far above Rabies : His Heart truſted in ber. For the did bimgrod, 
and not evil all the Days of ber Life, Prov 31.10,11,12. 


fer Ativity. _—In her Younger Days ſhe was healthful; Of a cheerful and ative Spirit, and ab- 


horring Idlenefs She would have her Hand in every buſineſs. In her Old Age, though 
ſhe was crazie, yet whilſt ſhe could ſtand, ſhe would be about one kind of work or os 
ther. She bore her weakneſs and Aﬀfiictions with much Patience and holy ſubmiſſion 
to the will and good pleaſure of Godz ſhe was fo uniform in the frame of her Spirit, 
and ſo maintained her Peace with God through her Holy and humble walking, that 
when Dcath, many times in her ſickneſs, threatned to ſeize upon her, She feared 
it not, as knowing that it would be gain and advantage to her : Concerning which 


hear what ſhe her ſelf left in writing which was found after her Deceaſe, 
__ D£ In my youngerDays(faith the) my ſpiritual Afictions, and inward troubles con- 


*tinued long before I could attain to any aſſurance of my Salvation : But of late years 
<it hath pleaſed God of his infinite Mercy, and Free Grace to give me more Aﬀfurance 
© of his unchangeable Love to me through Faith in his Rich and free Promiſes of Life, 
© and Salvation, through Feſus Chrift, who is pretious to my Soul, and who is the Au= 
« thor and finiſher of my Faith 3 God bleſſed for evermore : To whom be Praiſe and 


© Glory World without end Amen. 


— In her converſe with her Friends She 


Tongue 


all, and burdenſom, or undervalued by none. 


ber Month with Wiſdom, and in ber 


was the Law of Kindneſs ( Prov.3 1.26. ) which made her Company grateful unto 
___— Divers years betorc her Death, upon catching Cold, ſhe had many fits of ſickneſs, and 


weakneſs, and ſome of them were ſq violent, as brought her near unto Death ; Yet. the 
Lord had mercy upon her Husband and Family in raifing her up again almoſt beyond 
hopes, and expeCtation : And ſhe was always a Gainer by her Afiictions, God mak- 


ing good that Promiſe to her, Rom.8.28. All things ſhall work, togetber for 
7 love God, To them who are Called S 


walked more humbly, holily, traitfully, 
ticular Calling, as one that waited' daily for the appearing of her Lord, and Maſter, 
The Winter before her Death, ſhe enjoyed better Health than ſhe had done for ſome 


Winters before, 

__--May the 25th. Anno Chriſti, 1675, Some Friends came from London to dine with 

her, and that morning (according to her uſual cuſtom in ſuch Caſes) She was 
; -_ 


accooding 10 the purpoſe. 
_ faichtully, 


good to them 
For after thoſe hts ſhe 


both in her General, and par- 


CATrC - 
ful, 
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ful, and buſie in providing for their kind entertainment :_But it pleaſed God whilſt Her laſt ſick- 
they were at Dinner to ſirike her with a kind of Shivering, which madeher look — _— 
ler than ordinary, and after Dinner her Diſtemper continved, ſo that ſhe was ſoon con- 
fined to her Chamber, and not long after, for the moſt part to her Bed._ But herein — 
God ſhewed her great mercy, and had reſpe& to her weakneſs, in that, during all 
the time of her languiſhing ſhe was free from Sickneſs, and pain, only ſometimes ſhe 
was troubled with ſome Stiches, which yet were tolerable, not violent : She was alſo 
troubled with ſome Vapours which made her Breath very ſhort 3 Yet had ſhe a pretty 
Stomach, and ſhe reliſhed ker Food well till about two Days before her Death 3 Gods Mer-y, 
But then, though ſhe did eat, yet ſhe found lirtle taſt in her Meat. Her ſleep was pret- 
ty good, and always very quiet. She was never ill cicher aftcr Food or Sleep. Only 
two Days before ker Departure the Nept little, by reaſon of the continual ratling of 
Flegm in her Throat, when ſhe wanted ſtrength to expeRorate it. - 
——As for the State of her Soul during all the time ot her fickneſs, the enjoyed con- 
ſtant Peace and Serenity, and had (through Gods Mercy) much Joy, and Pcace, by 
believing 3 Satan (that Roaring Lion) who uſes to be moſt firong when we are mott 
weak being ſo chained up by God, that he had no power to molett her. She often 
cryed out Hold out faith and patience; She told her nearcit Relation, when ſhe ſaw him 
mourning over her, that (he was going to be joyned to a Better Husband. 
—— Her youngeſt Son, taking his leave of her the Day before her Death, ſhe gave him 
much Heavenly Counſd for the good of his Soul, and Blefſed him, and all his, as ſhe 
did the reſtof her Children and Grand-Children, _ She carncſily debred to be Diſſolved, 
and breathed after a fuller enjoyment of Jeſus Chrift, which ſhe accounted beſt of all: 
She would ſometimes fay, that it wat & bard thing to die: And this is a bard work. a 
Her Underſtanding, Memory, and Speech continued till within two Minutes ot Deaths 2 
And a little before, her Daughter ſpeaking to her of eſis Chriſt, She replyed, My God 
and my Lord : And fo June the 21, about five a Clock in the morning, She fell aſleep, 
exchanging this Life for a Better, without any alteration in het Countenance, but on- 
ly that her colour was gone. She cloſed up her Eyes herſelf, as who ſhould fay, It is 
but winking, and I ſhall be in Heaven, She changed ber place, but not ber Company. 
She-fickned May the $5tb: Anno Chriſts, 1 675. She concluded her Days Fane the Twen= 
ty Firlt, being Mznday, about five a Clock in the Morning 3 when having ended her laſt 
Sabbath upon Earth, ſhe began toCelebrate/ an Everlalting Sabbath in Heaven. She 
was Aged Seventy three years and about four Months, and had been married almoſt Fif- 
ty years. C..! 
"Su did this Holy Woman wear out, not ruſt out: Burn out, was not blown out : — 
Yea, ſhe flamed, not ſmothered out, ſhe ſerved God in her Generation, and then reti= 
red into that Place where is Health without Sickneſs: Day without Night: Plenty withe 
out Famine : Riches without Poverty : Mirth without Mourning: Singing without figh- 
ing : Life without Death : And thefe, with infinite more toall Eteraity. There is un- 
ſpotted Chaſtity :. Unſtained Honor : Unparalleld Beauty. There is the Tree of Life in 
the midft of this Paradiſe. There is the River that waters the Garden : There is the Vine 
flouriſhing, and the Pomegranate budding : There is the Banqueting Houſe where are 
all thoſe Delicacies, and Rarities wherewith God himſelf isdelighted. There ſhall the 
Saints be adorned, as a Bride, with rare Pearls, and ſparkling Diamonds of Glory, A 
Glory fitter to be Believed, than poſſible to beDiſcourſed, An Exceeding, Exceſſive, E- 
ternel weight of Glory (2 Cor. 4.17.) Even ſuch a weight, as it the Body were not upheld 
by the Power of God, it were impoflible but that it ſhould faint under it : as an emi- 
nent Divine ſpeaketh., _ | | 
___After Mrs.Clarkes Deccaſc,there was found in her Cabinet a Paper, which by frequent promices ts 
uſing; was almoſt worn out... It contained a ColleQion of theſe ſeveral Texts of ſtrengthen het 
Scripture which he had recourſe unto in times of Temptation, or Deſertion. Faith, 
_— Who's among you that fearcth the Lord : That obeyeth the Yoice of his Servant : 
That walketh in darkneſs and hath no Light : Let him truſt in the Name of the Lord 
and ſtay upon his God, 1/2 50.10. . | 
For the Name of the Lord is aſtrong Tower 3 The Righteous run unto it, and are 
ſafe, Prov.18.10. i = | 
Thou wilt keep him in perfe& peace, whoſe Mind is ſtayed on thee, becauſe he truſterth 
on thee, 1/4.26.3- | : h 
Bleſſ:d is th: Man that maketh the Lord his truſt,P/2.40.4. | & FE 
eſſe 
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Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord imputeth not Sin, Pſa.32-2. 

Though our hearts may fail us, and our fleſh fail us, yet God will never fail us, 
Pſa.73.26. | 

For he hath ſaid. I wilt never cave thee nor forfake thee, Hcb.13.5. 

And again: Iwill be a Fatherunto you, and'ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, 
faith the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor.6.18. | 

I,.cven Iam he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, and will not 
remember thy Sins, 1ſa.44.25. 

My Grace is ſufficient for thee : For my ſtrength: is made perte& in weakneſs, 2 Cor. 
I2. 9s | 

By Grace you are ſaved through Faith, and.thatnot of you (elves, Eph.2.8. 

I give unto them Eternal Life, and they (hall not periſh, neither ſhall any man pluck 
them out of my Hand, Job 10, 28, 

Who are kept by the Power of God, through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet, 1.5. 

The foundation of God ftandeth ſure, having this Seal 3 The Lord knoweth who 
are his, 2 Tim.2.19. 

There is thereiore now no condemnation to them which are in Chriſt Feſws, who 
walk not after the Felſh, but after the Spirit, Rom.s.1, 

Chriſt is the «nd of the Law for Rightcouſneſs to every one that believeth, Rom, 
4-10, 

It is God that juſtifeth 3 whois he that condemneth ? Rom.8.33,34- 

The promiſe is to you, and to your Children, and toall that aze atar off 3 Even as 
many as the Lord our God ſhall call, Ai.2.39. 

The Gitts, and Calling of God are without Repentance, Rom.11.29. 

-— Theſc Texts of Scripture having been as ſo many Cordials unto her in Times of 
/Temptation, it is hoped that they may prove ſo to others, and therefore for their takes 
they arc here ſet down. - And hereby it appears that ſhe was not without ſome ſhakings, 
but through Gods Mercy, they were ſuchas made her root the faſter : And ' by her pru- 
dent, and ſeaſonable holding forth the Shield of Faith, and the Sword ot the Spirit, 

» ſhe became moze than a Conqueror, through him that had loved her. | 

— In another little Book, which was found after her Death, ſhe gives this account of 
her ſelf and of Gods gracious dealing with her. 

Her Conver- © From the beginning (rites ſhe) of Gods ſhewing me Mercy in my Converſion. 

ſion, I here ſet down Gods gracious dealings with me, not for mine own Praiſc, but for 
the Glory of Cod, and to ſtir up my Heart unto true Thanktulneſs for ſuch invaluable 
Mercics. And then ſhe ſet down the time, manner, and means of her Converſion : 
And afterwards proceeds thus. 

—IVhat have been my Experiences of Gods gracious dealings with me at ſeveral times under 
Afflitions : As 
—* Firſt when Perſonal AfMictions have lain upon me, in regard of Bodily Sickneſs or 


© Spiritual Diſtempers. 
© Secondly. Or, Family AfMictions, when God hath taken away my dear Chil- 
©dren. 


* Thirdly: Or, when I have been under fears that God would take away my dear Huſo 
© band, by ſome dangerous ſickneſs which he lay under. 

© Fourthly, Or when I have been under great fears in the time of ous Civil 
* Wars. 

*Fitthly, Or whey Ihave been under ſpiritual Deſertion, by Gods hiding his Face, 
© and Favourfrom me. Or by reaſon of weakneſs. and wants in Grace: Or by reaſon 
*of firong, and prevailing Corruptions. Or by reaſon of Satans Temptations : Inall — 
* which Caſes ſhe left a memorial of Gods gracious diſpenſations towards her. I ſhall ſet - 
© down only a few of them. 

—<It pleaſed God (faith ſhe) for many years, to keep me {for the moſt part) ina ſad 
* and diſconſolate Eſtate, and condition, not cleerly Evidencing the certain Aﬀurance 
*of his Love to my Sovl : So that many times I queſtioned whether I was a Child of 
* God or no: WhetherI had part in Chriſt Feſw or no: Whether I ſhould ever attain 
*toLife and Salvationorno: And this made me walk with a drooping, and diſconſo» 

* late "Spirit, ſo that I could take no true comfort in any thing : But though heavineſs 
* endured for a Night, Tet joy came in the Morning, when the Lord cauſed the Light of his 
* Countenance to ſhine upon me, which was better than Lite; 

*If 
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-— It pleaſed God upon the Death of my youngeſt Child, chat it lay very herwy up* 
* on my Spirit, infomuch asI was brought ott upoa my Knees to bog (upport from 
* God and to crave his Grace and affiftance that I might not break out to {p2ak, or act 
© any thing whereby Gods Name might be dithonoured, or the Goſpcl diſcredited : 
© And that he would be pleaſed to make up this outward loſs, with ſome more du- 
© rablc, and ſpiritual Comforts, And I found a feafonable, gracious, and ſpeedy an- 
© (wer to theſe my Requetts. For though I lay long under the burden of that loſs, yec 
* in this time did the Lord ſweetly manifeſt his ſpecial Love tomy Soul, affuring me 
* that he was my gracious and reconciled Fathcr in Chritt z wacreby my Love to him 
* was much encreaſed, and even inflamed 3 fo that, by his Grace, it wrought in me 
* more diligence, and carefulneſs to maintain and preſerve theſe Evidences of his Love. 
*and to yield a holy ſubmiſſion unto his Will, as well in ſafferinz, as in doing : As 
* alſo by avoiding whatſocver might provoke him to withdraw the Evidences of 
© his Love from me, without the fenſe whereot I could take little or no comfort in 
© any thing, 

— And turthermore, I bleſs God for it, and ſpeak it to the praiſe, and glory of his 
* rich and free Grace, my Praycrs, and carneſt delires have been anſwered, by Gods giv- 
* ing me comtortable Aﬀfurance, both from the Teſtimony of his holy word, and 
© the witneſs of his Bleſſed Spirit, of my Eternal, and Everlaſting Salvation in, and 
* by Jeſus Chrift, Yet have | not been without fears, and doubtings many times, 
* through want of looking over my Evidences, or by neg'e&ing to keep a narrow 
* watch over my heart : Or from weakneſs oft my Faith, and all through my own 
© default and negligence» The Lord pardon it, and make me more circumſp< tor the 
© time to come. 

— By all theſe I have gained this Experience, 

—- Firſt: That God is true and faithtul in making good all his Promiſes Rafonably 
© unto u*: As, Thatall things ſhall work together for our Good. And that God will 
© nevcr fail us, nor forſake us &c. 

—-* Secondly : That it is not in vain to wait upon God, and to ſeek unto him in our 
* ſtraits, who is more ready to hear than we are to ask. 

* Thirdly : That I defireto ſee: Yea, and the Lord hath ſhewed me the vanity, and 

* incertainty of the molt ſatisfying Comforts that this world can afford. and what an 
* emptincG there is in them, that (o I may, and I defire fo to do, keep weaned affecti - 
* ons towards them and to fit looſe from them, that Imay be ready to part with them, 
© when God calls them from me, or-me from them, 

—— Again in regard of Bodily wcakneſs and lickneſs, my Fxperiences have been theſe, 

_ *Firſt : That as a broken Shoulder can bear no burden; fo the lealt Dittemper , 
* when the hcart is not inan holy frame and ternyer is a burden inſupportable. If God 
« hides his Face from us, and withdraws the Evidences of his Love, and denies to af- 
«© fitt us by his tir.ngrh, we canneither do, nur ſuffer any thing- And on the Con- 
© trary, I found by Experience, that I could with. much cheerfulneſs , holy {ubmyſſion 
- and willingn: fs, bear great Diſteinper*, when I enjoyed the favour of God in them: 
* So that then I could readily ſay, Good is the work ot the Lord/as well as is his Word. 
* And, 1 will bear the Indignation of the Lord becauſe Thave finned againſt him, Mich. 7. 
* 9. And, Though be flay me, yet will I traft in him, Fob. 13.15» 

_—£ Secondly, } tound by expetience alſo, that by my pains and fickneſs Iwas the bet» 
* terable to Sympathize with, and to pity and pray for others in the like caſe. 

© Thirdly, Hercby Llearned the more to ptize Health : And that : Firſt, Becauſe in 
© Healrh we have liberty, and opportunity to enjoy the Publick Ordinances with 0+ 
© thers of Gods People, whereby the Graces of Gods people are quickned, ſtrengthen- 
© ed, and cncreaſed in us, which otherwiſe (by reaſon of our corrupt natures) are apt 
* to grow cold and langyuilh, as will our bodics when they wait food, 

—* Secondly, Becauſe in health we injoy the benefit and the comfart of ſweet , and 
* quiet flcep, which much refreſhes and cheers, and which commonly we want in fick- 
© nefs« 

-< Thirdly, Becauſe in Health we find ſweet ſatisfying comfort it the uſe of Gods good 
© Creatures, whereas in ſickneſs the daintieft food is lothſome and troubleſome. The 
© confideration of theſe things made me the more to prize Health 3 To be very thank - 
© fulfor it, and the more carctul to imploy, and improve Health and ſtrength, to Gods 
© glory, and the furtheranceot mine own ſalvation. 
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-—— ln regard of Publick Dangers I have had a great deal of Experience of Gods good 


ncfs towards me and mine ſeveral ways , and at fcycral times. For 
— Firſt, When in the beginning of our Civil Wars and diſtraftions I was ſometimes 
© overwhelmed with baſe and dittruſiful fears, occationed by my not acting faith upon 
© the promiſes, and not remembring my former Experiences, nor conſidering, Gods love, 

* power, and fidclity to his Children, in performing his ſo many gracious promiſes, 
© made unto them in all cltates, and conditions, and to me among the reſt : Hereupon I 
© reſolved, by Gods grace ard aſſiſtance not to give way to this diliruft and diffdence, 
© praying God to aflilt me therein, and found more courage than formerly, fo far as I 
© know minc own Heart ( though truly the Heart is very deccittul, as I have fourd by 
© ſad experience |) The Lord teach and enable me torely upon him with more courage 
© and conſtancy, and more to live by faith upon his promiſes than formerly I have 
*done. | 

__— Indeed I have been apt to fall intonew fears upon approachinz dangers ' Yet upon 
© ſucceſſes, and glorious deliverances, I have oft reſolved never to diſtruſt God again, 
© and yet my naughty heart hath deceived me, and made me ready to faint. But this I 
© found by Experience, to the praiſe of my Gods free grace, that as troubles have abonn- 
© dcd, my conſolations have much more abounded, For God brought ſcafonably into 

© my mind many pretious promiſes, which were as fo many ſweet Cordials, which much 
© ſupported and comforted my hcart, and upheld my Spirit, when alſo new ſtorms have 
© ariſen, and unexpected deliverances have tollowed, I have, and do reſolve, by Gods 

« grace, not to diſtruſt him any more. Yea, though more and greater dangers ſhall a- 
© riſe, yet will I truſt in, and = my felt upon him, though (as Job ſaid ) he ſhould 

© ſlay me. The good Lordeſtabliſh\my heart in this good and holy reloJution, who is 

© ableto keep us to the end, and hath promiſed that he will preſerve us bybis power, through 
© Faith to the Salvation of cir Souls. 

_.- In regard of Satans Temptationsz Eſpecially concerning my coming to the Sacra- 

ment ot the Lords Supper, my Experiences have been theſe, 

_. Finding often that 1 was very unabletohit and prepare my ſelf for a comfortable ap- 
© proach to that Sacred Ordinance, I uſed to dcfire the Prayers of the Congregation un- 
©to God in my bchalf, andI uſed the beſt endeayoursTcould in private, as God ena» 
© bled me, though I came far ſhort'of what was required, and of whatT defircd : So that 
© 1 did truſt, and hope, through Gbds mercy, to hnd a comfortable day of it, and to have 
© it a Sealing Ordinance to my Soul, But on the contrary, I found much deadneſs, 
© and little ſpiritual taſt, reliſh, and comfort in the uſe of it : So that my ſpirit was oft 
© much troubled, and caſt down in me 3 fearing leſt I had ſome ſecret fin undiſcovered, 
© and unrepented of, which cauſed the Lord thus to hide his face from me, 

© But then my gracious God brought this into my mind, that the Lord doth ſomc- 
© times affli& us for the exerciſe, and improvement of our graces, as well as to humble 
© us for our fins. I alſo conſidered, that as the Lord doth tender great Merciesto us in 
© this Sacrament, renewing his Covenant of grace, and ſealing unto us the Pardon of 
© our fins in the hlood of Chriſt : | So he gives us leave to engage our ſelves ( by renew- 
ing our Covenant with him ) to believcin him, and to truſt upon Chrift tor Life and 
Salvation : And it pleaſed God to give me faith to apply this in particular to my own 
Soul : And a while after, to ſhew me, and to make good to my Soul that pretious, and 
comfortable promiſe, That though he hide his face fromwus for a little moment, yet with 
Mercy, and Loving kindneſs be will return to us again. This was a wonderful comfort, and 
ſupport to my dejected Heart : Bleſſed be the Lord forever, I deſire co treaſure up theſe 
Experiences, that for the future, I may reſolve ia the like cafe to put my whole truſt and 

"contidence in him, that ſo Satan may not entrap me in his ſnares through unbelief, hut 
that I may reliſt bim ſteadfaſt in the faith : For am not altogether ignorant of his De- 
vices, Gods promiſe is, that in alltheſe things we ſhall be more than Conqueronrs, through 
him that bath loved us : And hath faid that this is the Viftory which overcomes the World, even 
our faith, 1 Job. 5.4, 

_...In theyear 1669, There came tous the fad news of the Death of my ſecond Son 
Mr. John Clarke, a godly, faithful, and painful Miniſtcr, ſometimes before cjc&ed out 
of the ReRory of Cotgrave in Nottingham-ſhire, whodied the 18th. of September, 

——Thus as the Waves of the Sea) follow one another, fo Gol is pleaſed tocxerciſe his 
Children with one AMi@tionafter another. He ſecs that whilſt we carry about with 
us this Body of ſin, we have need of manifold Trials, and Temptations, as faith the A+ 
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Apoſtle. 1 Pet. 1. 6,—— now for a ſeaſon ye are in beavineſs (if need be) through me- 


_ Temptations, to keep us under, and to make us the better to remember ow 
elves, ; 

Indeed it hath been the Lords courſe and dealing with me ever fince he ſiopped ms 
in the way as I was poſting to Hell, to raiſe up one Aﬀiiction or other, either inward 
or outward, either trom Satan, the World, or from mine own corrupt Heart, and na- 
ture, not having Grace and Wiſdom to behave and carry my fclf as 1 ought under his 
various Diſpenſations and Providences, as appeared at this time by his laying ſo great 
and grievous an Affliction upon me in taking away fſodear a Son, from whom | had 

, much Soul-comfort, and ardent Aﬀe&ions, which he manifeſted by his fervent Praycrs 
for me, and by his ſpiritual Letters, and Writings to me, whercin he applicd himſc!t 
ſutably co my Comfort in thoſe inward troubles of Heart and Spirit which lay upon me. 

. This cauſcd my Grict and Sorrows to take the greater hold on me, upon the lgls of oac 
who was ſo uſeful tome: Yet hereby Ido notderogate from my Elder Son, from whom 
I have the like help, and Comfort. 

£.—Upon this {ad occaſion my Grict grew ſo great that I took no pleaſure of any thing 
in the World : But was fo overwhelmed wich Mclancholy, and my natural ſtrength 
was {o abated, that little Food ſerved my turn, and 1 judged that I could not live long 
in ſuch a condition. 

 —Hereupon Ibegan to examine my Heart why it ſhould be ſo with me, and whether 
carnal and immoderate Aﬀections were not, the great Cauſe of my trouble, which 1 
much feared; And having uſed many Arguments and laid down many reaſons to my 
ſelf ro quiet and moderate my Patlions, and yet nothing prevailed to quict and calm 
my Heart, and to bow-me to the Obedience of his revealed Will: And withal, conti« 


dering that it was God only that could quict the Heart, and fet our unruly, and carnal ” 


Aﬀections into an holy frame and order, and, That he was a preſent Help in times of trou- 
ble, I often and earneſtly ſought unto the Lord with many Prayers, and Tears, bc- 
ſeeching him to quiet-my Heart, and to over-power and tame my unruly Aﬀtctions, lo as 
to be willing to ſubmit unto him, and to bear his Aflicting Hand patiently and/ fruit- 
fully, and to be ready ard willing to ſubmit (cither in doing or ſuffering) to whatſoc- 
ver he pleaſed to impoſe upon me : And to be ready to part with the beſt outward Com- 
fort I enjoyed whenſoever he ſhould pleaſe to call for the ſame. | 
And it pleaſed God ſeaſonably to hear my Prayer, to regard my Tears, and 
to grant my Requeſis, by calming, and qaieting my heart, and fpirit, and by giy- 
ing, me much more contentedneſs to ſubmit to his Holy Will, and good Plea- 
ſure, who is a God of judgment, and knows the fitteſt times and ſeaſons to come in 
with refreſhing comforts, and who waits to be gracious unto thoſe that truſt in him- Yer 
ſurely I was not without many Temptations in this hour of Darknels from that ſubcile 
Adverſary who always ſtands at watch to infinuate and frame his Temptations anſwe- 
rable to our Conditions, and like a Roaring Lyon walks about continually, ſeeking to de- 
voxr poor, yet precious Souls, Then I called upon the Lord in my diſtreſi, and be anſwered 
me and delivered me, 
— Bleſs the Lord O my Soul ; and all that is within me Praife his Holy Name. For he hath 
remembrcd me in my low and troubled eſtate, becauſe his Mercy endzreth for ever. | 
_--Having thus had new experience of Gods readineſs to hear and help when I called 
upon him 3 And having found thatit is not in vain to ſeekto, and to depend wpon God in 
all our Straits, I could not but record theſe things, that fo Every one that is Godly may 
ſeek, rento him in a time wherein he may be found, whois a preſent help in times of trouble, 
and whodoth for us abundantly above what we can ark, or think, 
«- The Lord knows that I write theſe things for no other end, but that God may have 
the Glory, and that others, eſpecially my Relations, may be encouraged to ſeek God in 
their Straits, and to truſt in him at all times. Amen. | 
© After her Deccaſe there was alſo found in her Cabinet a Paper with this Superfcrip- 


tions | 

__ My Will and Deſire is (with the leaveof my Husband) to beſtow upon my Children 
theſe things as tokens of my Motherly Aﬀections, and that I may be cemembred by 
them. She began with her Husband, and what ſhe gave to him and all the reſt, were 
all wrapped up in ſeveral Papers, and each Name endorſed on the outtide to whom it 
did belong. And then concludes all thus. | 

_- Bucs ghove all, my Prayers unto God are, _ he would eſpecially beſtow wpon you, all needf:t 
: K 
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$ aving Graces, whereby you may be enabled to glorifie bis Great Name, inthoſe ſeveral places"and 
callings wherein be bath ſet you. Amcn, Amen, 

She left alſo Legacics to ſume poor Neighbours: As alſo ten ſhillings to Mr. IF, the 
Miniſter of the place, to buy him a mourning Ring : Concluding thus, 


— If God ſhall pleaſe to bring me to my Grave in Peace, let this be the Text at my 


Funeral, Epheſ.2.8. For by Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith, This Scripture I was oft put 
upon to have recourſe to in times of Temptations, and Deſertion. 

— In an other little Book ſhe had colleQed ſundry Texts of Scripture, which might 
miniſter grounds of great Comfort againſt Satans Temptations, whereby he labours, 
by ſetting before us a black Bill of our Sins, and daily Infirmitics, and our great ina» 
bilitics to every Good Duty, to blot out our Evidences, to ſtagger our Faith, and to 
make us go heavily, and drooping in our way to Heaven. | 

Iſa. x. 17, 18. Ceaſe todoEvil, Learn to do well : And then, Though your 
Sins be as Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snow : Though they be red as Crimſon, 
they ſhall be as Wool. 

1/a.43.25. I, evenI am he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for mine owa fake, 
and will not remember thy Sins, * ; 

Ezek.16, 6. When I paſſed by thee, and ſaw thee polluted in thy Blood, I ſaid unto 
thee when thou waſt tn thy Blood, Live : Yea, 1 ſaid unto thee when thou waſt in thy 
Blood, Live. V.S. When I paſſed by thee, and looked upon thee, behold ! Thy time 
was the Time of Love : And I ſpread my skirt over thee, and covered thy Nakedneſs. 
Yee, I {ware unto thee, andentred into a Covenant with thee (faith the Lord God) and 
thou becameſt mine. V.g, Then waſhed I thee with Water; Yea, I throughly waſhed 
away thy Blood from thee, and anointed thee with Oyl. 

Exch, 36.26, 27. A New Heart willl give you, and a New Spirit will I pat within 
you: And I will take away the Stony Heart out of your Fleſh, and I will give you an 
Heart of Fleſh. AndI will put my Spirit within you, and cauſc you to walk in my 
Statutes, and ye ſhall keep my Judgments and do them. 

Lam.3.31. The Lord will not caſt off for ever. 

Foel 3.16, The Lord will be the Hope of his People. 

1 Fob 1, 9g. If we confeſs our Sins, he is faithful and juſt to forgive us our Sins, and to 
clcanſc us from all Unrighteouſneſs, He that believes ſhall be ſaved. 

Rom. 8.33, 34+. Who hall lay any thing to the charge of Gods Ele& ? It is God that 
Juſtifies - Who is he that Condemneth ? 

2 Tim.2.13, If we bclieve not (that is, If ſometimes we arc not able to a& Faith) yet 
God is faithtul : He cannot deny himfelt. 

Eph.1.4. According as he hath choſen us in him before the Foundation of the World. 
V. 5. Having Predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Children by Feſws Chriſt to himſelf, 
according to the good pleaſure of. bis Will. Y.6. To the Praiſe of the Glory of his 
Grace, whercin he hath made us acceptcd in the Beloved. F, 7, In whom we have Re- 
demption through his Blood, the forgiveneſs of Sins, through the riches of his 
Grace, 

2 Theſ. 5.9. For God hath not appointed us unto Wrath: But toobtain Salvation 
by 7eſis Chriſt our Lord. 

Joh. 10.28, 29, 30. I give unto them Eternal Life, and they ſhall never periſh, nei. 
ther ſhall any Man pluck them out oft my Hand. My Father which gave them me is 
greater thenall, and no man isable to pluck them out of my Fathers Hand : Iand my 
Father arc one. 

Iſa. 50. 10. Whois among, you that feareth the Lord, that gbeyeth the voice of 
his Servant 3 That walketh in darkneſs, and hath no Light: Let him truſt in the Name 
of the Lord, and ſtay upon his God. 

Pſa. 32+ 1, 2+ Bleſſed is the Man whoſe iniquity is forgiven Whoſe Sin is covered, 
Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord imputeth not Sin, 

Epheſ. 2. 8. For by Grace you are ſaved throughFaith, and that not of your ſelves : It 
is thc Gift of God, * 

Rom.6.14+ Sin ſhall not have dominion over you: For you are not under the Law, 
but under GraCe+ 

Rom. 8,1. Thereis therefore now no Condemnation to them which are in Chriſt 
Feſus, who walk not after the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, 

Pſ2.73-26. Though our Hearts may fail us, and our Flick may fail us, yet the Lord 


will ncycr fail us. Fer, 
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Fer. 31+ 3, Forhe hath loved us with an everlaſting Love. 

Iſa.26.3,4. Thou wilt keep himin p:rte&t Peace, whoſe mind is ſaid on thee 
becauſe he truſteth in thee, Trult in the Lord for ever. For in the Lord Febv4h is ex 
verlaſting ſtrength, 

Promiſes of ProteQtion, Aſſiſtance, Comfort, and deliverance, whereby our Hearts 
may be upheld in the evil Day. 

Ezk 9-4. Go through the midſt of Feruſulem, and ſet a mark upon the Foreheads 
- _ that Sigh and Cry for all the abominations that are done in the midſt 
thereof, 

Pal. 34. 6. This poor man cried, and the Lord heard, and ſaved him out of all his 
troubles, v.19, Many are the Aſflictions, of the Rightcous : But the Lord dclivereth 
them out of them all. 

Pſal.46.1. God is our refuge and firength : A very preſent help in trouble. v. 2. 
Therefore will not we fear, &c, 

Pſal. 42.11, My Soul, why art thou caſt down, and diſquieted within me? Hope 
_ God : for I ſhall yet Praiſe him, who is the health of my Countenance, and 
my . X | 

Iſ2.3.10. Say ye unto the Righteous, it ſhall be well with him. 

Prov.3.25,26, Ee not atraid of ſuddain Fear, neither of the defolation of the wick- 
ed when it cometh, For the Lord ſhall be thy Canhidence, and ſhall xcep thy Foot from 
being, taken. 

P/al. 3.8, Salvation belongeth to the Lord : Thy Bleſling is upon thy 'Peo- 
ple. 

P/ſal.4.3. Know that the Lord hath ſet apart him that is godly for himſelf: The 
Lord will hear whenT call unto him. v; 8; I will both lay me down in Peace, and Sleep 
For thou Lord only makeſt me dwell in fafety. 

Nabum, 1,7, The Lord is good: A ſtrong hold in the Day of trouble, and he knows 
eth them that truſt in him | 
' 2 Tim. 1, 12, 1know whomlT have bclicyed 3 And I am perſwaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed to him againſt that Day, For, Gen.17-2, He is God 
Alſufhcient, 

_ Promiſes made to Gods People in the moſt dangeraus Times. What confidence we 
ſhould have in God. | 

Pſ21.27.1,2,3+ The Lord is my Light and my Salvation, whom ſhall I fear ? The 
Lord is the {trength of my Life, of whom ſhall 1 be afraid. When the Wicked even 
mine Enemies, and my Foes came upon me to eat up my Flelh, they ſtumbled and fell. 
Though an Hoſt ſhould encamp againſt me, my Heart ſhall not fear. Though War 
ſhould riſc againſt me, in this will I be confident. v. 4. One thing have I deſired of the 
Lord, that will I ſcek after : That I may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord all the daies 
of my Life. v. 5. For inthe time of trouble he ſhall hide me in his Pavilion : In the 
ſecret of his Tabernacle ſhall he hide me: He' ſhall ſet me up upon a Rock. Therc- 
fore. v.9. Hide not thyFace from me. Put not away thy Servant in Anger : 
Thou hait b:en my Help 3 Leave me not, neither forſake me, O God of my Salvation, 
v.13. Thad faintcd unleſs I had believed to fee the goodneſs of the Lord in the Land 
of the Living. v.14. Wait on the Loxd. Be of good courage, and he (hall ſtrengthen 
thy Heart. Wait I ſay on the Lord. 

Pſal.40.4. Bleſſed'is the Man that maketh the Lord his truſt, and reſpeReth not the 
Proud, nor ſuch as turn aſide to Lies. 

Pſal. 32; 1. Inthee O Lord, do I put my truſt : Let me never be aſhamed: v.3. For 
thou art my Rock, and my Fortreſs3 therefore for thy Name fake lead me and guide 
me. v.23. O love the Lord, all ye Saints: For the Lord preſerveth the Faithful, 
v.24. Be of good courage, and he ſhall ſtrengthen your Heart, all ye that hope in 
the Lord. 

Pſzl.94.14. 1 will fay of the Lord : He is my Refuge : and my Fortreſs, My God, 
in him will I ruff, 

Pſal 91,2, For the Lord will not caſt off his People, neither will he forſake his In- 
heritance, v. 19. In the multitude of my Thoughts within me, thy Comforts deljghted 


my Soul. ' 0 
Pſal.102.2. Hide not thy Face from me in the Day when Iam 1n trouble, incline 


thinc Ear unto me, In the Day when Icall, anſwer me ſpeedily, 
k Kk 2 Plat. 
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Pſz!. 115.11 Ye that fear the Lord truſt in the Lord. He is their Help, and 
thcir Shield, 

P/al.112.7. He ſhall not be afraid of evil tidings. His Heart is fixed truſting in the 
Lord, 

Pſal 118.5. I called uponthe Lord in diſtreſs : The Lord anſwered me, and ſet 
me in a large place, v. 6, The Lord is on my tide, I will not tear, what can man do unto 
me? | 

1 Pet. 4.17. Thetime is come that Judgment muſt begin at the Houſe of God : And 
if it tirti begin at us, what hall the end be of them that obey not the Goſpel of 
God? v, 19, Wherefore let them that ſuffer according to the Will of God commit the 
keeping, ot their Souls to him in well-doing, as unto a faithtul Creator. 

2 Theſ.1.6,7. It is a Righteous thing with God to recompence tribulation to them 
that trouble you» And to you who arc troubled, reſt with us, when the Lord Jeſis 
Chriſt (hall be revealcd from Heaven, &c. 

2 Theſ. 3.3. The Lord is faithful, who ſhall Rabliſh you, and keep you from 
evil, 

Theſe I have thought fit to tranſcribe, hoping that by Gods bleflinz they may prove 
Uſctul and Comfortable to many others as they were to her. But belides ſhe had colle» 
&cd many others, whereof (to prevent tediouſneſs )) I thall only give you the Heads, 

Promiſes to lirengthcn our Faith, 

For Deliverance trom all evil. 

For aftiſtance in rimes of trouble. 

For the Reſurrection of our Bodies. 

For Eternal Glory with Chriſt, 

That God will preſerve his Children from AMictions far as it is good tor 
them. 

That Cod will-qualifie, and moderate their AfiiQions when they do come 3 and 
proportion them to their Strength, | 

That Affictions are Soveraign Medicines to kill Luſts, and to cure ſpiritual Dif- 
Caſs. ' 

Promiſcs made to ſuch as ſuffer ina Good Cauſe for the Truth, 

Promiſes of Delivcrances from the Evil World, 

O: Cunitort to ſuch as fall through Infirmity. 

Promiſes made to ſuch as are Ignorant. 

Comforts againſt doubts and tears of loſing the Love of God. 

Corntorts againſt forgettulneſs of Good things. 

Comforts againſt fezrs of falling from God. 

Comforts againſt diſmaycdnefs under many and ſtrong, Corruptions, 

Comforts azainſt troubles arifing from the want of the means ot Grace, cither in the 
wholc, or in the Power of them. 

Comforts to Gods Children in cafe of ſpiritual Diſertion: 

Promiſes of the Continuance and Unchangeableneſs, of Gods Love: 

Promifcs of Gods ſpecial and gracious preſence with his Children, 

Promiſcs of Gods ProtcEtion/and Providence over his. 

Promiſes of beftowing Chriſt, and of many Bleſſings with him. - As, of Redempti- 
on: EffcQtual Calling , Jultincation : Reconciliation: Adoption : Ot beſtowing the 
Spirit, for their SanEtihcation 3 And all Spiritual Grace, as Faith 3 Conhdence in God 5 
Hope 3 Joyz Love toGod, ToChrift, To our Brethren, To Enemics : Of Obedi- 
ence: Ot Repentance: Of Knowledge: Of Audience of their Prayers : Of Mortiti- 
c2tibn ot Sin, &c. 

Fromiſcs of afhiſtance in Holy Duties. 

Promif.sof Gods acceptance of our ſpiritual Sacrifices. 

Promecs ot a bleſhng, upon Holy Ordinances. 

Promiſes made to the conſcientious perfurmance of ſundry Duties. As to, Prayer : 
To a carctul ſeeking ot God : To watchfulneſs : To conſcientious SanRitication of the 
- Lords days : For the preſervation of his Church;evc. 

In'reading of prattical Awthors ſhe had colletied and ſet down many things which ſhe found 
wſefirl, and Comfortable to her Soul: As 

Certain grounds of Comfort to build our Faith upon in times of Temptations. 

Signs whereby we may know! whether we be in Covenant with God or no. 

Rea- 


of Mrs. Katherine Clark, &c. 


|—_— 


Reaſons wir; God made this Covenant with faln Man. 

What arc the Gitts and priviledg?s of this Covenant. 

She hath alſo ſet down many H-Ips to prove, and enzhle us to wait God« leiſure for the 
accompliſhment of bis rich, and free Promiſes, thou3) his Provid:nces ſeem to run croſs to 
them, 

And how we may be enabled to apply Gods Promiſes. 

And in the Conclution of all ſhethus Writes. | 
' It wis the goodneſs of my G14 to remember me in my Touth, that ſo I might not forget him, 
neither in my Youth, nor in my Old Ape. 

By all this it may appear what were the Gifts and Graces wherewith the Lord had a- 
dorncd her, an —_ her inward Beauty was: And as the Jewel was rare, ſo was the Ca» 
binct whercin it was lodged, comely. And the Poet tells us 


Gratior eſt pulchro veniens & Corpore Virtus. 


That Virtue hath the greateſt Grace. 
T hat {hinech through a Beautcous Face. 


Ard ſuchtruly was hers in her younger Days, and ſome Characters, and Linzaments 
of it continucd in her Old Age, even to the lalt, as ſundry Perſons ob{crved. 


Hallelujah, 


What was long ſince faid of Mrs. Katherine Bretterg may be fitly applicd unto her 


= : Chriſto quam purgata, 

: ita, Chriſto preparata, 

K atherina Morte, Chriſto dedicats, 
Calus, Chriſto conjugata. 


Prov. 31.30. Favour is deceitful, and beanty is vain, but a Woman that feareth the Lord 
ſhe ſhall be praiſed. 


On the Death of my Dear and much Honoured Grand- 


mother, and to my Honoured Grandfather My. Samuel 
Clark, oz her Life written by him. 


F4 


Fay or late 


_ All things give way toFate 

Nothing in Nature's laſting found ; 
Death and deſtruction tread a conftant Round : 

No Heart 
Eſcapes the fatal Dart: 
Beauty from Death can no exemption bring, 
Wit, Wealth, or any other Charming Thing 3 
No Menaces can work him into fear, 
Nor glittxing Colours take his eye, no gentle ſounds his car. 
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O how it diſcompoſes to behold 
The good and bad in one black Liſt enroll'd / 
Whatever Admiration can beget, 

All that's Noble, All that's Great 

Or that AﬀeQion may invite, 

All that's moving, All that's Bright 3 
Mixt with the Croud of worthleſs things, to ſtand 
An equal Prey to the Deſtroyers hand ! 


ITT. 


Well challenge all thar*'s knowing to declare 
What are thoſe Charms, or where they are, 
Whoſe mighty Vertue can make Death to ſtand, 
Or firike Remorſe into his ſenſcleſs Hand 3 
If Liberal Natures gifts gy find a Place, 
Or thoſe Accompliſhments that arc acquir'd 
Or the EffeRts of a Celeſtial Grace 
In thee, Bleſt Soul, we theſe admir'd 
If all that - merits Praiſe in Woematikind, 
Graces of the Body, Beautics. of the Mind 3 
We ſtill had fat in the diffuſive Beams | 
. Of that Perfection, p 
Whoſe loſs we die\to think upon 5 
We fiill had taſted the refreſhing fireams 
Of that ſweet Nature, and Compaſſion, 
Whoſe Fountain now is gone 7 
Frail happineſs, and putrid Breath, 
That lies expos'd to the capricious hand of Death, 


IT. 


Theſe are our Tears, thus, Sir, we make our moan, 
When '\unexpeRted-. blaſts have, blown 
"Our blooming Hopes away, or overthrown 
The Tree with, tiber Fruit thereon 3 
Thus when we feel the warmer influence 
Of ſome brave Soul that ſcorns the Narrow Fence 
Which limits common Minds, we bleſs the Ray 
That makes fo fair a Day, 
And neſtle in the Sun-ſhine, while we may, 
If the cold hand of Death © 
Stops the belovel' Breath' 
Aſtoniſh't at the mighty Blow 
We know not where to go, 
Nor what to-ſay, 
Poor eafic Prey 


To every Evil: paſhve, ſhiftleſs ones we be ; 


As our Aﬀections lead us fo go we 
To4 or Joy, Fear, Hope, or Luſt, 
As their reſpeQive ObjeRts call them out, 


Reaſon the Soveraign, nor true, nor ſtout, 
Commits the Conduct of his Truſt : 
Gricf the moſt childiſh Paſſion of the Soul 
Here helpleſs Grief commands the whole, 
Fills every Corner, Iſſues out in Cryes, 
Flows 
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of the Lady Mary Counteſs of Warwick, &>c. 
Flows out in Tears, flys out in ſighs 3 
Sometimes within the troubleſome Symptoms fiay, 
When by tumultuous thronging out they choak. their way » 
Hicher the ſumotf all doth riſe, 
A ftupid filence, or an empty Noile : 
Perhaps we vent our Pathon in a verſe, 
And pin the Inundation to the Herſe 3 | 
Here we our Aery wiſhes breath, 
Beſtow hard Epithers on Death, 
Publiſh our kindneſs for the Soul that's gone 3 
And this we think is all that can be done. 


Pp, 


But your magnanimous Sagacity 
Does not ſo tamely yeild, 
Death has but halfa victory, F 
And youdivide the field : | | 
When the fell Victor manages his dart, 
Intoits principles the brittle Compound flyes, 
' Which are notable to ſubliſt a part, 
But that thats mortal dyes 3 
You can releive the life doom'd to Oblivion, 
And give it a new ſubje& of Inheſion, 
As your immortal Name long lived, 
Not, as the former, ſubje& to Corruption : 
Thus the Grave Heroesof the Church revivd 
And this ſame Life which once fo ſhone in its effects, 
| By your great art retreiv'd, 
Still a bright pattern ſtands to all the Sex. 


7}. CLARK, Hitat. fue '- 
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The Life and Death of that Excellent Lady Mary, 
Counteſs Dowager of Warwick , who died 
Anno Chriſti. 1678. 


His Eminent Laday was the ſeventh Daughter of the Right Honourable Richard, _ 
the firſt Earl of Cork, in Ireland, who being born a private Gentleman, and {© Penang 
the younger Brother of a younger Brother, yea, to noother Inheritance then is 

expreſſed in the Motto, which his humble gratitude inſcribed upon. all the Palaces 


which he built 
. Gods Providence: mine Inheritance. 


By which Providence, and Gods. bleſſing upon his own Prudent induſtry, he raiſed 
himſelt to ſuch an honor and Eſtate, and left ſuch a Family as never any ſubjet in theſe 
three Kingdoms did, and (which is rnore ) with fo unſpotted a Reputation of inte- 
grity, that the narroweſt ſcrutiny could find riothing to except againſt, in all the Me- 
thods of his riſing, tho they were ſearched into molt ſeverely. 

_ This Noble Lord was bleſſed with an ample Progeny, having five Sons, —_— 
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lived to ſee four of them Lords, and Peers of the Kingdom of Ireland, and the 
=, thonot equal in Titles, yet as truly famous and honouzable for his piety, parts, 
and learning» | 

He had fo eight Daughters, whereof the Eldeſt, the Lady Alice, was Married to 
the Lord Baremore. The ſecond, the Lady Sarab, was Married to the Lord Dighy 
of Ireland, The third, the Lady Letitia, to the Eldeſt Son of the Lord Goring, who 
dyed Earl of Norwich, The fourth, the: Lady Joan, to the Eaxl of Kildare, Primier 
Earlef Ireland, and of the antienteſt Houſe in Chriſtendom, of that degree, the pre» 
ſent Earl being the ſixth, or ſeven and twendieth of Lineal deſcent from the ſame. 

_—-A great Antiquary hath obſerved , that the three Antienteſt Families in Exrope for 
' Nobility, are the Veres in England, Earls of Oxford, and the Fitz-Geralds in Ireland, 
Earls of Kildare, and the Momorancies in France. 

The hfth, the Lady Katherine, was Married to the Lord Viſcount Ranelaugh. The 
ſixth, was the Lady Dorothy Loftus. The cighth, the Lady Margaret unmarried, 
But the ſeventh, our Lady Mary, which (but up, and Crowned this Noble Train , 
was Married to Charles, Earl of Warwick, of whom it may be truly fayd 3 Many — 
Dnghters, all his Daughters did virtnonfly, but ſhe ſiermounted them 21, 


ay Marriage _- She was great by her Marriage into the Noble Family of the Earls of Warwick, which 


* yet received acceſſion to its Grandure by the luſtre of her Name and virtues : For ſhe 
_—was great in all natural endowments and accomplifhmentsof Soul and body, in Wiſ- 

. dom, beauty, favour and virtne« 

_. Great by her Tongue 3zAor few Women ever uſed one better : For ſhe ſpake fo grace- 
fully, promptly, difireetly , pertinently, and holily , that many admired the gracious 
words which proceeded out of her Mouth. 

Great by being the great Miſtreſs and Promogreſs of the Art of obliging 3 in which 
ſhe attained that Soveraign perfe&tion, that ſhe raigned over all their hearts with whom 


the did converſe. | 3» 
_— Great in her Nobleneſs of Living, and in her free, and'ſptendid Hoſpitality. 
— Greatin the almoft unparallelled fincerity , conſtant , Eithful, and condeſcending 
Friendſhip : And for that Law of kindneſs which dwelt in her lips and heart, | 
— Great in the managment of her worldly Afﬀairs, and in her great dexterity there- 
in, 

_ Great inher quickneſs toapprehend the difficulties of thoſe her affairs, and co find 
where the pinch and fireſs lay 3 yea, to untye the knot, and to free them, 
— Great in the Conqueſt of her ſelf, and maſtery over her paſſions; and this did ina 
ſpecial manner appear in her deportment at the death of her deer and only Son, 
whercin her bchaviour wa8 ſo ſubmiſs, ſerene, and quiet, that (with holy David ) ſhe 
could fay : Iwai dumb, andopened not my month, becauſe thou Lord didft it. 

.. — Great ina Thouſand other things which the world admires; yet did ſhe deſpiſe them 
all, and counted them but loſs and dung in compariſon of the excellency of the Knowledge of 
Chritt Jeſus owr Lord. 


Her Educztion. _'This Excellent Lady had good Education, and had been principled in the grounds 


of Catechiſm in her Childhood, and yet- (as ſhe confeſſed 3 ſhe underſiood nothing of 
the Lifeand Power of Godlineſs till ſome years after her Marriage. Shecame with 
prejudice, and ſtrong apprehenſions, as tomatters of Religion, when ſhe was engraf- 
red intothat Family, wherein afterwards ſhe lived and dyed in ſo much Honour, _ For— 
ſhe was almoſt frighted, and diſcouraged with the diſadvantagious report which was - 
made of it, But when Gods Providence had brought her intoit, and the came to be- 
hold the regular performances of Divine Worſhip therein 3 and had heard the moſt 
uſeful, and powerful Sermons uponthe moſt uſeful, and praQtical points of Divinity 3 

— And withal, had obferved, the good order, and Government of that Family, and re- 
ceived encouragment from her Right Honourable Father-in-Law , Robert, Earl of 
Warwick,, ( who had always an extraordinarP reſpeR for her, and affection to her) 
her prejudice, by degrees, wore off, and an approbation followed thereupon. 

— God was pleaſed to-make uſe of two more remote mcans of her Convezſion, 
namely, AﬀMictions, and Retizement : The kind of the firſt, and the occaſion of the ſe+ 
cond need not here to be named. Only the divine Wiſdom, and graee is very much 
ro be admired and adored, for adapting and fitting ſuitable means to bring bis pur- 
poſcs to pals 3 as theſe alſo were in her circumſtances, For ſhe did afterwards acknaw- 


ledge, that her great Remora and difficulty was her love to the pleaſures, and yy 
| tics 
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tics of the world, which ſhe. ncither knew how to reconcile to the - ſiritacſs of Religi- 
on, nor yet could ſhe be content to part with for that whoſe ſweets and better plea» 
ſures, ſhe was not then acquainted with 3 God therefore gradually weaned her, by ren- 
dring thoſe things more intipid and diftrultfal, which betore had been too much plea- 
ſing to her, and by giving, leiſure, and freedom from diſtractions, and to acquaint her 
ſelt more throughly with the things of God : And hereby ſhe was enabled to ſet her 
Seal to that Teſtimony which God gives to Spiritual wiſdom, That all her ways 
are pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are Peace. -And to her friends ſhe would freely, and 
frequently aſſure them, that ſhe had no cauſe to repent the change which ſhe tound of 
' the ſolid and fatisſying Pleaſures be met with in Religion, for thoſe empty and diſ- 
ſatisfying ones (he had left in the ways of vanity : Thereby encouraging them to 
try, not doubting but that upon experience, they would become of the ſame mind. 
——Two more immediate helps which God bleſſed to promote the work of grace in her Her Converſi- 
heart, were 3 The Miniſtry of the word ( which God hath ordained to be the Power of ® 
God to Salvation to every one that believeth, Rom, 1. $. 1 Cor. 1.21.) and Chriſtian Con- 
ference. | E 
_eforc her Converſion, hex Converſation was ſweet, and inoffenſive, yet would ſhe Her Growth. 
confels that her mind was vain: But afterwards ſhe walked with God molt cloſely, 
circumſpectly, and accurately: And (with Mary ) having choſen the better part, few 
have walked with God more reſolutely, and devoted themſelves more unreſervedly to 
Gods Love and fear, and ſervice, learning to be'Good in good earneſt, and toencreafe 
and grow in grace, and inthe knowledge of on» Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrilt. 
-—Anrd to promote this great and excellent work, like the wiſe man in the Goſpel 
Mat. 7. 24. | (he digged deep to lay her Foundation on # Rock, And (he made a tirit 
crutiny into her Soul, and weighed the reaſons and motives of this her choiſe in the 
ballance of the Sanctuary, and ( with the other builder in the Goſpel) ſhe ſat down 
and conſidered what it might coft her to carry on and finiſh her Spiritual Editice, and — 
whether ſhe were furniſhed to defray the, charges thereof. _ As alſo whether the grounds — 
of her hope were firm, and ſuch as would not abuſe her, and ſhame her, and her evi- 
dences for heaven, ſuch as would bear the teſt, and that the ſacred Scriptures would — 
approve and own; And this ſhe drew up at large with her own hand many years be- 
fore her Death, judiciouſly, ſoberly, modeſtly, and with humility. 
—— Having thus put ber hand to the plough, ſhe looked not back,, but minded Religion as her 
buſineſs indeed 3 and never gave any ſo much as ſuſpicion of her trifling inſo ſerious a 
work. And for her praCtice of it, it was her great deſign to walk worthy of the Go... 
el inall well pleaſing, and toadorn her a ſubjetion to the Goſpel, by a Converſa- 
tion becoming it 3 And ta ſhew forth his Virtues and praiſes , = had called her ont 
of darkneſs into bis marvelous Light , and had tranflated her into the Kingdom of his dear 
Son. 
_— Firſt therefore ſhe was circumſpeAly careful to abſtain even from all appearance of Abſtinence. 
evil; and in all doubtful caſes, her rule was, to take the ſureſt ſide, ſaying, 1 am fre it wilt — 
do me noburt to let ſxch things alone. And tho none were further from cenſuring} others — 
— br paſſing Judgment uponothers_ liberties,,yet for her own praQice, (he would never, - 
_— allow her {elC the help of artificial beauty ( for ſhe uſed neither patch nor paint ) and — 
_— was pleaſed with the ſaying of one of her Spiritual friends, upon the, reading of a 
— book which Apologizes for it ( O Lord Ithank, tee that thou gave't me not wit enough to 
wrile ſuch a Book,, unleſs withal thou bad ft given. me Grace enough not to write ).Neither —- 
would ſhe play at any Games, becauſe beſides many other inconveniences, The judged Prudence. 
them great waſters of pretious time, of which (be was always very thrifty, - And tho 
ſhe was known to be a Lady of good underſtanding, yet, ſhe would fay that there were 
three things which were too hard for her: and'would confeſs that ſhe could not com- 
prehend them. | ; N 
—Firſt, how thoſe who profeſſed to believe an Eternal eſtate, and its dependances up- 
on a ſhort inch of time, could complain of time, Tying as a dead commodity upon their 
hands, which they were troubled how to paſs away. h | | 
—-Secondly, how Chriſtians, who would ſeem devout at Church, could laugh at o- 
thers for being (crious out of it, and flight the very Bible, and turn Religion into a 
mockingeſiock, Be” 
—— Thirdly, how knowing men could take care of Souls, and yet ſeldom'come among 
rhem, neverto look after them» | 
LT And 
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A Diary. - 
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And though, in the aforenamed particulars ſhe was content only to give an Exam- 


ple of forbcarance 3, yet from! the Play-Houſes, fince the Stage hath taken ſo great li- 
berty, ſhe would openly dehort her Friends, and that with the greateſt earneſt. 
neſs, 


_— She, long before her deceaſe, began to keep a Diary, and tgok Counſel with two, 


whom ſhe uſed to call her Sowls Friends (and ever eſtcemed ſuch t© her beſt Friends) con- 
m—_ the beſt manner how to mannage it«-At the firſt, what ſhe ſet down in it 
ſhe uſe 


changed it into the quiet, and filent morning, and for that end, ſhe uſcd to riſe early, 


_——And therein, among other things, ſhe uſed to record the daily frame of her heart to- 


Prayer. 


Mediation. 


wards God : His ſignal providences to her ſelf, and ſometimes alſo, cowards others : His 
gracious manifeſtations to her ſoul : Returns of Prayer + Temptations prevailing, or 
relified, or whatſoever might be uſeful for her caution, or encouragement : That mighe 
afford her matter for Thankfulneſs, or Humiliation, &c. And by this, and ſuch like 
means ſhe had arrived to, and attained ſuch a meaſure of experience, that ſhe could 
conclude, or at leaſt, make ſtrong conjeRures of the iſſue, andevents of ſuch things as 
ſhe ſpread before God in prayer, and that by the frame of heart in the performance of 
that Duty: as might be inſtanced in many particulars, if it were convenient, 


_ She uſed to call prayer Hearts-caſe, becauſe ſhe often found it fo : And though her 


Modeſty was ſuch, and ſhe was ſo far from a vain affeQed oftentation of her Gifts there- 
in, yet this may be affirmed, that ſhe was mighty and fervent in Prayer, yea, conſtant, 
and abundant in it, For ſhe ſometime uſed her voice in prayer, and thereby hath been 
overheard, and her own ord (knowing her hours of prayers) onceconvey'd a Grave 
and Godly Miniſter into a ſecretplace, within hearing, who (being a man very able to 
judge) much admired her humble fervericy ;, for in praying ſhe prayed, and when ſhe did 
not uſe an audible voice, her fighs,and groans, might be heard at a good diftance from her 
Cloſet. And the very day before ſhe died, ſhe was ſhut up for above an hour, which time 
ſhe ſpent in fervent private prayer, notwithſtanding her bodily indiſpoſition, and weak- 
neſs. And indeed prayer was the Element wherein ſhe lived, and aQtually died, and 
it was as the vital breath of her ſaul, and the Wing that wafted it immediately to Heaven. 

— But if ſhe excelled her felf in any thing, as much as ſhe excelled others in moſt 
things, it was in the Divine Art of holy Meditation. This was her Maſter-piece, For 
ſhe uſually walked two hours daily in the Morning to Meditate alone, in which rare Art 
ſhe was an accompliſhed Miſtreſs, both in that which was ſet, as alſo Occaſional. For the 
firft, chooſing ſome ſele&t ſubje&, which ſhe would preſs upon her heart with molt in- 
tenſe thoughts, till ſhe had drawn out all its juice, and nouriſhment : And for the ſe- 
cond, like a ſpiritual Bee, ſhe would fuck Honey from all Occurrences z whole Volumns 
of ſuch ſhe hath left behind her. 


| __ After this Conſecrating of the day with reading the Scriptures, Meditation and Pray- 


Devotion- 


er, and uling but a ſhort dreffing,/and ordering her Domeſtick affairs, ſhe ſpent the reſt 
of the Morning in reading fome good Book, till ſhe was called to Family Prayers inthe 
Chappel, from which ſhe was never abſent, and at which ſhe behaved her ſelf with much 
reverence and Devotion, thereby giving an excellent example to the reſt of the _ 


__— $he was a ftri&t obſerver of the Lords days, which is truly, and fitly called, the He fa 


and Fence of Religion ;- And though ſome pleaſe themſelves in calling it Fudaizing, to 
excuſe the liberties which they indulge themſelves in breaking it, yet our Church hath 
enjoyned all to cry to God for mercy-for the breach of it, and for Grace to incline our 
hearts to kgep the fourth Commandment, as well as any of the other nine : And it's not 
hard to obſerve, that the ſtreams of Religion are deeper or ſhallower, according as theſe 
Banks arc kept up or neglected. 
— She ufed great Devotion when ſhe came to the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and 
ſeldom omitted to prepare her ſoul by folemn Faſting and Prayer, and renewing her 
Covenant with God at that time. 


—— And to encourage others to ſuch a ſerious preparation to that ſacred Ordinance, to 


that Dreadful Table (as S. Chryſoftom calls it) which be her felf ufed before it, it will 
be worth the while to tranſcribe, and to take notice of the fweet advantages which ſhe 
reaped hereby, as ſhe ber ſelf hath left it upon Record under her qwn hand in her 
Diary, concerning, one of the laft Sacrament Days ſhe ever enjoyed in this World 3 
which is as followcth. | Be 
75 


to perform in the Evenings 3 But finding that time inconvenient, by reaſon of 
her Lords long ilneſs (which gave her many inevitable diverſions at that ſeaſon) ſhe - 


— _— 
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Kovember 25th. Sacrament Day. 


_—£ As ſoon as 1 awaked, I bleſſed God. - When Ihad read in the Word, the Chapters 
*of the ſufferings of my bleſſed Saviour, I fpent much time in —— his dy= 
*ing Love : By which thoughts I found my heart much drawn out to love him, and to 
© be melted by his love. Then with great awful apprehenſions of God upon my heatt 
*I went to pray- In which Duty, my heart was lifted up in the high praiſes of God, 
« for both Spiritual and Temporal mercies; And my Aﬀettions were much drawn ont 
©in the Duty, in which my heart did follow exceeding hard after God for a nearer Com- 
* munion with him in the Sacrament than ever yet I had 3 I then renewed my Covenant 
* with God and made promiſes, that, by his Grace enabling me, I would walk morecloſe- 
© ly with him for the time to come. _—That which in a ſpecial manner I begged of God 
* at this Sacrament was, more love to him, more holineſs, more contemptot the world, 
* and the glories of it : that __— more uſctul to the ſouls and bodies of my fellow 
© Chriſtians than formetly I had k 

— Thoſe mercies that I was in a ſpecial manner grateful for, were the Creation, and 
©Redemption of the World and for the Goſpel, and the Covenant of Grace, and 
* for Juſtification, and for ſome meaſure of SanQitfication : And for ſo much patience ex- 
*erciſed towards me, before my Converſion. And in order to it, imbittering Creature 
* Comforts, that I might ſeek for Comforts above. And for a SanQtified Afiiction, and 
© forſome degree of patience to bear it 3 and for' ſupports under it by the warm, and 
© lively Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt. ' And for returns of Prayer, And for ſomany 
© portunities to ſeek unto God. And for the ſweet reviving hoursI had enjoyed with 
© God. in ſolitude by Heavenly Meditations. . And for the Word and Sacraments, and 
* the ſandtifying motions of Gods ſpirit. I was in'a more than ordinary meaſure 
© melted in the Duty, and ſhed a very great plenty of Tears in it 3 which when I came 
© from, I found a longing deſire to pertake of the Lords Supper, and a great Joy that I 
was going, to pertake of it. Then I went to Hear, The Text was. 1 am the 
* JV ay, the Truth, and the Life : no man cometh to the Father but by me, 

I was attentive at that good Sermon : and by what I heard of the excellency of 
© Chriſt, had my heart much warmed with Love to him. | a 0s 

— Afterwards at the Confeflion before the Sacrament, I found my heart in a more tharr 
© uſual manner broken'for my fins, which Lbewailed with great plenty, of Tears, and 
© from my heart judged and loathed my felt for them. 

After I had received, I found my heart in an extraordinary manner warmed with 
© love. to God, and my foul did follow very hard after him to be made more holy, and 
© for Grace to ſerve him better than ever yet I had done. I had very lively Aﬀeci- 
© ons in the Duty, in which I received much Joy, and had ſweet Communion with God 
- * _—_ 6s 4} 4y RES I | 

ZE After at the Table of the Lord I had given to the poor, I came from the Sacra- 
* ment with my heartin a ſweet, grateful, and heavenly frame, and then in private I blef- 
©ſed God for that bleſſed Feaſt, and begged firength to keep my promifes I had made to 
© God of new Obedience. 

_ In the afternoon I heard again the ſame perſon, upon the ſame Text : I was in 2 
* ſerions, attentive frame at that good Sermon. The Subje&t of which was to ſhew, 
, = Chrift was the only way for poor penitent Sinners to come unto the Fa- 
C t h a ; 

——I meditated apon the Sermons, and pray them over. And had alſo Meditations 
* upon the Joys of Heaven, with the-thoughts of beingtever freed from fin, and of be- 
* ing ever with the Lord : where I ſhould enjoy him in his fulleſt Love, 

__*I found my heart much revived, and my foul did then make ſtrong Sallie, and Ee 
* preſſes after that bleſſed Reſt, | __ | 

<fter Family Duties were over, at whichT prayed with fervency, I did before going 
*toBed commit my ſelf to God. 

— O Lord, I do from my ſoul bleſs thee for this ſweet day, in which thow wert pleaſed to 
vonchſafe wnto me, thy moſt unworthy Servant, more ſoul joy, than thou didſt give for a long 
time before, | 

_— She was a vexy ſcrious, and attentive hearer of the Word, and con(tantly,after Ser- Her Hearing, 
mons, recollected what ſhe heard, ſometimes by Writing, always. thinking, and cal- 
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ling it to mind that ſhe might make it her own, and turn it into pradtiſe ; not con- 
tent to. be a forgetful, fruitleſs Hearer only, but a doer, that ſhe might be bleſſed in, ber 


deed, 
__— And ſuch ſhe was for the external performances of Religion. 


—And though this was beautiful and lovely, yet her chiet Glory was within, in clis 


hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, in that dreſs of Graces which adorn- 
ed her ſoul : This ſtring was allot Oricnt Pearls, and evenly matched; not one of an 
ill water, or of an unequal ſize; There was not one withered limb 3 not one member 
wanting or defctive in the New Creature : She was compleat in Chriſt 3 all of a 


picce. | 
__— Her head for knowledge was comprehenſive and clear; The Eye of her Faith was 


icrcing and fieady, The Ear of her Obedience was open, and ſwift of Hearing, and 
arcd at the Door Poſts of Wiſdoms Houſe. Her Pallat was quick and reliſhing, to 
which Gods Word was ſweeter than the Honey, and the Honey-comb, and preferred by her to 
her neceſſary Food, The Cheeks of modeſty were fair and ruddy. The Arms of her d&« 
fire were ſiretched out after God, and were flexible toembrace'him. The hands of her 
Juſtice and Charity were firxong and open, The Breaſts of her Bounty were well fa- 
ſhioned, and full of Milk : And the Bowels of Compalhon were tender and fruictu}, 
Her Hunger and Thirft after Righteouſneſs was even greedy and inſatiable, The heart 
of her ſincerity was ſound and lively, and the Pulſe of her Conſcience ſmooth and e» 
qual. The feet of her affeRtions were ſwifter than the Roes on the Mountains of Be- 
ber, The natural heat of her Zeal more fervent than the Coals of- Funiper; Andthe 
Radical moiſtureof ber Repentance more fluid than the Springs of Piſgeh. Sh2 was 
ſcen with dry Eyes under Tear-moving circumſtances, which very neerly concerned her 
{c1f; and being asked how ſhe could refrain ? She replyed : IT deſire to weep for nothing 
but my ſuis. Her Name was «5 an ointment poured forth, which madeher the defire and de» 
light of all that were good 3 yea, ſhe may fitly be called a She- Fedidiab, a female Lemyel, 
the Lords delight : She with whom God was. 


Her Love and — Now the ſou] of this excellent Body which animated all its goodly Parts within, 


was the Love of God: Ani the gorgeous robe which clothed it without, was her deep 
humility. Thete were as the Sun and Moon in this great Firmament, all whole Stars 
were of the firſt magnitude, and the leaft of which would have been a great Laminary . 
in an other Orb, Such was this Beautcous Spouſe of Chriſt 3 ſo like her heavenly Bridc- 
groom, that for that reſemblance fake, we may ſay of her,/he was exceeding lovely. 
_— Nor was ſhe leſs ſolicitous to! make others good than to be fo her ſelf. She well re- 
membred our Saviours charge to S. Peter, when thou art converted ſtrengthen thy brethren, 
She ſet her heart to promote the building of Gods Spiritual Temple, and therefbre the 
applied her (clf to it with all her might. She had holy Tranſports for the Glory of 
God, and ſhe was a great lover of ſouls, and theſe two engaged her to promote Res 
ligion with her utmoſt induſtry and zeal, which that ſhe might carry on with the grea- 
tcr advantage, 
Firſt, She made it her great deſign to repreſent Religion as amiable and taking, and 
fre: from Vulgar prejudice as poſſibly ſhe might, and not as might affright and ſcare men 
from itzbut rather,that it might allure them, and infinuate it felt into their love and lik- 
ing- And tor this cnd ſhe was affable, familiar, pleaſant, of a free and obliging Conver- 
ſation, unaffected 3 not fowre, reſerved, moroſc, fad, dejeted, melancholy deportment, 
which preſcnts Religion moſt diſadvantagiouſly. She was, even naturally of a molt ſweet 
temper. and Grace inoculated into ſuch a Stock, thrives to admiration 3 whereas ſoma 
crabbed, peeviſh, ſullen natures ſtarve the beſt Cien they are grafted with. And the made 
grace and nature ſubſervient to'the good of others. 
- Secondly, She kept her felt free and difiaterefled from all Parties and FaQtions, that 
zone might ſuſpect a deſign of making Proſelytes to any but to God. 
— She was neither of Paxl, or of Apollos, orof Cepbas, but only of Chrift, - Her Name 
was Chriſtian, and her Sirname Catholick;: She had a large and uncontined Sou noc 
hem'd in, or pounded up within the Circle of any mans Name : But whoſoever feared God 
and wrought Righteouſneſs was accepted of her. 
— She, very inofftenſively, regularly, and devoutly obſcrved the Orders of the Church of 
Englandin its Liturgy and Publick Service, which ſhe tailed not to attend twice a day 
with excmplary Reverencez. yet was ſhe far from placing Religion in Ritual Obfer- 


Uanc:r, 
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_— She uſed to perfume her Company with good ſavoury diſcourſe to prevent idle or 
worſe Communication, yet not abruptly, upbraidingly, or importuhely, which is very 
nauſeous and fullome : But ſhe was like a ſpiritual Rove : you might feel the hear, but 
not ſce the fire. She would drop a wiſe Sentence, or Moral, Holy Apothegie ( with 
which ſhe was excellently farniſhed, fome of her own making, others of her ColleQion ) 
that which ſuiced with, or at lea{t was not far remote from what was ſpoken, atid talk- 
dof, and commending, or improving that, ſhe would wind about the while diſcourle 
without offence 3 yea, with much fatisfaRtion and pleaſure» | 

— She kept a book of ſuch wiſe, pithy Sayings, much valaitng words which contained 
much uſe and worth in a litde compaſs. 

_— Where ſhe had particular kindneſs, or perfondl intereſt, ſhe would improve the autho- 
rity of her Friendſhip to gentle, but free reproof, and would argue, and perſwade fo lire- 
nuouly, that her Bow (like {onathens) ſeldom returned cimpty 3 and would plead the 
Cauſe of God, arid of their own fouls 3 and to whom ſhe fpake, ſhe would do it, with 
Gch winning, and inſreating ſweetneſs, that it was hard to refift the Spirit ſhe ſpake 
by 3 and her Zeal for their good, would caufe her to argue with her friends, that ſhe 
mighe by a holy Violence attract and allure them roÞe good and happy. 

——She was of an extenſive Charity, and would make people good by believing them to 
be ſo, and by this engagement make them aſhamed to deceive her hopes, and diſappoint 
her expcAation. þ ALIENS 

— She had a: tcinder, conſcientions care to provide good Miniſters in places whete ſhe 
had any thing to do, #nd to encourage them, would avgment their maintainance where 
it was ſmall, Leez, Braintree, Fowlnsſs, &c, may be her Wienefs in this. 

—— She had had a great care of the ſoulsof her Servants 3 And her Ambition was, to be 
the Miſtreſs of a Religious Fathily, Which appeared in theſe particulars. | 

— Firſt, In requiring their Attendatice upon Gods Publick Worſhip, and their reve- 
rent Behaviour there. Her Eye furveyed her Chappel, and none could be abſent but 
ſhe would miſs them. _, | | "LES 

——-Secondly, In perſonal Iffiruction, attd famitiar- perſwading them. There were 
none that ſerved her but can Witneſs that ſhe took occaſions todo then good. 
Thirdly, In prepating them for, and perſwading to the frequent participation of the 
Lords Supper, , _ ;v 

_—Fourrhly, In laying good Books in all the cormmon Rooms, and places of attendance, 
that thoſe who waited might not loſe their time, and have a Bait laid of fome uſeful, 
practical Books, and fitted rv theit capacity, which migh catch, and imploy thei, 

—-Fifthly, In making it the footſitep to preferment. For ſhe made the 10c Pſalm the 
Rule of her Occonomicks: And though ſhe tteated all her Servants friendly, yet they were 
her Favourites which more ſignally feared God. 

_ —_ She was not a Firlt Table Chriſtian only : She did not halt, but walked in the ways of 
God with both her feet. She Had learned Saint Jobns Leffon : That be who Loves God 
muſt love bis Brother alſo. 

— She was cxaQly Rightcous. 
_ Eminently Charitable. 
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— Severely Juſt, both in Word and Deed, -Her Word was as Sacred as ati Oath, and - ye; Juſtice, 


as good ſecurity 4s any Bond. No inconvenience to her ſelf would nike her recal or 
flinch from the Obligation ſhe had brought upon her ſelt by hex own mouth. Yea, ſhe 
had ſuch an abhortence of a diſhonoutable receſs from expteſs, or biit intimated pro- 
miſes, that it would rehder her efteem of ſuch perſons exceeding low and mean, who by 
little Arts and Shifts would looſe and free themſelves from their engagements, and that 
would difappoint the —— they had raiſed in others to ſave charges, account- 
ing their money ſpared, a very poor ſhift, and baſe Redemption of their Repu- 
tation, 

+ $he abhorred a Lie, and uſed modeſily to give this Teſtimony of herſelf : Nox know 1 
dare not 1 1 will not Lie, And her Lord knew this .fo well, that though he was poſt- 
tive enough, yet would he never perſiſt, if there hapned any conteſt againſt whatfoe- 
vor ſhe affirmed peremptorily. | 

— And a Lye was the fouleſt blemiſh any could flain themſelves with, in converſing 
with her, #nd the moſt unpardonable fault a Servant could contra, to whom ſhe uſed to 
fay : Tell me the truth, and I can forgive you any thing, 

-: About a Mbath before (he ied, fr was (though then in perfe& health ) determined 


Her Truth. 


Preparation for 


to death. 
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to alter her ill. And whereas ſhe had before given many large Legacies in Money 
co perſons of great quality, ſhe ſaid, ſhe would alter them all, and that for this r caſon : 
They are (ſaid (be) rich, and do not need money, but ſhe would give it in ſome other thing 
that they might keep, as memorials of her Love to them : And when ſhe had ſet down 
all their Names in a Paper, ſhe bethought her ſelf what probably might be moſt ac- 
ceptable to each of them. For (ſaid ſhe) that renders a Gift moſt pleaſing, when it ſuits 
with the fancy of the Party to whom it is given. And then (urveying her own fiore, ſhe 
reſolved what to give to molt of them: But not finding her felt. fully provided of 
what ſhe might bequeath to all, ſhe reſolyed to, inſert all in a Codicil, . to be annexed 
to her Will: And added, I am zow(God willing) going toLondon, when T have finiſhed my 
Will, and then 1 will by Diſcourſe, find —— what will be moſt pleaſing to every one 
of them, and will provide accordingly. | 

_Yet when the draught of her Will was made, ſhe wouldput into the Fill it ſelf : For 
the Right Honourable, the Counteſs of Scarſdale, I bequeath a Set of Silver Sconſes, which are 
#n mine own Chamber. And being asked, why ſhe would not leave the Gift to be put into 
the Codicil among the reſt ? She returned this Anſwer : Becauſe (faid ſhe) She is the only 
perſon living, to whom I ever intimated that I had put her into my Fill, and I would not 
dic and have it found otherwiſe, and ſo be under the ſufpition of having told a Lie, or 
Dying with a Lie in my mouth, 


fer Prudence. _—She had perfc&ly learned S. Pals Lefſon : To ſpeak evil of no man : And where ſhe 


could not ſpeak well, the worſt injury ſhe would do would do was to be filent, and ſay 
nothing, unleſs it were to ſome ſingle friend, of whoſe prudence and taciturnity ſhe wag 
ſecured by her own experience. 

_— Nor would ſhe invidiouſly diminiſh the juſt praiſes of any who deſerved them. Nay, 
ſhe would rather ſtudy toextenuate their other failings, by preſenting the light ſide to 
hide the dark one. And would commend them for one good quality or ation, tocover 
many bad ones : And would ſay, when others ſpake againſt them 3 yetI muſt do them 
this right, they areſo, &c. Or for all this. 

She was no leſs exactly juſt in deeds than in words. She not only gave goodly words 
but good performances, | | | 

_— And becauſe the faithful difcharge of Relative Duties is one of the moſt Gignal evi- 
dences of Righteouſneſs, and the greateſt Ornament of our holy profeſſion, let us hear 
bricfly how ſhe uſed to acquit her ſelf in that regard : And that firſt as a #fe to her 
Husband Living, and as an Execytrix to his Will, and a Truſtee to the Eſtate, after his De- 
ceaſe, As a Mother : As a Daughter: Asa Siſter : As a Friend : Asa Miſtreſs : As a 
Landlady: And as a Neighbour : In all which ſhe was, as a {ingwar bleſſing to all her 
Relations, ſo an eminent Example unto others. | 

Firlt, As a Wife: The heart of ber Hurband did truſt in ber : And ſhe did him good, and 
not evil, all the days of bis Life, | She was truly a Crown, and an Ornament co him. She 
always lived, with the ſenfe of the Covenant of God which was betwixt them, upon 
her heart. She was an equal mixtuteof affectionate obedience, and obediential affe- 
Qtion in her deportment towards him. 

_ Her carc and endeavour was to hide, and conceal his infirmities:She deeply Sympathz- 
zed in his long, and tedious indifpolitions: She attended, and to her uttermoſt relieved 
him under them, with great t els. She loved his foul, and would both Counſcl 
him with prudent Zeal, and pray for him with great ardor and fervency 3 Neither 
awas he ever wanting in praiſing her. He hath with vchement proteſtations faid : 
That he had rather have her with Five Thouſand pounds (though ſhe brought 
him much more) than any Woman living, with Twenty, _-Yea, when the very Tor- 
rent of his ſorrows was at the higheſt for the Death of his only Son, he made That 
the molt aggravating circumſtance of his grief, That it' would kill his Wife : Who 
(ſaid he) is more to me than an hundred Sons. And to ſeal up his Love, he gave 
toher his whole Eſtate, as an honorary Teſtimony of his grateful eſteem of her mcrits 
towards him, and left her ſole Executrix : A high Teſtimony of his confidence in her 
integrity. | 

This Truſt, though it coſt her! very much labour, and ſhe encountred with great di- 
thicultics in the management of it, yet did ſhe diſcharge it with ſuch indefatigable pains, 
ſuch ſcrupulous cxaCtneſs, and admirable Prudence, that ſhe failed not to perform his 
Will to the leaſt tittle: So that ſhe neither gave, nor left any occaſion to any of Com» 
plaint, though they were interrefſed- perfons 3 but they rather applauded, and admired 

cr 
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her prudent, and honourable condudt of that great Aﬀair 3 which ſhe owned, with great 
thankfulneſs unto God, as no ſmall bleifing, and mercy to her. 

_- And for that Noble Eftate which was to Deſcend unto others after her Deceaſe, ſhe 

would not imbezel, or wrong it in the leaft, to have gained the diſpoſal of the whole. 
And therefore was at vaſt Expences in Repairs upon the Manſion-Houſe, and of Farms 
belonging to it, though her ſelf was but a Tenant for Life, And it was her uſual ſaying, 
That whatſoever ſhe loft her ſelf, ſhe would never gi unto them that came after ber, to 
ſay, that ſhe bad damnified the Eftate, or wronged Ger Tru , or them. | 

_—Her Noble and Sptendid way of living, proceeded not from Pride and Ambition, but 
at leaſt principally out of Conſcience : For ſhe would not contract her Family, or make 
an abatement, becauſe ſhe would not deceive her Lords Truft, who, the rather gave her 
the Eftate to keep up the Honor of his Name, and Family, in a place where it had long 
flouriſhed, and had been famous in that kind for many years. 


_— She was an incomparable Mother, which ſhe made to appear in the Education of As 2 Mother. 


her only Son, and of three Daughters committed to her Truft, For ſhe never had bue 

' two Children of her own: one Son, the gallant, hopeful, young L. Rich, and one 

Daughter, whodied young, | 

__—Thoſe three Excellent Ladies to whom ſhe performed the Office, and Duties of an 

own Mother, though ſhe were but an Aunt in Law to them, who by their Couſins death 
are become ſuch vaſt Fortunes to their Husbands, being left with lefs plentiful Portions, 
even whileſt her own Son lived, ſhe would never leave preſting her Lord to make 

Noble Provitions for them, and to fettle on them Portions anſwerable to their Birth, 

and Quality: | 

—— She was a Dutiful Child to her Parents, and upon all occafions wontd make hononra» 

ble mention of them. She was a more endearing Siſter than in a few words can be ex» 
preſſed, A friend fo faithful, fo kind, fo condeſcending, fo free, unreſerved, and anſaſpi- 
ciovs, as the like is hard to be found. 

— She was a tareand excellent Miſtreſs, in a double care both of the Spiritual, and 

Bodily welfare of her Servants, whom ſhe '4$ much loved to pleaſe, as other perſons 
Servanis can be to pleaſe their Miſtreſs, it being her delight to render their Lives a« 
bout her, cake, ind pleafant, and free from difcontent, that 'fo they might ſerve the 
Lord with the greater chearfulnefs. - And when ſhe was to leave them, ſhe lett not off 
her kindneſs to them, or care for them, but provided to the uttermoſt of her power, for 
their comfortable ſubſiſtence, according to their rank, and time of Service with her : 

— Giving them Noble and Liberal Legacies, to ſome four hundred, to others three, two, 
and one hundred pounds a piece : And to others eighty, feventy to buy them Anmet- 
ties for their Lives, To others, Fifty, Forty, Twenty, and a full years Wages to every 

one not ſpecified by Name z and three Months entertainment, with Lodging, Diet, and 
all other accommodations, as in her Lite time, to ſeek out, and to provide Services for 
thernſelves, before they ſhould be removed. | 

_— She was a Noble, and compaſſionate Land-lady, and would ufually ay of her Te- 
nants: Alas poor Creatures ! they take a great deal of pains, and I love to ſee them thrive, 

g#nd live comfortably, and I cannot endure _ them into ſtraits, and therefore I would 
bave all things made convenient for them, and if they have 
it confidered. And for her Copy-hold Tenants, ſhe would urge carnettly the timely fi- 
niſhing of the Court Rolls, and delivery of their Copies to them, profeffing that ſhe 
could not in Conſcience fuffer it to be negle&ed, becauſe it was all they had to ſhew for 
their Eſtates. | | | | | 

— Laſtly, as a Neighbour : She was fo kind and courteous to them, that it advanced 
the Rent of the adjacent houſes out of a defire to be near unto her. Her Houſe and 
Table , Her countenance and very heart was to all perfons of quality within 4 
conſiderable diſtance 3 and for the meaner fort, if they were Sick, or Tempted, or in any 

_ Diſtreſs cither in Body or Mind, whither they ſhould go but to this Counteſs, whoſe Clo» 

ſet was always furniſhed with things neceſſary, either for Phyſick, or Chyrurgery. And 
her (elf would vifit the meaneſt of them, and would ſend Miniſters unto them for their 

Spiritual Edification and comfort: | ; ; 

_- But as her Love to God was the ſoul ofher Religion, ſo her extraordiaary Charity to= 
wards thoſe who needed it, was the conſpicuous Crown which beautified all her (weets- 
nefs and goodneſs towards Men : For in this ſhe wes forward to ber 3 yes, and be- 

yond ber yu; For ſhit would, upot occafion anticipare her Revenues and-Incomes, 

rx 


As 2 Child, $i 
ſter, Friend. 


As a Miſtris. 


As a Landlidy 


utained any great loſſes, T would have 


As aNcighbout 


Her Charity; 


"24 


176 The Life and Death 


4 


— —— 


rather than want wherewith ro: be libcral, infomuch that it was ſaid of her : She was 
the Lady who would borrow money to give away. She would nof live poor in Good Works 
that ſhe might die Rich : Yea, though the had choſen Execxtors in whom her heare 
could truſt, yet ſhe would make her own hands her Executors, and they were very faith- 
ful to her enlarged heart. 

- — But to inſtance in ſome particulars. When in her Lord, and Husbands Life time, 
ſhe had an allowance, ſetled by Articles before Marriage, ſhe enquired of an able Neigh- 
bour Miniſter, in whom ſhe much conhded about the quota pars, what proportion one 
is obliged to Conſecrate unto God out of his Eſtate ? He anſwered : That it waz hard, if 
not impoſſible, to determine, or fix a Rule, which might hold univerſally 3 but the cir- 
cumſtances muſt be conſidered in which perſons ſtood 3 their Qualities, their Incomes, 
their Dependances, &c, But this, not ſatisfying her, ſhe urged a more particular Anſwer 
as to her own caſe, what would' be fit, and becoming her to do ? He anſwered : That he 
ſuppoſed, a ſeventh part : But ſhe replied, that ſhe would never give leſs than the third 
part. And ſhe made good her reſolution with advantage, ever laying by her a third 
part for Charitable Uſes, and wou!d ſometimes borrow of that which remained, to add 
to it, but never defalk from that to ſerve her own occaſions, tho ſometimes they were 
preſſing enough. | | . 

_—— When ſhe came to the poſſeſſion of fo great an Eſtate as her Lord left her for hex 
Life, ſhe in a good meaſure made true what a Great Perſon ſaid : That the Earl of War. 
wick had left all bis Eſtate t6- pious uſes, Meaning, that he had given it to this bounti- 
ful Lady, who would fo imploy it. And ſhe hath profeſſed, that all the fatistaRtion 
which ſhe took in it, was, the opportunity it afforded her of doing good : And ſhe hath 
ſeriouſly affirmed 3, That ſhe would not accept of, nor be encumbred with the greateſt 
Eſtate in England, if it were offered her, upon condition, not to do good to others 
with it. 

..— Her libera) heart deviſed liberal things. There are Objects of real Charity, which 
are not ſo to Vulgar Eyes or Puzſes, on whom ſbe would confer, and whom ſhe would 
ſurpriſe with Noble and ſutable afhftances: Such ſtruck deepy and drew a whole Bag at 
once, but madeno none, | 

_-Forrcigners who were forced to cxile themſelves to preſerve their Religion, or to 

embrace what they were convinced of to be the Truth, ſhe was always open- handed to 
ſuch. 

A great many young Scholars of hopeful promiſing Parts, ſhe wholly, or in a good 
meaſure maintained in the Vnzverſities, allowing to ſome Thirty, to ſome Twenty, to 
ſome ten, to ſome cight, and to many five pounds per Anniem, and to ſome who had more 
helps otherways, leſs. 

_— Abundance cf young Children ſhe put out to School in the Neighbouring Towns, 
even all that were poor, and willing to learn. Yea, her Charity in this kind reached 
as far as unto ales, contributing Nobly unto that pious deſign, ſet on foot, and pro- 
ſecuted with indefatigable pains and carneſtneſs by that Reverend, Charitable, and Piovs 
Divine Mr. Thomas Gouge. And for thoſe poor Children about her, ſhedid not only pay 
for their Schooling, but gave them Books, and oft-times Clothing. » 
_—- Many godly Miniſters, both Non-Conformiſts, who wanted means of ſubſiſtence, and 
Conformiſts, whoſe Livings were ſo ſmall that they could not live on them, ſhe bounti- 
fully relieved. 

_$he turned not away her Eyes, or her Ears from occaſional Obje&s of Charity, 
whereof there wasno want. | And though ſhe was ſometimes impoſed upon, and de- 
ceived by thoſe that neither needed, nor deſerved what ſhe gave, yet did not this diſcou= 
rage her from giving apain.. For (ſaid ſhe} T had rather relieve ten that only appear meet 
Objetir, and are not, than let ane go unrelieved who is ſo indeed. -She thought it bet- 
ter to feed two Drones, than to ſtarve one Bee, For though they deceived her in giv- 
ing, ſhe knew that God would not deceive her in accepting what was ſincerely done 
for his Name ſake. 

——- The poor which ſhe fed at her Gates were very many, not only with broken meat, 
but with liberal proviſion, purpoſely made for them. She was full of compaſſion, yea, 

© a great lover of the poor, and ſhe built a convenient Receptacle for themat her London 
Houſe (as they had one at Leez) to ſhelter them from the injury of Weather till 
they received their Dole. And during her abode at London, having no Family at Lees, 
yet cyen-then were the Poor provided for there, -For twice a Week there was plentitul 

pro« 
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of the Lady Mary Counteſs of Warwick, &>c. 


—— 


proviſion of Bread and Biet for the Poor of four adjacent Pariſhes : And in her Il 
2 took order that the ſame ſhuuld be continued for three Months atter ker Deceaſe; 
And by her faid Wl] ſhe gave an hundred pounds to be diſtributed among the poor 
of Braintree, Felſted, Little Leez, and French Waltham, cithcr at, or ſhortly after hee 
Funeral. 
—1It is not doubted that every year after ſhe came to enjoy that great Eſtate, ſhe gave 
as much in works of Charity as would have purchafed Lands ſufficient to have endow- 
ed a Free-Szhgol, or an Alms-houſe. And that Pious and Liberal Foundation of Roch- 
ford Almehyaſe which, though Founded Legaliy by a Patent granted under the Broad 
Seal for its Confirmation, by the Anceſtors of this Noble Family, of which ſhe bore the 
Title, being by the Death of the-Founder not endowed : Yet (as all her Predeceſſors 
had done) (he always gave to the Alms-people their. full deſigned allowance, and or- 
_— her laſt Jl, that it ſhould be ſocontinucd for a fall year after her De- 
ceaſe. 
-..This is farther very remarkable in this rare Lady, that ſhe was not notoriouſly defe- 
Qive in any Virtue, or Grace, but as eminent inall, as moſt have been in any one of 
them. She did abound in every Grace. | 
—S$he was never {tained with any ſcandalous deformity, or fin, which was a rare 
mercy : For though ſometimes the might flip, or ſtumble, ſhe fell not ; much leſs 
lay, or wallowed to defile her Garments, concerning which, hear what her ſelf hath 
written, 
—Dz After God had thus ſavingly (I hope) wrought upon.me, I went on conſtantly, 
© and comfortably in my Chrittian courſe, though I had many doubts, and fears to 
*contend with. And did truly obey that Precept, of working out my Salvation with 
* fear and trembling; Yet God was pleaſed to carry me (till onward. And though 
©I, too often, broke my good Reſolutions, yet did I never renounce them 3 and 
© chough I too. often trip't 1n my Journey to Heaven, yet I never torſook my purpoſe of 
© p0ing thither, | 
_—Her vety defedts, and failings, were ſuch as ſome others would have been proud of: 
Her Weeds would have been accounted Flowers her Thiſtles, Roſes in another Gar- 
den. -For her two great faults; for which ſhe was blamed, by the moſt curious Obſery- 
ers of her, were 
--Firlt, Exceſs of Charity. | 
Secondly, Defe& of Anger. But even theſe admit of at: Apology more cafily than 
they need it, For | | 
— Firſt, What was accounted exceſs of Charity in her, was her cafineſs to believe moſt 
People to be Good, or at leaſt better than they weres She did indeed ſomewhat bend 
to this Right-hand Error : But if it were a bad effect, it proceeded from a good Cauſe. 
They that have clear, innocent, and ſincere hearts themlelves, are ready to judge the 
like of others: Charity thinketh no evil. Yet ſhe uſed this her good opinipn of others, 
a5 a means, and motive to-make them, what ſhe was ſo willing to ſignihe ſhe thought 
them to be, And though ſhe would never deſpair of any man, while ſhe found them 
under the awe of Gods Authority and Word (for even thole may receive ſome nou» 
riſhment who Eat againſt ſtomack 3 and the Sieve under the Pump may be cleanſed, 
though it hold no Water) yet if the diſcerned any to ſcorn, or deride, and mock at the 
Scriptures, to deſpiſe Gods Ordinances, and to turn that which is Sacred into a laugh- 
ing ſtuck, ſhe uſed (as her Phraſe was) to ſet ber mark, »pon that Man. Neither yet was 
ſbe ſo often, nor ſo much miſtzken in her Judgment ot perſons, as ſome ſuppoſed, who 
more miſinterpreted her Civility, than he did the others ſanity. 
As for her defect of anger, which, implies (it the charge be true) a want of Zeal 
againſt Sin and Sinners, and then jt is unjuſtly charged upon her: For though ſhe 
could not, ſhe durſtnot rage and ttorm, and vent her Anger, as ſome do, whoſe 4n- 
ger is a ſhort madneſs ( For indeed, her calm, (crene, and ſedate mind, and amiable diſ- 
poſition, was not capable of ſuch turious florms, fo contrary to her nature )yet would 
the with leſs noiſe, make deeper imptcifions of her diſpleafure for great faults, than 
thoſe who appear molt furious : As we ſee, thata ſtill, foaking Rain wets more, than 
a furious, driving ſtorm, And thereforc-it was obſerved, that if any Servant had of- 
fended, and been faulty, they had rather have run the Gantlet thrice, of their Lords molt 
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furious expreſſions, than to have been once ſent for to their Ladies Cloſet, _who treated --- 
them with ſoft words. but hard Arguments againſt their miſdemeanours-Her words were - - 
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The Life and Death 


<> >ath SarRi- 
fhicd, 


like that ſilent Lightning, which, without the noiſe of Thunder, melts the Blade, but 
finges not the Scabbard. 

--—What Preſages ſhe had of her approaching Death, ſhe diſcovered not to any 3 but 
her preparations for it had been of a long time habitual. It was one of the molt conſtant 
Subjects of her retired muſings, and (he uſed to call walks to Meditate upon it, her 
going to take a turn or two with Death, And ſurely that could never ſurpriſe, or find her 
unprepared, who made it her great work to be fitting her ſelf for it. » 


_-There are ſome paſſages worthy our moſt ſerious remarks concerning the watchful 


Eye of Gods Providence ovet his own Hephzibabs, alarming them to trim their Lamps 
(as the wiſe Virgins did) againſt the coming of the Bridegroom, and allowing them tic 
opportunities to do it 3' as in much mercy, he did unto her, as will appear by this Tran+ 
ſcript taken out of her Lords Diary, containing an account how ſhe ſpent the laſt Lords 
day, before ſhe fc)! into her ſickneſs, which proved mortal, and was Written but' the ve- 
ry day before ſhe was taken illz by which, it will be evident how God, in a molt remark- 
able manner, made ſome impreſſes upon her Soul of her approaching diſſolution, though 
as then, there were na viſible Sympromes of it upon her body. 


March 24th. Sundays 


—- As ſoon as1 was up, I blefſed God. Then I Mcditated, and. endeavoured by think- 
©ing of ſome of the great mercies of my Life, to ſtir up my heart to rcturn glory to 
<God. And thoſe thoughts had this effect upon me, to melt my heart much by Gods 
© Love, and to warm it with love to him. 

—E Then I prayed, and 1wt#s enabled in that duty to pour out my ſoul to God, and 
© my heart wasin it,carricd out to praiſe God, and I was large in recounting of ma- 
* ny of Gods ſpecial metcies t9 me. And whilſt I was doing fo, I found God migh - 
*ty upon my Spirit, and upon my heart, in a much more than ordinary manner, 
© carricd out to admire God for his goodneſs, and to love him : and I found his love 
© to make great impreflions upon my breaſt 3 and- melting me into an unuſual plenty of 
Tears. | 

_< Thoſe metcies, which in a {pecial manner I was grateful for, were the Creation, and 
<Redemption of the World 3, and for the Goſpel, and for the Sacraments z and for 
© Free-Grace, and the Covenant of Gracez and tor the excellent means of it which I hat 
* enjoyed 3 and for the great Patience God had exercifed towards me before, and 
© fince my Converſion 3 and for Checks of Conſgence whenlTI had finned 3- and for re- 
© pentance when I had done fo; and for a ſaniticd Affliction, and fupports under it ; 
©-and for fo large a portion of wordly bleſſings. 


— £ After I had begged a blefling upon the publick Ordinances, I went to hear Mr. 1/oo4- 


© poof, His Text was, Paſs the trme of your ſojourning bere in fear. And aftcr a ſumma- 
Fry account of the Sermon, itfollows in her Book. 

+ In the Afterr.oon, Iheard again the fame Perſon tpon the ſame Text, And then 
© follows a conciſc, and methodical recapitulation of that Sermon alſo. And after that 
© ſhe adds, IT wasin a {crious and affected frame at both the Sermons, and was by them 
© convinced of the excellency of fearing God, and of ſpending the remainder of the 
* term of my life in his ſervice®. And did refolve *to endeavour to ſpend the retnain- 
© ing part of my time better, 

—+* At both his Prayers I prayed with fervency. Afterwards I retired and meditated ups 
* pon the Sermons, and prayed them over. - 

- And I had alſo this Evening krge Mcditations of Death, and of Eternity which 
* thoughts had this cffe& upon me, to make me in an extraordinary awaked frame, in 
* which things of another Lite were much realized to me, and did make very deep im- 
* preſfions upon me 3 and my ſqul did follow hard atter God for Grace to ſerve him bet- 
*ter than ever yet 1 had done. _Then ſhe concluded wick this Prayer. 

--0 Lordbe pleaſed to bear my Prayers, which did not come out of feigned Lips : And to bear 
the voice of my weeping for more holineſs, and for being more weaned from the world, and all 
things in it, Amen. After Supper I committed my ſelf to God. 

- This was Written the very laſt day of her health, being Monday Morning. In which 
we may ice how God realized to her, and gave her extraordinary impreſſions of Death, 
Eternity, end the Lite to core, when he was about to bring her to it. For the very 
next day the began to bc il of that ſickneſs whereof ſhe died, \ 
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_—This Phenix: This excellent. Lady was far from, their humours, whoſe Conſci- 
etice are lo bad, and unquiet-Company,, that they hate folitude,. and daze not be alone. 
For ſhe loved, and even hugged her Retirements as her moli pleating hourswhich gave 
het the gfeacth- ſatisfaction; And tho when the was called to-it, ſhe would deny her 
(df, and her particular inclination. to comply with aduty ofa larger ſpreads yet (he 
cheerfully ſuſtzined:that hurry of butincſſes which was incvitable to the acguitting her (elt 
of the truſt repoſed/in ber, by her Lord and, Husbands laſt Will and Teſtament. 

— Put neverdid Bird take Wing, when ditentangled from a Net, with greater chear- 
fulae(s, nor chirp out the pleaſures of its uncontined freedom, more merrily than the 

did ſolace her felf, when ſhe- had cfcaped the noiſe and Croud: of Workdly Ataiss , 
which ruſfle&and tyurmoited her quiet repoſe, and ſuſpended the enjoyment of her felt, 
and when: as, ib the begining of hep laſt winter, hes deareſt Siſter was about to. leave 
her, the lah a Ho took ob her was in pie ys Now I bave done my 
drudgery ( meaning, hes wotldly. buſineſs ). © will ſat to. the renewing my. preparations for 
Eternity. . And! accordingly, ſbemade it the reiterated. buſineſs of that Wiater, | 

In the beginniog of March, Anzo Chriſti. 1677. She ſet.to the making of her. Will 
anew, and i© and ſcaltd ton the twelkh day of the ſame month: And on Freſ* 
daybefore Exfter | Mwtch 26th. 1678. ] ſhe was take with ſome indiſpoſition of body, 
los of Appetite,  and' an. Aguiſh dittemper, whereof ſhe had fous os five ties, which 
yet, in that ſeaſon of the year were j both by Phyſitianr, and her feicnds, like to 

more advantagious to hier future health.chan dangerous to her life, 

- Abd inithis ſtate of body ſhe continued, freed from ber fits, both in hex own apy 
henfion,  andbincher friends hopes: that were about her, until Friday, the t | of 
April following, on which day ſhe roſe with good ſtrength 3 and after ſhe had fat up 
ſonic time; being laid upon her Bed, ſhe diſcourſed cheerkully and pioufly : And oneof 
the lat ſentences the ſpoke,was this, (turning back the Curtain with her hand), 


Wall, Ladies, if tee tat hoot it: Heaven, I iveuld ai be aggin with jou, cc tne & leveyen:- 


—— At this time a. neighbouring Lady, having,given her a kind viſit, at her departure, 
aroſe from.her Bed to. her Chair, and fayd, that (he would go into;her Bed 3 but 
Jie firſt deſired that one of the Miniſters that. was in the Houle, way'd goto Prayer 
with her 3 and asking the Competiy which of them they would have ? She preſently re- 
folved her ſelf to have him who was gaing away, begauſe the other would ſtay, ard 
pray with her daily » and immediatly he being called, and come, her Ladyſhip fitting 
Hi her Chair byzcaſon of her weakneſs (for otherwiſe ſhe always knecled,) holdingan 
Orange it her Hand to which ſhe finelt, almoſtia the beginnivg of the Prayer, ſhe was 
heard to fetch a figh, or groan, which: was eſftcemed. Devotional, as ſhe uſedto do at 0s 
other times: But a Lady, who kneeled by her, looking upon her, ſaw that (he had loft 
her colour, and looked pales and ber hand hung down ; Hereupon , being aftrighted, 
the ſtarted up, and all applied themſelves to: Miniſter help unto her, butall in vain, 
For astho ſhe had faln into a ſweet ſleep, her Soul left its carthly Manſion, and by the 
Holy Angels was tranſplanted into Abrabamr boſom. wu 
_-- Thus lived, and thus dyed this Right Honourable Lady { This Noble Woman ; This 
blefled Saint : This incomparable pattern of flaming zcal for the Glory of God, and of 


burning Chazity for the Good of Mcns and that in the aQtual exerciſe of Prayer, in . 


which duty ſhe ſo often anticipated Heaven by preguſtation, and which now wafted her 
longing Soul into the Holy of Holies, within the Vail; At the kiſs oft Gods Mouth 
( as the Hebrew Doctors ſay, that Moſes dyed) and tho not tull of years, yet full of 
wature, and ripe fruits and graces (tor ſhe had lived long in a ſhort time) when all 
men judged her worthy of more days. But God, the only unerring Judge, had made, 
and now tound her fully ripened for a better life, and therefore tranſlated her from this 
vale of Tears into his everlaſting Ki | 
- Thus ſhe faithfully ſerved and honoured God in her placc, and Generation , and 
God likewiſe honoured her, according to that promiſ: by the Prophet Samuel : ' Him 
that honours me I will bonowne, And that of our Blefſed Saviour: He that ferveth me , 
bim will my Father honour. For God gave her Riches and Honour in abundance, as 
he did to Fehoſapbat | 2 Chro,17. 5,6. | and yet her heart was not puffed up by them 3 
but lifted up under them in the ways ot the Lord. 

He gave hera Hcaven upon Earth (after ſome trembling (cruples and (hiverings } 
Mm 2 even 
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cven the bleſſed calm of a purified, pacified, ference, and well aſſured Conſcience, 
_— He gave her the fragrant perfume of an odoriferous Name , and of a bright, and 
reſplendent Reputation, 

— He gave her many dear and Cordial Friends3 faithful to her as her own Soul, to aſ- 


fiſt, Counſel , comfort, tohelp, and carry her through her greateſt difficulties, and 
molt entangled.. affairs 3 GT_ one of whom ſhe uſed often to ſay with much 
thankfulneſs, that be was @ Friend of God Almighties giving , even beyond ber own ex- 


peation, 
He gave her many great merciful deliverances: One, very like to that which Gregory 


Nazianzen inſiſts ſo largely upon, in his Funeral Oration for his Siſter Gorgonis, the 
Mules in whoſe Chariot running away, not only bruized, but brake her bones, and yet 
God miraculouſly reſtored her again. So that when the Horſes in our Ladies Coach, 
thrdwing the Coach: man out.of his ſcat, ran furiouſly away with her, God, almoſt 
miracalouſly, hung the Coach againſt a Poſt in the way, whereby he their fu- 
ry, reſcued her Lite from moſt eminent hazard, and healed the bruiſes which ſhe recei»- 


. - ved, with ſafety. This happened, July 23d, 1661. 


— He gave her a hearty Love, and affectionate eſteem of all her Neighbours, ſo that 


( with Titzs ) he might have been fitly Riled , Delicie bumani Generis: The Delight, 
and Darling of her Country. And with ſo cbecrful willingneſs did they delight to ſerve 
her, that you might have ſeen fifty brave, luſty, and gallant Teams; day: after day 
bringing in her proviſions, and that without any other invitation, than the bare know- 
ledge of the time (which alſo themſelves would diligently enquire out')-and nothing 
would grieve them more, than to be prevented of paying this Tribute:of Honorary 
reſped to her. RIDA. 


Her Juſtices _— He gave her ſuch an high eſteem for her prudent integrity, ; diſcreet; and in 


partial Fuſtice, that ſhe began| to be (tho it was an imployment notuſual to her ſex ) 
the Arbitreſs , and Umpireſs of all the Controverſies among her Neighbours : Man 
of which ſhe happily , and ſuccesfully reconciled , and . decided their quarrels, bot 
with wiſdom and equity. 

—He gave her the univerſal a tion, Love, and aUmiration of all that knew her, 
whereby that Proverb was contuted , Who hath no. Enemies bath no friends«' For cither 
ſhe had none of the former : Os ber ways ſo [pleaſed the Lord, that be made ber Enemies to be 
at peacewith ber z, For Noble and mean , Rich and Poor 3 Perſons of all degree, and 
which is more, of all perſwaſions, paid her moſt kind reſpe, honoured, and loved 
her. | 

- Finally, God prevented ber withe bleſſing of goodneſs, and Crowned her with loving kind* 
neſt, and tender mercy. He made ber glad with the light of bis Countenance, and ſatisfied 
ber as with Marrow and fatneſr, He granted the requeſts of ber lips ; and ſhut not ont ber 
Prayer from bim. 

.- He gave her time and ability todiſcharge her truſt , and to ſettle her worldly af- 
fairs with honour and fſatisfaQtion : And he gave her opportunity, ſpace, and a heart 
to recollec her ſelf, and toredeem that time, which an hurry of buſineſs had deprived 
her of, and wherein te renew her evidences for heaven. 

.— He took out the ſting of Death beforeſhecame to die, and the pains of death when - 


- ſhe dyed, and ſweetly drew up her Soul to Heaven, to be immerſed in that foelneſ7 


of Foy, and bathed in thoſe 


vers of Pleaſure which are at bis right band for ever« 
more 


of Mrs. Margaret Baxter, &c. 
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The Life and Death of Mrs, Margaret Baxter, 
tbe Wife of Mr. Richard Baxter, who died 
June 14th. Anno Chriſti. 1681, 


RS. Morgeret Bax was born in the County of Salop z Her Fathet has Her Parexzage , 


Frances ».Eſqy» who wasaccounted one of [the beſt Juſticesof the Peace 
© © in.all chat County. He was a graye;, ſober, and worthy Man :, But not Mar- 
rying till he wis-aged, dycd when his Children were very: younge | 
His Children/were three, a:Sgn and two: Daughters. He had one ſurviving Bro- 
ther, Robert, who'after the Dedwbof Francis, maintained along, coltly ſuit for 
the Guardianſhip of. his Heirz:But his Wie: apd Good Mother |. 


improve herintexeſi thereby. 1!/} {oil I 
_ Her Houſe (which was a kind of a {mall Caſtle, was made a Garriſon by the Kings 
party ; But: Robert procured it to, be be by ſome Parliament Soldiers, who took 
itby ſtorm, where the Mother and her en,.were , and {aw ſome part of their 
Houſing burnt. and ſome that were flain,; lying. dcad before, their. eyes ; And. thus 
Robert got of the'Children, But; aftes ſome time; (ſhe by her prudence and - 
watchfulneſs, {urprized them, and conveyed them. away fecxctly to one Mr. Bernard, 
in Eſex , where ſhe ſecuted them againſt | all their. Unklg's endeavours to recover 
them. * | i3. T#1*2 £4) 7 Y 
— -Thoſe unhappy Wars being ended, .and ſhe, .as Guardian, znjoying her Sons E- 
Gate, managed ic with as much prudence, car, and induſtry, asit it had been for her 
ſelf, and out of it, Conſcionably paid-her Husbands juſt debts, ,repaired. ſome. of the 
Buildings which were burnt down 3 till hex Son, Marrying, , took his Eſtate into his 
own hands; - A 09; 037 2'; 20:1 211120 
- Not long after, ſhe went to. Kederminſtyr,, jt9 Mr. Bayer, Gtho a ſtranger to her) 
Twenty miles diſtant- from hex, avd delized hjing, chere to take an, Houſe for her alone, 
His anſwer was, that he would not be guilty of doing any thing which ſhould ſeparate 
ſuch a Mother from her onlySog.z/who in his youth had, ſo much need of. her. Coun- 
ſe] and conduct : Andhat, if Paſſion in ber;;and any miſcarziage in him, had cauſed 
a difference, that love which had carrigd hex; cthraugh © much. trouble tor him ,. ſhould 
teach her with patience to bear it, rather than to; withdraw hex (elf from. him, Here - 
upon ſhe went back, yet ſhortly after returned, aud: took a Houſe her {elf without his 
knowledge, or privity. T9 5,1: *rorq1 i) 2NÞbXit2;t in 105 bodied 
_— She had not becn long there, before her. urymarried Daughtes, {ous Margaret], came 
to her, who was then about. ſeventeen, or eighteen years old, raſolving; not, to torfake 
her Mother who deſerved her deareſt Love; yet ſometimes. ;WFAT 19 Oxford, to her - 
Elder Sifier, who was Marzied there to: Ms- +Awbroſe. Opton, at that tifie a. Canon of © 
Chrift Church ;At which time; her good od. Mather lived as a bleſting among the poor, 
but honeſt Weavers of Kidderminſter , who (itho-ftrangers to hex r) yet for their pictics 
- ſake, were pretered by her beforcjthe ruffling, yanjticsof the wor | 
_-- Ia her younger days, Pride Vanity and, Romances, and ſuch like Company, were 
- hex delight, and an imprudeat: xigid Governeſs, whom her . Mother had ſet over her 
in her abſence, had done her much huzt, by poſſeſſing her, with hard thoughts againlt 
lirineſs in Religion; Yet had,ſhe ,a great Reverence, for ſome good Miaiſtcrs, .e- 


ſpecially for one Mr. Tho. Wright, ,and ſhe: thought chat ſhe was nor ſuch an one as ſhe — 


ſhould be, but ſomething better (tho ſhe knew not what the better was) nualt be fought — 
after and attained. "4. an a 
Wit 
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--- With theſe thoughts ſhe came to Kederminſter, where ſhe ſoon took ſcandal at the Pg- 
verty, and ſtri& preciſneſs of the people there, tho her great love to her Mother 
drew her among them : Here ſhe attired her ſelf incoſtly, and glittering Apparel, and 
delighted in her former Rontancer ;-But not long, after ſhe heard and underſtood what — 
thoſe bitter things were whibli the hatl thought rhult be artgined. 

Her Converſi- ——For being at Oxford, ſhe heard a; Sermon Preached by. Mr. H, Hickman, upon that - 
On. Text , Ifay. 27. 11. It is a pevpte of nb wa , therefore be that will not — 
ſave them, 8c. This wrought much upon ber the DoRring of Converſion, Prea« 
ched by Mr. Baxter, and x here? Printed by hin, in'hls Treatiſe of Converſion, - 
was received on her heart, asa Seal on the wax- Whereupon ſhe preſently fell to ſelf 
judging, frequent Reading, and Prayer , and ſerious thoughts about her preſent and — 
ture eltate. | | | = I, 
__— A Godly, and Religipis' Maid that waite uporiher, taking notice of this chit} 
and of het ſecret duties (whith! lie .conctaled' all thar poſſibly the conld;! as: was her 
practiſe al her life time, 'ths ro&her great —_— | ſhe acquainted her Mother with 
ved 
A 


J 
it , who (rho before , ly , the her laſt,” and leaſt of all: her Children) 
row began to eſttein her as her Dayting : And atther Religious Friends, and Neigh- 
bours, rejoyced much, and praiſed Gol for £6 fudden arid greata'change, -- 

__-About this titic Mr, Bixttr Preaching upoti that' Text, Rom 8; 9.0 Ths ave not it 

© the fufb bat inghe BiiH6; if ON ONE devel in you; bee. Upon which octs- 

"ſion he gave then ſtindry wheredy- ey might-kaiow whicther [hey had the 
Spirit of Chtilt or no, Theſe ſhe cartfully fer downy and amopy 2 
whicti.were' found after het deth, this was (bun ataong the reft, wherein ſhe had fot 
gown firſt the Mark, and then her ſelf-judging , and ſcli-condemning thoughts apon- 
it. And at fi ſherhbs man. Lo - berg | —_ u he 

_—It is n6w evident thatfT'dry # gracdefs perfor. things be imperfe& in <> 
© beſt; ad rm mm -wintitrg in' one -patticular thaniwan other 2 Yet whete dll 
© their coftrafies ate predbttifant (as they-#te in =y char perſdn is told by this Ser- 
© mon that He is none of Chrifts, How much doth my behaviour 4tthis tithe, make this 
* to dppear, when'T cat with an Hard heate, atnda'dry eye, atd with & fieady hatid , 
© declate my felf ac prefent an heir of 'Evcrlaſting wo'? But the longeſt day will quiekly 
© come, tho _ to put it far from me, | | : 

_— Next to this there was 2 foll paper containing the great neceffity of ſelf-judying 3 
the reaſons for it, tultshow to perform it; t e& with che due thanner thereof, e- 
ſpecially in times of dinger, -before the Lords Supper, and before we preſinhe ro make 
any conclufions abbuat our fixte of grace. © - - 
= Theſe Convictions did neither dye, nor drave her into diſpair : But, through Gods 
mercy, grew wp t6 ſcrious ctify , yetthey put her tb ſiruggle hard againft back- 
wardneſs to ſecret duties, and cauſed hef'to abandon fome vanities which the had been 
tormerly addiQcd to, | fo | = | | 
- ' Shottly after God _ ſharply RANA: w—_ a for _ her friends 
were rejoycing in her ſudden and ſignal chanyge,' ſhe was ſized upon with a Cough, and 
ſeeming; Dotiniption,s infotnuch as her frierids began to defpair of Het life, and when 
her Country Phyſitians were #t a notiplus What to do, they deſcribed her diftemper to 
Dr. Prijean, and Dr. G: Bater, w th judged that it. was 4 Conſumption, at1d both 
preſcribed the ſame Remedies, which yet prevailed nothing towards her cure 3 where- 

pon the hbiicft Weavers refolved to ſeta day apart, that by faſting arid prayer they -— 

- night eormmegd het caſe unto God; atid-fortner experictice had much encouraged thern - — 
to make uſe of that laſt rEuge;' - + 7! © : « — 

_— For they had lately prafed for one that was judged to be poſſeſſed, who was ſudden- 
ly freed. ' Alſo for theit Pafior, Mr. Baxter in #dangerons ilneſs, and he had fpetdy 
help. He hadlately (ſwallowed a Gold-buller, and it todped long ini his bowels, aid 
by no means would come away, till theythet to faſt and pray, and that very morning it 
came away. A young tidh that fell into+a' violent | Epilepſy, and after great means 
uſed fora long time, remained urcuted, they fer to faliing and prayer: (he being pre- 
ſent) and the ſecond day he was ſuddainily cured and vever had fit after. In all theſe 
duties there was no Miniſter with their : But that day that they met to pray for Mrs. 
Margaret Charleton, Mr. Baxter was with ther, and Compaſſion to her made them ex- 
traordinary fervent, and'God Heard them , and ſhe was ſpeedily delivered; cicher with- 

out means, or by an undeligaed , and unexpected means. For , without any adviſe 
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of hcr own accord, ſhe drank a large quantity of Syrzp of Violets, and the nexe morn+ 
ing her Noſe bled (waich was altogether unuſual) and her Lungs were cleered, her 
pulſe amended, or Cough abated, and her health ſoon after was reſtored, 

— She was naturally ot a tender, and timerous nature, which was heightned by the 
ſharp work of Repentance, under which ſhe Kill Jay, which the by concealing, made 
more burdenſome. 

_—- Not long after her recovery, her Mother invited all thoſe that had ſo praye4 for her, 
to keepa day of Thankſgiving tor her ſignal D-liverance, And ſhe being asked, whar 
things in particular ſhe would have them give Thanks tor in her bckalf? She, bzfore 
they began, gave them in a Paper, what her defires were upon that accoun:. 

Alſo the ſame Day ſhe left under her hand in Writing a Paper, containing the renewal 
of her Covenant with God, wherein ſhe thus Writes. INE 

This being a day (et apart for returning Thanks unto God for his Mcrzy in delive- 
ring me from the Gates of death, theſe people being thoſe that have carneſtly ſuppli- 
cated the Throne of Grace on my bchalf; IT here now renew my Covenant With Al- 
mighty God, and reſolve by his Grace, to endeavour. to get, and keep a freſh ſenſe of 
his mercy upon my ſoul, and alſo a greater ſenſe of my Sias, I reſolve to fer my felt, a- 


gainlt my Sins with all my might, and not to rake its part,or to cxtenuate it, or to 
keep the Devils Counſel, as I have done, to the wronging of. God and wounding of my 


own ſoul. 1 retolve-(by Gods aſſiſtance) to ſer upon the practice of knowndutics, and 
not to fiudyſhifts, and evalions to pur off thoſe, which arc cither troubleſome, charg- 
able, or like to render medilhonouzable, or vile in the Eyes of the carnal Perſons of the 
World: And then ſhe (ct down the confiderations, and reaſons that moyed her here- 
unto, which for brevity-ſake, I oipit : And conclude thus. | : 
— April 10th. On Thurſday night at Twelve ot the Clock at Night” A Day and Night 
never to be forgotten by the leaſt of all Gods Mercics ; yea, leſs than the leaſt, Thy 
Unworthy, Onthankful, Hard+hearted Creature, 


M. Charlton. 


__—— Yet the continued under great fears that ſhe had not ſaving,Grace, becauſe ſhe had 
not that degree of holy affections which her ſoul longed after. Hereupon ſome of her 
Friends Wrote Conlolatory Letters to her, which ſhe kept by her, and tranſcribed, | 
tor her uſe and ſupport, , 

What her ſtriving againſt fear and ſorrows were, ſhe expreſſed in a Paper under her 
hand, in theſe words, 
© April 34. The (adder my Condition is, the greater the mercy is that I am yet alive. 
© Why then ſhould I not give God Thanks for that, and beg the reſt which yer I want ? 
* And though my Life {cems a burden to me ſometimes, it 15 my great miltakes For the 
© prcateſt Afflictions are nothing to Hell Torments. Were they as great as ever any 
© were, While Lam alive, and on this fide Eternity, there is hope. The time of Grace is 
© yercontinued 2 If I be found in Mercies way, I know not but God may yet be Gracious, 
* and give in my ſoul as he hath done my Life, at his peoples Prayers. For I cannot but 
© look onmy Lifeas an Anſwer of their Prayers : And ſurcly they deſtred my Lite only 
(that I might live toGod I deſired it my ſelf -on no other terms. | 
——* It was my carneſt requett that I might not live, it not to him. Why then ſhould I 
© be perſwaded by Satan to think, that God wil) not give me Grace as well as Lite ? 
© May lnot rather be encouraged with Paticace to wait for further Mercy ? It is a 
© Mercy that I am in any mcafure ſenſible of my danger, and have any deſire to be holy. 
©1 will therefore ftir up my ſoul to Thankfulneſs, and to be humbled that caa be no 
© more Thankful. T will acknowledg the Mercy that I have received, and the probabi- 
*lity of future Mercies, And this (by Gods affiftance) the Devil ſhall not hinder me 
©*from doing, | , | 
"An other Paper ſhewed what Reſolutions ſhe took up after her Recovery,whereot 
I will only give you brict hint. _ 
__. * December 3oth. ( (aith ſhe) was my worſt day: I little then thought that I ſhould 
c Recover, But Fanuary 1ft. being New-years Day, my Noſe bled largely, after which 
e lamended, fo that April 1cth. wasaday of Fhankſgiving for me, &c. _, 
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During, the time of her Sickneſs, an honeſt Kinſman of hers, Mr. Eleazor Careſipel! 
© of Shefnall in Shropſhire, made this Anagram on her Name, and Verſes upon it, 


MARGARET CHARLTON 


ANAGRAM, 


Arm to later change. 


He prudent ſoul refin'd from Earth, doth |To thoſe bigh, glorious Regions, whereas 


ever 


e 


rm to her later change, and fears it never. With Chriſt, and bleſſed Souls ſhall ever be, 


hoſe glittering Monarchs, who 
manY- ge 


This Ball, ſhall by Deaths impartial Hand 
Put out, and doow'd to an eternal State, 
(No mortal ſinner can decline this F ate) 
Death conquers $cepter-ſwaying Kings 3 but 1 
Shall conquer death, being now Arm'd to dy. 
Arm ſoul for this one change, and wed thy 
Leart | 
To Chrift, and then no death ſhall ever par! 
Tour joyned ſouls , And thou, becauſe that he 
Hath Life, of life ſhall ftill poſſeſſed be 
Death will but this ſnarPd knot of life untie 
To mnite ſouls in a more bleſſed tie. 
IV ben F aith, renewing Grace, repenting Tears, 
Hath clear'd the' ſoul from filth, and ſhe ap» 
ars 
Uihoned, Holy . Pure, inveſted in 
Chriſts Milk white ſnowy Robes, quite freed 
*' from ſm, 
IWholly delivered from this fleſhly thrall, 
And Hells black, Monarch, and adoyn'd with 
all 
God s perfett Grace : Triumphantly theſe ſing, 
Death, and Hell conquer'd are by Chriſt our 
King. 
Faith, Hope, and Love, ſuch ſouls now for- 
tifie, 
And armed thus why ſhonld we fear to die? 
Thongh death divorce thoſe long acquainted 
Friends, 


And lodg Earth in the Earth, the ſoul aſcends 


ſeem to com- oul-troubling fin ſhall then moleſt nn more, 


ich clog'd, which wounded ber ſq long be« 
ore. 

M ſouls go fetter'd bere with fleſh, and ſin, 

Death doth her great deliverance begin 

Thy ſoul renew'd by Grace ſhall quickly ſee 

_ bleſ a change that day will bring to 
tree: 

Death ſhall thoſe weeping Eyes dry up, and 
cloſe, 

And pained weary fleſh to reft repoſe: 

The Grave will be a ſafe and quiet Bed, 

To'that frail body when the ſoul is fled. 

This aking bead ſhall there be laid toreft, 

Whilſt thy glad ſoul of Gloryis poſſeſt. 

As baniſht griefs end in that quiet ſleep z | 

Thy duſt is boly, it thy Lord will keep 

Till the laſt Trumpet ; and he ſhall raiſe 

The Fuſt, and Unjuſt at the laſt of dayes, 

Then the refined body ſhall again 

Its late diſlodged ſoul re-intertain. 

And remnited chant well-tnned laies 

Unto the Limb, whoſe ſoul-enamouring raies 

| Shall raviſh Saints with bleſſed, perfet joy, 

Freed from whatever would their reſt annoy : 

m__ they with flaming Love, and pleaſure 
ing 

Holy melodious Praiſe to God their King, 

Riſe then my ſoul : Thy thoughts from Earth 

range, 

The firſt is wrought : Arm to thy later 

change. 


__2- The Soul whilſt it is in the body, works much according to the bodies temper and 


diſpoſition, She was of an extraordinary 


ſharp and piercing Wit. She had natural 


reſervedneſs, and ſecrecy, which wasencreaſed by her judging it neceſſary Prudence not 
to be open, by which means ſhe was oft-times miſunderitood, even by her neareſt friends, 
and diſappointed by thoſe whoſe intent was to pleaſe her. And as ſhe could underſtand 
others much by their looks and hints, fo ſhe expected that all ſhouid know her mind 
without her cxpreſhiog of it : but this bred truſtrations and diſcontents. She had a 
natural tenderneſs, and troubledneſs of mind upon the crofling of her jult deſires. Too 
quick, and ungovernable a ſenſe -of diſplealing words and deeds, 

_ + She had a diſeaſed, unreſiſtible timorouſnels, and to encreaſe it, ſhe ſaid, ſhe was four 


times in da 
thers houſe 


ager ot deaths once by the ſmall Pox : And.the more to encreaſe it, her Mos 
{ AplyCaftle] beinga Garriſon for the King, was ſtormed whilſt ſhe was in it, 


by the Parliament Soldiers, taken, part of the houſhing burnt down, dead bodics lying 


= 
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b:fore their Eyes, and themſelves ſtript of their Apparel, that they were enforced to 


borrow other, The great work upon her ſoul in her Converſion, which moved all her 
paiſions. Add to thele her dangerous ſickneſs, wherein (he received the Sentence of 
death, which to ſo young a Convert muſt needs be a very awakening Provideace, and 
coming upon her before ſhe had attained any aſſurance, did the more increaſe her 
Fears. | 

—— Thus living by the Church+yard fide , ſhe ſawalfo all the Corpſes that were broughe to 
burial, and kept a dead mans Skul in her Cloſet, and the uſe of ſuch mortifying ſp:&1- 
cles, they increaſed her fad diſpolitions. 

_— Beſide, the extraordinary Love ſhe had to her Morher did increaſe her grief, when ſhe 
expected death ;| And all was much increaſed by her Wiſdom, whereby ſhe ſo Riflcd 
all appearances of it, that it wrought the more inwardly, becauſe it wanted vent. 

_— She had alſo keen Spirits, and their ſharp blood, which cauſed much Head ach once 
a Month, and many times oftner, from the Age of fifteen or ſixteen years : All which 
together, tended much to hinder her from a quiet and comfortable temper : All the 0- 
perations of her ſoul were intenſe and ſtrong 3 and when God ſhewed her what Holi. 
nels was, ſhe expetcd to haveit preſently in as great a meaſure as the higheſt Saint doth 
here attain untoz And becauſe ſhe had not fo much as ſhe defired, and would fain have 
had, ſhe concluded that ſhe had none in ſincerity. 

-——The firſt diſcovery of her change to her Mother and Friends, was her fervent Prayers 
in ſecret, For living in a great Houſe, whereof the middle part was ruined in the time 
of our Wars, ſhe choſe her a Cloſet in the farther end of that Houſe, where ſhe thoughe 
that none could” hear her 3 yet ſome did over-hear, who ſaid, that they never heard ſuch 
fervent Prayes from any Perfon. | 

_— AnnoChriſli 1662. September the 1oth, Mr. Richard Baxter and ſhe were married toge- 
ther in Saint Bennet Fixk-Church, London, having been contractcd before in the preſence 
of ſome Chriſtian Friends : But before their Marriage theſe conditions wete concluded 
upon,-þ Fir}, that Mr» Baxter ſhould have nothing that before Marriage was hers, that 
ſohe(who wanted no outward appr) might not ſo much as ſeem to marry her for 
Covetouſneſs, - Secondly, That ſhe ſhould fo order her affairs, that he might not be en- 
tangled in any Law ſuits about che ſame, _-Thirdly, That ſhe ſhould expeR none of his 
time, which his Minifſtireal imployment ſhould call for. 

— After her Marriage her ſadnefs and melancholy vaniſhed away, for Adviſe and Coun- 
ſel contributed towards the cure of it, as did content, and imployment about Houſhold 
Afﬀairsz And with'her Husband ſhe lived in inviolable Love, and mutual complacency : 
For nineteen years after their Marriage, there was never any breach, cither in point of 
love, or intereſt, ſave only that (he fornewhat grudged that he had perſwaded her for 
qQuietneſs ſake to Surrender ſo much of her Eſtate, as diſabled her from helping others. 
according to her carneſt defire, ; 

_ But that it was not from any covetous deſire, may appear by thefe inſtances. _ . » 

_ Firſt, whereas her Portion (which was two Thouſand pounds) beſide what was fo 
ſetled as is mentioned before, fhe had in her Mothers life time, loſt two hundred pounds, 
and two hundred pounds more before her Marriage, by ill debtors, yet did ſhe never 
complain, or grudg at the loſs which was occaſioned by poor debtors. 

__- Secondly, She knew before that the Lord Chancellor that then was, had profered, 
her Husband a Biſhoprick, which would have ſtopped the Mouths of ſome of her Rela- 
tions, who thought ſhe undervalued her ſelf by matching ſo low, and alſo might have 
been deſirable asto the Wealth and Honor accompanying it ; Yet was ſhe i far from 
perſwading to embrace and accept of it, that probably had hedone, it would mueh have 
weakned her love; and eſteem of him, though ſhe had no prejudice againſt Epiſcopal Go» 
vernment, For ſhe abhorred a worldly, mercenary mind in a Miniſter of Jeſs Chriſt. 

Thirdly, Another trial of her affections to Wealth and Honor was, at the fatal time 
when her Husband, and ſo many hundreds of otherGodly, Learned and painful Mini- 
fiers were caſt out of their Places, and hopes of Eccleſiaſtical maintenance 3 expoſed to 
ſcorns, and reproach, whereof her Husband had already ſome ſenſe and feeling, 
when the Biſhopof Wincheſter before that, hadforbid him to Preach, and the Biſhop him- 
ſelf, his Dean, and many others had Preached fiercely againſt him in his own Pulpitin 
Kederminſter. So that to chooſe an cjected Miniſter at fuch a time, was to expols her 
felf to certain ſuffering, which in-proſpec, had no end on this fide death. 

Among other troubles which her Marriage cxpoled hero, one was their frequent - 
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movals unto which they were necelhated : And ſuch as have experimented what it is 
— to take Houſes, to be bound to Landlords, to fit, and furniſh them, cannot but be (cu. 
ſible both of the charge, and trouble of it, 
__ The firſt Houſe they took was in Morefields, from thence they removed to an other 
at Afion : And after that, to an other in that Town, and: ſoon they were neceſſitated 
to return to one of the former again. And after that to diverſe others, in an other . 
place and Country, wherein the greateſt trouble is incurmbent upon the Miſtreſs of 
the Family, rf q | 

> Wet mu came to any place, but ſhe did exceedingly win upon the affeQions of the 
Inhabitants, and Neighbourhood, It ſhe had had ſo much of this worlds wealth, as ſhe 
had a heart to improve it for the good of others, how much love would ſhe have gained 

' when (ke had it in ſo eminent a manner in her low, and meaner condition ? 

Her deportment and carrigge won her more Honor, and Love, than her Liberality. 
She could not endure to hear any one give to an other, ſower, bitter, or haſty words : 
Her own Carriage Was always kind,' courteous, and loving toall with whom ſhe con- 
verſed. - 6+ Lg 

_— And all her kindneſs tended to a better end, than barely to fupply peoples bodily 
wants, even to oblige them to ſome duty that mighe promote the good of their Souls; 
or to deliver them from ſome fireights, which filPd them with noi cares, which 
became matter of great Temptation to ther It the could hire People to hear Gods 
Word, from C onformifts, or from Non-Conformift, it anſwered her end and defire, and 

many Hundredot good Bogks the gave to the poor for that end. 

Whilſt they lived at AGon, her carriage and Charity ſo won the People there, 

that ſhe had the Love, and cficem of all, And ſhe being carneftly deſirous of doing, 
good, fitted, ard prepared her Houle for the entertainment of fuch as would come in 
to be inſirufted by hex Husband, between the publick Morning and Evening Exer- 
ciſcs, and after them. And people that had never enjoyed ſuch opportunities, tho 
many of them were qecounted worldly, ignorant Perſons, yet gave great hopes of 
their Edification and Reformation, and would accompany Mr. Baxter, and his Fa« 
mily to the publick. And after - Mr. Baxters removal, this People hearing that -he 
wanted a Houſe, being Ten Miles from them, they Unanimouſly ſubſcribed a r 
to him, to return to his former Houſe, offering very kindly to pay- his Rent if he 
would come among them again. Surcly his Wives carriage did much contribute to» 
wards the winning upon them. 
_— When Mr. Baxter was carried from Aon to the Common Godl, for this Infirad- 
ing of them, he never perceived his Wife to be troubled at it, but chearfully went with 
him into Priſon, brought her belt bed with her, and did much to remove the remov- 
able inconveniences of the Priſon: And intruth did never live a more pleaſant Life 
than when ſhe continued there. And whereas people upon ſuch occaſions were not 
unapt tolſhew their liberality, it was much againſt her mind to receive more from them 
than neceſſity required. Only three Perſons gave them juſt ſo much as paid Lawyers, 
and the Priſon charges, and when one offered more, ſhe refuſed to receive it, But 
all was far ſhort ot the great charges of their remoyal to an other Habitation. 

About this time the Parliament made a New and ſharper A& againſt Dif. 

 ſenters, whereupon Mr.: Baxter was forced to remove into an other County, atid his 

Wife removed ſuch Goods as were moveable, from Afton to Totteridge, yet ftill they 
were engaged for that Rent of "the Houſe which they were driven from. 's ot 

| ——At Totteridge few poor people ſuffered ſuch hardſhip as ſhe was put to : They could 

have no houfe but partof a poor Farmers, where the Chimmies did (moak fo extreams 
ly, as was very prejudicial to her health ; For the ſmoak was fo grofs, that it almott 
choaked them : And ſhehad ever a great firaitnes in her Lungs, which occaſioned 
the ſmoak to be the more offenſive to her. Yet ſuch was her Charity to her poor 

Land-Lady, that ſhe placed out her Son an Apprentice , who afterwards lived 

wcll. 

—After ſome time they took an other Houſe to which they removed, yetit wanted 

ſuch great alterations, and reparations, as took her up much time and labor 3 Which 

yet was much alleviated by the coming, and Company of Mr. Corbet, and his Wife, 
who about that time came tolive with them. 

— When the Kings gracious Declaration came forth, which gave to Non-Conformiſts 

Licenſes to Preach, and to build places to meet in : She difliyaded her Hushband from 

removing 
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removing to London till others were ſettled, left he ſhould anticipate them, or draw 
avy Auditors , wao otherwiſe would joyn with others, eſpecially with their old eject « 

ed Paſtors: But when others were ſetled, ſhe than importuned him to go tor the 
exerciſe of his Miniſtry, 

— When they were going to London, out of a tender carc of her Husbands Health, which 
might b2 prejudiced by waat of a good Air, ſhe ſought out and took a moſt pleaſant 
= —_— Houſe in Southampton Square, where they continued, and in which 

e dyed, 

_— Ar her firſt Converſon, and in the time of her ſickneſs, ſhe wholly devoted her (elf 
and all that the had to God, and earnclily ſet her ſelf to perform thoſe reſolutions all _ 
her life after, Ar tirſt ſhe gave but the Tenthof her Income tothe Poor : Bur her ' 
Husband foon convinced her that God was not to be fiinted, butas all was his, fo all 
mult be uſed, for him, and to him we mult give an account of all: Only we mutt do = 
ir in his appoinced order : As bY 
.- 1. For our own natural neceſſities. 2,-For publick neceſſities. 3, For theneceſſities 
of Children, Family, and near Relations. 4.,For the Godly poor. 5--Then for the 
nec#ihties of the common poor. - And laſtly for conveniences. As for her private Charity 
which was great, its thought fit not to make mention of it , but to conceal ir till 
that day wherein it (ball be Proclaimed before all the world. 

—- She was carnefily defirous of winning of Souls, and of the utmoſt improvement of 
Miniſters labours, tothat end. We heard before how ſhe promoted, and encouraged it 
at Afton, and Totteridge out of Church time: Angd after her coming to London, ſhe — 
feared that her Husband was too backward in ſeeking out imployment, fiaying till he — 
was called : And molt of the places in London b:ing well ſupplyed, ſhe queſtioned her - 
Husband, what place he moſt deſired to beſtow. his pains in ? He anſwered, in Saint — 
Martins Pariſh, where it was fayd, that their were forty Thouſand Perſons more than - 
could come into the Church, eſpecially among the new buldings in Saint Famer's, — 
where many of the Inhabitants live like the Indians in America, having: heard no — 
Sermon for many years. 

-— Having heard this (unknown to her Husband) he laid out to find a large and capa- 
cious Room, for him to Preach in 3 but none could be found, ſave diverſe Roows laid 
together over the Market - Houſe ', This ſhe imployed a Friend to take, which he did. 

And they two importuned Mr. Baxter to Preach there every Morning; and in the 
Afternoon to get by turns the ableſt Miniſters, whom they could procuxe in Londen : 
And for that end ſhe {evt for a Miniſter that lived an Hundred Miles off, to come and 
help her Husband, to whom ſhe-engaged her ſelf to give him forty paund per annum, 
to go from day to day to ſupply the places of ſuch. Miniſters as ſhould be {> gotten as 
afore. The charge of this, beſides paying a Clerk, anda Woman to look to the ſeats, 
roſe high : part of it thepeople, the relt, ſhe paid her (elf. | 
--From this place the Lord was pleaſed cre toremove them by a ſtrange, and al- 
moſt a miraculous Providence, -The Root of the Houſe was of a valt weighe, and was 
ill contrived, the weight lying much upon one beam in the midſt of the floor. The 
Place being greatly crouded, the beam gave ſo'great a crack as put all the People 
into.a great fright But a ſecond crack, ict them all a running, and erying out at 
Windows for Ladders. Mr. Baxter reproved them for their inordinate fears, and 
would have gone on Preaching. . 

_—Upon hearing the firſt crack Mrs. Baxter got down the fairs through the Croud, 
where others could not get that were far ſironger. Being down, the firſt Man ſhe 
met, ſhe asked him what Profeſſion he was of 2 -He aniwered, a Carpenter, . Sayd ſhe, 
Can you ſuqdenly put a prop under the middle of this beam ? The Man lived hatd by, had 
a prop ready, ſuddenly put it under , while all above knew nothing of it,  'But the 
Mans knocking encreafed the peoples fears andery, fo that all were glad to be gones — 
The next Morning, they took a Skilful Workman to take up the boards, and ſearch < 
being made, they all ſaw, that the beam had two great. Rents 4n it, longand wide, — 
and. that the ſound part which was left, was fo ſlender, that. it was a wonderful Pro- 
vidence that the Houſe fell not ſuddainly. ; , 
This Providence increaſed Mrs. Baxters diſeaſed -frightfulne(s, and ſhe could never — 

get off the effects of it ſo long as ſhe- lived. The fear, and the marvelous deliverance - 

made her promiſe to'God two things. , 4 OR 

-Firſt, To keep the Anniverſary memorial of it by a ſolemn Thanksgiving, which the 

did all her like after. Non 2 ; Sceondly, 


— 
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movals unto which they were necelated : And ſuch as have experimented what it is 


— to take Houſes, to be bound to Landlords, to fit, and furniſh them, cannot but be (cu. 


ſible both of the charge, and trouble of it, 

The firſt Houſe they took was in Morefields, from thence they removed to an other 
at. Aion : And after that, to an other in that Town, and: ſoon they were neceſſitated 
to return to one of the former again. And after that to diverſe others, in an other 
place and Country, wherein the greateſt trouble is incumbent upon the Miſtreſs of 
the Family. 


_— She never came to any place, but ſhe did exceedingly win upon the affe&ions of the 


Inhabitants, and Neighbourhood. If ſhe had had fo much of this worlds wealth, as ſhe 
had a heart to improve it for the good of others, how rtnuch love would ſhe have gained 


- when (ke had it in ſo eminent a manner in her low, and meaner condition ? 
Her deportment and carriage won hex more Honor, and Love, than her Libergity. 


She could not endure to hear any one give to an other, ſower, bitter, or haſty words : 
Her own Carriage Was always kind,' courteous, and loving toall with whom ſhe con- 
verſed. | ; | 


__- And all her kindneſs tended to a better end, than barely to fupply peoples bodily 


wants, even to oblige them to ſome duty that might promote the good of their Souls 3 
or to deliver them from ſome fireights, which filPd chem with noi cares, which 
became matter of great Temptation to thems It the could hire People to-hear Gods 
Word, from C enformiſts, or trom Non-Conformift, it an{wered her end and defire, and 
many Hundred of good Bogks the gave to the poor for that end. 


Whilſt they lived at Aon, her carriage and Charity ſo won the People there, 


that ſhe had the Love, and cſicem of all, And ſhe being carneftly deſirous of doing, 
good, fitted, and prepared her Houle for the entertainment of ſuch as would come in 
to be inſtructed by her Husband, between the publick Morning and Evening Exer- 
ciſcs, aud after them. And people that had never enjoyed fuch opportunities, thb 
many of them were accounted worldly, ignorant Perſons, yet gave great hopes of 
their Edification and Refoxrnation, and would accompany - Mr, Baxter, and his Fa. 
mily tothe publick. And after - Mr. Baxters removal, this People hearing that -he 
wanted a Houſe, being Ten Miles from them, they Unanimouſly ſubſcribed a requeſt 
to him, to return to his former Houſe, offering very kindly to pay- his Rent if he 


would come among them again. Surcly his Wives carriage did much contribute to- 
wards the winning upon them. 


— When Mr. Baxter was carried from Adon to the Common God!, for this Infirae- 


ing of them, he never perceived his Wife to be troubled at it, but chearfully went witch 
him into Priſon, brought her beſt bed with her, and did much to remove the remov=- 
able inconveniences of the Priſon: And intruth did never live a more pleaſant Life 
than when ſhe continued there. And whereas people upon ſuch occaſions were not 
uaapt toſhew their liberality, it was much againſt her mind to receive more from them 


than neceflity required. Only three — them juſt ſo much as paid Lawyers, 
and the Priſon charges, and when one offered more, the refuſed to receive it. But 


all was far ſhort ot the great charges of their removal to an other Habitation. 


_About this time the Parliament made a New and ſharper 4& againſt Dif. 


ſenters, whereupon Mr.: Baxter was forced to remove into an other County, and his 
Wife removed ſuch Goods as were moveable, from Afton to Totteridge, yet ftill they 
were engagcd for that Rent of "the Houſe which they were driven from. = 


| ——At Totteridge few poor people ſuffered ſuch hardſhip as ſhe was put to : They could 


have no houſe but partof a poor Farmers, where the Chinmies did ſmoak fo extream» 
ly, as was very prejudicial to her health : For the ſmoak was {o.grofs, that it almoſt 
choaked them : And ſhehad ever a great firaitnes inher Lungs, which occaſioned 
the ſmoak to be the more offenſive to her. Yet ſuch was her Charity to her poor 
Land-Lady, that ſhe placed out her Son an Apptentic: , who afterwards lived. 
wcll. 

-—After ſome time they took an other Houſe to which they removed, yetit wanted 
ſuch great alterations, and reparations, as took her up much time and labor 3 Which 
yet was much alleviated by the coming, and Company of Mr. Corber, and his Wife, 
who about that time came tolive with them, 

— When the Kings gracious Declaration came forth, which gave to Non-Conformifts 
Licenſes to Preach, and to build places to meet in : She difliyaded her Hushand from 


removing, 
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removing to London till others were ſettled, left he ſhould anticipate them, or draw 
avy Auditors , wio otherwiſe would joyn with others, eſpecially with their old eject - 
ed Paſtors: But when others were ſetled, ſhe than importuned him to go tor the 
exerciſe of his Miniſtry, 

— When they were going to London, out of a tender carcof her Husbands Health, which 
might b2 prejudiced by waat of a good Air, ſhe ſought out and took a moſt pleaſanc 
_ Sn Houſe in Southampton Square, where they continued, and in which 

e dyed, 

- Art her firſt Converſon, and in the time of her ſickneſs, ſhe wholly devoted her (elf 
and all that the had to God, and earneſtly ſet her ſelf to perform thoſe reſolutions all 
her life after, Art tirſt ſhe gave but the Tenthof her Income tothe Poor : But her 
Husband ſoon convinced her that God was not to be (tinted, but as all was his, fo all 
mult be uſed, for him, and to him we mutt give an account of all: Only we mult do 
ic in his appoinced order : As _ 

_- 1. For our own natural neceſhties. 2,-For publick neceſſities. 3,_For theneceſſities 
of Children, Family, and near Relations. 4.,For the Godly poor. 5--Then for the 
nec#hties of the common poor. And laſtly for conveniences. As for her private Charity 
which was great, its thought fit not to make mention of it , but to conceal it till 
that day wherein it ſball be Proclaimed before all the world. 

— She was earneſtly defirous of winning of Souls, and of the utmoſt improvement of 
Miniſters labours, rothat end. We heard before how ſhe promoted, and encouraged it 
at Afton, and Totteridge out of Church time: And after her coming to London, the — 
feared that her Husband was too backward in ſeeking out imployment, fiaying till he —- 
was called : And molt of the places in London b:ing well (upplyed, ſhe queſtioned hee - 
Husband, what place he moſt deſired to beſtow. his painsin ? He anſwered, in Saint — 
Martins Pariſh, where it was fſayd, that their were forty Thouſand Perſons more than = 
could come into the Church, eſpecially among the new buldings in Saint Famers, - 
where many of the Inhabitants live like the Indians in America, having heard no — 
Sermon for many years. 

-— Having heard this (unknown to her Husband) ſhe laid out to find a large and capa- 
cious Room, for him to Preach in 3 but none could be found, fave diverſe Rooms laid 
together over the Market - Houſe '; This ſhe imployed a Friend to take, which he/did. 
And they two importuned Mr. Baxter to Preach there every Morning; and in the 
Afternoon to get by turns the ableſt Miniſters, whom they cauld procure in Londea : 
And for that end ſhe {cept for a Miniſter that lived an Hundred Miles off, to come and 
help her Husband, to whom ſhe-engaged her ſelf togive him forty paund per annem, 
to go from day to day to ſupply the places of ſuch. Miniſters as ſhould be {o gotten as 
afore. The charge of this, beſides paying a Clerk, anda Woman to look tothe ſeats, 
roſe high : part ot it the people, the relt, ſhe paid her elf. 

- From this place the Lord was pleaſed ere toremove them by a ſtrange, and al- 
molt a miraculous Providence, -The Root of the Houſe was of a valt weight, and was 
ill contrived, the weight lying much upon one beam in the midſt of the floor. The 
Place being greatly crouded, the beam gave fſo'ygreat. a crack as put all the People 
into.a great fright 3 But a ſecond crack, ict them all a running, and erying out at 
Windows for Ladders. Mr. Baxter reproved them for their inordinate fears, and 
would have gone on Preaching. | ik 
_—Upon hearing the firſt crack Mrs. Baxter got down the fairs through the Croud, 
where others could not get that were far fironger.' Being down, the firlt Man ſhe 
met, ſhe asked him what Profeſſion he was of 2 -He aniwered, a Carpenter, . Sayd ſhe, 
Can you ſuqdenly put a prop nnder the middle of this beam ? The Man lived hatd. by, had 
a prop ready, ſuddenly put it under , while all above knew nothing of it,  'But the 
Mans knocking encreafed the peoples fears andery, fo that all were glad to be gones — 
The next Morning, they took a Skilful Workman to take up the boards, and {carch how 
being made, they all ſaw, that the beam had two great. Rents 4n it, longand wide, — 
and- that the ſound part which was left, was fo . that it was a wonderful Pro» 
vidence that the Houſe fell not ſuddainly. | FA 
This Providence increaſed Mrs. Baxters diſeaſed frightfulneſs, and ſhe could never — 
get off the effects of it ſolong as ſhe- lived. The fear, and the marvelous deliverance — 
made her promiſe to'God rwo things. -'1f ON. 

-Firſt, To keep the Anniverſary memorial of it by a ſolemn Thanksgiving, which ſhe 
did all her lite atter. Nan 2 Secondly, 
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_--Secondly, To build a fironger place, where they might meet with leſs fear and 
danger. And ſhe wasthe deeplier affedted with this danger becaufe ſhe was the per- 
ſon that took the place, and occaſioned their coming thither : And if eight Hundred 
Perſons had there been maimed or loſt their lives, (as the Papifts were ſerved at Blacks 
Fryers) what adreadful thing would it have been; and whata greivous and publick 
ſcandal? 

_. Mrs. Baxter according to her promiſe, paid for the place, and preſently imployed 
one to ſeek out a fit Ground, and to build an houſe upon it : But there was no fit 
ground near it, ſave in two places, of which one was in Oxendon ftreet, which could 
not be had except ſhe would give Thirty pounds per annum, Ground -Rent , and to 
be at all the charge of building, and all but for a Leaſe, which yet was not long, 

--To perform hcr promiſe, and delire,ſhe imployed a friend to take it, and by requeſt, 
procured atnong her Friends Mony wherewith to build it inthe form of a Chappel : 
And, by ill adviſe was perſwaded alſo to take the Front ground to the Street, and to 
build two little Hoaſes upon it, to their great loſs3 all her owa mony, and much more, 
being laid out- apon them, againſt her inclination. ; . 

_ — When the Chappel was finiſhed, Mr. Baxter Preached but one day in it, being to go 
on the Morrow into the Country : And it fo fell out, that Mr. Secretary H. Coventry's 
Houſe was on the backlide of it, who reſolved that they (bould not fettle fo near him» 

And accordingly, the next Lords Day, (Mr- Baxter being from home, and having lett 
his Wife behind him,) ſhe procured one Mr. Siddon, a itranger, newly come up to 
London (an humble, pious Man, who had ſuffered Imprifonment under Oliver, for be- 
ing for the Kings Reſtauration at the rifing of Sir George Booth ) to Preach in that 
place : But Secretary Coventry, thinking that Mr- Baxter would Preach, had gotthree 
Fuſtices, with a Warrant, to apprehend him, and to ſend him to the Goal : But this 
ttorm fell upon Mr. Siddox : Yet after ſome time of his Impriſonment, the Warrant 
being againſt Mr. Baxter, and having ſome other flaws in it, he had an Habeas Corpus, 
and by the Juſtice of the Lord Chief Juſtice Hale, and ſome other Judges, he was re- 
leaſed : But he being a tender Man, and Mrs, Baxter very ſenſible that ſhe was the oc- 
cafion of histroubles, the burden lay upon her to maintain, viſit, and chear him up, to 
pay the Lawyers, and his Priſon Fees, all which coſt her about twenty pounds, 

__ When Mrs. Baxter found that ſhe could not keep up-Preaching in that place,which ac» 
cording to promiſe, ſhe had prepared for it, ſhe was glad that Dr. Lloyd, and his Pariſhi- 
oners would accept of it for the place of their publick worſhip, asking them no more 
Rent than ſhe was to pay for the ground, and the Room over it for a Veltry, demand- 
ing nothing for all the money laid out for the building : Yet the purchaſe of the Fee 

ſimple tor the Ground on which the Chappel was built, coſt Mr. Baxter two hundred 
pounds, and two hundred mors for the Ground adjoining, to his great loſs. 

___—Yet fo much was her heart ſet to help the poor ——_ Pcople about S., James's, that 

ſhe ſet up a School there to teach Children to read; and learn the Catechiſm, and alſo re- 
lieved an honeſt poof man-who taught them, who had a Wite, and many Children { Mr. 

Bruce ] and no other means to relieve them, And ſhe would fain have ſet up more, it her 

Purſe would haveheld out, For thisſhe begged a while of her good Friends, and when 
after ſome time, they ſeemed to grow weary, ſhe paid him (ix pounds a year, molily out 
of her own Purſe, fo long as ſhelived. 

— When ſhe found that her Husband could not make uſe of the Chappel which ſhe had 
buile,ſhe preſently hired another that was near,and ready built for gain, in Swallow. Street, 
that the poor People, where her Husband had begun, with conſiderable ſucceſs, might 
Nill be inſtructed : But when he had continued there a while, he was kept out by ſgme 
Officers, who ſtood at the door, with a Juſtice's Warrant, fox many Months together.Up= 
on'this ſhe ceferred-it to divers = Minifiers,tochuſe ſuch an one as would better be en- 
durcd than her Husband. - And a faithful, paintul, ſel-denying man was pitched upon, 
who hath-done much goodthere. ' 

.-When Mr. Baxter was driven from the place, her deſire was that he ſhould go each 
Lords day to Preach to a: egation of poor people there. And when Dr. Mantons 
place in Covent Garden was void, ſhe deſired him to Preach once aday there, becauſe be- 
Ing, _ many of the poor of Saint Jamer's might come thither, . which they did ac- 

[ ng Y. - 

- She alſo procured from her Friends, moncy, wherewith to build another con- 

venkent Chappel, for an other Miniſter, among a numerous people, where much 

good 


A 
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Bood was, and is ſtill done, and ſhe promoted the building of two or three more fuck 


Places. 


_— She was much troubled to ſee the publick Colle&ions, which were made for the Mi. 
niſters, and to pay the Rent for their Meeting houſes, as ſounding ill, and being alſo pre- 
judicial to the Ignorant, and covetous,and was a trouble to the Poor, who wanted money 
to give, and therefore ſhe did what pcflibly ſhe could by her own purſe, and her Friends 
to avoid it > knowing that Rent muſt be paid, and Miniſters, with their Familics muſt 


not be ſtarved, and ſhould not be under the cares of want. 


Mc. Baxter for the firſt nine, or Ten years after his EjeQion, never took any Gift to 
ſupply his neceſhcics, except ten pound per armum from Serjeant Fountain, .which his im- 
portunity and Mr, Baxters modeſty would not ſuffer him to refuſe. And this was fo far 
from troubling his Wife, that it was altogether according to her mind and deſire. 

— Tt was a great Teſtimonialof her Picty and Charity, that when her own Eſtate prov- 
ed much too ſhort to maintain her in the exerciſe of ſuch good Works as ſhe was de- 
voted to, ſhe refuſed not to accept thankfully the Liberality of others, and her ſelf 


to live parthy upon Charity, that ſh 
could not fo caſily get it from others as they could. 


——When Warrants were out from a Juſtice of Peace to diſtrain of Mr. Baxters Good 


might -be enabled to open her hands to ſuch poor as 


Za 


for Fines for his Preaching, ſhe did encourage her Husband to undergo the loſs without — 
repining, and underwent the trouble her ſelf of removing, and hiding his Library that — 
it might not be diſtrained, and ſome time after ſhe freely gave it away, partly to the Col- 
ledge in New England, the reſt at home. And his danger of paying forty pounds for c- 
very Sermon, belides impriſonment, was fo far from inclining her to diſcourage him — 
from his Ofkce-Work, that if ſhe did but ſuſpe& that he feared, or was doubtful what to — 
do, it was ſo great a trouble to her that ſhe could not conceal it. 

_ Her expectation of libcrality to the from others was too high, and fhe was too 
much troubled at the backwardneſs of lome; When ſhe faw a worthy perſon in debt, or 
in Priſon, ſhe would promife-to gather him ſuch a ſum of money, and when it came 
ſhort, ſhe was fain to pay the moſt of it her ſelf Not long before her Death ſhe pro-. 
miſed to get twenty pound more towards the relief of one of known Name, and Worth, 

and when ſhe could get but.about $ 4, ſhe made it upher ſelf: Many poor Widdows 


and others thought they loſt a Mother when they loſt her; 


— To her Husbands poor Kind#ted ſhe was liberal, but not to maintain them in idleneſs, 
but to ſet them to Trade, - or to help them out of great. ſiraights..-To her own Kindred 
ſhe did bear a very tender love 3 And ſhe prevailed with her Husband to be the Motioner 
ofa Wife to her only Brother, which was ſayd to be worth twenty thouſand pounds 
to him 3 and her Sifters Children ſhe loved as if they had been her own, eſpecially her 


three Daughters, 


—-S$he had in her youth been tempted to Joubt of the Life to come, and of the truth of 
the Scriptures':: But ſhe was fo fully ſettled; and reſoved herein, that the confident Af- 


{urance of it, was the life of all her life , and practice. 


—After all che.doubts of her ſincerity, and Salvation, and all her fears , and ſadneſs — 
thereupon, ſhe ſo fat overcame them all, that for near nineteen years that ſhe lived in a — 
Marricd Eftate, her Husband ſcarſe ever heard her to ſpeak a doubting word of her — 
Salvation 5 but oft of her hopeful perſwaſion, that they ſhould live together in Heaven 


for ever, 


— Her tormer ſaying was, that if ſhe were but in a condition, in which Gods ſervice was 
cofily to her, it- would make her know whether ſhe were ſincere or not: And ſhe had 
her defire, and proved her ſincerity by her coſtlieſt Obedience, For it colt her, net only 
her labour, and Eſtate, but ſomewhat of her trouble of body and minds For her Knite 
was too keen and cut the ſheath. Her defires were more earneſtly ſet on doing good, 
than her tender mind and head could well bear : Her great infirmity was the four — 
Paſſions of Love, deſire and trouble of mind. Of anger ſhe had very little, or. lietle 


made it known : She rarely ſpake in an angry manner. 


— tohear one ſpeak loud, or haſtily, or cagerly, or angerly, even .to ſuch 


it, 


well bear 
deſerved 


She could 


_— She as much diſliked the ſilencing of ſo many Miniſters as any other could, but ſhe 
did not love to hear it muck complained of, fave as the publick loſs: Nor to hear Con- 
formiſt ; talked againſt as a party : Nor the faults of the Conlcicncioas fort of them ag- 


gravated in a factious, fiding manner. 


She 


— 
— 
— 
_— 
nt 


—_ 


— 


_ The Life and Death 


g__ 


— 


——S$he had a diſcaſcd fearfulneſs, againſt which ſhe had little more Free-will, or Power, 
than a Man in an Ague fit, hath againſt ſhaking. - Her nature was prone toitz and ma- 
ny {ad accidents, together with trouble of mind made them her malady : Namely, 

I, She was four times in danger of Death. 

2, The Storming of her Mothers Houſe, firing and burning down part of it 3 plun- 
dering, and killing ſome, and threarning the reſt. 

3. Theawakening in her Converſion. 

4. The Sentence of death in Sickneſs, preſently before her Peace was ſetled. 

5. The Fire next her Lodging in Sweetings Alley, 

6. The burning of a Merchant, with his Wife and Family, in Lothbury, over-againſt her 

0 Brother Uptons houſe. 

7. The common terror and confuſion in the Church of Dunſftans in the Weſt, when 
the People thought that the Church was falling on their Heads, whillt her Husband 
was Preaching in it 3 and the People in that conſternation, caft themſelves down out of 
the Galleries, 

$. The loſs of her Mother by Death, and the friendleſs State that ſhe then thought 
her ſelf to be left in, ; 

9. The great and dreadful Plague that {wept away abovean Hundred thouſand with - 
in the Bills of Mortality.” ' | 

10. The dreadful Conflagration of London. | 

x1, The Crack, and danger of her Chamber in 9". 96- 

12. The Crack, and confuſion, in S. Fameſes Market-bouſe. 

13. The many Fires, and threatnings of more. 

14. The frequent, and common Rumors of Murthers, and Maſſacres. 

15. The death, and dangers of many of her dear Friends, 

16, Her Husbands ilnefs, and crazineſs. 

— She dreamed much of Fire, and Marders, and theſe dreams much augmented her Fears 3 
ſo that ſhe could not endure the clapping of a Door, nor any ſudden noiſe, or that 
had fierceneſs in it. Yet by the power of Grace ſhe had overcome moſt of her Fear of 
Hell, and of Gods deſertion, and was very free from the Fears of Perſecution, Impriſon- 
ment, and of Loſſes, and Poverty, few attaining to the like. 

_ — She had earneſt deſire after the Converſion and Salvation of her Servants, and ſhe was 
much troubled that ſo many-of them (though tolerabl@for doing their work) yet went 
away ignorant, and ſtrangers to true Godlineſs. And ſuch as were truly Convertcd ſhe 
loved as Children. | J 

_— She uſcd to ſay, that ſhe had imprinted on her a deep hatred, and fear of Hypo- 
crifie, which much hindred her from performing the outſide of her duty, eſpecially, as 
to the ſpeaking part. There were very few abler tq ſpeak long, and to cloth their mat- 
ter with good Language, without Repetitions, even about Religion : and few that had 
more defire that it ſhould be well done : And yet the could not to it her (elf for fear of 
ſeeming guilty of Okſtentation. -In good Company ſhe ſpake little of that which ſhe 
moſt defired to hear 3, In her Husbands abſence, ſhe would not pray in her Family, tho 
ſhe could perform it very well, for fear of Hypocrifie : Yet ſhe would privately confer 
with her ſervants, and read good Books to them. 

_- She would often ſay : Its a great mercy of God, never: to know what will befall us 
in this world 3 Nor how we ſhall be ſick, or die, that our knowledg may not anticipate 
our ſorrows, tho in the general we ſhould be always ready. 

—— She was a great honourer of her Mother, and loved her moſt fincerely, She believed 
the Pramiſe in the hfth Commandment, and believed that it iniplicd an anſwerable Curſe 

- to them that broke it, according to thoſe Scriptures, Prov 30. 17. the Eye that mock- 
- at bis Father, &c. And Dent.27.16, Curſed be be that ſetteth light by bis Fa» 
ther, &c. © ; 

— She was =_ troubled-with a great painin her Head, which held her from her youth 
two or oa © ys every fortnight, and upon every occaſion that did irritate the matter, 
ſhe had a ſtant firaitnefs in her Lungs, a great incapacity of much exerciſe, motion, 

or any heating thing, 

-. About three years before her deceaſe, by the il! adviſe of a Friend, drinking againſt 
the Collick a ſpoonful of powder of Ginger, every morning for near a quarter of a 
year together, and theri falling into ſome overwhelmivg thoughts, it overthrew her head 
for ſore few day$; but through Gods mercy, ſhe was ſoon reſtored again, 


Ever 


FA 


— 


of Mrs, Margaret Baxter, ©&c. 


- Ever ſince that time her Headeach abated, and ſhe complained of a pain in one of 
her Breafis, which through her timcrouſacſs tilled her with tears that it would prove a 
Cancer ; And (everal Neighbours, Fricnds, and Relations about that time dying of Can- 
cers, increaſed her Fears: Yet ſhe ſeemed to-be prepared to undergo it. 

= The many rumoursof Plots, Firipgs, Maſfacres, &c. much encreaſcd her tears : And 
the death of very many Nei : Sornevof them young, firong, and choiſe Chrilti- 
ans,of great uſcfulneſs, and many.near Friends, did greatly add to her ſadneſs, and ex- 
pectation of death, But like pk, th is appeared unto others, for ſhe purpoſely carricd it 
chearfully, and merrily with her Friends, when yet ſhe was troubled within. 

— About ten weeks beforeher laſt ickneſs, moRof her pain went out of her Breaſt, and 
fixed in a conſtant paininher right Kidney, and withal, her Urine ſtopt, and little (com- 
paratively ) came trom 'abqut ten Weeks. Some things-which ſhe took did work 
r00 powerfully upon her , and ſuddenly caſt her itito a ſtrong diſturbance, and Deli- 
ration, in which though che Phyſtians with great kindaeſs and care, did omit nothing in 

their power, yet ſhe died the Twelfth dayatter. She fell-fick on Friday, Fune 3. Anno 


Cbriſfti 1681, and died June 18; 


yet ſhe had a very ſtrong re- 

er very Childhood : Mrs. Cor- 
her houſe to be her Compani- 
- my Mother is in Heaven, 
and Mr. Corbet is in Heaven, and\Thou and 1 (hall VeDs / 
—S$he did oft make it appear thather work ſir towards God, and (com- 
plaining of her head) ſhe cried out, Lord, make me t0 know I bave done, for which Tun- 
dergo all this ? Lord I ſubmit : God chooſes beſt for me. . She requeſted her Husband to Pray 
by her, and quietly joined with them to the end. She heard divers Pſalms, and a Chap- 
ter Read, and repeated ſome part of what-ſhe heard, and Sung part of a Pſa/m. The 
laſt wordsthat ſhe ſpake were theſe: MyGod belp me, Lord have mercy wpon me. 

. She was buried June 17+ in Chriſts- , in the Ruines in her Mothers Grave : On 
which ſhe had cauſed a fair, rich, and large Marble Stone to be laid, Azno Chriſti 1661. 
about twenty years heforezupon which her Husband had cauſed to be written her Titles, 
and forme Lox Verles;and theſe Englib ones oo, \ 


. — Thus "maſt thy Fleſs to filent Df deſeend,.. 
bg M24 W NE ks thiut will end : 
Then Happy Holy Souls : But wo to thoſe 
Whe Heaven forget, and Earthly Pleaſures choſe : 
Hear, naw this Grave without delay, 
Belzeve, Repeat, and tle is is day. 


_ But Chift's Church on Earthis liable to choſe changes of which the Feruſalemabove is in 
no danger. In thedoleful Flames of London 1666, this Church among many others, 
being burnt, theRook of 7it falling, broke rhis great Marble Stone all to pieces, and it 
proved ao lating Monument : But chis Paper Monument, is like tobe more durable than 
was that Marble Stone. 1, - | 
This Narrative,is Written much larger by Mr, Baxterhimich, the ſubſtance where- 
of 1 hayc contratcd into a lefſer VYohumn, endeavouring not to omit ſuch things as are 


moſt material. 


* 
- 


* 


The Life and Death of the Lady Mary Armyiie 
: a Dyed Anno Chriſti. 1675; DE 


Her Parentage. HIS Honourable and Excellent Lady; was a branchof one of the moſt An- 
tient ; Noble and Illuftrieus Families in land, "whether we look to De- 
'. ſcent, Degree, or Actings > The. Family of the Talbetsi, for a long Tra&t 
of time, Earls of Shrewsbury, whoſe Heroick, performances, both in Civil Milli- 
tary Afﬀairs, done by them in their Native Country, are upor-Record to the perpetua= 
ting of their Names, and Renown. 
> But eſpecially their Conqueſts, and Tryumphs in France were fo ſignal, that the 
— Memory of them continues until this day , and withal fo dreadfut,_ that Mothet#— 
_— quicted their crying Children by relling them that Talbot came. _ And to be Children — 
_— Of ſuch Nobles; is Honourable, Even in ſacred Writ, (which uſually overleoks ſuch 
_ thin ? and eſpecially when they are found in the way of Righteouſneſs, as in 
this pious A | 
Her Beauty. Ag toher —— DI and beauty, it was more conſiderably even unto old age, than in 
moſt 4 her _- in the world, by which we may judge what it was in the ſpring of 
her life, An 


Gratior eft Pulcro veniens's Corpore virtme, 
That Virtue is of greater Grace, 
That ſbincth through a Beautcous Face. 


ARtive and -—— She was ofia lively and Active Spirit 3 and herein ſhe was much above ordinary; 

Healthful. For even to the cloſe of her days, ſhe was very active and ſtirring 3 able to walk with 
agility and continuance, withoue help of hand, or ſtaff. | 

Her Prudence, _—As to her natural parts, ſhe was quick, vivacious , and comprehenſive in Judging, 

— of things even to the laſt hour of! her Life : Tho ſhe was conſiderably above Gun 

| 6! years 


ws 
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years old, yet could ſhe diſcourſe as rationally, the very day (he dicd, as others can in 

the very fouriſh of their Age and Life : Neither yet was this only a lightning before — 
her death; tor ſhe was the fame all the time of her weakneſs even to the laft, Now as — © 
Rationality raiſes men above Beaſts 3,40 the higher uſe that any have ot it, the near- 

cr they approach to the bleſſed Angels. -And indeed theſe excellent endowments — 
highly advance men - thoſe imaginary ones of Riches, Honors, &c. And thus —- 
ſome of the old Philoſapbers (tho poor and mean in the World ) did wonderfully tran- 
ſcend and excel the great Conquerors, whoſe Name were dreadtul in the World. 
Thus have we a brief account oft her Priviledges, and natural Accompliſhments. 

— Next Jet us hear, and conſider what her acquired parts and endowments were. 

Firſt, in general : She had attained"to a great skill and dexterity in the knowledg 

of all thoſe things which belonged to her Sex, Degree, and Place, which were very 
numerous, and therefore required fuch attainments as ſhe had in an high meaſure arriv- 

cd at, which alſo appearcd in theſe perticulars. | 

- 1- She was not without ſome competent skill in more Languages than her Native Earning 
Tongue : particularly, in the French and Latin. 

— 2ly. She was conſiderably skilled in Divinity, and Hiſtory. In Divinity, not only 
knowing practical things, but was very intelligent in matters National, and Polemical, 
or Controverſal. In Hiftory ſhe was well verſcd, not ouly in the Jewiſh and Roman 
Hiſtories 3 but eſpecially in the Hiſtorical part of the Sacred Scriptures, 'and Eccleſiaſti- 
eal affairs. And as to both of themy many may and do ſpeak with much more conti- 
dence, but with far leſs Skill and Judgment, than ſhe uſed to do. | 

—3ly. She was one, who well underitood how to manage her affairs and concer 
whether at a diſtance, or near at hand, to the beſt advantage, to the lat of her day®? 
and that without ſo much af ſmall miſcarriages. Surely few were to be compared 
with her Ladyſhip herein. | | 

—4ly. She was of a very obliging deportment, and carriage to the utmoſt date of her 
life, In this ſhe was @ Critick: Few could excel or go beyond her. With her humble 
and courteous carriage and Speeches, ſhe obliged all with whom ſhe converſed, or had 
todo, For as ſhe was the owner of anadtive Body, ſoof pertinent and pleaſing ſpeech, 
even to the end of her days, -and this dexterity ſhe uſcd to imploy in the encertain- 
ment of her Friends and Viſiters, both in health and ſickneſs. And truly this peice of 
humanity, or candor, is a very lovely thing, much commended to us in the holy Scri- 
ptures, both of the Old, and New Teſtament. = 

_— As for Grace, without which all afore-mentioned had been but periſhing accom+ 
pliſhments, only Ornaments in meer humanity. Some perſons, deyondſes men, have 
nervouſly attempted to prove, that it is only Religion, and not mcer Reaſon that dit- 
fcrenceth men from Beaſts, ' | 

——This honourable Lady was of a holy, and exemplary Life. She uſed. to affirm, that 
a holy Life, and Graces of the Goſpel did far excel, and were more dignifying than 
Birth, Eſtate, and then all the great and ſhining Titles which the World could beſtow. 
She was of the mind,and judgment of that godly Emperor Theodgfius, who uſcd to (ay, 
that he accounted himſelf more honoured by being a Chriſtian than by'being Emperor 
of,Rome : And ſhe uſed to ſay, That what Saint Pax! athrmeth,was a great Truth, upon 
her long Obſervatign and Experience: Not many Wiſe Men after the Fleſh, not many mighty, 
not many Noble are called, 1Cor.1. 26.]-Shgwas alſooften heard to affirm ; That the new 
Birth deſerves to be ( as undoubtedly igfig)in higheſt, and greateſt efteem. Born, not 

of blood, nor of the will of the Fleſh, nor *fithe will of Man, but of Ged.| 1 Johs 1. 13+] 

_— Through Gods goodneſs thispious and excellent Lady was not like a fair houſe with 
an ill inhabitant,but had a noble Soul, which dignificd all her other excellencies. The 
many other things raiſed her tg an high pitch of greatneſs, yer none did ſo much ho- 
nour, and beautife her as her Religion, And that which made it the more Orient, 
and ſplendid was its Regularity, Univerfality and Perſeverence. F 
— More particularly, her Religion and Grace appeared in theſe fix things. 

—— 1. In that ſhe loved it in others. She loved thoſe that led a godlf and gracious | 
life: And Saint John makes this an infallible mark or Teſtimony of a gracious of 
Perſon: By this we know that we are paſſed from death to life becauſe we-love the Brethren, «2 
He that loveth not bis Brother abideth in darkneſs, [ 1 Jobn3.14+] She affctcd not, nor 
indeed could be at caſein ..evil .and bad company. She could, in. a good meaſare 
ſay with the holy Prophet David, The Saints, and they that Excel, in theſe is all my de- 
light, [ Pfal.-16.3.] And 1 ath a companion to all them that fear thee, $6 :. [ Pſ3, 1 is} 

| -1 
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She leved holineſs,not only in thoſe of her Family(chooſing her Servants by this Stand- 
ard )But alſo in Strangers, which was a good-Evidence that ſhe loved it for its own ſake. 
_— 2. In that ſhe really endeavoured to promiote and advanceReligion in others, not 
onlyby Counſel, Conference, Admonition, Exhortation, &**, But alſo by matiy gra- 
cious Letters written with her own Hands 3 She uſed to give good Books to ſome, and 
Money to others to draw on, and encourage them in their progreſs towards the King- 
dom of Heaven, She gave large yearly Contributions to promote the carrying on of 
the work begun in New England for the Converſion of the poor Indians in thole parts ; 
And this ſhe continued, even to her dying day. And of the ſucceſs of that under- 
taking, ſhe had an annual Account to her rejoycing,. : 

——When that fatal Bartholontew day came, wherein ſo many hundreds of godly, able, 
and painful Miniſters were ejc&ed, to the undoing of themſelves,their Wives,and Chil- 
dren, andall other ways being prohibited whereby they might get a ſubliſtance 3 out of 
Sympathy, and commiſeration of their ſad, and deplorable Condition, ſome few days 
after, ſhe came to Mr. Edm. Calamy, and brought him five hundred' pounds (at which 
timeI alſo was with him) to be diſtributed among the moſt indigent, and necefſitous 
Families of them, : 

_——She was ready to embrace, yea joyful for any opportunity of ſerving God in publick 
or private,upon ordinary, orextraordinary occafions. She could truly fay with the ho- 
ly Prophet David: I was gl when they ſaid unto me, let us go into the bouſe of the 
Lord, Pſal: 122.1.] She was as cagerly bent, and forward to joyn in holy duties, and 
Ordinances, as others are, or can be torun after worldly Vanities. 

T She did highly reverence, and cſicem godly Minſters, yea, the had great reſpet to 

ch of them as were of the lower Form, and of meaner Gifts, if ſhe obſerved them to 
be ſerious, and induſtrious. + She demeaned her (elf with Þcry much gravity, and humi- 
lity in Gods houſe of Prayer. She never mentioned the Natnes of God or of Chrift, 
but with areverential awe upon her Spirit. 

_— Her Speeches and diſcourſe alwayes dropped as an Hony-comb: It was always ſavou+ 
ry, and ſeaſoned with Salt, fit to Migiſter grace to the Hearers, according to Saint Pauls 
adviſe, Col. 4.6, 

_— She was frequent and conſtant in giving” to Charitable uſes. She in her life time, 
ere&ted; and- endowed ſome Alms-houſes in three ſeveral Counties : And upon ſpecial 
occafions, gaveaway many large fums of money upon charitable accounts.” She was 
not weary in well doing whilſt ſhe lived, and at her death, ſhe left Forty pounds per annum 
for Fourſcore. and Nineteen years for the like uſes. 

—— She was always conſtant (in her ſecret devotions of reading the Sacred Scripture 
(wherein was her delightjand other choice Books 3 And private Prayer, at leaſt twice a 
Day, which courſe ſhe continued tothe cloſe of her dayes. | 

_— In her laſt ſickneſs whereof ſhe dicd, ſhe ſhewed ſome notable Teflimonics of the fin- 
cexzty of her Graces, and Religion. 

-— Firſt, In the fervour of her'Spirit to continue in well doing ever to the laſt of her life. 

- — Secondly.In her breathing after Chriſt,and defiring to be diſſolved and to be with bim, 
which is beſt of all. | | 

—- Thirdly, In her warm, and bleeding ſenſe of the low eſtate and condition of Re. 
ligion, and the Profeſſion of it in the World, Her heart trembled for the Ark,of God, as 
did El”s, 1 Sam. 4. 13, "ia 

_—  Fourthly, In her ſubmiſſion to the Divige®Will and Diſpoſal. She freely offered u 
her ſelf to. her great Lord and Owner, todo with her, as for Life or Death, as hepleaſed. 

— -Fifthly, In her peace of Conſcience, and freedom from Satanical Moleſtations and 
Temptations, In former Sickneſſes ſhe had enjoyed much ſerenity, but never had a 
more peaceable and ſubmils frame of ſou] than at this time, So that in her that Texc 
of Scripture was made plain and true. Mark the perfeft man, and behold the upright : For 
the End of that man is peace, Plal. 37.37. : 

-— Sixthly, In the ſtrength of, her Faith, appearing by her commegding Chriſt as the 
higheſt, and moſt proper Cordial in a fainting hour when all comforts forſake us, which 
were ſome of her laſt words before her death. 

—Seventhly, In the-continuance of her fervent Prayers, jn the midſt whereof ſhe re- 
ſigned up her Spirit unto God. 

_— A Learned, and Experienced Miniſier, who lived not far from her, was ſometimes 

with her. The occaſion of his going, and his buſineſs with her, cannot be better ex- 

prefſed then in his own words, which I will therefore here ſet down. Tho 


the Lady Mary Armine, &c. 


_— Tho (faith he ) I was ſeldom with her my ſelf, yet theſe fifteen years I lived fo neat” 

unto her, as that I might cafily have heard the noiſe of Fame, if ſhe had laid under a» 
ny menner of {candal : But ſuch was her holy and blamelefs Life, that obtreQation it 
{elf durſt not fo much as nibble at it. 
—That lictle converſe I had with her gave me opportunity to know her more inti- 
mately, than many, that did but ſee her blameleſs, and pious Converſation, For her 
buſineſs with me was no other than to open the State of her Soul, and to confeſs her 
infirmitics, and to produce her evidences for Heaven, and to defire my Judgment of 
ther, together with my Counſel for: her further ſtrength and comfort : And to ask 
my advice concerning ſuch works of publick Good, which ſhe charitably intended, and 
did afterwards liberally perform. 

———Upon trial I found that ſhe had a ſafe and well ſetled State of Soul; not free from 
all degrees of Fears, and lefſer doubtings of her (elf : And far from a preſumptuous, 
uohumbled,andsſelf-juſtifying. But her evidences were ſound,and her diſcerning of- them 
was fo clear and ſure, as enabled her to conclude her Right to everlaſting Lite, and 
{o with the greater peace to think on Death : which, as ſhe had opened to me not 
long ie {odid the it over again at large in her Sickneſs, not many days before her 
Death. | 

_——At which time, after complaints for ſuch imperfeQions of Grace 4s were her trouble, 
ſhe profeſſed the full Dedication of her felf to God, her firm conſent to the terms of his 
Covenant, and her longings after perfe& holineſs, and her cruſt in the Merits and Me- 
diation of her Redeemer. | CITE 

— After this thoſe about her had ſome hopes of her recovery, but ſhe hearing of/ Mr. 
Baxters troubles, (cnt her Servant to him to hear of his Caſe, before whoſe return to 

her, ſhe was dead, l \ 13 bf 

— As (hc lived to God, fo God gave her a long life accompanicd with many and great — 
Mercies. Tho ſhe had been long troubled with a ſore and dangerqus diſeaſe | yoid- 
ing Scones by the Inteſtines, ſuppoſed to come from-the Gall] and which had pain+ 
ful, and pexilous Paroxyms, and Critical Fits 3 yet'it pleaſed God in her latex years to — 
give her great caſe, and freedom from it. Tho it is not unlike, that it was, the Root — 
of that fainting Aguilhneſs which put a period to her days.' Yet to near the fourſcourth — 
year of her Age ſhe ſerved God in competent health, and ſerenity of mind. 

— Tho ſhe ſprang from an Ancient and Honourable Family, inclined to the. Rowiſ 
Sec, yet God was her Teacher, and did confirm her, not only in the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, but alſo in the true love of practice, and ſcriouſneſs in that Religion which the-pro- 
felt, - She was not like thoſe deluded Formalifts,_who contend molt turiouſly. for- this — 
Religion againſt that,or for that againſt this,while in'truth they are of none. And with — 
zealous Papi or zcalous Proteftants, or zealous. in more ſingular Seas, but will: never — 
be perſwaded to be zealous Chriltians. They will furiouſly Perſecute, or at leaſt Re- 
proach thoſe that are not of their Church, or Side, or Way, as Erroneous, Irreligious 
Perſons, while nothing can prevail with them te be themſelves on Chrifts tide a- 
gainſi the Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, &c. 

— But ſhe was not addicted to Sects, or Novelties upon pretence of riſing to the higheſt 
Form 3 but ſhe truly took the heigth of her Religion to conliſt in the heigth of 
Love to God and Mgn, and in cloſe and conſtant . obedience unto Chrift, and 
confidence in his Mediation. And they that do fo with all their hearts ſhall have ſqund 
and durable Comfort, which will bear them up both in Life and in'Death : Whillt the 

"formal, Dogmatical ,and ſuperſtitious Hypocrite, hath a Conſolation which will live, and 
die with his proſperity, or which is heartleſs and deluſory, as living but on the flattery 
of himſclt or of his party. 

Tho according to her Rank; ſhe lived in the Decency of a plentiful Eſtate, it was 

accompanied with Humility,and lowlinefs of mind. Her Prudence, Sobriety,and Gra- 
vity were very Exemplary > and her Impartiality in loving all that were truly Chri- 
ſtians was {ignal. Yet ſhe much diſliked their Divitions, and'contentious wranglings. 
She was not of their mind, who take it to be a mark of Chriſts Diſciples,to be Accuſers of 
the' Brethren, and to Reproach, and Villifie, and Perſecute his Diſciples, and to deny 
them tobe his, that they may do theſe things with leſs diſhonor, and remorſe. 

_— $he took itto be no countenancing of_Schiſm (as ſome do) to relieve ſuch Servants 
of Chriſt in their diſtreſs, as men accuſe and afflict as Schiſmaticks, tho ſhe was an Adver- 
lary to real __ ſhetirſt heard of above cighteen hundred Miniſters m"—_ 
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and ſilenced, Xnno Chriſti 1662, and deprived of all ways, and means of ſubſiſtance for 
themſelves and families, She gave freely a conſiderable Sum of money towards the re. 
lieving of the moſt neceflitous of them (as I have ſhewed before) and the good works 
which ſhedid before her death, we hope will live, and declarc themſelves, and be an 
encouragernent to others, that are intruſted by God with Riches, to follow her Example, 
and ſo make themſelves Friends of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs. | 

_—— To liveas this honourable, and excellent Lady did, in Gravity, Prudence, Humility 
Temperance, and in a Charitable, Peaccable, impartial Religiouſneſs 3 Studying the, 
Realities, even God and her Redeemer, Grace, and Glory, and her own Heart, and Du+ 
ty, and how to do Good,and to prepare for her day of account,will prove more ſafe, and 
comfortable at the laft, than the Proud, W rathful, Turbulent Religion of ſuch, as firive 
to {et up the Church and Chriſt(they mean in truth themſelves) by Perſecution,or Divi- 
lion, by hurting oz deſtroying their Fellow Chriſtians, or Reproaching them, and avoid- 

ing them, as unworthy their Communion, &c. 


Upon the much lamented Death of the Truly Honourable, 
very aged, and ſingularly pious Lady, the Lady 
MART ARMINE. 


Ail Mary full of Grace, *bove women From Reſurrection to the Aſcention, 
—Hp bleſt ; | Obſerve you may a Mary ſtill ras one, 

A Name more rich in Saints than all the reſt 3 The Army of ſach Ladies ſo Divine, 
An Army of them fam'd in ſacred Story : ThisLady, ſaid, le follow,they all Ar-mine. 
All good, none bad, an nnparallel'd Glory ! Lady Eleft | in whom there did combine 
The bleſſed Virgin well. may lead the Van: So many Marics, might'ſt ſay all Ar-mine. 
Next follows Mary vhe Bethanian : Thou Mother, Sijter, Spouſe wa'ſt of the 
Next Mary, Wifeof Cleophas ; Another d, 
Mary was of James and Joſes Mother In 'that in Heart and Life thou kept'ft bis 
How mmch is (poke of Mary Magdalen ? Word. 


Of Mary, John , Marks Mother, we read agen. With th other Mary, choſe the better part ; 
At Rome a Mary commended by Saint Paul 3 With Mary Magd'len h2d'/t a moſt tender 


All Saints; yet not to pray wnto at all. heart; 
— A Mary was the Mother of our Lord. On Chriſt a Mary ſpent all that ſhe could : 
— A Mary 'twas laid up in beart bis word. Tho others grudg'd, more if ſhe had fhe 
- A Mary 'twas that choſe the better part. would, | 
_ A Mary *twas that wept with broken heart. | To th' Head above could'ft not, on the feet 
- A Mary *twas that did anoint Chritts feet : below 
A Mary pour'd on's Head the Spicknard Thou did'ſt not ſpare much coſt for to beſtow. 
ſweet, Thy name a precious Ointment, and the Ar- 
At Chriſts Croſs ſtanding Maries three I mies 
find, | | Of Saints, and Angels are the Lady Ar« 
When others fled they were not ſo unkind. mines. 
Chriſt dead, interr'd, at the Sepulchre door Now God and Chriſt are thine, and 
Two Maricsftand, I find no Women more. what's Divine 
$0 that from Cradle to the Paſſion : In Heavens enjoyment, Bleſt Soul! Now 
From Paſſion to the Reſurretiion; All are thine: 


Jo. Shefheld, 


The 


| The Life and Death of the Right Honourable, the 


Lady Elizabeth Langham, who died, Anno 
HE deſcent of this eminently pious Lady was from a Noble Family the 
Houſe of Huntington , the Earldom whereof hath continued long in the 


Chriſti, 1 6 6 4, 
—[ 
name of Haſtings, and, in the perſon of her Brother, ſers its foot upon the 


ſeventh round of the Scale of Honour 5 yet this humble Lady wes never known, ci- 
ther in word or deportment to ſhew any clation of Spirit upon/ that account ©: Nor 
was ſhe ever obſerved, with regret, to behold herfelf exceeded by the vain pomp, and 
more ſplendid Retinue of diverſe, that were inferiour to her in quality. _- Yea, when 
her Husband, | Sir James Langham] ſometimes modeily excuſed the tenuity of the con- 
dition ſhe had eſpouſed ( by marrying where ſhe found an Heirin being to « greac 

, partof his eſtate ) in compariſon of what ſhe deſcended from : $he would interrupt 
ſuch diſcourſe, profefſing the high ſatisfaQion ſhe took to tind herſelf in ſuch a Rate 
of life , wherein ſhe had both Hberty and aſſiſtance to the works of ſevere Piety 3 
and withal the addition of an Honourable and comfortable worldly competency. 

_- Her Education was in a School or rather Academy of Learning, and Nurſery of Vir- 
tue3 namely the conſtant _— and converſe of her vigilant Mother, the Coun. 
tefs of Huntington, from whoſe great parts and Graces, ſhe was formed into a more 
than ordinary Woman and Chriftian, Undet her {tmoſtly) ſhe injoyed an Education 
in a rcligious retiredneſs, which fhe often took notice of, -and bleffed God for, as thac 

* which notonly ſecured her from the knowledgeof Vice by Domeſtical examples (no 
ſuch thing daring to appear under that Noble Ladies Governonent ) but alfo re- 
moved her from the very News of thoſe evils which were a&ed abroad : So that 
ſhe had the happineſs to be ignorant of the vitiouſneſs of other great Perſonages, even 
by hear-ſay. 

.- As for thoſe principles, that might qualihe her for a vertuous life, as ſhe had the 
opportunity of learning them from tbe praQtices of thoſe with whom ſhe converſed, 
fo C cheifly ) from the grave” and frequent infractions of her -Lady-Mother,- who, 
that the whole compaſs of her duty might be the more facily and firmly imprinted in 
her memory, took the pains to digeſt all into verſe, -whereby ſhe the more eaſily 
inſinuated them into the hearts and heads both of this and her other Lady+Siſfters. 

_By this means it pleaſed God that the Mother had much comfort in all her Daugh- 
ters, bur cſpecially in this Lady, whoſe Soul was fo pliable and duRile to receive 
the impreſſions of ſo excellent a ftamp, as appear'd by the proportionable improve- 
ments, which ſhe attained in every ftage of her life 3 as we ſhall hear by what fol- 
lows, 

1. For her Childhood, which tender Age had ſomething of rage excellency in it, 
lides the preſage of what it promiſed for the future. St. Pant himfelt noted it as 

a rare thing in young Timothy, that from a very Smck/ing be bad known the Scriptures, 

C2 Tim. 3.15. ) Nor was it lefs to be noted in this excellent Lady, how early the 

ſeeds of true Picty and Devotion put forth and ſhewed themelves : Not only in the 

blade but bloſſom alſo and fruit, infomuch that from a Child, ſuch impreſſion of the 
fear of God 'poſſeſs'd her heart, as made her a diligent performer of religious Duties, 
and a firi& obſerver of the Lords dayes, even to a degree of exactneſs beyond moſt 

Perfons, and yet not beyond the Rule ſet down, I/a. 58. 13. in fo much, that ſhe 

would ncither diſcourſe, nor willingly hear others diſcourſing of any common ordis» 


Her Parentage/ 


Her humlicy. 


LH 


HerEducarion, 


Her childhood, 
& 


Her early 
growth in 
Grace. 


nary matters upon that Holy Day. And asſhe grew to more capacity, fo to this ne- - 


gative {ir[&ncſs, ſhe added a pofitive contormity to the rules of fevereſt godlinels ; 
Not only by a diligent hearing of the Word preached, bur digeſting it by Medication 
and Contercncez being no lets ftadious ( on rhat day eſpecially) to learnthe Myſte. 
rics of practical Godline(s, than in thoſe of the reſt of the week to turnith herſelf 

with what other knowledge tended to civil accompliſhments. 
- She was alſo from her Infancy ever conſcientiouſly dutiful, and ——_ her 
arents 


$ 


Ver dutifulneſ(s 
to her Parents, 


The Life and Death of 


_— 


——_—— 


Parents (yea to the very ſmalleſt punfilio's) wherein ſo ever ſhe had the leaſt intima- 
tion of thcir pleaſure : Infomuch as her Lady-Mother, upon a ſpecial occaſion, per- 
cciving her, from the miſapprehenſion of ſome advice ſhe gave her, to be more at- 
teQcd than ſhe deſired, was fain to expound herſelf to her, and to give this asa 
general Rule toher, That ſundry things, which ſhe had ſpoken to ber, were never intended 
as peremptory Commands, but only as Advices and Counſels, which, in things of Indifferen- 
9, muſt not be overcharged. Yea, her Lady-Mother hath been heard to ſay, That fre 
was the Child that never offendeded her in all ber Life. 


Her Jutfice. _—As ſhe grew to more maturity of years, ſhe was obſerved to be preciſe in 


Her taCiturnity 


Her modeſty. 


Aﬀabilicy, 


Courtcſic. 


Prudence. 


Meckn&&. 


Innocency. — 


. 


_— Her very Servants 


Juſtice and exaRneſs of keeping her Word z which, that ſhe might be the better 
enabled unto, ſhe was very circumſpe&t and ſparing of making Promiſes, and not 
laviſh of Diſcourſez a quality, which undoubtedly kept her from much Sin, which 
is not wanting in multitude of words ( Prov. 10. 19. ) which alſo contributed much 
to her perfection, which ( as the Apoltte St. James tells us ) doth much conſifi in the 
Government of the Tongue ( Fam. 3+ 2. She ſpake much with herſelf, and little 
unto others 3 inſomuch that a Noble Perſon, of a very diſcerning Judgment, and no 
leſs a ſevere Piety, who had the;advantage of being a Witneſs to almott all her Lite, 
hath been heard to ſay , That ſhe believed this Lady had the leaft acconnt to give for 
words of any that ever ſhtknew. Yet ſhe laid not this reſtraint upon her Tongue for 
want-of Abilitics to diſcourſe, or for want of Matter to diſcourſe of : For ſhe had 
great intelleQtual accompliſhments, and thoſe improved by much ſecular Learning) 
whereby ſhe was enabled to converſe with Perſons of eminent Scholarſhip. 

——$he was exceeding modeſt , | and decently grave in her whole Behaviour 3 Not 
from any dulneſs of Conſtitution, nor affection of moroſe and reſerved Virtue : But 
from a juſt apprehenſion, how unagrecable to an exaG firictneſs of Life ( which ſhe 
had defigned for her ſelf ) and how, unconducing to the Reputation of her Sex, a too 
S anguin Deportment is often found : Yet that ſhe was not Cynically averſe to a de- 
centand convenient degree of Afﬀability and Courteſie ( a Virtue which was alſo very 
conſpicuous in her _) appeared, /in that ſhe uſed to receive the Viſits of the meaneſt 
of her Neighbours with very great kindneſs, and would converſe with them with a 
great deal of becoming condeſcention: And as any of them appeared to her to 
ſavour more of Godlineſs, ſhe would ( upon occafion }) add a decent Proportion of 
Familiarity : For ſhe ſtudiouſly declined to admit any into her Boſom, but ſuch ag by 
cxa& obſervation ſhe found to anſwer that Character of worth, by which ſhe 6ri} 
valued herſelf, and then choſe her, intimate Friends 3 namely, not Greatneſs but Goode 


neſs. 


_— This her Courtcfie ſhe extended to all forts of Perſons, even toſuch whom we 


look down upon with a ſupercilious Countenance, to wit, whoſe neceflitics made 
them Petitioners to her Bounty : For even ſuch (be entertained with great aftability ; 
So that whatiwas'once ſaid of Tit#s the Roman Emperor,might be truly (aid of lyr,That 
20 Perſon departed out of her Pr ſence diſcontented : Yea, even to thoſe to whom ſhe denyed 
her Alms ( and ſome Perſons are not meet Objccts for a diſcreet Charity) ſhe would 
handſomely reprove for not uſing *their bodily Abilities to get more honeſt and 
more creditable Bread, that they ſeemed to go away no leſs {atisfied with her pru- 
dent and ſcaſonable Counſel, than tkey would have been with her Alms. | 


__- Her inviting Countenance did ſo embolden the Poor to implore her help and Pa. 


tronage 3 her compaſſionate Heart rendered her fo ſenſible of their Conditions, and 
her Prudence ſo enabled her to manage their Cauſes, that as ſhe was moſt fre- 
quently imployed in many of their important Addreſſes to ſeveral of her Rclati- 
ons on whom they depended, ſo ſhe proſecuted their Suits in ſuch a manner, that 
moſtly ſhe proved ſucceſsful, meeting with ſuch a Bleſſing from God upon her Chari- 
table Endeavours, asthe Juſtice of the Cauſes in which ſhe cogaged might warrant 
her toexpect. | 
had a ſhare in the obligingneſs of her Converſation; For tho 
ſhe well knew her own Quality, and could keep them at a convenient diſtance, yet ſhe 
attempered her carriage cven to them, with ſo much mildneſs, that ſhe was never 
obſcrved to let fall a haſty or paſſionate exprethon to any of them, cho ſometimes ſhe 
was much provoked thereunto. 

_- She was of fo innocent #Deportment,cven from her Childhood, that one,of capacity 


cnough tooblcryec,and of Integrity enough to clear the Relatlon from the leaſt G_ 
0 


the Lily Elizabeth. Ladgham, e>c. 


ta? 


of Flattery, gives her this CharaQer ; That during the ſpace of tex years, wherein ſhe lived in 
ber Mothers Family, ſhe could never obſerve any intemperate Word or AGtion 3 or any thing, which, 
if all the IVorld had been acquainted with, would bave in the leaft tended to ber juſt diminuti- 
on or diſparagement, 

_ She ttudied much how to gratifie the Tempers, and to content the Diſpolitions 
and Propenſions of thoſe with whom the converſed inall lawful ways3 inſomuch 
that ſhe hath been often obſerved todeny herſelt for to pleaſe others, according to the 


Rule of the Apoſile St. Paxl, Rom. 15. 2. And this quality rendered her,even in matters 


of Argument (which ſhe wanted not Abilities to mannage to good purpoſe ) not obſti- 
pately tenacious of her own Opinions, but obligingly compliant to the. Judgment 
of others, where Conſcience of Duty required not the contrary : And this ſhe did, 
that ſhe might give offence to none, but be ( as far as poſſible ) protitable toall 3 
. Which was the more obſervable, becauſe Owners of great Parts commonly affe&ba 
Difatorſhip in Diſcourſe. - 

— —Thefe qualities rendred her of an excellent compoſure for a Friend, and accor- 
diogly 4 rare Friend ſhe was. She indeed did not raſhly admit any to the Honour of 
her Boſom Acquaintance 3 but having once lodged any there, ſhe was candidly free 
and open in communicating what her Judgment ( which was always riper than her 
years )) ſupgeſted to be moſt for the profit and advantage of their Souls concernments, 
whether Advice, Comfort, or Reproof : 'For which laſt, ſhe always reſerved a Li- 
berty, even towards her choiceſt 'and moſt intimate Friends, which yet ſhe conſtantly 
managed with abundance of winning meekneſs and tenderneſs : And fo feverely 
Qnſcientious was ſhe in the diſcharge of this truly friendly Office, that having fre- 
quent Occaſions to receive Vilits from, and to return them to Perſons of her acquain- 
* tance, that made the Reyerend Namesof Feſus and Lord, - InterjeGions in their or- 
dinary Diſcourſe, that ſhe made ita Cafe of Conſcience, whether ſhe did not great- 
ly neglect her duty in not reprpving them for it. INE 

_—— And that ſhe might not appear more rigid unto others- in this kind than ſhe was 
to herlelf, her own Life was a Comment upon that Text, Eph. 5. 15, ' See therefore 
that ye walk, circumſpetily, 8c. For ſo exadtly did ſhe walk, that her care was to 
avoid not only what ſhe condemned, but what ſhe did but ſuſpe& in the Converſati- 


Prudence. 


Humihry. 


Her Friend- 
ſhip. 


on of others, inſomuch, that her Conſcience would not permit her to pardon herſelt ' 


what her Charity taught her to indulg in others, 

_—.And indeed (ſhe was always of a tender and delicate Conſcience, ſenſible of the 
leaſt and (rmlleſt Sin, or but probable appearance of itz amongſt which take theſe 
two Inſtances ( of many others that might be given }. That in her younger years, ſhe 
addreſſed herſelf to her Governeſs with Tears, intreating her to forgive her, tor 
that in her very Childhood ſhe was Conſcious that ſhe had been defeQGtive in Aﬀecti- 
ons to her; for ſhe thought that ſhe did not then love her. A fault ( (urely ) 
which others are far more guilty of, and yet are leſs troubled for it. Another 
"time, in her more mature Age, when ſhe had mildly enough , threatned 2 
Child, over whom ſhe had ſome inſpeRion committed to her, that if ſhe did 
not ſuch a thing ſhe would not love her, (he preſently recalled that, as too hard 
a word, ſaying, Alas! God deals not ſo withus, notwithſtanding our continual Diſobedi- 
ence. 

__— As aFriend, ſheobſerved, that exchange of Kindneſs is the Fewel that feeds the 
Flame of mutual Aﬀe&tions, and keeps it from burning dimly, or going out, and 
therefore that it was a Nouriſher of Ingratitude : And the accounted it the greateſt 
Soleciſm in Friendſhip to be ſuſpicious in receiving, or parſimonious in returning 
Kindneſſesz and therefore what of this Nature ſhe -received, ſhe would not ( tho 
ſometimes poflibly there were probable grounds ſo to do ) interpret it amiſs 3 pro- 
feſſing that ſhe abhorred the ſuſpicion of a Deſign in Kindneſs, as the very. bane of 
Gratitude : And in her returns ſhe was always nobly obliging, as fiudying, rather to 
ſtand in her Friends Book a Creditor than a Debtor. | 


— We heard ſomething before ofher Devotion as an early Bloſſom : But it had not the ..G 


Fate that uſually befalls ſuch Precofious Flowers, to be blafted and fall of before it come 
to maturity 3 For asſhe grew in Years, ſhe grew alſo in Grace, and in Acquaintance 
and Communion with God, and kept a conſtant correſpondence and. intelligence 


Her growth in 
TACC, 


with the Court of Heaven 3 which Heavenly Trade ſhe followed fo cloſe, that her — 


Lady-Mother, whilſt ſhe was under her Government, obſcrvipg how ſhe labouredat 
it, 


J_— 


T be Life and Death of 


it more than the conſtitution of. her Body could well bear 3 and being afraid, © 
leſt by overltraining the Bow to reach the Mark ſhe aimed at, ſhe might be in danger — 
of breaking it, once in a friendly manner told her, That if ſhe intended to bold on that 
courſe, ſhe was not fit to live in this World, To which this humble Lady ( probably 
reflecting "upon herſelf that term of unfitnels to live, in another Notion than 
it was mcant ) anſwercd with much meekneſs, No indeed, Madem, I confeſs, I am 
nots | 
Her great De-_..-When ſhe was married, ſhe abated not of her Devotion, and thereby rendred hey- 
vction. - elf a fingular inſtance of exception, to the difference which the Apolitle St. Paut 
| . puts betwen aWife and a Firgin (and which the Romaniſts make {o much ulc of to ad- 
vancea YVowed Virginity, which invention of theirs they. prefer before marriage, an 
Inſtitution of God 3 1 Cor. 7«.,34+ We may better judge of her Devotioas by the 
proportion of time which ſhe aſſigned for them every day and her conſtant retire- 
ments for that purpoſe were anſwerable to Daniels thrice a day ( Dan. 6. 10.) And 
fince the Deceaſe ot her precious Siſter in Law ( Dr. Langhams Wife ) whodyed ſome 
Wecks before her ( as if hereby ſhe had taken the Alarm to prepare for her own DiC- 
{olution ſhortly to follow ) ſhe more than doubled that proportion, even to David's 
h ſeven times a Day, Fſal. 119. 164. 
Time impro- __ In her Devotions ſhe bukied herſelf, not only in. ſecret Praycr and Mcditation, but 
red. allo in conſtant reading and Rudying of the Sacred Scriptnres, which always took up a 
conſiderable part of her daily: hours of retirement, together with her reading of ſome- 
thing or other of the Writings of ſome Learned, Practical Divines, with which Books 
her Clofſet was well furniſhed. She alſo made it part of her task to read over oge 
Sermon a day, moſtly out of her Note Books ( for the conſtantly pen'd the Sermons 
which the heard )) by which practice of hers ( which ſhe learned trom the mention | 
ot the like in the life of the young Lord Harrington ) and by frequent inculcation, 
ſhe fixed in her Memory all that the heard, and had it in readinels tor the direQtion 
of her Converſation, whenſoever ſhe had necd to make uſe of it. 
__ Some, it may be, hearing how great a part of her time ſhe ſpent thus in ſerret, 
may be defirous to know, _ what time ſhe could allow for triming and adorning her — 
Body : Or haply may ſuſpe& herto have been ſome ſtrange deformed piece, who be- 
ing faln out- with her Glaſs for-telling. too mugh Trath, had neglected all care of 
auxiliary handſomneſs as meer /loſt labour 3 and that ſhe addicted herſclf tothe beau- 
Soul preferred tifying of her Soul, out of deſpair of ever rendring her Body tollerably handſome, 
to the Body. much leſs beautitul,_-To fatishe therefore ſuch as may catertain ſuch thgu hts, they 
may be informed, that her Perſon was ſuch, as to a decent and middle Pack, accome 
panied with a juſt proportion of all Parts, wanted not a Face, whoſe amiablc Linea- 
ments, might, by the ordinary Artifices of that kind, have been advanced to the Re-+ 
putation of a Beaxty, | had ſhe thonght fit to have made uſe of them.__ Yet ſhe neg. 
lected not to beftow upon it fomuch time and pains (after the neceſſary concerns of her 
Soul ) as decency required, tho- haply not ſo much as curiolicy C had ſhe ſtudied it ) 
would have callcd for, _-And this may fatisfhie fuch Queſtioniſts. | 
Time precious, —-T'® this proportion of conſtant Deyotion which ſhe tasked herſelf for every Day, 
_ © if we add her great care to fill up all the relt of her timein profitable Converſe, we 
cannot but look upon heras a great Example of that Command, Eph. 5. 16. For 
ſhe did buy Time out ( as the word ſignifies) of the Hands of thoſe Walters of preci- 
ous Minutes, which buy it all up, even from the moſt Religious imployments, to la» 
viſh it out in Paſ7-times and Recreations, Whence it was, that ( tho ſhe did not rigidly 
cenſure others ) yet ſhe never allowed herſelf to ſee any Masks, Interludes or Plays ; 
or to play at Cards or the like Games 3 and that becauſe ſhe doubted whether the ex- 
pence of ſo; much time, as commonly ſuch Diverſions do require, would be allowed 
upon her account or no» _ Much unlike to many great Perſons, whoſe Time (o lyes 
upon their Hands ( as a dead Commodity ) that they ſipdy always poſſible to put it 
off, becauſe they know not, what profitable uſe to put it unto A Prodigality, which 
_—_how much cauſe they may have to repent of, they may come to underitand, when, 
_— upon their Death*Beds, they find the want of thoſe precious Hours and Minutes for 
more ſcrious uſcs, which formerly they {o laviſhly waſted, The Heathen will riſe up 
in Judgment againſt ſuch, who purpoſed to allow a whole Day to no Converſe that 
would not make him amends for the precious Time expended jn it» ( Sen. «c 
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with God in her ſet hours of Devotionz accountingit ( as ſhe ſaid ) a ſingular Mercy 
that the Great God of Heaven and Earth, would vouchſafe his Creatures ſuch plen- 
tiful diſcoveries of himſelf both in the Books of Nature and Providence : Yea, and 
beyond both thoſe, in his written Word : and therefore ſhe prized them all, but the 
laſt eſpecially with an infinite AﬀeQion, inſomuch, that ſhe often roſe early in the 
Morning to read and meditate therein :, Nor would ſhe, when ſhe was engaged in 
that holy Work, ſuffer any interruptions how neceſlary ſoever, without evident ſigns 
of trouble and diſcompoſure, till ſhe returned to her Beloved Bible again :_Yea, to- 
wards the very Book it (elf, out of her love to the excellent mattercontained therein, 
—ſhe expreſſed ſuch areſpe&t, that ſhe reſented, with a pious diſpleaſure, any undecent 
uſage of it, or careleſs throw ing of it among other ordinary Books. 

_ She had an high eſteem of every part 'of tke Holy Bible, yet there was one part 
of it, namely the Book of PſsIms, which ſhe ſeemed to be moſt pallicnately affeed 
withal ( perhaps, becauſe Sirtilitude being the ground of Love, according to the 
Great Philoſopher ) ſhe foutd fuch agreement betwixt her own Heart, and the Spirit 
of that Book. This her affeGion ſhe ſhewed by reading, or cauſing to be read, one or 
more of them conſtantly at her hour of repoſe in the Evening, which by Meditation 
and Diſcourſe, ſhe uſed to improve, to her own benefit: and theirs that were about her. 
—— And in her Bed ſhe was wont to lock up her lips till morning with the re petition 
vf ſome one Pſalm, that ſhe had by heart, to which , having added ſome pious 
Ejaculations with wonderful fervency , ſhe uſually dropped a ſlzep in ſome holy Ex- 
tafie of devotion. And as ſhe ſhut up her lips, and heart too in this manner 
at night, ſo ſhe conſtantly operied chern again in the morning with the ſame 
Golden Key : So that her ſleep ſeemed to: be but a Parentbeſis betwixt her evening 
and morning devotions , which diſcontinued indeed , but did not diforder them 3 
Yea, rather connexed, and united them into one intire piece , of which C probably 
her very ſleeping phantaſie, by holy dreanis thade a part ſecing it was next to impoſlible 
that even they, bing hedged in between too ſuch immediate as of devotion, ſhould 
not receive a proportionable tinQure from the ſame. 


But we left this excellent Lady purſuing her daily deſign of acquainting herſelf Bible prized 
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—— Theſe her ſet devotions( probably ſhe methodized uſually according to her own 


diſcretion 3 Yet did ſhe. not ſo tie up her ſelf to her own deſigned order, as not to. 
leave to herſelf a latitude , upon any extraordinary occafions, to vary as they re- 
quired . This appeared in that upon the ſolemn Great Feſtivals, at leaſt ſo obſerved 
in our Church, ſhe would accommodate thetn to thoſe ſeaſons reſpectively, 

— In the courſe of herlife ſhe was preciſely careful to avoid all manner of fin; And very 
ſolicitous in all Emergencies, that were of conſequence, to underſtand what her du. 
ty was, that ſo ſhe might pct it according, For as ſhe made Gods Teſtimonies her 
delight ; ſo did ſhe make them her Counſellors, as ( Pal. 119. 24. ) infomuch that ſhe 
never detertnined any doubtful occurrence without great deliberation , and the beſt 
advice ſhe could procure. But eſpecially after her marriage, ſhe made frequent uſe 
given by the Apoltle St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 35- When ſhe defired to learn any thing , to 
ark ber buchand, And indeed, herein was ſhe ſingularly happy, in being by Gods 
good providence dirc&ecd to fuch an husband , as abundantly anſwered that charafter 
given by another Apoſtle, dwelling and converſing with her as a man of knowledg , 
1 Pet. 3.7. One who was very able, and no lefs propenſe to Entertain fuch kind of 
converſe, eſpecially with ſo near a relation as the wife of his boſom. And herein 
indeed , ( belides the advantage which , by this meas, ſhe reaped to herſelf) ſhe 
highly gratified him, by ſapplying him with opportunities of an imployment, which 
was (o fatable to his own Genizz and diſpoſition : And withal , ſhe herein praftifed 
the adviſe given her at her ntiatriage by her prudent Lady Mother , to make berſelf fit 
converſation for ber husband ; Whereof this is a notable inſtance 3 That if at any time in 
her ſollitary diſcourſe with her husband (with which kind of converſe ſhe was much 
delighted ) there had happened a cefſation on both hands for a little while, ſhe 
would be preſently apprehenſive of the loſs, and would deſire him not to let her 
time paſs unimproved 3 But either to retiew the conference z Or to read ſome good 
book to het. 

_— And yet(focager ſhe was of imptoving her Tallents by all good means) that ſhe did 

© hot alone make this advantage of his ſociety 3 But alſo ſhe conſtanly attended the 

publick ordinances , from a due reſpe& unto which ſhe was too weighty a Chriſtian 
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it more than the conſtitution/of her Body could well bear 3 and being afraid, © 
leſt by overltraining the Bow to. reach the Mark ſhe aimed at, ſhe might be in danger 
of breaking it, once in a friendly manner told her, That if ſhe intended to bold on that 
courſe, ſhe was not fit to live in this World, To which this humble Lady ( probably 
-refleting "upon herſelf that term of unfitneſs to live, in another Notion than 
it was meant ) anſwered with much meekneſs, No indeed, Madam, IT confeſs, I am 
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 0ts | 
Her great De-_.-When ſhe was married, ſhe abated not of her Devotion, and thereby rendred hex- 
vction.  -ſelf afingular inſtance of exception, to the difference which the Apoſtle St. Paut 


, puts betwen aWife and a Firgin (and which the Romaniſts make ſo much ulc of to ad- 
vancea Yowed Virginity, which invention of theirs they. prefer before marriage, an 
Inſtitution of God 3 1 Cor. 7- 34+ We may better judge of her Devotioas by the 
proportion of time which ſhe aſſigned for them every day and her conſtant retire- 
ments for that purpoſe were anſwerable to Daniels thrice a day ( Dan. 6. 10.) And 
fince the Deceaſe ot her precious Siſter in Law ( Dr. Langhams Witc ) whodyed ſome 
Wecks before her ( as if hereby |ſhe had taken the Alarm to prepare for her own Diſ- 
{olution (hortly to follow ) ſhe more than doubled that proportion, even to David's 
| ſeven times a Day, Fſal. 119.164. 
Time impro- In her Devotions ſhe bulicd herſelf, not only in. ſecret Prayer and Mcditation, but 
red. allo in conſtant reading and ſtudying of the Sacred Scriptnres, which always took up a 
conſiderable part of her daily: hours of retirement, together with her reading of ſome- 
- thing or other of the Writings of ſome Learned, Practical Divines, with which Books 
her Clofſet was well furniſhed. | She alſo made it part of her task to rcad over oge 
Sermon a day, moſily out of hex Note Books ( for (he conttantly pen'd the Sermons 
which the heard )) by which practice of hcrs ( which ſhe learned trom the mention | 
of the like in the life of the young Lord Harrington ) and by frequent inculcation, 
ſhe fixed in her Memory all that ſhe heard, and had it in readineſs tor the direction 
of her Converſation, whenſoever ſhe had necd to make uſe of it. 
_— Some, it may be, hearing how great a part of her time ſhe ſpent thus in ſerret, 
—_ may be defirous to know, _ what time ſhe could allow for triming and adorning her — 
| Body: Or haply may ſuſpe& her to have been ſome ſtrange deformed piece, who be- 
ing faln out. with her Glaſs for telling. too mugh Trath, had neglected all care of 
- auxiliary handſomneſs as meer loſt labour 3 and that ſhe addiced herſclf tothe beau- 
Soul preferred tifying of her Soul, out of deſpair of ever rendring her Body tollerably handſome, 
to the Body. ' much leſs beautitul, To ſatishejtherefore ſuch as may entertain ſuch thgughts, they 
may be informed, that her Perſon was ſuch, as to a decent and middle Pitch, accom- 
panied with a juſt proportion of |all Parts, wanted not a Face, whoſe amiablc Linea- 
ments, might, by the ordinary Artifices of that kind, have been advanced to the Re- 
putation of a Beaxty, _ had ſhe thpught fit to have made uſe of them.__ Yet ſhe neg. 
lected not to beftow upon it fomuch time and paims(after the neceſſary concerns of her 
Soul ) as decency required, thq- haply not ſo much as curiolicy ( had ſhe ſtudied it ) 
would have callcd for, .-And this may fatishe ſuch Queſtioniſts, | 
Time precious, =-T'@ this proportion of conſtant Deyotion which ſhe tasked herſelf for every Day, 
" if we add her great care to fill up all the reſt of her timein profitable Converſe, we 
cannot but look upon heras a great Example of that Command, Eph. 5. 16. For 
ſhe did buy Time out ( as the word! ſignifies ) of the Hands of thoſe Waſters of preci- 
ous Minutes,. which buy it all up, even from the moſt Religious imployments, to la+ 
viſh it out in Paſ7-times and Recreations, Whence it was, that ( tho ſhe did not rigidly 
cenſure others ) yet ſhe never allowed herſelf to ſee any Masks, Interludes or Plays ; 
or to play at Cards or the like Games 3 and that becauſe ſhe doubted whether the ex- 
pence of 15; much time, as commonly ſuch Diverſions do require, would be allowed 
upon her account or no-_- Much unlike to many great Perſons, whoſe Time (o yes 
upon their Hands ( asa dead Commodity ) that they ſipdy always poſſible to put it 
off, becauſe they know not, what profitable uſe to put it unto; A Prodigality, which 
_—Fhow much cauſe they may have to repent of, they may come to underlitand, when, 
_ upon their Death-Beds, they find the want of thoſe precious Hours and Minutes for 
more ſerious uſes, which formerly they fo laviſhly watted, The Heathen will rife up 
in Judgment againſt ſuch, who purpoſed to allow a whole Day to no Converſe that 
would not make him amends for the precious Time expended in it» ( Sen. «e 
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with God in her ſet hours of Devotion3 accountingit ( as ſhe ſaid ) a fingular Mercy 
that the Great God of Heaven and Earth, would vouchſafe his Creatures ſuch plen- 
tiful diſcoveries of himſelf both in the Books of Nature and Providence : Yea, and 

beyond both thoſe, in his written Word : and therefore ſhe prized them all, but the 

laſt eſpecially with an infinite AﬀeCion, inſomuch, that ſhe often roſe early in the 

Morning to read a nd meditate therein :, Nor would ſhe, when ſhe was engaged in 

that holy Work, ſuffer any interruptions how neceſlary ſoever, without evident ſigns 

of trouble and diſcompoſore, till ſhe returned to her Beloved Bible again :_Yea, to- 
wards the very Book it {e]f, out of her love to the excellent mattercontained therein, 

— ſhe expreſſed ſuch areſpe&t, that ſhe reſented, with a pious diſpleaſure, any undecent 

uſage of it, or careleſs throw ing of it among other ordinary Books. 

_- She had an high eſteem of every part of the Holy Bible, yet there was one part 

of it, namely the Book of PſsIms, which ſhe ſeemed to be moſt pallionately affe&ted 

withal ( perhaps, becauſe Similitude being the ground of Love, according to the 

Great Philoſopber ) ſhe found fuch agreement betwixt her own Heart, and the Spirit 

of that Book. This her affeGion ſhe (hewed by reading, or cauſing to be read, one or 
more of them conſtantly at her hour of repoſe in the Evening, which by Meditation 

and Diſcourſe, ſhe uſed to improve, to her own beneht- and theirs that were about her. 

——— And in her Bed ſhe was wont tb lock up her lips till morning with the re petition 

vf ſome one Pſalm, that ſhe had by heart; to which , having added ſome pious 

Ejaculations with wonderful fervency , ſhe uſually dropped a ſlzep in ſome holy Ex- 
tafie of devotion. And as ſhe ſhut up her lips, and heart too in this manner 
at night, ſo ſhe conſtantly operied chern again in the morning with the fame 
Golden Key : So that her ſleep ſeemed tor be but a Parentbeſis betwixt her evening 
and morning devotions, which diſcontinued indeed , but did not diforder them 3 
Yea, rather connexed, and united thern into one intire piece , of which C probably 3 
her very fceping prone by holy dreanis thade a part ſecing it was next to impollible 
that even they , being hedged in between too ſuch immediate as of devotion, ſhould 
not receive a pxoportionable tinQure from the ſame. 

—— Theſe her ſet devotions( probably J ſhe methodized ufiially according to her own 
diſcretion 3 Yet did ſhe. not fo tie up her ſelf to her own deſigned order, as not to. 
leave to herſelf a latitude , upon any extraordinary occafions, to vary as they re- 
quired. This appeared in that upon the ſolemn Great Feſtivals, at leaſt ſo obſerved 
in our Church, ſhe would accommodate thetn to thoſe ſeaſons reſpeQively, 

— In thecourſe of herlife ſhe was preciſely careful to avoid all manner of fin; And very 
ſolicitous in all Emergencies, that were of conſequence, to underſtand what her du- 
ty was, that ſo ſhe might praRtiſe it according, For as ſhe made Gods Teſtimonies her 
delight ; ſo did ſhe make ? 1 her Counſellors, as ( Pfal. 119. 24. ) infomuch that ſhe 
never detettmined any doubtful occurrence without great deliberation , and the beſt 
advice ſhe could procure. But eſpecially after her marriage, ſhe made frequent uſe 
given by the Apoſtle St. Paul, 1 Cor. 14. 35- When ſhe deſired to learn any thing , to 
ak ber bushand, And indeed, herein was ſhe ſingularly happy, in being by Gods 
good providence dirc&ed to ſuch an husband , as abundantly anſwered that charatter 
given by another Apoſtle , dwelling and converſing with her as a man of knowledg , 
1 Pet. 3.7. One who was very able, and no leſs propenſe to entertain fuch kind of 
converſe , eſpecially with fo near a relation as the wife of his boſom. And herein 
indeed, ( belides the advantage which , by this means, ſhe reaped to herſelf ) ſhe 
highly gratihed him, by ſopplying him with opportunities of an imployment, which 
was {o ſutable to his own Genizz and diſpoſition : And withal , ſhe herein praiſed 
the adviſe given her at her miatriage by her prudent Lady Mother , to make berſelf fit 
converſation for ber hushand 3 Whereof this is a notable inſtance 3 That if at any time in 
her ſollitary diſcourſe with her husband (with which kind of converſe ſhe was much 
delighted ) there had happened a ceſſation on both hands for a little while, ſhe 
would be preſently apprehenſive of the loſs, and would defire him not to let her 
time paſs unimproved 3 But either to rehew the conference 3 Or to read ſome good 
book to her. 

__— And yet(foeager ſhe was of imptoving her Tallents by all good means) that ſhe did 

| hot alone make this advantage of his ſociety 3 But alſo ſhe conſtanly attended the 

publick ordinances , from a due reſpt& unto which ſhe was too weighty a Chriſtian 
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to be unſetlcd by the pitiful prejudices of thoſe giddy times, as too many then were, 
to the unſufferable affronting of Gods goodneſs : Who vouchſafes them to us, and 
C it isro be fearcd ) too often , tothe torlaking of their, own mercies, in the perti» 
cular bencht which tacy might receive by them. And that ſhe might make the beſt 
improvernent of the preſence of Gods Miniſters , whoſe Lips God hath appointed to 
preſerve Knowledge, ſhe would according to his Command, ( in private conference, 
when occaſion was offered, as well as by publick ordinances ) ſeek the Law at their 
Mouth, as Mal. 2. 7. 


Her Prudence- _ An Inſtance whercof of ſpecial remark, was this, that when ſhe met with any — 


Divines of Note, at her Father in Law's |. Sir John Langham's ] Table, with whom, - 
from the time of her. Marriage till her Death, the continued ( and that; plentiful — 
__ Table was ſcldom without Divines of Note ) ſhe would requeſt her Husband to ſet = 
on foot ſome profitable Diſcourſe, which might tniniſter to the Company advantage of © 
their preſence and converſe, profciling that ſhe judged. it altogether abſurd and in- 
congruous to Reaſbn as well as Religion, that Phyſitians and Lawyers ſhould be fo ordi- 
narily entertained,with diſcourſes proper to their reſpective Functions 3 and that Dj- 
vines only ſhould be treated with things out of the Verge of their Profeſſion 3 indeed 
with matters altogether Heterogeneous and Excentrical to the Sphcar of their Holy 
Calling and Office, ; , 
__—— Such as we have heard was her Devotion towards God 3 and ſhe had learned as 
well her Duty towards hex Neighbours, which ſhe made to appear in every Relation 
and Capacity. 

_—When by her Marriage ſhe was to be tranſplanted into her Husbands Family, her 
Lady-Mother- failed not to give her ſuch InſtruQtions, which, as Maxims of Duty, 
ſhe conſtantly praQtized ina juſt proportion to all her Relations. For 3 

——The firſt place in her Aﬀe&ions ſhe gave. to her Husband, whom ſhe & intircly 
loved, that ſhe hath been heard to profeſs that ſhe towld even die for him: Aud this 
her Love ſbe expreſſcd in an eminent Degree, by her dutifal compliance with whatſo- 
ever ſhe obſerved to be acceptable unto him : For ſhe never received the leaſt intimation 
of his pleaſure ( tho delivered in the terms of a requeſt ) but it found with her the 
force of a Command, with which (waving her own Opinion in Caſe of difference 
from his) ſhe alwayes reſpecttully complyed 3 infomuch, that no inſtances of conjugal 
Happineſs in others, ever minded him of any deficiency in his own, but rather pro+ 
duceda greater complacency in his ſo great felicity, whilſt he found hiniſgf happy in 
his own Choice, even beyond the molt eminent Examples. 

—— And not only - her Love and dutiful deportment, but her rarc Learning alſo, ren - 
dered her to be a meet Help for him, as being thereby made capable of converſin 
with him in Points, both of Divinity and Humanity, and that very knowingly n. 
judiciouſly, and that in more Languages than one 3 for ſhe was able to make uſe of 
Icarncd Authors in other Tongues, not nceding the help of Tranſlations, As for Latin, 
that learnedeſt piece of Peter Martyr | his Common Places | ſhe frequently had recourſe 
unto, and made good uſe of., For French, ſhe was intimately acquainted with the 
Works of ( That Prodigy of Learning and Language, Dottor du Moulin, out of whoſe 
Buckler of Faith, ſhe was enabled not only to Jefend her own Proteſtant Faith and 
Religion, but ( as ſhe had any occaſion to converſe with any Popiſh Ladies ) to batter 
and overthrow theirs. And for the Italian, ſhe could make as good advantage of 
what Learning that Language afforded. | | 

And notwithſtanding ( which, in an accompliſhment whercin ſhe ſo much 
exceeded moſt of her Sex, inſomuch that more.it was remarkable.) all theſe her 
rare and great parts, ſhe was not at all clated or puffed up with them 3 that ſwel- 
ling conceitedneſs ( which the Apoſtle St. Paz tells us, doth too often Fly blow cmi- 
nent Gifts, 1 Cor, 8. 1. and which is the very Banc of our Times ) the was not 
tainted withal : 'So that her Hu$Sband was a perfect Stranger, and wholly unacquain- 
ted with all thoſe inconveniences, which ſome have fancied, do neceſſarily accom- 
pany a Learned Wife ; for even lerein ſhe would alwayes lower her Sails to him as to 
her Lord and Head; making uſe of her own Knowledg and Learning only to capacitate 
her to make the beſt improvement of Hisz from whom ſhe wguld ( as one, who, 
rogether with her other Learning had learned her Duty from the Apoſtle, to) receive 
.Inſtruction in all ſubmiſſive filence or quietneſs, 


FR Daughter _T'0 her Lady- Mother ſhe did not forget her Duty in the leaſt 3 no not when her 


MaI- 


the Lady Elizabeth Langham, e>c. 


married condition had 'manzmittcd her trom under her Government 3 , but ſhe fill al- 
lowed her the next place in her Aﬀections to thoſe of her Husband, and ſo. demeaned 
herſelf towards her, - that\ſhe always cfteeme:d her, not only a very dutitul and deſcr» 
ving Daughter, bur ( as her own Phraſe was _) an excellent . Friend alfo.. . 

__Þ To her Father in Law ſhe payed the ſame Duty ( according to.the. particular di- 
rection given her by her Lady-Mother at the time of hegſMarriage ) which (heper- 
formed to her own Mother, as conſidering, that where the Ordinance, of God wakes 
of two Perſons one Fleh, it makes alſo a proportionable Union to their reſpective 
natural Relations on both fides 3 they being but Reliquie Carnis- nojtre,. the remainder 
of every ones own Fleſh in other Bodies : As both Arias Montanus, and our own Mar- 

' gin from him, render thoſe words, by. which neerneſs of Kin is exprefled, ..Levit. 
18. 5. | | , | | 

——Tothe Memory of her Predeceſſor in that Relation wherein (he ſtood to Sir Famer 
Langham, (he teſtified ( contrary to what is uſual jn ſuch Caſcs) a very lingular and 
{igval Reſpect 3 enquiring with ſome cagernefs, after her ſpecial Virtnes,' which the 
deligned for her own imitaticn, and by giving the Good which. ſhe heard of her a 
Jjuit Commendation. —_ 

_——To the Children which Sir: Fames had by his firſt Lady ( Providence having denycd Az a Mother, 
him any by this, except one in expectation, to whom the Dcath ot the Mather ren- 
d&rcd the Womb a Grave ) the was in hergreat caxe and tenderneſs. much more 
than a Mother in Law, that it was wholly impoſſible for.any but thoſe which, knew 
otherwiſe, not to have miſtaken her for their natural, Mather 3 and it with then (he 
had had any of her own Body, ſurcly the could haudly haye told how to have xender- 
cd hcr love to her natural Iſſue ( iv ,any (contiderable indication ) more . Emphati- 
cal. So folicitouſſy did ſhe intereli herſcl} vth in the Education of, and Proviliog for 
them - and ſo concerned herſelf in all. occaGons of never fo little bodily Diltcmper, 
that ſhe deſerved thereby. to have renderey, thFName of a Step-Morher a Nanic of, 
Honour, and herſc!f an Example, from whom even natural Mothers themſclycs might, A 
not diſdain to.. learn-a Law , of kindneſs towards the Children of, their own | Vic 
Bodies. Sian 1-4 | | 

_— From the Daughter, who was then about eleven years old, ſhe conſtantly requir- . 
ed a repetition ( by heart ) of the Sermons, which ſhe heard, : And for this Task ſhe 
had by her inſtructions (0 Logically methodized, the memory of this young Child, chat, 
ſhe was able to Analize a Sermon containing thirty or forty perticular Heads, wich 
the moli remarkable inlargments upon them. , ?,.4.8 

———And this Religious care of her Children {be nct only continued during hcr health, 
but even in the time of hcr ſickneſs alſo, fo far as her weakneſs would permit. And 
to ſhew that ſhe minded them as long as ſhe minded any thing in this world, cven up* 
on her Dying-Bcd , ſhe requeſted her Husband (tho he nceded "not any ſuch Spur co 
quicken him in his Duty ) co breed them up in the Exercifesot feycre Godline(ſs3 And 
to ſce them taught ſuch Evidences of Salvation, as might ſupport them one Day in 
their Dying Agonies. 

_—Toher Servants, ſhe demeancd herſelf fo mild]y, as if they had not been fo properly 4s 2 Miſtreſs, 
Servants as Humiles amici (in the Moraliſts Phraſe ) a Sort ot inferior Friends : which de» 
portment won her from them a great deal of awful Love, and Heart Service inſtead of 
Eye Service, which is the common vice of thoſe in that Rglation, _She extended her care — 
even to the meaneſt of them, and that, not only tor their Bodies, but for their Souls — 
alſo : Calling thcem,who were more immediately under her inſpetion(her Maidens co 
an account in writing( if they could write Jot the Sermons which they heard, and uſed — 
to help and ſupply their wants out of her own more cxa& Notes, _She would call — 
tiponi them in the Morning to go to God, that is, to wait upon him in their Mor- 
ning Devotions. before.they came to wait upon her : And it any one of them (tor ſhe — 
would examine them ſeverally ) confeſſed, or by filence bewrayed a neglect thereof, — 
ſhe would immediarely diſmiſs her from her preſent attendance upon her to go abour — 
that work, and that, not without ſome reprehenton tor giving her ſervice the — 
precedency to Gods. And this care ſhe took ( as ſhe would frequently expreſs her- 

{{1f to her husband ) from adeep conviction of this truth, that Governors of families 
are to be accountable unto God for the ſouls of the meaneſt under their inſpeftion. A courſe 
which ( ſo far as ſhe could bear it ) ſhe continued even in her lalt ſickneſs, For —— 
when the importunitics of her own bodily 'diſtemper kept any of them.7from the 
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_ Church, to attend her neceſſities at home on the Lords-day, ſhe would tell them, 
—- that nothing, but an abſolute neceſſity, ſhould have -been reaſon ſufkcient for her 
— detaining them about her: But yet (ſaid the ) your minds are at liberty: let God 
— have as much worſhip as you can give bins, lift up your bearts, lift your bearts © remem- 
— ber it is the Lords day. © | 


Her Charity. 


_— Here you have a rare exatfiple, very fit to be followed by others of her Sex, and 
Quality, Yea well it was,if thoſe, which are far inferior to her in Birth and breed- 
ing , would learn ſo much Religion from her ,_ as'to conſider that ſervants have 


ſouls as well as thernſelves, yea! immortal ſouls, that require ſometime of triming and — 


drefling as well as their' Ladies and MNifirefles bodies _; And that theſe perſons will — 


ſurely give but a bad account of their ſervants fouls , whoſe tedious dreffings ſpend — 
the greateſt part of every day ( not excepting the Lords day it felf ) and will ſcarce 
allow their Maids a minutes retiredneſs to lift up a ſbort prayer in fecret , where- 
with to ſanftitie their imployments in the day. 


_—— Neither did ſhe extend this care of her Servants , only whilſt they continued with 


her , but enlarged it to ſuch as went away from her : An excellent example whereot 


may be this 


: when a mean ſervant came to take her leave of her , ſhe gave her ( to- 


gether with ſome other expreſſions of her kindneſs and charity ) much good counſel 3 
and intreated her husband tc make ſome additions thereunto 3 but cfpecially to dife 
miſs her with a ſecond /argeſs of good advice. 


_— Her charity to the poor was very eminent , not ſtaying till they made known their 


wants, but even preiling out of them thoſe complaints which their modeſty would 
have ſuppreſſed , by her ftri& 'enquiry into their conditions, that ſo ſhe might tind 
out wherein ſhe might be beneficial and helptul to them. -And when ſhe was infor- 
med of any of their wants that exceeded an ordinary work of charity, ſhe was ever 
ſolicitous how ſhe might procure a proportionable relief for ſuch parties ſo concer- 
ned. _Neither did her - charity extend only to the bodies of thoſe whom ſhe releived:; 
for ſhe gave to moſt, eſpecially to thoſe , whoſe great Exigencies ( in probability ) 
rendred them more careful and incligable to follow it ; a double alms , both of her 
bounty, and Chriſtian cownſel allo 3 which laſt ( tho the other was not mean ) was con- 
ſtantly the belt of the too. . 
But a thouſand inſtances of her great and frequent Charity, have eſcaped the ob» 
ſervation of any, but of thoſe that received it, ( ſhe being in acts of this nature con« 
rented with the notice* of God and her own Conſcience : ) fo that our bleſſed Savi- 
ours Rulc in this, was hers? Let not thy left band know what thy right hand doth — 
( Mat. 5.3. }Andyet, to Gods Glory and her own deſerved commendation and 


- Honour, thoſe good deeds of this nature ( which ſhe ſtudiouſly concealed in her life- 


Mer Hunulity. tiene, to avoid vain glory, which ſhe alwaycs abhorred ) came to lizht in a great — 
v gory, } 5 Br 


_ meaſure after her death , as appeared in the paſſionate reſentments of thoſe 


great — 


_— Crowds of poor People ,_who \came thronging to have a fight of her Hearſe whiltt it — 


— Was expoſcd to view, and ſhewed that it was not ſo much curioſity as affection that — 


— brought them thither, which! they deelared by their bitter Lamentations and Tears — 
_ wherewith they bewailed her Death (as the Widows did Dorcas's, A. 9. 39. ) as — 


their common and irreparable loſs. 


Her Prudence, —In theexcerciſeof this her Charity and Bounty, put of her great Fear ( as we heard) 
cſi ſhe ſhould be too well thought of, if others knew the proportion of it, and that 
ſhe might be the more affured of it, that it was not diverted from the right Channel, 
ſhe commonnly truſtc4 no Hands with it but her own ; making it her care before ſhe 
went abroad at any time, to furniſh her Poor-mans Purſe with ſuch Monics as were 
ht to be diſtributed and divided, amongſt ſuch neceſlitous People, which*Providence, 
before her return might caſt into her way. 


—— One remarkable paſſage muſt not be omitted under this Head of her Charity, tho 


it only fo far concerns her as to ſhew her Judgment in the choice of fit Subjects to 
lay it forth upon, and it was this ; She was once told of the prodigious Bounty of - 
ſome of her Anceftors towards Religious Places and Perſons 3_as alſo tor the training 
up of young Studients in the Univerſiues :_ As ſoon as this laſt ſort of their Charity was 


mentfoned, 


Abe applauded this/ eſpecially, thus expreſſing her thoughts of it z-Indee4 


( aid ſhe )) it #75 the beſt Charity to promote the Good of Souls , and in that reſpett it jþ 
a mudh nobler Bounty to be the means of conſecrating the Life of one,” than relicving the 
Age and Infirmitics of twenty, | 


She 
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_—— She always profeſſed a great deteſtation to Tale-bearing, which is the bane of Love 
and Charity, from which the had a high degree of abhorrency. She always ſuſpeed -—— 
a Paſſionate Accuſer, as being commonly more faulty than the Party accuſed ; it —_— 
the uſual Artifice of Malice, to endeavour the concealing of its own guilt by ſtopping 
the Earsof Juſtice witha prejudicate Opinion againſt thoſe from whom ic fears a 
Recrimination: And in all differences of this nature which came under her Cogniz ance, 
ſhe conſtantly uſed this healing Method 3 firſt to allay the acrimony of the conten- 
ding Spirits, and then to accommodate the difference it ſelf. 
—Indeed her Charity in all points, did anſwer the CharaRter which the great Apoſtle 
St. Paul gives of that heavenly Grace, x Cor. 13. which to read, is tocomprile the 
whole Hiſtory of her Life in an Aſtra or ſhort Epitome. Read it, and accommodate 
the ſeveral parts of it to the former Relation : Charity ( and ſuch was hers ) ſxffereth 
long, and is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave it ſelf 
'# wnſcemly, ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily provokgd, thinkgtb no evil, rejoyceth not in Iniquity 
but rejoyceth in the Truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things , endu- 
reth all things, verſe 4, 5, 6, 7+ 
— _—And truly to fo eminent a progreſs in all manhter of perfeQions, there could hard- 
ly be made any acceſſion in this World; fo that it was high time for her to be tranſplan- 
; red from hence to the Society of the Spirits made perfett in the other World. And 
God ( whoſe manner it is to gather his Frai* when it is fully Ripe ) having now 
made her meet to be a pertaker of the Inheritance 'of the Saints in Light , accordingly 
thought fit to tranſlate her thirher,. March 28th.' Anno Chriſti 1664, 

Her Sickneſs of which ſhe dyed, ſurprized her 0n a ſudden, being the Small-Pox, Her (icknes, 
diſguiſed under the reliques of a Feaver, which to appearance was almolt diſpelled : 
And truly ſuch a ſurprize of Death, in the very borders and confines of expected 
Health, might well have diſcompoſed and put out of frame any Soul, but ſuch an 
one as hers, which always kept ſo good a Guard, that no event could befall her for 
which ſhe was not well prepared. F 

_—— During the Twilight of Hopes and Fears, which ſometimes held both her Phyſitians 
and Relations in ſuſpence concerning her, ſhe always ſeemed in her own inclination 
to deſire St. Pawls choice, Phil. 1» 23. To have a defire to depart and to bewith Chrift, 
Begging of her Dear Husband, who was (as he had great cauſe) humbly importu» deport 
nate with God that he might have a longer enjoyment of her, that he would not ET 
pray for her Life but for her Soul, that God would make her fit to die; or if he pleafed 
to gratific the deſires of thoſe 'who ſo affeRionately detired her Recovery, that he 
would fo ſanctific his Hand unto her, that ſhe might obtain Grace of him to pay her 
Vows. For truly her great aim and defign was, to be perfefting Holineſs in the Fear of 
God : And'the great requeſt, which ſhe made for herſelf in the midft of her Feveriſh 
Paroxiſm, was, that by the burning heat ( as ſhe ſaid ) ſhe might be purified and re« 
fined : and conformable hereunto was that requeſt of hers ( taken notice of in a for- 
mer Sickneſs which fell out a little before her Marriage |) which ſhe expreſſed with 
molt Empbatical vchemency 3 O that I could do the whole Will of God! 

In other times of this her laſt ſickneſs, when her Husband praying by her, proſecuted 
with earncſineſs his conſtant requeſt for her recovery to Health,and a longer Life4when 
the Duty was over, ſhe would kindly chide the exwberancy of his affections, and delire 
him to reſt content in Gods Promife, That all things ſhould work together far his good, 

Rom. $. 28. and to fubmit( as (he wholly did ) to his Sovercign Will, telling him 
withal, that he had no reaſon to let loſe the Reins to Sorrow, it he ſaw her dye 
with good evidences of her going to Heaven and to allay his paſſions in his greatcli 
fears of that ſeparation,which he ſo much deprecated 3, We came not ( (aid ſhe ) into the 
IWorld together, nor can we expe& to go out of it together\,yet is it @ great ſatisfattion to me 
that T am going thither, whither, after a white, you ſhall follow me. And ſhe was lome- 
what inquiſitive ( probably in' order to the advancement of that fatisfaQtion )) what 
degrees of Communion the glorified Saints have one with another, and what meaſure 
oft Knowledge they have of each other ? A Queltion which is often asked by raci- 
ous Souls, but ſurely impolible to be fully anfiwered from clear Grounds of Scrip- 
cure, the Arguments on both ſides being alike probable 3 neither need it create any 
trouble unto us, tho we ſtill remain in the dark about it 3 *cis butalitcle while before 
comfortable experience will decide the controverſic to all that wait for the coming 


of the Lord Jefus, beyond all our uncertain Diſputes z yet this we may conclude ws 
eaat 
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” 
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that if it will add any thing to our comfort and happineſs, it ſhall not be wanting 
in that place where is fullneſs of joy, &Cc. 

Her Patience. _- During the whole time of her fickneſs, ſhe was very ſolicitous of her deportmene 
and carriage, under the affliing hand of :God., and afraid left the reſtlefnefs oc- 
caſioned by her Diſeaſe might be the fruit of Impatiencez for which reaſon ſhe 
would oftentimes ( with a kialy jealouſic of herſelf ) ask thoſe about her, whether 
ſhe did not ſeem to them to be deficient in Patience ? Ard would ſeem to be troubled 
at the remembrance of the carriage of ſuch and ſuch Chriſtian Friends, with whom 
ſhe had been on their ſick-beds, as conſcious to herſelf how far ſhort ſhe came of 


them. } | 
Her Temptati- Some conflicts with Temptations ( if they may be fo called, 2nd not rather the 
_ © tenderneſs of her own Conſcience apt to ſmite her ( as Davids did, for cutting off 


bur the Skirt-of Sauls Robe, 1 Sam.24-5.' ). for the ſmalleſt omithons, of which yer, 
thoſe that knew the tiritne(s of her walking with God, thought the h2d little cauſe to 
complain) and yet thoſe very complaints: in the nature. of them, argued 2 very great 
prot.ciency 'in Holineſs, Take one Example whereby. yoqu may judge. of the xeſi, : 
Shc bewailed that ſhe had not been'fo fentible as ſhe ought to have been, of the 
Statc and Gondition of - the Church of Chriſt. -A thing which (I fear ) moſt of ug 
n:2y more juſtly charge upon» our ſelves,” conſidering the wotul havock, at this. day 
made ine by the Eaſtern Wild Boar ous-of the Forreſt, and by the Foxes, the Romifh 
Emiſſaries-in ſeveral diſguiſes,*which ſeck to ſpoil its .tendcr Grapes z,Yurely we do 
not as we ought, prefer Jeruſalem before our chiefeſt Faye... ; .. 1:1 
= —— Butic pleaſed God that theſe, thin and light Clouds were ſoorgdiſpell'd and difap- 
er Comfort. peared, the. light of Gods. Countenance breaking through them and 6lling her Soul 
wich comfort; ſo that ſhe told a Friend that viſited her, that ſhe thanked God, that 
inficad of a World full of troubles and miſerics, God now had-given unto her the fight 
of a better Country, and the Proſpe& hereof, together with the clearing of her title 
to, and intereſt in it ( athing which in her belt health ſhe expreſſed, a great deal of 
ſolicitouſaeſs for , | informuchas ſhe hath ſometimes ſaid, with an Empbaſis. of zealous 
carneſtneſs, who is there thas being once aſſured of the Pardon of Sin, would nat be willing 
to dye the. next bour ? ) made- ter now {hehad attaincd it,. ſo willingand ready tore 
ſign up her Soulinto the Hands of God her heavenly Father, as knowing whom ſhe 
had truſted 3 and to lay down her Earthly Tabernacle in exchange for that Howſe nat 
made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens. 
_ And thus fell what was Mortal ot this precious and incomparable Saint, to her 
own infinite gain, but to the inexpreſſible loſs of all her ſuryiving Fricnds and Ac- 
quaintance, but eſpecially of her near and dear Relations... And indeed it was her 
counſel to her tenderly loving and affeQionate Husband in the time of her health, 
to take heed of overloving ber, wiſhing bim to bewarc of it, as he delircd not to be rid 
of her; for ( ſaid ſhe ) God will endure ns Rival. l 


May not the Story of this Lady Saint, 
Make many Lady bluſh thro Patch and Paint ? 


— 


On the Memory of the Right Honourable 
the Lady Elizabeth Langham. 


AD Ia Subje# of a meaner ſize, 

Methinkg I could write Volumes, and mine Eyes 
Land: flood whole Quires of Paper with a Tide 
Of Elegies. Deep Rivers filent ſlide. 
Great Contemplations tye the Tongue, that Mind 
That's wrapt to Heaven cannot utterance find, 


So Commentators 0n an eafie Text 
_ Are endleſs in, their Paraphrale 3 But vex2 eu 
Fith 


tbe Lady Elizabeth Langham, ec. 


With a Myſterious Place paſi*d by ( be ſure ) 
And veil your Bonnet with Vot ſerviturec : 
So boly Cloyſters veneration's dumb, 

Their Walls being mitto'd with Silcntium. 


But as the Heralds blazon Princes Coats, 
Not by mean Colours, but coleſtial Notes; 
By heavenly Planets, thence to ſignifie 
Their near approaches to Divinity. 
) $0 an inſpired Angel from the Muſe 
Of Jefie*s Son, this equal tark, ſhould chuſe, 
With Qnil pluckt from a Chcrubs wing to paint 
The great example of this illuſtrious Saint, 


Her Apparition makes me all agaſt 

Like ber of Endor, or tÞ Enthuftaſt, 

Scar'd and convmlsi'd with his own Oracles, 
Thou Conlltcllation of Miracles, 

Epitome of the whole Sphear of Excellence, 
Extrati of all that Nature could diſpence 3 

Is here Great and Good, Noble and Humble meet, 
Learned and Mideſt Wit without deceit. 

That kill in Scripture, and in Tongues ſhe got, 
Made ber a living Bible Polyglot, 

Theſe did not puff ber up, ſhe did deſcend 

To the kind Offices of Wife and Friend ; 

Mother and Siſter as if Ethicks were 

Not ſo much taught ber as tranſcrib'd from her, 

O what a glorious Creature, and bow rare 

A Saint *twould be, that had what ſhe could ſpare / 


Where hath ſhe left ber equals now in F ame, 
But in the noble Howſe from whence ſhe came : 
Too ſmall, alas| where Vertues ſacred Fire 
Retires in Embers: O may't ner expire: 
Dark Lanthern of the moſt reſplendent light, 
There is the Goſhen, all the reft ir Night, 


Alas ! our Pharos is blown out of late 
By which we did proſperonſly navigate, 
And Trade both Indices for more precious wealth y 
A nobler Traffick with heaven and ' fulf : 
But whilſt we did expe ſo rich a Cargo, 
Death on the ſudden made this ſad Imbargo. 
We only expett a Reſtitution there 
Where Saints ſhall bereveaPd, andtþ* Revelation clears 


William Langham, 


Vp 


The Life and Death of the Right Honourable 
Suſanna Counteſs of Suffolk, who Dved, 
May the 19th, 1649. 


the Second Daughter to the Eatl of Holland: And came into the World 
by Accident, Six Weeks, as they accounted it, before her time ; Nature, 
if we may ſo ay, or rather Providence, being importunate to bring her 
forth, becauſe ſhe would be { adrhirably «/eful, and had bur fo ſhort a time to 
conrinue here below. | | h 
— How happily and zealouſly ſhe Improved her ſhott Time and Life, I will, with 
all ſincerity, endeavor to ſhew. | 
— And now, where ſhall | begin ? ahd how ſhall 1 make ar! end? both ſeem alike 
difficult tomy preparations; whereon ſhall Llay the Foundation to Build a Preciows 
Name and Memorial for her, who her RIF had Purchaſed it many ways? ſhall 
I rell you of her Natural Parts and Indowments ? ſhall I tell, you how her Parents 
and ber ſelf had perfeCted thoſe by careful Education, Art and Induſtry ? ſhall I 
fer you know how thoſe were made Graceful, by a meek, pleaſant and affable 
Deportment ? How they were adorned with the choiſeſt Jewels, which every Vir- 
tue could afford her, or which is rareſt, that all theſe were Conſtcrated by a re- 
tgious, even, frame and temper ?_ and. Laſtly, which is the hi PerfeCtion at-, 
tainable on Earth, That ſhe and they were SanCtified by the viſible opperations of 
the Spirit of God, whoſe Image fat Bright and Glorious oh her Soul, and did 
ſhine through all” her Conyetfation? Theſe 'are the ſolid ſire Foundations of a 
Good Name, and all theſe Cronded fo into'tny Thoughts at orice, ' thar-they” were 
eaſily loſt in the many fair paths and tutnings, through which ( look which , way 
ſoever you would) her Excelleticies, Parts, Virtues, Graces, 'were ready to in. 
vite and draw my Meditations, , he's | 7 | 
- But that this UIhiverſality, may not diſorders your Thoughts, as they have done 
tmine, I muſt not ſeek ſuch Arguimenits for her Praiſe, being dead, ( as have no faſt 
bottom for an Inward Good Name, and ) for Which ſhe would not only diſpraile, 
bur ſharply cenſure me, if ſhe were living, Namely, for any thing ſhe had by 
Nature ; althovgh from that too in this regard, ſeeing whatſoever: Nature had 
given her, ſhe made a Veſſel tolay up ſome Grace or other in. 


FT His moſt Excellent Lady was Born in or abbut the Year 1627. She was 


Alf I ſhouldrell you of the Sharpneſs of her #7, 1 could riot better inſtance to. Her wir. 


rove it, than that in Queſtions of Religion, Chiefly Caſes of Conſcience, and dif- 
Foulr places of Scriptures, ſhe was moſt ſudden at making Nice Doubrs, .and ex- 
traordinary happy in reſolving them, at leaſt to the ſatisfying'of others, althongh 
ſuch was ber Humility, and low eſteem of her own Gifts, that ſhe would earn- 
eſtly labour for the reſolution of others, rather than trult toher own. 


-—Her FTudgment was moſt ſcund, as did appear, as by her concurrence with the Her Judg- 
Wiſe and Learned in"Opinions about Secular Afﬀairs, private os publick, ſo chiefly mee: 


in the Controverſies in Religion ; -that amids all thoſe i —_ and varieties of 
Opinions, ( tothe Knowledg of which ſhe'was drawn by her curious Sobl, which 
had a mighty Thirſt after all kind of Knowledg, eſpecially uj matters 'which' con- 
cerned God, Religion, and Eternity, 1 ſay, though ſhe knew all, Good and Evil, 
yet) ſhe hada Diſcerning Jud ment, and Targgſ6e Seofe? to thule the Good,.. and 
refuſe the El ; ny | Points ſimply | tO Satvetien, in Which , we 

y believe the Spirit of God would not let her fall, but in Speculative-. Truths 
her Opinions were not tainted, nor her Mind ftiaken; with any of thoſe plauſible 
Errors, wherewith the Times did then ſo miſerably infeſt” and diſtrat the Church 
of God, and led. Captive many, well-meaning Souls ; but her. knowing and well- 
grounded allent went along firſt with the Sire Rule, the Hriten Word of God, then 
with thoſe, who for ſticking to that, have been held the Sewndeſ# and moſt Claſſical ; 
- 'Qq Whereſo- 
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The Life and Death of the Right Honourable 
Suſanna Counteſs of Suffolk, who Died, 
May the 19th, 1649. 


the Second Devgbrer to the Earl of Holland: And came into the World 

by Accident, Six Weeks, as they accounted it, before her time ; Nature, 

if we may fo wy, or rather Providence, ny he oa to bring her 
forth, becauſe ſhe would be {6 adrhirably »ſeful, and had bur fo ſhort a time to 
conrinue here below. | 4 | 

— How happily and zealouſly ſhe Improved her ſhott Time and Life, I will, wick 

all ſincerity, endeavor to ſhew. 

— And now, where ſhall] begin ? ahd how ſhall I make art end? both ſeem alike 
difficult romy preparations; wWhereon ſhall Ilay the Foundation to Build a Preciows 
Name and Memorial for tier, who her IF had Purchaſed ir fo many ways? ſhall 
I rell you of her Natural Parts and Indowments ? ſhall I tell, you how her Parents 
ahd ber ſelf had perfected thoſe by careful Education, Art and Induſtry ? ſhall I 
fer you know how thoſe were made Graceful, by a meek, ' pleaſant and affable 
Deportment ? How they were adorned with the choiſeſt Jewels, which every Vir- 
tue could afford her, or which is rareſt, that all theſe were Conſtcrated by a re- 
Fgious, even, frame and temper ?_ and. Laſtly, which is the hi PerfeCtion at-, 
tainable on Earth, That ſhe and they were SanCtified by the viſible opperations of 
the Spirit of God, whoſe Imape fart Bright” and Glorious oh her Soul, and did, 
ſhine through all her Conyetfarion? Theſe 'are the oli fare Foundations of a 
Good Name, and all theſe Cronded fo int6'tyy Thoughts at once, ' thar-they” were 
eaſily loſt in the many fair paths and tutnings, through which ( look which , way 
ſoever you would ) her Excellencies, Parts, Virtues, Graces, were ready to in» 
vite and draw my Meditations, | s | 
- But that this UIiverſality, may not diſorders your Thoughts, as they have done 
tine, I muſt not ſeek ſuch Arguments for her Praiſe, being dead, ( as have no faſt 
bottom for an Inward Good Name, and ) for Which ſhe would not only diſpraile, 
bur ſharply cenſure me, if ſhe were living, Namely, for any thing ſhe had by 
Nature ; although from that too in this regard, ſeeing whatſoever Nature had 
given her, ſhe made a Veſſel tolay up ſome Grace or other in. | 

Alf I ſhould tell you of the Sharpneſs ni 
we it, than that in Queſtions of Religion, Thiefly Caſes of Conſcience, and dif- 

cult places of Scriptures, the was moſt ſudden at making Nice Doubts, and ex- 
traordinary happy in reſolving them, at leaſt to the farisfying'of others, althongh 
ſuich was ber Humility, and low eſteem of her own Gifts, that ſhe would earn- 
eſtly labour for the reſolution of others, rather than trult toher own. | | 


T': moſt Excellent Lady was Born in or abbut the Year 1627. She was 


Her FTudgment was moſt ſcund, as did appear, as by her concurrence with the. Her Judg- 
Wiſe and Learned in"Opinionsabout Secular Afﬀairs, private os publick, , ſo chiefly 9%: 


in the Controverſies in Religion ; that amlds all thoſe* differences and warieties of 
Opinions, ( to. the Knowledg of which ſhe was drawn by her curious Sobl, which 
had a mighty Thirſt after all kind of Knowledg, eſpecially ij matters 'which' con- 
cerned God, Religion, and Eternity, 1 fay, though ſhe Knew. all, Good and Ewil, 


yet) the bad Diſcerping Tecgmens, and FaryJen\ Suſe to abeſe the Grag., ani 
I 


refuſe the Ewl ; not only. Points fimply | ry to Satverien, in Which , we 
y believe the Spirit of God would not let her fall, but in Specularive-. Truths 
her Opinions were not tainted, nor her Mind ſhaken, with any of thoſe plauſible 
Errors, wherewith the Times did then ſo miſerably infeſt” and diſtratt the Church 
of God, and led. Captive many, well-meaning Souls ; but her. knowing and well- 
grounded allent went along firſt with the Sure Rule, the Hriten Word of God, then 
with thoſe, who for ſticking to that, have been held the Sowndeſ# and moſt Claſſical ; 
: 'Qq Whereſo- 


of her #it, 1 could not better inſtance to. Her Wir. 
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The Life and Death of 
VVhereſoever, in caſes, ſhe ditterd from the moſt received opinions, it was com- 
monly in Practical points, and ſeldom bur ſhe inclined to the more ſtrict, her ve- 
3 n, ry Error (if it were one” )'deferving its own pardon. No 

Her Phang, Her Pharicy was moſt Divine, and although ſhe fed it very much with Humaye 
Authors, delighting in VVit, that was Pure, and filled wich ain artifici- 
al coriceit, Poetry eſpecially , in the apprehenſion of which ſhe was very Dex- 
rerous, and would ever (eta Mark upon fuch expreſſions as were moſt emphatical 
and quaint, many times adding a Grace by her particular interpretation, even be. 
yond the intention of the Auther, but with exceeding fitneſs and ſignificancy ; yer 
ſhe molt confined her Phancy to Gather Flowers in Paradiſe, in Gods Gardep, in his 
Bock, and in ſuch as exerciſed their VVits in that Field, ſpecially in Divine Pogry, 
in which kind ſhe took an exceſſive delight to be converſant in Mr. Herberrs Terpyle, 
in which ſhe found our ſuchfirand ſignificant Elegantjch, that wheh the tead or re- 

peared them, ir was hary fo. deterthin Whethiet the "Author or ſhe ghade the ſenc 

ſuch innumerableDeſcantsWoiild ſhe make'uporn every ſingle exprefſionthere ; A 
to ſhew what delight ſhe.took in that heavenly VVis, Lhave heard” her more that! 
once, ſeriouſly aver, that if there were rio | more extant bur her Copy, :fbme bund- 
reds of pqoundsſhould not purchaſe that. Jitzle Book from her ; and if ithad come to 
the offer, 1 am. well aſſured no money-{ of which the' was no admurer atall ; of 
ca; Devout Sanftifed Wit eſpecially, -very mich ) could have gair'd ic 'from 

fr. IF F: | | 
Her M:moy. _. Her Memory excelled riot her other Patts, and yet waseven to admitation Hap- 
Pl of which'the proofs Were not ſo-tany in ſecular affairs, becauſe her exerciſes zn 
em were but of diſcretion, Necefſity, -and to pleaſe Others; Her joy and de- 
light were in'ſich things as |adorned her Soul, and in ſach her Memory was the 
moſt Faithful Servant that could be imagined ; ſhe did not make it her lask to ger 
things without Book, bi what ſhe hked, her Memory, like a good Steward, would 
carefully lay up, ever without bidding ; Begin a Religious Ode of Mr. Herberss, 
which ſhe had read, and ſhe woulq ardicarily repeat the reſt withour ſticking or 
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miſſing ; nay ſcarce could you begin. ary verſe in the Piblero which ſbe would not 
perſtntly add the latter end, as wo thy Pſalms of David, and ſome vther places, I 


have been an Ear-witnels at rhe tryals, andthis only by the willingneſs of her -Me- 
moyy, not any rasking of it; Theſe ſhe had at her Hearr, therefore might ſay them 
by Heart, .ſhe had them rooted in hex Heart and AfjeCtions, and therefore might 
more eafily rehearſe them, they lay nppermolt,' and therefore were ready atall 
occaſions. "Our of the aburidance of rhe-Hears the Mowhſpeaketh. 
 —1 muſt not forget to give one pagaity ence BY ber Memory, when enploypd 
abonr theſe berter things, ſhe hath ſomerimes rhe ay after the Lords Day, locked 
up her” {elf in private, and from ber Aﬀemory Cotrimitted ro writing a Sermon, which 
ſhe had heard the Pay before, ſo perfectly that lyde was wanting in the very 
words wherein it was delivered, Several were Eye-Witneſles of one Sermon which 
ſhe thiis rook from the mouth of a Grave Prelar ; This ſhe had propounded to her 
{If ro do conſtantly, and with' great alacrity pleaſed her {elf in the rhqnghts of it, 
but neceſſary occaſions on the day following, for the molt parr rabbing her of her 
much-defired privacy, ſhe was with grear grief ( and 1 have heard her complain ) 
compelled tolay that prattice aſide, until God thould give her more fixed oppot- 
eames: 0 
_—- WhenTthink what Nature made her, 'I cannot alfobut remember that Grace re- 
ſtored her,” even her Body, to be @ living Tang of. the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe Thres 
choyce Ornaments of hers, her Memory, Tudgment, atd Phancy, may hnd ſame 
fir reſemblance with thoſs Three pecullar Treaſures, which were. laid up in the 
Santis Sinttorum' of the Now of God ; namely thie' Por of Mani, the Tables 
of the*Covenant,and Aarons Rod that B : Her Tudgwent Wasas the Por of Man- 
za, iri Which ſhe could find all wholſome ſoul-feedirg Dodtrines ; her Memory as the 
Tables of "the Covenant, Gods Law being her meditation Day and Night ; her Phancy 
- Aarcns Rod that Budded frefh, Buds of refined Wit and invention, always ſprout- 
rom it. | 
——Befides theſe ſhe had a moſt Methodical Head, to diſpoſe of all her affairs Per- 
- ſonal, Domeſtick, Civil, Religious, into the cleareſt prder that might be ;, And eo — 
_— this natural Aptneſs to any Art, or any Imployment, even to Tongues and Scien- 
- Ces 
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ces, Muſick, Needle-work, Curring, Drawing, and whatiovever was uſeful, or 
harmleſly delightful. 

As theſe Natural endowments might procure her a Goog Name with thoſe, who 
look no higher, than meer Nature, fo if 1 ſhould touch at thoſe Vertues, which 
Zain reputarion for Morality, I mighe advance her eſteem in this Sphere, as one, 
who was the molt abſolute Governels over her own Paſſions, that theſe times could 
inſtance in ;,ſhe was ſeldom angry , ſo far as tochiding, and if it came to thar, 

— ſhe commenly checkt herſelf, andif ſhe obſerved any did mark her, it ſhould end 

- #n laughing at her own Paſſion-;,A being often told her, that ſhe knew to do any 

- thing more skilfully, than to chide, eſpecially if ir were for any worldly matrer ; 

-— Bur if it were for any thing that concern'd the Cauſe of God, ſhe would be more 

- ſerious m it; and often curn her Anger into a zealous reprehenſion and diſpleaſure ; 

— An Oath m her hearing, or if by Chance ſome ſurrilous, lighe, or prophane Speech 
ſhonld flip from any, it Would make her blood to riſe in her Face, if the bad inter- 
eſt in the offenders, they were ſureto be reproved; and on many, to reduce them 
from their raſh inclinations im that kind, ſhe would invent to nnpoſe fone handſome 
Penalties ; if they were ſtrangers ſhe would ler , fall ome witty Check, confitent 
with crilty, or by withdrawing her ſelf ſignific her diſlike. 

— Notwithitanding this, ſhe had a Natural Comiry, plesſentneſs of Bebaviour, and Her Brkars, 
Civil Urbanity, by which ſeldom any who fell under her reproof could depart for- our. 
rowful ot of her preſence, _—_ it were becauſe they did depart, or for that by 
not ſetting a Watch torhe Door of their Months they had given juſt offence to her 
tender Chritian Ears. Theſe Vertues I-name, becauſe where diſcrerion puts them 
forth in Society, they ate as Preciows Balm to heal the wonnds, which others ſin- 
ful behaviour infflit on Company, as gduncured by that fallen abſence of thoſe, 
whoare moroſe, and know not to apply remedicsin ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, 
fit and faitable to the maladies. ee | Ks, 

_ lt were an endleſs labourtoſpeakof her Behaviour, whith for the moſt part was 
innocently cheerful, unaffeted towards Snperiours and Equals, undifletnbledto- 

wards friends, familiar towards inferiours, affable 'and acceſlible to all, and in 

Much converſation hex Words were cothmonly Gracious, and ſeaſoned with Salt ; 
the was Conftant in her Frindſhip, and none more uſeful, wfhng to take any pains, 
where ſhe pt that ; unapt to hear if] of any, of whem ſhe had once con- 

ceived - nothing 'was ſo great a diſeaſe ro her, asan accuſation of thoſe, of 
whom ſhe had a _ opinion; her Servants fared not the worſe for being Servers, 
to whoſe errours ſhe could{be as Indnlgent, as to Friends, and never Jooke on 
any Servant which ſhe had, and believed Faithful and Verruous , - but as 
apon an-humble Friend, - This, and her diftufive kindnefs, which extended to all ſhe 
knew miſerable, did ( 1'dare fay ) much increaſerhe tears which fell for her Death, 
none underſtood Relations, none could poſſible obſerve them berter than ſhe, I 
p___ Husband, Parents, Kindred; Friends, Servants, Neighbours, to witneſs 

s truth. | | 
—— I would nat inlarge on theſe, which ſeem to be but Moral Vertues, ifthey had 
beenindeedrio more but meer Morality ; but I am aſſured they flowed from a gra- 

cious diſpoſition in her; they were the itreatns from Forday, the Lever of Regene- 

78tien, and we may wellbaprize chem Chriftian Vertuesin her ; For it is well known, 

thar all her ations, which deliberation did give birth unto, the did them our of a 

Conſcience of duty, and as in the Sight of God. | I... 

Hence wasthat Holy Forticude and Boldneſ; for Truth, for which ſhe durſt be V2. Her Hob For- 

kent, ſhe wonld fuffer any incanvenience., rather than ſhe would tell an Uncrurh, #54. 

or make ah Excuſe, or Jet any of her Servants do' it, or by any Equiwecation de- 

ceive or elude a queſtion 5 For this have 1 known her mychafflicted, when ſhe had 

. ecially her Religious Task, how to ſhun company, and ſhun a Lie, 

thar ſhe 'might not be found our ; but anyRock would ſhe venture upon rather 

than ' an Untruchs and - indeed. it is' to. be donbred, that the nor fearing to 

lit againſt this hath made many make Shipwrack of Faith and. a good Corr 

_ Her Charity | neednot ſpeak of ; the Poor and Di eſſed, whom her pitiful heart Her Chari. 
had often reheved, didar fer Deatdar long after Mourn over her loſe, and much 
Praiſe her abundant goodneſs in feleiving then; this ſhe ever did — aſt 
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——But {till ſhe had more kinds of Chariy t 


The | Life and Death of 

Oſtentation imaginable. —Indeed the was made up of Chriſtian kindneſs and Pity ; 
and though I told you ſhe was a Perfect Gove of her Paſſions, yet. ber Com 
paſſion always governed her; nor did 1 ever know her ſhut her hand, when: any 
in want opened their Mouth for an Alms, ſhe could not excuſe her ſelf by ſome. 


times having no Money about her, if any of her Attendants had, they were ſure 
to be Almoners. 


But her High-way Charity was not the Tithe of what ſhe gave, they need not 


come to her to ask, but Clothing, and Food, and Phy/ick, and other Comforts, were 
ſent to their Habitations, that had any, nay, theſe provided for ſome, 
who mnſt otherwiſe have lyen without Doors, - and her ſelf a frequent Viſ&ouy to 
be truly informed of their Perſons, and Condition. | 
But what do I ſpeak of her Charity to the Bodies of the Pcor ? ſhe had a Way of 
relieving the Souls of all by her Daily Alms of Prayers oftered up ; by her Infrutty- 
cns where ſhe found the Jenorent, by her Counſels to the Dowbring and Servypy 
How hath the been moved to ſee forme Hrercbes by diſtrattion deprived. of their 
Reaſon? how ſhe would inquire after the known and ſecret cauſes of ſuch Diſtern- 
pers, and caſt about to have ſome Cure if poſſible} A am ſure ſhe bath ſpoke and 
wrote, and travelPd, for one, well kngwn.1n her time, whom it pleaſed God ro 
let fall into that to be lamented Comlinent:;: 


T have named, ons was in forgiving 
Injuries, Which might be by miſtakes perchance, bur if wilfully or maliciouſly caſt 
upon her, it was the fame thing, indeed.the ame Nothing in her account or Meme- 


ry. 1told you of her Memory, how Tenaczons it was; but truly if it were.to lay 
upan il-Tirn, it had no hold art all; \Benifirs and Good-Twrns, Geod-Deeds, and 
Gocd-Sayings, were Ingrgvenin ber Heart , as if written in Adamant, never to'be 
blotted our, Offences and Injuries never caine near it, her Memory was Water to 
them, even the Water of Lethe, which makes them that drink of it forget all 
things, aK things of that; nature I amjſure was ſoon forgot by her ; , An Unkind- 
neſs indeed, for the time might make a, deep impreflion, a great wound. in her 
Heart, where all things were ſo contrary to it, ſo made up of Kindneſs, Pity, ayd 
Charity, but it could never beget the like wykindveſ; there. 


——l could now ſpeak of. the lively Signs. of her Faith and Hope, by which hes Soul 


mounted even into the - Boſom of Chriſt, 'above all fearsand griefs, which theſe 
Times brought thick upon her ; Fear indeed, if it came ſuddenly, would a lictle 
ſurprize her, an incidency to that Sex, and the tenderneſs of her nature, but aC. 
ſoon wou!d ſhe recolleCt her ſelf, and by Reaſon and Religious Arguments diſpel 
all carnal Fears. ou | 

- &o did her Grief yield-o Faith ang, Patience, and the Comforts whichſhe could 
fetch readily ont of Gods Storehouſe, .and 'pertinently for her preſentmalady, and 
the cure of it. When her. firit-born Son, her then only Child, had the Pangs of 
Death upon kim, ſhe ( after Prayers. and Tears ) fat very diſconſolate, and when 
at the report of his departure, Floods of Tears would needs Flow from her Eyes, 
to ſtop theſe Flood-gates ſhe took her, Eible, and fell ro ſinging of Pſalms, until ſhe 
had broken the violent torrent of her Paſſion, and brought her Soul to a cheerful 
Submiſſion rothe Will af God. | | 


—l have ſpoken of her natural Perts and. Endowments, a little touch I have given 
Her Humility. Of ſome of her Virtues and the Ornaments of her Mind. Thoſe more outward of 


her body, as ſhe undervahied them, fo I paſs them aver : yet one thing let me 
tell you of her Apparel, and indeed the- chief, which ſhe delighted in, and char 
which was ſeen above and over all the reſt, was that Garment which the Apoſtle 
commends, Humility, ſhe was Clothed all over with that, the Ornaments of her Mind 
and Body all ſhined throngh that, andthe Veil of Modeſty. 


Her Arrire. — But tor her Attire and Dreſling, this I can aver, that her ſelf had the leaft af. 


fection for, it, for her ſelf, but only for thoſe who were related to her, that ſhe 
might not ſeem mean or unworthy their allyance or afteftions. This reſalution ſhe 
had taken, uplong ſince, and avowed to wear no other Garments but Black, ſo 
long as ſhe ſhould live, notonly preſaging what thoſe Tragical Times might require, 
but as being the graveſt andimoſt ſuitable ro her diſpoſition. And to -check all 
thoughts of Phancy or delighting in outward Ornaments, amongſt ſome Places in 
her Bible, at- which ſhe ſera Memento, and a Mark to be often read, there did af. 

| | fer 


"1 


\ \ 


a” a Ss ed A£©@d a+ A 9  iaww@© << _. 


ak amb ck © wm = aÞt 


Suſanna Counteſs of Suffolk, &c. 


hor ook a Pin, , which ſhe faſtned with her own Hands in the 


= ace in the Third of che Fuxit. of St. Peter, where the Duty of Chri- 
ives to their Husband; -is preſcribed, bur particularly ic did. point at the 


hird, Fourth, and Fifth verſes, Wes oboe. let it mat be the outward of 
the hair, and of of Appaxel, or of mags Go wg be wi 
Fla the Ten þ ; which &/ws coraprible, even the Ornament of @ mee 


lice: get: LEY RE SIS of God of great price , the place. 1s, worth the 
no 
Dean Pic of modeſt et Gare 2A reloes if ber Place dage, ſhe beige 4+ hes 


adds much; ta al thy 7.2 bur juſt . paſt the 
 pportgaty xi Age, nooner er h and flo 
— Ns Ho 1k ck Farce Pe paralely | | | 
—= Having, as I faid, en.a of 04 he BUGS ber 


Mind, ſpats'me a little time ta ler you ſee thar ber 


was according ro thole 


Habits, which ſhe had not as Talents Buried in a Nr but with mighty diligence 


arid vigour improved them to ber Maſters. uſe, to Gloritie God the giver of chaſe . 


Gifts, to edifie-and benefit thoſe ro, whom ſhe related, and to make bet own Cal- 


fat pa ta et hs egriſtane Practice bf her life, and 
I thall ut wete of her ife, « ſuch 
as ma em prepara r ber Death, ar 1 will be as brief as it is poſſible to 
be infuch an Argume 
the' Day with God, ſhe" open'd it, fo ſhe ſhut ce uÞ ole Ev qd De: 
with the fame Key of Pray goo inojay 
from'ter Eyes ( or pecatke te would nog rake ber fllof ſleep, which ſhe hong 
ſhe, loved roo much, others re es into her. Cloſer, and before 


ſhe dretſed her Body, ( excepc 
her Breath with Prayer, and ily Task in the Bible, which was the. 
ET Ee aljrmgroy day of the, Month, [and fix. Cha 


ttat courſe to the Ro fake over twice in the Year, whi | | 
laſt: ſeven Years; for if neceſlicy did. 
. or tripled het number at” the next 


pk Fe: ſhe did not ail of, for 
compel her to omit once of twice, ſhe 
opportunity. 
She ordered her Sou/ firſt, and pats things were ſet in exatteſt Order, 
; _ time; 8c. the had digeſted her into methods for affairs, repalts, read. her 
of Books of Humanity, Divinity, Devotion yy as may appear both by 


ehe Books marked in the Margent, arid noted, with her own Hang, al by hr 


Papers and Memorials, when ſhe to read any Book. - Beſides 
Task in the Bible, which ſhe did for the daily "Bread and Food of her Soul, þ Ara 
_ s recreation and more exact Fo nodg? had ſer time apart to examine the 
places by Diedates Notes, and others, which ſhe had by her; and becauſe ſhe 
could not ſtop her current of reading at that.inſtant to ſtay and "ſearch every dif- 
ficulry, ſhe ſer a mark/atthem to be ſearched ar her further' leifiite. She had marks 
of ſeveral kinds, ſome for ſome for Memorials of choyce places, or 
pertinent to ſome peculiat pur ut I Khow it was her reſolution to have read 
the Bible together with Ex ina daily Task beſides her number of fit Chapters 


[2rd required it ) ſhe perfumed 


Her Digefon 


aday, and the P/al+;,'ard beſides that ſhe Arr fich-Placesas ſhe intended to confer | 


with Divines or others about the meaning of. , 


_-I ſhall nor need to name the other Books, which fed her Devotion, indeed. bri . 


"Tome ſhe deſited' to have a holy ſurfer, ro name few, were to injure her, none 
came-in her way, which ſhe wont not raſt; and if they retiſht, feed on ; When 
the began to read an Author, is ſoinerimes to be fond in her Calender, and in thoſe 
Books wherein ſhe moſt delighted, how far the had read, and with what ſhe. was 


moſt atfected, isto be ſeen b varrche yoo pr 
- - the hada Zeal for the « of the Loyd: day, ahd tines { apatft for De. Her 7 Redd fo 


votion, but eſpecially before ſhe received, the Holy Communion ( which ſhe. did 
ſtrive to dov ery frequently, as finding rtiuch combort by it then ſhe uſed all ex- 
atk Priffefs and frious Proprdrie, 

She ſometimes het ſelf wonld with ſome of her Family, What ſhe bad re- 
Tmembred- of the Sermons i Which ſhe*®coultd alſo note* in 7 the Church, and 
uſed i it for a rime, until ſhe cicher found i it a -<ey damped the my 'of her” 

TOC r attention, 


Lords Day. 


es re 
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attention, of becauſe ſhe had a purpote ſo to order ic, that ſhe might 
have privacy and leiſure ro write down what her memory would rerain.( 
how much it was I have told'you before: ja 

Af 1 wonld purſue particulars, it were hard ro find ar ſhore in the wide Octah 
of her on oa yer in deſcribing her fife, 1 n&d not fear flattery,” Yor truly t6 
ſer out only part of her }orrh, and'to keep back the rett, or\c6, draw het 
Picture with my rude” Pencil, is far denegthche rrue. and genuing Beayry which 


A 


wasinher lar are} Gm 1a dre r of exceedin | BE. *E [fn | 
— Bur if atty ſho , Why nothing bur praiſe: noErrours, no j 
or lins ? caly yob r Lee nd, api ifs had defied wich the Apoſtl 
its ber Infirmities \asif the World were net envious or nor p 
find them out, ſhe hath wroinbragen 5 upoHt Tecord n 
as hath been ſeen ſince ber death : Wir Fapere, as if ſhe ha | 
chis folemniry might have;beetr ſpent” int rehearſing them, than afiy of bg! s: 
She 'hatt' wrieten down 46 Particulars ;* which ſhe uſed to bewail asfauls, or 
* infertniries, or wants.” But her Sins and Infirmiries,. fo. oftth bytes ailed;-and 
buried in the: grave of Chriſt; F doabt-hor but your Chriſtian Charity will think fir 
robe buried with her, ar in a deeper Grave, the grave of Qi whilſt hex Vir- 
rues, and Good Nammedne to them, ſhall live,” and” flourith, and find a perpetual 
Monumg@ inevery ore of our Hearts. She was, "as Gods Chil n are, ſome. 
times under great Sorraw and dejetFion of. Spirir, and tryed by great Temprations, 
| uuder which ſome few | years ago ſhe lay for a time, and it colt her many Tears, 
which God at the laſt regarded, and heard her Prayers, delivered her gur of the 
ſhare, and-ſer her on an highand ſure Rotk by Fab.” AAR {+ 
—1:.. ſo Tſhall have done with that pate of PraQtice, wherein the courſe of her 
Life was ſeen; 1 deſire ro add ſomerhing of that; Wwhictrhigttr ſeep to fic and pre 
pare het for, or at leaſt ro'arrend her ar tier Death. * "hp 
Her Prepare. -— Indeed her whole Life was that, which fbund Philg@phers, or. racber ſound 
tion for Death. Chriſtians would haveir, A Confteant Mediation, of Preparation for Dearh ; She was 
exer long unprepared for that ; the afftirante of hich, how gitar a Comfort ic 
eg leet Shes ſurviving Friends, is'ti6t eaſily injaginable. | 
_— For it pleaſed God to let the vi of-her Diſeaſe ſeiſe upon her, choyceſt and 
motexquifite part, her Intellectual; ( although with forme ſhore and veer returns) 


for Ttiree or Four days before ſhe dyed. . w_ Nay $1 
| _ — Her Behaviour on her Death-Bed was the moſt ſive, and the' moſt comfortable, 
Her Behaviour . nd Chtiftian, that 'ever/ 1 tieard of, She Was Twice thrown downjiponthe Bed of 
Bed. Death; ſhe might ay indeed ſhe Dyed daily by rerieved afts of mornfication ; Bue 
ina true and proper ſence, before this expiring, ſhe had totally reſigned up her ſelf, 
and expefted every moment when! the Agel; ſhould fetch , her Sou! from her body 
1 once before. > we 
The cauſe of be ſtory is famouſly - known to allthat knew her, about Six Months ago (in; 
Her Death, the Month of November laſt paſt ) ſhe having reckoo'd her felf tobe with Child, 
and finding unuſual Symptoms, ſuchas in that caſe ſhe never had experience of; 
ſhe thought that God dd now admoniſh her to ſet ber Houſe in order, and to ſet her- 
as in Wo, for it was very probable, he might fijhher days on Earth, ather 
ging forth. | 
The time paſt, which ſhe expeted ſhould be the hour of Deliverance, and af- 
rer it forme weeks, which cauſed great, doubting of her Condition, whether ſhe: 
had conceived at all, and fomerimes Phyſitians and thoſe about ber conclud- 
ed the Contrary, but no doubt did ſhe make .of being: Prepered for Death; of 
which ſhe often diſcourſed, and what thoughts the had of its Nearme/s ; and-be- 
cauſe ſhe had bodily ſtrength and went ab! ſhe took the opertunity of gain- 
ing Spiritual Strength to her Faith and ather Graces, by pertaking of the Moly Cone 
munion ; Six days or there abouts after thar, (.a Wonth after her time ) the fell 
into the Paygs of Women in t:avel, and, when-che Midwife had fpenc all 
and could give no help, bur torally diſpared, in. the evening, is was dil | 
that it was no living Gtuld,. of which ſhe labour'd, -bur of that, whichjn the Judge- 
merit of all about her, muſt within a few hours (ar days at-moſt.) make ber @ 
dead Woman. t, 
Stie ſoon apprehended their fears, and earneffly beg'd now ( as ſhe did art all 
ranes) 


bmit- ro Gods Will im her diflo. 


her Countenance ard reds 
» She fell ra raking 


ae ne en 

| particutariy, and made 

w-50 wade Rn ahve hor Heevenly' Legaciej, eſpecially 
EE th Ret ot}; hronprtinee 0am all vere es mig might tend'to Bede 
them i in 2#4yes of well-doing 


pat nd But all chit ſuch ; Aﬀection, ſuch Comes ſuch De- 


ery to _ 


Doked on. If” Ger ie tie upp 
= you : h of Moſe » Or Facob On = 
bod RE = or of Dated, o the belt Compoſed 


Is ſos Ka deareſt 
ns with Tears and 
ling; Comforting, 


Relations, Friends-atid Servants ſtanding b 
Rf ſtedfaſt and unconcern'd, Coun my 


y to LEA, A rhem Chriſtian advice toSutter Dearh-wirh Patience, as if 
perfect Health, they in he teh © of Death, ſich waher Aﬀſer 
TO Eye 6 as: is, the bad begun ro rſt Ecernigy, and 
ſh the very tiditg$ of 


Legacy left ro her. two dear nar FA was her deſire to hee . Her 
© biritGn he thonl pike for ther queward condition, pag Her web. 
bo arrgong- -nor yet lolicitous, but fervently ſhe ſome him ) they might © con 
— be brought up in the ſeriteſt way. of Religion and Life, even in that frittneſs of — 


Lo d 


- life,” whichthe World tnghc "count Paviehiaſne The frittef ways were alway ac- 
— cont6& $ef for her 6wn felf int her Life, and now at her Da Death The bore or Ava 
© .them, and.commended tigrhiay the Deaf Pledoes.of 


_» After; ſhe ſpent her time in declaring che Alfance hr ow had beets had, a6 Her 
—the #& ſhe had orrehe Love of Chriſt. ; Sho dd noc conceal ation Ne dh Cle 


W ed with Doubtings ' and did poand The grearelt Scruple, which lay np6 
her Conſcience for the heeri of R epentance, - She ſpake ot che Combo th 
had at her laft ceceiving the Sacrament, ſhe > coke bes indeed, rhat ſhe mightha 
fogld tier Rf afrer; bur: yer the lait vight ſhe had allo beg'y pardon ( and Iwas told 
by tlioſe,” that "Knew that ſhe hadrhen- been a whole-hour in'private upon her 
knees, alrtioughatchar rime no danger of Death ed 1d farther profe(] 
ed, er nothing was a greater burthen chan this, char gh ſhe yes Wil. 
yer ſhe-found a wliagag i her heart ro Zzve, which ſhe much 
ine 00D Her ſelf Althongh thar 'muight proceed from the conſideration of the 
[pet thoſe the was to ran cure. chat ie was bertex, for het to fy. And tb 
© ont yoo to our, only Father, thar ſhe lived Six A T her tume 
the Workd, ( as was faid 


ſeem to; Jnvekoan-expired,; ; 8s Netore e ſeenvd ymporttinace go gain her into 
db in homer her vp a fe im Dp 


& the was as unwi Fes lghy nl 


or hand reſtored from = 
\= indeed as the Apoſt e ſpeaks, Heb, 13. 35. Women recepued their dead raiſed to 
| bi 


Smile ro ber, os concate 


with her Jaſt breath (as the and they |.. ":ved) oy — 
| ear aprarine a5 i all they had been the Parries, *Wwhich _ Behar om _ 


l 


The Life and Death of 


life again ; {o did they then-look upon this not as a Recovery, 'but as a Reſurret;on; And if you 

pleaſe, reckon her Death fromthat ve?yhour, that the refgn'd up Herſelf ro ir ſotreely, and 

look upon her walking fince, we may believe ſhe was as one Hezd to the World, as one tharwas 
+ Riſen with Chriſt, and had her Converſation in Heaven intentionally, her affection, I am fure@v 

things above not on things,.on Earth. Account her now as Drad, as one who hepa bid ©ith Chrg 


in God. For ſhall TE, plainly, the walked on; Earth, bur ſhe lived not after this, as to her ſelf, 
ro others indeed ſhe did, and to their eſpecial Comfort, iS ; v 
I have obſerved Two or Three things for which God in his Providence might beſtew this lirrle 
time, .and lend ber to her Friends on Earth ; he might ſeem to ſpare her a little, and giveher ſpace 
for theſe Reaſons. One was in mercy to her Father. -Anotheyto her Dear Relations at home, A — 
hird-was. .to finiſh ſome Fork upon her own Sox, for the good Ex of others, her own 


I 
— Week was done ; however in all theſe I may ſay She lived not to her ſelf as in the World. 


— To her Father in his extream affliction God made her an unexprefiible Comfort, I ſpeak not 
regard of any temporal things; which God had determined, as we faw, to''tut away; wholy 
this life, and allthe Comforrs of it z which not withftanding to procure. What Pais, 


H her bim, as ro l | | 
—_— gr Travel, Watchings, Faſtings, in' that extreme cold ſeaſon did ſhe undergo, ( even boyond what 


Time of bs Im- Might be ex 


priſoument. 


Youl. 


ed from herSex, but eſpecially one. of the tenderelt_ breeding in it ) was very ob- 
ſervableby all, and SarigfaFory to him —— ES: 

- But to: ſhew that it was the ſervice of his that ſhe aim'd ar, as if her Soul had been held i 
life, for thar prirpoſe thar ſhe might bean Inſtrument to draw her Fathers with her to Eternity. 


r Love tobjs -Ler me tell you bur this. _Whenall hopes of Life were paſt, and after She, with the reſt of thoſe 


who were dear to him, had taken their final leaye, that the re{t of his hours might be ſpent with 


his ſpiritual chr nah She could not give = r Eyes, ng Slumber to her eye Lids, untill ſhe 
had once more viſited and diſcourſed wi et in matters relating wholy ro Eternity. Anal 
therefore coming betimes in rhe Morning, firſt timgrouſly intoMis Chamber (after ſhe had watch- 
ed all night in a raom hard by for-rhat purpoſe ) when he had uw, wer and welcom'd het, 
they preſently fell into Conference ; in which the, with an humble boldneſs, did ſo queſtion and 
anſwer, rip up and ſtich together again, gently wound and rhen give balmto the State of his Soul ; 

| "+; him, rhat being refreſhed with theſe comforts, —- 


he rold: aRev 
had a Child there, 'who, ( though he ſaid it before ber face ) was «ble tobe his Coynſelbur in all bes 


1 4a -— a word ſhe did fo app'Y borh _ A 4 of mi ich ha 
he cryed our, Happy T that Tſhould from a ne on receive onſolation, And after that — 
—henok a. of trb who came to adminiſter the like Conſolation, That he thanked God he — 
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Her bears 


donbts, Alſo another Divine preſent, heard her half an hour to admiration as he | 
his — After her Fachers death none, ſo nearly relating, bore all with the like Chriſtiqn patience as 


'S"" acknowledging it the wiſe Merhod of Almighty God thus to beſtow Meroy ona Soul, which, with 


out ſo great a meaſure of - ſion, mm and in the Gloyj of his proſperity, could or 

— wonldnot ever have ſo humbly and fiacerely ſought it from the Bed of ficknefs, if drath Thould 
have taken, hign fram thar Place, | As TY 7 

—— She likewiſe ſaid that ſhecould not ( if it were poſſible and lawful ) with her beart and judg- 

ment wiſt\him alive again, although, it were well known, that never Parent lay deeper in the Af- 

* fections of a Child than he in hers. But ſhe durft not wiſh him fo bad a change, as to leave Hea- 

yen for Earth, eſpecially this earth as things now- make it. - - 
To another ſhe {aid, that now, if God would givs her lesve, ſhe would go into the Country, 


Her ſerting her — ſhe had caſt her Famih-buſineſs into ſuch a way, that for her ſelf ſhe would have nothing todo 


der. 


Her Death. 


— to be Ready to Dye. For, this let \menote, tliere was ngt a night in Six Months fince herlaſt 


recovery from her mortal ſickneſs, that ſhe roſe from'off h&knees from her prayers wichoue Tears 
runniig down her Cheeks, as I am certainiy informed by thoſe who had reaſon ro know ir. 

And now ſhedefired conference with one, whom in her Souls affairs ſhe had truſted, from whoſe 
Hands ſhe intended to receive that Holy Myſtery, ſhe diſcovered her ſpiritual codirion to him plainly 
and Clearly ; gnd Charged him tg deal as feverely andimpartially with her, and {till would urge him 
again and again, after this m_ O but you deal more gently with me, than you would with ano- 
ther T beſeech you let me know the worſt. 

_— Although her diſcaſe got intd her Brain and bred ſome diſturbance there, yer it pleaſed God to 
aftord her many clear and bright Glimpſes ;/One remarkable I ſhall mention wherein the poured 
forth her Soulina large Prayer, the words of which cannor be recollected, but in effect, it was of 
fuch moſt fervent, melting, rhoving paſſages, asif ſhe would out-wreſtle God, and rend from him 
his mercres by unreſiſtable viotence, and takethe Kingdom of Heaven by Force ont of his hands, eſpe. 
cially, as for laying before him his Name, his Arrribures, his Bowels, his Chriſt, all his Cimfortable 
Promiſes, which: ſhe fetch't with moft atlmirable skill, choyce, and Fluency from every precious 
Vem in the Rich Mind of _ his Ford: This was the laſt continned Act of Reaſon, which ſhe per- 
formed ; only, when her ſtrength was even ſpent, ſhe owned her Dear Relations, when they came 
unto her, and did let them underſtand, ſhe was now marryed to Chriſt ? joyn'd with moſt heedful 
atrention in Prayer," with one, whom ſhe then defired todo that office, - gave ſigns of approbation, 
and requeſted that hewhich poured it out on her behalf would not go out of the room ; after that, 
within little more than an hour, ina quier kind gf fleep, the Paſſages of Life being ſtopped, ſhe 
yielded up her Spirit unto Ged that gaveit, che 10th Day of May,1649. leaving behind her the moſt 
Birter and moſt Loud Lamentations of her Friends. To whom ſhe was the moſt-defiredCrearure, 
that God ever placedin their Eyes vr Relations, 
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Her Parentage., 
Her Birth 


Her Motto. _ 


ADY MARY VERE | 
F.H. Van. Hous. Soulp: 
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' THE HONOURABLE Y'L 


i 
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The Life and Death of the Right Honourable, the 
Lady Mary Vere, who Died, Anno Domini 1671, 
l and by the Fathers fide, ſhe was extracted from the Ancient family of the 

Tracies, at Todington in Glocefterſhire, 

She was the youngeſt of fiften Children, and was born May the eighteenth, Anno 
Chriſti 1581. being the three and twentieth year of Queen Elizebeth of bleſſed me- 
mory. Her Mother died three days after ſhe was born : And her Father when ſhe was 
but eight years old. 

Thus ſhe was ſoon left an Orphan: But indeed, they only are Orphans, who have not 
an heavenly Father. So when her Father, and Mother thus forſozk, ber, the Lord took, ber up. 
And the experiences which ſhe had all her life-long, of Gods moſt tender care over her, 
miniſtred occaſion to her to chuſe this for her Motto (which was found written 
by her in the Front of moſt cf her Books in her Cloſet) God will provide. 

She took much delight in og, of one of her Anceſtors, as one of the great- 
eſt honours, to- her Family, [ William Tracy of Toddington, Eſquire] mentioned by Mr, 
Fox in his Martyrology | See the Story of it in my Engliſh Martyrology, p. 395-] who in 
the Reign of King Henry the cighth, for the ſound profeſſion of his Faith, ſer down by 
him in his Laſt Will and Teſtament, was, two years after his Deceaſe, condemned to 
have his body taken up, and burnt, which Sentence was Executed accordingly. 

This virtuous Lady was twice married : Firſt, to Mr. William Hobby, her tirlt Huſs 
bard, when ſhe was nineteen years old, and by him ſhe had two Sons, who were by her 

relgiouſly educatcd, and the happy, and comfortable fruit of this her care ſhe reaped 


at their pious deaths (they going both of them, young to heaven, having lived log 
in 


His Noble Lady was born of high and Ancient Families on both ſides. For 
by her Mothers ſide the ſpringed from the beſt Family of the Throgmortons, 


of the Lady Mary Vere, ec. 145 


I Oe 


_— 
ay 


'in a ſhort time) the younger dicd in the fourteenth year of his Ag2, and taz Elderia 
his three and twentieth, who in his Life was mach admired for his parts, and as much 
beloved for his piety. 
Her ſecond Husband was Sir Horace Vere, afterwards Baroa of Tilbzry, a Perſon 
not to be named without ſome Honorable Chara&ter, a Man whoſe Cozt Armour 
made more Renowned than his Coat of Arms, and whoſeePerlonal Archievements 
in the held (eſpecially at che hattel at New-part) ennobled moxe, than the high blood 
derived from his Anceſtors, But higs-unſtained piecy gave him the higheſt Charader L. Veres Chas 
of all. By the other indeed, he' purchaſed a Great Name, like unto the Great Men racer. 
that are in the Earth | 2 Sam. 2+ 19. ] But by this, he procurcd a Good Name. And 
even Tacitus himſelf; ( the Roman Hiltorian ) prefers the-praiſe gotten by Goodneſs, 
before that which- is obcained by Greatneſs. And theretore ſpeaking of a noble Roman, 
he ſaith, that he was, inter claras poting, - quan inter banas cenſendus ; Rather to be num- 
bred among(t the Famois, than among.the good men. | 
This noble Lord was: one, that could as well wreſtle with G2d, as fight with men, 
and may be thought to have gotten his Vicories upon his knees in his Cloſet, before he 
drew his Sword inthe Field. And when he had overcome his Enemies, he could over- 
come himſelf alfo, being, one of the humbleſt ſouls, in, whom ſo much true worth lodged, 
that we have heard of, 
His good Lady uſed to (ay, that ſhe hongured him for his valour, but molt, for the 
grace of God which- ſhined in him. And henge- it was, that the did Corwſcare radiis 
Mariti, ſhine by the Rays of her Husbands excellencics : But yet noc only with tneic 3 tor 
ſhe had rare, and radiant beams of her own, by which ſhe caſi,the ; like honour upon 
him. So happily was this noble couple ſuited, as in the high extraction of both their 
Births, ſoalſo in the; refit of their accompliſhments, that they mutually illudraced cach 
the others honour. | —___ | X 
But paſling by all her Cvil, and Secular Prerogatives, we will now preſent her in ſome 
of her ſpiritual excellencier. Theſe indeed are thofe that give an intrinſick value to a 
perſon. For he that would take the true heigch of a man, muſt not meaſure him with 
the advantage groand-he fiands upon, We may ſay of this gracious Lady, what Nehe- Her Piery 
miab ſaid of a noble perſon in his time : She was a faithfil woman, and feared God a» ; 
bove many, | Nebemiah 7.2.] Some there are fo,,prodigiouſly wicked, and profligate, 
that they ſcem to have wedded the Vices of many, others : But this good, and virtu- 
ous Lady may be faid to have colle&ed,and cſpouſcd the excellencies of many Chritti- 
ans. For in her might be ſcen theſe various Graces, which grow to an eminency, 
but ſeverally in others, met in her altogether in one kpot or Noſegay. To inſtance in 
ſome tew of them. ' "endbic\t \ 
Firſt, The Fear of- the Great God was very great in ber : Wonderful tender ſhe was of of- 1+ Her fear of 
fending him by any known fin. She hath often been heard to ſay, and that very fo- Gan 
lemuly. Oh! I mould . not fin againſt my God,, .She prof. fſed that ſhe dreaded... Hell + 
moſt, as a place wherein God was blaſphemed, O precious Saint! To dread Hells Sin, 
more than HellsFire. | 
Secondly, Her Zeal to the woyſhip of God, was very eminent. Firſt tothe Publick ; 2. Her Zeal 
This was evidenced many ways. | | 
. Firſt. By her great care and Zeal to get able, and faihrful Miniſters for thoſe Li- 
vings whereof (he had the diſpoſal, and by her improving her utmoſt intereſt to procure 
the like for the Pariſh, wherein ſhe lived, in its {everal vacancies. And herein the-noble 
Patron, did moſt kindly gratifie -her by giving her the. nomination, thereby deeply ob- 
liging, not only her Honour, but the whole Pariſh alſo: So that they which lived in 
that place, enjoyed a Goſhen of Goſpel Light tor a long ſcafon together, and are able alſo 
to tell, how comfortably ſhe fpake tothem who preached the good Word of God among 
them, which countenance, and real encouragement the gave them in carrying on the 
Lords work, without ſparing her Purſe to do. it. = 
Secondly. By her conſtant attendance on the publick worſhip, ſo long as the Lord 
vouchſafed her health todo it: yea, ſhe did not only attend on it her (clf, but took 
caze. that her Family ſhould do the like alſo : And they that would not ſerve God with 
her, were no Servants for her. 


Thirdly, She was not leſs devaut, than conſtant at the publick worſhip. Shedurſtnot. Hc: holy walk« 
trifle with holy things, nor in holy duties, whick gave occafion to one to ſay of her : ing- 

That the Lady Vere by ber ſolemn, and reverend deportment in Divine Worſhip, would make 

| Hi one 
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one believe that there is a God indeed. And as for the Sacrament of the Eords Supper, 


.' which is ſo wofully neglected by roo many, ber deſires were eager, and ardent to per- 


take of it frequently : Saying, that ſhe durſt not neglefi, no not any one opportunity that 
was offered for the enjoying of this Sacred Ordinance, And Oh! How ſerious, and in- 
tent was ſhe in her preparation for-it ? The whole preceding. week , was taken up 
by her for that work *in which week alſo ſhe would always have a private -Fatt 
kept for her Family, or a ſecret one in her Cloſet, Hereby ſhe declared, that ſhe 
meant to ſtorm Heaven, and to take it by violence. 

Secondly, For ber private Worſhip of God, let us follow her from the Church to her 
own Houſe, and we ſhall find that ſhe bro her Religion and Devotion home 
with her, and did not leave them in her Pue behind her, till ſhe returned thither a- 
gain the next Lords Day, as too many do. For ſome there are that can Complement 
Almighty God, before their Neighbours on the Sabbaths, but care not to acquaint 
themſelves with God-at home all the weekafter, Burt if ever any private cn 
_ be called a Chappel, or little Sanituary, Hers much more, There you might 
hnd her, and her Family twice every day upon their koces , ſolemnly worſhiping the 
Great God : There you might ſee them humbly ſitting, at his feet, to hear Gods moſt 
Holy word read unto them : ing conſtantly their Evening Service with one 
of Davids Pſalms ; what firangers ſoever were there preſent , there was no putting 
by, or adjorning the Service of God to a more' convenient time, 

On the Lords day, you might hear the Sermons Preached in publick, repeated to 
the Family : The Servants called to give an account before her , of what cach of 
them remembred : And the high praiſes of God ſounded forth by the whole Fa- 
mily joyntly, and together. Alſo after Supper, you might hear the Servants in their 
Room, exerciſing themſelves in the like Heavenly duty of ſinging Pſalms: And no 
ſooner did this gogd Lady hear them begin their Melody , but away ſhe would go 
to joyn with them in that duty. 

If you followed her up the Stairs, there you ſhould be ſure to find her, twice e- 
very day, ſhut up for ſome hours, in her Cloſet, (which was excellently furniſhed 
with pious books of Practical Divinity.) Here ſhe redeemed much precious time, in 


. reading the ſacred Scriptures, and other good books, that might give her further 


light into them, and edifiy her in her moſt holy Faith, Here ſhe poured out her 
devout Soul, with ſuch fervour of Spirit in Prayer, as could not-be hid (at leaſt 
ſometimes) from thoſe of her attendants, and Maidens, whoſe occalions, drew them 
at any time, near unto her Cloſet door. And yet are we not atan end of this choiſe, 
and pious Ladies Devotions. For every night ſhe uled her ſelf to pray with her 
Maidens before ſhe went to Bed. And now, is it any wonder, that ſhe grew fo rich 
in Grace, whodrove {0 great, and conftant a Trade in the uſe of the means of Grace, 
and tha: had ſomany ways to bring her in Spiritual gains ? 

Thirdly, Her Love ts God, (befide what hath been already fayd ) did many ways 
make it ſelf evident to be in a high degrecin her. | 

Firſt, By her mournful complaint which ſhe frequently made , becauſe ſhe could 
Love God no better. The reaſon indeed of which was, becaufe the loved him fo 
much : Therefore ſhe thought ſhe loved him ſo little, becauſe ſhe knew that ſhe could 
never love him enough. The truth is, ſhe had ſuch raiſed apprehenſions of Gods glo- 
rious Excellency, ascauſed her to think herf higheſt affeQtions unworthy of him. For 
none indeed that have ſuch high a of the Divine greatneſs, and goodneſs, 
can love him lictle, or think their Love, when higheſt, to be great. 

Secondly, By her vehement deſires and longings that ſhe had to be gone hence, that 
ſhe might be with Chriſt, which ſhe accounted * of all. She was- one of thoſe very 
few Chriſtians, which flood in need of old Mr. Fobn Dods Uſe of Exhortation, which 
he would make to the Saints in his Preaching 3 That they would be content, and pa- 
tient, tho they werenot taken up to Heaven fo ſoon as they deſired. This Good Man 
(who was one of the moſt Heavenly Souls that this Age brought forth ) having lived 
to a great Age, avd finding that to do this was ſomething difficult in himſelf, cthoughe 


' thatit was ordinary with others to dothe like : Whereas ( God knews ) that moſt 


Chriſtians, arc of a lower form in Chrifts School: Prone rather to hnger too much 


- here, than to be too haſiy of going hence 3 So that they rather need a Spur than a Bridle, 


and Miniſters have more reaſon to take hold of them, with the ſtrongeſt Ar Rones 
wor 


(As 


they can invent , and find out, to draw them from the Love of Life, and & 
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(As the Angels drew Lat outof Sodom) than to perſwade them to be willing to 


continue here. . 

But this gracious Lady knew, and enjoyed {o much of Heaver, az made her tay here 
below, tedious unto her. The carneſt option of her Soul was, Come Lord Feſus 3 Come 
quickly. For ſhe found to her great grief, that her imperfe& State on Earth, made it 
impoihble for hcr, to ſerve God here as ſhe would; and heartily defired 3 and therefore 
did oft wondcrfully complain, that ſhe was unprofitable, and anſerviceablez and her 
deep ſenſe of her unſerviceablene(s ( even whilſt ethers admired her fruitfulneſs, and 
uſctulneſs) did till encreaſc her defires to be, where all theſe infirmities and imper- 
feCtions would b: pertectly cured, and where ſhe knew. her abilities ſhould perfectly cor- 
reſpond with the largeſt of herdetires which ſhe had to ſcrve and glorifie God. _ | 

Thirdly. By her love to the Saints, who were born of God, and had his lively I- 
mage ſtamped upon them. And this in Scripture is made one of the faireſt evidences 
of our Love toGod. For every one that loveth the F atber that begat, loveth bim that is 
begotten, | 1 Joh. 5. 1.] A man may love the Child, and yet not love his Father : But 
he cannot love him becauſe he is his Child, and becauſe he is like his Father, buc he muſt 
needs love his Father. Yea, love him firſt and moſt, becauſe his love to the Child ſprings 
from his love to the Father, 

This good, and gracious Lady then, was doubtleſs a great Lover of God himſclf, be- 
cauſe ſhe had ſo dear an affetion for his Children. 

She did not praiſe the dead Saints, and Perſecute the living» She did not pretend 
love to thoſe that lived far from her 3 but ſhewed kindneſs to thofe that lived near her. 
She did not factiouſly love ſome of one Party, and reproach thoſe of anoch*r. In a 
word, ſhe did not love the Saints in an <quality with others, from a natural tender- 
neſs, which diſpoſes ſome to be kind unto all, good and bad + Buther love was a 
Cordial, fpiritual, ſpecial, and uniform Love to them 3 where ever ſhe ſaw any thing of 
God, her Love was drawn out towards them,- ard ſhe had . the - moſt Love for 
thoſe, that diſcovered moſt of God in them. She loved them {© as to de- 
light in Converſe, and Communion with them 3 yea; and the chiefeli of her Charity 
was extended to them» . 

As for the faithful Miniſters of Chrift, whoſe Office and FunQtion lifts them up a- 
bove private Chriftians, few ever exceeded her, in loving and honouring of them: yea, 
ſhe loved frit the Miniſtry, and then the Miniſtersz proteſhng ſeriouſly, the great love, 
and high cſtcem (he had for them, was for their dear Maſters ſake, whoſe Ambaſſadors 
they were: So that what was ſaid, concerning her worthy Son-in-Law, in Norfolk, 
[ Sir Roger —_— that for his love to the Miniltry, he obtained the Title of being cal- 
led Delicie Cleri, The Miniſters delight > May be truly given unto her. 

. Fourthly. By her works of Charity, which were remarkable upon many accounts. 

Firſt, By the largneſs of her Charity : fo great indeed it was, that it may well be 
admired, how-this Tree ſhould not long 2go have killed it ſelt with overbearing. The 
Trees in our Orchards yield us Fruit but once a year : And take fo long a time tore- 
cover heart before they can bear again : But her Charity was as Fruijc dropping all 
the year long. Many ways it diffuſed-it ſelf, She had mony for the empty Purſe, 
meat for the empty Belly: Medicaments for the Sick: Salves for the Wounded, or 
that had Sores. Abundance of good ſhe did this. way in. Fown and Country. She 
was not only liberal, but deviſed liberal things. It her Servants knew of any that 
were in great need, and did got acquaint her with itz when afterwards, by other 
ways ſhe came to hear of it, ſhe would be very angry with them for ic. It fell out 
that an honeſt poor Neighbour died, before ſhe knew ot his ſickneſs3 for which being 
troubled, ſhe asked hex Servant that attended her, whether he had wanted in his fick- 
neſs? Adding, I tell you I had rather part with my Gown from my back, than that the 

want, h 
" Hmally In the Prines objedts of ber Charity : She did indeed caſt her Seed upon all 
ſorts of Ground, but eſpecially upon Gods cacloſure. The Howſhold of Faithful had 
her fulleſt Handfals. To ſuch the never 'thought that ſhe gave h. 

Thirdly, She was wonderful ſecret in what (he gave. For when (he could do it, ſhe 
did not give her Charity as ſom2 throw there mony into a Baſin at a Collection, ſo as 
that ic might Ring agiin : hut it fell like Oil into a Veſſel, without any noiſe, _ 

Fourthly. We may take notice of her ſelf-denying ſpirit in all this. She (good 
Lady) was n9 M:rit-monger, She never thought to purchaſe Land in Heaven, "_ 
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the money which fhe gave on Earth. : She was no Merchant to fell her Charity, bur a 

faithful Steward, acknowledging that what ſhe gave, was not her own, buther Lords 

Money. She was, notwithſtanding all her Charity, carried out to-a naked Chrift, de - 

firing to be found alone in him, and his righteouſneſs, as earneſtly as if ſhe had not done 
SS any one good work in all her Lite. 

Her Sincerity, Fifthly» By her Sincerity, This indeed was as her under Garment, which ſhe wore 
neareſt to her, and which gave an excellency to all her other Graces. And truly, 
many notable Tettimonics there were to demonſtrate the fingleneſs and ſoundneſs of her 
heart. | 

As Firſt, The uniformity of her boly walking : Her Religion was not like the drift ſnow, 
which lies thick in one place, and leaves the ground bare in another. The hypocrite 
hath always ſome" naked plot in his Converſation; that gives others ſome jutt cauſe 
to fuſpe&t him. You may (with'Herod ) perſwade him to do many things: But can never, 
make'bim ( with S:Paul) willing in-all things to live boneſtly. But this Pious Ladies Con« 
verſation, one part did admirably correſpond, and agree with another. An happy 
Symetry appeared in her whole courſe, both towards God and man, both abroad, and 
at home 3 among her Domeſtick Relations, thoſe that lived conſiantly with her, who 
ſaw her (as we uſually ſay) hot, and coldz In her Night.cloths, as when drefſed. 
to g0 abroad. Surely few have had an higher Teſtimony for Piety, from thoſe 
that have lived near, and long with them, than ſhe hath from all that lived under 
her Roof. | | 

Secondly, The great freedom which ſhe gave to her Friends in ſpeaking to her of 
what they ſaw amiſs in her. She uſed much to applaud that priviledge, and advan- 
tage of having a faithful Friends ſaying, that others might ſee more by us than we 
could by our ſelves: She alſo uſed to ſay, That it was a great merey to be convinced of any 


fin, 

Thirdly, Her Faith, which uſed therr to be ſtrongeſt when death ſeemed to be 
neareſt, Like that great Soldicr-we read of, who would tremble every joint of 
him, whilſt his Armour was puting on in his Tent, but was dauatleſs when he came 
to fight in theField. And to a Captain in /raland, who uling to wear his Sword, if 
any, though but a Child handled ic, he would fall a trembling, yet in a Batte), he would 
fight like a Lion. Somewhat morethana twelve month betore her death, ſhe fell in- 
t a long ſwound, which continued about half an hour, withoutany ſenſible hopes of 
recovery : But as ſoon-as ſhe came again toher ſelf; ſhe ſaid, I know that my Redeemer 
liveth, &&c. And being conveyed to her Chamber, there again ſhe faid : 7 know whom 
I have truſted : whereas an Hypocrites hope is compared zo the giving up of the Ghoſt , 
[ Job11.20.] And in this particular, is not unlike it. For as in a dying man his 
breath grows ſhorter and ſhorter, till at laſt its quite puffed out 3 ſo commonly the 
Hypocrites hope leſſeneth, as death groweth nearer, and uſually expireth before the 
man himſelf dies. Impins dum ſpirat ſperat : Jmuſtus cum expirat ſperat. 

Sixthly. Her Hwmility' was rare, and ſignal. This we may call her upper Garment, 
with which ſbe ſtrove to cover her other excellencies, though their beauty was ren- 
dred the more conſpicuous and amiable, by caſting this Veil over them. Grace in- 
deed is like a preeious ointment, which the cloſer its held in a mans hand, the more 
ſtrongly it ſends forth its ſweet Savour. O ! How meanly did ſhe think of her ſelf? 
She ſaw not how brightly her own Face did ſhine, whilſt others beheld, and admired 
it, Her frequent complaint was, that ſhe was uſeleſs, and unprofitable, and that ſhe 
did no good; She did never ſpeak of her perfeQions ; but frequently of her imper- 
fe&tions, wants, weakneſs, and unworthineſs, Yea, (he would often fay, I abbor my ſelf: 
Indeed 1 do. How cafe of acceſs, even for the meaneſt to come into her preſence ? 
Ho: affable, courteous, and lowly was her deportment to the pooreſt ? many times 
when her very Servants had done a buſineſs well, which ſhe had ſect them about, ſhe 
would thank them for it. The Law of kindneſt war in her Tongue towhombſocver ſhe 
{pake. 

Mer laſt fick- But we are now come to her gracious behaviour in her laſt ſickneſs, wherein her 
neſs and pari- Pains were very ſtrong, but her patience were ſtronger. Never wasfhe heard to mut- 
ence. ter, or to utter any one repining word : But ſtill the juſtited God in all his Diſpen- 
ſations towards her, and dealings with her. Yea, more, fbe was much in admiring, 
and bleſſing God for his mercies, in her accuteſt- pains, and greateſt Agonics. How 


doth this bled Soul now Carol forth the Praiſes of God in Heaven ?' who could 
Sing 
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Sing them ſo ſweeely whilſt theſe ſharp Thorns were at her breaft ? Or that could 
keep her heart int tune for this high Note, in her greatett bodily pains and dolors ? 
; She was not wholly tee from aſſaults of Satan. It would indeed have beenfirange 
if he had not conlidered this pretious Servant of Feſas Chriſt, and offered her ſome 
diſturbance at this time, whom h2 had found fo. great, and old an Enemy to him, 
and his Kingdom of darkneſs. But he came only to be beaten back with ſhane, and 
to add more Trophies to all her former ViRtories over hits. The laſt: Words 
which were obſerved to be ſpoken by her, before that fatal gy, ſeized -upon 
her poor, weak, and out worn body, (Which in two days carried her: o 
this world unto a better |) were: He hill 1 ds to be thankfal ? How ſhall 1 ts to 
praiſe my God ? Thias (he ended her life" here in the exerciſe of that duty , which was 
to be her coaſtant, and endleſs work in that Life, which ſhe was: then entring' in - 
to. She thus bleſſedly dyed December 25th. Anno Chrifti. 1674, In the ninticth year 
of her age- To WES. 136466 
In Obitum Nobiliſſime, LeQiſkmzque H:roine, Maris, Illaftrilimi, fortifſimique 
' - Ducis Horatij Vere, Baronis de Tilbury, Viduz : Carmen Epitapbinm. 


. Nobilitas tibi Vera fuit 3 Prudentia Vera 3 
Vera tibi Pietas 3 & tibi Vera Fider. 4 
Vers Dei cultrix tueras, & Vera Mariti : 
Queque nitent, aderant omnia Vers tibi- - 
Aceiderit tandem _quvd Mors tibi Vera, dolendum : 


Excepto hoc, de te lingula Vers javant.. 
Simon Ford. $. T,'D. 
Dr. Sibs Dedicated his Book which he calls The Bruiſed Reed: to the Right 


Her laſt words 


the Scage of 424 Dearh. 


Honourable, Sir Horatio Vere., Knight, Lord Vere of Tilbury, and to his Pious Con- 


fort, the Lady Mary Vere, whoſe Virtuous Life , and- Bleffed Death , you heard de- 
ſcribed 3 And in his Epiſtle Dedicatory, he thus writes. 

They that follow the Wars are generally taken to be men noe molt Religious, 

Rara Fider, Pictaſque viris _—_ ſtqueenter, 

The more reſpe& therefore ({aith he do thoſe of that profefſion deſerve that have 
learned upon -what terms to: Live and Die 3 that are ſure of a better Life, before they 
leave this, that have laid up their Lives in Chrift : Among whom ( Right: Honoar- 
able ) the world hath long taken notice of you, in whonrboth Religion and Mili- 
tary kmployment, meeknels of Spirit, with heigth of Courage , Humility with Ho- 
nor, by a rare and happy Combination have-met together. Whereby you have much 
vindicated your profeſhon from the common imputation, and ſhewed that picty can 
enter into Tents, and follow after Camps, and that God hath his Foſbs's and Cor- 
nelia's in all Ages. 

And ( Ele&t Lady ) I would not divide you from your Honourable Lord and 
Husband, both being one, as in other bands, fo in that above nature, in hearty love 
to the beſt things : Both exemplary in all Religious courſes : Both, in your places, 
having been imployed in great ſervices for the common good : So that, not only this, 
but forraign States, are bound to bleſs God for you both.. Go on intheſe ways, an4 
you will had God making good his promiſe of honouring them that honour him, 


An Epitaph »por the Right Honourable,” and Religiows, the Lady Vere ; 
Wife to the moſt Noble, and Valiant Lord Horatio Vere, Baron of Til- 
bury, who Dyed, December the 25th. Anno Chriſti. 1671. In the mins 
tieth year of her Age. 


3 mr this Marble ſtone doth lye | Her age, or her Devotion. 
Wonder of Age, and Piety. Her piety made the world confeſs 
So Old, ſo Good, 'twas hard to ſay Old age no bar to fruicfulneſs. 
Which ſtriving in her won the day, Her age again ſo wonderous great, 
Or had moſt power to bow her down, Prov'd piety ne*re out of date: oy 
wWw 
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Well may ſhe then a wonder go, 
When as to prove her to be fo 

The two grand Topickg do agree, 
Poth Scripture, and Antiquity. 

Thus was ſhe like (none ever more ). 
That Widdow of above fourſcore, 
Who ſerving God both day and night, 
Ac laſt of Feſws got a light: 

Nay, ſtill like her, in Temples ſhe 

Her Saviour waits once more to ſee. 


On ber ſleeping three days together before 
fre Dyed. 

Deaths Brother, ſleep, her ſenſes ty'd 
Three days, and then ſhe wakivpg dy'd. 
Sleep was the Eflay of Deaths Cup, 
Which firſt ſhe fipt 3 then drank all up« 
Thus Swimmers firſt with foot explore 
The gclid ſtream, then venture o'r. 
Thus Martyr, for a trial, firſt 
Into the fire his Finger thruſt, 
To ſnipa pattern of the flame, * 
Then cloths his body witch the ſames 
Thus Spies in Canaans Land are ſent, 
To view the Countries cre they went: 
Sleep was the Mark, in which the faw 
The promis'd Land, Incognita, 
_ Which done, fbhe only wak't to tell 
By-ſianders that ſhe lik*t it well. 
Then, Reader, it thou wondreſt at 
Her three days ſleep : Remember that 
Three days to view the Triple Heaven, 
(One day in cach Court ) makes evens 
But, Reader, when thou think'ſt upon 
Her third days Reſurrection, 
If th' art amaz'd, wonder no more : 
Her Saviour did ſo before. 


On her dying ' juſt upon the day of Chrifts 
Natrvity, 
Long time ſhe ſleeping lay , but could 
not Dye 
Until the day of Chrifts Nativity. 
No wonder then ſhe ſlept and flumbered ; 
It. was becauſe the Bridegroom tarried, 
On ber Nobility. 7 
Noble her ſelf ; more Noble, *cauſe fo neer 
To the thrice Noble, and Vietorious Vere. 
That Belgick, Lion , whoſe loud fame did 
roar, 
Heard from the German to the Britiſh ſhoar, 
His Tropbies ſhe was Joyntur'd in (fofay 
The Lawyers ) Wives ſhine by their Hus- 


See therefore now, how by his ſide ſhe 
lands, 

Tryumphing *midſt the Graves, thoſe Nee 
therlands, 


| 


Rather in Heaven, thoſe only we confe(s, 
Are truly called 7Tb* United Provinces, 


WV 


Charles Derby, 


Upon the Death of the Right Honourable 
Lady Mary Vere» 


Hat Marble heart can chuſe but 
drop a tcar | 
Attheſad Funeral of the Lady Vere! 
Whoſe Death's a Publick loſs. Our Spring 
is d 
That way an Empty Cifterndid ſupply. 
God deck't her Heaven*born Soul with 
Gems-divine 
Of various luſtre , which did make her 
ſhine, 
That all that ſiood about her ſaw the light, 
She made it day, even in thedarkeft night. 
Her bounteous hand, and truly noble heart 
Did noble gifts to multitudes impart, 
= was a flowing Spring, a Mine of Tre- 
ure 5 
To ſerve her Lord, and do good was her 
Pleaſure. 
Pattern of goodneſs, and a Pillar too : 
A few ſuch loſſes may the world undo. 
She gave her ſclf ro Chrift, with heart and 
might, 
And was with him in Spirit day and night. 
And when his Feſtival began on Earth, 
But _ in Heaven with purer Joy and 
Mirth, 
_ longed to be there, which made her 
ng 
Her Nanc Dimittis, and her Soul took 
wing, 
To ſing her Cgrel among thoſe that are 
_ Temptation , fault , offence, or 
r. 
But when arriv*d, no mortal can declare 


' What joys in Heaven 3 And what wel- 


corns are. 

For this devoted Saint whilſt here on Earth 

We mix fin with our Songs 3 tears with 
our mirth. 

She's gone , but never periſh: ſhall her 
name, 

Her works abide to Eternize her Fame; 


ANAGRAM. 

Vere mira. 
Mirrour of bleſſings ! For what Tongue 
can tcl], 


For Grace and Greatneſs wher's her Pa» 
rallc}? | 
Edward Thomas. 
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| Embroiders Records with his Name; 
probs bop: on ag by nn nn rn 
, CIC» a48Zine, 
Mneg, * Matic Vare vS'd, well buckled 
Ever[ arave. K. ESL ai 


| Tribute who can here pret 
To pay, but he that hath to ſpend ? 
Whole Indies of refined Ore, 
Ready to bring out of his ſtore 3 
Which after all will prove to be, . 
Too mean yea, Bankrupt 
See Name, Relation, State 
Do marchin correſpondent pace, 
Daring all Enemies to withſtand 
Her generous Soul, or Countermand 
Its reſolution ne*re to yield, 
But Qill to fight, and win the field. 
Ever I arm, and ſodo wait 
My Captains Word, on foes deceit ! 
Or when he Multers up his ftrength, 
Hoping to vanquiſh me at length: 
Yet then I faint not, but being Arm'd 
Thro Gracel ftaod, and was not harm'd. 
Here, here's a She maintain'd. the tight, 
Remained Conquerefs in deſpite 
Of all his forces, till at laſt, 
Praiſes, and thanks were her repalt. 
ThusFaith, and Hope, and Patience 
Tryumphant rode ith* Chariot hence. 
But how ſounds this, Ever I arm, 


SuftipgaLady once Ith* dam 
Of fa General, whoſe flory 


Embalms our Natians dying Glesy > 


grace 


| 


_ A barrel, +5 amv 
Crown which her great Captain gives. 
Maris Vere " 


T4 He Casket of this Jewel rare, 
With deep Laments we here inter 
In hallowed ground which yet grows 


proud, _- 
Ct purer 'Earthto be the ſhroud. 


And thou fair ſhrine, in whoſe cloſe womb, 
This holy Relick we intomb) 

Preſerv'd with care, and on it try 

What maybe done by try. 


That when the Trump faith, Dead ariſe, 
Thou mai*ſt ſend forth thy wealthy prize : 
Ev*ry particle well Calcin'd, 
Ang £x'ry d. 


Richard Howlett. 


Beſides what is aid before of this Honourable Lady, ſome of her neer Relations have 


informed me that every Friday night ſhe cauſed hex Family to be Catechiſed, and 4hec 
on Satxrday in the Evenings, he had ſolemn Daties for the S2abbaub gn- 
ſuing : And that ſhe was in the nivety faſt year of her age when (he dyed. 


L. Veres Motto was , Vero nil Virigs. 
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M*KATHERINE CLARKE 
F. HwVan Howe Say. | 
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The Life and Death of Mrs. Katherine Clark 


who Died, Anno Domini 1675. 


Her Paretnage Atherine Overton(for ſo was her VirgigName)was born at Bedworth in the Coun- 
. andBirth. ty of Warwick, four miles from Coventry, F the Twenty fifth, Anno 
Chriſti, 1602, of Godly, and Religious Parents. Her Father was Mr. V alen- 
tine Overton, ReQtor of Bedworth, where he lived a conſtant, and: painful 
Preacher of Gods Holy Word, till he was almoſt Eighty two years old: Her Mother 
was Mrs. Iz, Overton, a gracious Woman, and an excellent Huſwife, who took gff the 
whole burden of Family affairs, both within, and without Doors from her Husband, 
that he might with the more freedom attend his Holy Calling, 

Mer Education, Our Katherine was, by theſe her Parents brought up Religiouſly, and it pleaſed God 
betimes to plant the Seeds of Grace in her Heart, which tirſt diſcovered themſelves, 
Early working when ſhe was about fifteen years Old: At which time God was pleaſed” to diſcover un- 
of Grace, to her the corruption of her nature, and ſome common miſcarriages which are inci- 
dent unto youth : And theſe made ſuch a deep impreſſion upon her tenders years, that 
whereas ſhe was naturally of a cheartul Sangzine Conſtitution, ſhe now became ſerious, 
Her Temptati- and ſomewhat Melancholy. Hereupon Satan, that Old Serpent, and Enemy to our 
ons and fup- Souls, afaulted her with many, and various Temptations, whereby he ſought to quench 
ow theſe Heavenly Sparks, to ſtifle this New Creature in its firſt Conception. But by 
frequent reading the ſacred Scriptures, diligent attending co the Word Preached, and 
ſecret Prayer, it pleaſed the All-wiſe God to ſupport, and ſtrengthen her againſt him, 

and all his Devices. Yet did theſe conflicts continue the longer, becauſe ſhe had none 
to whom ſhe durſt unboſom her ſelf, and make her Caſe known. | 
More Trou- When ſhe was about ſeventeen years old, the was by her Parents ſent to Siwel in 
bles. Northampton: ſhire to wait upon a young Lady, that was ſomewhat Related to her. 
Yet 
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Yet this kind of life-was ſo tedious and irkſome to her, that at the end of Six Her rewrn 
Months ſhe prevailed with her Parents to ſend for her home again. - Hear the Nar« home. 
rative of it in her own Wotds as they were found Written in her Cabinet after her De- 
eraſe. ©When (faithbe,) I was bur young, my Father being at Prayers in his Fimi-' ter own ac- 
© ly, I many times foand ſuch ſweeenels, . and was (o atfeted therewith; that I could - count of het 
* not bur wiſh that iny Heart might -oftner be in ſuch a frame. But Childhood, and Converhon. 
* the Vanities thereof ſoon cooled theſe Heavenly Sparks. But my: Father cauſed me to 
© write Sermons, and to repeat the fame As alſo to learn Mr. Perkins his Catechifer, 

* which I oft xepeated to my felf when'l was alone; :And- therein eſpecially I cookno- 
© tice of thoſe places wherein he had ſet down the Signs and Marks of a ſtrong, [arid 
* weak Faith, being convinced in my Conſcience that-without Faith I could not be (a. 
© ved 3 And that every Faith would not ſerve turn to bring me to Heavev. 
* Hereupon I fell to Examination of my ſelf, and thbugh Fcould not find the Matks 
© of a Strong, (through Gods Mercy) I found 'the marks of a true, though but weak 
* Faith, which was ſome Comfort, and ſupport to. me. And that God which began! 
* chis good work in me, was pleaſed to quickeri and ſtir me upto a diligent uſe of fuck 
* means: as himſelf had ordained and- appbinted for the encreaſe thereof: As'hear- 
© ing the Word Preached , Receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, and uſe of ' 
© other private Duties. þ 2! =o 
*Eut when 1 was about ſeventeen years old my Parents ſent me to-wait uporra young 
© Gentlewoman in Northamptonſhire, the only Daughter of Six W.. At which time. 
* being ſent fo far from my -.near and dear Relations, and meeting with ſome other dif 
* couragements in the Family, through want of the means of Grace, which L fortnexly. 
© enjoyed, I grew vefy Melancholy; . irs 2nd 
©I beganalſo to have great workings of Conſcience in me, and Satan (that deadly 
* Enemy to the health, and welfare of our Souls, whio like a Roaring Lion walks |@> 
© bout continually ſceking whom he may devour) took his. advantage (through my Ig- 
©norance of his devices) to raiſe up fears, doubts, and terrors of Conſcience in ane, 

f © reaſon of my manitold Sins, and for walking ſo unworthy Gods Mercies whilſt I did 
© enjoy them, and for being ſo unfruitful under- the means of Grace, and fo unable to 

4 © obey God, and to keep his Commandments. | | 

© And byrcaſon hereof I had no Peace, nor refit in my Soul, Night nor Day, but was 

© perſwaded that all the threatnings contained in the Book of God againſt Wicked 
© and Upgodly men; did belong unto me, and were my Portion, as being one of. them 
© 2gainſt whom they were denounced 3'Infomuch as when 1 took up the Bible to-read: 
* therein, it was accompanied” with much fear and trembling 5 Yet being: convinced 
© that it was my Duty frequently to read Gods Word, I durft not: omit, or neg- 
©lect it. ; 
* Thus I continued a great while, bearing the burden of grievous Temptations, and 
1 8 inward Aflicions of Conſcience, yet durſt 1 not open the wound, nor reveal my con- 
- * dition to any, asthinking andjudging my condition and caſe to be like no Bodies elſe : 
© But God who is rich and infinite in Mercy, and Jeſus Chrift, who bought his Ele ac 
© {> dear a rate, would not ſuffer any of his to be loſt; and therefore he was graciouſly 
© pleaſed to preſerve, firengthen, and upho!d me by his own power from ſinking into 
© Hell through Deſpair, and from runfing out of my Wits: . __. 3 D234 
© Thus byrtaſon' of my continual grief and anguiſhof Heart Night and Day, I was 
© fo weakned and changed within the compaſs of theſe fix Months, that when IL came 
© home my Dear Parents they _ | >> na ; ape each jy 
Some after her return, ſhe (for the part) continued in athers Family, , yer gromh ig 
where bodfigiet and conſcientious uſe of the means, both publick and private, ſhe Grace. ” 

did thrive and grow in Grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 

Chriſt, as ſhe increaſed and grew in Days and Years 3 and therewith'alſo learned and ex+ 

erciſed all parts of Huſwitry, which might fit her for the Government of zFamily, when 

God ſhould call her thereunto. | > ir; ag 

February 2, Anno Chrifti, 1625. Which was the ſame Day on which King Charles the - Her Marriage 
firft was Crowned, ſhe was, with the confent of Parents on both fides, marricd to Mr. - 

$z.Cleark, who at that time was Minilter at Shotwick, four miles beyond Weſt-Chefter, 

who looked upon this Match as the greateſt outward temporal B) that ever God 

befiowed upon him 3 whereby he could experimentally fay, That a Pradent Wife is the 

Gift of God: And that in A  " he enjoyed more Mercics thenie cond 
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well enumerate, But to deſcend to particulars, and to take notice of ſome of thoſe 
Virtues and Graces wherewith God had beautificd; and adorned her Soul. | 

Firſt her Piety was ſignal and exemplary from her firſt Converſion to the. Hour of 
her Death : Her life was not ſtained with any ſcandalous Sin, which might be a ble- 
miſh, either to her Perſon, Profeſſhon, or Relations. She was a conſtant, and di- 
ligent attender upon the publick Miniſtry of Gods Holy Word 3 And when the lived 
where ſhe had the opportunity of hearing LeQtures in the week day, ſhe made choice 
toattcnd upon thoſe who were moſt plain, praQica), and powerful Preachers, from 
whoſe Sermons, and Gods bleſſing upon them, ſhe always ſucked ſome ſpiritual nou- 
r ſhm-nt and came home reteſhed from them. And when days of Humiliation , or 
1h.nkſgiving came, ſhe never failed. to make one among Gods People in the Cele- 
bration of thim. | 3 

The Lords Days ſhe carefully Sandtified, both in publick and in private z riſing ear- 
lier upon them than upon other's, eſpecially when ſhe had many young Children about 
her, that fo ſhe might have opportunity, as well for ſecret, as for Family duties, before 
(he was called away to the publick. She was like unto Davids Door-keeper, One of 
the firſt in, and laſt out of Gods Houſe. Her conſtant Geſture at Prayer was Knee- 
ling, thinking that (he could not be too humble before God, Her uſual manner was to 
write Sermons to prevent drowſineſs and diſtrations, and to help Memory, whereof 
ſhe hath left many Volumes, and her my make good uſe ot them, by fre- 
quent reading and Medirating upon them Andif at any time ſhe was caſt into ſuch 
Places, and Company as were a hinderance unto her in the firict SanRitication of this 
Holy Day, it was a grief and burden' to her, 

There was no Day that paſſed over her head (except Sickneſs, or ſome other una- 
voydable ncceflity hindred_) wherein the did not read ſome portions of the Sacred 
Scriptures, both in the Old, 'and New Teſtament, and of the Pſalms 5 and in Read- 
ing ſhe took ſpecial notice of ſuch paſſages as moſt concerned her ſelf. She was krequent, 
w conſtant in Secret Prayer, and Mcditation, She alſo read much in other good 
Books, eſpecially; in the works of thoſe Eminent, and excellent Divines, Mr. A4nt« 
broſe, and Mr. Rezner: And in readivg ot them ſhe uſcd to tranſcribe ſuch paſſages as 
moſt warmed her heart. 

She never > rm any opportunity of receiving the Sacrament of the Lords Sup. 
per, and before ker coming to it, was very trit, and fcrious in the Duty of Se/f-Ex- 
amingtion, and for her furtherance therein, at thoſe times ſhe read ſome of thoſe Books 
that treated vpon that ſubjet. And the Fruits of her holineſs manitefied themfeve> in 
the exerciſe ot thoſe Graces which | God required of her. She was not a Wordy, bur 
a Real Chriltian : A true 1ſraelite, in whom was no guile. Her endeavour was to yield 
univerſal , conſtant, cheerful, and fincere Obedience to all Gods C , 
and whercin ſhe failed, and came ſhort, it was her grict , and Burden. Her Medita- 
tions upon what ſhe heard and read were frequent : And her heart having indited a 
good matter, her tongue was as the Pen of a ready Writer, taking opportunities to ſpeak to 
the Editication ot thoſe with whom ſhe converſed, 

She tilled every Relation with the Exerciſe of ſuch Graces, and Duties as were ſuit- 
able thereunto, knowing that where Relative duties are negleQed, and not made Con- 
ſcience of, there alſo our pretended Religion is in Vain. 

Firſt, As a Wife : She was ſingular, and very Exemplary in that reverence and o- 
bedience which ſhe yeilded to her Husband, both in Words, and Deeds. She never 
roſe from the Table, even when they werealone, but ſhe made courteſte. She never 
drank to him without bowing. His word a Law unto her: She often deny- 
cd her ſelf to gratific him : And whenin her ſickneſs, and weaknetfs he mentioned her 
Caſe in particular unto God in his Prayers, the Duty being ended, ſhe would make 
him courteſie, and thank him. In caſe of his abſence ſhe would pray with her Family 
Morning, and Evening : The like ſhe would do in his preſence, in caſe ot his Sickneſs, 
and inability to perform the Duty himſelf. Her Modeſly, and Chaſtity were rare, and 
remarkable : But fitter to be conceived by thoſe which know what belongs to them, 
than to be expreſſed in words. For there is a conjugal, as well as a Virginal, and Vi- 
dual Chaſtity. 

In Caſe of her Husbands Sicknefs, ſhe was a tender, diligent, and painful Nurſe a- 
bout him 3 Skilful, and careful in making him Broths, and what elſe was needful for 
him. If at any time ſhe faw him in pathon, with ſweet and gentle words ſhe would 

| mollihe 
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mollifi and moderate it, She was often a Spur, but never a Bridle to him in thoſe things 
_which were good. Eg "27 
| She was always well pleaſed with ſuch Habitations, as ( in their rhany removes D 
he provided. for her And with ſuch Apparel, and Di:t as his means ( which was 
ſometimes ſhort _) would allow. - She never grutched, nor grumbled at any of thoſe 
Diſpenſations which Gods All-wiſe Providence carved out unto them. 
Secondly, As a, Mother to her Children (whereof God gave her nine, four Sons, As a Mother: 
and five Daughters) ſhe nouriſhed them all with her own breaſts; was very handy 
and handſome about them ia their minority 3 Kept them ſweet'and cleanlyz In'ncat 
and modeſt Habits 3 Knew how to order them both in Health and Sickneſs. She 
loved them dearly without fondneſs 3 Was careful to give them Nurture as well as 
Nouriſhment, not ſparing the Rod when there was juſt occaſion. Andas ſoon as they 
were capable, ſhe was vigilant arid diligent to ſeaſon their tender years with Grace'and 
Vertue, by inſtilling” into them the firlt grounds, and Ptinciples of Religion ; And as 
they grew up, ſhedid more freely diſcover her tender AﬀeRions to them, by Inftruci- 
on, advice, and good Counſel as there was occaſion 3 And when they were diſpoſed 
of abroad, by her gracious letters, and hearty InſtruRions at their meetings, ſhe la- 
boured to build them up in grace and godlineſs : And God was pleaſed to let her ſee 
| c to her great Joy and Comtort J) the truit of her Prayers, and painsin keeping them 
rom ſcandalous Courſes in theſe corrupt times, and in working Grace in moſt of their 
Hearts, When they were married, and had Children, ſhe was frequently making one. 
thing or other for them. | 
Thirdly, As a Miltrefs toher Maids: She was careful (fo far as ſhe could ) to bring 
ſuch as were Religious, at lealt, ſeemingly, into her Fartiily 5 And having occaſion to 
be much in their Company, ſhe would take all occaſions, and opportunities t6 mani- 
feſt her love and care of their Souls) by frequent drop ing in. good Counſel, and 
wholeſome InſtruQtions 3 By Charechiſing 3 Enquiring what they remembred of the 
'Sertmons they heard 3 Reading her Notes to themz Encouraging them in what was 
good, and with the Spirit” of meckneſs blaming them for what was evil. And. for 
Huſwifery, and Houſhold Afﬀairs, ſhe inſtraRted'their Ignorance, commended and in- 
couraged what theydid well, and her ſelf (being of an aRive , and Riirring diſpofiti- 
on, and having her hatd*in moſt buſineſſes) ſet therm a Pattern, and gave them an 
*Exatnple how to'ordet the ſame. She was careful ( fo far as ly ſhe could) td 
prevent all ſpoil, and toſee that they did not eat the Bread of 'Idlene(s. 3 | 
Towards her friends, and het own, and her Husbands Relations ſhe was courteous As Friend: 
and amiable in her deportment, free and hearty in their entertainment. She 'would 
have plenty without want, and competency without ſuperfluity 3 And all ſo neatly and 
well 6rdered,that none which came to her Table (whereof ſome were Perſons of Albnox 
and Quality ) but Commended hex Cookery, 'and were well pleaſed with their en- 
tettainment. | | 4 "gp 
In her Hovſtold Furniture ſhe loved tot to- want, nordefired more than was need- 
fol. It was, though not coſtly, yet cleanly; afd ſhe was frequent in repaiting and ©: 
mending decays, and what was amiſs, both in Linnens, and Woollens.. ac 
For her Apparel , ſhe wasnever willing to have that which was coſtly for tht mat- Her Habit. 
ter, or gairiſh tor the manner + Rather undet than above her Rank...” For the Faſhion 
of 1t, was grave and. Exemplary, without Newfangledneſfs and Levity. She follow- 
ed Peters diteQions which he gave to Chriſtian Women lo his time” ['c Pet. 3.3 &c.] 
whoſe 'adorning, let it not be that outward "adorning of or gen Hair, and 'of weari 
of Gold, or of putting on of » . But let it be the hi man of the Heart, in that 
which is not corruptible, even the of a metk, and quiet Spirit, which irin the fight of 
God of great price. For after this manner in old timt, the boly Wonten tbo triiffed in God 
adorned themſelves bring in y poten wpnteery Hurbande, 
And wharſoevet Apparel the had; the was cartful' ro keep ic from ftains, and rends, 
and ſo ſoon as any thing was amiſs, preſently to _— inſormuch as ſhe made it laſt 
long, and yet it was always whole and neat. | Alther own, and Husbands linnens, 
ſhe made her ſelf, and much of her other Apparel :, Andat Ieifure times ſhe imploy- 
\ edherſclf in knitting Stockings for her ſelf and Grand; Children 5 and was as 
ful, and handy in mending her Husbands Cloaths, as her own. OF SON 
She was very Chwitabie to the Poor where ever ſhe lived, according to that *Eftats Her Charity. 
Wherewith God had encruſted her. She was ready to'relieve fuch xs were ObjEs of, 


—— 


The Life and Death 


—_— 


Charity, with Meat, or Drink, and to lend them Mony, and to minifier ſome Phi- 
fical things (whereof her Cloſet was never empty) according as their neceſſities re- 
uired. , | 

, She had a very melting Heart, and truly Sympathized with the Church and People 
of God, whether at home or abroad, in all their ſufferings, and rejoyced in their Pro- 
ſperity- She was much affeQted with, and afflicted for that lols which the Church 
of Chriſt had, when ſo manyable, Godly, faithful, and pa Miniſters were cje&- 
ed 3 not thruſt forth into, but thruſt out from labouring in Gods Harveſt 3 wherein 
her Husband, and two Sons were co-ſufferers, to the loſs of their livelihoods 3 yet 
the loſs of their Liberty lay nearer to her Heart, and was a far greater Grief to her 
than the outward wants they were expolcd to. 

Her Humility was not inferior to her other Graces, She had always a very low e- 
ſteem of her ſelf, and was ready to others before her ſelf, and would not take it 
ill when her inferiors were ſet above herz She well remembred the Apoſile Peters charge, 
All of you be ſubjeft one to another, and be cloatbed with Humilkty. For God refifteth the 
Proud, and giveth Grace to the Humble. And that of S. Pazl, Rom. 12. 10, In bonou? 
prefer one another. 

Her Love to God, to his Ordinances, and to his Children was hearty, and with« 
out Diſſimulation, She abborred that which was evil, and clave to that which was 
She was of fo ſweet and meek a diſpoſition that ſhe never uſed to ſpeak evil of any, but 
was ever prone to forgive and forget wrongs. | 

She was very prudent in managing her Houſhold affairs to the beſt advantage. She 
would have divers Diſhes of Meat with little coſt; yet fo dreſſed and ordered as made 
them geateful and pleaſing unto all : When they were alone, ſhe had ſuch variety of 
Diſhes and Dreſſes as prevented nauſcouſneſs. She was careful toſce that —_— 
loſt or ſpoiled. By her wiſe and frugal managing her Houſhold, though her H 
had never much coming in, yet at the years end he could always ſave ſomething: So 
that her price to bim was far above Rubies : His Heart truſted in her. For ſhe did bimgood, 
and not evil all the Days of her Life,” Prov.31.10,11,12. 

In her Younger Days ſhe was healthful; Of a cheerful and ative Spirit, and ab- 
horring Idleneſs; She would have her Hand in eyery buſineſs. In her Old Age, though 
ſhe was crazie, yet whilſt ſhe could ſtand, ſhe would be about one kind of work or 0+ 
ther. She bore her weakneſs and AMictions with much Paticnce and holy ſubmiffion 
to the will and good pleaſure of Gods ſhe was ſo uniform in the frame of her Spirit, 
and fo maintained her Peace with God th her Holy and humble walking, that 
when Death, many times in her ſickneſs, threatned: to ſeize upon her, She tearcd 
it not, as knowing that it would be gain and advantage to her : Concerning which 
hear what ſhe her (elf lett in writing which was found after her Deccaſe. 

©In my younyer Days (faith ſhe) my ſpiritual Affictions, and inward troubles con- 
*tinucd long before I could attain to any aſſurance of my Salvation : But of late years 
© it hath plcaſed God of his infinite Mercy, and Free Grace to give me more Aſſurance 
© of his unchangeable Love to me through Faith in his Rich and free Promiſes of Life, 
* and Salvation, through Feſws Chrift, who is pretious to my Soul, and who is the Au» 
© thor and finiſher of my Faith 3 God bleſſed for eyexmore : To whom be Praiſe and 
© Glory World without end Amen. 

In her converſe with her Friends She opened ber Month with Wiſdom, and in ber 
Tongue was the Law of Kindneſs ( Prov.3 1.26. ) which made her Company grateful unto 
all, and burdenſom, or undervalucd by none. 

Divers years before her Death, upon catching Cold, ſhe had many fits of ſickneſs, and 
weakneſs, and ſore of them were ſo violent, as t her near unto Death 3 Yet the 
Lord had mercy upon her Husband and Family in railing her up again almoſt beyond 
hopes, and expectation : And (be was always a Gainer by her Aflictions, God mak- 
ing good that Promiſe to her, Rom,$.28, Al things ſhall work, togetber for good to them 
that love God, To them who are Called according to t porpeſe. For after thoſe fits ſhe 
walked more humbly, holily, fraitfully, and faithfully, both in her General, and par» 
ticular Calling, as one that waited daily for the ; "rp. Bu her Lord, and Maſter. 
The Winter before her Death, ſhe enjoyed better Health ſhe had done for ſome 
Winters before. 

May the 25th. Anno Chriſti, 1675. Some Friends came from Londen to dine with 
her, and that morning (according to her uſual cuſtom in ſuch Caſes) She was _ 
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ful, and buſic in providing for their kind entertainment : But it pleaſed God whilſt 
they were at Dinner to ſtrike her with a kind of Shivering, which made her look pa- 
Jer than ordinary, and after Dinner her Diftemper continued, ſo that ſhe was ſoon con- 
fined to her Chamber, and not long after, for the moſt part to her Bed, But herein 
God ſhewed her great metcy, and reſpet to her weaknels, in that, diring all 
the time of her languiſhing ſhe was free from Sickneſs, and pain, only ſometimes ſhe 
was troubled with ſome Stiches, which yet were tolerable, not violent : She was atfo 
troubled with ſome Vapours Which made her Breath very ſhort; Yet had the a pretty 
good Stomach, and ſhe reliſhed herFood well till about two Days before her Death 3 
But then, though ſhe did cat, yet ſhe found little taſt in her Meat. Her ſleep was pret- 
ty good, and always very quiet. She was never ill cither after Food or Sleep. Only 
two Days before her Departutc ſhe Nept little, by reaſon of the continual ratling of 
Fleepm in her Throat, when ſhe wanted ſtrength co expeRorate it, 

As for the State of her Soul m__ the time of her ſickneſs, ſhe enjoyed con- 
ſtant Peace and Serenity, and had {through Gods Mercy) much Joy, and Peace, by 
believing 3 Satan (that Roaring Lion) who uſes to be moſt firong when we are moſt 
weak being, ic chained up by God, that he had no power to moleſt her. She often 
cryed out Hold out faith and patience; She told her neareſt Relation, when ſhe ſaw him 
mourning over her, that ſhe was going to be joyned to a Better Husband. | 

Her youngeſt Son, taking his leave of her the Day before her Death, ſlie gave hitn 
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Her hſt fck- 
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—— 


Gods Mercy. 


much Heavenly Counſel for the good of his Soul, and Bleſſed him, and all his, as ſhe. 


did the reſt of her Children and Grand-Children, She earneſtly defired to be Diſſolved, 
and breathed after a fuller enjoyment of Feſis Chriſt, which ſhe accounted beſt of all: 
She would ſometirhes fay, that it ws 4 thing to die: And this is @ bard work, 

Her Underſtanding, Memory, and Speech continued till withm two Minutes of Deaths 
And a litclc before, her Daughter ſpeaking to her of Jeſs Chriſt, She replyed, My God 
and my Lord : And fo June the 21, about five a Clock in the morning, She fell aſleep, 
exchanging this Lifc for a Better, without any alteration in het Countenance, but on- 
ly yy BY colour was gone. She clofed up her Eyes herſelf, as who ſhould ſay, It is 

but winking, and I ſhall be in Heaven, She changed ber , but not ber Company, 

She fickned May the 25th: Anno Chrifti, 1675. She concluded her Days Fane the Twen= 
ty Fitſt, bcing Mznday, about five a Clock in the Morning > when having ended her laſt 
Sabbath upon Earth, ſhe began toCelebrate an Everlaſting Sabbath in Heaven. She 
was Aged Seventy three years and about four Months, and had beet twarried almoſt Fif- 

ty years. 

: Thus did this Holy Wornan wear out, not ruſt out : Burn out, was not blown out : 
Yea, ſhe flamed, not ſmothered out, ſhe ſerved God in her Generation, and then tecri- 
red into that Place where is Health without Sickneſs: Day without Night ! Plenty with« 
out Famine : Riches without Poverty : Mirth without Mourning: Singing without figh- 
ing : Life without Death : And theſe, with infivite more tout Eternity. There is un- 
ſpottcd Chaſtity : Unſtained Honor : Unparalleld Beauty. Thert is the Tree of Life in 
the midſt of this Paradiſe, There is the River that witers the Garden : There is the Vine 
flouriſaing, and the Pomegranate budding : There is the Banqueting-Houſe where are 
all choſe Delicacies; and Rarities wherewith God himfelf isdelighted. There ſhall the 
Saints be adorned, as a Bride, with rare Peazls, and fparkling Di: of Gloty, A 
Glory fitter to be Belicved, than poffible to be Diſcourſed, Ati ; Exceſſive, E- 
ternal weight of Gloty (2 Cor. 4.17.) Even ſuch a weight, as if the Body were noc upheld 
by the Power of God, it were impoffible but that it ſhould faint it : 45s an emi» 
nent Divine (peaketh. ug 43M a | 

After Mrs.Clarkes Deceaſe,there was found iti her Cabinet 2 Paper, which by frequent 
ufing, was —_— you a__ It contained - ColleQion of theſe ſeveral Texrs of 
Scripture which recourſe unto in times of Temptation, or ion. 

Whois among you that feareth the Lord : That obeyeth the Voice of his Servant : 
That walketh in darkneſs and hath'go Light : Let him truſt in.the Name of the Lord 
and ſtay upon his God, 1/a,50.10, : modes 

For the m—_ the Lord is a ſtrong Tower 3 The Righteous run unto it, and arc 
fafe, Prov.15.10. | | 

Thou wilt keep him in perfe& peace, whoſe Mind is ftayed on thee, becauſe he truſteth 
o6n thee, Iſa.26.3- Df | 

Blcſf:d is the Man that maketh the Lord his truſt,P/4,40.4, 
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Bleſſed 
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Her Conver- 
fion, 


Bleſſed is the Man to whom the Lord imputeth not Sin, Pſa.32-2. 

Though our hearts may fail us, and our fleſh fail us, yet God will never fail us, 
Pſa.73.26. . 

"2 he hath ſaid, 1 will never leave thee nor forſake thee, Heb.13.5. 

And again: Iwill be a Fatherunto you, and ye ſhall be my Sons and Daughters, 
faith the Lord Almighty, 2 Cor.6.18, 

I, even Iam he that blotteth out thy Tranſgreſſions for mine own ſake, and will not 
remember thy Sins, Iſa.44-25. | 

My Grace is ſufficient tor thee : For my ſtrength is made perfe@ in weakneſs, 2 Cor. 
12. 9s 

By Grace you are ſaved through Faith, and that not of you ſelves, Fph.2.8, 

I give unto thcm Eternal Life, and they ſhall not periſh, neithcr ſhall any man pluck 
them out of my Hand, Job 10, 28, 

W ho arc kept by the Power of God, through Faith unto Salvation, 1 Pet,1.5. 

The foundation of God ftandeth ſure, having this Seal 3 The Lord knoweth who 
are his, 2 Tim.2.19. 

There is therctore now no condernnation to them which are in Chrift Feſus, who 
walk not after the Felſh, but after the Spirit, Rom.$.r, 

Chrift is the end of the Law for Righteouſneſs to every one that believeth, R 
4-10, | 

It is God that juſtifeth 3 whois he that condemneth ? Rom.$.33,34- 

The promiſe is to you, and to your Children, and toa!l that arc afaroff 3 Even as 
many as the Lord our God ſhall call, Aa. 2439. 

The Gifts, and Calling of God are without Repentance, Rom.11.29, 

" Theſe Texts of Sctipture having been as ſo many Cordials anto her in Times of 
emptation, it is hoped that they may prove ſo to others, and therefore for their ſakes 
they arc here ſet down And hereby it appears that ſhe was not without ſome ſhakings, 
but through Gods Mercy, they were ſuchas made her root the faſter : And by her pru- 
dent, and ſcaſonable holding forth the Shield of Faith, and the Sword of the Spirit, 
ſhe became mo1e than a Corqueror, through bim that had loved her. | 

In another little Book, which was tound after her Death, ſhe gives this account of 
her ſelf and of Gods gracious dealing with her. 

From the beginring (writes ſhe) ot Gods ſhewing me Mercy in my Converſion. 

I here ſet down Gods gracious dealings with me, not for mine own Praiſe, but for 
the Glory of God, and to ſtir up my Heart unto true Thankfulneſs for ſuch invaluable 
Mercics. And then ſhe ſet down the time, manner, and means of her Converſion ; 
And afterwards proceeds thus. - 

What have been my Experiences of Gods gracious dealings with me at ſeveral times under 
Afflitions : As | 

© Firſt when Perſonal Afictions have lain upon me, inregard of Bodily Sicknefs or 
* Spiritual Diſtcmpers. ® 

. Secondly. Or, Family AMidctions, when God hath taken away my dear Chil- 
*dren, | | 

* Thirdly : Or, when I have been under fears that God would take away my dear Hufs 
* band, by ſome dangerous fickne(s which he lay under. 

© Fourthly, Or when I have been under great fears in the time of our Civil 
*Wars, "I 

©Fitthly, Or when I have been under ſpiritual Deſertion, by Gods hiding his Face, 
© and Favour from me. Or by reaſon of -weaknel(s, and wants in Grace: Or by reaſon 
*of firong, and prevailing Corruptions. - Or by reaſon of Satans Temprations : In all 
* which Caſcs ſhe left a memorialof  Gyds gracious diſpenſations towards her. I ſhall ſet 
© down only a few of them.  _.... 

©It pleaſed God (faith ſhe) for many years, to keep me (for the moſt part) ina ſad 
© and diſconſolate Eflate, and condition, not cleerly Evidencing the certain Aſſurance 
* of his Love to my SovT : So that many times I queſtioned whether I was a Child of 
* God or no :, Whether I had part in Chriſt Feſw or no: Whether I ſhould ever atrain 
*roLife and"Salvationor no: And this made me walk with a drooping, and diſconſo+ 
* late Spirit, ſo that I could take no. true comfort in avy thing :. Euc. though heavineſ7 
* endured for a Night, Tet joy came in the Morning, when the Lord cauſed the Light of- his 
* Countenance to ſhine upon me, which was better than Lite. | 
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© Ie pleafed God upon. the Death of my youngeſt Child, that it lay very heavy up* 


© on my Spirit, inſfomuch asI was brought oft-upoa my Knees. to beg ſupport 
© God and to crave his Grace and affiftance that Lmighe not break out to ſpeak, or at 
* any thing whereby Gods Name might be diſhonoured, or. the Goſpcl diſcredited : 
© And that he would be pleaſed romake up this outward loſs , with ſome more du- 
© rable, and ſpiritual Comforts. And I found a feaſonable, gracious, and . ſpeedy an- 
© ſwer to theſe my Requeſts. For though I lay long under the burden of that loſs, yer 
© in this time did the Lord ſweetly manifeſt his ſpecial Love tomy Soul, affuring me 
* that he was my gracious and reconciled Father in Chriſt 3 whereby my Love to him 
* was much encreaſed, and even inflamed 3 fo that, by his Grace, it wrought in me 
© more diligence, and carefulneſs to maintain and preſerve theſe Evidences of his Love, 
* and to yield 2 holy ſubmiſſion unto his Will, as well in ſuffcring, as in daing : As 
© alſo by avoiding whatſoever might provoke him to withdraw the Evidences of 
© his Love from me, without the fenſe whereof I could take little or no comfort in 
* any thing. | 8927 | 
* And turthermore, I bleſs God for it, and ſpeak it to the praiſe, and glory of his 
* rich; and free Grace, my Prayers, and'carneſt deſires have been anſwered, by Gods giv- 
© ing me coTfortable Aſſurance, both from the Teſtimony of his holy word, a 
© the witnef(s of his Blefſed Spirit, of my Eternal, and ENDED in, 
many times, 
leting 


Ever 
© by Feſus Chriſt, Yethave | not —o age ans, and -_ 
* through want of lookingover my Evi or by negleting to 2 narrow, 
* watch over tiny heart * Or from weakneſs of my. Faith, and all th my own 
© default and negligence» The Lord pardonit, and make me more ci pet tor the 
© time to come. 2 oh | 

By all theſe I have gained this Experience, | Tron: 

* Firſt: That God is.true and faithful in making good all his Promiſcs ſeaſonably. 
© unto us: As, Thatall things ſhall work together for oux Good.. And that God will 
© never fail us, nor forſake us, &e. | | | | 
_ *Secondly : That it is not in vain to wait upon God, and to ſeek unto him in our 
© ſtraits, who is more ready to hear than we ate to ask. 

* Thirdly : That I defiretp ſte: Yea, and the Lord hath ſhewed me the vanity, and 
© incertainty of the moſt ſatBfying. Comforts that this world cin afford, and what an 
© emptineſs there is in them, that ſo1 may, and T deſire fo to do, keep weaned affeRi - 
* ons towards them and to fit looſe from them, that I may be ready to part with them, 
© when ra —_—— tray a | 

in in regard of Bodily weaknefs and ticknefs, my Experiences have been theſe. 

a: That 908 broken Sticuſder can beat tio burden; fo the leaſt Di 4 
* when the heart is not inan holy frame and teroper is a burden inſupportable; If God 
© hides his Face from us, and withdraws the Evidences of his Love, and denies to af- 
« fiſt us by his ſirength, we can neither do, nor ſuffer any thing» Andon the Con- 
© trary, Tm Experience, that I could with much cheerfulneſs , holy ſubmiſſion 
© and willingneſs, bear great Diſteinpers, when I enjoyed the favour of God in them : 
* Sothat then I could readily fay, Good is the work of the Lotd as well as is his Ford. 
* And, I will bear the Indignation of the Lord becauſe Ibave famed againſt bim, Mich. 5, 
* 9. And, Though be ſlay me, yet will I traſt in bim. Job. 13.15 

© Secondly, 1 found by experience alſo, that by my pains and fickneſs Iwas the bet» 
* terable to Sympathize with, and to pity and pray for others in the like caſe. 

© Thirdly, Hereby I learned the more to prize Health : And that : Firſt, Becauſe in 
© Health we have liberty, and opportunity to enjoy the Publick Ordinances with 0+ 
© thers of Gods People, whereby the Graces of Gods are quickned, firengthen- 
© ed, and encteaſed in us, which otherwiſe (by reaſon of our corrupt taatures) are apt 
* to grow cold and languiſh, as will our bodies when they want food, 

* Secondly, Becauſe in health we injoy the benetic and the comfort of ſweet , and. 
S.- fleep, which much refreſhes and cheefs , and which commonly we wantin lick» 


< Thirdly, Becauſe in Health we find ſweet ſatisfying comfort in the uſe of Gods 
© Creatures, whereas in fiekneſs the daintieſt foods lochſome and troubleſome. | 
* conſideration. of theſe things made me the more to prize Health 3 To be very thank - 
* fulfor ic, and the more caretul to imploy, and improye Health and ſtrengrh, to Gods 
* glory, and the furtherance of mine own falvarion. 
. In 
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In regard of Publick Dangers 1 have had a great deal of Experience of Gods good- 
neſs towards meand mine ſeveral ways , andat ſeveral times. For 

© Firſt, When inthe beginning of our Civil Wars and diſtrations I was ſometimes 
© overwhelmed with baſe and dittruſiful fears, occalioned by my not adting faith upon 
© the promiſes, and not reniembring my former Experiences, nor conſidering Gods love, 
* power, and fidelity to his Children, in performing his ſo many gracious promiſes 
* made unto them in all eſtates, and conditions, and to me among the reſt : Hereupon I 
© reſolved, by Gods grace and afliſtance not to give way to this diſtruſt and diffidence, 
* praying God to aflaſt me therein, and found more courage than formerly, ſo far as 1 
* know mine own Heart ( though truly the Heart is very deceitful, as T have found by 
* ſad experience |) The Lord teach and enable me to rely upon him with more courage 
* and confiancy, and more to live by faith upon his promiſes than formerly I have 
* done. | | 

© Indeed I have been apt to fall into new fears upon approaching dangersz Yet upon 
© ſucceſſes, and glorious deliverances, I have oft reſolved never to diſtruſt God again, 
© and'yet my naughty heart hath deceived me, and made me ready to faint. But this I 
© found by Experience, to the praiſe of my Gods free grace, that as troubles have aboun- 
* ded, my <onſolations- have much moreabounded. For God brought ſeafonably into 
® my inind many pretjous promiſes, which were as ſomany ſweet Cordials, which much 
© ſupported and comforted my heart, and upheld my Spirit, when alſo new ſtorms have 
* ariſen, and unexpected deliverances have followed, 'I have, and do refolve, by Gods 
« grace, not to difiruſt him any more. Yea, though more and greater dangers ſhall a- 
«© riſe, yet will I truſt in, and ſtay my felf upon him, though (as Fob ſaid ) be ſhould 
© ſlay me. The good Lordeſtabliſh my heart in this good and hely reloJution, who is 
* ableto keep us to the end, and hath promiſed that he will preſerve us by his power, through 
© Faith to the Salvation of our Souls. 

: In regard of Satans Temptations Eſpecially concerning my coming to the Sacra- 
ment ot the Lords Supper, my Experiences have been theſe. 

* Finding often that I was very unable tofit and prepare my ſelf for a comfortable ap- 
© proach to that Sacred Ordinance, I uſed to defire the Prayers of the Congregation un- 
© to God inmy bchalf, and I uſed rhe beſt endeavours Tcopld in private, as God ena- 
© bled me, though I cam far ſhort of what was required, affd of what defired : So that 
©] did cruſt, and hope, through Gods mercy, to find a comfortable day of it, and to have 
© it a Scaling Ordinance- to my Soul, But on the contrary, I found much deadnefs, 
© and little ſpiritual taſt, reliſh, and comfort in the ute of it : So that my ſpirit was oft 
© much troubled, and calt down in'me fearing leſt I had ſome ſeerct fin undifcovered, 
© and unrepented of, which cauſed the Lord thus to hide his tace from me. 

* Bat then my gracious God brought this into my mind, that the Lord doth ſome- 
© times aMi@ us for the exerciſe, and improvement of our graces, as well as to humble 
© us for our fins. I alſo confidered,. that as the Lord doth tender great Merciesto us in 
* this Sacrament, renewing his Covenant of grace, and ſealing unto us the Pardon of 
© our fins in the blood of Chriſt : So he gives us leave to engage our ſelves ( by renew- 
ing our Covenant with him ) to believein him, and to truſt upon Chrift for Life and 
Salvation : And it plcafed God to give me faith to apply this in particular to my own 
Soul : And a while after, to ſhew me, and to make good to my Soul that pretious, and 
comfortable promiſe, That though he hide bis face fromns for a little moment, yet with 
Mercy, and Loving kindneſs be will return to ms again. This was a wonderful comfort, and 
ſupport to my dejected Heart : Bleſſed be the Lord for ever, I defire to treaſure up theſe 
Experiences, that for the future, I may reſolve in the like cafe to put my whole truſt and 
confidence in him, that ſo Satan may not entrap me in his ſnares through unbelief, but 
that I may reliſt bim ſteadfaſt in the faith : Forl am not altogether ignorant of his De. 
vicer, Gods promiſe is, that in all theſe things we ſhall be more 1han Conquerors, through 
bim that hath loved us : And hath ſaid that this is the Viftory which overcomes the World, even 
our faith, 1 Job. 5-4. 

In theyear 1669. There came to us the ſad news of the Death of my ſecond Son 


' Mr, - Fobu Clarke, a godly, faithful, and painful Miniſter, ſometimes before ejected out 


of the Rectory of Cotgrave in Nottingham-ſhire, who died the 18th, of September, 
Thus as the Waves of the Sca foHow one another, ſo Gol is pleafed toexerciſe his 

Children with one AMiRQtionafter another. He ſees that whilſt we carry about with 

us this Body of fin, we have nced of manifold Trials, 'and Temptations, as faith the A+ 
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ye are in beavineſe (if need be). through nit- 


nifold Temptations 3 to keep us undet, . 
Indeed it hath been the 


to make us the better to remember 


to Hell, to raiſe up one Affliction or other, cittier_ inward * 
. or outward, either, from Satan, the World, or from mine own cortupt Heart, and; na- 


in the way as I was 
ture, not having Grace and Wiſdom to behave ahd carry,my ſelf as I 


under his 


£ and Providences, asappeated at this time by his laying ſogreat 
and gricvous an Aﬀiictioti upon ine in taking away fo dear a Son, from whom" had 
- much Souk-cotnfott, and ardent AﬀeRions, which he manifeſted by his fervent Prayers 


for re, and by his ſpiritual Letters, and Writings to me, wherein 
ſutably ro my Comfort in thoſe inward troublesof Heart and Spirit 
This cauſed my Gricf and Sorrows to take the 


ied himſelf 
lay 


greater hold on tne, the loſsof 
who was ſo.u{cfu} to me : Yet bercby Ido notderogate from toy Biker Som, fromiwhomn 


| that T took no pleaſure of any thing 
in the World : But was fo overwhelmed with Mclancholy; and my natural ſire 
my turn, and I judged that I could not live long 


Hereupon Ibegan to examine my Heart why- ſhould be ſo with me, and 'whether 
carnal and immoderate Aﬀections were not-the great Cauſe of my trouble, which I 
and laid down many reafons:to my 
illed to quiet. and calm 
Obedience of | his revealed Will: And withali confi- 
Heart, and fet our unruly, and carnal 
; Aﬀeciousinto an holy frame and order, and, That he'was a preſent Help in timer of trou- 

ble, I often and earneſtly ſought -unto the Laxgd with many: Prayers, and Tears; be- 
and tame my unruly AﬀeRions, fo as 


I have the like help, and Comfort. 
. Upon this ſad occaſion my Gricf grew ſo great 


was (b abated, that little Footd ferved 
in ſuch a condition. 


' much ſeared s And having uſed 
; {elf to quiet ahd moderate 

my Heart, and to bow me 
 dering thatit was God only thatcould 


s, and yet nothing preyalled 


ſeeching him to quiet my Heart, and to 


over-power 
to be willing to fubmit unto him, and to bear his Afiicticig Hand patiently and fruit- 


fully, and to be ready and willing to ſubmit (either in doing or- ſuffering) to whatſoe- 
ready to part with the beft outward Com- 


. ver heplaſed to-impoſe upon me : And to be 
fort I enjoyed whenſoever he ſhould pleaſe to call for the lames 
-:-'-And it pleaſed God feaſonably 


- 


to: hear my Prayer, to' regard my Tears, and 
ieting my, heart; and ſpirit, .and by giv- 
t'to his. Holy Will,: and good: Plea- 
ſare, who is a God of judgment, and kvows the fitteſt times' and ſeafons to come in 
_ with refreſhing comforts, and who waits ts-be: gtaciowt urito thoſe that truft ig him-" Yec 
- furely I was not without many Temptations in this hour of Darkneſs from that ſubtile 
- Adverſary whoalways _ = watch to infinuate —_ ———_ anſwe- 
; and like a Roaring Lyon walks about cantinualy, jerking to de- 
-; pour POOT, VEL precious Soufs. waders apr ag in my diftreſ;, and he anſwered 


to grant my Requeſts, by 
: ng, me much. more conten 


- rable to our Condit 


2d Altered ae. 


-- * Bleſs the Lord O my Soul ; and all that is within me Praiſe bis Holy Name. For he hat! 
ternembred me in my low and troubled eftate, becauſe bis Mercy endareth for ever. | 
experience of Gods readineſs tohar 'and, belp when 1 called 
him3 And having found' that it is riot in vain to ſeckto, and to depend pon God in 
' that fo Everyone that is Godly may 
preſent belp in times of trouble, 


Having thus had new 
r Straits, Icould not bar. record theſe things, 
ſeek tinto bim in a time wherein be may be found, whois a 
and who doch: for us sbnndantly abive what we can arh.or think, 


| that! te theſe things for no other end, but that God may have 
the Glory, and that othexs, eſpecially my Relations, nay be encouraged to ſeek God in 
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My Will and Deſire is (with the leaveof my Husband) to beſtow upon my Children 
my Motherly AfﬀeRions, and that Imay 'be reinenibeed by 


therm. She began with her Husband, and what ſhe gave to him and all thexefſt,, wert 
' all wrapped bp in ſeveral Papers, and cach'Name endorſed. of the outhide.to whom it 


their Straits, ard td.cruſt in himat all times. Amen. 
After her Deccafe there was alſo found in her 


.theſe things . as tokens of 


4id belong. And then concludes all 
Bact above all, my Prayers unto God 


* 


bet be monldeſpriah brow agar ou, anda] 
| ah 


